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Interview with Freddie Goss 
SESSION 1 (10/12/2020) 

Timed Log 
 
 
[00:00:00] 
Freddie Goss was born in Shreveport, Louisiana [1943]. Goss’s family moved to California in 
1945 after his father secured a job in a shipyard. They lived in San Diego before moving to a 
housing project in San Pedro. Leaving San Pedro in 1953, the family purchased a 3-bedroom, 2-
car garage home in Compton for $5,000 after they and other Black families became aware of the 
1948 rescission of racial covenants.* As whites fled to Orange County, vacant homes were left in 
Compton and Lynwood, with excellent school facilities and athletic programs, including golf and 
table sports. Goss graduated from high school in 1961 and met Arthur Ashe on the basketball 
courts outside of the Sproul Hall residential building.  
 
* The United States Supreme Court ruled in Shelley v. Kraemer (1948) that while private parties 
could abide by the terms of racially restrictive housing covenants, states could not enforce them.  
 
[00:07:35] 
Goss likens the delay in Black residents [of the housing projects] learning about the end of racial 
covenants to the delay in [formerly enslaved people in Galveston, Texas] learning about the end 
of slavery [in 1865]. After white realtors and government officials realized how much money 
Blacks made relative to rent they paid in the housing projects, the projects were closed, and the 
housing market opened up. Closed housing projects included Channel Heights, Banning Homes, 
Western Terrace [and Wilmington Hall, and they ceased plans to build others].* Subsequently, 
white realtors made money by encouraging white families to sell their homes in Compton and 
move to Orange County, then reselling those homes to incoming Black families [a practice called 
blockbusting]. 
 
* According to the Los Angeles Times, the Channel Heights housing project, built by the federal 
government in 1943 for war workers and eventually transferred to the City Housing Authority 
(CHA), was approved for auction by the CHA in 1955, despite 263 residents living there 
(January 14, 1955). When Norris Poulson became mayor in 1953, after running as an anti-
housing candidate, "he negotiated a series of compromises that cut LA's housing in half," 
according to Thomas S. Hines' article in the LA Times (April 4, 1997). 
 
[00:13:24] 
Between fifth and sixth grade [1953 – 1954], Goss observed Compton change from 
predominantly white to predominantly black. Blacks knew not to venture west of Avalon 
Boulevard or east of Santa Fe Avenue after dark, or they would find trouble in one of the 
“sundown towns.” 
  
[00:16:03] 
Despite the lack of “White Only” signs, segregation in Compton was coordinated by real estate 
companies and lending institutions who restricted where they’d show Blacks home and provide 
loans, respectively.  
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[00:18:33] 
Goss recalls the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) harassing the Jackson family, the only Black family living 
south of the street currently named Alondra Boulevard. The Jacksons lived between Central 
Avenue and Alondra Boulevard. After the KKK set fires on their lawn, Mr. Jackson and his 
fellow Korean War veterans guarded the home on the porch with shotguns for two weeks. Goss 
recalls the incident being documented in a local newspaper.* Due to race, Goss was denied 
joining the Little League team at West Park, a Compton City Recreational Park. His uncle helped 
him join an all-Black team led by an Indian man named Leonard at a park between Wilmington 
Avenue and Alameda Street, near Compton High School.  
 
* A first-person account of Alfred and Luquella Jackson's harassment by white residents upon 
moving into 2318 Reeve Street is detailed by Bob Ellis in the California Eagle issue printed on 
Thursday, May 14, 1953. 
 
[00:24:50] 
Goss recounts his motivations for attending the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 
Though sports played a role, Goss aspired to UCLA largely to pursue journalism, as UCLA 
hosted an annual workshop. After finding a shiny UCLA book cover at his feet on the first day of 
seventh grade and being mentored by a UCLA alumnus, he felt a sense of destiny. A change in 
UCLA’s major offerings led Goss to major in history like [William Theodore] “Bill” Walton 
[III] and Kareem [Abdul-Jabbar, formerly Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor].* 
 
* According to the UCLA General Catalog published on July 5, 1961, for the 1961-62 academic 
year, UCLA offered only a graduate degree in journalism. Though the department offered a core 
series for undergraduates who intended to prepare for graduate studies in journalism, no 
undergraduate degree was offered. Undergraduates interested in journalism were encouraged to 
choose a major in: “English, history, political science, or sociology” and indicate their interest in 
journalism on their application to be paired with an advisor.  
 
[00:30:43] 
Compton was a great place for kids who loved sports due to the ample free summer recreational 
programs at Enterprise Junior High School and Compton High School. Having been a junior 
college previously, Compton High had a 12,000 seat football stadium and an Olympic-sized 
track field and swimming pool. Additionally, the high school had great science and math 
departments, despite the racism.  
 
[00:33:00] 
The Compton Junior College District School Board’s decision to move the junior college from 
the high school to Artesia Boulevard near the [Gardena] 91 freeway left well-endowed facilities 
for the high school.* The athletic facilities included a 12,000-seat football stadium, indoor 
swimming stadium, men's & women's gymnasiums, and tennis courts. The academic facilities 
included buildings for journalism, home economics, art, and a newspaper print shop. From 5th-
10th grade, Goss attended Enterprise Jr. High. He took lessons in a wide range of activities during 
the summers, including archery and ping pong. The program also allowed him to learn golf from 
a professional player, take lessons from a tennis coach, and tennis lessons at the high school 
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during the summer. More so than most, Goss took full advantage of the activities offered, even 
traveling with a hammer and screwdriver to get into the closed gyms.  
 
* In 1953, Compton High School, and the community college added in 1927, were separated, 
according to the Compton High School website.   
 
[00:37:53] 
Though tennis wasn’t popular in Compton, at UCLA, Goss played tennis on the weekends with 
Kathy Mangrum, a girl who played on the tennis team at another Compton school, Centennial 
High School. In 7th and 8th grade, Goss took tennis lessons during the summer at Compton High 
with Rudy Menafield. Menafield came from a well-off family originally from Richmond, 
Virginia. Goss recalls talking about Menafield with Ashe, and perceiving himself as a good 
tennis player until he lost to Ashe on the tennis courts behind Sproul Hall.  
 
[00:41:14] 
Once Compton became an increasingly dangerous place to live during high school, Goss became 
motivated to leave. After Goss and other partygoers were threatened with machetes by members 
of the Gladiator gang from South Central, Goss’s uncle retrieved his gun to break up the party 
and Goss never attended another garage party after 10th grade. Focusing on his studies and 
basketball, Goss requested to move into UCLA the day after he graduated from high school in 
1961. By the time Goss moved in, Ashe and Charlie Pasarell were already at UCLA.  
 
[00:47:40] 
Goss moved into UCLA in August 1961 and lived in Dykstra Hall for the summer. Goss worked 
as a campus gardener during the summer and traveled around southern California playing 
basketball with UCLA players. He met Ashe on the basketball courts near Sproul Hall when he 
relocated there the week before school began. Both Goss and Ashe lived in Sproul Hall for two 
years. When he later played tennis with Ashe, Goss remembered being amazed at how 
powerfully Ashe could hit the ball despite being so skinny. Two upperclassmen who also lived in 
Sproul, Tebbie Fowler and George McQuarn nicknamed Ashe “Tiny.” Shortly after meeting, 
Goss learned Ashe knew [Thomas] Bradley.* 
 
* Bradley became the first, and thus far the only, Black mayor of Los Angeles from 1973 to 
1993. Bradley also served the longest tenure as mayor in the city’s history. 
 
[00:51:17] 
Goss describes his first meeting Ashe on the basketball courts near Sproul Hall. Goss watched 
Ashe shoot baskets until Ashe introduced himself. They began talking about their respective 
upbringings in Compton and Richmond, and Ashe mentioned meeting Bill Bradley* while 
playing tennis in [St. Louis] Missouri. Goss didn't know how good Ashe's tennis was to play at 
the collegiate level, and Ashe just listened as Goss told him about how good his own serve was 
and challenged Ashe to a match. Though Ashe never teased Goss about beating him so badly 
when they played, he suspects he might have joked about it with others. After losing, Goss 
challenged Ashe to badminton, but they didn’t have courts to play. Ashe and Goss would also 
shoot baskets sometimes. Though Goss recalls playing [pick up games] with Abdul-Jabbar [then, 
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Alcindor] and [Lloyd Michael] “Mike” Warren, Ashe never played. Goss suggests this may have 
been a good thing because of Ashe's relative size.  
 
* Clarification: The interviewee is referring to Tom Bradley.  
 
[00:56:35] 
Tebbie Fowler (a graduate of Compton’s Centennial High School), George McQuarn 
(Babyface’s father-in- law), Goss, and Ashe were the only four Black students living in Sproul 
Hall. Every night, they had dinner together and entertained each other in the Sproul Hall 
cafeteria. Goss recalls Ashe’s hearty laugh and the disinhibition amongst the group, eliciting 
stares from other students. They’d exchange jokes and tease each other. Fowler and McQuarn 
were seniors and would draw cartoons teasing Ashe and Goss and post the notes around the 
dorm.  
 
[01:00:24] 
When Goss and Ashe entered UCLA in 1961, all male students were required to participate in 
the [Reserve Officer Training Corps] ROTC for two years until [the UC Regents] removed the 
requirement.* [On November 22, 1963,] the day [President John F. Kennedy] was assassinated, 
Goss received a letter from his former roommate Carl Peterson. After receiving a commission to 
[the United States Military Academy at] West Point [New York], Peterson left UCLA. Peterson 
warned Goss that U.S. soldiers would soon begin actively fighting in Vietnam, and he 
encouraged Goss to stay in ROTC and tell Ashe. Goss followed Peterson's direction and told 
Ashe, and the two remained in ROTC for all four years.  
 
* Following requests in November 1961 from the Presidents of the Associated Students at UCLA 
and UC Berkeley, in 1962, the University of California Regents ended compulsory ROTC for all 
male students. According to the Free Speech Movement Archives, the shift to a voluntary basis 
began with the fall 1962 term.   
 
[01:04:26] 
Goss recounts arriving at the six-week ROTC summer camp [in 1966] with Ashe after the two 
had postponed summer camp.* After committing an infraction, Goss is forced to do pushups in 
his gray sharkskin suit. When Goss turns around to frown at Ashe, who is cackling at the back of 
the line, the sergeant gives Goss 50 more pushups. Though Ashe and Goss saw each other 
infrequently during camp, whenever they did, Ashe would humorously ask Goss if he’d been 
doing any pushups.  
 
* Date provided by former ROTC cadet and oral history interviewee Joe Hall. Most of the 
former cadets interviewed for this project who participated in ROTC with Ashe and Goss 
completed summer camp between their junior and senior year during summer 1964. For more 
information, please see the interviews with Joe Hall, Stuart Fields, and Jordan Paust.  
 
[01:08:12] 
Goss further describes the day he received Peterson's letter and read it to Ashe while in the 
cafeteria. Taking Peterson's advice, Goss entered [active duty and was stationed in Vietnam] as 
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an officer. This status provided positions with greater protection, including serving as a convoy 
commander and later an escort for celebrities like James Brown.  
 
[01:11:50] 
Goss notes that Ashe wasn’t assigned to Vietnam. After receiving orders to Vietnam, Goss called 
the chief of army sports, but his protests were in vain. Goss and Ashe had both been promised 
they’d represent the U.S. in sports and avoid Vietnam, however that didn't happen for Goss. The 
training officers received meant they could be directed to a position outside of their occupational 
specialty based on the needs of the area - including the battle zone. That's how Goss became an 
escort officer for goodwill trips. Goss was leaving Vietnam en route to San Francisco to 
represent the army at the [1968] Olympic basketball trials when the U.S. [and South Vietnamese 
posts in Vietnam] got rocketed on Tet New Year.* After serving 13 additional months in 
Vietnam, Goss's return home was delayed again after he collapsed in the same airport. He was 
hospitalized for pneumonia, a complication from Agent Orange, before returning home. Goss 
was unclear how Ashe’s commission was determined.** 
 
* The Tet Offensive occurred on January 31, 1968. 
** During the second session with Goss on October 19, 2021, the interviewer clarified that Ashe 
served his two-year active military duty at West Point from 1967-69. Please see the interview 
with William "Bill" Malkemes for additional information about Ashe's role in assisting the tennis 
team at West Point as part of his commission. 
 
[01:18:18] 
Goss talks about playing basketball for Coach John Wooden and his support from Wooden and 
others at UCLA. Goss notes the limited number of Black players on the freshman and varsity 
teams, with Fred Slaughter and Walt Hazzard being on the varsity team. After the first two 
NCAA championships and [Alcindor] came to UCLA, many more Black players came to UCLA, 
dispelling the perception that a quota might exist on the UCLA basketball team. Goss discusses 
his close relationship with Al Levenston, who gave him his first job at his steel company and 
lived next to UCLA on Bellagio Road, and Judge Parker, a superior court judge in Santa Monica. 
Levenston and Coach Wooden brought Goss a home-cooked dinner on Thanksgiving Day 1965 
when he was hospitalized.  
 
[01:23:49] 
Coach Wooden helped Goss secure the head basketball coach position at the University of 
California, Riverside (UCR) when he was 25-years old [1968], despite Goss’ lack of coaching 
experience. The position made Goss one of the first [three] Black basketball coaches to coach at 
a predominantly white institution (PWI), along with Bernie Bickerstaff at the University of San 
Diego [and Will Robinson at Illinois State University].* Asking Wooden why he backed him, 
Goss remembers Wooden insisting he knew he’d be successful. Goss was the first Black player 
to graduate from a southern California high school and play with Wooden for all five yearas, so 
they got to know each other well. Goss recounts the high academic standards Wooden 
maintained for his players and the support he and assistant coach Jerry Norman provided when 
players needed academic help. From Wooden's recommendation, Goss coached college 
basketball for 20 years.* He recounts a 1969 match that became a riot between UCR and 
Bickerstaff’s San Diego team.  
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* Goss coached at UCR from 1969 – 1978 and the United States International University (USIU) 
– San Diego from (now Alliant International University) from  1979 – 1985. Robinson became 
the first African-American head coach in the NCAA Division I in 1970 when he accepted the 
position at Illinois State.  
 
[01:29:14] 
The interview concludes to complete a second session at a later date.  
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Interview with Freddie Goss 
SESSION 2 (10/19/2020) 

Timed Log 
 

 
[00:00:26] 
Goss describes the initial lack of Black student organizations on campus. Ashe, Goss, Fowler, 
and McQuarn were the only Black students living in Sproul Hall [between 1961 – 1963]. The 
Black Student Union began in 1967* after Goss and Ashe graduated and reached its height 
around 1969. A push began around 1971 to find African-American professors, particularly in 
history, sociology, and psychology, which students felt were some of the subjects most critical to 
their survival on campus.* The 1968 Olympics was significant for Black athletes, and Goss 
seems to recall Kareem [Abdul-Jabbar, formerly Lewis Alcindor] not participating. John Carlos 
and Tommie Smith showcased the Black Power Movement, inspiring students both on the 
UCLA campus and elsewhere. 
 
* Clarification: The BSU was founded in 1966.  
** The Center for Afro-American Studies (CAAS) was founded in 1969 
 
[00:03:29] 
Goss recounts interactions with [Maulana Ndabezitha] “Ron” Karenga [formerly, Ronald 
McKinley Everett]. [In 1966,] Karenga [co-founded] the US organization and created Kwanzaa. 
Karenga commuted to UCLA during Goss's freshman and sophomore year [1961 – 1963]. Goss 
reflects on the lack of Black consciousness he and other Black athletes had as they’d tease 
Karenga when they saw him walking down Bruin Walk wearing a dashiki and sandals, with a 
shaved head, attributing it to the dignity of African-American history. A shootout on campus 
involving the U.S. Organization and the BSU resulted in the death of several Black students.* 
Karenga is currently a professor [and the chair of the Africana Studies Department] at [California 
State University,] Long Beach.  
 
* On January 17, 1969, after a meeting between the U.S. and the BSU to discuss the 
qualifications for the director of the Afro-American Studies department, an altercation broke out, 
resulting in the deaths of John Jerome Huggins and Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter. 
 
[00:09:18] 
Goss’ recently retired brother-in-law, Dr. Halford Fairchild, was a professor at UCLA [from 
1978 – 1986] and sued the university after being denied tenure. Fairchild was featured in Ebony 
magazine for the false firing as the university claimed he hadn’t published enough.* Goss 
reiterates that there was no BSU, Black Power, or Black Panther Party when he and Ashe 
attended UCLA, as these all developed around the 1968 Olympics.  
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* According to the Los Angeles Times (Njeri, 1989), Fairchild was a UCLA assistant professor 
in the department of psychology and the Center for Afro-American Studies from 1978 – 1986. 
He was denied tenure in 1985 because the university claimed that his research on educational 
achievement was “ ‘a-theoretical’” and his portfolio "lacked 'superior intellectual achievement.'" 
On August 23, 1991, a summary judgment was granted in favor of The Regents of the University 
of California. Fairchild filed an appeal with the 2nd Appellate District on August 6, 1992. 
Fairchild is currently Professor Emeritus of Psychology and Black Studies at Pitzer College in 
Claremont, California. 
 
[00:10:43] 
Goss demonstrates how the provisions that he and other Black student-athletes received provided 
a different experience than that of other Black students. Namely, he didn’t realize that finding 
off-campus housing was a problem [for Black students] until later. Even among athletes, the 
basketball players seemed to receive preferential treatment compared to the football players and 
track athletes.  
 
[00:13:11] 
Compared to Goss, Tebbie Fowler, and George McQuarn, Ashe was even more involved with 
white students in the dorms because he couldn’t go home on weekends. Ashe spent a lot of time 
with his tennis teammates Dave Reed and Charlie Pasarell. Romantically, Ashe was adored by 
the white female students as there were few Black female students on campus, other than those 
who commuted.  
 
[00:16:03] 
Goss describes the significance of The Coop as an informal social space for the Black 
community, especially amongst the commuter students. Student-athletes also gathered there 
during the summer while working their summer jobs on campus. The Coop was located on the 
second floor of the Student Union, which had a variety of fast food. The Coop was where Blacks 
gathered socially to play bid whist and joke. Living in the dorms, Goss and Ashe spent less time 
in The Coop than other Black students, as their nightly dinners with McQuarn and Fowler 
became their social space.  
 
[00:22:45] 
Though two to three graduate students from Nigeria and South Africa also lived in Sproul Hall, 
they associated more with white female students and seemed to display a sense of superiority to 
the African-American students. Illustrating a perception about strongmindedness amongst 
Nigerian men, Goss recounts an experience with a delayed Nigerian Airways flight from London 
Heathrow Airport to Lagos, Nigeria. The distance between the Africans, who wore their 
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traditional dress in the dorms, and the African-American students explained Goss and the other 
Black athletes' reactions when to Karenga.  
 
[00:28:41] 
Goss describes the categories of Black students on campus when he and Ashe attended UCLA, 
and the events that led them to pledge Kappa Alpha Psi (Kappa) during their senior year. Black 
students fit into one of three categories. They were student-athletes living on campus. Or they 
were Black male commuter students, like John Duckett, who came from well-off families who'd 
attended historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs). Or they were Black female 
students whose families were alums of HBCUs. Many of the Black female students' families 
prevented their daughters from living on campus, fearing they'd be negatively influenced by 
white students or be unable to find a beau from a professional Black family. Goss describes how 
his girlfriend Liza Griffith, daughter of the first Black judge in L.A., [Thomas L.] Griffith -  had 
to move back home after they broke up.* 
 
* In 1950, Griffith became the first African-American male lawyer to be admitted to the Los 
Angeles Bar Association. In 1962, he was elected the first Black presiding jurist in L.A. County.  
 
[00:33:28] 
Goss and Ashe pledge Kappa at the beginning of senior year [1965]. Duckett commuted to 
campus in his Corvette Stingray and was cool. He was one of the three to four Black males on 
campus who came from professional families and majored in engineering. These students were 
also Kappas. Though Goss knew little about pledging, he knew the Kappa house was in West LA 
near Dorsey High School and he attended the annual fraternity football games. The fraternity 
games were major social events for Blacks in L.A., drawing student from Los Angeles State, the 
University of Southern California (USC), and California State Long Beach. Upsilon was the 
Kappa chapter Ashe and Goss joined, and its region included students throughout Los Angeles 
County.* Both the current social environment and future professional prospects attracted Ashe 
and Goss to join as all the Black parties took place at the fraternities and many notable 
professionals were Kappas, including Ralph Bunche and Wilt Chamberlain.   
 
* Founded in 1923 at UCLA, the Upsilon Chapter includes California State University, Los 
Angeles, California State University, Northridge 
[00:38:12] 
Walt Hazzard, who was Goss' roommate, played an integral role in recruiting Goss and Ashe. 
Hazzard moved into the Kappa House while sharing a dorm with Goss. [Lloyd] Michael Warren 
and his friend Cornell pledged a Jewish fraternity, and Goss humorously recalls seeing Warren 
and Cornell sing in a barbershop quarter with their fraternity at Spring Sing.* Hazzard had a big 
influence on Goss and Ashe, and he encouraged them to join, citing Tom Bradley as an example.  
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* For additional information, please see the oral history interview with Michael Warren. 
 
[00:40:40] 
Goss describes attending the fraternity football games in high school each spring. The games 
were the thing to do in L.A. from the 1950s to the 1970s every spring for 6-8 weeks. The games 
included [Sigma Pi Phi, Kappa Alpha Psi, Alpha Phi Alpha, and Omega Psi Phi.] Black athletes 
were recruited to play in the games, beautiful Black cheerleaders performed, and pledges stepped 
in a halftime show.  
 
[00:42:17] 
Goss recounts Hazzard teasing him and Ashe about how terribly they danced. Despite pulling 
Ashe and Goss aside to teach them the step routine, they couldn’t get it. The whole pledge class 
was punished until the Big Brothers eventually stopped trying to teach them. Goss and Ashe 
ultimately pledged the Kappas over the Omegas because they were sophisticated yet still fun. 
 
[00:45:36] 
Remembering Hell Night. After being kept at the Kappa House for two nights in a row, Goss, 
Ashe, and another pledge were tasked with driving to Tijuana, Mexico, at midnight and 
retrieving two to three used tickets from the Jai alai games at the fairgrounds after being kept at 
the Kappa House for two nights in a row. Successfully finding the tickets meant the trio and the 
rest of the pledge class avoided potential punishment. Goss describes the hazing and the 
solidarity that developed amongst the pledges. He also understands why more restraints have 
been placed on hazing now, noting that a Pledge Master was always designated to ensure things 
didn’t go too far. 
 
[00:54:26] 
The Kappa Network at work. After leaving the army, Goss joined the local graduate Kappa 
chapter in Riverside. Goss hosted a Kappa reception at his home, another at Mayor Ab Brown's 
home, and an event at the convention center. L.A. Mayor Tom Bradley and his staff attended the 
events. Though many have passed, most recently, his friend Dr. Cooper, Goss remains involved 
with the organization and still believes it was a good decision to join. 
 
[00:56:12] 
The last time Goss spoke to Ashe, Ashe was the guest speaker and award recipient at a Kappa 
reunion in Indiana in 1985 or 1986. While Ashe was at the event, he and Goss spoke on the 
phone. Goss joked with Ashe about never seeing him in the bushes in Vietnam. During their 
recruitment before [ROTC] summer camp, both Ashe and Goss had been told they’d conduct 
athletic exhibitions at army bases instead of going to Vietnam. However, Goss was ultimately 
sent to Vietnam and was unclear about how Ashe continued to play tennis during his term. The 
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interviewer explains Ashe was stationed at [the United States Military Academy at] West Point 
and coached on the tennis team.* 
 
* Please see the oral history interview with William “Bill” Malkemes. 
 
[00:59:19] 
Initially, Goss was told he’d coach a military member’s children and grandchildren in basketball. 
Marrying in July 1967 after he was assured he wouldn’t go to Vietnam, Goss dismissed his 
fiancé’s suggestion to flee to Canada, assuring her he wouldn’t be going to Vietnam. After 
returning from his honeymoon in October [1967], Goss received his orders to Vietnam. When 
the Pentagon insisted Goss go, he inquired about Ashe but was told his appointment was unclear. 
Despite a second promise to bring Goss back to the U.S. for the 1968 Olympic trials, Goss was 
forced to remain in Vietnam after the [the Tet Offensive, 1968].  
 
[01:03:47] 
After Goss left UCLA in 1966, Vietnam, not Black Power, was the main issue among Black 
advocates. Goss sensed that more Blacks were communist and anti-war before being involved in 
Black Power, including his then-wife. Goss recounts his and Ashe's relationships with the Chief 
of Army Sports, who presented Goss with an award at a press conference, highlighting his 
basketball talent in Fort Lewis, Washington in 1966 or 67. Goss suggests the chief likely 
arranged Ashe’s assignment to West Point.  
 
[01:06:15] 
After Vietnam, Goss received a plum assignment with the National Guard of the Army in 
Washington D.C. Goss was given a nice apartment in northwest D.C. He was also given special 
privileges to wear civilian clothing because his work involved mentoring Black youth in 
southeast D.C. With growing anti-war sentiment, his uniform could be dangerous. Affected both 
by the war and the recent assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Goss knew he could be 
perceived as a sellout for wearing his uniform. Goss suggests that comparatively, Ashe's station 
at West Point would have been like being behind a fortress.  
 
[01:10:02] 
Goss and Ashe lost touch during and after returning from Vietnam as Goss didn't know where 
Ashe was. After returning to the States, Goss went to Indianapolis for special training about 
controlling the minds of young radicals. Then he went to the Pentagon in D.C. From there, he 
was sent to the military district of Washington. Next, he was sent to play basketball.  
 
[01:11:55] 
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Goss wishes that he [Ashe, Fowler, and McQuarn] could have gotten back together before Ashe 
passed. Goss recounts speaking with Pasarell and receiving a donation towards his psychiatric-
modeled group home for boys who’d previously committed crimes.  
 
[01:14:03] 
Due to the busyness of his career, Goss was unaware when Ashe announced his HIV/AIDS 
diagnosis. From 1969-1985, Goss was a college basketball coach who regularly traveled 
worldwide recruiting players. Goss, Bernie Bickerstaff, [and Will Robinson] were the first Black 
college coaches at non-historical Black colleges. During this time, Goss also frequently accepted 
invitations to speak around the country about diversity in employment, as his status as one of 
Wooden's players and a military officer made people see him as "trustworthy." It wasn't until 
Goss was dating a woman who attended the Kappa reunion (sometime between 1985 and 88) at 
the fraternity headquarters in Indiana. Meeting Ashe, she put him on the phone with Goss. 
Within a year after speaking, Ashe contracted Human immunodeficiency virus infection and 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS).*  
 
* Ashe contracted HIV from a blood transfusion in 1983 and was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS in 
1988. Ashe announced his diagnosis on April 8, 1992 and died of AIDS-related pneumonia on 
February 6, 1993.  
 
 
 


