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[00:00:00] 
 
Johnson was born in Washington DC at Freedmen's Hospital (now Howard University Hospital) in 1961. 
Johnson comes from a tennis family, (as the grandson of Dr. Robert Walter Johnson).  Johnson was the 
youngest of 5 siblings who all played tennis.  Johnson started playing when he was 5 years old.  Both 
Johnson's grandfather and father loved and played tennis which they share with both their family and the 
community.   
 
[00:01:36] 
 
Johnson was playing 10 and under tennis tournaments, since he was 5 until 10 years old. Johnson's father 
would coach players while his grandfather tended to his medical practice. Johnson's family moved to DC 
before he was born and his father taught tennis to kids in the DC area.  Johnson's father had an amazing 
ability to improve any player's game.  Dr. Robert Walter Johnson started the family's tennis tradition.  His 
great grandfather was a successful businessman and afforded his children resources and a great educa-
tion.  Johnson's grandfather attended Lincoln University and Meharry Medical College.  Lange mentions 
that his grandfather, despite family resources, had to chart his own course.  He eventually moved to 
Lynchburg, VA.  He was the first African American doctor to gain access to Lynchburg General Hospital 
(Centra Lynchburg General Hospital).  To stay healthy he continued with his tennis playing, building a 
court in his backyard.   
 
[00:05:51] 
 
From 1946-1971, his grandfather was committed to breaking the color line in tennis, which he did with 
Althea Gibson in 1950 and Arthur Ashe, who became the first African American male to win a major ten-
nis title in 1968.  He still remains the only African American male to win any Grand Slam titles.  Lange 
explains why he thinks that is still the case.  He mentions that segregation forced African Americans to 
commit to one another and therefore may have been a benefit.  His grandfather did have non-African 
American players at his summer tennis camp, such as Tam Elizabeth O'Shaughnessy, who was recom-
mended to the camp by Billie Jean King. Tina Watanabe was another young tennis player who trained at 
the camp. His grandfather would house nearly a dozen students every summer. Students would stay at 
neighboring houses.  Lange discusses his grandfather's training philosophy.  Students had to call close 
balls in during integrated events, so as to not upend the opportunity to compete.   
 
[00:10:39.02] 
 
Lange discusses the challenges his grandfather faced in attempting to integrate tennis.  He recalls an inter-
scholastic tournament in Charlottesville, VA.  Dr. Johnson brought two players who lost the game.  This 
encouraged him to develop a tournament that would help identify the best and brightest players.  His 
grandfather passed away when Lange was 9 years old.  He remembers attending an event where the red 
carpet was rolled about for his grandfather.  While Dr. Johnson was alive he increased access to USLTA 
events for African Americans, after his passing many of those doors closed.  Lange remembers arriving 
for a tournament where he was asked to play a match to qualify even though they had already quali-
fied.  His grandfather created the junior development program at the American Tennis Association 
(ATA). 
 



[00:18:46] 
 
Lange mentions there is nothing today that replicates the work that his grandfather established.  Arthur 
Ashe was very representative of the "on the court" temperament that his grandfather encouraged.   
 
[00:22:33] 
 
Lange discussed tennis in the Black community. Having role models such as Althea Gibson and Arthur 
Ashe, encouraged more African Americans to play.  Restoring his grandfather's legacy.   
 
[00:27:01] 
 
In DC the family lived near Dupont Circle. They would play tennis where the City Open now ex-
ists.  When Ashe would come to town, he would call to have Lange and siblings warm him up in prepara-
tion for a match. At 16th St and Kennedy, Lange's father would have tennis camps. Kids would travel 
from all parts of the city to take instruction from his father. Although tennis had begun as an elite sport, 
having role models meant that more African Americans of different class backgrounds found potential in 
the sport.  Developing tennis could lead to college scholarships. His grandfather was born in 1899 and 
was in college by the time he was 18, this was remarkable at the time.   
 
[00:31:09] 
 
Lange details the public courts available in DC at the time. Turkey Thicket was one of the other courts the 
he and other African Americans would play at in DC. 16th and Kennedy Courts were clay courts and the 
courts at Turkey Thicket were hard courts. By the time Lange was 13, he was playing the men's events at 
DC Public Parks Tournament.  Lange discusses country clubs in the area.  Edgemoor Club was one of the 
first to integrate.   
 
[00:34:20.03] 
 
Integration and local events.  Lange recalls that tournaments would employ different subtle tactics to op-
pose integration.  In 1970, he remembers his father working with Juan Farrow. 
 
[00:37:44.10] 
 
Materials, equipment, and clothing for playing tennis.  Many of the players got their equipment from Dr. 
Johnson.  Whites were expected at tournaments.  Over time competitive players would reach out to com-
panies for sponsorship.  Playing tennis could be costly depending on the degree to which a player partici-
pated.  To play tennis, players would need money for clothes, shoes, equipment and maintenance, tourna-
ment fees.  Traveling to events was a big expense.  Dr. Johnson subsidized much of the expenses of his 
students. 
 
[00:42:59] 
 
First meeting Arthur Ashe.  Lange was probably 7 or 8 years old.  The last time Lange played with Ashe 
was in 1978.   He remembers Ashe calling the family phone at 8 in the morning to play.  They planned to 
meet at the stadium at the Charles Smith Center. Ashe was running late. When Lange arrived the only 
other person in the stadium beside the workers was John McEnroe.  Ashe had invited McEnroe, they were 
playing doubles together in the match.  Lange got to hit with McEnroe for 45 minutes before Ashe ar-
rived.  Then he hit with Ashe, who gave him notes.  Lange shares the notes that Ashe gave him.   
 



[00:49:46] 
 
Describes the relationship between Dr. Johnson and Ashe.  He recalls an initial conversation between Dr. 
Johnson, his grandfather, and Ashe's father when Ashe was resisting Dr. Johnson's instruction.  Ashe had 
a lot of respect for Dr. Johnson.   
 
[00:55:12] 
 
Ashe had no issue incorporating Dr. Johnson's style of training in terms of dealing with integrated 
games.  Representing the race was an important factor.  Ashe mentioned in an interview that he wish he 
could have been more expressive on court like other players.  Lange remembers players that had difficulty 
in adhering to Dr. Johnson's approach, such as Art Carrington and Althea Gibson.   
 
[01:02:30] 
 
Lange recalls hitting with Ashe during his childhood.  The last time Lange spoke to Ashe was in the early 
80s.  He called Ashe to get help in securing equipment.  Lange was 19 years old.  He mainly spoke to 
Ashe about tennis.   
 
[01:05:56] 
 
Ashe supported young Black tennis players such as Yannick Noah.  He helped Lange get into the Bollet-
tieri Tennis Academy when he was a senior in high school.  Lange's father leaned on Ashe about giving 
back.   Bollettieri's camp was getting a great deal of attention at that time.  Ashe made it possible for 
Lange to attend and covered the cost.  He attended the second half of his senior year.  Nick Bollettieri was 
focused on competitive players that he knew.   
 
[01:09:52] 
 
Ashe played City Open in DC, which was run by Donald Dell every year.  Lange found Ashe to be hon-
est, caring, straight forward.  He felt that he had a lot of weight on his shoulders due to his suc-
cess.  Recalls Jesse Jackson's criticism of Ashe not being as vocal as he should be.  Lange's grandfather 
wrote Ashe a letter before he passed away urging Ashe to "not close the door behind him," that he needed 
to take a more active role in bringing more African Americans up the line in tennis.  Lange speaks on 
Ashe's legacy.   


