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[00:00:00.00] 
 
Bollettieri was born in North Pelham, New York in Westchester County in 1931. He grew up in a 
predominately African American neighborhood.  He was introduced to tennis in his last year of 
high school by his uncle John Lightfoot.  His uncle was a tennis player and asked Bollettieri to 
come and hit balls with him at a club. Bollettieri, who was a strong athlete, picked up the sport.  
Later, Bollettieri went to Spring Hill College in Mobile, Alabama, a school ran by Jesuits. The 
tennis team at the college needed another player, Bollettieri joined the team.  Bollettieri 
eventually joined the Army as a paratrooper, becoming First Lieutenant. He also played tennis 
during his three years of service. On leaving the service, his father wanted him to become a 
lawyer.  Bollettieri wanted to attend school in Florida.  With the help of his Uncle Tony DeFillipo 
(who was head of the sanitation department in the City of North Miami Beach) and his friend 
Frank Sepedi (North Miami Beach Water Commissioner), Bollettieri attended University of 
Miami.  He attended only for a few months.  After leaving he began teaching tennis. North Miami 
Beach only had two tennis courts at that time.  Bollettieri did not know how to teach tennis.  His 
wife Phyllis would observe coach Slim Harper and report back to Bollettieri.  Bollettieri began 
coaching charging $3 per hour.  
 
[00:05:12.06] 
 
Early clients included Sheryl Smith and Brian Gottfried  Eventually, Bollettieri needed more 
courts, so with his Uncle, he planned a picnic/fundraiser in which local people including the 
mayor.  This was in the mid to late 50s.  The picnic resulted in six new courts.  It’s called Victory 
Park.  The front gate of sea shells is still there. His son more recently had an 18 court complex, 
Bollettieri Experience, built not far from the park.  
 
[00:07:53.14] 
 
Bollettieri did not originally have a coaching technique.  He watched players and if they did well 
he supported it.   His overall philosophy is to not try to make everyone the same. He works with 
students within their individual style. Victory Park was a public park.  Early on students came 
from the local areas as well as the neighboring counties.  The park was open to everyone.  Not 
many African Americans were playing at that time.  Bollettieri had both girls and boys, such as 
Margie Cooper and others. 
 
[00:11:12.21] 
 
Bollettieri then got a job in Springfield, Ohio at a camp run by Dr. Howard Dredge.  1500 young 
people would come to the program to play tennis and the only fee was 25 cents to pay for the 
bus.  The park called Synder Park, which also operated the Western Junior Tournaments for 
boys, which was the warm up for the Nationals in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Players such as Stan 
Smith, Clark Graebner and Arthur Ashe would come to play in the tournament.  One day a 
women came in the shop to purchase tennis balls. Bollettieri gave her the balls for free.  This 
women was Dora Pasarell, mother of Charlie Pasarell and friend of the Rockefellers.  A couple 
of weeks later Bollettieri was selected to be the director of the program. This stared Bollettieri 
career running camps.  He expanded and opened other along the way.  One important camp 



was in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. Vince Lombardi was involved in the camp and Donald Dell 
came often. Dell was a sports manager at this time and he would bring his clients to the camp to 
work with Bollettieri’s students.   
 
[00:15:16.15] 
 
He open the Hoffman Bollettieri Camp in Amherst, Massachusetts. Other locations in 
Massachusetts included Deerfield, Mt. Holyoke.  Bollettieri went to Ohio in the 60’s.  He was at 
that camp for 15 years during summers.  Winters he was at a camp in Dorado Beach Puerto 
Rico.  Additionally, in the summers he would work with the Rockefeller’s at their private home in 
Tarrytown, New York.   
 
[00:16:31.22] 
 
Bollettieri started his camp in Florida at the end of the 70s. After 15 years at Dorado Beach, he 
decided to return to the US full-time. A friend, Mike DePalmer Sr., mentioned to him that there 
was an opening in Bradenton, Florida near the beach.  After visiting he took the job.  One time 
he had an 11 year old student, Carling Bassett (Carling Kathrin Bassett-Seguso) who stayed 
with him and his family. He recalls a young Jimmy Arias and observing his power forehand.  
 
[00:19:39.17] 
 
Jimmy Arias also stayed at his home as well as others. At one point in the early days of the 
camp, Bollettieri was hosting 10 students in his home.   
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[00:00:00.00] 
 
Continued from the previous recording.  Bollettieri moved in with one of his coaches, then 
purchased a tennis club in Bradenton, FL. Lewis Marx lent him 2 million dollars to purchase land 
for a camp.  It started with 20 acres and now as the IMG Sports Academy, it sits on 600 acres.  
It was originally called the Nick Bollettieri Tennis Academy.  As he started to attract good 
players, he started to travel to some of the big tournaments. Bollettieri recalls chatting with 
Arthur Ashe on a bench while at the French Open where the idea to open a program together 
was conceived.  
 
[00:02:22.03] 
 
Bollettieri, Ashe and Bob Davis ran the ABC program that started in Newark, New Jersey for 13 
years. Today Bollettieri has expanded that program to the Bradenton area under the Bollettieri 
Tennis and Learning Program for Inner City Children.  The student do not pay.  Bob Davis is the 
director of that program. Ashe was more than a tennis player.  Bollettieri recalls being at the US 
Open and getting a phone call from Ashe about his AIDS diagnosis. Bollettieri remembers Ashe 
as a man that wanted to help you people.  
 
[00:05:02.24] 
 
Bollettieri describes the aims of the students he had pre the Open Era.  One major goal of 
students developing their tennis skills at that time was to get a scholarship for college. After the 
Open Era began many parents were looking to groom their children into the next star tennis 
player.  Bollettieri thinks that what these parents should really be focusing on is helping that 
child reach their potential whatever that may be.  
 
[00:08:17.01] 
 
Bollettieri first met Ashe through Donald Dell, who would have the players he was managing 
visit the camps. Bollettieri.  This first significant experience with Ashe came when they chatted 
at the French Open in 1988 and crafted the idea for the ABC tennis program.  The first location 
was in Newark, New Jersey.   
 
[00:13:10.23] 
 
University of South Florida plans to give scholarships to students at Bollettieri’s program.  
Bollettieri recalls Ashe as being very respectful to his opponents. Ashe’s focus was not money 
but children and making a longterm impact.  Bollettieri describes Jeanne Ashe as laidback and 
private.   
 
[00:17:10.16] 
 



Bollettieri and Ashe traveled to Japan to give a clinic.  About 500 children showed up for it but it 
rained.  They shifted to a larger gym and each child got to hit one ball each.  This event took 
place in the 80s.  He learned of his passing through public news.  


