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Interview with John Lampl 
SESSION 1 (9/1/2020) 

Timed Log 
 

 
[00:00:00] 
John Lampl is born in April 1942 in Los Angeles, California. He graduates from University High School 
in West Los Angeles and attends Santa Monica Community College (SMC) for two years before 
transferring to the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Graduates from UCLA in 1964 with a 
bachelor’s in political science and 1965 with a master’s in journalism. Serves in the army from 1965 – 
1970. Returns to the States and works for American Express for two years before joining BOAC (British 
Overseas Airways Corporation), which evolves into British Airways. Works for British Airways for forty-
one years before retiring and dividing time between New York and Miami, Florida. Currently recovering 
from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).  
 
[00:02:39] 
Maintains a relationship with UCLA through Dean [Pat] Turner’s advisory committee and the alumni 
organization in New York [the UCLA Alumni Tri-State New York Network]. Has volunteered for the 
Arthur Ashe Legacy Booth at the U.S. Open every year since 2016. He also knew Arthur Ashe at UCLA.  
 
[00:03:42] 
Introduced to tennis through his father, a champion fencer who played tennis on the weekends at Griffith 
Park and Barrington Playground. Joins the varsity tennis team at SMC but shifts to intramural tennis 
when he enters UCLA in 1962, where Arthur Ashe and Charlie Pasarell are the top-ranked players. Lives 
in London for a year in 1979 and plays on the British Airways Tennis Club.  
 
[00:06:06] 
First encounters Ashe working as a groundskeeper for the UCLA tennis courts located between Dykstra 
and Sproull Hall. Ashe begins attending UCLA in 1961, and he maintains the courts. On one occasion, 
Ashe calls campus police to break up an altercation involving a foursome who exceed their time limit on 
the courts. Lampl and Ashe also participate in the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
simultaneously, though Lampl’s a year ahead* of Ashe.  
 
* Correction: Ashe begins attending UCLA in 1961, and Lampl enters in 1962. 
 
[00:09:59] 
Ashe and Pasarell lead the UCLA men’s tennis team, and Ashe serves at [the United States Military 
Academy] at West Point [from 1967- 69]. Watches Ashe play several times and [reconnects with] him 
through business.  
 
[00:11:08] 
Describes family’s athletic background. Parents come to Los Angeles from Vienna, Austria in 1939. 
Mother is a champion swimmer for a Jewish sports club in Vienna called the [S.C.] Hakoah. Father is 
affiliated with the Los Angeles Athletic Club in the late 40s and 50s. Father is also a Pacific Coast 
champion in saber and foil, and he declines an offer to compete in the Olympics in 1956 due to family 
commitments. Brother competes competitively in skiing for several years. The Lampl family lived at 917 
South Windsor Blvd., just north of Olympic Blvd., just west of Crenshaw Blvd. Moved to West LA in 
1954. Lampl grows up playing tennis at Griffith Park, and the sport seems popular to him at the time due 
to his father's interest.  
 
[00:14:44] 
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Both parents are Jewish and meet through the Hakoah; his mother on the swim team and his father on the 
fencing team. They wait to marry in L.A. [Yaron Zilberman,] an Israeli T.V. producer, documents the 
Hakoah's women's swim team in Watermarks (2004). Jewish culture is only a significant part of life when 
his grandmother takes him to temple intermittently.  
 
[00:17:24] 
Recounts academic journey, beginning with his graduation from University High School in 1960 to his 
UCLA graduate degree [1965]. The family moves to Westwood in 1954, and he becomes quite familiar 
with the campus. Describes current involvement with UCLA, including the Ashe Legacy Booth. Recounts 
a documentary shown on the first day of the U.S. Open [August 31, 2020] with clips of Ashe, MaliVai 
Washington, the Williams Sisters, Maria Bueno, and Althea Gibson (who he met through [Eugene] 
“Gene” Scott). Anticipates returning to operate the Ashe Legacy Booth next year [Due to the 2020 
COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Open took place without spectators.] 
 
[00:20:07] 
Volunteers with the Ashe Legacy Booth beginning in 2016 after receiving an email invitation from the 
UCLA alumni organization in New York. Begins managing the booth after his first year, which allows 
him to work as much as possible and receive ground passes for matches. While working for British 
Airways, he attends the French and Australian Opens. He also plays on the grass courts at Wimbledon.  
 
[00:22:13] 
Follows UCLA tennis during college but doesn’t attend matches. Graduates, marries (1964), and has his 
first daughter (1966). Joins British Airways and meets Ashe professionally while promoting Wimbledon. 
Lives in London in 1979 and attends Wimbledon every day for a fortnight. Reflects on notable tennis 
broadcasters including Dan Maskell (British Broadcasting Corporations’s “voice of Wimbledon”); the 
McEnroe brothers; Darren Cahill; Donald Dell; Bud Collins; and his good friend, Richard Evans.  
 
[00:25:40] 
Defining moments of college years. On November 22, 1963, while he’s in Haines Hall for a political 
science class, someone enters the classroom and speaks to the professor. The professor tells them that 
President John F. Kennedy has been assassinated and dismisses the class. The Royce Hall bells ring as 
students walk around, dazed and tearful. 
 
[00:27:31] 
September 11, 2001 (9/11) becomes a defining moment in his professional career. Both he and his wife 
work for airlines. On the way to work, their radio station, WCBS Radio 88, is interrupted with the 
announcement that a plane has crashed into the World Trade Center. He watches real-time as the second 
aircraft hits the second tower. British Airways has 30-40 aircraft en route from London to North America. 
Several must land in [Gander,] New Foundland [Canada] after the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) shuts down the airspace.  
  
[00:30:27] 
Active duty deferment allows him to complete graduate school. Goes from UCLA graduate school to Fort 
Benning, Georgia for infantry school in November 1965. Next, goes to [Fort Holabird in] Baltimore, 
Maryland in January 1966, then Fort Bragg (North Carolina) for several weeks before Vietnam. At one 
point, he's shot down in Vietnam. Vietnam opens the door to travel and convinces him to get into the 
travel industry. There's an aspect of tennis in all of his travels. He plays tennis at Fort Bragg; Okinawa, 
Japan; Turkey; Kenya; Italy; France; and at least twenty more countries. Tennis and travel also allow him 
to travel with notable people such as Margaret Thatcher and Ivan Lendl.  
 
[00:36:00] 



 3 

The draft and his grandfather’s encouragement motivate him to join ROTC in high school, despite its 
unpopularity with some students. Continues ROTC at UCLA and gets commissioned as a second 
lieutenant after receiving his bachelor’s. Advances to first lieutenant in Vietnam, and leaves the army 
after becoming a captain. ROTC at UCLA involves army history and leadership courses and weekly 
marches on the parade ground with an M-1 rifle. Remembers passing Ashe on the parade ground and 
sharing classes. 
 
[00:38:42] 
Chooses military intelligence after being denied army aviation due to vision. Completes infantry officer 
basic course at Fort Benning, then transitions to Fort Holabird in Baltimore, Maryland. Settles on the East 
Coast after returning from Vietnam.  
 
[00:40:13] 
Describes COVID recovery. 
 
[00:41:01] 
Participates in ROTC from 1962 - 64. Though voluntary, many friends who don’t participate are drafted 
2-3 years later. Approved to pursue army aviation between 1967-8, which would entail returning to 
Vietnam. Declines the offer in order to begin a post-military career to support his family.  
 
[00:43:22] 
First memory of protests involves the Shah of Iran [Mohammed Reza Pahlavi] visiting UCLA for a 
speech [and honorary degree in June 1964]. An airplane flies overhead on the field saying, "Go Home, 
Shah!" Witnesses Dr. Martin Luther King's March on Washington [August 1963]. Also serves on police 
duty with army intelligence for the Resurrection City protests [May 1968]. 
 
[00:47:19] 
Surprised during his military intelligence interview when questioned about whether he is ok bunking with 
a Black person. Describes how those in his life have always come from varied racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, both during childhood and current life, including his wife, who is from Cuba. 
 
[00:49:26] 
Sees Ashe infrequently [during his life] but loves him and what he stands for on and off the court. 
References Ashe’s win over [Jimmy] Connors [at Wimbledon in 1975]. Describes the involvement of 
Gloria Connors and Richard Williams in their children's tennis careers.  
 
[00:50:14] 
Tennis has continued to progress and diversify, with  Althea Gibson*, Evonne Goolagong,**  [Venus and 
Serena] Williams, and Yannick Noah being examples. Mentions Ashe discovered Noah in Cameroon 
[Please see Marty Riessen's interview for details about Ashe’s first encounter with Noah]. Describes Gene 
Scott and Richard Evans’ talents for spotting upcoming talent, like Milos Raonic from Canada.  
 
* Althea Gibson became the first African-American to win a Grand Slam title in 1956. 
** Evonne Goolagong is of Aboriginal Australian descent and became the highest-ranking female 
Australian player on tour in the 1980s.  
 
[00:55:14] 
Recognizes the exclusivity of some tennis clubs in the 1950s and 60s and the lack of diversity in college 
tennis, but never experiences discrimination based on Jewish culture. UCLA is diverse during his college 
years and continues to diversify. Traveling reveals how isolated the U.S. is compared to the world and 
makes a case for children learning languages earlier. Due to negative perceptions of German in the mid-
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late 40s, his parents never teach him or his siblings the language. Expresses a desire for his young 
grandson to learn different languages.  
 
[01:00:31] 
UCLA welcomes students from around the world and had many diverse professors and researchers. The 
diversity in ROTC is consistent with the rest of the campus.  
 
[01:01:50] 
Reflects on those he has known who have lost their lives in Vietnam. Frank Holgian, a high school ROTC 
classmate, is the first person he knows who dies in Vietnam. Months after meeting Marine commander JJ 
Carol on a troopship en route to Vietnam, he learns Carol was killed by friendly fire. A classmate from 
Fort Holabird (Maryland) is shot and killed by a sapper in Saigon while teaching English to Vietnamese 
students in a church.  
 
[01:04:20] 
Reflects on past travels and travel ambitions to Vietnam, China, Antarctica, Polynesia, New Zealand, 
Russia, India, and the Seven Wonders of the World. Makes an effort to play tennis everywhere he travels. 
Playing in Vail, Colorado, 8,000 feet above sea level, he learns to use high-altitude tennis balls. Playing 
around the world provides some insight into the different environmental conditions to which professional 
players must constantly adapt. 
 
[01:08:38] 
Recaps academic and professional career [summarized above]. Returns from Vietnam in August 1967 and 
joins the 116th military intelligence group based in Washington D.C. for a year and a half before moving 
to New York. Works for American Express from 1968 to January 1970 before answering a blind ad for 
Editor & Publisher. The ad describes a press officer position for a foreign airline, which turns out to be 
BOAC. Joins BOAC on February 2, 1970, and serves there for forty-one years.  
 
[01:11:50] 
Reconnects with Ashe after 1979. A trip to Cyprus in the mid-70s leads him to connect with the British 
Airways Concorde Club and tennis section, akin to an intramural tennis team. Takes an opportunity to 
swap with another British Airways employee to live in London for a year in 1979. Watches Ashe play in 
Wimbledon, and Gene Scott reconnects them. On several occasions, British Airways invites Ashe to draw 
a number for someone to receive a free trip to Wimbledon.  
 
[01:15:07] 
Shares a flight with Ashe, Mark Cox, Marty Riessen from New York to London on their route to the 
South African Open [likely in 1973]. Tennis players boycott South Africa Open later due to apartheid.  
 
[01:17:18] 
Ashe would typically do the BOAC drawing before Wimbledon in April or May.* Conversation with 
Ashe usually involved Wimbledon or the U.S. Open. Watches Ashe play Rod Lavar once in Philadelphia 
in an Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) tournament in the early 70s. Describes Ashe as a player 
who plays with less power but more control and fluidity.  
 
* Ashe participated in the drawing on two occasions. The drawings took place at the British Airways 
execuitve office at 245 Park Avenue, New York City, 10017 
 
[01:19:43] 
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Never hits around with Ashe, but interacts with other celebrities through tennis and travel. Plays at 
Charlie Farrell’s [Racquet Club of Palm Springs]. Wins an Italian-Swiss watch in 1994, partnering with 
Roger Moore’s son at a tournament at the Monte Carlo Country Club.  
 
[01:23:36] 
Interview interrupted, and recording paused as interviewee retrieves charger.  
 
[01:23:54] 
[Correction: Interviewer states Ashe announced AIDS diagnosis in 1990. Ashe announces his diagnosis 
on April 8, 1992.] 
 
[01:24:17] 
Watching Ashe as the captain of the Davis Cup Team, Ashe always seems like a calming force, especially 
for players like John McEnroe.  
 
[01:26:37] 
Learns about Ashe’s heart attacks and eventually his blood transfusion, which results in his HIV/AIDS 
diagnosis. As HIV/AIDS is just emerging, he is horrified to know that something like that could happen 
in the U.S., where medicine is supposed to be the best in the world. 
 
[01:27:23] 
Last interacts with Ashe likely before he resigns from playing [in 1980]. However, he continues to follow 
and revere his post-tennis career, including his involvement with South Africa. 
 
[01:28:37] 
Experiences the precarity of South Africa under apartheid firsthand while working for British Airways 
and organizing multiple trips for journalists in collaboration with a South Africa tourist office. Several 
trips are ultimately canceled. Finally achieves personal and professional ambitions of traveling to South 
Africa several years ago.  
 
[01:32:13] 
Loses contact with many in the tennis world after Gene Scott passes [March 20, 2006]. Involvement in 
the Arthur Ashe Legacy [at UCLA] allows him to get reconnected. Recommends interviewing Richard 
Lewis [former member of British Davis Cup team]. Lewis is both a former president of the All-England 
[Lawn Tennis & Croquet] Club (AELTC) and CEO of Wimbledon. 
 
[01:34:40] 
At the U.S. Open booth, volunteers talk about Ashe, UCLA and raise money for the [Arthur Ashe Jr.] 
Scholarship at UCLA through sales. Johnnie Ashe visits the booth one year. Lampl aspires to see an Ashe 
museum at UCLA and growth in scholarship about Ashe’s life. He's currently reading a senior thesis 
about Ashe’s activism [Racial Affinities and Refugee Policy: A Case Study on Systemic Global Racism by 
Maripau Paz, the inaugural recipient of the Arthur Ashe Jr. Scholarship in 2019-2020].  
 
[01:40:59] 
Final comments and a memory from Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). Remembers seeing the 
radiance of Ashe's smile while passing by him in drill.  


