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[00:00:00] 
 
Buchholz was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1940.  Lived in St Louis for nearly 40 years 
before taking a job with the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) and moving to 
Dallas, Texas.  Buchholz moved to a few other locations before settling in Florida in 
1984.   
 
[00:00:52] 
 
Buchholz’s father was a teaching professional who taught tennis.  He worked at several 
clubs in the area.  His primary club was at Tower Grove Park in South St. Louis.  He 
worked there for 47 years.  Buchholz can’t recalled the first time he hit a tennis ball, but 
was told that he won the 13 and Under at age 7, won the 15 and Under at age 9 and 
won the men’s event when he was 14.  He won the Missouri Valley Men’s championship 
when he was 15.   
 
[00:02:32] 
 
There were no restrictions, age-wise, placed on Buchholz for these awards.  Tennis in 
the 50s.  Tennis was very popular.  In 1958 he and his brother were both seated #1 in 
their age range. Many good players came out of St. Louis, such as Jimmy Connors.  
Jimmy Conner’s mother took lessons from his father.  Many highly ranked players came 
out of St, Louis.  They had the Armory which allowed them to play tennis year round, so 
they could compete with players from California and Florida.  Buchholz father and Dr. 
Richard Hudlin were good friends.  His father gave lessons and clinics in the Black 
community.  Both his father and Hudlin believed that the talent for tennis was in the 
inner cities.   
 
[00:05:04] 
 
Buchholz father is Earl Buchholz and his brother is Cliff Buchholz.  Clift was nationally 
ranked in both the juniors and the mens.  He would go on to become a lawyer.  Clift was 
on the US Junior Davis Cup team with Ashe, Stan Smith and Charlie Pasarell.   
 
[00:05:44] 
 
Buchholz believed that the city was segregated during this time. Buchholz attended a 
private school where his father was a teacher. He later attended South West High 
School, where he does not remember there being any Black students.  Buchholz played 



in an American Tennis Association (ATA) tournament at Vassar High School, (a 
predominantly Black high school in St. Louis).  He won the tournament.   
 
[00:07:09] 
 
By the time Ashe had come to St. Louis in 1961, Buchholz had turned pro.  Buchholz 
believed that he most likely met Ashe some time in the mid-50s.  His most significant 
time spent with Ashe was when they were on  Men’s International Professional Tennis 
Council together.   
 
[00:08:34] 
 
Buchholz turned Pro the end of 1960.  The Open Era came in 1968, so during his best 
years he wasn’t allowed to play the Grand Slams.  Buchholz went Pro thinking Open 
Tennis was just around the corner.  His strategy was that turning Pro would allow him to 
play and develop with strong payers so that he would be ready for when tennis went 
Open.  But tennis would take 8 more years before it went Open.  If Buchholz had known 
he wouldn’t have gone Pro as early as he did.   
 
[00:10:57] 
 
As a Pro, Buchholz was under contract with Jack Kramer.  In 1968 Lamar Hunt 
introduced the World Championship Tennis circuit and some joined as others went to 
the National Tennis League.  Buchholz went with World Championship Tennis.  Ashe 
went Pro in 1969.  Buchholz didn’t get to meet Ashe during his time at Charles Sumner 
High School. 
 
[00:13:38] 
 
The Armory had five indoor courts.  St. Louis had many high ranked players and all 
because of the Armory.  All of the top juniors in the city played there.  The Armory was 
an integrated space.   
 
[00:15:06] 
 
Buchholz’s brother Cliff played with Ashe on the Junior Davis Cup team and would tell 
stories of how the team would not be let into a restaurant because of Ashe’s race and 
the whole team would refuse to go to that restaurant.  The Open Era changed tennis for 
the Pros.   
 
[00:17:12.01] 
 
In the first couple of years of the Open Era, in which amateurs could now compete with 
Pros, the Pros dominated the Slams.  Buchholz won the junior Grand Slams in 1958.   
 



[00:18:49] 
 
Australian officials were opposed to Open tennis.  In August of 1967 the chairman of 
Wimbledon invited eights Pros including Buchholz to proposed that if they were able to 
fill the stadium, then they would be invited to play at the stadium the following year.  The 
tournament was a huge success and they were invited to come play the next year.  This 
was the beginning of Open Tennis, which was a major shift in the politics of the sport.  
The Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) was founded shortly after, which Ashe 
was a part of.  It was a level of freedom for the players.   
 
[00:21:08] 
 
The Open Era shifted the power dynamics of tennis.  There was concern that in the new 
era Jack Kramer would end up running tennis, which is not what he intended to do.  The 
computer rankings were established during this time by ATP.  
 
[00:22:06] 
 
As the Open Era was underway, Buchholz career was developing in other ways:  he 
built an indoor court facility in St. Louis, he had a business with Sports Illustrated as well 
as work on TV.  Buchholz was less connected with developments at ATP.  Ashe, 
Charlie Pasarell, Stan Smith, and Cliff Drysdale were the developers of ATP.  
Eventually Pro Council was developed, which was comprised of the ITF, tournament 
directors worldwide.  There were 3 ITF representatives, 3 player representatives, and 3 
tournament directors representatives.  This group made up the governing body of 
ProCouncil.  The player boycott at Wimbledon in 1972 was a big deal.  The boycott 
happened because of Croatian player Nikola Pilic was not in good standing with his 
national association.  The Croatian association sent a letter to Wimbledon to bar Pilic 
from playing.  Wimbledon decided to support the decision of the association and players 
protested.   
 
[00:26:19] 
 
As a result of the boycott the ATP got stronger.  There was another boycott in 1974 with 
WCT pulling its players out of Wimbledon.  The Men’s Pro Council grew out these types 
of events to deal with these issues.  Ashe, Pasarell and Smith were all leaders in these 
developments.   
 
[00:28:26] 
 
During his time in the ATP is when Buchholz spent the most time with Ashe.  He recalls 
Ashe calling him asking him to be the head of the ATP.  Ashe, Smith and Pasarell 
recruited Buchholz for the position in 1980.  Both he and Ashe served on the Men’s Pro 
Council as player representatives, which he did from 1980-82. 
 
[00:29:20] 



 
Some of the meetings were held at the Essex House in New York. Buchholz and Ashe 
would go down to the Stage Deli.  Ashe would love the hot pastrami sandwiches.  They 
had similar goals for Men’s Pro Council.  They wanted players to be able to play 
wherever they wanted to play.  They wanted the behavior of the players to become 
more professional.  They created a code of conduct for tennis players.  They created 
the supervisor program which protected the tournaments from having to make decision 
on discipline.  That would be done by an independent person.  Prior to the code of 
conduct players would not get defaulted for bad behavior by the associations as they 
could risk losing a strong player.  Having an independent person make the decision 
protected the tournament.   
 
[00:31:54] 
 
The Code of Conduct was introduced in the early 80s.  It took a while for everyone to 
agree to it.  Marshall Happer introduced the idea of a code of conduct.  He initially put it 
together.  Then the players and tournament directors had to agree to it as well as the 
ITF, who was very reluctant.   
 
[00:33:36] 
 
Ashe was captain of the Davis Cup team at this time.  Ashe and McEnroe would go on 
to become good friends.  Buchholz believes Ashe helped McEnroe to win matches.  
Ashe was helping create the Code of Conduct while dealing with similar challenges with 
players as Davis Cup captain.   
 
[00:35:19.18] 
 
Part of the Code of Conduct was the need for professional umpires and professionals 
calling lines.  In the 60s Buchholz remembers people being called out of the stands to 
call lines.  The Code of Conduct brought professionals into the sport.   
 
[00:37:19] 
 
One of the other initiatives they established at ATP was a pension fund for players.  
Other sports had pensions.  When Buchholz was injured in the sport there was no 
support.  The initiative passed and Ashe was helpful in getting it through the Board.  
Eventually it was turned over to the Men’s Pro Council.   
 
[00:39:08] 
 
Ashe recognized that establishing a pension would help players.   
 
[00:41:52] 
 



Buchholz recalls some dinners together with Ashe and Jeanne Ashe.  Buchholz 
remembers playing Ashe’s last golf game with him.  They were playing golf and were 
going to go to Joe’s Stone Crab in Miami.  Joe’s is an institution in Miami and is favored 
by celebrities.  People often don’t bother with autographs, but when Ashe and Buchholz 
were there people were coming up to Ashe for autographs so much that they had to 
leave and wait in the alley before going to their table.  Buchholz recalls being on the golf 
course with Ashe, when they ran into one of Ashe’s doctors.  The doctor was 
encouraging Ashe to get a needed procedure while he was in Miami.  Ashe decided to 
do it instead in New York.  Buchholz remembers a call from Ashe around New Years 
canceling their golf game. Ashe and Buchholz started a program called The Good Life 
Program.  The program needed to be voted on by Miami chamber and Buchholz 
remembers Ashe calling him at 10 pm from the hospital to ask if the vote went through.  
In January, Ashe had to go back in the hospital again.  Buchholz went to Hawaii for 
HBO and on his return to Miami, one of the porters at the airport told him that Ashe had 
just passed away.   
 
[00:47:09] 
 
Ashe’s legacy and inspiration lives on in The Ashe Buchholz Tennis Center in Miami 
and First Serve, an inner city program. 
 
[00:48:08] 
 
The Good Life is a mentoring program for inner city youths which began in 1992.  
Buchholz and Ashe created the program.   
 
[00:51:12] 
 
Buchholz discusses splitting prize money in a fair way.  Some players were not in 
support of this and wanted players to do whatever they wanted prize money-wise.  
Some players did not want rules.  Ashe didn’t support that.  He felt that rules were 
needed.  Women players were not involved in these dynamics.  They were trying to 
create their own models.  In the amateur days men and women tours were together, but 
tournaments would put women on the lesser courts.   Buchholz’s tournament was the 
first to put men and women together outside of the slams. It was very controversial.  It 
was questioned in the men’s locker room why women were getting the same prize 
money as men.  But the women players were selling tickets. Many tournaments have 
become combined events.   


