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Timed Log 
 

 
[00:00:00] 
 
Born in Butler, Pennsylvania. Was a flight attendant for Pan Am.  Became interested in tennis through her 
boyfriend at that time.  She started taking lessons and reading about tennis in the 60s.  Started reading 
about Arthur Ashe. As a gift to her brother after receiving his doctorate degree, she took him to see the 
Davis Cup matches in Australia.  Met tennis player Tony Roach during her time in Australia.   
 
[00:05:02] 
 
Met Judge Robert Kelleher on her flight back to the US.  Stayed in touch over time.  Kelleher invited her 
to meet the US Davis Cup team in Hawaii, where she met her future husband Donald Dell and the rest of 
the team.   
 
[00:10:08] 
 
Became friends with Donald Dell and the team.  Dell became her boyfriend.  Was very excited about 
meeting Arthur Ashe, but doesn't remember the first time she met him.  Dell got to become close with the 
team members and their wives and girlfriends.   
 
[00:14:32] 
 
Recalls the Davis Cup team members(1969).  They were young, mostly single and some were recently out 
of college.  Denise Ralston was the coach of the team. 
 
[00:16:44] 
 
Close friendship with Arthur Ashe deepen as Dell's relationship with Donald Dell got more serious.  Ashe 
dated one of her girlfriends.  Remembers Ashe as more "deep and mature" than the other team members.  
Dell married Donald Dell in 1971.  Describes Ashe as quiet, not a big talker, except with Donald.  As he 
got older he got more communicative. 
 
[00:20:10] 
 
Traveled with Ashe to South Africa in 1973.  Stayed in beautiful, guarded homes.  Remembers that the 
press followed Ashe.  Dell documented the trip, both film and photographs.  Was the only woman in the 
group that traveled with Ashe.  At one point a government official told her that she was not allowed to 
document.  Eventually the camera went missing during the trip. 
 
[00:24:20] 
 
Traveling to Soweto.  Remembers the homes, the smoke and the poverty, which contrasted the "gor-
geous"  homes that they were staying in.  They received opposition from students who criticized their 
visit.   
 
[00:25:58] 
 



At the airport returning to the US, was approached by a man, who discreetly gave her a package to give to 
Ashe.  She was concerned about getting caught, but decided to take the package.  Was pulled aside by a 
security official at the airport, they searched her but did not note the package (a letter wrapped in a news-
paper). 
 
[00:30:57] 
 
She gave the package to Ashe on the plane.  It was a letter from Winnie Mandela and a poem from South 
African poet Don Mattera.  She never read the letter.   
 
[00:32:33] 
 
Ashe's response to students protest of his visit in South Africa.  Meeting South African poet Don Mattera.  
They were free to go where they wanted during the trip.   
 
[00:34:46] 
 
Recalling the game.  Seating was integrated.  Felt that on this trip she was part of a major political event.  
Dell took photos and video of the trip, but can't find them.   
 
[00:40:00] 
 
Ashe winning Wimbledon in 1975.  Watching the game.  Went to the Playboy club the night before with 
Donald Dell and Charlie Pasarell, Dell gave tips to Ashe on what to do during the game.  Donald Dell 
gave Ashe a list.  Remembers Ashe carrying Chinese rugs she bought, through the airport, on their return 
to the US. 
 
[00:46:13] 
 
Growing friendship with Ashe.  Ashe becoming apart of their family.  Ashe was close to Billie Jean KIng.  
Shares a moment when Ashe spilled the beans on King's divorce at a dinner. 
 
[00:49:17] 
 
The Dells became close to Ashe once they were married. Ashe is her daughter, Alexandra’s Godfather.  
Describes the closeness of their relationship during her pregnancy.  Ashe took her to the hospital when 
she had twins, where he was mistaken as the father. Later Donald arrives. Dell didn't know she was hav-
ing twins until she gave birth. 
 
[00:54:41] 
 
Ashe is the God father to Alexandria and Stan Smith to Kristina.  Ashe attended the baptism.  Dell also 
got to know Ashe's family as well. Ashe Sr. came to visit when the girls were born.  Ashe's family would 
come and stay with the Dells.   
 
[00:57:26] 
 
In the 90s Ashe supported Alexandria during her tennis competition between Yale University and Colum-
bia University.  She was a student at Yale at the time.  Dave Dinkins came as well.  Remembers Alexan-
dria's response when she noticed that both Ashe and Dinkins had come to her game and her being over-
wrought over the outcome of the game.   



 
[01:00:41] 
 
Ashe meeting Jeanne Moutoussamy in the 70s.  First met Moutoussamy in Donald's office and liked her 
immediately.  Remembers her being a feminist, being strong.  Recalls the experiences of the wives and 
the growing dynamic of feminism.  The wives and girlfriends attended games and traveled with the tennis 
crew, until they started having children.   
 
[01:06:21] 
 
Traveled to Venice, Italy with Moutoussamy, bonded through their appreciation and practice of art. Dell 
is a writer and Moutoussamy a photographer.  Recalls being close to the wives: Jeanne Ashe, Margie 
Smith, Sharon Lutz, Shireen Pasarell.    
 
[01:08:20] 
 
It was hard for them to have their own careers. Dell continued to work for Pan Am until 1978.  Moutous-
samy worked as a photographer and was determined not to let anything derail that goal, as her mother had 
given up her singing career to be with her father.  The challenges of managing family and personal pur-
suits.   
 
[01:12:41] 
 
Marriage didn't change Ashe.  Remembers Jeanne dealing more with Ashe's quirks.  Ashe was quiet and 
was not very reactive, but became more relaxed as he got older and more open during his health crises.  
Ashe grew up Catholic, but was an atheist.  Started reading the bible during his health issues.  
 
[01:16:35] 
 
The Dells and the Ashes on vacation together in Lake George (New York).  Ashe was writing and noticed 
his hand was numb.  They packed up and went to New York where Ashe went to his doctor.  He was 
taken to the hospital where he had an operation that revealed he had AIDS.  They were all very shocked.  
Ashe tried to keep the diagnosis quiet.  Dell discusses that time period and why it was necessary to keep it 
quiet.  Ashe didn't want the stigma of the diagnosis to effect the work that he was doing, but after going 
public became more outspoken about the disease. 
 
[01:20:29] 
 
Dell was very supportive of Ashe at that time.  The Dells spent a lot of time with Ashe during that time.  
Once Ashe passed the Dells immediately went to New York to pay their respect at the hospital.   
 
[01:22:26] 
 
Dell explains the qualities that made Ashe so special, particularly his impact beyond tennis.  Thinks he 
would have excelled in politics. 
 
[01:24:27] 
 
Reflecting on Ashe's activism and generosity.  National Junior Tennis League.  Haiti.  Ashe loved learn-
ing, spoke French.  He was close to her girls. 
 



[01:32:20] 
 
Reflects on Ashe as a wonderful father.   


