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INTRODUCTION

The 1930s were a difficult period in Loé Angeles
history. The Depression had come to the city--later
perhaps than it had to many other American cities, but
come it did. 1In the midst of the era, the city was torn
by an intense political struggle that ended in the recall

of the mayor; the "grand bounce," the Los Angeles Times

called it. Los Angeles was the first city to include a
provision for the recall Qf elected officials in its
charter and the first to make use of it--in 1907, recalling
Mayor Arthur C. Harper. Harper resigned from office before
the recall election, however. 1In 1938, the city turned
again toAthe remedy of recall, but this time the mayor,
Frank Shaw, chose to fight. He lost.

For most of this century Los Angeles chief executives
have been an undistinguished lot, and Shaw sustained the
tradition. A grocer, he had become a county supervisor
and after a lackluster term of office had run for and been
elected mayor. The real power behind the mayor, it was
believed in city hall, resided in a downstairs, corner
office with the mayor's brother, Joe Shaw. The color-
lessness of city hall pervaded the bureaucracy: blandness
in form and substance was the order of the day. The city
lost opportunity after opportunity as it ignored,

sidestepped, or tabled action on issue after issue.

vi





There was little to encourage an average’citizen to
enter public life. The rewards were few and the problems
of confronting and dealing with a clubby inner circle at
city hall or in the courts were many.

Margarete Clark was herself surprised she accepted an
invitation to run for office. She was a confident, self-made
woman who had succeeded in weathering the storms of immi-
gration to a foreign country on her own and the later storms
of economic disaster. The board of education in the lé30s
was a bastion of conservatism and no springboard for
progressive idealism. Mrs. Clark hardly let this bother
her, and the stands she took and the issues she argued
must have left mouths agape. Still, her activities
might not have received much notice had she not insisted
on her integrity and declined an offer to overlook the
gquiet graft common in that day. And then, having been
forced to stub her toe, she must have amazed city hall with
her stubborn and vocal defense of her position. She just
refused to knuckle under, and, in essence, she backed the
mayor of Los Angeles down.

My interest in the events of 1938 began several years
ago while I was preparing an article about Los Angeles in
the 1930s. The opportunity to discuss these events with

Mrs. Clark was a unique one, for the participants in the
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recall become fewer each year. Her testimony confirmed
for me what others had written about the city of that
day.

--Bruce Henstell, June 1982
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INTERVIEW HISTORY

INTERVIEWER: Bruce Henstell, B.A., History, University
of California, Berkeley; M.A., Far Eastern studies,
University of Michigan. Former librarian and curator
of photographs for the California Historical Society,
Los Angeles History Center. Consultant and writer
in the field of Los Angeles history; author of
Los Angeles: An Illustrated History.

TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:
Place: Kingsley Manor retirement home, Hollywood.
Dates: October 21 and December 2, 1981.

Time of day, length of sessions, and total number
of recording hours: The interview was conducted
in two sessions of approximately one and one-half
hours apiece. Both took place in the early after-
noon. Approximately three hours of conversation
were recorded.

Persons present during interview: Clark and Henstell.

CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

Although she might have expressed some physical
discomfort at times and toward the end of each
interview session was obviously tired, Clark,
ninety-two, was mentally alert throughout. It was
obvious she made a consistent effort to remember
persons and dates, and while there were some
(perhaps inevitable) lapses, her memory was good.

Henstell's intention was to take Clark chronologically
over the period of her life in Los Angeles. After
eliciting some family background and information

about her early business career in the city, he
focused on the period of her public service, from

the mid-1930s to the mid-1940s. It was obvious that
she was a determined person; she saw no reason to
discuss at length the facts of her early life or

of her marriage, for example. Therefore, she

limited her responses in these areas to the simplest
facts. Yet she was more than willing to expatiate

on her public career, insisting, however, on discretion.
When discussing the charges leveled against certain
individuals during the school board contretemps,
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for example, she declined to name some names, although
it was clear that those individuals were no longer
living, and in fact, in most cases the names had

been cited in newspaper exposes of the day. Surpris-
ingly perhaps, she appeared to harbor no animosity.
One had the impression she was a tough character
indeed and, even at the time, had been unaffected by
the accusations leveled against her.

Henstell had a long-standing interest in early

Los Angeles history and a solid background for the
interview, knowing well the general situation in the
city at the time. He prepared by researching the
Daily News files at the Department of Special
Collections, University Research Library, UCLA, where
he perused a number of newspaper clippings that
traced Clark's career.

EDITING:

Editing was done by Sylvia Tidwell, assistant editor,
Oral History Program. She checked the verbatim
transcript of the interview against the original tape
recordings, edited for punctuation, spelling, and
paragraphing, and verified proper nouns. Words and
phrases inserted by the editor for clarity have been
bracketed. The final manuscript remains in the same
order as the original taped material. Clark did
minor rewriting of some sections to correct misstate-
ments and in some cases to conceal the identities of
persons mentioned.

Clark checked and approved the edited transcript.
Front matter and index were prepared by Tidwell.

The original tape recordings and edited transcript of
the interview are in the University Archives and are
available under the regulations governing the use of
permanent noncurrent records of the University. Records
relating to the interview are located in the office

of the UCLA Oral History Program.





TAPE NUMBER: I, SIDE ONE

OCTOBER 21, 1981

CLARK: Well, I thought perhaps you might be interested how
I got into politics.

HENSTELL: I would, but I'd also be interested if you could
give me just the background, a little bit of your life.

You were--

CLARK: Well, I came to this country seventy-four years ago.
It'll be seventy-five on the tenth of May when I arrived in
the United States at the age of eighteen.

HENSTELL: You were eighteen, and you arrived here in what
year?

CLARK: 1907. I arrived the tenth of May, and the twenty-
fourth of May, I was eighteen.

HENSTELL: Where did you come from?

CLARK: Germany.

HENSTELL: Any particular part?

CLARK: Silesia. I was born in Guben, which was then a lit-
tle city; I don't know what it is today. Sixty miles from
Berlin. My father went down to Silesia (which is now Poland,
you know, after the Second World War), and I grew up there
with a typical--what shall I say--upper-middle-class educa-
tion: girls were separated from boys. A girl couldn't get
into the Gymnasium or the Realschule; she went to the Hoehre

Toechterschule, and there she spent ten years. And after she





came out of there--there was only a question which one=--she
had one year in finishing school. Then she was educated suf-
ficiently to marry a man in circumstance just like her
father.

HENSTELL: Was your father a professional man, then?

CLARK: My father was a businessman, and I lost my mother
before I was twelve, the oldest of four children.

HENSTELL: You were the oldest of four children.

CLARK: I was the oldest, and after five years he remarried;
and my father and I were devoted to each other, but after

he remarried I couldn't get along with him. I got along
beautifully with my lovely stepmother, and because the finish-
ing school where I was, in Karlsruhe, had some American girls
and we were very friendly, I decided I would be a rebel and
come to the United States.

HENSTELL: Karlsruhe was quite a center of culture at that
time.

CLARK: Very, yes. And my stepmother tried her best; I
couldn't have left, you know, because I wasn't of age. My
stepmother pleaded with my father not to permit me to go,

and I heard him say once, "Oh, yes, I'll let her go; she'll
be back on her knees in three months." Which sure kept me
here, being like he is. And I came over here, and of course
I was not prepared to earn a living. I was prepared to marry

a man like my father.





HENSTELL: You came alone, essentially.

CLARK: I came alone.

HENSTELL: Did you speak English?

CLARK: Perfectly; we always had an Englishwoman in the
house. I had an English accent those days, and I didn't
know of anything. We always had a governess in the house,
so I thought I knew how to be a governess. I took a position
as governess, and I was married a couple years later and had
three children--two daughters and a son--and now four grand-
children and four precious, adorable great-grandchildren.
HENSTELL: That's terrific. Was your husband a professional
man as well?

CLARK: My husband was a newspaperman. He was with the

Evening Herald for twenty-three years.

HENSTELL: Really. In what capacity?

CLARK: He was a chief proofreader.

HENSTELL: And his name was?

CLARK: John Grant Clark. There are now four John Grant
Clarks.

HENSTELL: That's terrific.

CLARK: He passed away in '43.

HENSTELL: So during the--— While you were headline news, in
fact, you husband worked on one of the newspapers in Los
Angeles.

CLARK: Yes, and I saw what was coming, and I had three chil-

dren to support, and I was not raised to earn a living. So





one day I saw an ad by the May Company, extras wanted for

a day and a half, and I thought, "Well, I'm not too proud

to be an extra." ButI stayed five months and left to

become a buyer.

HENSTELL: Could I ask you, just go back one step to when

you first came to Los Angeles.

CLARK: Yes.

HENSTELL: When would that be?

CLARK: That was in 1920. We left St. Louis in 1918 and
bought a home in Berkeley. Then came the epidemic [influenza
epidemic of 1918-1919--ed.], and my husband decided that
California was the only place where they had the flu, and we
were on our way back to St. Louis. Well, it happened that
the man who [had been] a superintendent in St. Louis on the
paper where my husband was employed had become the superinten-

dent of the Evening Herald. And after we sold our home in

Berkeley and decided we'd have one month's rest in Southern
California before going back to St. Louis--we had a very
nice apartment facing the ocean--and after we were there a
few days, he said, "I'm going to go in and see Cookerly,"
who was the superintendent of the Herald, who came from St.
Louis to Los Angeles. And he says, "I'm going to take him
to lunch before we go back to St. Louis."

So he left about ten o'clock in the morning, and less

than two hours later he phoned me and said, "Don't expect





me back until dinner."
I said, "What happened?" He said, "I walked in

the Evening Herald, and Cookerly took one look at me and

said, 'Johnny, you're the answer to my prayer. Take off
your coat and go to work'"--which was the end of our
going back to St. Louis. We bought a home in Los
Angeles and raised our family in it.

HENSTELL: Could you tell me a bit about your first
impressions of Los Angeles when you came here in 1920?
CLARK: Of Los Angeles? I liked it from the moment I
came.

HENSTELL: Why?

CLARK: I don't know; I just felt at home. Everybody
was nice to us. We rented a great big home on La Salle
[Avenue] before we bought. You know, it was very funny:
in all the years I was married, we never lived in a
rented place more than four or five months. We always
bought a home. In St. Louis I had a big, three-story
brick, and we always bought a home. We bought a home
when we got to Berkeley; we bought a home when we came to
Los Angeles. And then he passed away of a stroke,
finally, in 1943; in the meantime, I had gone to work
for a day and a half as an extra at the May Company.
HENSTELL: This would be about 1920.

CLARK: That was in 1926.





HENSTELL: 1926. And between 1920 and 1926, then, you
were--

CLARK: I stayed at home, yes.

HENSTELL: Just a housewife.

CLARK: [affirmative]

HENSTELL: OK.

CLARK: And I was supposed to work for a day and a half,
a half a day; we came in at noon to learn how to make
out tickets and get acquainted with the stock-- Am I taking
too much time?

HENSTELL: Oh, no, no.

CLARK: And the next day we were supposed to sell. Well,
people were-- It was the day before the sales for the
charge customers, you know, and I said to the foreman,
"Look, these people want to be waited on."

"Well," he says, "you know how?"

"Well," I said, "if I don't know how, I won't be any
good to you tomorrow." And I sold several hundred dollars'
worth of goods. The next morning when I came in hoping
to send it out, it was all gone, divided among the regular
people, and I raised the roof.

HENSTELL: Because the credit for your sales had been
taken by other people.

CLARK: Had been taken by the regular girls. And I just
rose the roof. The buyer was sufficiently impressed to

keep me, out of all thirty extras. I stayed for five months.





HENSTELL: Now, was May Company--
CLARK: Does that have anything to do with what--
HENSTELL: Oh, yes. Was the May Company then the May
Company, or was it still Hamburger's?
CLARK: The Hamburgers had just sold it to the May
Company; that was their first sale. [tape recorder
turned off] [I stayed on] five months, because I raised
so much roof. And in the meantime, I have become very
friendly with the buyer that bought children's things,
next door to my department.
HENSTELL: What was your department?
CLARK: Young women's clothing, misses' things. And one
day, I think she knew that I wasn't the average sales-
woman. We used to chat together, and one day--it was not
too far from Christmas--she says, "Isn't it awful we have
to ride these awful buses at Christmastime. And she
was perhaps getting $10,000 a year, I was getting eighteen
[dollars] a week: I was driving my car downtown.

And I said, "Where do you live, Miss Noble?"

She said, a block and a half from where I lived.

I said, "Well, I'll take you and bring you home."

Well, one day she said, "You have no business on the
floor; you ought to be a buyer." I was there about five
months, and she said, "I have a friend that has a very nice

shop on Seventh Street across from Robinson's, the Petite





Shop. He needs an up-to-date gal. He's a jobber carrying
merchandise from New York, and he sends most of his stuff
there."

Well, I went over to see him, and he doubled my salary,
and of course I left the May Company.
HENSTELL: So now you're making about thirty-six dollars a
week.
CLARK: Yes-- He did better than that: He paid me $300 a
month.
HENSTELL: Considerable sum of money at the time.
CLARK: Yes, considerable. Because I was getting bonuses too,
you know. And I was there about, oh, almost three years when
one of the girls that used to work with me at the May Company
came over to work with me over at the Petite Shop, when one
of them said, "I wonder what happened to Mr. Mahoney?"--when
he stopped in front of the door. And the Hamburgers had
just sold to the May Company, and they were buying
Blackstone's--you don't remember that; you weren't here--
Blackstone's was the Magnin's of the town, down on Ninth and
Broadway. And they tried to make a basement store out of it;
they lasted just about a year. But the man that sold me the
first coats [Ensminger] said to me, "I know that you need a
job, Mrs. Clark; if you will think this is a comedown, it's
really a challenge: the Orange Belt Emporium in Pomona needs

an up-to-date buyer; go out and talk to Mr. Shephard" [one





of the three owners of the Orange Belt Emporium]. Mr.
Shephard--

HENSTELL: Excuse me, about what year would this be?
CLARK: It was in, around [the] thirties, 1930.

HENSTELL: So between about 1926 and 1929 or so, you

were working--

CLARK: I worked for [Herbert] Schiff in the Petite Shop.
HENSTELL: The Petite Shop, OK.

CLARK: And then also worked for one year-- I did manage
to get two trips to New York in-- You don't amount to very
much as a buyer until you do. But they closed their

doors within a year or so.

HENSTELL: The Petite Shop.

CLARK: No, Blackstone's.

HENSTELL: Blackstone's, I'm sorry.

CLARK: And the man that sold me my first coats said, "You
know you need a job, and they need an up-to-date buyer";
so I went out to see Mr. Shephard, and he said he wanted
me very much, but he doesn't pay those kind of salaries,
neither does he send his buyers to New York. And I needed
a job badly, and I finally said to him, "Well, I'll take
the job with one consideration: in six months you either
pay me what I ask for or you fire me." He said that was good
enough, and when I picked up my third check, I got what I'd

asked for.





HENSTELL: Obviously, the Depression had begun, which had
affected you.

CLARK: No, no, we didn't feel it.

HENSTELL: Not really? Could you tell me a little bit about
that, though? You were aware that it--

CLARK: That was still below 1930, and then it was the
corporation of three men, and they all three of them left.
They sold their interest. Mr. Shephard was one of them.
HENSTELL: This was in Pomona, nhow.

CLARK: In Pomona. And they [the Orange Belt Emporium's

new owners] offered me a job as a sales representative, and I
said I didn't like Pomona when I made so much money; I
wouldn't like it now. And the man that sold me the first
coats-- No, that was before that. When I came out of the
Pomona job, I discovered that the man that used to sell me
children's clothing from New York was establishing a firm
out here, Mr. Golinko, and I went over to see him, and I said,
"I'm going to take your line," and he was so surprised he
didn't get a chance to say no.

HENSTELL: What was the name of the company?

CLARK: It was called the Ellay. The owner was Golinko.
Ellay Manufacturing Company. Well, I stayed with them for
three years. 1In the meantime I had joined the Business and
Professional Women's Club of Los Angeles--believe it or not,

I just now closed my fiftieth year--I had just finished my
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second year as president.

HENSTELL: Now, let me stop you just for a moment. About
what years would this be, the early 1930s?

CLARK: 1935.

HENSTELL: About 1935. Do you remember when you first joined
the Business and Professional Women's?

CLARK: Fifty years ago, '3l.

HENSTELL: So it would be 1931. And you were working for
Ellay Manufacturing at that time.

CLARK: Yes, I was working for Ellay Manufacturing, but in
1935 I finished my second term as president.

HENSTELL: Could you tell me a little bit about what the Busi-
ness and Professional Women's Club was? Who belonged?

CLARK: Well, of course they've always worked for ERA [the
Equal Rights Amendment]; they've always worked for women's
votes. We've worked for the progression of women in the
professions, and we're now working for getting equal salaries
for equal performance. Well, at that time I just finished
my second term as second president, when they were looking for
a member for the [Los Angeles City] Board of Education. And
I told them I didn't have time for that. But after three
weeks my club insisted, and I said to them, "Well, it's

upon your head. I'll run; whether I'll be elected or not

is a different story."

HENSTELL: Now, why were they concerned with the board of

Education?

11





CLARK: Well, they thought it was a prestige to the club.
HENSTELL: To have somebody from the club to serve on

the board. And you had three children at that point.

About how old were they?

CLARK: Well, in '35-- The oldest one is seventy-one. How
0ld would that be?

HENSTELL: Let's see. Forty years ago, approximately;

it'd be in their twenties somewhere?

CLARK: Yes, she'd begun to earn her own living; and then I
had a son, and then I had a younger daughter.

HENSTELL: Were they in Los Angeles schools at that time?
Were they in the Los Angeles city schools?

CLARK: Oh yes.

HENSTELL: Had you been active in the PTA, [parent-teacher
association] or any other organizations like that?

CLARK: Well, I always belonged to three PTAs; whenever
they were in any school--they were in elementary, junior
high, and high school—;I always belonged to the PTA.
HENSTELL: Could you tell me a little bit, before you were
on the board of education, what your perceptions were, what
your feelings were about the Los Angeles city schools?
CLARK: Well, I always demanded of my children that they do
their very best. At that time we had pretty good schools,
and I don't know what to tell you about that.

HENSTELL: Your feeling was, the quality of education was high?
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CLARK: Yes, yes, it was. Well anyway, you asked me, I
think, whether I had said, was it true that teachers were
better teachers when they were married-- Did you ask me
that?

HENSTELL: Yes, that comes later, though, doesn't it?
CLARK: Yes, well, that was while I was campaigning, and
that night I was talking to a very disgruntled old bunch

of women and men, and I told them that. And the man, a

Mr. Gray, who used to be with the Clearing House Association,
drove me that night, and he said, "Mrs. Clark, I admire your
honesty and your bravery, but why did you have to argue
with them about that? You make every mistake in the book.
You're throwing votes away like craZy." Well, came the
night of the primary, I had about>seven thousand more votes
than my nearest competitor, which proves to me that they
know the difference whether you tell them the truth or not.
HENSTELL: OK. Let's take just aAstep back to the time the
club, the Business-énd Professional Women, had asked you to'
run as part of a slate for the city board of education.
Could you tell me what your experience was with Los Angeles
politics at that time?

CLARK: None! I was as green as graés.

HENSTELL: Did you know who tﬁe mayor wés?

CLARK: Oh, I think I must have known who the mayor was,

but I knew nothing else.
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HENSTELL: Did you know, for instance, who your city
councilman might have been?

CLARK: TI doubt it.

HENSTELL: You paid no attention at all.

CLARK: No, I knew nothing. I always say, in whatever I
succeeded, I succeeded not because I was smart but

because I was ignorant. I didn't know anything about poli-
tics. I didn'tknow that you were supposed to close your
eyes when these funny things were going on. I always asked
questions and stopped most of them.

HENSTELL: Did someone, though, when you were running for
office-- Did you take the time, did you know who was on the
board of education already, and what kinds of--

CLARK: Oh, yes, that was right after the "Four Horsemen,"
you know.

HENSTELL: No, explain that to me.

CLARK: It Qas a wild group that elected a bunch of-- They
tried to get rid of a crooked business manager.‘

HENSTELL: Could you explain that?

CLARK: And they did get rid of him;, yes they got another
one that was just as bad.

HENSTELL: They were four horsemen; they refer to members
of the board?

CLARK: They called them the Four Horsemen, yes.

HENSTELL: How many members of the board were there at that

time?
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CLARK: Seven.
HENSTELL: There were seven at that time. How would you
have characterized it at the point that you ran for office?
Liberal, conservative, middle-of-the-road, or split?
CLARK: I?
HENSTELL: No, the board that existed.
CLARK: Tﬂe board-- The board was nothing.
HENSTELL: Nothing.
CLARK: For instance, they let well enough alone, you
know. Just give you an example: I was on the board maybe
eight or nine months when an order came in to buy a hundred
gas ranges. Now, everybody was beginning to work with
electricity, but they were just going along, the way they
always have, and I finally said, "How many electric rangeséf
None! I‘said, "Well, from this time on, I move that 50
percent electric and 50 percent gas ranges bg bought."
That's the way the electric ranges came intb our school
district.

I tellvyou another thing that I am very proud of:
there was an ﬁnwritten law that no black person could teach
in a secondary high school in 1935. And Dean [Mary Sinclair]
Crawford, the dean of women of USC [University of Southern
Californial, called me one day. Somehow or the other,
they came to me because they knew I'd do something about it.

And she said, "Mrs. Clark, we have a brilliant young black
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man who's just got his doctorate in music. Do you
think you can get him into the secondary schools?"

I éaid, "Consider it done." And we named him the head
of the Music Department of Jefferson High School--in their
own area, you know. There was no use trying to get him
into Los Angeles High School. But that was a beginning,
and today there isn't a high school that doesn't have
-black instructors.

HENSTELL: You mean it by zone area--that Jefferson was

in aprimarily white--

CLARK: Jeffersén at the time was a partially black school.
HENSTELL: As it is now.

CLARK: Yes. [tape recorder turned off]

He came in the secondary high school because of my
insistence, and today there isn't a secondary high school
that doesn't have black instructors.

HENSTELL: Was there discrimination among the student
bodies in Los Angeles schools? There were charges that
there was.

CLARK: Well, not over at Jefferson High School--they have
so many blacks. And they had a faculty of eighty-one
people, and you know, I never allowed anything to go by
without finding out what the result of it was. What the
result was [was] that when I came over, at lunchtime,

there were eighty-one people on the faculty, one black man;
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‘he was having lunch with all the others, very animatedly.
And we had transferred two elementary girls over there--they
were having a good time with the others--and I said to

the girls' vice-principal, Helen Babson, I said, "This

seems to have worked out very well."

And she said, "Mrs. Clark, they are behaving with so
much dignity and self-respect, we don't even see the color
of their skin."

HENSTELL: But was it true at the time that, for instance,
black children could not attend Los Angeles High School

or Polytechnic [High'School] or something like that?

CLARK: Oh yes, children could attend, but there couldn't
be any teachers.

HENSTELL: I see. Let's take a step back again to your
campaign fqr the board of education. Now there had been--
This was an era of colorful civic figures. Let me ask you
just about a couple that you might have run across that you
could give me some reaction to.

CLARK: Yes, surely.

HENSTELL: For instance [Rev.] Robert Shuler [of Trinity
Methodist Church South]. Had you run into him?

CLARK: The minister? I don't remember what his position was.
HENSTELL: And Frank [L.] Shaw was the mayor at the time.
CLARK: Frank Shaw!

HENSTELL: Yes.
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CLARK: That was my ignorance; this is how all this scandal
came about. 1In my ignorance, you know, I had immediately
had contact with all the politicians.

HENSTELL: After your election.

CLARK: Yes. So it was Depression time, and my son just
came out of high school. So what simply do you do? You
ask a friend if they have a job for him. You know, it
never occurred to me that there was anything unusual about
going to someone who had jobs to give out. And I went in to
see him [Joe Shaw] and I said, "Mr. Shaw, my son is having
difficulty getting a job.™’

HENSTELL: Now, was this Joe Shaw or Frank Shaw that you
saw?

CLARK: Joe [Joseph E.] Shaw.

HENSTELL: Joe Shaw, OK.

CLARK: Frank wasn't clever enough; it's Joe that was the
clever one.

HENSTELL: OK.

CLARK: And he called a fellow who was head of personnel
for the Department of Water and Power--

You see, he tried to bring back that crooked business
manager, and you might know that a man is crooked, but to
prove it is a different thing. But wait your time. One
day, Dr. [Louis B.] Travers, who was the director of [Los

Angeles city schools'] personnel, came in. [Travers was
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assistant superintendent, personnel division--ed.] And
he said, "Mrs. Clark, I don't know what we're going to do,
but the business manager is trying to bring in a man who's
had five convictions for child molestation."

HENSTELL: Who was trying to bring him in?

CLARK: The business manager. He was trying to pay off
political debts. And he says, "I don't know what we're
going to do."

I said, "Just leave it to me." And in thirty minutes,
he was out. I knew that he'd been corrupt, but I had no
proof of it until this happened.

HENSTELL: This was in 19352

CLARK: That was in about 1936 by that time.

HENSTELL: By 1936. And this fellow was the business
manager of the school district at that point.

CLARK: Uh-huh.

HENSTELL: And he had tried to bring in--

CLARK: As a head custodian in a junior high school--
HENSTELL: This fellow with five convictions for child
molestation.

CLARK: So he was out in five minutes.

HENSTELL: OK. And you replaced this gentleman with a
gentleman you had more faith in, did you not? Let me see
if T can find it.

CLARK: Replaced whom?
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HENSTELL: The business manager.

CLARK: Oh, he [was] replaced tby] Mr. [A. S.] Nibecker,
[Jr.]. Mr. Nibecker took his place. [tape recorder turned
off]

HENSTELL: Now, we've gone and found these papers, and let
me-- The‘gentleman‘that you had first been involved with
[the‘business manager] had been fired-- You‘had been the

author of a motion to force his withdrawal. This would be

about June of 1936 according to the [Los Angeles] Daily
News-- |

CLARK: I don't remember the dates.

HENSTELL: --that this gentleman had been replaced by Mr.
A. S. Nibecker, Jr.--

CLARK: That's correct.

HENSTELL: --who had served as both, who was serving as both
the business manager and architect--

CLARK: Correct.

HENSTELL: --for the board of education.

CLARK: A very fine man.

HENSTELL: Now, the architect was particularly important,
was it not? Because of the building program?

CLARK: Oh, very.

HENSTELL: Could you tell me a little bit about that?
CLARK: Well, there were things going on about school

buildings, you know, that weren't quite up-to-date. I
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still have a very good friend, Col. Daniel Boone, in

South Carolina, in Myrtlé Beach, who was in [federall
internal security. And he was sent out here to see what
was going on with the school buildings, and he was sent

to me. And I helped him make the investigation. Mr.
Nibecker was a 100 percent honorable, honest man, and they
were trying their best to get him just confined as érchi-
tect and not allow him to have the business manager
[responsibilities]. But finally, Mr.. [John F.] Dalton, the
man that was fighting for it, came over and shook hands; he
says, "I'm licked."

HENSTELL: This is another member of the board.

CLARK: He's the one that Was the cause of my naming Joe
Shaw.

HENSTELL: Now, just let me double-check this according to
the newspapers at the time. There was about $22 million
involved in the building funds that the architect oversaw,
is that correct?

CLARK: Yes.

HENSTELL: I guess that some of this or a good deal of it
would come about as a result of the 1933 earthquake.
CLARK: I don't know.

HENSTELL: It was just é general school building fund.
CLARK: Yes.

HENSTELL: I see. And the-- There it was possible or, let
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me just ask you, was it possible or did you believe

or did you know that there might have been corruption in the
way that these funds were spent or that people claim--
CLARK: I think that's the reason they sent Colonel Boone
out here.

HENSTELL: From?

CLARK: From Washington. He was an internal security--
HENSTELL: With the United States government.

CLARK: Yes. He's living now in Myrtle Beach in a mansion.
HENSTELL: Now what would be-- Why would the government--
CLARK: Well, because they were suspicious that federal
money was being mishandled.

HENSTELL: Oh, I see what you're saying; because federal
money was involved in building the building. I see. And
he [Boone] came out here. And what were the results of
his investigations? |

CLARK: I think he stopped some of the things that would
have happened, because there was federal money involved,
you know.

HENSTELL: I see. Now( when you came on the board of
education, you knew none of this--when you were first elected
to the board in 1935?

CLARK: Oh, I knew nothing. I was as green as grass.
HENSTELL: Did you believe that the school system would

be relatively well administered?
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CLARK: Yes! But then I saw the funny things that were
going on, and I'd ask questions.

HENSTELL: Now, you were actually a registered Republican

at the time, were you not?

CLARK: At the time I was; I didn't become a Democrat until
the second term of Franklin Roosevelt..

HENSTELL: And so I would assume that if somebody had asked
you at the time, you would probably have identified yourself
as a fairly conservative person. Would that be-- ?

CLARK: Oh; I don't know [that] I ever was conservative,
anyway.

HENSTELL: OK. And_the board was primarily Republican and
conservative at the time.

CLARK: Yes, yes. I think that most of the-- I think [Jack]
Dalton was a Democrat; he was the president of the [Los
Angeles] Typographical Union, and he's the one that was
trying to bring the business manager back in spite of the
fact that there was this charge of five convictions of child
molestation.

HENSTELL: Do you know why he was trying to do that?

CLARK: You slap my back and I'll slap yours, you know.
HENSTELL: There was a close relationship between

organized labor and the Shaw regime.

CLARK: Yes, he wanted to pay back because he helped him,

perhaps, in some way.
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HENSTELL: Did it surprise you that in 1938 organized
labor supported Shaw in the recall?
CLARK: Nothing surprised me; I helped in the recall.
HENSTELL: Yes, but organized labor was opposed to the
recall, wasn't it?
CLARK: I don't remember. 1It's possible, because he was
a leader of one of the main unions. But Joe Shaw had
indicated that if I would vote for the business manager to
come back, he'd give my son a job.
HENSTELL: ©Now, you said just a moment ago that in all
innocence you had gone to [Joe] Shaw and asked him-f
CLARK: Yes. Just let me say, wouldn't you have done the
same thing if you didn't know any better?
HENSTELL: OK.
CLARK: He was a man that was in a position to give--
HENSTELL: Now we should say, I think, for the record--
CLARK: But he [telephoned the head of personnel for the
Department of Waterjand Power, who] said, "Oh, yes, I
have a job for him."

And [Shaw] said, "We're going to wait a little bit on
that." |

That let me know that--you know.
HENSTELL: Before he gave your son the job.
CLARK: Yes. So I told Jack Dalton about it, and we

laughed about it; he knew all about it. But when he [was]
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persistent, the fourth or the fifth time, to bring this
fellow back, I finally lost my temper, and I said, "Mr.
Dalton, are they trying to bribe you, too?"

And he said, "Who's trying to bribe you?"

I said, "You know very well; we laughed about it"
--because I had told him about it.

" He says, "Who's trying to bribe you?"

I said, "The man is not going to thank you if you
make me name him."

"WHO is trying to bribe you?"

I said, "Joe Shaw."

Well, the press, you know, every paper always has
a press around. They just vanished, looking for telephones.

The next day the headlines, which you saw--
HENSTELL: Now, this was all during an’open meeting of the
board of education.
CLARK: Uh-huh, it was all in an open board meeting of the
board of education.
HENSTELL: Could you tell me, when you had seen Shaw how the
bribe was offered, how the discussion went?
CLARK: Oh, he didn't offer it. He just let me know by
the conversation that he was in no hurry to give John [John
Grant Clark, Jr., her son] a job unless I approved what he
was trying to do. He didn't say to me, "If you vote for

him," but that was understood, you know.

25





HENSTELL: If I'm not mistaken, there was a sum of money
involved, wasn't there?

CLARK: Money involved-- By whom?

HENSTELL: Let me find the--

CLARK: My God, you did do a lot of work.

HENSTELL: Oh, yes. This is in June of 1936 that this
event would occur. This actually occurred on the night of
June 9, 1936, that you declared--and I'm quoting here from

the Daily News of June 10--that you declared at a meeting

of the school board that Shaw had offered you bribes to favor
a City Hall aspirant to the office of business manager,

that the newspaper quotes you as also saying that Mr.

Hanson ["Buck"] Hathaway, the editor of--

CLARK: Hathaway, yes.

HENSTELL: --of Parade magazine, had offered you $10,000 in
help.

CLARK: It wasn't Hathaway; it was Mr. Gray. I made a mis-
take. He came to me one day, and he said, "Mrs. Clark,
--that was in the middle of the fight [the attempted-
bribery incident]--"I have the first $10,000 to run you for
Congress." I said, "Mr. Gray, you don't want me in Congress;
you want me off the school board. And the answer is no."
HENSTELL: Which Mr. Gray was this?

CLARK: .Mr. Gray was a member of the‘Clearing House As-

sociation.
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HENSTELL: And do you think that he was acting on behalf

of the Shaw administration?

CLARK: Well, of course he must have been friendly with
them.

HENSTELL: Just for the record, and please, check me if you
feel that this is an incorrect summation, but you said that
Joe Shaw was Frank Shaw's brother; Frank Shaw was the mayor
of the city of Los Angeles. Joe Shaw had no official

position with the city. [Chronological Record of Los

Angeles City Officials, 1850-1938, shows that Joseph Shaw

held the position of secretary to mayor from 1933 through
1939--ed.]

CLARK: But he ran the town.

HENSTELL: But he ran the town. Did you ever hear the
expression "the corner pocket"?

CLARK: Sounds familiar. I forget.

HENSTELL: That his office was in the corner of City Hall
and that it was generally assumed that if you wanted to get
anything done, you had to go to his office?

CLARK: Yes; well,VI just went because I thought-- Well, I
knew all these people, and they had jobs to give, and in all
my ignorance, you know.

HENSTELLi So you accused Mr. Shaw of'bffering the bribe;
the next day, Mr. Shaw denied it.

CLARK: Yes.
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HENSTELL: Well, I have the feeling that you were laughing
through this whole episode. As a matter of fact, the
newspapers say that you were.

CLARK: Oh, yes. Well, you know, it was very interesting.
I immediafely got a call from the attorney general there,
district attorney, what is it?

HENSTELL: Buron Fitts.

CLARK: Well, it was one of his men.

HENSTELL: Blayney Matthews [chief investigator for the
district attorney]?

CLARK: The man that became the attorney for the Forest
Lawn cemetery [Forest Lawn Memorial Park].

HENSTELL: Yes. Were you involved in that episode; were
you involved in that Forest Lawn episode as well?

CLARK: Oh, no, no. He's one of the men that interviewed
me for the grand jury.

HENSTELL: I see, now, Gene [Ugene U.] Blalock?

CLARK: Blalock—-we'ré still on a firét—name basis. I don't
know if he's still living, is he?

HENSTELL: I don't know. Let's be clear about this, it
was Ugene--

CLARK: Gene interviewed me as a second man, but--
HENSTELL: Let me just get this down for the tape. This
was Ugene Blalock, whose full name was U. [gene] U. Blalock.

And he was an assistant district attorney to District
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Attorney Buron Eitts. See, then the people on the other
side of the mike know all these names. OK, so Gene Blalock--
CLARK: He was one of the men that interviewed me. And
you know, they saw that if they couldn't bring the
business manager back, they could bring back, they tried to
bring back a man who had been a disadvantaged councilman.
(Hé couldn't runmagain on his record, his record was so bad.)
And I said in the middle of it, I said, "Oh, Mr. Blalock,
I forgot the name, but you know the man--"

He said, "Mrs. Clark, we are asking the gquestions."

All right. So I went on, and in the middle of my
conversation, I remember that man'svhame, and I said, "Oh,
incidentally, it was Mr. So-and-so" (I forget his name
now) .

His [Blalock's] face was so funny. He turned to the
grand jury; he said, "Any more questions for Mrs. Clark?
No more questions? Thank you for coming."
HENSTELL: What we should say is that right after you made
these charges about Joe Shaw, the grand jury investigated
him.
CLARK: Yes, yes, and I only had one story to tell.
HENSTELL: Shaw's story came out, and you repiied to it,
the newspapers quote you as saying, "Joe Shaw is a
deliberate liar." That's what you said at the time.

CLARK: Oh, sure he is; I don't mince words.
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HENSTELL: Now, could you tell me about this lady,
Gertrude--

CLARK: Mrs., yes--

HENSTELL: [Gertrude H.] Rounsavelle.

CLARK: Rounsavelle. Her husband was an insurance man.
HENSTELL: She was another member of the board of education.
CLARK: Yes, and she was a PTA woman. Her husband was an
insurance man. They're both dead now. Let them rest in
peace.

HENSTELL: But she was quite conservative.

CLARK: Oh yes, she was one of Joe Shaw's friends.
HENSTELL: Was it ironic that‘some of these people who were
quite conservative were so corrupt? Did you ever think of
that as an irony?

CLARK: I don't know what was the matter-- I only knew one
thing. You know, I didn't know how to-- I only knew one
thing, I did things I don't even [inaudible]. As I say,
all my successes are the resﬁlt of my ignorance.

HENSTELL: OK, we're going to stop for just a second here
while I turn the tape over. We're almost at the end.
CLARK: You know, I must tell you something interesting about
Joe Shaw. After I left, you know I became a commissioner
on the first County Housing Authority (John Anson Ford
nominated me). Also, I had a city and a county job. And

then five months before my school board was over,
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Governor [Culbert] Olson named me chief of the Division of
Industrial Welfare for the state, so for five months I

held a city, county, and a state job. Now I was going to
tell you something, and I forgot what it was.

HENSTELL: About Joe Shaw.

CLARK: Oh, yes. So after I left office I had done a great
deal of volunteer work for the National Foundation [for
Infantile Paralysis] March of Dimes in all three jobs. I
was always the chairman for schools, public and parochial,
while I was on the school board; I was always the state
chairman for state employees--they didn't ask me, they just
named me--and I was the county chair. Anyway, see, I forgot
again what I was going to tell you. I'm a little bit weary
tonight. Oh yes: so when I came out of office, the
National Foundation offered me the directorship of the
Women's Division for Los Angeles County.

HENSTELL: National Foundation of-- ?

CLARK: National Foundation March of Dimes.

HENSTELL: March of Dimes.

CLARK: Yes, a job I held for twenty years. I raised

$8 million for them. What was there about that remarkable?
HENSTELL: Did Joé Shaw become involved in that in some way?
CLARK: Oh, no. Once in a while I had to take a chairman to
lunch, you know, one of my volunteer chairmen. So one of

the days I took a chairman, and I have this awful habit: I
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may meet you on the street and I don't see you. I
don't look to the right or left; I just look straight ahead.
So this woman and I sat down in a booth, and we ordered
lunch, and pretty soon a waiter comes with a martini. And
I said, "Well, I didn't order any liquor."

"Oh no, this is from the gentleman across the aisle."
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