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[00:00:20] Introduction: Born in El Salvador and lives in an urban center with a lot of 

buses. Her dad dies when she is three years old. She feels nauseous because 
of the smell of gasoline. 

[00:04:55] Today she lives in San Francisco where she works as a house cleaner. She 
joins the Women’s Collective where she learns her rights and can find work 
regardless of her immigration status. 

[00:06:37] Wants to share about chemicals and the health problems that said products 
cause especially in the long run. For example, she never spoke to her mom 
about her reactions to exhaust when she was a kid. 

[00:09:08] In the past, there were employers who insisted they use strong toxic 
products. She prefers to use natural products at work and in her own home, 
including lemon for mold. 

[00:11:31] Symptoms affect her eyes, nose, and throat, but she has not been to a doctor. 
For example, the Clorox burns her. She says the most damaging are Clorox 
and Ajax. 

[00:15:55] Fired for not using toxic products – the employers found another company 
that didn’t insist on using green products as does the Collective. 

[00:17:57] Primarily cleans houses and hotels but also some offices. Her health only 
affects her own life but not her relationships with her family. 

[00:22:01] Takes some allergy pills. Sometimes she has to use toxic products at a new 
job but not thereafter or again. 

[00:24:34] Becomes involved with organizations for immigrant women and domestic 
workers. She is surprised by how many people there are and from so many 
different countries. The Collective helps her with her immigration 
documents; her lawyer told her that as a member of an organization, her 
case is stronger. 

[00:29:12] Attends meetings and events, including those in Washington, D.C., Las 
Vegas, and Southern California. Currently fights for SB 1257. 

[00:32:40] She is a fundraising organizer and also a representative of California 
workers; accordingly, she is a leader within the organization. She describes 
her responsibilities, including helping other people go to events. 

[00:34:43] Does not identify as an activist, just a member of a community in which 
everyone helps one another. She overcomes her fear and today speaks in 
front of politicians and the public. 



[00:38:03] Explains the negative effects of coronavirus that are especially notable for 
the Latina community because of socioeconomic disparities. For one, rent is 
a big problem. 

[00:41:05] Acknowledges that there are some disproportionate impacts of chemicals 
for women because of the work they do. 

[00:44:44] Wishes that chemical factories will close. Thanks the university for 
listening to her story. End of the recording. 

 
 
   


