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Interview with Stuart Fields 
SESSION 1 (8/14/2020) 

Timed Log 
 
[00:00:00] 
Stuart H. Fields is born in Chicago, Illinois on December 15, 1943.  Family moves to southern 
California in 1949 for his father's business.  Decides to attend college locally, choosing the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) over the University of Southern California (USC) 
because it is cheaper though more academically challenging.  Begins attending UCLA in 1961 
and majors in business administration with a specialization in finance and insurance.  Though he 
shares a major with Ashe, they meet through the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). 
 
[00:03:08] 
Describes first impressions of the UCLA campus.  He is excited yet intimidated by the size and 
rigor of the campus.  Commutes to campus similar to many other students.  Business 
administration has many students, with six to eight specialization options, including accounting, 
marketing, business law, finance, and insurance.  He specializes in finance and insurance.  
 
[00:05:20] 
He is generally aware of social movements on campus but does not participate in the movements 
or other extracurricular activities.  Spends most of his time focusing on classes, and outside of 
school, he participates in ROTC and works for his father's liquor store on the weekends from 
freshman through junior year.  A year after President John F. Kennedy is assassinated on 
[November 22] 1963, Fields’ father is killed during a liquor store hold-up.  
 
[00:08:00] 
JFK is assassinated during the beginning of junior year.  Learns about the assassination while 
working on a homecoming float for Scabbard & Blade*, a sorority that supported the ROTC.  
They are working on the float in a field near the student union and the current location of Pauley 
Pavilion.  Initially does not understand why students are walking around crying until someone 
tells him Kennedy's been shot.  Cannot even conceive that he would be killed and does not learn 
about his death until later that day or the next.  The event is one of the most traumatic of his 
lifetime.  Kennedy is seen as a hero amongst the students and excites many young people.  
 
*Scabbard and Blade is a college military honor society that was founded in 1904.  According to 
the webpage UCLA Army ROTC Alumni Friends in Arms Friends for Life, the Sabers were an 
auxiliary organization of women "who defied UCLA convention and as antiwar sentiment grew 
still supported the ROTC cadets.  As gender integration advanced in the military[,] the role of 
women changed [,] and the unit admitted [its] first women."  Photos on the webpage appear to 
show women participating in the Sabers between 1964 - 1967.  According to Rolling Stone, the 
first women entered ROTC in 1970.  And as stated in the “History of Army ROTC” on the UC 
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Berkeley Army ROTC webpage, “in 1972, previous restriction that prohibited full participation 
by women in the Army ROTC were lifted.” 
 
[00:11:41] 
The students are characteristically very liberal, and the campus has a hippie vibe.  Girls wear 
their hair long with no make-up, dressing in loose clothing, and many do not wear bras.  Boys 
also wear their hair long.  Many people smoke marijuana and listen to rock & roll and stars like 
Jimi Hendrix.  
 
[00:13:53] 
ROTC is mandatory for all male students during their first two years when he enters in 1961.  
They take a 2-unit class that involves book learning about the military with instructors that are 
non-commissioned or junior officers.  Colonel Ashby is the head of the program.  
 
[00:15:56] 
Women are not part of ROTC.  However, Scabbard & Blade* is an optional extracurricular for 
women, and they participate in social and award events to organize, provide food, and support 
ROTC.  
 
*the Sabers;  See note at [00:08:00]. 
 
[00:17:55] 
There are some protests on campus, but they do not have any direct impact on ROTC 
participation.  Few students continue after the first two years, with perhaps a hundred students in 
the junior class.  He chooses to complete all four years due to the draft.  Though not interested in 
a military career, he prefers to go as an officer.  Also, he wants flexibility about his assignment 
and the ability to complete graduate school before active duty. 
 
[00:20:10] 
Those who complete the last two years of ROTC receive monthly pay and a uniform allowance.  
Between junior and senior year, the class spends six weeks at Camp Pendleton [San Diego, 
California] training with the [United States] Marine [Corp].  ROTC shifts to a voluntary basis in 
1962, but it is unclear how that impacted the program's [overall] number of students.  
 
[00:21:57] 
First meets Arthur Ashe through ROTC.  Ashe gives a presentation on safe sex and avoiding 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs).  Students have to prepare lesson plans to learn how to 
present to soldiers on a relevant topic.  The students are humored, yet Ashe remains very serious 
throughout the presentation.  He covers a range of topics, including a prophylactic called a 
"French tickler."  The cadets laugh so hard during the presentation that Fields has tears streaming 
down his face, and Ashe still maintains his composure throughout the presentation.  
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[00:26:27] 
For each presentation topic, the presenter prepares an outline and lesson plan and gives the 
presentation at the end of the week.  The presenter has about forty-five minutes to give his 
classmates the presentation while the instructor observes and critiques at the end.  Ashe's topic is 
risqué, but it is appropriate, particularly for young men going into the military and traveling 
abroad.  Ashe gives this presentation sometime between junior and senior year [1963 - 1965].  
 
[00:30:47] 
Because he and Ashe are both on the brigade staff, they have more interaction together.  He is an 
S-4, and Ashe is in a command position, so they both have leadership roles.  Does not recall 
specific interactions, but they have more interaction because they must coordinate what they 
would do for the ROTC corps.  Responsibilities include preparing for events, such as marching 
on the parade field. 
 
[00:33:49] 
Ashe is an easy-going, laid back guy who never seems to get uptight or excited.  Believes that 
beyond his athletics, Ashe is also quite strong academically.  Ashe seems like the perfect person 
to give a straight- faced presentation on STDs because he is so laid back, and it fits his 
personality, which makes it even funnier to the cadets.  
 
[00:36:52] 
Brigade staff designations explained.  S-1 is personnel, S-2 is intelligence, S-3 is operations, and 
S-4 is supply.  However, they do not function explicitly in these positions since they are on 
campus.  Serves as an S-4 throughout senior year.  As staff, they do not have leadership over 
cadets.  Instead, the student commander and deputy commanders have the command 
responsibilities.  
 
[00:38:50] 
Ashe and Freddie Goss are two of the athletes in ROTC.  Though aware of Ashe as a college 
tennis star, he does not ever see him play as a student.  UCLA has many prominent teams, but 
the primary focus is on basketball and football.  Women's sports only come later [after Title IX is 
passed on June 23, 1972], particularly in track & field and basketball.  The men's basketball team 
plays in the college gym that seats 2,000 until Pauley Pavilion opens [on June 11, 1965], and the 
seating increases to over 12,800.  
 
[00:43:49] 
ROTC is a small community once they are juniors and seniors.  However, they are all spread 
across campus with different majors. 
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[00:45:19] 
During the beginning of senior year in November 1964, his father is killed in a liquor store hold-
up.  Initially wants to drop out of school due to depression, but his father's friend convinces him 
to continue.  Of his four brothers, he is the last to see his father alive and has the closest 
relationship.  He connects the loss of his father with his beliefs against the death penalty and 
understanding Black Lives Matter and the impact of violently losing a loved one. 
 
[00:52:51] 
Compares political perspectives of the generally liberal and educated student population with the 
more conservative and less educated soldiers he interacts with during active duty.  Grows up 
more liberal, but only becomes politically involved later in life.  Some students protest, but he is 
not personally involved as an ROTC cadet.  ROTC cadets are physically distinctive on campus 
due to their short hair and clean-cut dress code.  Despite not experiencing any issues, he knows 
not to wear his uniform on campus because it could solicit dirty looks. 
 
[01:00:08] 
Attends ROTC summer camp between junior and senior year for basic infantry training [summer 
1964].  Camp is physically intensive.  Cadets complete an obstacle course, crawling under 
barbed wire while explosive devices are going off.  Units travel to the camp together by bus and 
remain as a unit at the camp for six weeks.  Summer camp is likely the first time cadets practice 
firing a weapon as there is no shooting range on campus.  Also, practices firing exercises at Fort 
Knox [after being commissioned in 1965], which involve tanks and pistols.  On campus, cadets 
dress in a suit and tie for ROTC, whereas they wear combat fatigues at Camp Pendleton.  
 
[01:07:14] 
Graduates and earns his commission in 1965.  Begins a master's program in business 
administration at California State [University], Northridge, in September 1965.  Graduates at the 
beginning of 1968 and begins working in the private sector for Hughes Tool Company in Culver 
City, CA.  Reports for active duty in March 1968 and begins tank school at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, and deploys to Germany.  Time in graduate school counts towards his promotion to 
first lieutenant despite not being on active duty.  
 
[01:10:15] 
He does not have any contact with Ashe until discharging from the military in 1970 and bumping 
into him in eastern Europe.  During his final two weeks in the military, he is kept out of the war 
room, and the nuclear codes are changed.  Military clears him for discharge to eastern Europe 
despite having a top-secret military clearance.  Travels through and camps out in 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, [Turkey, and Israel].  
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[01:14:20] 
Drives a hitchhiker to meet her boyfriend in Bucharest, Romania, and learns that American 
tennis players are visiting, including Charlie Pasarell, Stan Smith, and Ashe.  Ilie Năstase and 
Ion Țiriac invited the American players to come from Paris to Bucharest to raise money for 
people who had lost their homes in the recent flooding.  The couple directs him to Ashe's hotel, 
and the front desk directs him to the restaurant where he is eating dinner.  He surprises Ashe at 
the restaurant, and Ashe invites him to come by his hotel room.  
 
[01:19:33] 
Spends three days with Ashe.  Attends a party at the ambassador of Romania's house, and 
meeting his daughter prompts him to ask Ashe whether he is able to meet and date [young 
women].  Noting his position as a representative of the U.S., Ashe says that he cannot and must 
be very careful.  Fields also meets the daughter of the symphony orchestra's conductor and 
attends a concert with her. 
 
[01:22:32] 
The players play an exhibition at an outdoor tennis facility.  After going into the locker room 
with the players and exiting before them with Ashe's racquets, he is mobbed by fans for 
autographs.  He begins signing autographs.  Later, he learns from Ashe that players delay leaving 
the locker room until the crowd decreases so there are fewer autographs to sign, and they do not 
have to deny people. 
 
[01:27:28] 
Remains with Ashe for three days in his hotel.  Out of gratitude, the Romanian Tennis 
Association pay for everything for him and the players as they had raised so much money for the 
flood victims.  This trip is the last time he speaks with Ashe.  Because Ashe is so thin and quick 
on his feet in college, it comes as a shock to learn that he would [have heart issues]. 
 
[01:31:01] 
Reflects on Ashe and Althea Gibson as trailblazers in sports that were traditionally for rich 
White men.  Reflects on the greater integration of tennis today.  Found Ashe's death shocking 
and bothering, especially with Ashe being so much healthier than himself.  Other brigade staff 
members have also died in Vietnam, and he is one of the only to survive.  
 
[01:33:55] 
Remembers Arthur Ashe and Friends tennis outlets as one of the premier locations for tennis 
gear.  He remembers the players' efforts to make a good show for the audience during the 
Romanian exhibition.  However, the match does not seem to be televised.  Reflects on how 
welcoming Ashe had been in Romania, readily inviting him to stay with him.  They spend a lot 
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of catching each other up on the previous five years.  He inquires about the dating scene, and 
Ashe describes the difficulty meeting [young women], particularly at tournaments.  
 
[01:43:34] 
Remembers Ashe as a light traveler, but he seems to have many racquets.  He [and the other 
American players] are only in Romania for a few days before going back to Paris.  Gets the 
impression that Ashe is well-organized, especially since the organization is important in ROTC 
and the military.  Likens Ashe to Barack Obama both in physique and demeanor as he is clean-
cut and always seems to be in control of himself.  Believes it almost incongruous that Ashe 
would be such a world-class athlete yet so laid back and funny.  
 
[01:50:42] 
Closing thoughts.  Mentions having photos of himself and Ashe in Bucharest and suggests 
reaching out to ROTC about additional photos.  Remembers Romania as one of the most exciting 
times of his life.  
 
 
 


