
 
1 

Interview with Jaleesa Hazzard 
SESSION 1 (9/17/2020) 

Timed Log 
 
[00:00:00] 
Jaleesa Hazzard was born in Washington, D.C. [on May 15, 1945.] Her family moves from D.C. to 
Minnesota, then to northern California, and they eventually settle in Hayward sometime after 1959 or 
1960. Her father is the first Black person hired by Alameda County. He is also the Hayward Police 
Department's first Black officer. Because people in Hayward will not sell their homes to Blacks, the 
family finds a home in Kelly Hill, a part of unincorporated Alameda County. She attends Hayward High 
[School], a predominantly White school, and becomes a cheerleader and the class president with an all-
female cabinet.  
 
[00:03:52] 
Compared to her elementary school and middle school in Berkeley and East Oakland, respectively, 
Hayward High's lack of diversity is a stark contrast. Though she doesn't feel antagonism, she remains 
aware that it's predominantly White. Most of the Black students at Hayward hang out together and live in 
Kelly Hill's middle-class neighborhood.  
 
[00:05:39] 
[Hazzard graduates from Hayward in 1962.] Though she is inspired after visiting Stanford University for 
a weekend with civil rights leaders and she gets accepted to the university, she submits a late application 
to the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) after receiving no financial aid. Admitted too late to 
secure a dorm, so she lives on fraternity row. After receiving her first semester grades, she moves across 
campus to the YWCA [Young Women's Christian Association] on Gayley [Avenue], which has stricter 
rules, including a curfew.  
 
[00:08:59] 
UCLA has a vibrant social environment. Few African-American students attend UCLA, and even fewer 
live on campus, except for the scholarship-receiving and highest-achieving students. Black students and 
non-students hang out together in a part of the Student Union called "The Coop.”* Attending school with 
White students is new for those from local schools like [Susan Miller] Dorsey High. The academics are 
rigorous, with one of her roommates attempting to jump off a building after receiving a B. 
 
*As described in UCLA Magazine’s 2017 article “Tastes of UCLA,” The Coop was a grill located on the 
A-Level of Ackerman Student Union. 
 
[00:12:13] 
Majors in English due to her love for reading and writing and finds the academics challenging but not 
insurmountable. She considers many of her peers to be academically exceptional, like Winston [C.] Doby, 
a math major.* People from different academic backgrounds all hang out together in The Coop. The 
social atmosphere is small but mighty in The Coop as they play lots of games, including bid whist, chess, 
bridge, and cards while they eat and plan events.  
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* Doby later became the longest-serving vice-chancellor in UCLA's history, serving as vice chancellor for 
student affairs for 20 years. 
 
[00:16:00] 
Meets Walt Hazzard and Arthur Ashe on Bruin Walk during the second semester of freshman year [in 
1963]. While walking past them towards class, Walt points at her and tells Ashe he will marry her. Ashe 
says she's not thinking about him. Walt dresses so funnily that she concludes he must be from out-of-
state. She doesn't initially know either very well but is familiar with Ashe because her father plays tennis. 
Walt lives on frat row in the Sammy House with many other athletes.  
 
[00:19:05] 
Hazzard becomes the first African-American song leader at UCLA [in 1963]. Cheerleaders do acrobatics 
while song leaders dance. Though there are Black cheerleaders, there had never been a Black song leader. 
She tries out at the end of freshman year [spring 1963]. Walt Hazzard believes there should be an 
African-American song leader. Unbeknownst to her, he makes a deal with a candidate for student body 
president to help him secure the vote if he helps get an African-American song leader. After trying out, 
she interviews with the committee. When asked if she will believe it is discrimination if she doesn't make 
the team, she says yes because she's clearly the best. Ultimately, she becomes the first African-American 
song leader at UCLA, and the following year she wins Miss Congeniality after running for Homecoming 
Queen.  
 
[00:23:44] 
Develops a relationship with Walt Hazzard while she's a song leader and he's a cheerleader during 
football season. During the first game, they are supposed to ride a motor scooter, but he won't because he 
is concerned about potential injury. She is also a song leader during his basketball season, and the first-
year UCLA wins the NCAA [National Collegiate Athletic Association] championships [during the 1963-
1964 season]. The cheerleaders [and song leaders] are caught in a storm on the way to the NCAA finals.* 
Pilots update them about the score while on the plane. When they arrive, the crowd gets excited, and the 
game turns around. UCLA wins the championship the next night, playing Duke [University].  
 
*On March 20, 1964, against Kansas State in the Kansas City Municipal Auditorium 
 
[00:26:40] 
Marries Walt Hazzard in 1964 while she's a sophomore and he's a senior. He leaves school to join the 
U.S. Olympic basketball team in Tokyo [Japan] and play in the National Basketball Association (NBA). 
He returns to school to complete his degree [after retiring from the NBA in 1974]. Changes his degree 
from physical education to kinesiology. Hazzard completes her last credits at the [University of 
California] Berkeley to obtain her degree from UCLA.  
 
[00:28:12] 
Walt Hazzard and Ashe’s friendship. Walt has an appreciation for Ashe's talent, mainly because Ashe is 
the only [Black athlete playing tennis], and he becomes a tennis fan. After his season ends, Walt watches 
most of Ashe's workouts, attends his matches, and talks strategy with him. Charlie Pasarell is the number 
one player before Ashe. Ashe has the quiet ability to lock in and focus in a way necessary to be a top-
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level athlete, which few have, particularly in an individual sport. Though tennis is not popular on campus, 
it gets more play with [J.D. Morgan] as the coach and athletic director and many people playing in 
southern California. Tennis is considered an elite sport for wealthier people, with some in Westwood 
having courts at their homes.  
 
[00:32:36] 
Ashe hangs out at The Coop but doesn't spend as much time there. He's more of an observer. Hazzard 
begins attending UCLA when Ashe is already known [1962]. However, Chuck Meigs is there when Ashe 
first arrives and likely has other insights. Some people even confused Meigs with Ashe. When she returns 
to school [1970s], Ashe is beginning to explode in the tennis world. 
 
[00:33:59] 
Sometime between their sophomore and senior year [c. 1962], Ashe, Walt Hazzard, Kermit Alexander, 
and Fred Slaughter take a cross country road trip to Buffalo [New York]. Alexander is the top running 
back at UCLA, while Walt and Slaughter are the top basketball players. The four ride in Walt's Chevy to 
Alexander's all-star game in Buffalo. Slaughter is dropped off in Kansas. They visit Walt Hazzard's 
hometown of Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] and then go to Buffalo. In Philly, Walt plays basketball with 
his best friends and other top players in the Sonny Hill League*, and they try to get Ashe to play. Walt 
enjoys bragging to his friends that Ashe plays tennis, not basketball, of which they know nothing. Walt's 
friends are amazed [by Ashe] because they had always thought tennis was a White sport. Walt's best 
friend, Wally Jones, might provide more detail about the trip. 
 
*Named for William Randolph “Sonny” Hill, former basketball player, announcer, and member of the 
Philadelphia Hall of Fame.  
 
[00:38:59] 
Ashe playing tennis influences more Black people in Hazzard's circle, particularly from UCLA, to get 
into tennis. Comparable to Venus and Serena Williams, when Ashe plays, everyone watches. Mentions 
documentary Althea & Arthur, which puts his career in perspective.* Gibson is the first African-American 
to integrate two sports, yet she couldn't make a living to support herself. The documentary aired during 
the U.S. Open and shows Ashe as a child watching Althea and what he may have learned from her 
struggles. 
 
*Althea & Arthur debuted on CBS Sports Network on February 18, 2019 
 
[00:42:11] 
Hazzard is impacted by seeing Malcolm X and experiencing civil rights leaders like Reverend [Ralph 
David] Abernathy [Sr.] at Stanford. Doesn't remember movements for women's sports or rights being a 
factor in her college experience. She and other women share common confidence about holding their own 
at a predominantly White institution, but she doesn’t recall that [confidence] being tested. Doesn't 
remember hearing about the Freedom Riders' aftermath in summer 1961, but Chuck Meigs might know. 
 
[00:45:29] 
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Marries Walt Hazzard in 1964, and they both leave UCLA once he goes pro. As the number one player in 
the country,* Walt is chosen as a territorial draft by the Lakers, who had recently moved from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota to Los Angeles [in 1960]. Being the number one player in a territory means the 
Lakers can claim priority to draft him, and he must play for them, reflecting the slave mentality of 
professional sports. The Lakers draft him despite having several other players in his position. He must 
maintain amateur status for the Tokyo Olympics and wait to sign the Lakers contract until afterward, 
knowing that injury in Tokyo would be the end of his career. It became a big deal when professional 
players like [Irwin] "Magic" Johnson first played in the Olympics.** The couple having no money means 
Hazzard must watch from home as she laughs about the ten-gallon hats and white bucks [the American 
competitors wear during opening ceremonies] in honor of President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
 
* In 1964, Walt is selected by the Associated Press as the Most Valuable Player in the NCAA 
Championship, named an all-American, and he's chosen as the College Basketball Player of the Year by 
the United States Basketball Writers' Association 
 
** The Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act (1978) removes the amateur requirement to 
compete for the U.S. In 1992, the “Dream Team” becomes the first U.S. men’s Olympic basketball team 
to include NBA pros. 
 
[00:51:37] 
Leaving the Lakers [in 1967]. The Lakers are stacked in his position, so he doesn’t play much. During his 
third year, the league expands. Any players the team doesn't protect are up for grabs. His former 
teammate Gail Goodrich has joined, and Walt Hazzard is picked for the Seattle Sonics. Becomes a star for 
Seattle and makes the All-Star team. Then he's traded from Seattle to the Hawks in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
Hawks were moving from St. Louis to Atlanta. Next, traded to Buffalo, another expansion team. 
Professional athletes have no options at the time, akin to slavery. Owned by one team, and if they trade 
you to another, you have to go. The hope is to go somewhere where somebody really wants you.  
 
[00:55:31] 
Walt Hazzard continues to look for a coach as good as John Wooden, but none exist in the pros. Wooden 
was the preparation king. Assistant Coach Jerry Norman also played a significant role [in UCLA's 
success] but never got his recognition. Wooden knew talent, and Norman knew how to take advantage of 
those talents.  
 
[00:57:31] 
[UCLA basketball] wins first NCAA championship in 1964 and again in 1965. Ashe wins the NCAA 
[men’s] singles [tennis] championship in 1965 and becomes more broadly known outside of the tennis 
world. Ashe even gets his own racket.* Contrast between Ashe's recognition and Althea Gibson. Ashe is 
always contained, so he fits into a gentlemanly mold. He might give a little fist [in celebration], but that's 
it. He can control and contain himself while still beating somebody's butt. 
*According to Raymond Arsenault’s biography Arthur Ashe: A Life (2018), on April 21, 1969, Ashe 
signed an endorsement deal with Howard Head of Head Ski Corporation, authorizing Head to market 
“Ashe tennis products,” including a new line of metal tennis rackets.  
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[01:00:44] 
Ashe's personality off the court. He's neither ebullient nor standoffish. He's always present but does not 
crave the spotlight, unlike other athletes such as Jimmy Connors. Ashe plays the game, but he doesn't do 
it as a performer.  
 
[01:03:03] 
Walt Hazzard and Ashe keep in touch frequently. Walt reaches out to Ashe any time he's playing or wins 
a match. Walt becomes a fanatic about golf and tennis. Ashe sends Hazzard his first Ashe tennis racquet, 
and Walt goes out on the Dorsey High tennis court every day during the summer. Notably, having always 
played team sports, the one-on-one aspect of tennis is interesting for him. Soon, the whole family plays 
tennis. Generally, tennis is also very popular when they return to southern California in 1976.  
 
[01:06:28] 
After playing in Detroit [Michigan], Walt Hazzard retires from basketball the day their third son is born 
[in 1974]. His desire to coach motivates him to return to school to finish his degree. Coaches at Compton 
College, then Orange County, and UCLA. Everyone is looking for the next John Wooden, particularly 
since he was Wooden’s first player of the year. He tries to coach like Wooden, but things had changed in 
the game, such as the new three-point shot.* 
 
*The NCAA universally adopts the three-point shot on April 2, 1986.  
 
[01:09:52] 
The difficulties of coaching college sports, then and now. Different standards exist for African-American 
coaches. Walt Hazzard allows a student host and recruit to borrow his car to fit the 7-foot recruit, which 
becomes an NCAA violation. UCLA alumni from the golden Wooden days maintain expectations that are 
high despite changes in the game. Players do not stay very long because they don't get that much, so 
attracting top players in college sports means you'll only get them for a year.  
 
[01:14:46] 
Hazzard keeps her promise to her grandmother to complete her degree. She finishes at the University of 
California, Berkeley, but graduates from UCLA. Returning to school as an adult is a different experience. 
She's a better student, and having finished the requirements for her degree, she can take interesting classes 
like sociology, gender studies, and a course with Dr. Harry Edwards.  
 
[01:16:53] 
Dr. Harry Edwards wanted to boycott the 1968 Olympics.* Professionals couldn't play, but college 
athletes could. Kareem [Abdul-Jabbar, formerly Lewis Alcindor] could have gone to the Olympics but 
didn't. [Dr. Edwards and others] were trying to marshal the bigger names in Black sports. Jesse Jackson 
wanted to talk to Ashe about taking a stand. Jackson and Walt Hazzard were friends, and because Jackson 
knew of Walt's friendship with Ashe, he asked if he could speak to him. Walt said Ashe wouldn't do it 
because it wasn't his way of doing things. When Jackson came to the Hazzard house for breakfast to talk 
with Ashe, Walt was proved right as Ashe stayed true to himself and said he wouldn't do it. Ashe knew 
what he wanted, and perhaps because he played an individual sport, he wasn't afraid to stand alone.  
 



 
6 

*Dr. Edwards organized the Olympic Project for Human Rights, which led to the Black Power Salute 
protest by two African-American athletes from San Jose State College, Tommie Smith, and John Carlos,  
at the 1968 Summer Olympics in Mexico City. 
 
[01:20:46] 
Ashe’s trip to South Africa [in 1973]. It’s possible that Walt Hazzard and Ashe talked about it as they 
were in contact around the time and both willing to take a stand against injustice. People in Hazzard’s 
friend group, especially those involved in film and television, were aware of the apartheid in South 
Africa. They realized the United States wasn’t that far behind what was going on there and trusted Ashe’s 
judgment about going. 
 
[01:24:34] 
Ashe and Walt Hazzard keep in touch throughout the years. Ashe always calls early in the morning, but 
Walt is a late sleeper. So, Hazzard answers and updates Ashe about the boys before giving the phone to 
Walt. Ashe always expresses how happy he is to talk to her because she never has anything bad to say. 
Then Ashe says, “Now wake up that husband of yours so I can talk to him.”  
 
[01:26:43] 
During Hazzard’s last conversation with Ashe, there’s a noise in the background. She asks about it, and 
he says it’s equipment. Towards the end of her husband's life, when he is in the intensive care unit (ICU), 
she recognizes the same noise, a ventilator. She remembers Ashe and realizes he was likely in the hospital 
the last time they spoke. Learning about his first heart attack is shocking because of how healthy he is. 
Every time Ashe calls, her husband wakes right up.  
 
[01:29:15] 
There’s minimal public awareness about HIV/AIDS [before Ashe’s diagnosis]. Though people previously 
thought AIDS only affected gay people, Ashe's diagnosis changed people's perspectives. He is seen as 
pure, and his contracting HIV from a blood transfusion made his diagnosis a wake-up call. Ashe's 
positivity and activity about [HIV/AIDS awareness] seemed to keep him going. Few people would lay 
themselves bare like that, but Ashe would.  
 
[01:31:51] 
Closing thoughts. Ashe was extraordinary, and there aren’t many people like that. He was fearless, smart, 
driven, and a good friend. Between Walt Hazzard and Ashe, they seemed to appreciate each other’s 
mutual differences. It’s a pleasure to have known him. 
 


