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PARKER:

This is Caitlin Parker. I'm here with (Harold M.) Hal Bernson in Chatsworth, California, and it is 

July--sorry, June 26, 2018. So let's begin with when and where were you born. 

BERNSON:

I was born in Los Angeles. My parents lived in South Gate at the time, and I was born at the 

California Hospital downtown. 

PARKER:

I mean, your family, were your parents immigrants to Los Angeles? 

BERNSON:

My parents were immigrants. My father came from Romania, and my mother came from Poland. 

PARKER:

What brought them to the U.S.? 



BERNSON:

What brings anybody here? A better life, I guess. They left Europe, both of them, not together, 

because they met--that's another story--they met here, but they came here right after World War I, 

which ended I think around 1918 or 1919, something like that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm, 1919. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. And they came to a home. It was kind of a weird situation because it was my father's brother 

and my mother's sister were married, and they met there. The situation was that they wound up getting 

married, and two brothers married two sisters. 

PARKER:

Oh, wow. I mean, what brought them--it was--they lived in South Gate? 

BERNSON:

They lived in South Gate at the time I was born, and they later moved to--the only thing I remember 

about the place in South Gate, I was two years old when the earthquake hit, the South Gate, the big 

quake there, the Long Beach quake, you know. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I was sitting in a high chair. I remember that. And I was being fed, and the quake hit about that time. 

My mother grabbed me and ran for the door. And she fell. I hit my head on the doorknob. I remember 

that, and then I remember we slept outside on the lawn in the car for a week or so afterwards, and that 

was my introduction to earthquake stuff, which I had quite a bit of in my lifetime, you know. 

PARKER:

Yeah, for sure. I want to come back to that. 

BERNSON:

So, anyway, but that's where my interest came from, started there. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And they later moved to Huntington Park. I guess I must have been--I started kindergarten at State 

Street School in Huntington Park, and I guess I was in there till the second or third grade, don't 

remember which, when my father and my mother, we moved to Boyle Heights. No, we didn't move 

directly to Boyle Heights. I guess you'd consider it part of City Terrace, which was--if you know 

anything. You know where City Terrace is? Okay. So we lived in City Terrace for a couple of years. 



Then we moved up in Boyle Heights on Boulder Avenue right off of Evergreen, and we lived there 

till my father died when I was ten. After my father died, my mother and my sister and I moved into a 

duplex right off of Brooklyn Avenue, now Cesar Chavez, and it was behind an apartment building. 

The reason, my mother's sister and brother-in-law--we moved into a duplex behind an apartment 

building that my mother's sister and my Dad's brother lived in, so they were close, and families were 

always close, the two families. I started school at Sheridan Street School. I was ten. My sister was 

five, and I would take her in the morning, I'd drop her off at Helen-something--I don't remember the 

last name--Daycare Center, and I would go to school at Sheridan Street School. 

PARKER:

Sheridan Street. This was in Boyle Heights? 

BERNSON:

In Boyle Heights, yeah, right. 

PARKER:

If we could back up a little bit, what did your parents--when your father was alive, what did they do 

for work? 

BERNSON:

My father was in business. He had a lumberyard in Alhambra at the time of his death. My mother was 

a homemaker at that point, although she had been a wig maker for Max Factor when they used to do 

all the woven--you know, really--anyway, she went back to work for Max Factor after my father died, 

so I pretty much raised my sister, you know, and did all the house chores and things of that nature, 

and some cooking and cleaning and whatever. 



PARKER:

And it was just you and your sister, one other sister? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, just the two of us and my mother. 

PARKER:

What do you remember about what Boyle Heights--what was it like at that time? 

BERNSON:

Well, it was like a little ghetto, kind of, you know. It was a very Jewish neighborhood with a lot of 

Hispanic, Mexican people living there also. We had a colony of what they called at the time White 

Russians. I guess they were Lithuanians or whatever. And we had a Japanese community before Pearl 

Harbor. That's what it was like. I remember it. Sometimes it was pretty rough. I remember there were 

a lot of gangs and things of that nature in those days, and I guess they still are, except I don't think 

there was drugs like today. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So, a pretty mixed community. Do you remember interacting with different-- 

BERNSON:

Well, yeah, sure. 



PARKER:

--racial and ethnic groups? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, sure, sure, yeah. In school, I interacted with all of them. The only community that we didn't 

have at that time, I think, in Roosevelt High School, when I went to Roosevelt High School, I think 

there was only one or two black kids in the school. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

One of them was on the track team with me, so I remember him. And that was it. But it was a real 

melting pot. It was a destination point for a lot of people that came from Europe and other places. 

PARKER:

Were your parents part of a Jewish community there? Were they religious? 

BERNSON:



Yeah, they were, you know--they didn't go to temple every day, you know. Turn it off. (recorder 

turned off) 

0:09:04.7

BERNSON:

Yeah, my parents weren't ultra-religious, but we would go to temple on the High Holidays. It wasn't 

called temple in those days; we used to call it shul. And my father was active. When we were in City 

Terrace, he was in the lumber business. I think he furnished all the lumber for the shul that was built 

in City Terrace. But I became active in it after my father died, because the Jewish tradition, you have 

to say Kaddish for a parent that passes away, for a year after the death. So we had the old historic 

Breed Street Shul, and I'll tell you the rest of that story later. But I used to go there in the morning on 

the way to school, and I would stop and say the Kaddish, as they call it. And in the afternoon, 

evening, I would go there again, and that was it. So I went to school there at Sheridan. I graduated, 

went to Hollenbeck Junior High School, and I went to Roosevelt High, graduated in 1948, summer of 

'48. I participated in some sports there, track and basketball, and I was too small for football. But too 

bad, because I think I would have been pretty good. 

But anyway, after graduation--oh, the last year, I only went to school half-time. I was on the half-time 

plan where I worked. I was working for Jim Dandy Markets over on Sixth Avenue near downtown 

Los Angeles, and I was there till I enlisted in the Navy. At that time, they passed the Universal 

Military Training Bill, so you were either going to be drafted for two years or you could enlist for a 

year and choose your branch of service. So I had a bunch of friends of mine that I was involved with 

in an organization called AZA, which was a Jewish fraternity organization, and they all went in the 

Navy. But I was younger than them; I was a year younger. Somehow I was put ahead in school, so I 

graduated when I was seventeen, and you needed to be eighteen to get in the service. But I was 

working for Jim Dandy Market, and I enrolled in Los Angeles City College, took a business course, 

and soon as the course was over, which was in February, because I turned eighteen in November, I 

enlisted and I served a year. It was a good experience for me. 

PARKER:

So you would have been--how old would you have been at that time? 

BERNSON:

I was eighteen when I enlisted. I was nineteen when I got out. 



PARKER:

Sorry. What year would that have been? 

BERNSON:

Oh, that would've been 19--let's see. What year was it? 1948. 

PARKER:

Forty-eight? Okay. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. Would have been '48 because I turned eighteen in '48. 

PARKER:

So you were a young teenager in Los Angeles when World War II was going on. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I was like, I don't know, like eleven years old, just barely eleven years old. 



PARKER:

What do you remember from that time period? 

0:14:45.7

BERNSON:

I remember the stories. I remember the blackouts at night. I remember the sirens. I remember my 

cousins going off to war, you know. My mother's sister and brother had three children, a daughter and 

two sons. The youngest son was about five, six years older than me, but he was like a big brother, and 

I remember him going off. He was in the Army. He had been a stevedore before he went in the Army. 

After he graduated, he worked up in Oxnard, you know, Ventura, loading boats and stuff like that. So 

they put him through ranger training. He was trained as a ranger, and he was on the beachheads of all 

the landings they had in Africa and Sicily in Italy, because they had to get--you know, unload stuff 

and get the provisions for the--you know. So he was in the midst of all that stuff, and he went through 

the whole war, didn't get hurt, fortunately, because I know he told me on one of the beachheads, I 

think Salerno or something, that he was the only man left of his squad that was still alive after the 

beachhead. But the only injury he had is he broke his finger playing football. They sent him back to a 

rest area, in Italy, and he broke his finger playing football. Anyway, we were very close. He passed 

away a number of years ago. He was up in Bakersfield. He was one of my relatives that had moved up 

to Bakersfield afterwards, so one of the reasons that I had family there. So I did that, and I was in this 

business. I was nineteen when I started, okay? And my sister graduated from--she had graduated from 

Hollenbeck, and then I moved my mother and sister up to Bakersfield. I bought a home and I moved 

them up there, and they were there till after the earthquake and after my daughter started UCLA. "My 

daughter." My sister started at UCLA, and my mother moved back so she could be with her. And after 

the earthquake, the building that my store had been in was severely damaged and ultimately had to be 

torn down, so I moved back to L.A. and I was here. I went to work for a friend of mine, a friend of the 

family, became a good friend of mine, Joe Rudnick over in Beverly Hills. I don't know if you ever 

heard the name or anything, but very well-known name in Beverly Hills, was like he had a clothing 

store, boys' wear, sportswear, and boys' and men's, and sporting goods. He had everybody in the 

movie industry and everybody in show business, they were all customers of his mainly because of the 

kids, because the kids would go to--they'd outfit the kids to go to summer camp, and they'd all--you 

know. And we had just about--I got to meet just about everybody in the industry at one point, you 

know. It was good experience. I enjoyed it. 

Then I had the opportunity with my cousin who had originally got me to Bakersfield, talked me into 

going up there, he had sold his business. They were in business up there, him and his brother. And he 

came down and he was helping out at Rudnick's also at the same time, and we had this opportunity to 

take a boys' department section in a store that was opening in Grenada Hills, called Embassy 

Clothiers. That was a good store, very top, topnotch store, you know, Louis Roth clothes, which was 

the top of American clothiers in those days, clothing firms. And I was up there, and then I split up 

with him. We opened a couple of other stores, but things weren't working out. Everything wasn't as it 

was promised to me, and so I set out on my own and bought out the store in Reseda. We had a store in 



Granada Hills and Reseda, and we had one in North Hollywood. I think I'm going to let you ask the 

questions from here on in. 

PARKER:

So I-- 

BERNSON:

I got carried away there. 

PARKER:

I'm sorry, I'm going to take you back a little bit. I just wanted to--so when you went into the Navy for-

-your year of service? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Where were you stationed? 

BERNSON:



Well, I went through boot camp in San Diego, and then I was transferred, after I got out of boot camp, 

to Whidbey Island, Washington. It was a Naval Air Station. I was general service rate, which was the 

white stripes, attached to aviation, and being as I had some business background and I had taken 

typing in school somehow--I don't know why, but I think it was in high school or junior high. I don't 

remember which. And they put me into an administrative office. A small squadron, and it was real 

nice up there. It was a very remote place. The whole town was about 1,000 people, not counting the 

Navy personnel. Maybe it was counting the Navy personnel. I'm not sure. But anyway, I was there 

until I was transferred back to--my squadron used to rotate between Kodiak, Alaska, and Whidbey 

Island, six months at Whidbey, three months at Kodiak, but when they rotated to Kodiak, I didn't have 

enough time left on my term to be transferred up with them, so they transferred me to another 

squadron there in Whidbey Island. My mother had an accident, she fell and broke her back, and I 

applied for emergency transfer so I could be down in Los Angeles there, and it came through. I was 

transferred down to FASRON at San Diego, North Island, and I was there till I was discharged. I 

moved back to Boyle Heights temporarily. No, I don't even know if I was--no, I didn't move back to 

Boyle Heights because my mother had--when she left Bakersfield, my sister, she rented an apartment 

over in the Wilshire area, right off of Wilshire and La Brea, and so I came back there and I rented an 

apartment across the street from where my mother and sister lived. And I think my sister later went--

she was in one of the dormitories there, I think, the last year or so of her time at UCLA, and I was 

there. went back to work for Joe Rudnick until the time that I went out to the Valley. 

PARKER:

And so how long were you working in Beverly Hills with Joe Rudnick? 

BERNSON:

Off and on for two years. I was away for six months. I took a job in Las Vegas. I met this party who I 

won't go into a lot of detail about him, but he was one of these ex, you know, guys. He had been one 

of the original owners of the Flamingo Hotel. He was Bugsy (Siegel)'s boss, one of Bugsy's bosses. 

But he owned a whole square block in West Las Vegas, was an all-black area, basically. In those 

days, it was really terrible, because black people were not allowed to stay in any of the hotels in the 

Strip, and the only time they were allowed there is the daytime, with IDs. They worked at one of the 

hotels or something. It was really real bad. Anyway, he owned this square block. In order to make it 

more valuable, he backed different businesses. He had a small casino with a restaurant there. He had a 

clothing store which he brought in to straighten out for him; it was really a mess. And a show store 

and a market and--you know. So I was there, and he asked me if I would come up, and I said, "I'll 

come up and do it." I said, "I'll straighten it out for you, but I'm not going to stay here." I said, "I'll 

come up. I'll spend six months here to get it straightened out for you," I says, "under two conditions. 

Number one, you know that I'm leaving, I'm not going to stay. Number two, I have free hand to do 

whatever needs to be done here without your interfering with me." 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

He agreed to it, and I turned it around. Las Vegas was a fairly small town at that time, and I used to 

advertise on two TV stations. They did live spots. You had the merchandise, and they would actually, 

when they'd do movies at night, but when they did their spots, they were actually live, filming the 

actual item that was going to be--you know, and stuff like that. It wasn't like today's. And there was 

two newspapers, and I ran a full-page ad twice a week in each one of them, and we had the first 

discount clothing operation probably anywhere. I came down to L.A. I bought all the end-of-the-year 

big-name clothing lines from the department stores and so forth. I bought them for 50 percent of their 

cost, because they were unloading them. They didn't want them. And I left the regular tags on them, 

and everything was marked half-price of the original price. And I brought in--I knew the kind of 

merchandise that dealers wanted and so forth. That's a long story. You don't want to hear all that. 

Anyway, we had people coming from all over out there. In six months, I kept my word and I left. I 

went back to Los Angeles, moved into a fishbowl apartment in Hollywood, one of those kind of units 

around a pool. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And went back to work for my friend Joe Rudnick until I moved out to the Valley, went out to the 

Valley. 

PARKER:



And so was it around 1957 that you moved to the Valley? 

BERNSON:

It was 1958 when I was in--I was in Vegas from the beginning of '58, and the end of '58, I was moved 

back to Los Angeles, yeah. I know, because it was the Dodgers' second year in Los Angeles. No, 

maybe it was their first year. I can't remember. But anyway, they had a terrible season. The next year, 

they won the pennant, won the World's Series, but that year they didn't do very well. Anyway, that 

brings us up basically up to date, you know, not up to date, but up to that point. 

PARKER:

And so had you already met your wife and started a family at that point? 

0:25:31.9

BERNSON:

No, I didn't meet my wife until much later. I was like nineteen. When I came back from Bakersfield, I 

was twenty-five, I think. I'd been there for five or five and a half, six years. I met my wife later, after 

we opened in Granada Hills and then we took over a store in Reseda that the same company had had 

before, but they weren't happy with it, so they gave us the concession for the boys' department there. 

So that was the one when I bought them out, I bought that. But lo and behold, they went bankrupt, the 

men's store, and they were auctioned off to the highest bidder. The people in Granada Hills, they 

bought it, wanted to keep the department the way it was. The guy that bought the store in Reseda, 

which I was in, wanted us out. So I went up to--there was a bowling alley building there on Sherman 

Way, and I rented a store there. It was Embassy Campus Shop, was a young men's store, boys' and 

young men's. Then I later bought Joe Green's store, which was the Louis Roth store in Reseda, and I 

operated that. Reseda kind of went in the toilet because the malls started opening, the Topanga Plaza 

and all that, and so Reseda kind of gradually started--so I closed the store there in Reseda and I 

opened what was then a faddish thing, a pants store in Thousand Oaks. It wasn't much bigger than this 

room, actually, but it was about 400 square feet, facing the mall, facing Sears' entrance on the mall, 

outdoor mall in Thousand Oaks. I was there for about four--well, for a few years. 

Then Northridge Fashion Center--and why they wanted me, I'll tell you the story if you're really 

interested in it. Are you interested in it? 



PARKER:

Sure, yeah. 

BERNSON:

They wanted me to come and put one of those stores in the mall here in Northridge, and the reason I 

was surprised was because I was very much involved in stopping them from going into the original 

location that they wanted to go into. 

PARKER:

Stopping the mall developers? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, because where they wanted to go in was on the corner of Balboa and Nordhoff, and there were 

two schools, and the mall would have been here and Balboa Boulevard here, and a junior high and a 

grammar school right next to the mall. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

0:28:03.9

BERNSON:

So I had been friendly--my first initiation to politics was--I think I mentioned this to you before, but 

you probably want it on the tape--I was elected president of the Merchants Association in Reseda 



mainly because I didn't show up for a meeting. And that's how--but I took it seriously. We were doing 

a beautification program for Reseda. We wanted to do one, and the chamber of commerce president--

and I was on the board because I was president of the Merchants Association, and he became a good 

friend of mine, a man by the name of Carl Cannata, who was an auto dealer in Reseda at that time, 

later in Van Nuys. We went downtown to see our elected officials to see if we could get their support 

for having a beautification strip done on Sherman Way. Well, the one councilman that basically 

represented most of Reseda, virtually all, were fine, but the one that had represented the Granada Hills 

area and up through Northridge and actually came up to the next main street, which was Saticoy 

behind the Sherman Way business district, he and I had some words, got into an argument. He had me 

thrown out of his office. He was a councilman that was never elected but was appointed to fill a 

vacancy because of a death in the council, and when they did reapportionment, they moved his district 

out to the northwest end of the San Fernando Valley. 

So he had me thrown out of his office, so I said, "Okay." I left. I said, "I'll be back." And I went out, 

and I had met Bob Wilkinson, who was my predecessor, but I really didn't know him because I was 

involved in the Associated Chambers of Commerce and I represented Reseda in that, and he was the 

president of that when I served there. So I asked one of my customer friends who was involved, I said, 

"Who's running for the council in the 12th District?" I said, "I want to meet him because I really want 

to find somebody that I can work with and support in the election." 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

He says, "He's my across-the-street neighbor, Bob Wilkinson." And I said, "I know that." He said, 

"Yeah, you probably know of him." I said, "I think I've met him." He says, "I'm going to invite both 

of you to lunch." So he invited us to lunch, and I liked Bob and we hit it off, and I agreed to help in 

his campaign, and we unseated the incumbent. 

PARKER:

And what was the incumbent's name again? 



BERNSON:

Just a second. Cassidy. John Patrick Cassidy-- 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

--was the incumbent. And we unseated him. I went down to the ceremony, the swearing-in ceremony 

when Bob took office the last day of the old council. I was seated in the audience there, and I went 

over to the sergeant and I said, "Would you ask Councilman Cassidy if he'd please come over the 

rope?" And he same over the rope, and I said, "You remember me?" He says, "Yeah, I do." I says, "I 

told you I'd be back," you know. I just had to. I couldn't resist it, you know. 

PARKER:

Sure. 

BERNSON:

And that was my start in politics. I later was involved in getting John Lorenzen elected in the 3rd 

District, which was part of Reseda, and that was about the time we started the San Fernando Valley 

Breakfast Forum. 

PARKER:

Okay. I just wanted to back up a little bit. I wondered--so when you moved to the Valley, I wondered 



if you could talk a little bit about where you moved to and what the San Fernando Valley was like 

then, what attracted you to it. 

BERNSON:

Well, first of all, it was a new area. Things were not as expensive out here. You could rent. Rents 

were a lot more affordable. Second of all, I kind of liked it out here. It was, you know, a new area. 

There were orange trees all over the place. Where we took the store in Granada Hills, if you go out 

Devonshire, Devonshire's one of the main highways, considered major state highway through the 

Valley running east-west. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It was a two-lane road, and there was no sidewalks or anything like that. Basically, if you went past 

the next big street up there, which was--oh, I can't remember the name of the street. This is terrible. 

But anyway, that was it. There was nothing. There was farmland and stuff like that on both sides, and 

it was like being out in the country, you know. It really was being out in the country. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I remember one time it was raining real hard and I was going to the store. I was coming down--there 

was no freeways those days. You took Sepulveda, you know, took Sepulveda Boulevard out to 



Devonshire, and Devonshire was still a two-lane road, one each way, and it was flooded. I was 

driving, and I remember seeing those bugs, those Volkswagen bugs-- 

PARKER:

Sure, yeah. 

BERNSON:

--floating down. Floating down the street, literally floating sideways. So those were days. Those were 

good days. 

PARKER:

So did you buy a home out here? Were you living in an apartment? 

BERNSON:

I didn't buy a home out here until we got married. 

PARKER:

When was that? 

0:34:16.5

BERNSON:



We got married in '66, I think it was. Yeah, 1966. Yeah, I bought a home. First home was in the early 
part of Porter Ranch, before the Porter Ranch development was done. It was below Chatsworth Street. 
We were there. My oldest daughter was born there. The wind was so bad, you know. Do you know 
Porter Ranch at all or know about the winds up there? Just terrible. So I sold the place. In fact, I sold 
it back to the developer, as a matter of fact, because it probably had gone up in value or something. 
But anyway, in those days, they had these lease-buy option things. Most of the places up there he had 
were those. Mine wasn't. I had actually bought it. But he took it back, and I had very little equity in it, 
you know, because we were there I think maybe a year, year and a half, two years. 

We rented a place, a house in Canoga Park off of Saticoy and Fallbrook, and that was the 12th 
District. In those days, the 12th District went down to Saticoy. We were there. My middle daughter 
was born there, Holleigh, the one we lost, unfortunately. And then after that, we rented the place in 
Canoga Park. Then we bought a home in Winnetka, I remember, because--I remember what year it 
was. I paid $35,000 for it. My mother-in-law came to live with us, and I think that my daughter Sarah 
was born there, the youngest one, who's a psychologist now, family stuff, specializes with autistic 
children, things like that. She's a really good kid. We were in that house for maybe five years or so, I 
guess, five, six. I don't remember how many years. It started getting a little small. It was a three-
bedroom. My mother-in-law was living there, two of my daughters were in one bedroom, and I think 
my mother-in-law had one bedroom. We had four bedrooms? Might have been four bedrooms, but we 
needed more room. So I bought the house in Granada Hills, and we sold the house there. We sold it 
twice. The first time we sold it, we put it on the market and we sold it for $60,000. Paid 35. Thought 
that was a big profit, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Sold it for $60,000. It was on a thirty-day escrow, and he had given me a thousand-dollar deposit. He 
backs out of escrow, so I gave him his money back. We put it back on the market. We sold it the next 
day for more money, for 62.5. 

PARKER:

What year would that have been? 



BERNSON:

I don't remember, to tell you the truth. Go back, we sold the place there. I'm trying to think. We were 
in Granada Hills for twenty-some years, twenty-six years. But I bought the house there for 80,000. 

PARKER:

In Granada Hills? 

BERNSON:

In Granada Hills, 80,500, and the reason I bought it for 80,500, because it was a big bidding war. 
They were bidding these houses up and everything else, and I wanted to underbid it, and my friend 
who was a realtor said, "No. If you want the house, you really want the house, instead of bidding 500 
under or whatever, bid 500 over, and you have a chance of getting it. Otherwise, you won't get it." 
And, sure enough, we got it. They had several bids in at the full price, and we got it because of the 
extra 500. And we were there for twenty-six years. I ran for office from that house. 

PARKER:

So this would have been you moved there in the early seventies? Mid-seventies? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. Wait a second. Yeah, the early seventies. 



PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

I think. It was earlier than that, I think. Yeah, must have been early seventies, because I was elected in 
'79. I think we moved in there in '76. 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

I think '76 was when-- 

PARKER:

So it sounds like--oh, sorry. Go ahead. 

BERNSON:

That was about it. I mean, you know, I was involved at that time politically with the Breakfast Forum 
and CIVICC had started, and I was always one of these people that thought the Valley wasn't getting 
their fair share, not that I had anything against Los Angeles. I just thought we were getting short 
shrift. We were paying heavy taxes and getting back a small amount in actual services and 
improvements and stuff like that. (sneezes) Pardon me. Hit the button. (recorder turned off) 



PARKER:

So could you talk a little bit about--it sounds like you moved to a couple different communities in the 
San Fernando Valley--what the racial or ethnic makeup of the Valley was like at that time? 

BERNSON:

Basically, it was pretty much a Caucasian area, you know. We had Hispanic people here and we had 
some Afro-Americans, you know, but they basically lived in the eastern end of the Valley in what was 
known as, I guess, not Sylmar, but--I can't remember the name. Anyway, it was pretty much of a 
white, what you'd call white, Caucasian area. 

PARKER:

Was there much of a Jewish population in the Valley at that time? 

BERNSON:

Some. Yeah, basically in the area around Ventura Boulevard. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



And we had some--we had a temple in Granada Hills which we belonged to. But it was growing up. It 
had grown a great deal from when I first opened the store in '59, you know. It was almost twenty 
years later, and it was already blossoming out and booming, you know, built all the way up. 

PARKER:

The development of those business quarters in San Fernando Valley? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, business and residential. 

PARKER:

Right. Did you face any discrimination for your Jewish background, being a businessman in the 
Valley or-- 

BERNSON:

Not that much. In Boyle Heights, I remember when I was a kid in Huntington Park, the Sunday thing 
during the Depression years was we would go for a ride in my dad's car out in the country. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

I remember going to--we were going to a restaurant to stop, and there was a sign up that said "No 
Jews or Niggers Allowed," you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But that was, you know--in the Valley, it wasn't that much. It really wasn't. 

PARKER:

Were your parents--growing up, were your parents politically active or-- 

BERNSON:

No, they were Democrats, I know that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



And they were big supporters of Franklin Roosevelt. I remember that. And I don't know why, because 
I remember him sending a shipload of Jews that were escaping from Hitler and he wouldn't let them 
land and sent them back to the concentration camps. But they were big Democrats. I mean, they 
weren't involved party-wise and in the elections, but they voted. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Did they have family still in Europe during the war? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, they did. They had family there in Europe before Hitler, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So they passed away during the--or killed during the Holocaust? 

BERNSON:

We had one cousin, one of my distant cousins of my mother, came to Bakersfield. His name was 
Gene Kafalablum (phonetic), I think was his last name, and I nicknamed him "Gene Kelly" and it 
stuck. He went by the name of Gene Kelly. He was a tailor. He was the only survivor that we knew 
about. 

PARKER:

Okay. And I know you've talked about getting your start in politics, you know, in the Valley in the 
seventies, but were you politically active as, you know, a young adult? Did you identify as a 
Democrat along with your parents? 



BERNSON:

I was a Democrat until--who was--the last Democratic president I voted for was JFK. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I voted for, I think, Barry Goldwater Senior. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

That was my first Republican that I voted for for president. I'm not locked in with party when I vote. 
Registration, you've got to be registered someplace. But Barry Goldwater Senior and Ayn Rand--have 
you ever read Ayn Rand at all? 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 



BERNSON:

What have you read by her? 

PARKER:

Fountainhead. 

BERNSON:

Have you read the other book? 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

Oh, you have to read it. It's a must. 

PARKER:

What appealed to you about Ayn Rand? 



BERNSON:

Oh, the whole story. It's a very mythical story, but it's, you know, very--there's a chapter in there--and 
I was in business at the time when I read it the first time. There's a chapter in there where this tycoon 
from some metal from Chile is in New York or Washington. He's in Washington, D.C., and he's 
invited to this party with a bunch of bureaucrats, and they're carrying on and carrying on and kidding 
him about his money and all that, really giving him a hard time. He says, "Well," he says, "that's easy 
enough for you," he says, "because you don't even know what money is." And there's a whole chapter, 
about fifty pages, where he proceeds to tell them what money is. It's a must for anybody, really. 

PARKER:

So what does he say? What is money? 

BERNSON:

I can't explain it. It's a tool. It's a spirit. It's things that makes things happen. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

You know, he lets them know. Atlas Shrugged is the name of the--you should read it if you haven't 
read it. I don't care what party, what you're--you could be a liberal, you could be a leftist, you could 
be a communist, you could be whatever. It's a must-read for anybody that wants to have some 
understanding of what's going on in the world. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It isn't just, you know--it isn't one-sided about--it tells it how government really is, what it does and 
what it doesn't do, and so forth. Anyway, that's beside the point. 

PARKER:

What attracted you to Barry Goldwater? 

BERNSON:

I liked what he said. I listened to him. I had read various thing. I read his book, The Conscience of a 
Conservative-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and I changed parties; I became a Republican. But during my career in politics, I supported who I 
thought was the best person. I supported people like our current senator, California, Dianne-- 



PARKER:

Feinstein? 

BERNSON:

--Feinstein, yeah. I endorsed her, in fact, and everything, and one of the reasons I did, because after 
the earthquake, she came to my office in Northridge, my district office, and she said, "Hal, what do 
you need?" And I told her what we needed, and she delivered. See, to me, that's what it's all about. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Politics is about delivering what you say you're going to deliver and what you need to do. But 
anyway, enough of that. Go ahead. 

PARKER:

Well, so, okay. So you supported Goldwater, and then you would have been living--I'm just thinking 
about what was happening in Los Angeles, you know, once you had moved to the Valley. You would 
have been in the Valley during the Watts uprising in 1965? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 



PARKER:

What do you remember about that, or did it have an impact? 

BERNSON:

I remember the south side of town burning and the fighting that was going on, pillaging and 
plundering and stealing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It was terrible. It was an excuse to just loot. That's what it was. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Anyway, not that maybe they didn't have some reasons for being, you know--but not to do what they 
did. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

You know. There's a right way to protest and a wrong way, and that was the wrong way. 

PARKER:

I mean, were you supportive of Mayor Yorty? Was he--what did you think of his politics? 

BERNSON:

I wasn't a big supporter of Mayor Yorty, although I think I did vote for him when Bradley ran against 
him. I got to know Yorty afterwards, during my political activity. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Even before I was in office, he had me on his show. He had that, I guess, KGI, KHJ, whatever it was, 
one of the TV stations over there on Sunset Boulevard. So I was on a number of times, and we were 



friendly, you know. But I got to know Wally George, who was his announcer. I don't know if you 
knew who Wally George was. 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

He was a guy who stuttered except when the camera was on and when he had a microphone, you 
know, and he had worked with my wife at the Gaslight Club. My wife was a dancer, and although she 
worked there as a cocktail waitress--that's where we met. My nose is giving me a bad time. And some 
friends took me there for my thirty-fourth birthday. 

PARKER:

So, 1964? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, for my birthday party. A friend of mine was entertaining there, besides, a singer, saloon singer 
by the name of Duke Mitchell, who also was known as "Mr. Palm Springs." He worked at all the 
joints there, never held at one place because he'd always try to tell the owner how to run their business 
and they'd kick him out. But Sinatra was a big fan of his. Sinatra used to go see him all the time in the 
springs. But anyway, I met Robyn there, and we started--we didn't date immediately. We didn't start 
dating till several months later. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And we finally started dating, and we later got married. 

PARKER:

So at that time, were you already involved with the chamber of commerce? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I was already involved with the chamber of commerce and with CIVICC. CIVICC was an 
outgrowth of the Breakfast Forum. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It came from there. 

PARKER:

So what were the kinds of concerns that you were talking about at the chamber of commerce meetings 
in that period? 



BERNSON:

Well, basically the economic of our business communities, you know, things that--we talked about 
city and how we needed to get more return and so forth. The usual thing that chamber people do 
today. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. And so was the founding of the Breakfast Forum, did that emerge out of the chamber of 
commerce meetings? Was that a group within the chamber? 

BERNSON:

No, it wasn't. Some of the people that were involved in it were involved in the chamber also, but 
essentially they were businesspeople and movers and shakers in their communities, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It was apolitical, no mention of parties or anything, and we supported--we got everybody elected 
when we were in our prime. We supported who we thought was the best candidate who could win. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we supported people like Jim Corman, who was a Democrat. We elected all those people that 
were on the community college board, with the exception of Jerry Brown was on the same board with 
Bob Cline and Paul Priolo and Mike Antonovich was on that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Mike and--he became good friends later on in life after we--you know. We helped Mike get elected to 
his first office. In fact, Bob Cline also. And I communicate with Bob Cline occasionally. He lives up 
in Northern California someplace, and we get together on email occasionally. But those were good 
days. Politics were different in those days 

PARKER:

How so? 

BERNSON:

It wasn't the animosity. You worked with people, didn't matter what party they belonged to. In order 
to get things done, you had to work with people. When I went on the council, although it's a 
nonpartisan thing, but, I was probably the only registered Republican on the council, although I think 



maybe Art Snyder might have been and I think Joel Wachs was, but he really wasn't. He was 
registered, but he was really a libertarian. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I got along with everybody. I mean, you know, you had to. If you wanted to get anything done, 
you needed eight votes, and if it was an ordinance, you needed ten votes, so out of fifteen people, you 
had to get along. And Gil Lindsay instructed me early on, and Gil became a good friend through the 
years, even though he didn't want to see me there originally, but I think he pretty much liked me 
afterwards. Gil came to me one day after I'd voted against something, and he said, "Hal," he says, 
"one thing you need to learn here." He said, "In order to get along, sometimes you got to go along," 
meaning sometimes you have to hold your nose and vote for something because it's for their district or 
whatever the case may be, and you're going to need their vote sometime, so, you know, so you did 
that and it worked out well because--actually, if it was something that I thought was absolutely wrong, 
I wouldn't vote for it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But if it was something that didn't affect me or my district and it wasn't a big deal, I'd try to help the 
councilmember of the district, and they did the same with me. So, you know, today you don't have 
that going on anymore. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Not at the local level, not at the state level, not at the federal level. Our country's in real deep stuff, in 
case you don't know it. 

PARKER:

So going back to the Breakfast Forum for a minute, so who--you said movers and shakers. Who 
would some of those people have been that were-- 

BERNSON:

Well, let me see if I can remember all the names. God. One was Carl Cannata, who I had mentioned 
to you before, in the Van Nuys area. One was Bert Boeckmann, the (unclear) biggest car dealer in the 
world, by the way, still today. To this day, he's still working, at my age. And let's see. Jerry Nordskog, 
who lives up in Ventura today, he and his father had Nordskog Industries. They built galleys for 
airliners and for planes and also the landing steps, you know, those things. They built those things for 
the airport. I'll try to think of a few more. We had an old guy by the name of Howard Kebler 
(phonetic), who wasn't in business anymore, but he was the guy who kind of ran West Van Nuys. He 
was the mouth, you know, but he was a good guy. And we had a guy by the name of Jack Baum from 
Tarzana, who became the president or the face that we wanted up there for CIVICC. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And a bunch of other--I can't remember all the names now, but-- 

PARKER:

Sure. 

BERNSON:

--there was a leading person in each area. 

PARKER:

Each neighborhood of the Valley? 

BERNSON:

Each neighborhood of the Valley, including Glendale, and we had a guy whose family owned a 
department store over in Glendale. I don't remember his name anymore. Anyway-- 

PARKER:

So would elected officials come to your group to seek endorsements or-- 

BERNSON:



They came not to seek-- 

PARKER:

--to give speeches? 

BERNSON:

--endorsement and support. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Because we were good fundraisers too. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



And they were allowed, but their deputies were not allowed. They had to come themself (sic). We 
only met twice a year. 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

And we met at a--there was an old restaurant at the old Van Nuys Airport. I think it was called the 
Skytrails or something like that. It was an old, rundown, old big restaurant, and we met there on an 
early Saturday mornings twice a year, and the elected officials all came, not the U.S. senators, but 
Congressmembers and so forth, supervisors. They all came to the meetings and they attended. We had 
an executive committee meeting before the regular meeting, and they were allowed to attend that, and 
we would tell them what the agenda was going to be and what we were interested in. Then we'd go in 
and we'd have the regular meeting. But we supported them, and it was strictly apolitical, you know. It 
was not party or anything like that. 

PARKER:

Were there specific issues the group was interested in? 

BERNSON:

Well, we were interested in the Valley, you know, things that affected the San Fernando Valley. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Was school busing becoming an issue at that point? 



BERNSON:

That became an issue probably a little later on, about the time that I was thinking about running for 
office. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I don't know if I was actually thinking about running for office at the time or I actually--we were 
living in Granada Hills, so it was after '76. I don't think I decided to run until summer of '78, so it was 
in that period in between, I guess. My daughters were going to--they were in private school at 
Pinecrest, and then when busing came in, they went to North--West Hills Academy or something like 
that. I can't remember the name. They went there. But they all went--my youngest daughter went to 
Frost Junior High School in Granada Hills, which was right above our house, a block away from our 
house. You could walk to it. But my other--all three of them went to public high school. 

PARKER:

Went to public high school? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, mm-hmm. 



PARKER:

So they would've been subject had busing been-- 

BERNSON:

They would have been, yeah. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

I got involved in a couple of the school board races. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we helped elect Roberta Weintraub and Bobbi Fiedler to the school board, and thus we stopped 
the mandatory busing, which was really a hardship on the kids. I mean, it just made no sense. All you 
were doing is antagonizing people, making things worse. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But anyway-- 

PARKER:

Were you involved with Bustop, the grassroots group? 

BERNSON:

Well, I was. I was opposed to it. I got involved with Alan Robbins, who was one of the--the state 
representative, state senator, and used to--I met him at one of his first meeting of the Breakfast Forum. 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

We became good friends, and I later supported him when he ran for mayor against Tom Bradley. 



PARKER:

In 1977? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I guess it was '77, yeah. And I learned a bitter lesson, both of us, that time. We were going--we 
had tickets to the Dodger World's Series with the Yankees, and so we drove there and there was no 
place to park. We parked blocks away, you know, up in that area, Chavez Ravine, what was Chavez, 
you know, the old houses there? And we walked all the way through everything. We walked down. 
We got to the stadium and got near the entrance, and a limo pulled up and Tom Bradley got out. And I 
said, "Well, got to put a stop to that." Anyway, but Alan, he was a Democrat, although he could have 
been easily a moderate Republican. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

In case you're interested, my political views are I'm a social moderate. Today I think I probably--most 
of the liberals who aren't far left would agree with most of the things that I feel personally-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--about issues, you know, social issues, but I'm a fiscal conservative when it comes to money matters 



and that type of thing, and individual rights and things. I'm all for that. Anyway, so that was the 

beginning of my political career. 

PARKER:

So CIVICC grew out of these conversations that you were having at the Breakfast Forum? 

BERNSON:

Breakfast Forum, yeah. 

PARKER:

So can you talk a little bit about--on that, the decision to create this committee to investigate valley 

secession? 

BERNSON:

Well, we weren't getting much results from the city on doing the things we wanted, so we said, "Well, 

let's form our own city. In fact, let's form our own city/county," because we tried to break away from 

both the city and the county. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

Anyway, they rigged the election so that it had to be approved by the overall total vote of the city, not 

just the San Fernando Valley. San Fernando Valley voted overwhelmingly to leave Los Angeles. It 

must have been about 70-some percent. But with the rest of Los Angeles, we lost. And Tom Bradley 

went to Sacramento and got legislation passed. I forget what it was. We got some legislation passed 

that made it virtually impossible for us to do it in the future, and that was it, so we put up with it till 

then. And then the situation with Mr. Cassidy and me running, I got involved with Bob Wilkinson's 

race, and then when Bob announced he wasn't going to run one year into his term or one and a half 

years, and the candidate who he had defeated and forced him into a runoff had about three years to 

run like she was the councilwoman. You know, there were no limits on what you could do as far as 

fundraising. There were no limits on anything. You could do anything. And so she had three years 

like that, and she hired Jack McGrath, who was at that time considered to be undefeatable, and the 

rest is history, you know. 

PARKER:

I just wanted to ask a couple more questions about CIVICC. Even though the effort to secede was 

ultimately unsuccessful, I know that you commissioned some studies to investigate the amount of 

taxes that the Valley was paying-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

--versus the level of services that you were receiving. 

BERNSON:

And it proved that we were right, that we were not getting back sufficient return. 



PARKER:

What were some of the frustrations that people were feeling specifically? What services did you feel 

like were lacking? 

BERNSON:

We didn't have enough police, we didn't have enough fire fighters, our streets weren't getting taken 

care of the way they should have been taking care of, almost as bad as they are now. Not quite. And 

things of that nature. So we decided to take a shot at it, and we did. We got the signatures to qualify 

for the ballot, and we ran. The vote, of course, was--oh, that's Tom Bradley did. Tom Bradley went to 

Sacramento, got the legislature to pass a bill that said that when an area leaves the city, it has to be 

approved by the entire city. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So that was it. 

PARKER:

And around that same time--and I'm looking at one of the Op-Eds that you wrote for the L.A. Times--

you were talking about some of the projects that were happening outside of downtown that people in 

the Valley were paying taxes for, downtown redevelopment, the people mover. So how did that issue 

of downtown redevelopment fit in? 



BERNSON:

It was part of it. It wasn't so much that we were opposed to redevelopment. Redevelopment is a good 

idea if you do it honestly. But they were capturing the tax from areas that were not inside the 

redevelopment area and using it. Therefore, they were diverting it from the general fund of the city, 

and that's why we were paying for that as well, you know. We weren't getting any benefit from that, 

you know, direct benefit. Might have been getting some kind of benefit. I don't know what that would 

be, but--and it was interesting. I spent a year, year and a half on that committee that Bob Wilkinson 

appointed me to represent the district, and it was another guy by the name of Bob Karp, who 

represented the 3rd District, that Don Lorenzen had appointed. The two of us, I think, wrote the--I 

don't remember all the details with it, but we wrote the--the two of us wrote the--I think we're the only 

signers. 

PARKER:

Minority report? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Opposing the downtown redevelopment project? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. Originally, they had it all set up so it was going to be just a walk in the park for Bradley and 

Lindsay, and they had appointed some actress to the committee, and she was just like a figurehead. 

And all of a sudden, we started taking it to them, myself and Karp, and we had some council support. 



Ernie Bernardi was supportive. Ernie was a good councilman. We jokingly said that he had no "yes" 

button on his thing. Everything was no. He never voted yes on anything. But anyway-- 

PARKER:

And he actually sued the city over that redevelopment plan. 

BERNSON:

No, he didn't. Well, he was on the council, but he represented part of the Valley, represented Van 

Nuys area. 

PARKER:

Right, no, but I think he also brought a lawsuit against the city. 

BERNSON:

Oh, yeah, I think he might have. 

PARKER:

To stop the--or to place a limit on the tax dollars that (unclear). 

BERNSON:



Yeah, I think he probably did. 

PARKER:

Was Wilkinson also supportive of--or sympathetic to your views against downtown redevelopment? 

BERNSON:

Oh, yes, Wilkinson was very sympathetic, yeah. 

PARKER:

Did he also support this idea to investigate secession from the city? 

BERNSON:

He supported whatever CIVICC did, personally. I mean, it wasn't anything to do with the council, but 

Ernie supported it, I think. Don Lorenzen, I think, supported it. And who were the other 

councilmembers in the district at that time? I don't think Louie Nowell ared one way or the other. 

PARKER:

Were there other--besides Alan Robbins, other statewide representatives that got involved? 

BERNSON:



Yeah. I mean, I don't know if they got directly involved, but Bob Cline, Alan Robbins, Paul Priolo, 

who was redistricted out to the Valley. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Turn that off for a second. (recorder turned off) 

PARKER:

To what extent were concerns about property taxes also--rising property taxes-- 

BERNSON:

Well, that was the situation with Howard Jarvis. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



And we were concerned about that, obviously, but everybody was-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--not just the Valley. It was getting to the point a lot of the other people who had limited income or 

retired were being literally taxed out of their homes because they couldn't afford to pay the taxes. And 

I think I told you the story before about Howard Jarvis and I. 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

I didn't? Okay. Well, I knew Howard because he was active around the Valley and around. He was 

actually a member of a group called the Apartment House Owners Association. They were primarily 

interested in the apartment buildings and rent control and stuff like that. But about three or four years 

earlier, there had been a measure which was put on the ballot by what was a city controller, I think, at 

the time, and it failed. It was very similar, with a few little details. So my wife belonged to this group-

-we belonged to this Republican--Young Republicans, and my wife was being inducted as, I think, the 

secretary, one of the elections. And I was just there. I don't think I was running at that point yet, but it 

might have been close to the same time. And Howard Jarvis was the installing officer, and he was 

seated right next to me and we were talking, because we knew each other. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

1:11:38.6

BERNSON:

And he says, "Hal," he says, "I'm introducing this measure to control property taxes." He says, "It'll 

have to have a vote of the people to approve any property taxes." And I said, "Howard, that's just like 

the thing that--." I can't remember the guy's name who was the controller at the time. I said, "That's 

the same thing that they had before." He says, "And it was defeated." I says, "But, you know, they can 

get anything passed they want to. They'll spend enough money to get it done. You're not going to be 

able to really hold the line on property taxes with this." 

He says, "You don't think so?" I said, "I know so." I says, "If you really want to put a stop to it and 

make them get a two-thirds vote of the public--." 

PARKER:

And that's what they did in Prop 13? 

BERNSON:

That's what he did. If you'll check the committee, Yes on Prop 13, you'll see my name there. 

PARKER:

Yeah, so when did you--at what point did you get involved with that Yes on Prop 13 Committee? 

BERNSON:

I supported it, you know. I supported it. 



PARKER:

What did that involve? What did supporting it involve? 

BERNSON:

Voting for it, helping them raise some bucks, getting--different things you do in a political campaign. 

PARKER:

Fundraising? 

BERNSON:

Fundraising, talking to different groups, you know, explaining what it is and what it does-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and so forth. Yeah. Anyway, we passed it. They're still trying to beat it, and eventually I guess 

they'll probably find a way, eventually. 



PARKER:

So he--Howard Jarvis also ran in that 1977 race, mayoral race, with Alan Robbins and Bradley. 

BERNSON:

I think he did, come to think of it, yeah. 

PARKER:

Yeah. So did you already know him at that â€“ 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

You must have already known him at that point. 

BERNSON:

I knew him at that time. But Alan and I had become very good friends, and I supported him, you 
know. I supported him when he--they were out to get him from the day one. The L.A. Times was after 
Alan Robbins. Not that Alan was an angel, because he wasn't. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But he wasn't dishonest either. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And he had plenty of money. He was a very successful real estate investor. So he didn't need to--you 
know. And you knew that he went to prison, right? 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Do you know why? 



PARKER:

Some sort of ethics violation? 

BERNSON:

He was chairman of the Insurance Committee for the state, of the State Senate, and the FBI was after-
-what's his name? Willie--what was Willie's last name? Was the Speaker of the House for many years. 

PARKER:

Oh. Brown? 

BERNSON:

Willie Brown, of course. Willie was quite a character. I got to know Willie, too, by the way, through 
the years, and we had a good relationship. He was a Democrat; I was a Republican. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But they were after Willie Brown. So they came to Alan Robbins and they said, "Alan, we need you, 
and you're going to help us to get Willie." Said, "We're going to put a wire on you and send you into 



his office to get him to talk about things that we can use against him." And Alan said, "Why would I 
do that?" He says, "Well," he says, "because you do business, you borrow money from banks when 
you do real estate and so forth. We have a copy of your statement you made to Independence Bank 
that we think is fraudulent, that you overestimated some property," or whatever. And Alan said, "I 
didn't do that." He said, "Well, you may not think you did," he says, "but we can make it sound like 
you did. And if you don't help us, we're going to get you." So he said, "Okay." So they put the wire on 
him. They sent him into Willie's office, and when he walked in, if he'd have said, "Hi, how you 
doing," everything would have been--you know. But when he walked in, he said, "Mr. Speaker, how 
are you?" You know? Willie was very sharp. He knew immediately something was up, and he 
clammed up. Okay? Well, lo and behold, they went after Alan and they did what they said they were 
going to do. They sent him--they said he made a fraudulent bank application for a loan, and that's 
what they sent him for. The man was worth $50 million at the time that that happened, you know. I 
mean, he wasn't broke. He didn't need--you know. So this is just some history. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Another situation, if you're interested with this, Willie Brown--the FBI was trying to get Willie 
Brown. They slipped $10,000 into his office with a note that it was from the shrimp catchers or some 
union, you know, whatever. Phony, you know. They made up. And Willie found the money, he kept 
the money, and he reported it as the way they had reported it: the shrimp growers. I think he did--he 
said, "FBI, $10,000." That's a true story. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, that's how politics were in those days. 



PARKER:

So the people--was there a lot of overlap between the CIVICC group and the Yes on Prop 13 
Committee? Because that was a-- 

BERNSON:

Some, yeah. Yeah, there was some overlap because they were mostly businesspeople and everybody 
thought it was equitable. We didn't want property taxes raised. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And the only thing that's put a control on, you know, it rolled it back a couple of years. In fact, this 
house here, we still are paying--we transferred from Granada Hills to this house, even though we 
rented for a few months in between, and my taxes on this house, to this day, believe it or not, are only 
$2,200 a year, which would have been, if I bought this house today, it would probably be about 
$8,000. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And I probably wouldn't have been able to afford it. I probably wouldn't be able to afford it today. 
Although our place at the beach, which we bought, our taxes now there are up to $8,500 a year, 
something like that. I think it was around two to three thousand dollars when we bought it twenty-six 
years ago, but even with Jarvis, it's gone up now. It's up to--you know. Anyway, that's--what else do 
you want to know? 

PARKER:

So-- 

BERNSON:

Now that I've told you everything about my life, my person. 

PARKER:

Well, not quite yet. 

BERNSON:

Oh. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 



BERNSON:

Some things I can't tell you. (recorder turned off) 

BERNSON:

--involved with politics at the time already, you know, not having run, but electing people and raising 
money for people and so forth. And I used to go to Sacramento frequently, and I would have dinner at 
Frank Fat's, famous Frank Fat's, when Wing Fat was still--his son, that ran the place after Frank 
retired. 

PARKER:

Who would you meet with in Sacramento? 

BERNSON:

Well, a lot of our elected officials used to have dinner with me: Bob Cline, Paul Priolo, Mike 
Antonovich, Bob Beverly. I'm trying to remember all of them. Three or four whose names I just don't 
recall. 

PARKER:

And people that you had gotten to know through the Breakfast Forum? 

BERNSON:



People, like when he was in the Senate, George Deukmejian, when he was--before he was elected to 
attorney general, then governor. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And there was a young man who worked for Barbara Klein, my opponent, my first opponent, he 
worked for her in the political campaign. In later years, he went to work for Alan Robbins as a deputy 
in Sacramento, so I got to know him. He was a nice young man. So when he got married, he invited 
us to his wedding up in Palos Verdes up there in those--what they call the hills up there. 

PARKER:

What was his name? 

BERNSON:

You would ask that 

PARKER:

We could look it up. 



BERNSON:

But I could get it for you eventually, I guess. Anyway, we were invited to his wedding. It was an 
outdoor thing up on the hills, and they were serving champagne and everything. I had a couple glasses 
of champagne, and lo and behold but Barbara Klein and her husband Robert, who was an attorney, 
baby doctor, baby attorney, adoptions and that kind of stuff-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

1:21:57.3

BERNSON:

--were there, and they approached me, and it was after Bob Wilkinson had announced he wasn't going 
to run. I had tried to get somebody who I thought would be a good representative to run for the office. 
I tried to get Bert Boeckmann to run, who would have been a great councilman if he had accepted it. I 
tried to get Bob Cline, who was in the Assembly, to run, and he didn't want it. There were only a few 
people that I thought would really be--and those were the ones, and I still hadn't found somebody. We 
were still searching for somebody. 

And they approached me, and Bob Cline said to me, "Hal," he says, "you know, we hope that you'll 
support Barbara. She's running for the Wilkinson seat. She's running for that seat." And I didn't say 
that I wouldn't support. I didn't want to be rude or anything. I said, "Well," I said, "I don't know what 
I'm going to do." I said, "I'll give it some thought." But he kept on. He says, "Well, you know, she's 
going to win that seat." He says, "You know, you better support her or else." I said, "Or else what?" 
"Or else you'll be on the shit list." I said, "Thank you very much, Bob." I walked away. I walked over 
to Robyn and I said, "Robyn, just decided to run." 

PARKER:

And what were Barbara Cline's politics--or what did she do it for? 

BERNSON:



She was quite a liberal. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And one of those "Don't do anything in our neighborhood. Don't build any more homes. Don't build 
any more businesses." You know, that type of thing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Appealing to the people that didn't want any growth whatsoever, okay? 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



And the rest is kind of history. Was a great campaign. I'll never--it was a really fun campaign, one 
that you can't imagine. Our first office was a little rundown storefront in a little small service center 
on Chatsworth Street in Granada Hills, cement on the floor, the roof leaked in the rain and everything, 
and we had virtually no money. But we ran a precinct operation and we walked. I walked 50 precincts 
myself, and friends--and Greig Smith, who was my friend also, who I had met in the Barry 
Goldwater, Jr., campaign, he worked for Barry Goldwater, Jr., and another friend of mine and myself, 
we raised most of the money for his election, much to our dismay later on, because we did not like 
what--he turned out not to be a great congressman. 

PARKER:

Wait. Sorry. Who was this? 

BERNSON:

Barry Goldwater, Jr. 

PARKER:

Oh, okay. 

BERNSON:

I don't know if you know much about his history, but he was a lightweight. He was a real lightweight, 
and then he got mixed up with drugs and stuff like that after that. 

PARKER:

But that was-- 



BERNSON:

Okay? 

PARKER:

That was how you met with-- 

BERNSON:

Greig. 

PARKER:

Greig, who then was (unclear). 

BERNSON:

We became good friends. He later went in business. He had a tuxedo rental place in Northridge when 
I was in business, you know. We were friendly and everything. So Greig got involved. He belonged to 
the Jaycees. They had a chapter, great chapter, great guys of Jaycees in the north end of the Valley, 
and that whole club and their wives all supported me, walked precincts, all our friends and everything. 
We covered the district. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

We spent probably a third of the money that she had, or less, but we covered every precinct and we--
there were seventeen original candidates. One dropped out and endorsed her. And after the primary, 
which I wound up getting 29.9 percent of the vote in the primary, she got 31.8, a little less than two 
percentage points more than me in the primary, and in the runoff, I got 67 percent of the vote. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So anyway, that's-- 

PARKER:

So were you drawing on those connections with people from CIVICC and-- 

BERNSON:

Sure. Of course. 



PARKER:

--Yes on Prop 13? 

BERNSON:

My history, my people. These were my people, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. And the Bustop--Bobbi Fiedler? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I mean, they were all part of the same fabric. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Did Howard Jarvis support you as well? 

BERNSON:

I don't remember. I don't think Jarvis supported me after all that. I think he supported another 
candidate that was in the race that finished fourth or fifth or something like that. 

PARKER:



What were the major issues that you were talking about when you were walking those precincts? 

BERNSON:

Well, we talked about busing, of course, and I was endorsed by Alan Robbins and Bobbi Fiedler and 
Robert Weintraub, which were the key three leaders of the anti-busing movement. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we talked about that. We talked about Valley equity. We talked about downtown interests and 
how we were--you know, that type of thing. 

PARKER:

What did you find were people's concerns, by and large, in the Valley? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, they were concerned about all the same things that we're concerned about today, you know. 
You just have to talk to them. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Got to get out and talk to people. Why do you think Trump is doing so well? Not his personality. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

He's doing well because he goes to these crowds and he talks their language, you know. 

PARKER:

Um-- 

BERNSON:

I didn't mean to bring that kind of politics into this discussion, by the way. 

PARKER:



Oh, no, no. I just lost my train of thought. So when you were walking around the Valley, were people 
also concerned between the tradeoff with the Valley being a sort of residential area and then some of 
the development that was happening around that time? 

BERNSON:

Well, no. I don't think it was so much--I don't think that--I think that most people welcomed proper 
growth, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

That was one of my specialties on the council. I was chair of the Planning Committee for most of the 
time I was there, and we redid the community plans for the city. The city didn't have a general plan 
when I came into office. They had thirty-five community plans, the youngest of which was about 
twenty-five years old. So I redid all of those community plans before I left office, and we developed a 
general plan for the city. Anyway, we talked about land use, sure, you know. We talked about land 
use. We talked about--but mainly the people were interested in getting a better return. They were 
interested in having better schools. They were interested in having more police officers, you know, 
and fire fighters and-- 

SESSION TWO (7/11/2018)

PARKER:

This is Caitlin Parker. I'm here with (Harold M.) Hal Bernson on July 11th, 2018, for a second 
session. So I wanted to begin by going back to a couple of the issues that we had talked about last 
time, one of which was Prop 13. So you talked about your involvement in that campaign, which was 
obviously successful. Prop 13 passed on the June 1978 ballot, and I wondered did you stay involved 
with the Prop 13 organizers. I know California for Prop-- 



BERNSON:

No, just casually, you know, because they weren't quite the altruistic group that everybody--like 
everybody thinks. They were the Apartment House Owners Association, and they were really 
basically interested in their own interests, which, you know, obviously everybody is to some degree. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But they had a strong group and they went on, and they still--the original--Howard Jarvis was never 
really--he was the figurehead, okay? There was an attorney whose name I cannot recall right now, 
who was a guy who ran things, and then they had a young guy who was very good, who did the actual 
organizing and stuff like that. But they were a good group and they're still around, different personnel 
now, and they're working on trying to save Prop 13 because, you know, everybody wants to get rid of 
it so they can raise our taxes. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. One of the groups that I was looking at was Californians for Prop 13, which seemed like it 
was a bunch of more grassroots people who then stayed involved to make sure that the spirit of Prop 
13 kind of in the immediate aftermath was being carried out in terms of city budgets, county budgets. 

BERNSON:

I think it's the same group. I think it's the same group. 



PARKER:

Okay. It seemed like there was some overlap then also-- 

BERNSON:

Could be. 

PARKER:

--with that group and then the school busing forces, particularly around the recall of the school board 
president at that time, Howard Miller. 

BERNSON:

Howard Miller. God, I remember Howard Miller, yeah. Haven't heard that name for a while. Yeah, 
they were very interesting days, and I was pretty active with the group that were trying to stop 
mandatory busing, not that I was opposed to integration. I think, obviously it's a desirable thing. But 
using the kids as an experimental thing and making it very tough for them being bused clear across 
town and back, and getting home late at night or dinnertime and so forth, it just didn't make any sense, 
plus they were forcing people to do it. They said they were going to set up a voluntary process and the 
kids and the parents agreed to send some of their kids. Fine, you know. At least they know what 
they're doing and they're not being forced to do it. But what they really did was initiate a number of 
private schools, and private home schooling started then. In fact, my kids went to Pinecrest, and when 
it came time to go to junior high, when they graduated sixth grade at that time, they went to 
Chatsworth Hills Academy. The only one of my daughters that went to regular school, public school, 
was my youngest daughter, Sarah, who went to Frost Junior High School, which is about a block 
below where we lived up in Granada Hills at the time. One of the schools that started then was Sierra 
Canyon School, which became--it's now a very pristine high school, but the two guys who started it, 
they sold it to another group many years later, but it was a very, very good school. Now everybody 
wants to get in over there. 



PARKER:

What made you decide to send your daughters to private school versus public school? 

BERNSON:

Rather than--they would have gone to public school, but I wasn't going to let them be bused across 
town, and I got together with a bunch of other people, Bobbi Fiedler. You've heard the name, right? 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Roberta Weintraub and some of those folks, and we managed to recall Howard Miller and get them 
both elected to the school board, and that wasn't my first political campaign. My first political 
campaign, I guess--maybe it was. No, it wasn't my first. First was Bob Wilkinson. 

PARKER:

Right. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 



PARKER:

And so I'm curious about this sort of overlap between it seems like a lot of--maybe not the apartment 
owners, but some of the more grassroots activists in the Valley who were involved with the Prop 13 
campaign and then also involved in the school busing. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, they were political activists. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Well, look. Let's face it. A lot of older folks and people on fixed incomes couldn't keep their homes 
because the taxes were being raised without their ability to stop it or anything else, and that's how it 
was initiated, but it was really the Apartment House Owners Association, not the small homeowners' 
groups, but they all got behind it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



Anyway, it worked out. They still are an active voice on taxes, the same group. They call themself 
(sic) the Howard Jarvis Prop 13 Group, is what I think they call themself (sic), although Howard has 
gone to his grave many years before. Not a bad guy. He was a nice guy. Anyway, what else would 
you like to know? 

PARKER:

So, well, part of, I think, the recall also was the same election that you were elected to city council, 
and I saw some of the L.A. Times coverage of your campaign framed as sort of a win for the anti-
busing forces, so I was curious what role did you see that issue playing in your campaign for city 
council. 

BERNSON:

Well, I think it was kind of an overall combined look. The Valley was in revolt. The Valley always 
felt that it was a stepchild and never got its fair share of anything. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I kind of had that same opinion when we started, obviously, because that's how CIVICC started, 
because of that. It was an outgrowth. CIVICC was an outgrowth of the Breakfast Forum, and the 
people that were involved, the key leaders of the Breakfast Forum, were the people that were involved 
in CIVICC, the starters of CIVICC. And some of them are still around. I think I was the only one that 
really ran for office, although I never intended to and I always swore I wouldn't, but I kind of got 
shoved into it, so-- 



PARKER:

And so you were telling me a little bit before we began recording about the initial poll that you had 
done in your council race. 

BERNSON:

Oh, yeah. One of the things we did was we did a poll, and I think somebody said, "You've got to do a 
poll if you're going to run for office." It's stupid, you know. But anyway, unless you're a national 
figure or something like that. I was a retailer in the Valley for a number of years, and my exposure 
was fringe politics stuff, you know, like--and people that I knew from business and otherwise, 
chamber of commerce and so we did that, and to my shock, I had 2 percent name ID. Two percent, 
twenty-five years in business. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And not all positive. It was mostly positive, but there was some negative, too. You always get that. 
But at any rate, it was interesting. Those were interesting days. 

PARKER:

Did you have a sense of what the negative response was for? 

BERNSON:



People that didn't agree with stopping busing, people that were opposed to Prop 13, people that maybe 
didn't like the way I did business, although I think I ran a pretty decent shop. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm 

BERNSON:

And always treated people fairly. At least I tried to. And as I say, it wasn't heavily negative, but it was 
some negative out of the 2 percent. But anyway, then there were seventeen original candidates 
running, you know. One dropped out and endorsed Barbara Klein-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and the others after the primary all endorsed me. So-- 

PARKER:

So what was the strategy to overcome, only having 2 percent name recognition? 

BERNSON:



The strategy was to get out there and meet people and talk to them, talk to them about the issues, and 
there's only one way to do it and that's to get your walking shoes on and start knocking on doors. And 
we had a precinct operation, fantastic precinct operation, volunteers, all volunteers, and we covered 
every precinct in the district. Either I walked it or one of the volunteers did. I walked, personally 
walked fifty precincts out of 120-some precincts. And in the runoff election, I even walked my 
opponent's, Barbara Klein's precinct twice and I carried it. So--but anyway-- 

PARKER:

Who were some of the people who endorsed you? I think I read that I guess he would have just 
resigned as the police chief, Ed Davis was one of the endorsers? 

BERNSON:

That was later on. Ed Davis--no, yeah, Ed Davis did endorse me. Long story. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

0:14:28.6

BERNSON:

He did endorse me. He told me, he said--and I'll tell you the part, the follow-up to that story. When I 
went to him and asked him--and I had been a big supporter of his when he ran for the Senate, U.S. 
Senate, and all that type of stuff, and I was a big supporter of his. And he said, "Well, Hal, if you 
make it past the primary, I'll endorse you in the general." I said, "Fine. That's fair. Thank you, Ed." 
And then there was my friend Bob Cline, who I got elected--I helped him get elected to his first 
office, which was the community school board, college board, you know. And also when he ran for 
the Assembly, I was on his finance--we raised money, we endorsed him, we worked for him. I went to 
Bob Cline and I said, "Bob," I said, "I'd like your--." I tried to get him to run, by the way, before I got 
pushed into it. I tried to get him to run, and I went to him and I said, "Bob, I decided I'm going to run 
for the seat, and I would like your endorsement." And he said, "Well, Hal," he says, "I can't do that 
right now." I says, "Why not, Bob?" I figured if anybody would feel obligated to endorse me, it'd be 



him. I said, "Why not?" And he said, "Well, my best friend might run." And later on, Ed and Bob 
Cline ran against each other for the State Senate seat, and they both came to me and wanted me to 
support them. I was in office already and pretty popular by that time. And Ed came to me in the 
beginning, in the primary, because they were both Republicans, you know, and Ed said, "Hal, I'd like 
your endorsement." And I said "Well, Ed," I says, "I can't endorse you now," I said, "but if you get 
into the runoff, you have my endorsement." He says, "I endorsed you." I said, "Yeah, in the runoff. 
Remember?" 

He says, "Yeah, I remember." But we became--he never forgave me for that, and we became on the 
outs. And Bob Cline came to me and he said, "Hal, I'd like your endorsement." I said, "Well, I can't 
do that right now, Bob." He said, "Why not?" I said, "Well, my best friend might run." He said, "Oh--
." I won't tell you what he said. But he realized what he had done. So I stayed out of it in the primary, 
and I endorsed Ed in the general election, even though he didn't come to me and ask me for it, but I 
endorsed him because I said I would, after the primary. And Bob lost a very narrow, very close race, 
and actually I would have really preferred Bob over Ed Davis, because he was a--anyway, he came to 
me afterwards. We had an event at my temple when he showed up for the Men's Club Breakfast 
which we used to have, I think once a month or something like that. He was a speaker, and he told 
me, he says, "You know, Hal," he says, "I made a terrible mistake. I should have endorsed you. I 
owed it to you, and I should have endorsed you, and I know now that if I had, you'd have endorsed me 
and I would have won." And he would've, you know. But anyway, that's water under the bridge. I 
forgot all about that kind of stuff till you mentioned it. 

PARKER:

You also mentioned or you were showing me a letter from Ronald Reagan offering his support in the 
1979 race? 

BERNSON:

Well, it's a--I forget where we were. I think there was a convention in the desert at Palm Springs, and 
Maureen Reagan, his daughter, showed up with Barbara Klein, with my opponent, and I didn't think 
too much about it. But somehow--and don't ask me how, and I don't know how, and if I did, I 
probably wouldn't tell you--we got hold of a copy of their mail piece that she was going to send out. It 
was a postcard, and on the headline it said "Reagan Endorses Klein." Okay? And it shows a picture of 
three men and two women, and it's so small you can't even make out who they are, you know, very 
fuzzy, and it goes on to say that she's being supported by Reagan and by so forth. We got a hold of it, 
that piece, before it went out, I think the day before it went out, and that night there was an event for 
Mike Antonovich, who was also a friend, and he was running for lieutenant governor at the time, and 
there was an event for him over in Beverly Hills at the hotel on Wilshire Boulevard, not the Hilton, 
but the other one. And we went to this event. We were going anyway, myself and Mike and Paula 
Boland, who was another community activist who later ran for the Assembly and won. And Reagan 



was the keynote speaker that night. He was out of office. He wasn't governor. He had lost his bid for 
the first presidential thing. And took the postcard over to him and showed it to him, and he got very 
upset. He said, "Hal, have one of your people at my office tomorrow morning at 9:00 o'clock and I'll 
have a letter for you." That's the letter right there. That's the original. And we prepared it, ran it that 
day. We had gum labels made for the precinct, and all the registered voters, the high-propensity voters 
that vote in city elections, and it was in the mail that night, the next night, was in the mail, and it hit 
the same day as her postcard. And you know what that says. You read it. 

PARKER:

Could you just say for the tape what Reagan's letter says? 

BERNSON:

Well, he said, "Hal, you know it's my position that I don't endorse in local nonpartisan races." 
Because city races are nonpartisan. He says, "But it has come to my attention that your opponent, 
Barbara Klein, claims to have my endorsement. Nothing could be further from the truth." And it went 
on. "In fact, if I were to endorse you, you'd have my endorsement." You know? 

PARKER:

So it was basically an endorsement? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, basically it was an endorsement. And I think that's what really probably turned the--it was in 
the primary, by the way. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Still in the primary. And the windup of it was that she who had three and a half years to run like the 
incumbent and raise money and hire, you know, had a ton of money, she got 31.1 percent of the vote, 
of the seventeen candidates, I got 29.9 percent, so I was within less than 2 percentage points, and after 
that, it was just, you know, it was all over. We kept working, we kept walking precincts, and getting 
our mail pieces out, and as we raised whatever money we could raise, and we wound up getting about 
67 percent of the vote in the runoff, so my group of friends and supporters did a good job. 

PARKER:

Do you think having the school busing issues around the school board on the ballot helped drive 
turnout? 

BERNSON:

No question about it. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

No question about that that was a help. No question about the fact that the Jarvis people, and the 
people who supported Prop 13 and voted for it, and I don't think most of them knew that I had given 



Howard the suggestion to make it a two-thirds vote of the voters to qualify, but it didn't matter. We 
won, and that was what counts, you know. I only had one tough race after that, and that was in 1991. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And the issue was Porter Ranch. The opponents tried to make it sound like it was a project, which, in 
fact, it wasn't a project at all, it was a specific plan for the next thirty, forty years, whatever is built 
there, and it provided for all the things that you need to do as you're developing, but that isn't how 
they portrayed it, and the Times didn't like me very much, so, they went with it. But anyway, I got 
forced into a runoff, and we pulled it out, but not by an awful lot of votes. I think we won by 339 
votes or something like that in the runoff. 

PARKER:

Yeah, I want to--I definitely want to get to that race, obviously, and the issue of Porter Ranch, but 
before we move on, I was also curious, it sounded like maybe you'd had a prior relationship with 
Reagan, or you'd at least met him before? 

BERNSON:

With Reagan? I knew him. Sure. I'd met him from local--he was a local person. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

I was a local individual, even though I wasn't in office all the time in those days, but I was very active 
politically behind the scenes, helping candidates get elected and raising money for various people and 
so forth, you know, in those groups, because I wanted to see us have good representatives. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I always swore I'd never run, you know. People would come to me, "When are you going to 
run?" "Never," you know. But anyway, that's-- 

PARKER:

Do you remember specifically when you would have met him or around what kinds of issues? 

0:26:25.5

BERNSON:

I don't remember, but it could have been the first time he ran for president, but he knew who I was. I 
knew him. I think I had met him before that. But I had a store in the mall in Northridge, it was a t-shirt 
store, but it was before--I think it was even before it became a t-shirt store. Originally we opened as a 
jeans store, with jeans and stuff that you wore with jeans and stuff like that. And I recall a good friend 
of mine, still a good friend, although he lives up in Ventura, Jerry Nordskog, and Jerry was active and 
he was friendly with Reagan. I don't remember how I met him, but I met him through different things. 
You know, he was governor before that and he came to local events and stuff like that, so I think I 
met him then, but I don't remember specifically what. But anyway, he called me that one morning and 
he says, "Hal," he says, "Reagan's coming in. He's landing at Burbank today and he's going to make 



his announcement that he's running for president." That was the first time. And he said, "I'm going to 
the airport to meet him with a group of people. We want to have as many people--you want to come?" 
I says, "Well, I'd like to, Jerry, but I can't." I opened the store that morning, normally alone, you 
know, and I had help come in afterwards. I said, "I don't have anybody coming in till about 11:00 
o'clock or so." He says, "Well, that's okay. I'll pick you up then." We had some casual suits. This was 
a heavy woolen thing, and the manufacturer was Robert Louis. It was like a plaid. I called it a horse 
blanket, you know, it looked like. But it sold, you know. And it was pants and jacket. Anyway, so 
after the meeting there--and I went in his car, and he says, "Well, Hal," he says, "there's a cocktail 
party for Ron over at the Universal Sheraton Hotel over at Studio City." He says, "I'm going to run 
over there." He says, "Can you come?" I says, "Well, what choice do I have? You know, I'm in your 
car." I said, "I don't want to go. I'd appreciate if I could be dropped off or something or put me close 
to a bus line or something." 

And he took me over there, and everybody was in business suits or tuxedos, the women were in 
cocktail dresses, and here I am with this horse blanket. Well, Reagan came over to me during the 
course of the night, and he said, "You know," he says, "I really love your outfit." He says, "I've got a 
jacket just like that," he says, "and I love it." So that's the kind of guy he was. I'm sure he knew I must 
have been embarrassed being with--but anyway, those were interesting days. 

PARKER:

One more question about the '79 race, because you've talked about your different groups of support. 
Were you also getting support from your temple that you were a part of or from the Jewish 
community? 

BERNSON:

Well, I probably had the majority of the temple, but, a lot of the Jewish community vote for Jewish 
candidates, and she was a Jewish candidate and a woman. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

So she got some support, I guess, from my temple, but I think I got the majority of it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

My main group of supporters were a group of young guys called the Jaycees, and my chief deputy, 
who became my chief deputy, Greig Smith, who later became the councilman, was in this group, and 
these guys came out, their wives, their kids, they walked precincts, they really went all out for me. 
And I developed a group of other friends through this campaign that are still close friends to this day. 
In fact, one of the group that ran in the primary, I didn't know him, I just casually knew him through 
the busing--anti-busing movement, was Sandy Winger, and Sandy and Phyllis are dear friends of ours 
to this day. In fact, she was my planning deputy at city hall, and had I known Sandy at the time, I 
would have not run. I would have supported him. But I just felt like I was pushed into it and I had no 
choice, and I wanted--I just couldn't--I felt like she was the wrong person, and I didn't want her to get 
elected. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So anyway, that's-- 

PARKER:



What kind of group was the Jaycees? 

BERNSON:

Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

PARKER:

Oh, I see. Okay. 

BERNSON:

Jaycees, yeah. 

PARKER:

So that would have been like an affiliate of the Associated Chambers of Commerce? 

BERNSON:

:Yeah, they have regular groups all over the Jaycees, you know. They have the downtown group and 
Valley group and so forth. 

PARKER:



Got it. So I think I read in one article that once you got elected, you said your first priority was 
helping to get Alan Robbins' what became Proposition 1, a constitutional amendment to ban school 
busing passed statewide. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, yeah. 

PARKER:

Can you talk a little bit about that campaign? 

BERNSON:

Well, Alan--I got to know Alan through the Breakfast Forum. I was the chairman. And we didn't 
support him when he ran, but he won when he first got elected. And next meeting, lo and behold, who 
shows up sitting next to me? Alan Robbins. We became good friends through political stuff and 
everything, and he supported me, I supported him. I supported both parties. I'm a registered 
Republican, but I'm really an Independent, as I've said. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I'm a fiscal conservative and I'm a social moderate to liberal. That's what I am. That's me. And I'm not 
going to be anything different, so I've always--you know. And I still feel that way. But anyway, I got 
involved with him, and he supported me when I ran for the council, him and Bobbi Fiedler both, and 
they were both key individuals in my getting the election. They brought support. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Between Reagan and Fiedler and Robbins and the Jaycees, I somehow lucked out. Anyway, that's my 
story. 

PARKER:

So for Proposition 1, I mean, this was--which was ultimately successful and ended the school busing-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah, it ultimately ended the school busing. 

PARKER:

I've looked at some of the campaign material on both sides, which got fairly heated. The No on Prop 1 
side was saying that, you know, it was a racist attack-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 



PARKER:

--on education, that it was going to perpetuate segregation. So could you talk a little bit about sort of 
your position? 

BERNSON:

Well, obviously, that was their theory, yeah, and that was what they pressed, but actually speaking, it 
was never really about integration. It was really about forcing people to do something that was just 
not good for the kids. I mean, I've supported integration. I've been on their side on so many things in 
the past. And that one just didn't ring true, but it was what they had, and that's what they were going 
to use. And it's still used to this day. When they don't like something politically, it's racist or it's 
bigoted or, you know, and with some people maybe it is, but my old saying is, evil thinks as evil does. 
Some of the people that are the loudest screamers about those type of things are the people that violate 
it the most themselves. I won't mention any names, but some of them are very prominent in politics 
today in our community. 

PARKER:

So what was the transition like to entering city council after you were elected? 

BERNSON:

It was a little scary, to tell you the truth, because the first day, I walked in and I had been to city hall 
many times, and so forth for various things, but when you're there and you're the one, all of a sudden 
you've got everything in front of you, and you've got the voting machine, you've got all the other 
councilmembers, you've got the crowd out there. It's a little--you know, it was a little interesting, but I 
got through it, you know, first day. 

PARKER:



Did you retain some of Bob Wilkinson's staff members? 

BERNSON:

I did. I retained, I think, a few of them. One that I wanted most wound up had made a commitment to 
Ira Reiner, went to work for Ira Reiner, but one of his staff members who didn't work out started out 
as my chief deputy, but too many problems, and so I had to make a change. And Greig, who had come 
on as a staff member when I first got elected, he became my chief deputy. I couldn't have asked for a 
better one. I mean, he was really a good--and he was really a good councilman. So, couldn't be fairer 
or straighter or anything than this guy was, you know. So what else would you like to know? 

PARKER:

What was your relationship like with the other councilmembers when you first entered? 

BERNSON:

To start with, I got along with everybody, but a couple of them had actually physically had sent staff 
members to work in her campaign-- 

PARKER:

In Barbara Klein's campaign? 

BERNSON:

--on city time. I won't mention names, okay, but there were a couple, and also the mayor-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--had people there. Anyway, the only thing I ever had--I got along beautifully with everybody. The 
only time I had any problem was just for a short, very short time with Dave Cunningham, who was 
pretty much of a racist himself, but a nice guy ultimately, and we knew his wife. His wife had been 
the daughter of our dog groomer in Granada Hills for many years, so we knew Sylvia. In fact, we 
went to Dave's funeral fairly recently and saw her. But anyway, Dave, I voted against something that 
he wanted, and he rushed over to me. He was always ready to fight and stuff like that, you know. Him 
and Art Snyder used to get into it all the time. And he said, "(demonstrates)." And I looked at him and 
I said--I'm not going to use the exact language, okay? He rushed on me, said, "(demonstrates)." I said, 
"Dave," I says, "you know what your problem is?" He says, "What's that? What's my problem?" I 
says, "You got no F'ing rhythm." You can imagine, coming out with a whole--"You got no rhythm," 
and he fell on the floor laughing. And we were friends after that point. So you just got to get--and Gil 
Lindsay, who didn't like me to start with because of my opposition to--he represented the district of 
the downtown redevelopment plan, but Gil and I became good friends. I got along with everybody on 
the council. You had to in those days to get by, because you needed their support. In those days, it 
was kind of like a little junior kingdom. There were fifteen little districts and fifteen little kingdoms, 
and basically they detoured to what the councilman of the district wanted on issues, provided they 
were not out of line. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that's the way it was. So-- 



PARKER:

What about your relationship with Bradley when you first entered? Because I know that you'd 
supported Robbins, you know, against Bradley-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

--in '77. What was that relationship like in the early years? 

BERNSON:

It started out kind of chilly, and we wound up getting along. It was never what you'd call the warmest 
of relationships. I really took him on hard over the issue with the housing on Bryant-Vanalden. When 
I got elected, that area there was called and the rest of the city referred to that area as "the drugstore." 
And if you went in and checked each one of the apartments, they would have two or three 
refrigerators in there, one for each family that was living there. The beds in the bedroom were 
mattresses on the floor, and you could have as many as two, three, four families in one of those 
places, in a one-bedroom apartment. And there was heavy drug traffic going on in there. Anyway, I 
determined to clean it up, and we ultimately did, but Bradley got upset because the fact that what I 
was doing, he didn't like it, it was "racism," you know. 

PARKER:

Because it was predominantly Latino? 



BERNSON:

Predominantly Latino, right. Not all, but predominantly Latino. But I was a "racist" because I was 
trying to clean that up. And he called a meeting in the Valley at the Wilkinson Center, the senior 
center, and, anyway, I heard about it and I wasn't invited. It's my district. So I got a hold of all our 
folks and I said to them--I sent out a mail piece. I said, "The mayor is having a meeting in our district 
over trying to save Bryant-Vanalden and trying to keep us from cleaning it up." I says, "He's invited a 
lot of people. I don't know who they are." I said, "I imagine a lot of them don't even live in the 
district." I said, "But he neglected to invite the councilman," I says, "so I'm inviting myself and I'm 
inviting you to join me." And we filled that place up, I mean just filled it up. And he got up on the 
stage and he started talking and doing his thing, and I walked right up and challenged him on it, right 
in front of all those people, and I don't think he ever forgave me for that, but we basically almost ran 
him out of there. And it was then I think for the first time that he learned to respect me. I don't think 
he had any respect whatsoever for me before that. But all in all, I thought Tom was a good mayor, and 
he had been a police officer before, a lieutenant, and he defeated Yorty, who was a little bit of a--he 
was a good mayor, but he was a little bit of a clown, later became a talk show--no, it wasn't a talk 
show. It was a show, but it wasn't a talk show, on Channel 5. And that was the story. So that was my 
association with Tom Bradley, but later we worked together, and when I wanted anything, if I had 
something that I thought needed his support, I'd make an appointment, go and see him in his office 
and we'd talk about it, and he invariably would wind up supporting it. So-- 

PARKER:

So one of the big issues right when you entered would have involved both the city council and 
Bradley, was trying to figure out how to deal with budget cutbacks because of Prop 13. So could you 
talk a little bit about that, how you wanted to see those carried out, where you thought things could be 
cut, what you wanted to retain? 

BERNSON:

Well, one of your former congresswomen, Janice Hahn, still to this day, she used to--the floor of 
Congress, used to get up and say, "We should do what Hal Bernson professed to doing on the council, 
the city." And my idea was not to take 10 percent and cut it off every department, which is what he 
did-- 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--okay? And what the city did, because ultimately the council prepares the budget, then the mayor 
gets it and does what he wants with it. I proposed a zero-based budget. You know what a zero-based 
budget is? 

PARKER:

Talk about it, yeah. 

BERNSON:

Okay. A zero-based budget is you take all your departments, you prioritize all the things that need to 
be done, okay, and you fund them fully, and when you run out of money, that's it. You funded the 
things that are most important and you funded them to the point where they can do the job. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

We never adopted that plan, by the way. Just another one of my wild dreams. 



PARKER:

Actually, I interviewed Anton Calleia, and he also talked about zero-based budgeting. 

BERNSON:

Who was that? 

PARKER:

Anton Calleia. He was in Bradley's administration, one of his deputies. Anyway, he had talked-- 

BERNSON:

He talked about it, but they never did anything about it. 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

It was a straight 10 percent cut the first year. But I will say this. In all the years that I was there, we 
balanced the budget every single year. 



PARKER:

Well, it was required by the city charter. 

BERNSON:

Well, it's required, but they don't do it today. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Okay? And thanks to Zev, Zev was an outstanding finance chair, a very good councilman. We didn't 
always see eye-to-eye on development and stuff like that, but he was fair, except when he got pressure 
from his constituents, but he was a very, very good councilman. We worked together on a lot of 
issues. We did the AFIS system of fingerprinting. Zev and I got that for the city of Los Angeles. We 
did the shake roof--we outlawed the shake shingles, roofs, flammable ones, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we did that together and a number of other stuff through the years. 



PARKER:

One of the--I think it was the summer of 1978, so after Prop 13 had passed but before you were in 
council, you wrote an Op-Ed for the L.A. Times. 

BERNSON:

For the L.A. Times? 

PARKER:

Yeah, called "Political Powder Keg." 

BERNSON:

I don't remember it. 

PARKER:

Where you said--you were criticizing proposed cuts that Bradley had said were going to be necessary 
to police and fire-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 



PARKER:

--and said, "Why are we cutting those? Let's stop spending billions on the Olympic games, the 
downtown people mover, and redevelopment." And then you also suggested that the staff of the city 
council and Mayor Bradley could be cut back as well. So I was curious, once you came on to the 
council and then were involved in these decisions about those various issues, did your perspective 
change at all or-- 

BERNSON:

Your perspective always changes when you're the one that's there. It's great to look out on the outside 
and look at what's going on, but it's not quite so easy to take care of those things when you're the one 
that has to do it, and I don't care what office you're in or whatever, you know, you can make all kinds 
of promises, whether you're president or whether you're a councilman, you know, but as a friend of 
mine used to say, who was involved in CIVICC, he was a union leader, he was the head of the 
autoworkers here in Van Nuys when they had the big plant on Van Nuys Boulevard-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--he used to say, "Talk is cheap, but whiskey costs money." 

PARKER:

So let's talk, I guess, about a couple of those issues. 



BERNSON:

Okay. 

PARKER:

I mean, one of the--in terms of having department cutbacks, you said that you were opposed to these 
across the board, you know, 10 percent department cuts. Did you feel that public employment or sort 
of city government employment could be cut back? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I did, uh-huh, sure. 

PARKER:

Prevailing also at that time, another issue that was coming up was prevailing wages for public 
employees, kind of rolling back pension payments, trying to cut salary costs. 

BERNSON:

Well, you can't roll back pensions once they're--you know, on new hires, you can, and we did that 
with the police and we did it with some of the city people. 

PARKER:

Exactly. 



BERNSON:

Once--like a contract, when somebody goes to work for the city and the pension plan is in place and 
they pay into it, you know, everything thinks it's just provided. It isn't. You pay into it also. And I 
think the city matches a small portion of what you pay in. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, but I thought that they were, you know--it was overstaffing in a lot of areas. There were 
a lot of departments that were not as important as Public Safety, for example. 

PARKER:

What were some of those that you thought could have been-- 

BERNSON:

You know, I can't off the top of my head this minute remember all of them, but we had various 
departments that possibly we didn't even need. I'll give you an example, one of the things. The city 
was facing a 50-million-dollar shortfall in the budget. We later worked it out, but I went to Tom 
Bradley and I said, "Tom, I've got a plan. We can solve this and still have money left over." He says, 
"How you going to do that?" I said, "Well, right now we've got a department that's, in my view, 
overstaffed, overpaid, and it costs us too much to run. We're just getting into a recycling program 
that's going to cost us a fortune." I says, "What I would do is I would privatize the Sanitation 
Department." He says, "What about all the--?" I says, "Wait." I said, "We make them the 
entrepreneurs. We could let them be the owners of--the union bosses and all that there, they would run 



the company and we would contract with them and let them do it, let them establish their own pension 
program and their paid grades and all that kind of stuff." He says, "Nah, it'd never work." So that was 
it, you know. But it would have saved the city probably--the recycling portion of it would have saved 
the city close to $100 million a year, just that portion of it. 

PARKER:

To privatize it? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, to privatize it, let them worry about-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--recycling. 

PARKER:

And that was something that the county of L.A. was beginning to do at that time period, I think. 

BERNSON:



They were doing some of it, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And the city started after I left office. They privatized some of the stuff. I'm going to turn away from 
your microphone and put this thing on. 

PARKER:

So what about the Olympics? 

BERNSON:

Well, the Olympics, as it turned out, I was in favor of having the Olympics here, and we had a very, 
very good organization, Peter Ueberroth and what's-his-name, the other guy that worked with him. I 
can't remember his name. 

PARKER:

Barry Sanders 



BERNSON:

Huh? No. His wife later became the head of the Planning Commission for the City of Los Angeles. I 
can't remember her name. She was a charmer. Boy, was she. But anyway, I think they did a great job. 
The only thing we disagreed on, only one thing, and that was on the interior security, and ultimately, 
after I talked to John Ferraro, who was the president of the council and my best friend on the council, 
John Ferraro, we were very good friends, and I said, "John, you know, it's a powder keg. All we need 
is one situation that it'll cost the city a fortune, you know." And he agreed. So we wound up forcing 
them to allow the LAPD to be in charge of the interior security as well, and we had no incidents 
inside, none. So I felt pretty good about that, but I also think, although Peter Ueberroth probably hates 
me to this day, I think that we did the right thing, and we wound up making money with it, so, you 
know, and we got a lot of new facilities that we didn't have before, the bike (unclear) in the Valley-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. (unclear) 

BERNSON:

And the (unclear) thing and so forth, those were all products of the Olympics. 

PARKER:

There had been some backlash from Valley residents in the lead-up to the Olympics about building 
some of those facilities in the Valley. Do you remember having to deal with that? 

BERNSON:

I don't remember any serious stuff. I was just happy to see the Valley get something for a change. 
There's always opposition. Anytime you want to do anything, you're going to have opposition. You're 
going to do a housing tract, as bad as we need housing in this city, there's always a group of neighbors 
that are opposed to it because they got theirs and they don't want anybody else, you know. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

We still have it today. And you've got to just weigh things. You've got to be like being a judge. 
You've got the weighs the pros and cons of it. But there's always opposition, I don't care what you do. 
You could want to--I won't try to give an example, but-- 

PARKER:

Well, one other area of opposition that I saw in--I think it was also 1979 or maybe 1980, there was a 
measure in city council to put a moratorium on building along Ventura Boulevard that I think you 
were one of the--maybe the Valley council vote against that moratorium. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, sure. 

PARKER:

Could you talk about sort of your position on that? 

BERNSON:



Well, I thought it was appropriate that--it was, after all, the Valley's main street, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

It was equivalent to Wilshire Boulevard, or Figueroa, one of those streets, and people that owned the 
property had a right to develop it in accordance with what the community plans were, what it allowed, 
and I thought it was wrong to try to stop it. Now, there are cases where you would only allow it to go 
up to a certain height, so you wouldn't block views of the people up above and things of that nature, 
and issues with traffic and parking and so forth, but those had to be addressed and they were, you 
know. But to stop it altogether, I thought that was absolutely wrong. 

PARKER:

And you had had previous experience--I think you'd been on a commission on zoning as, you know, a 
Valley businessman and with the chambers of commerce. 

BERNSON:

I was involved with stuff like that, sure. I was involved with the chambers of commerce before I was 
elected. 

PARKER:

So what was your sort of vision for how the Valley would develop? 



BERNSON:

Well, I never thought it would develop this quickly, this fast, to be honest with you, but it is what it is. 
It's economics and need create the things that happen. If there's a great need for business office space, 
it gets built. If there's a need for housing, it gets built. And hopefully it gets built the right way, you 
know. I was chair of the Planning Committee for most of my time on the council, and we tried to do 
that. The only problem we had, when I got elected, the city had thirty-five different planning areas, 
thirty-five, around the city. The newest one was about twenty-five years old and some of them were 
thirty-five, forty years old. Well, before I left office, we had redone all of these districts with the 
residents of the districts, and all these things, you see these Neighborhood Councils today, I think I 
was the guilty party that started that, but they weren't like they are today. They were advisory 
committees. They were citizen advisory committees, and they were appointed, and I appointed them 
to try to get a good mixture of, you know, not everybody wanted one thing and try to force it through 
that way. That was not the way I felt things should be done, but you got people who were on one side, 
people on the other side, homeowners, developers, citizens who were businesspeople and so forth, and 
we started doing things that way. We established the first-- 

PARKER:

Those were in your council district? 

BERNSON:

In my council district, but-- 

PARKER:

Advisory committees that you-- 

BERNSON:



--we also tried to use people from outside areas while we were doing these other community plans, to 
give their input. Want to turn that off for just a second? (recorder turned off) 

BERNSON:

The city had thirty-five separate planning districts, each one for a regular area, and I think I had said 
this earlier, but I think the newest one was about twenty-five years old and some were much older. 
We redid all those planning districts, and ultimately the city didn't have a master plan, a general 
master plan, so we did one of those, and those were all things that were within my, shall we say, realm 
at the time. 

PARKER:

Because you were on the Planning--you served on the Planning Committee of the council? 

BERNSON:

I was chairman for most of the years that I was on there. I voted against the last president--no, not 
against the last president, but one of the presidents, and I was taken off the chairmanship, but they 
couldn't take me off the committee because they didn't have anybody else that knew what the hell was 
going on. 

PARKER:

So did you have any ongoing involvement with downtown redevelopment? 

BERNSON:



Only as it crossed the city, you know, the city council's things. Basically what it was, it was a separate 
group that ran it. 

PARKER:

The redevelopment agency? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, the redevelopment agency. And the thing that I didn't like and that they did was they took all of 
the new buildings up on Figueroa that had been built that were not part of the redevelopment, not 
really, they weren't part of the area that-- (recorder turned off) 

PARKER:

Buildings on Figueroa. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, you know, and they were going to--the way redevelopment works, they take the tax base, and 
any increase in the values, when the tax base goes up, the difference between where it was frozen at 
and the new area goes into the redevelopment fund. And by capturing all those buildings up there, 
which rightfully belonged to the city and county, the tax base from there, they were really taking it 
away from other parts of the city, and that's what I objected to. But they outvoted me, so, you know. 
And you did read the minority report. You noticed the part about turning the upper stories into 
residential? 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

You know how many years ago that was? That was in about 1975, I guess. Yeah. Today, big thing. 
Anyway, the old story is, too soon smart--what it is? Too soon--oh, too late smart, too soon old. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

One of the other issues at that time that I wanted to ask you about was rent control, because after Prop 
13 passed, there had been the sort of expectation that landowners, apartment building owners, might 
pass along those property tax savings to their tenants, and when that sort of, by and large, didn't 
happen, there was a lot of momentum behind passing a more strict rent control policy. So I wondered 
if you could talk about your position on rent control. 

BERNSON:

It was a question of affordable housing-- 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and my feeling has always been that when you put a ceiling on something, you're stopping the 
growth of it to its full extent, and that's exactly what happened. Today we have a tremendous housing 
shortage in Los Angeles, and it didn't just start today. I mean, it started back with rent control. The 
only construction that was really taking place was those areas where it was above rent control because 
of the price range. But if you want to create a shortage of anything, just restrict it, restrict the growth 
of it and put limitations on it, and every time you'll have the same effect. But, you know, some of 
these people on the city council had never been in business. There ought to be a requirement that 
people who serve in any kind of office would be in business first, to learn what the economics of 
survival area and paying for things. I think most of them have no conception of it, to be honest with 
you. 

PARKER:

And so what did you want to see done to address the affordable housing problem? 

BERNSON:

I was opposed to rent controls. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



I was opposed--I supported more housing growth in the affordable ranges, and we even gave bonuses 
to people in certain areas where the housing was needed the most. If the plan allowed for a certain 
number of homes, we gave them a bonus, and sometimes the bonuses required, even though they were 
in a more expensive area, its units were not covered, that a portion of it would be designated as low-
cost housing. We also looked to transportation centers in areas where there was public transportation, 
and we wanted to concentrate the development of affordable housing in those areas, because people 
that use transportation usually can't afford automobiles, and even the ones that can afford them, we 
wanted to get some of them out of their cars and using public transportation. That was my second area 
outside of planning that I was very involved in. In fact, I served on both the MTA as a member and 
also as chairman on the board, and I was one of the founding board members of Metrolink and later 
chairman of it, so part of the plans we had were to try to coordinate, and they're still trying to do that. 
I don't know how successfully they're doing it, but they're trying to do it. Those are the ways that we 
felt that the housing situation should be addressed. There were areas, certain areas where I did support 
certain types of restrictions. For example, most of the people living in these mobile home parks, 
which most of them were in my district at the time, or a lot of them-- 

PARKER:

In what areas? 

BERNSON:

Well, in the areas around Northridge, Granada Hills, Mission Hills, even Chatsworth, and what we 
had, we had these people who owned these properties and leased them to these mobile home owners. 
Well, in most cases, the only thing in the world these seniors had was their home, and these owners 
would either boost the rents up to the extent where they couldn't afford to have their home there 
anymore or they would evict them to develop the property, some kind of housing or commercial or 
whatever. And there was no place these people had to go with these things. I mean, if you evicted 
them from there, you were taking their home, really what it amounted to, because the homes had no 
value unless there was a place to--you know. So I initiated a restriction against disrupting these 
people. 

PARKER:

Specifically for mobile homes? 



BERNSON:

Yeah, mobile homes, strictly mobile homes. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And had a couple good friends who were supporters who were mobile home owners, but they didn't 
like it and they told me about it, and I told them, "Well, look, you know--." I won't mention names. I 
said, "Look, you're not one of the guys that are doing this. If you were, it's a different story. It isn't 
going to affect you at all. It's some guy that bought the property and now wants to develop it," and so 
forth. The council did adopt it, and it saved a lot of these people's homes, mainly seniors with limited 
income, retirement and stuff like that, folks like me. 

PARKER:

One of the other initiatives that you started, I think pretty shortly after being elected, was the 
earthquake preparedness campaigns. Could you talk about those? 

BERNSON:

That's a long story. 

PARKER:



(laughs) 

BERNSON:

I've always had an interest in earthquakes, starting when I was a kid. 

PARKER:

Because you experienced that Long Beach earthquake or-- 

BERNSON:

Well, I experienced the Long Beach earthquake. I was in a high chair when it hit. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

But I remember it like today. I remember sleeping in the yard, sleeping in the car, you know. I 
remember my mother running to the door, you know. And then I was in business in Bakersfield when 
the 1954 earthquake hit up there. They called it the Tehachapi Earthquake, but Tehachapi was a wide 
spot in the road. The real damage was in Bakersfield. The whole downtown area was wiped out. 



PARKER:

And was your store? 

BERNSON:

It was damaged, yeah. Ultimately the building had to be torn down, and I came back to Los Angeles. I 
didn't realize it did me a favor. Otherwise, I might've got stuck in Bakersfield for the rest of my life. 
But anyway, that was my initial interest, and when I came on the council, I realized the type of 
buildings that were destroyed in quakes like Bakersfield and others were these unreinforced brick and 
masonry buildings, so I sat down with our building and safety people, engineers, you know, and said, 
"What would happen if we had a 7-point or 7-point-plus earthquake in Los Angeles? What would 
happen to these buildings?" And the unanimous thing was that they'd come down, because the mortar 
between the bricks deteriorates and there's nothing to hold them together. The walls are separate. So 
in conjunction with some of my friends in the Engineering Department--one of the guys was Earl 
Schwartz. I remember him very well. He helped a lot. Another guy that did, I can't remember his 
name. But we devised a plan. The plan was to get as much protection immediately as we could and 
then stretch the balance of it out over a period of years to be done based upon occupancy. So what we 
did is we required that the foundations be secured, because most of them were not on secured 
foundations as well. They were just on mud (unclear) foundations. They'd just slide right off in an 
earthquake. And so the proposal was if you did the first work, which was fairly easy in the first year, 
fairly inexpensive, to secure the foundations and to bind the walls together, in other words, tie the 
corners of the buildings, the four corners together so they wouldn't separate, and that could be done 
relatively inexpensively and it could be done quickly, and there were over 8,000 of those buildings at 
the time in Los Angeles. And we got it passed, in spite of--you know who opposed it? Howard Jarvis 
people. Apartment House Owners Association opposed me on that. 

PARKER:

Because they would have to foot the cost for the repairs? 

1:12:05.6

BERNSON:

Yeah, they were going to have to take care of the buildings. I mean, they looked at it from a money 
point of view, and I looked at it from the point of view of human lives. And also I looked at it from an 
economic point of view. One of the Assembly friends of mine--I can't remember his name--Rosenthal, 
Hersch Rosenthal from Encino area, North Hollywood, Encino area, and he carried a bill for me 
through the State Assembly that provided for certain benefits for lenders who made money available 



for these things. Got it passed. We got it passed through the council only because--it probably never 
would have got passed except they overplayed their hand. They sent out a notice and put them on all 
the doors of all these apartment buildings, the Apartment House Owners Associations, my buddy 
Howard Jarvis. Said "Eviction Notice" is what it said on there. "In order to avoid being evicted from 
your apartment, be at the city council" such-and-such date when it was going to come before the full 
council, "and oppose it." And they did. They came down, and the place was packed. 

Anyway, when I showed it to some of the councilmembers, including Gil Lindsay, who previously 
had been opposed to it, Gil was so mad when he saw that, he says, "Hal," says, "I'm going to support 
you on this." 

PARKER:

Why had he previously been opposed? 

BERNSON:

Because his constituents, the Apartment Owners, were basically his constituents and his--you know-- 

PARKER:

Because a lot of the buildings downtown-- 

BERNSON:

--put pressure on him. Sure. Gil was quite a character. I'll go into a couple of things later. Anyway, it 
passed, okay? And all I can remember about it after that--oh, we spaced it over a period. If you were 
in the high-priority cut, priority, after the year after you--if you did the extension of the walls and so 
forth and the wall anchors, you were given a four-year extension to do the rest of the work. If you 
were in the next highest category, you were given seven years, and if you were in the lowest category, 
you were given eleven years to complete it, and that way it spaced it out over a period of time, and it 
helped. Lo and behold, when the Northridge earthquake struck--and it really was a--I don't know if 
you were here at the time, but they said it was a 6.8, but it wasn't a regular rolling quake. See, there's 
different types of quakes, and second of all, the way the intensity is--the way they determine what the 



rating is on the Richter Scale, it's not by how strong the quake is; it's by how long the fault is that it's 
on and the length of time that the shaking occurs. And that's how they determine if it's a 7 and 8 or 
whatever. Those are on rolling quakes. The Northridge quake was a thrust fault that went like this 
(demonstrates), and actually struck in Reseda, but the waves all came this way. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And it was really the Reseda quake, but it was called the Northridge quake because the major damage 
was in Granada Hills and Chatsworth. But anyway, one of the owners, after the quake was over, one 
day shows up at the council and he asked the sergeant to call me over to the rope, and he says, "Hal," 
he says, "I came here to eat a little crow. Had to thank you," he says, "because if you hadn't passed 
that thing and made us do that, I wouldn't have my buildings today." So I felt pretty good about that. 

PARKER:

I imagine. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

So am I right to say--was it 1981 that that legislation was passed to rehabilitate the buildings? 



BERNSON:

It might have been '81, might have been a little later. I don't remember, but it could have been '81. 

PARKER:

Okay. And the other thing that--I think in 1980 you established an Earthquake Awareness Week-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

--to try to raise people's-- 

1:17:36.3

BERNSON:

Yeah, we established an Earthquake Awareness Week. We got some of the people at Caltech, Lucy 
Jones and the other gal. Can't remember her name. I'll think of it in a minute. But they were very 
helpful. And Kerry Sieh, who was one of the real pioneers of digging down in the trenches and getting 
the history of quakes. They can tell by the strata. They were helpful in helping me with the awareness 
and with other stuff, and we established with our Fire Department, with our Police Department, we 
established a program, educational program, and we formed teams throughout the city of response, 
citizen response and training. We even had sessions where we did response sessions, supposed 
earthquake response, and we had people at the L.A. Airport in triage and all that kind of stuff, you 
know, which sounds ridiculous, but, you know, it was important. We started an education program for 
the schools and for the kids, and lo and behold, I had a friend of mine who was the top guy under Lew 
Wasserman at the time at Universal Studios, and I went to him and I said, "Al--." Al Dorskind was his 
name. I said, "Al, I need a figurehead that we can use to be the symbol of earthquake safety," and I 



said, "I'd like to get Snoopy." You know, Al (sic) Schultz, but Al (sic) Schultz was a hard, hard guy. 

He only thought about himself. He went after anybody that even tried to use Snoopy with anything. 

So he said, "Well, can't get him. I tried, but he's not even mildly interested." He said, "But I'll tell you 

what I'm going to do. I'm going to set up a luncheon between you and Joe Barbera, Hanna Barbera." 

So he did, and Joe and I became very good friends, and they helped tremendously. They did all kinds 

of stuff for us. They did these cells, gave us Yogi Bear-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--as a spokesperson, did all kinds of cells, educational stuff and everything. And between all these 

people, we put together a--and we developed a thing called a Shakey Quakey Van, which we gave to 

the L.A. Museum Center, Science Center, and I guess it's still there. I don't know. I haven't been there 

in many, many years. But they had a display with a van and everything else. So that was some of the 

stuff we did, and it was--you know. And I had a friend of mine who I met, had nothing to do with 

earthquake stuff, but I got him involved too. His name was Bob Lorsch. He passed away recently, last 

couple of years. And Bob was a genius. He was an advertising and idea thing. He did stuff for the 

markets, all different kind of programs. He was the first guy to put advertising in space, you know. He 

was that kind of guy. And he came down. I met him just before the Olympics, and he came down. He 

was representing Van de Kamp's Bakeries, and they did a number in front of the council with these 

singing cookies, and it was kind of a, you know, catchy tune and everything else. So I talked to him 

afterwards and I said, "Bob, do you think you could do something for us? We need a city song. We 

don't have a city song." That thing with L.A. came out afterwards, you know, the--anyway, he said, 

"Well, we'll try." So he did. We never did get anything out of it, but he became a good friend and he 

helped us a lot with the earthquake stuff. And between all these people, you know--Kate Hutton was 

the other gal. 

PARKER:

Okay. 



BERNSON:

At Caltech. 

PARKER:

Was Bradley supportive or involved? 

BERNSON:

He wasn't opposed. And I'll tell you, I did an International Earthquake Conference, the first one, at 
USC, and we needed some money to put it on, although everybody was going to pay to come, but it 
was international. We did it at â€˜SC, and I went to Tom and I said, "Tom, we want to do this thing, 
and I'd like to get $50,000 set aside in case we need it." I said, "We may not need it, but if we do, I'd 
like to know that it's there." So he agreed. And we did it. It was successful, and that's when I met my 
Italian friends Robyn was talking about. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Julian Crespi. And he was the deputy for the minister in charge of home ground, everything, which 
included disaster preparedness, and they came, he came with his minister, and I met him and we 
became friendly. In fact, we visited him on trips to Italy afterwards. In fact, the Italian government, 
among others, invited me to come there and see their system and make recommendations and so forth, 
which I did. And also the Swiss government invited me to attend an event at their Zenstrom 
(phonetic), which is the university there in Zurich. So anyway-- 



PARKER:

So did that conference become then an annual thing or-- 

BERNSON:

No, no. 

PARKER:

--it was just a one-time thing? 

BERNSON:

No, it was a one-time deal, but it was very successful. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And not only that, but we wound up making money on the thing. 

PARKER:



Oh. 

BERNSON:

The city did. So then I had a woman who worked for me by the name of Marguerite Klein, and she 
was the engine behind pushing me on a lot of this stuff, too. She was like a second mother. She was 
very political. She was from St. Louis, where my wife is from, and she had been involved with 
politics there and all that kind of stuff. But anyway, she said, "This is somewhere where you need to 
follow up on and do more." And she literally pushed me into doing some of the things I did, or 
helped, and she was a big force in this stuff. She passed away, unfortunately, several years ago, quite 
a few years ago. But anyway, so we thought about doing another one, a bigger one, so I went to Al 
Dorskind. Al was no longer there, but there was another guy that took his place. I can't remember his 
name. And I said "We'd like to do an International Earthquake Conference." They were on board 
because they did--they even did an earthquake exhibit, one of their rides at Universal was done. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

So, anyway, that's when I first met Arnold Schwarzenegger. He was the Conan--whatever the-- 

PARKER:

Conan the Barbarian? 

BERNSON:



Yeah. Anyway, so said, "Fine. We'll help you." So we used the Sheraton Universal Hotel, because it 
was right there, close, on the other side of the road, and we used their facilities for different exhibits 
we did and all the drills we did and everything. By the way, I had visited--where I got the idea for 
these earthquake conferences and these drills was in Japan, because the Japanese were so advanced 
because of the type of damage they had from earthquakes. So I did a trip to Japan for their September 
1st, which is their annual earthquake drill, and it's a nationwide drill. I mean, you wouldn't believe 
what they do. I mean, it's total, like war. And I attended that, I watched what they did and everything 
else, went back to L.A. and we did one of our own. We started doing them here. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

And a lot of their things, like the gas shutoff valve that I got through, the first one I ever saw was a 
simple little thing, had a ball with a chain on it that fit in this slot. If the quake was bad enough, it 
knocked the ball out of there and shut the gas off. Because most of the damage--a lot of people don't 
realize this--in the San Francisco earthquake, the town wasn't really destroyed by the earthquake, it 
was destroyed by the fire afterwards. So we got that passed, and, of course, now the real estate 
industry hated me because it was tied to the sale of, you know--when the property was sold, they had 
to install a shutoff valve. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And fire chief told me afterwards, he said after the quake, which was so intense in the Valley, it was 
just an unbelievable--I didn't think I was going to live. It struck at 5:00 o'clock in the morning. We 
were in bed in Granada Hills, in the bull's-eye area, which was above Rinaldi on both sides of Balboa 
Boulevard, and we lived in the western portion of that. It just really rocked everything. The college 



went down. Everybody saw the pictures of the apartment building where the first story collapsed. The 
cars were this high, the cars in the carports, but there were apartments that did the same thing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

There were sixteen people killed in that building alone. But anyway--I'm losing my train of thought. 

PARKER:

Well, you must have been thankful that you had gotten all that passed. 

BERNSON:

Oh, yeah. The fire chief told me, he said, "Hal," he says, "if--." There were a few fires afterwards, 
because, you know, even though there were a lot of shutoff valves had already been installed. He said, 
"Hal," he says, "if it wasn't for the shutoff valve ordinance," he says, "the Valley would've burned." I 
don't know if that's true or not, but that's what he thought. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

He was the fire chief. So, anyway, and he also later served on the State Seismic Safety Commission 
with me, nice guy, good fire chief. Anyway-- 

PARKER:

So I know I asked you about a number of different issues that I've read about in your first council 
term, but I wondered were there other things that were priorities for you in that first council term, so 
'79 to '83? 

BERNSON:

Probably so. Don't ask me what they were right now. But, you know, there were issues that came up 
from time to time and you dealt with them. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Of course, there were more pressing issues. There were long-range things like the earthquake stuff. I 
think one of the things was provide the city's code to allow a certain number of students in a home 
schooling group. Used to be it was limited to five students, I think, in a home, and I think that was 
increased to ten or fifteen, rather than have them participate in mandatory busing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So that was an issue that came out of the school busing? 



BERNSON:

I was also involved in a lot of historical preservation. You know what Rocky Point is? 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

Stoney Point. Excuse me. Stoney Point, Rocky Point. It's a big rock formation that goes up like a 
mountain. It's at Topanga and the 118. It's a climbers' thing. All the climbers use it and everything 
else. And we had heard--I had heard that there was a group that wanted to try to buy it and put a 
restaurant on the top of it. Well, I put a stop to that and got it declared a historical monument. The city 
took it over as a park. And we had the Chatsworth Reservoir, which used to be filled with water 
before the earthquake, but it was an earth-filled dam and it cracked, so they couldn't do it. It was 
fenced off. There was all kinds of wildlife inside and there was an ecology pond, like a pool in there, 
lake, small lake. And Bradley wanted to put housing in there. He wanted to put low-cost housing in 
there, and we went to war over that. I won, and we got that declared as a historical monument, both 
state and federal as well as city. DWP now has it and they're the custodian of it, because there's 
upkeep involved with it, but they use it for tours for kids to come in and people, for environmental, 
ecological tours. There were deer and all kinds of other animals in there. And the Indians used to get 
up there on some of the little higher grounds up there and smoke their peace pipe, which was 
marijuana, you know. They wanted war with nobody after that. So that's still in effect and it's still 
there. Those were two of my projects. Bryant-Vanalden you know about. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

We discussed that. And I'm trying to think if there was anything. Obviously, getting our streets up to 
date, you know, and getting our community plans and things of that nature. But I established the first 
actual Citizens Advisory Committee, which now have the Neighborhood Councils all over the city-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--which are elected and they're useless-- 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

--because all they are is a group of people who want to oppose anything that's going to happen in their 
area. But I appointed a cross-section of people in the area. They were strictly people that lived in the 
area, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And I think we might have had a developer or two and an environmentalist or two that didn't want--
you know, in there, and they worked on various things. In fact, the Porter Ranch plan which I got so 
much heat for was actually not done by me; it was done by a Citizens Advisory Committee. When we 
did the Chatsworth plan, there was a lot of open space up here in Chatsworth, you know. All those 
hillside areas up here were wide open, and I knew they were going to get developed eventually, so all 
the people said, "Why don't we have a separate plan for Porter Ranch, because it's such a big area and 
it really doesn't directly relate to Chatsworth." 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So, "That's a good idea." We created a Porter Ranch plan. That's what it was. It was a community 
plan. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And a Citizens Advisory group did it. The only problem is that they maybe overdid it a little bit. 

PARKER:



(laughs) 

BERNSON:

The Porter Ranch shopping area was going to be ten million square feet of commercial, ten million 
square feet. You know what that is. I don't have to tell you. The original plan envisioned having a 
mall, indoor mall, about maybe a million and a half, two million square feet of commercial, two 
hotels, two office buildings, and a central area in the center that would be restaurants, single-story, 
you know, and stuff like restaurants and art stores and things of that nature and a park in the center, 
and it was not a driving zone, it was a walking area in between, and people would come there to--you 
know, and they had office, you had hotels for visitors, you had restaurants, and you had the mall, and 
you had hotels. So, anyway, unfortunately, I had to cut the plan down, and some of the people on the 
committee weren't too happy with me, but I reduced it about 50 percent. I provided for five million 
square feet of commercial in that one area, and I forget the number of homes, but it was really heavy. 
I cut it down, and all this stuff, everybody--when they ran against me, they said, "He just approved 
this project!" Well, plans are never totally built out. In fact, we had plans that were thirty, forty years 
old in the city that were maybe 50 percent, 60 percent built after all those years, you know. So Porter 
Ranch is up there today. I don't know if you visited it or not. It's not a bad--it isn't exactly the way I 
had envisioned it, to be honest with you, but, you know, economics. They couldn't get the major 
department stores. They wanted to get--what's the big one out of Seattle? Can't remember the name of 
it. They offered them free land in order to get them, and they wouldn't come. Instead, they put a store 
in Oxnard, which made no sense. But anyway, anyway, the center is--it's a nice center, you know. It's 
an outdoor center and they're building and adding another fifty acres on the other side of Porter Ranch 
Drive, which is going to be basically a lot of restaurants and stuff like that which didn't take place 
because the original plan called for the area between Rinaldi and the freeway, there's a strip of land in 
there, was all going to be restaurants, restaurant Row. So that didn't happen. So now, hopefully, we'll 
get some good restaurants in there. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

But Shapell sold. They sold out to another company. Nathan passed away. He was a real great person. 
He was a survivor of the Holocaust, came here with virtually no money, and became the most 



successful builder in the country. They acquired the land up there that had belonged to an outfit called 
Maco Development Company, owned all that land up there on the hillsides, and two other developers 
who I knew quite well actually had options to buy on it, and Maco Development Company went 
bankrupt and they were subsidiaries of Pennsylvania Railroad, and their bankruptcy actually took 
Pennsylvania Railroad down. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

And the two brothers, the Finetech brothers, picked up the land and they went to Nathan, who had 
money, and they formed a partnership to build the Porter Ranch area. So in the plan, I told the 
committee that they had to include all the necessities needed to a community, like a library, fire 
station, schools, and so forth. They had to provide for them and they had to be inside the plan, and 
they did. They were all in there. In fact, they have them today. The fire station is up there and there's a 
library up there, both on Tampa or Corbin, I guess it is, and all the improvements, the streets and all 
that stuff, had to be taken care of, sewers and--you know. And those were to be done by the 
developer, which worked out fine because it's all done, and eventually that plan, which is probably 
now about 20 percent built, because it's been started, it was approved in 1991, the plan was approved, 
construction and stuff like that didn't start till a year or two after that, so, figure '93, twenty-one years, 
about twenty years now in this plan, and it's maybe 20 percent built. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

The commercial, there might be, with the new fifty acres, there might be maybe--I think altogether 
there might be--altogether there might be a million and a half square feet of commercial. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Out of the ten million that the committee proposed, you know. 

PARKER:

And so when was that first committee proposal? Because, I mean, I know that the sort of controversy-
- 

BERNSON:

It was around that time. It was the time we were doing the community plans, you know. 

PARKER:

Because I think the sort of controversy around Porter Ranch didn't really start up until-- 

BERNSON:

It was political. 



PARKER:

--'88, '89. 

BERNSON:

It was political. All the people who were the leaders of it wanted to run for office. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So, you know. 

PARKER:

Yeah. I definitely want to get back into that a little further. 

BERNSON:

Walter Prince, Julie Korenstein, who wanted to run for anything-- 



PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

--I won't get into detail on that, but she was referred to during the campaign as "Judy Cornflake." 
Okay? Not by me, but by people, you know. 

PARKER:

So in your first reelection campaign, I think it was--you didn't have that much opposition. 

BERNSON:

No, I had one guy, name was-- 

PARKER:

Sherman? 

BERNSON:

Phil Sherman or something like that, yeah. He got about 20 percent, something like that. The same 
people that--before the election in Porter Ranch in '91, when I had the runoff, a friend of mine, Larry 
Calemine, who was a friend of mine, we walked a precinct up above there, above Sesnon, where there 
are condos up there, we walked that precinct, and during the election, there was a lot of Asian people 
that bought those units up there, and we walked that precinct, and in the election we got 18 percent of 



the vote. In the last election when I ran, the last term that I ran, I got almost 90 percent of the vote up 
there, that same precinct, you know, and people who fought the thing, who were not political, now 
love it. I mean, they think Porter Ranch is the greatest thing since sliced bread. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

And it is. I mean, it has its--the biggest drawback Porter Ranch has is the wind. The wind is very bad 
up there at certain times of the year, and--you know. Other than that, that was the story of Porter 
Ranch. A man by the name of Nate Shapell, Shapell Industries, he donated the land for the YMCA up 
here. I got him to help them with the construction of it. Anything that we wanted done in the plan, he 
agreed to and did it. He was a real--there's a word for it in Yiddish, it's called mensch. 

PARKER:

(laughs) 

BERNSON:

Means a real person. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And I don't know if anybody else could have got it done like him, but he did. 

PARKER:

Okay, why don't we take a break there. (recorder turned off) 

BERNSON:

Earlier, you asked me about how I got along with councilmembers. (noise in background) That's the 
plumbing, I think. We just had a--turn it off. 

PARKER:

Just keep going. It should be okay. 

1:43:08.7

BERNSON:

Keep going? Okay. I particularly--there was some people that were teachers for me, and one of them 
was a guy who opposed me getting elected and even sent a staff member to work in Barbara Klein's 
office in my first election, Gil Lindsay, who was a really great councilman. He's responsible for the 
revision of downtown, the rebirth of the downtown area. He imparted several different things to me 
that later have become--people talk about them as more, you know. One time I opposed something 
and didn't have votes. I was just opposed to it, just on general principles. Afterwards, he said, "Hal," 
he says, "you know," he says, "I know that you don't like something like that, I mean, but it's going to 
pass anyway. You know that." He says, "Sometimes you've got to go along to get along," you know. 
And I learned a lesson from that. Unless it was really something that I really felt very strongly about, I 
let them dictate in their own district. 

And another time, one time I got very angry with something, and he came over afterwards and he 



said, "Hal," he says, "I got to give you a little advice." He says, "You know, I've been here a long 
time." He used to call himself "the Emperor of the 9th District," which was-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--downtown, "the Emperor." And they really supported him. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

All the business community, all the black community. And he said, "Hal," he says, "you get upset, 
everybody knows it," he says, "and you shouldn't do that." I said, "What should I do, Gil?" He says, 
"Well, why don't you do what I do." He says, "When somebody does something wrong to me," he 
says, "I take my rocking chair and I pull it up to the edge of my porch, and I sit down in my rocking 
chair with my baseball bat and I wait." He says, "The world is round, and what goes around comes 
around." You hear that all the time. I'm sure you've heard that. But it started with Gil Lindsay, and, 
you know--and there was one other time--well, one I can't tell you, I don't think. I could, but I 
probably-- 

SESSION THREE (7/23/2018)

PARKER:



This is Caitlin Parker. I'm here with Hal Bernson. It's July 23, 2018. So I wanted to begin--last time 
we talked about your relationships with (Ronald) Reagan and (George) Deukmejian we talked about 
in the first, and once you were on council, pretty soon they were president and governor of California. 
Were those relationships helpful to you in your time on city council? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, they were, and all of a sudden I became important to the city to go back to Washington all the 
time when we were lobbying for stuff like that because the fact that I was friendly and had a 
relationship with him and so forth. I never had a close relationship with Reagan. I mean, we knew 
each other, we were friendly and so forth. I was a supporter of his, and consequently, I became sent to 
Washington all the time by the city. So, you know-- 

PARKER:

And would that be in connection with this role that we were talking about as chair of the Grants, 
Housing and Community Development Committee? 

BERNSON:

Not so much that, but also that. Just generally, you know, transportation funds and other funds that we 
got on grants from federal government. 

PARKER:

Do you remember any particular projects? 

BERNSON:



No, I really don't. 

PARKER:

Yeah? 

BERNSON:

I don't remember any particular one. But I did more of my, shall we say, visits to Washington in 
relationship to transportation, because I served on Metrolink board. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

In fact, I was a founding member of the Metrolink board, although I was a standby the first year, but 
then after the first year, I became regular member of the board. I was appointed to the board. I don't 
remember whether it was Richard Riordan that appointed me to the board or what. But anyway, I had 
kind of a unique situation. During my last term on the council, I was chairman of the board of 
Metrolink and MTA (Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation), and I was also president of 
SCAG (Southern California Association of Governments) at the same time. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

So they were all looking for assistance from the feds, so I went to Washington fairly frequently. In 
fact, I led a couple of times groups from the L.A. Chamber. And what is the other city? Central City 
Association (of Los Angeles)? 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Although, of course, that would have been the Clinton administration by then, because I think you 
were appointed to the MTA by Riordan in maybe '97. 

BERNSON:

I realize that, yeah. Yeah, Reagan was no longer president when I was-- 

PARKER:

Yeah. 



BERNSON:

But I still, you know--I had, shall we say, speaking or nodding acquaintance with several of the 
representatives from Congress and so forth. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I was never a one-party guy. I was always independent and I spoke to everybody that I needed to 
speak to and was friendly with them. I had a very close--I won't say close. I had a very friendly 
relationship with Dianne, our senator. 

PARKER:

Feinstein? 

BERNSON:

Feinstein, yeah. As a matter of fact, I'm probably going to be voting for her in the next election. I 
endorsed her when I was on the council when she ran, and I do remember what she did. After the 
Northridge Earthquake and my district was very hard hit after, she came to my office in Northridge 
and asked me what we needed, and I told her and she delivered. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that, to me, is, you know--meant a lot, and I never forgot it and I still support her. 

PARKER:

Could you talk a little bit about your role on that committee of federal grants in the (unclear)? 

BERNSON:

It was just, you know, acting as chairman. We had all kinds of things that came before us that 
involved grants for the city. Very honestly, it was not a committee that I really wanted to be on, and I 
was very happy when I got off of it. 

PARKER:

Why didn't you want to be on it? 

BERNSON:

It just wasn't my interest. My interest was in land use, development, local things, transportation, you 
know. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Those were the things that I--building and safety because of my earthquake stuff, you know. Those 
were where my interests were. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And as far as I was concerned, the Grants Committee was just people that were looking for funds 
from the government, and that wasn't where I was coming from. 

PARKER:

So if we could talk a little bit about transportation, I know that you were initially opposed to the 
subway route from downtown to North Hollywood. Could you talk a little bit about that? 

BERNSON:

I wasn't opposed to it. I thought they should have a station at the Hollywood Bowl, and they didn't do 
it. I was unhappy about that, but I was supportive of the subway going to North Hollywood. I just 
thought they should have had a station at Hollywood Bowl because it was something, you know, that 
was used-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--by people and didn't have to use it when the Bowl wasn't on. It could have been just used during the 
season. And I imagine it would have been something that could have been--they had a large parking 
area there. They could have used it as a park-and-ride situation. But I was supportive of going to 
North Hollywood. 

PARKER:

I think what I had seen--and this was maybe 1984, 1985--was you had said that it seemed like more of 
a solution for downtown and that it wouldn't really solve the transportation issues of people in the 
West Valley. 

BERNSON:

It didn't go far enough-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



--is what I was concerned with. It didn't really do anything for my district. It didn't do anything for 
most of the Valley. It just got us entry to the Valley, period. In order for it to be, you know--to really 
serve the Valley, we either had to have some other connections to it, and ultimately we did have the 
bus lanes, you know, the (unclear) thing and so forth, which I did support that. I didn't make the trip 
to Rio de Janeiro like some of my friends did, like Zev (Yaroslavsky) did and the others, but they 
came back with that plan, and it was a good plan and it's getting use as I see it now. And I managed to 
get it connected to the north-south connection that goes to Woodland Hills, from Chatsworth, from 
the Chatsworth station to Woodland Hills, and hooks up with, you know--so anyway, those were fun 
days. 

PARKER:

So in 1985, (Tom) Bradley was running for reelection, and you were-- 

BERNSON:

What year was that? 

PARKER:

1985? 

BERNSON:

Eighty-five. Okay. 

PARKER:



I think you were the only councilmember to back John Ferraro. What was your relationship to Ferraro 
and what was your reasoning for that? 

BERNSON:

I thought John was a good friend, to start with, and I thought he was a good leader and I thought he 
would make a good mayor. Simple as that. 

PARKER:

What made you think that he would make a good mayor? 

BERNSON:

I thought what? 

PARKER:

What made you think he would be a good mayor? 

BERNSON:

I worked with him. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I was on the council with him, you know. I scarcely knew John before I was elected. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I was elected in '79. I think I had met him once or twice before that, you know, but I had a great 
respect for John Ferraro and I thought he was a very good council president. I thought he was an 
honest man who cared about the community and stuff like that, and that's the type of people that I 
looked to support. I really didn't think he was going to defeat Bradley, but I supported him because I 
liked the way he governed with the council and so forth, and I thought he would do a good job. I 
really never was convinced that he would win-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--but sometimes you have to support people where your thoughts are, and where your heart is, and I 
was never shy of doing that. So, you know. 



PARKER:

Yeah, I think that was the first time that Bradley actually won all of the districts in the Valley. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Including the 12th. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, including the 12th. Shows you how influential I was out there. 

PARKER:

Was the population of the 12th District changing at that point? I know the population of L.A. overall 
was shifting. 

BERNSON:

It was starting to change, yeah. It was starting to change, and it primarily was a Republican district 
when I got elected, and it was starting to change, but, you know, I went out on my feet. I wasn't run 



out of office or defeated. But it was getting--it was changing. It was becoming more of a Democratic 
registration, but I always did well with Democrats in my district. 

PARKER:

Was it changing in terms of racial and ethnic makeup? 

BERNSON:

It was becoming more, I would say, more Hispanic, as the whole Valley was and the whole city was. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Right now I think probably Caucasians are probably the minority in Los Angeles. I think it's probably 
about 50 percent or more Latino-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



--or Hispanic. And, of course, you've got your black community and you've got a large Asian 
community. So, you know, I don't know what the percentages are now, but in local government, that's 
important to state government and the federal government because they're looking at it politically. 
Your good councilmembers--when I got on the council, there were some really good councilmembers 
that really cared about their districts and taking care of the people in their district, and we didn't think 
in terms of Democrat, Republican, what your racial background was or things of that nature. You 
thought about the things that you needed for your district and how could you make improvements, 
and you had to work with everybody to get that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that's how it worked in those days. It wasn't obstructionism like you have today where nobody's 
going to get anything done because of all the political stuff. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I hate that. I'll tell you the truth, I hate it. I hate it in both parties. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. I mean, one area where the city council did start getting more involved in national and I 
guess even international issues was this question over making L.A. a sanctuary city. 



BERNSON:

I voted against that because I didn't think it was appropriate. 

PARKER:

Could you talk about that and your involvement in it? 

BERNSON:

Well, I just felt that making us a sanctuary city and inviting people to come here illegally was not the 
right thing to do. I mean, we have a Constitution which provides for how we have immigration, and 
that was governed by Congress. Congress, of course, could pass legislation relating to immigration, 
and we had a policy and I just felt that we should follow that policy. Not that I was opposed--I think 
particularly the Hispanic community, I don't know what we'd do without the community people that 
we have here today. The hotels would close down, the restaurants couldn't function-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--you know? And a lot of these people have become very, very good citizens, and even if they don't 
have their citizenship papers, some of them came here legally, some of them came here illegally and 
were kind of accepted under Reagan's--I forget what they called it. 



PARKER:

The amnesty? 

BERNSON:

The amnesty program, yeah, you know. But I just felt that what is happening today is basically 
inviting people to come here without going through the process. My parents came here to this country. 
I'm first-generation American. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But my parents came here legally. They obtained their citizenship as quickly as they could, as most of 
the immigrants who came to this country in those years. And to say that people that just come here 
illegally and so forth, and I am not even--I don't even believe that all these people should be deported 
who've been here, who came here illegally. I believe that people who violate the law as far as criminal 
activities, like violating--who are felons, you know-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--murder, robbery, rape, those types of things, I think those people should be deported and not 



allowed back in. The ones that came here and have families and have homes and things like that, have 
children who've grown up here and raised here, those people should be given a pathway to 
citizenship. But in order to have any kind of program that's going to work, you first have to stop the 
illegal immigration at the border now. Otherwise, forget about it. It just isn't going to work, and we're 
just going to have open borders. And there are people who would like to have those, have open 
borders, and I don't agree with that. I think we have to have borders, but we have to have a realistic 
program for immigration and we have to screen people and make sure that the people who want to 
come in are going to be law-abiding people and people who are going to benefit our country. It was 
always that way. In order to come into the country when my parents came here, they had to have 
people here who were going to be responsible for them and to sign for them, and I think that needs to 
be continued. That's all. I mean, I don't--I think what's going on now with this immigration thing is 
just political business, to be honest with you, okay? 

PARKER:

One of the arguments that I think people were making at the time, '84, '85, for sanctuary city was that 
it was providing refuge for people who were fleeing political violence or economic violence. 

BERNSON:

So much of that was untrue, you know. It really was. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So much of that, people came here--let's face it. People came here to have a better life, and I don't put 
that down. I mean, you know. But we should have a way of screening these people to make sure they 
really were coming here because they were afraid of their lives. I mean, these people were given an 
opportunity, and I think they should be given an opportunity, but I'll bet you that 90 percent of them 
are not coming here for that reason, okay? I remember when I was a small--I was a child when Hitler 
was, you know--I was a teenager, I guess, or eleven, twelve years old in the war. A boatload of Jewish 



immigrants came to New York to escape Hitler and the gas chambers. And guess what (Franklin D.) 
Roosevelt did? 

PARKER:

Turned them back? 

BERNSON:

He sent them back to die, okay? I remember that. Anyway, strangely enough, my parents, who were 
both Jewish, as am I, were big Roosevelt supporters. As I look at it now, I can't understand why, to be 
very honest with you, why the Jewish people supported him and everything after the--he was really 
anti-Semitic. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But, you know, that's the way it was. 

PARKER:

So that amnesty--or, sorry, the sanctuary resolution ended up, I think, getting walked back somewhat 
after opposition from--particularly from Howard Ezell and Ernani Bernardi. 



BERNSON:

It passed, though. 

PARKER:

It passed, but then I think they sort of rescinded it and took out the phrase "city of sanctuary." 

BERNSON:

Yeah, maybe, but I had no objection to people who were coming here to save their you know what,-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--okay? I don't want it on tape. But I thought those people really needed to be screened to make sure 
what it was. But we were accepting immigrants from other countries, not--for other reasons other than 
sanctuary, as we always did. We did have quotas, and that's about it. But I did vote against voting 
making us a sanctuary city, and I voted against giving aid to people to come here, because I felt that it 
would be abused, okay? 

PARKER:

By people who were seeking to come here-- 



BERNSON:

Yeah, for just-- 

PARKER:

--for-- 

BERNSON:

--claiming sanctuary, but really coming here just to enter the country and make a better life. I thought 
there was a way for them to go other than that, to apply for entry and citizenship. But it got so out of 
hand in the past several years, the biggest influx, illegal people coming here basically were coming 
here on supposedly to visit. What do you call the-- 

PARKER:

The visa? 

BERNSON:

The visa. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

Never went back. Big part of the Asian community did the same thing. Anyway, what else you want 
to talk about? 

PARKER:

Well, so we talked about Bryant-Vanalden a little bit last time, and I wondered if we could--you 
talked about the meeting with Bradley. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

But I wondered if we could talk a little bit about that project and what ended up happening. So I know 
initially the proposal was to do an exemption to the rent control law that would allow the 
redevelopment of that property-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I think we may have--I'm a great believer in incentives to do things, and I think we might have 
talked about doing that, but I don't think it ever got done. 

PARKER:



Right. I think that was where there was the backlash. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. But actually speaking, the place was just terrible. You've have to have been there. I couldn't 
believe it myself when I went through there. We had four and five families living in one apartment, 
with mattresses on the floors, one-bedroom apartment with wall-to-wall mattress and three or four 
refrigerators, which meant three or four families, and the filth and the infestation, and the screens 
were torn down, and they--I forget what they--they were looting the copper out of--I forget what it 
was, out of where the copper came from, but the copper was more expensive, and today they still do 
the same thing, I guess. But anyway, drugs were rampant in there. I mean, it was just--it was referred 
to outside of the rest of the city, they called it--the drug people called it "the drugstores." 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

"The drugstore." Anyway, we finally got somebody responsible, a group that New put together. What 
was her first name? Elaine? 

PARKER:

Oh, Lorraine? 

BERNSON:

Lorraine New-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--put together, and they wound up getting rid of all the bad apples, and getting responsible families in 
there, and they gated the community and they really cleaned it up and did a terrific job. She's still 
there and she's still running it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But whatever success I had there, she's very, very much responsible for it. 

PARKER:

And it's now called the Park Parthenia? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 



PARKER:

-Apartments. 

BERNSON:

I think there's only a couple buildings that are not included in the actual ownership there. I don't know 
how it is today, but-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--I know that it wasn't exactly Beverly Hills when I left, but it sure as heck was a lot better than it was 
when I came in, and it was essentially Hispanic. All this talk about it was racial and it was, you know, 
anti-, was a lot of just business. 

PARKER:

I think there was a tenants group that was organized, Padres Unidos? 

BERNSON:

Eh, there's always a-- 



PARKER:

Do you remember that? 

BERNSON:

--group that's organized. But they're just looking for political clout, that's all most of these groups are. 
They're not really looking to help things. And, you know-- 

PARKER:

And so that--ultimately the city, working with this developer, did a package. It was like a 
multimillion-dollar tax-exempt bond package to-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I think so. 

PARKER:

--redevelop it, and that was done--was that through the Community Development Department? I don't 
think the redevelopment agency was involved. 

BERNSON:

I don't think so. I don't think it was. But anyway, the main thing was it got cleaned up and it got--the 



drug thing was removed. It was single families in one apartment, and the place was kept clean, and 
that's what we were looking for. Ultimately, it was--basically I think it was about probably 90 percent 
Latino, which was fine, because they were good neighbors. They were good family people. 

PARKER:

One of the other--and this wasn't necessarily so much in your district, but one of the other issues that 
the city was dealing with in this period in the eighties was the rising homeless population. 

BERNSON:

Well, we really didn't have much of that in our district at all. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

The homeless community was basically downtown in Gil Lindsay's district. But it just kept growing 
and growing and growing. One of the proposals that I had made was for a housing--barracks-type 
housing near the tracks down along the river between the railroad station--it was vacant land in there, 
and I proposed that we build housing in there that was much like service housing, like the Army, the 
Navy, Marines. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And that the people there would be responsible for running it, and the residents, and they would take 
care of the kitchen and there would be food and there would also be a job training element related to it 
also, education for job training. And never went anywhere. Couldn't get support for it, but it was a 
good plan. 

PARKER:

For a while, there was a city campground in that location. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, I know. 

PARKER:

So where was the lack of support? 

BERNSON:

Just couldn't get the rest of the council to go for it, you know. I mean, I made the proposal. You know, 
my problem was I was twenty years ahead of time, okay? 

PARKER:



(laughs) 

BERNSON:

Or thirty years ahead of time. I was asked to chair a study by SCAG involving transportation for the 
San Fernando Valley. Well, ultimately I became chair of that because Howard Finn passed away, who 
had been the chair, originally appointed chair of it, and my proposal was to double-deck the freeways, 
double-deck the freeways and make them--not using general obligation bonds, but to use funding by 
revenue bonds such as was used in San Francisco to fund--I believe the Golden Gate Bridge was 
funded with revenue bonds, and the bridge to Berkeley. And to double-deck it by using the center 
divider, they could use the right-of-ways to--they had the right-of-way along the outside of both of the 
outside lanes, and they could bring their stanchions, support from the center divider and the outsides 
and do those and build the sections elsewhere and put them on top of the support beams when they 
were finished with the support beams. But it's in that plan that was done, the recommendation. I don't 
know if it was a minority report. Probably was a minority report. That was what was proposed, just as 
my minority report on the downtown redevelopment plan called for making residential use of the 
empty buildings along Broadway and Main Street and Spring Street, you know. I think you got a copy 
of that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So, you know, I was always thinking ahead. But anyway, they ultimately wound up doing a lot of that 
stuff. They're doing it downtown now. The Lofts are considered to be prime residential use. Well, it 
really wasn't so much intended as prime residential use at the time as residential use, affordable 
housing and so forth. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

Those office spaces didn't have to be luxury housing. They could be affordable at the time. But 
anyway, that was the extent of it. 

PARKER:

So around this time also the city council was going through a redistricting process, which I know 
reshaped a lot of the districts in the Valley. Did that affect you in your district? 

BERNSON:

Didn't affect me, but I could tell you the inside story of that. 

PARKER:

Sure. 

BERNSON:

They did a redistricting plan and they were sued because it didn't provide for another Latino district, 
and it went round and round, and they couldn't get anything done. Finally, Richard Alatorre and I 
went over to Caltech one afternoon, the two of us, and we put together a new map that satisfied all the 
things, created Gloria Molina's district, and it moved Joel Wachs. Poor Joel. Joel got moved basically 
almost out of the Valley into eastern end of the Valley, horse country and all that, and Joel was not 
happy about it, but it solved the city's problem. And I told Joel, I said, "Joel, all you got to do is get 
yourself a pickup truck and get yourself a gun rack across the back of it and get yourself a pair of 
cowboy boots, and you'll be fine." 



PARKER:

How'd he respond to that? 

BERNSON:

He laughed, and he did it, almost, not quite. But he was happy. He got reelected and so forth. So, 
anyway, Joel's very happy back in New York, I understand, and he was a nice guy. I liked Joel. I got 
along very well with Joel. But we put that plan together in about two hours, Richard and I, and it 
solved the city's problem and it was passed, and it satisfied the courts, and that's all I can tell you 
about it. 

PARKER:

You mentioned Gloria Molina then being elected to the Board of Supervisors, and I saw that there 
was, in connection to that, a lawsuit to stop the expansion of the Sunshine Canyon landfill, which I 
think the Board of Supervisors had voted on just before she came into office, and the argument was it 
shouldn't stand because they should wait to have the vote after she comes in? 

BERNSON:

I closed it, okay? 

PARKER:

Sunshine Canyon? 



BERNSON:

I got the council to support closing it. The county wanted to reopen it, and she was, I guess, elected to 
supervisor, and the only thing that stopped them was that we controlled access to it. The road that 
went in was a city street and wasn't in the county, and we stopped them from doing it. They sued us. 

PARKER:

This is Browning Ferris, the private company that owned it. 

BERNSON:

No, the county sued us. 

PARKER:

Oh, okay. 

BERNSON:

The county sued the city, and I forget, but the city knuckled under and I didn't have the votes to--I had 
eight votes--to settle the lawsuit. And that's what happened. That's how Sunshine Canyon got 
reopened. 

PARKER:

So that was located in Granada Hills? 



BERNSON:

In Granada Hills, in my district, yeah. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. And there was sort of a question at that time period about where to put Los Angeles's 
trash, essentially. 

BERNSON:

Well, it was not a good place to put it because it was very, very close to residential use. We had other 
alternatives. We had the area near the airport, where we recycled all the garbage that came in, you 
know, the-- 

PARKER:

Was that Elsmere Canyon? 

BERNSON:

No. 

PARKER:

That was one of the names. 



BERNSON:

I can't remember the name of the--I don't know if you know where sewage comes into--there's a 
facility we have near the airport, near the ocean. 

PARKER:

Oh, down by the beach, yeah. 

BERNSON:

What? 

PARKER:

Hyperion? 

BERNSON:

Yes, and I proposed that they use the area next to Hyperion for that. All that sewage comes in there 
and they have these--I don't know if you ever know what they do with it before it goes out into the 
ocean? 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 



BERNSON:

They have these live--not insects, but they're a type of life that devours all of the you know what. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And then they go put it through a process after, so that when it goes out into the ocean it's clean. 
Anyway, I proposed that we use the area there, and we also had a deal with the sludge, with Kern 
County, where we were able to take the sludge from Hyperion--what we took out of there was sludge, 
and we couldn't put it into the landfill. We sent it to Kern County, to the farm areas over there for that 
sludge, and that actually wound up being fertilizer and stuff like that for them for their farming. But it 
was a bad deal for the city and a bad deal for the 12th District to have that landfill there, and it was 
very close to homes and it was very close to all that wind that came in through the canyons, came 
across there, and it was a bad deal. I thought the city betrayed me a little bit, frankly, when they 
settled that lawsuit, because I thought we would win that lawsuit, I really did. I felt the lawsuit was 
winnable. But the city settled all their lawsuits. When I came into office, we settled every lawsuit 
against the city because we would settle for $10,000. We felt it was cheaper than going to court. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

The problem with that was that everybody knew that and everybody sued the city, so we had I don't 
know how many different lawsuits. So I got up on the council floor and I said, "If you want to stop 



these lawsuits, stop settling them. Contest them. Defeat them, and you'll stop having so many 
lawsuits. If a legitimate lawsuit comes up and you figure that we're in the right and it's going to be 
expensive, yeah, then fight it. Okay? Or if you can settle it and save the city a million dollars by doing 
it, that's grounds for settlement. But if you settle every lawsuit that comes up for $10,000, all these 
accidents and stuff like that," I said, "you're just going to have more and more people doing it." So 
they stopped settling all that stuff for a while. I don't know what they're doing now. 

PARKER:

So the city settled this lawsuit so that the dump isn't-- 

BERNSON:

Allowed it to be opened. 

PARKER:

Allowed it to be opened. 

BERNSON:

It allowed them to use that city street to get there. 

PARKER:

But then there was sort of ongoing fight about expanding the size of the-- 



BERNSON:

Yeah. I think we did stop part of the expansion of it. I don't remember how. I think it was on the 
environmental end of it. 

PARKER:

Yeah, I think there was a residential lawsuit. 

BERNSON:

They were going to tear down thousands of oak trees, which we have an Oak Tree Preservation 
Ordinance which I authored for the city, and so I think we did settle with the county on that. We 
settled another lawsuit with the county. Dick (Richard) Riordan, who I didn't really know, he was 
chairman of the Parks and Recreation Committee, and I had stopped them from developing, tearing 
down some of the buildings on First Street. They wanted to develop that area. 

PARKER:

First Street downtown? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Like Little Tokyo? 



BERNSON:

Not just Little Tokyo, but the area above the Times. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

It was west of the L.A. Times, where they eventually developed the Concert Hall. 

PARKER:

Walt Disney-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Concert Center (sic)? 



BERNSON:

I wouldn't let them do that for a while, and finally Dick Riordan and I had a meeting and I said, 
"Okay, well, we'll approve. I'll let the city go ahead and approve that, provided you give us a piece of 
the park area that is in my district so we can put Cesnon through." 

PARKER:

What is Cesnon? 

BERNSON:

Cesnon is a major street up there-- 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

--that went from Balboa to the park, and that was it; you couldn't go any further. And so they agreed. 
We had a clandestine meeting. And we agreed that the commission gave us a right-of-way through the 
park area so we could put Cesnon through all the way to Aliso Canyon, that we would allow them to 
go ahead with the development on First Street. 

PARKER:



What were the properties that you were originally trying to preserve on First Street, do you 
remember? 

BERNSON:

It was areas--they were--I don't remember what the businesses were, but they were things that the 
county wanted to vacate and build a highrise and stuff like that there, including the-- 

PARKER:

Central business. 

BERNSON:

--Disney Hall. Yeah, Disney Hall. So we agreed on that, and that ultimately went through. We were 
able to put Cesnon through all the way to Aliso Canyon, into the residential area there. Any other 
secrets you want me to talk about? It wasn't really a secret. It was a good deal for both sides. 

PARKER:

Was that the first time that you got to know Dick--Richard Riordan? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, that's when I first got to know Dick Riordan. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

We became friendly after that. 

PARKER:

So you would--this would have been in conjunction with your position as chair of the Planning 
Committee on city council? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, mm-hmm. 

PARKER:

And he was head of the Planning Commission. 

BERNSON:

I was not head of the Planning Commission. I was heard of the City Planning Committee. 

PARKER:



Committee, yeah, yeah. But he was on the Planning Commission. 

BERNSON:

No, he was on Parks and Recreation. 

PARKER:

Oh, that's right. Got it. Okay. So could you talk a little bit about your 1987 reelection campaign? I 
know you didn't face much opposition. Do you remember who the-- 

BERNSON:

I really don't even remember it, to be honest with you. I know that we got about 80 percent of the 
vote, I guess, or something like that. As I say, I had two tough races, my first one and the 1991 one. 

PARKER:

I also read that around this time period that you might have been considering running for either Board 
of Supervisors or lieutenant governor? 

BERNSON:

No. At one time I thought about lieutenant governor, but basically, you know--turn the machine off. 
(recorder turned off) 



PARKER:

So we can move on to talking about Porter Ranch and that project, which we talked a little bit about 
last time, but I thought maybe we could go into some more detail about the origins of that plan. 

BERNSON:

Well, Porter Ranch, one of the things that was in place when I got elected and I was chairman of the 
Planning Committee was the fact that the city was comprised of thirty-five community plans. All of 
them were twenty years or more older and some were as many years as forty since they'd been redone. 
Now, community plans are just basic overall plans. They're not projects. They designate an area as 
residential, as commercial, as whatever they are, and the density and so forth. So I endeavored to start 
bringing these plans up to date, and we redid thirty-five community plans while I was on the Planning 
Committee. And when we did the Chatsworth plan, the Chatsworth plan had more vacant area than 
any other plan because it was the newest area, you know. And when they came to the area that was 
Porter Ranch, Porter Ranch originally was owned by a group called Maco Development Corporation, 
which was a subsidiary of Pennsylvania Railroad. Pennsylvania Railroad was a huge corporation. 
Well, anyway, there were I don't remember how many acres up there, I think 2,300 acres or 
something like that, more than that. I don't remember the exact number, but it was in the thousands. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Maco Development went bankrupt and they took down Pennsylvania Railroad, went into bankruptcy 
because of that. It was a chain reaction. Two brothers by the name of Finetech had an option to buy on 
that land. They had not a lot of money for development, so they went to Shapell (Industries), and 
Shapell was very well funded, and they entered into a partnership for development of the Porter 
Ranch area. Well, at any rate, this was separate from when our planning--they just happened to have--
that was going on there. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

When my planning group, which I appointed--I appointed a Citizens Advisory Committee to do the 
Chatsworth community plan. They made a recommendation that because they had all this vacant area 
up there, undeveloped area, it would be a good place to have a specific plan-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--which would be Porter Ranch-specific plan and they would do the planning, lay out a format for that 
area. I said, "Well, I think that's a good idea. Let's do it." So we decided--I appointed a separate group, 
separate advisory group, for the Porter Ranch area from people who lived there, were businesses 
nearby, homeowners that were--there was an area that was called Porter Ranch up there that was 
already developed. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, they came back with a plan. The plan called for 10 million square feet of commercial. 



Okay? Ten million square feet. I said, "No, that's way too much." And they called for about twice as 
many residential units as would have been appropriate for the area. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Meanwhile, at the same time, this Finetech brothers came to me. I didn't know Nathan Shapell at the 
time, but the Finetech brothers, who I knew who had done development under Liberty Homes or 
something like that, came to me with a plan, and they wanted to develop this area, and they came with 
a master plan of their own that envisioned, you know--so the wind-up is that I said, "Well, wait till my 
advisory committee is finished, and then we'll talk about it, but I don't want to talk about it as long as 
the advisory committee is working on this specific plan." 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And so when it came down to it, ultimately I said, "It's way too much," and the plan that I proposed 
from their recommendation was half of the commercial, which was 5 million square feet, which 
incorporated a mall of 2 million square feet, which is approximate size of Northridge and other large 
malls, and a hotel, two office buildings. I think there were two hotels. And in the center of these 
buildings, the mall was at the far right, the hotel was at the far left, and the office buildings were in 
the middle. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And in the center was a park area, and it was a walkway, not a driveway where cars could go, but a 
walkway around it, and in the center around it were small developments like restaurants and specialty-
type stores of that type of nature and a park in the center with a gazebo in the center, and that type of 
thing. And that's what we actually approved as the plan. The housing development was limited to 
about half the units that the advisory committee had. But this was just like a community plan. It 
wasn't a development. It wasn't an approved development. Well, anyway, the people who wanted to 
run for office said, "Well, that's a--." They projected it as a project. It wasn't a project; it was a 
specific plan like the other thirty-five community plans. And these community plans, even the ones 
that were twenty years old, were less than 50 percent developed, of the development that was 
provided in there when they applied for their zoning and stuff like that, and their permits. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, that was the story. 

PARKER:

So when you say the people running for office-- 

BERNSON:



Yeah, they decided-- 

PARKER:

--it was just like the-- 

BERNSON:

--they were going to oppose this. It was Bernson's proposed development plan for the--you know. 

PARKER:

Is this the PRIDE group, Porter Ranch Developed Enough? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, the PRIDE, Walter Prince and the gal, Judy "Cornflake." 

PARKER:

Korenstein, yeah. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, ultimately what is developed there was not even close to what the committee developed 



or what was approved by the city. Instead of getting a major mall, you got two open malls there, and 
developing the other fifty acres now. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And did I say--yeah, 2 million square feet, but acreage, and the housing you got. What the plan also--
the specific plan called for a fire station, a library, schools, provided for all the development that the 
people who developed the property, when they developed it, had to make these improvements. It was 
the first time it was ever done in the City of Los Angeles, okay? And that's what was approved, and 
that's what was contested. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And you've seen the results of it. 

PARKER:

So I think I had read about Bradley's stance on the project, and it seemed like initially there had been 
a threat that he might veto it, but ultimately he accepted it. 



BERNSON:

Bradley, Bradley was always in league with these so-called liberal people that wanted--the school 
board members and all that stuff. That was his thing. And I respect Bradley. I think he was a good 
mayor. We didn't always agree, but ultimately I think he was probably, of all the mayors I served 
under, was probably the most effective, you know. But anyway, we came to a compromise on it. He 
wanted low-cost housing in there. He wanted to make a low-cost housing, and it just wouldn't fit in 
there. So we compromised. I said "Well, I'll tell you what. We'll make it senior housing, affordable 
senior housing." And that's what we agreed upon and that's what was developed. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So it worked out. And, you know, ultimately now Porter Ranch is--well, figure it was approved in 
1991. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

This is twenty-seven years later. Probably about 20 percent developed for 25 percent of what the 
specific plan provides for, and the commercial will never, ever come to anything like that. The 
commercial may--of the 5 million square feet, maybe, maybe between the two outdoor centers there 
and everything else, maybe a million square feet of commercial. I doubt if it'll be that much. And the 
housing, they have everything from townhouses and apartments to real nice middle-class, upper-
middle-class homes. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And a beautiful park up there which I wasn't responsible for naming, but Nathan did. Shapell named it 
after my daughter who was killed in an automobile accident and made it the Holleigh Bernson 
Memorial Park. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And so that's the story of Porter Ranch. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So you won the 1991 reelection race, but you described it as a tough race. Could you talk a 
little bit about that? 

BERNSON:

Well, I probably got the lowest primary percentage that an incumbent ever got and survived. I think 



very few guys that were forced into runoffs ever survived, but I did, and I wound up winning by about 
300-and-some-odd votes, 340 or something like that. The last election, the last elections after that, I 
got more than two-thirds of the vote in each of them. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

That was it. I left office walking, not on my shield. But I do remember one thing. There was a 
Planning Committee up in Porter Ranch where it was townhouses, a gated townhouse community, and 
I walked that Planning Committee with a friend of mine, and we got 18 percent of the vote up there is 
all we got. I remember that the last election or the subsequent elections after that, I got over 80 
percent in that same Planning Committee. 

PARKER:

So what do you think accounted for the change? 

BERNSON:

People liked what they had there and what developed there. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

They liked the plan. 

PARKER:

But originally were they people who were opposed to more development? 

BERNSON:

You know, Bernson was bad, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And, you know, I was always labeled by some of these people as pro-growth. I actually wasn't pro-
growth. I was for responsible growth, and I probably preserved more land and more things in this 
district than anybody ever thought about, like the reservoir-- 

PARKER:

Yep. 



BERNSON:

--Stony Point. I developed the Backbone Trail of the horse people who came out against me, believe it 
or not. 

PARKER:

That's in the Topanga area? 

0:59:09.7

BERNSON:

Yeah. Well, you know, it was this one gal who was very instrumental. In fact, she was my 
horsekeeping advisor. And on Topanga there was--on Topanga, which is a very busy highway, there 
was some acreage there, and I realized it was never going to be developed as horsekeeping and 
shouldn't have been developed as horsekeeping. But there was a plan. It was across the street, on the 
other side of the street, this guy wanted to have a nursery there, which I thought was okay, and he had 
to raise his own products there, but not, you know--and that's what was approved. And she said, 
"Well, you know, it's going to go commercial." I said, "No, it's not going to be commercial." I 
promised her that I would never allow commercial development there. And anyway, I had a chance 
for it to be developed for residential, not low density--I mean for low-density residential, and it wasn't 
horsekeeping. I think it was--were they half-acre? I believe they were half-acre lots which could have 
had horsekeeping, and she said, "You promised me you wouldn't let that be developed as anything 
but--." 

I said, "I promise you I would never allow it to be commercial." I turned down batting cages, fast 
food, other types of commercial stuff. Never allowed it to go commercial. But in her head, I had 
broken a promise to her, but I didn't. I never broke the promise. I kept my promise. I never let it go 
commercial. Consequently, I think she turned the horsekeeping community against me, and I did 
more for the horsekeeping community than probably any councilman they've ever had in this city. I 
provided the K districts, adopted the K districts for areas of Chatsworth, the Backbone Trail, all that 
stuff. 

PARKER:

What's a K district? 



BERNSON:

A K district is an area that's designated that recognizes horsekeeping and that all the things that are 
developed in that district must be horsekeeping or have capability of horsekeeping, which mean they 
had to be a half-acre or more-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--in size. Before I was elected, they used to allow 1750 lots to be considered horsekeeping. Well, that 
was very small for horsekeeping lots, and they didn't have proper area for them. But in the K districts, 
they were 20,000-square-foot lots and they had to have a--I forget what the area was inside the--they 
had to have 20,000-square-foot lots They had to have, I think, a 2,000 area, in the area that was 
strictly for the horses and a corral or a horsekeeping area, and I did all that for them and they never 
appreciated it, never--you know. And I'm a little bitter about it to this day, to be very honest with you. 
You know, some of these people, I think, are just hypocrites. But they did not support me, and I 
understand that it was based upon this gal who was a leader in the horsekeeping community saying I 
didn't keep my word. 

PARKER:

Who was that? What was her name? 

BERNSON:

I'd rather not name the name. 



PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

It's not important now. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

It's all water under the bridge. 

PARKER:

Sure. 

BERNSON:

But for the record, I did keep my word. I never allowed commercial on that area of Topanga Canyon, 
and I did more for them. I preserved the horsekeeping areas and all that area in Chatsworth, including 
that rocky area, the Stony Point area-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and the area next to it, which was known as the Garden of the Gods, which was--I had a church that 
bought the area and wanted to go in there. It was a Korean church. And I stopped them, and they 
came to me and I said, "Look. I can't let that area--that area is not appropriate for what you want to 
use it for," I said, "but I'll tell you what I'll do. I'll make arrangements with another area that we have 
that was going to be something else, the area near Tampa off the freeway there, and I said, "We can--
." It was going to be a horse assemblage area where they could park their horse wagons and their 
horse trailers and stuff like that and go on to the trail system. I said, "I'll tell you what. We'll make a 
different area for that, and we'll arrange for a swap with the city to swap you for your land." And we 
did. We made the swap, and that area is protected and they have the Korean church there on the 
corner of--I guess it's Corbin. Is it Corbin? Yeah, it's on the corner of Corbin and Rinaldi. So we did a 
lot of things to preserve--for preservation. 

PARKER:

That's (unclear). 

BERNSON:

I wrote the Oak Tree Ordinance, which preserved all the oak trees and stuff like that, and-- 

PARKER:

I think that's being used in my neighborhood right now to-- 



BERNSON:

Is it? 

PARKER:

--stop development. So, appreciate it. 

BERNSON:

What is your area? 

PARKER:

Glassell Park. 

1:04:55.1

BERNSON:

That's right. You told me. Glassell Park. That was Art (Arthur K.) Snyder's domain. He was a good 
councilman, by the way, and he was probably the most intelligent guy on the council, certainly 
smarter than me. But when I first ran for office, when I went to run for office, I was registered under 
my full given name, which was Harold, and when I went--but everybody called--I had my nickname 
and I was known as Hal, and my business name, my store was "Hal Bernson" and everything, so 
when I went to register, when I went to the city for the ballot thing, they wouldn't let me register 
under "Hal Bernson" for the ballot. And Art Snyder happened to be there, and he says, "Hal," he says, 
"tell you what you do." He says, "Just re-register right now under â€˜Hal Bernson.'" I did that, and I 
qualified for the ballot under "Hal Bernson." So Art and I became good friends. We were good 
friends. 

We had different relationships with councilmembers. One time we used to have a dinner in every 



council district, one a month, and we would go to different council districts who would host the 
dinner for the rest of the council, and we were all friendly and we all worked together, and we didn't 
worry about who was a Democrat or who was a Republican or who was an Independent or anything, 
you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we got along. So those were the good old days. I shudder to think--I wouldn't want to be on this 
council today for anything. Not that there aren't some good members on there. I think the 
representative from my district is a good representative. He worked for me at one time and he worked 
for my successor as chief deputy. 

PARKER:

Who's that? Mitch (Mitchell) Englander? 

BERNSON:

Mitch Englander, yeah. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 



BERNSON:

And I think the only other one that I really know is the president of the council. 

PARKER:

Herb Wesson? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. Herb and I are friendly because he worked for people that I was friendly with at the time. 
Yvonne, he worked for Yvonne (Brathwaite) Burke, who I was friendly with, and for her husband, 
Bill (William) Burke. He and I served on the AQMD (South Coast Air Quality Management District) 
together. But anyway-- 

PARKER:

But you see it as being more partisan today than it used to be? 

BERNSON:

Well, it became that, yeah. It's just like Congress became more partisan. Today they don't even talk to 
each other. They were friendly, they worked together in those days, and I had as many friends on the 
Democratic side in Congress as I did on the Republican side. The same thing with the state 
legislature. 

PARKER:



Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But today it's a different ballgame, and nothing gets done today, and the big loser is the public. It 
really is. You think we couldn't have had an immigration policy developed in Congress by now if it 
wasn't so partisan? And, very frankly, I favor something that neither side wants. One side wants open 
borders. I think that would be a tragedy. Look at Europe, what's happening there. And on the other 
side wants strict thing with a wall and nobody--send everybody--I think that would be terrible to break 
families up and send people back that have become good residents, good citizens, even though they 
may not have citizenship, but a lot of them have been here--I went to school, to high school, with a lot 
of Hispanic kids-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

-in Boyle Heights when I went to Roosevelt High School and to Hollenbeck Junior High School, and 
some of those families have been here forever. But anyway, it's unfortunate that we have that situation 
today. 

PARKER:

Since you've had a long career in politics, I mean, was there a period of time, when you look back, 
where you see that partisanship and obstructionism starting to emerge? 

BERNSON:



Well, it really is more emerged--yeah, I tell you when it started. It started when they adopted term 
limits for the state legislature, and all these assemblymen and state senators who had no place to go 
and never worked for anybody but government said, "Well, we'd better go back and run for the city," 
or whatever, or the county supervisors and stuff like that, and that's when it started. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

That's when it started with the partisanship. 

PARKER:

I was reading an oral history with David Roberti, and he was also saying that--lamenting the end of 
term limits. 

BERNSON:

Dave was a good guy. I knew Dave very well. He wasn't a real partisanship-type guy, but he was a 
Democrat and I guess he was the party head at that time in California, wasn't Dave-- 

PARKER:

Yeah, pro tempore, yeah. 



BERNSON:

Sure. But we got along. We got along with Republicans and Democrats and so forth, didn't matter. 

PARKER:

Yeah, it was just interesting because he was sort of indicating that term limits had played this role in 
driving partisanship as well. 

BERNSON:

Even Willie Brown, okay? Even Willie Brown got along. I got along very well with Willie, and I was 
of Republican registry and the Republicans were becoming a big minority in the state legislature. If I 
needed help on something for the city, I couldn't go to my friends, Republican friends. I could say, 
"Yeah, please, when it comes up." I would call Willie Brown and talk to him, and if I could convince 
him that it was something the city needed and got his support, it got done. Otherwise, it didn't get 
done. You know? 

PARKER:

Do you remember any specific instances of-- 

BERNSON:

Not-- 

PARKER:



Yeah. 

BERNSON:

--any particular that I would-- 

PARKER:

Sure. 

BERNSON:

--really want to discuss. I don't really particularly remember any one thing. But I remember the 
situation with Alan Robbins, who was--I was very friendly with Rob Allen (phonetic), even though I 
didn't support him when he ran for State Senate. That was the Breakfast Forum days before I was in 
office. And once he was elected, he became part of the group, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we became friendly, and I even supported him when he ran for mayor. So, another ill-begotten 
campaign. Anyway, Alan is now a resident of Coronado Island in San Diego County, and I don't think 
he ventures out of there very often. He has a couple of condos up there that he--he's very--he was a 
real estate genius and he's become very wealthy again. He lost--I guess when he went to prison he lost 
most of his wealth. But I think he put together some kind of a deal with Kmarts, I guess it was. I don't 
know the whole story. But I don't want that on the tape. 



PARKER:

Before you move on, we talked a lot about the community plan in your district, the area plan-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

--and I wondered were there other ones that you were involved with on the Planning Committee that 
stood out to you or that you have memories of. 

BERNSON:

In the revision of all the community plans-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--but I'm the guy that started Citizens Advisory Committees, which now are mandatory in the city and 
everything else. Mine were all appointed by me. They were advisory and that's grown into a little bit 
of a monster, to be honest with you. 



PARKER:

The Neighborhood Council system? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. I think it's gotten way beyond what it should be, not that I--I always believed in getting the 
community involved, but I never believed in making homeowners, the Homeowners Associations that 
dictate, you know, what can't be developed and all that kind of stuff, that just don't want anything, I 
think that was a terrible error. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I think that if you get a group of all segments of the community, business, homeowners, everything, 
and get them involved, you get a good compromise on what's appropriate. But Dick Riordan, in his 
infinite wisdom, adopted a new city charter which I thought was bad for the city, gave all the power to 
the mayor and took it away from the council. In so doing, I thought he really took it away from the 
communities. I don't think he intended it that way, but that's what it does. Go ahead. Ask your 
questions. 

PARKER:

Well, one thing that I did want to ask you about is--so, moving into '91, '92, we get to Rodney King 
and some of the tensions between Bradley and Daryl Gates, and I wondered if you could talk about 
that and what it was like to be on the council during that. 



BERNSON:

It was tough. I mean, there was a lot of animosity, not so much from the Black councilmembers, but 
from the Black community, the Black leaders, the bomb throwers, as I call them. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Grenade throwers. I remember having a debate with--what's the gal that's in Congress now? 

PARKER:

Oh, Maxine Waters? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. I had a debate with Maxine Waters on Channel 7, I guess it was, at the time the Rodney King 
riots were going on, and I said that, you know, that I thought it was unfortunate that people were 
stirring things up instead of settling things down, that the people that were suffering were burning 
their own communities and things of that nature, didn't help. I mean, it just hurt. And I also had a run-
in with Jesse Jackson. I was in my office one morning listening to one of the radio shows and he was 
being interviewed. It was during the rioting. And he was really stirring things up. And I told my 
secretary, says, "Call the radio station and have them put me through. I'd like to enter into this 
discussion." And I got through, and him and I went at it, and I told him, I says, "I don't like what 
you're doing. I think you're just stirring things up. You're just a--." I won't use the word I used. I can 
put it on here. I said, "You're just a shit-stirrer." "You're just here trying to create problems for our 



community. We're trying to settle things down and make things livable and make things equitable in 
our community, and we all believe that we should get along," you know. Rodney-- 

PARKER:

Do you remember the kinds of things that he was saying? 

BERNSON:

He said, "(demonstrates)," that I was a racist, and all that kind of stuff. And I said, "I'm not a racist." I 
said, "I get along with people. I believe that everybody should be treated equally, and I've always 
maintained that all my life. Before I was a politician, you know, I went to school with kids of all 
different things, and we got along." And I said, "I think that you should stay out of Los Angeles, and 
if you're going to come here, you come here as a peacemaker, not as a troublemaker." He says, "I 
have to come and see you." I says, "Well, I'll be waitin' for ya." And that was it. I had that with him. 
Maxine and I are friendly to this day. I mean, I'm not an enemy of hers, which she always treated me 
nicely. I treated her nicely. I just think she's out of order now with what she's doing, telling people to 
break the law and do things. I just don't think that's right. Anyway, that's all. 

PARKER:

What was it like to be in the city during the '92 riots? 

BERNSON:

It was scary. It really was scary. It was unfortunate, because there were people who were for their 
own benefit, for their own benefit, were stirring things up and causing rioting, and there were a lot of 
people that was just out looking to see what they could steal from people's stores and other things too. 
It was terrible, it really was. But we got through those days. 



PARKER:

Were you getting a lot of calls from constituents who were concerned? 

BERNSON:

Well, people were scared. Sure, you know. But we got through that, and I actually was one of the--I 
was called to testify in the Rodney King trial, not the local trial, but the federal trial. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

1:19:09.0

BERNSON:

And I was called as a witness for the defense of one of the police officers, and Ernie Bernardi and I 
both were subpoenaed, and I didn't know why, but the attorney called me. Harland Braun was the 
defense attorney. He was a very good attorney, very good defense attorney. And I said, "Why are you 
subpoenaing me?" I says, "I--." You know. He said, "Well," he says, "I'm subpoenaing you for one 
reason only." He says, "You and Ernie Bernardi were the only two â€˜no' votes when they had the 
discussion on banning the chokehold." And he said, "Why did you vote no?" He says, "You stated at 
the time," he says, "I've got the record." 

I said it's taking away a means of non-lethal suppression from the police officers other than using a 
firearm or some violent thing like a club or something. It's just taking that option away. And they had 
had one case in the country where somebody died from the chokehold. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

1:21:13.5



BERNSON:

And they said, well, it's a death thing, and it really wasn't. If used properly, it would stop, you know--
it could suppress people rather than using a gun or something like that. He says, "That's why you two 
were subpoenaed." So I showed up for the trial when I had to. Ernie and I were kept in this witness 
room on the side, and they called me to the stand, not Ernie. Ernie never testified. But I was called to 
testify, and he got me up on the stand. He says, "You were a councilmember at such-and-such time?" 
I said, "Yes." He says, "Tell me," he says, "there was a measure before the council where they banned 
the chokehold, and you voted against it. Would you tell the court why you voted against it?" And I 
said, "Well, I'll tell you what I told the council at that time. It was taking a non-lethal means of 
suppression away from the council (sic) instead of having to use a firearm or a nightstick or a laser or 
whatever the case may be, and I didn't think it was appropriate. I felt that it was something that 
would--they were taking a means of support away, and that's why I voted against it." He says, "Thank 
you. No other questions." 

And the prosecution said no question or me, and that was it. But I got back home, and a couple days 
later, I got a call from Walt Mitchell, who had been the captain of the Devonshire division, but was 
then head of intelligence for the city Police Department. He says, "Hal, I just want you to know that 
I'm ordering a couple of extra police cars to go by your house at night." And I said, "Why is that, 
Walt?" He says, "Well," he says, "I've got intelligence sources that I can't disclose that you are on two 
hit lists as a result of your testimony." 

PARKER:

Wow. 

BERNSON:

Because I was a witness for the defense. 

PARKER:

Did you get any direct threats? 



BERNSON:

No, I never got any direct threats and I never heard anything more about it, but it was interesting that-
- 

PARKER:

It must've been scary. 

BERNSON:

--the people that were instigators, that were doing things of that nature, most of these problems, 
believe it or not, now, I think that the police, whether you side with them or not, there was a reason 
they tried to suppress him, and they didn't suppress him, and a couple of the officers went overboard 
on it with kicking and, you know, and so forth, but it was no reason--there were people that just took 
this for an excuse to try to create problems in our community. And really it harmed not only the entire 
city, but the most damage was done to the minority areas of the city, because they looted and burned 
and, you know--and a lot of the businesses that they depended on, like we couldn't get markets to go 
back in the area afterwards. We had to really push some of the markets, chains and so forth, to go 
back into the community, and other types of services. But that was it, and that was the extent of it. It 
gradually wore down, and he became--I guess he finally wound up dying, I think, had a heart attack or 
something. But it was an unfortunate thing for the city. It was the second riot. We had two riots. I 
wasn't on the council in the first riot. I was a businessman in Reseda at the time. I had a retail store. 
So I guess that was in the sixties. 

PARKER:

Yeah, it was. What was your relationship with Daryl Gates like, or what did you think of him as 
police chief? 

BERNSON:

Daryl and I became good friends. He was the chief and he had a lot of enemies because the rank and 



file of the Police Department adored him, they loved him, and they would go through water and fire 
for him. They had that kind of respect for him. And because I was a supporter of the department, and I 
did, I supported the department, supported them when I thought they were right, and when they were 
wrong, I would tell them about it and I would try to get them to make those adjustments to change it. 
Daryl and I became friendly, and when they were shooting at him, I supported him. 

PARKER:

When they say they were shooting at him, who-- 

BERNSON:

Trying to get him out. They were trying to get him kicked out. 

PARKER:

City council. 

BERNSON:

Not just the council. A lot of the so-called leaders in the black community and others were trying to 
get rid of him. I supported him because I thought he was a good chief. And believe it or not, I think I 
was the only councilmember that he ever endorsed in '91 when I had my problem and I was called on 
the recall. He actually endorsed me. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And I thought that was, you know, particularly because he was not--he stayed out of city politics, 
never endorsed council races or mayors' races or anything like that, but he did support me and 
endorsed me, and I think it made a big difference, too, I think, you know. But I also had support from 
people like "Bobbi" (Roberta) Fiedler and I had support from Alan Robbins on the Democratic side. 
A lot of Democrats in state legislature and Congress actually supported me, too, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Were you involved with Rebuild LA at all? 

BERNSON:

I'm trying to remember what Rebuild LA was. Was it to rebuild the-- 

PARKER:

That was Bradley appointed Peter Ueberroth to be the head of it, and it was, yeah, the rebuild program 
following the '92 riots. 

BERNSON:

I wasn't directly involved. Peter Ueberroth and I were not on the friendliest of terms from the 
Olympics on, because I interfered with his security plan and the council listened to me, fortunately. 
They wanted--Ueberroth did a great job. I'll never take anything away from him. He did just a terrific 
job for the Olympics. I have the greatest respect for him, but he proposed using private security 
inside, which meant kids in t-shirts that said "Security." And we had the whole world there looking at 
us. And I said, "No, you've got to have our Police Department in charge of that." And the council did 
support me on it. John supported me on it. I don't think Peter ever forgave me for that, but I didn't 



care, because it was the right thing and, you know, that was what I always tried to do, was the right 
thing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

That'll get you in a lot of trouble sometimes. 

PARKER:

So what about the 1993 mayoral race? What do you remember about that? 

BERNSON:

Who was that in that race? 

PARKER:

So that would've been Michael Woo and Richard Riordan. That was following the riots. 

BERNSON:

Oh, I supported Dick Riordan on that campaign. 



PARKER:

What was your involvement? 

BERNSON:

Not really any real involvement in the campaign other than supporting him and endorsing him. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

SESSION FOUR (8/6/2018)

PARKER:

This is Caitlin Parker. I'm here with (Harold M.) Hal Bernson on August 6, 2018. So we talked a little 
bit about it before, but I wondered if we could talk more about the Northridge Earthquake, if you 
could just begin by describing sort of what it was like for you on the day. 

BERNSON:

Well, we were awoken I guess around 4:00 o'clock in the morning, 5:00 o'clock, I don't remember 
exactly what time it was, but it was like a bomb hit, and we were literally thrown up and down, like 
this, not so much sideways, but vertically, and couldn't get out of bed, actually, and all the stuff was 
crashing down around us, you know, dresser and so forth. I used to collect coins, put all my coins in a 
jar, one of these big plastic things. It fell off--bang!--hit the floor, broke, coins all over the place. But 
what really--we had a very close shave with death, I guess, because we had one of these fans above 
the bed, and we had at the other end, at the foot of the bed, before the bathroom there, we had our 



floor-to-ceiling heavy-mirrored doors, and the force of the quake threw the doors off towards the bed, 
and what saved us was the fan up there. Otherwise, it would've come down on us. 

PARKER:

Wow. 

BERNSON:

I don't know if it would've killed us, but it wouldn't have done us any good. Anyway, we got out of 
bed. I told my wife, I says, "Don't try to get out of bed." We had the dog with us, too, you know-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

0:02:35.2

BERNSON:

--and she was in bed. I says, "Just hang onto the dog and I'm going to get up and see what I can do, 
see what's going on," because no lights or anything anymore, but I grabbed a flashlight by the bed, 
went down the stairs, and, fortunately, I had put on a pair of slippers or something, because the floor 
in the kitchen was just glass wall-to-wall. The cupboards had opened up and everything was on the 
floor. The refrigerator was halfway into the kitchen from the wall and the door was open, you know, 
flung open and everything. 

Just about that second I got there, the phone rang, and my wife's niece from North Carolina saw it on 
television and was calling to see if we were okay. I said, "Connie, I can't talk to you right this second, 
but we're okay, yes. Thank you," and I hung up. I looked around, I went outside, and my neighbors 
were all out on the street, and the first thing I thought about was you have shutoff valves on your--you 
know, because I had put an ordinance through that had required it, but it was tied to the sale of the 
property. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that was the only way I could get it through. Otherwise, I couldn't have got it through. Even then, 
the realtors weren't in love with me for that. But anyway, I wound up turning off the gas for, I think, 
four houses on our cul-de-sac, and I went around and shut the gas valves off. About that time, my 
chief deputy, Greig Smith, who later became a councilman, called and he said, "I'm on my way over 
to your house." So he came by my house. I was outside. I told my wife, I says, "Don't worry about 
taking a bunch of stuff or anything like that. Just take what you have to have. Put the dog and yourself 
in the car, and go to the beach," to our place at the beach, because we did have it, and she did. 

PARKER:

Could you drive? I mean, were the-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah, you could drive. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:



You could drive. Some of the freeway things were--you know, the off-ramp things and everything 
were--what we discovered with the ramps that went down, they were built to federal standards which 
did not require them to be anchored to the--they thought the weight of the ramp alone, on top of the 
stand, the stanchions-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--would hold it in place. It didn't. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

So, anyway, but she got on to the 405, because we live right off the end of the--up in Granada Hills at 
the time, and she got down there. But Greig and I went out and we were looking to the district. We 
went down to downtown Northridge and the first place we stopped was where the apartment house 
had collapsed. One of my secretaries actually lived in one of those apartments. 

PARKER:

Wow. 



BERNSON:

Fortunately, she wasn't on the first level. Everybody on the first level died. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Sixty-eight people. You could see the garage. The garages were facing the driveway, and the cars 
were about this high (demonstrates). 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

0:06:30.6

BERNSON:

That's how they were squashed down to that level. Anyway, after the quake, she just took off and left. 
She never--moved someplace else. Then we went to the college and drove around the district, looking 
at the damage. The college was severely damaged, Northridge Mall was severely damaged, and a lot 
of other stuff. And that's what we did, you know. I got a call from the mayor's office, wanted all the 
councilmen down at city council, and I called back and I said, "I'm not going. I'm staying in the 
district because this is where I'm needed." And we did. 

That night, we were doing various things around the district and see what was going on. That night, I 
stayed. Greig and I rode shotgun, because there was no power-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--everything was black, and we were worried about looters, so we rode shotgun along with the police, 
and the National Guard hadn't gotten there yet. That night, there was only one or two cases where 
they found looters and they took care of them. They didn't shoot them, but, you know. 

PARKER:

And there was a curfew put in place, right? 

BERNSON:

There was a curfew put in place. Right. Anyway, so that's what happened, and next couple days were 
kind of, you know, trying to get things taken care of, trying to get things organized. I don't think we 
had power or water at my house up in Granada Hills for about a week after that. I'm trying to 
remember what happened next. Well, anyway, you know, we had--I think--who was the governor 
then? 

PARKER:

Pete Wilson? 

BERNSON:



Pete Wilson, yeah. So Pete did one thing that I really agreed with: all the contracts that went out had a 
penalty and a reward phase for the repairs of the freeways and so forth. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And consequently, they all got done ahead of time. 

PARKER:

So what was the penalty or reward? So it incentivized them? 

BERNSON:

There was a fine for every day they were over the contract and a reward for every day they were 
under contract. 

PARKER:

I see. 

BERNSON:



Which is always good to give people an incentive. Anyway, FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) came in, set up a--I think it was a big tent over on the corner of Zelza and Chatsworth Street, 
and people were going in there with their claims and so forth, and they were handing out checks. The 
Redevelopment Agency (of the City of Los Angeles) wanted to come in and make this a 
redevelopment project, and I stopped that, because I didn't want them to be-- 

PARKER:

Why not? 

BERNSON:

Because I didn't think that we needed them, number one. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Number two, I don't think their goals are the same as the people in the Valley, and my goals. 

PARKER:

What do you think their goal is? 



BERNSON:

Well, they were more involved with slum-type conditions and stuff like that-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--you know, which is what their venue is supposed to be, but this wasn't a slum, you know. This was 
nice neighborhoods. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I do recall one thing that I didn't mention before. We lived just west of Balboa Boulevard and we 
lived north of Rinaldi. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

The earthquake itself struck--the epicenter was in Reseda, believe it or not, not Northridge. They 
called it the Northridge quake. And it traveled northeast, and everything along Balboa Boulevard on 
both sides were severely damaged. In fact, that's where you saw the fire. Do you remember seeing the 
pictures on the television of the fire? 

PARKER:

(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

It was on Balboa Boulevard, a few blocks from our house. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that was considered--that area there was considered the bullet area or the most intense that was 
hardest hit. But we got through it. I mean, it was--you know, there was people's businesses were 
closed for a while. The mall didn't open, Northridge Mall didn't open for some time. The college had 
to be--they reopened with bungalows-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

--and things of that nature. And that's what happened. 

PARKER:

How long did it take to resume a sort of sense of normalcy in the district? 

BERNSON:

Oh, god, maybe a year. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

Meanwhile, John Ferraro established an Earthquake Recovery Committee which he made me chair of. 
So we dealt with the--the biggest problem was the debris from the quake, getting it off the streets, 
getting it out of the way, things of that nature, and assessing the damage of buildings and so forth. But 
virtually all the homes up in my area were either red-tagged or yellow-tagged. Ours escaped and we 
were lucky. 

PARKER:



What--red tag means it needs to be demolished? 

BERNSON:

Red tag means you can't go in it. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

Yellow tag means it's been damaged, but be cautious. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Our particular house, we had remodeled it a year before. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 



BERNSON:

And we bought it in '76. We had the tri-level. The lower level, which was the den and my mother-in-
law's bedroom and the hallway to the garage, had this paneling on it that we hated the looks of it, so 
we took the paneling off, and when the paneling came off, we found out there was nothing underneath 
it, just studding. There was no plywood, there was no drywall, which was the minimum there should 
have been. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And so we replaced it. When we replaced it, we put drywall on there, and that's the only thing that 
saved our house-- 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

--from being damaged. All the other houses which were similar, with tri-level and so forth, in the area 
all either yellow-tagged and a few of them were red-tagged. And that was about it. Our house was 
damaged, a lot of interior damage. The hallway, the plaster had--it was actually this what they called 
popcorn stuff. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm, yeah. 

BERNSON:

And it was hanging down on the stairway. And we discovered, of course, immediately that it was 
asbestos in there, so instead of tearing it all out--they wanted to tear it all out--I says, "No, don't touch 
it. Just put drywall over it and seal it all up-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--so it doesn't spread all over the house." So that's what we did. We worked it out, and it took a little 
time, but businesses reopened and we rebuilt and were fine. 

PARKER:

One of the groups that I think organized following the Northridge Earthquake was the Valley 
Economic Alliance? Was that a group that you worked with? 

BERNSON:

Not really that I recall. 



PARKER:

Okay. It seemed like a group of businessmen who were involved in rebuilding. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, well, there was always a group of businessmen at chamber of commerce, which I used to be 
involved when I was in business, I was involved in the chamber and so forth. But the movers and 
shakers got together and they thought they were, you know--they had these groups. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I remember the name, but I can't recall who was involved in it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. What about--who did you work with or what levels of government did you work with most 
closely? Was it mostly working with Mayor (Richard) Riordan and--or were you involved with the 
sort of-- 

BERNSON:



Well, I was involved with a lot of the decision-making as far as getting aid to us and so forth. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And, of course, our Earthquake Recovery Committee made all the recommendations and everything, 
and those were pretty much followed. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I had the president of the council on there with me and I had a couple other members, Valley 
councilmembers on there, so we, you know, we pretty much dictated what needed to be done and got 
done. But it was an interesting time. 

PARKER:

And one of the things that I think got built in the aftermath of the earthquake was the Northridge 
Metrolink station. You'd also been involved in building the transportation for the Valley. 



BERNSON:

Yeah, yeah. Yeah, I was on Metrolink board, and we opened the Northridge station and we opened 
the station--I guess they call that the Northridge station there. There was nothing there to start with, 
but we put a platform in there, and there was nothing else, but they stopped, and then there was one in 
Mission Hills, and we provided a station stop there to help people get around, because the freeways 
and some of the roads were pretty well messed up. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Yeah, I guess I was curious if the earthquake then, in the rebuilding, enabled you to make 
some progress on other projects that the area had needed. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, well, you know, like other projects like what? Those projects, you mean? 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, those were--but those were emergency actions, you know. No, there was no station there. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

I mean nothing at either place, but we established a station there and a station in Mission Hills, and it 
worked. It helped, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So, shifting gears, I also wanted to ask you about the rise of the secession movement again 
in the Valley in the later part of the 1990s with groups like Valley VOTE (Valley Voters Organized 
Toward Empowerment). 

BERNSON:

Well, I don't think it really ever stopped. (Tom) Bradley went to Sacramento and got the state 
legislature to pass a dictate or whatever you want to call it, and it said instead of just the San Fernando 
Valley voting for independence--this is before I was in office, by the way. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Or maybe it wasn't. I'm trying to remember. 

PARKER:



I think it was around 1977, maybe. 

BERNSON:

Yeah, it could've been because '79 is when I was elected, so it was just before. Instead of just the 
Valley voting, we had to get the approval of all the citizens of Los Angeles, which was a little more 
difficult, and it failed because of that. It passed in the Valley. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But because of the city vote, it did not qualify. So, anyway, that was pretty much the end of the real 
threat of secession, although there had been a deal made--this is before that. The City of San Fernando 
had talked to us. The city council had talked to us about annexing the San Fernando Valley into the 
City of San Fernando, and then allowing us to break away from them, but giving them the area in 
Mission Hills, that area in there, which was part of the Valley. And they had agreed with the 
leadership of CIVICC at that point, and then they double-crossed the Valley and didn't go through 
with it. But that was just one of those things that happened, political things. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



I don't mind talking about it, though, because the council at that time, as far as I was concerned, were 
treacherous. 

PARKER:

The San Fernando Council? 

BERNSON:

Yeah, yeah. They were not-- 

PARKER:

What was the reasoning for double-crossing? 

BERNSON:

I don't know they ever gave a reason, you know. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

They just didn't follow through on what they said they were going to do. 



PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I don't even know if it would've worked, to be honest with you, but, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

When you're dealing with government, Tom Bradley probably could have gone to Sacramento and 
gotten something else, you know. But that was pretty much the end of the--it rose up again a little bit 
afterwards, but I was on LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission). In fact, I was--see, the city 
virtually had no voice on LAFCO when I first came on the council. I mean, the county controlled it 
completely. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



So I got Alan Robbins to carry legislation in Sacramento for us that gave the city two more 
representatives and expanded the board by two members, one to be appointed by the president of the 
city council, and the other to be selected from the San Fernando Valley. So Bert Boeckmann and I 
were the first two new members. Well, Pete (Peter F.) Schabarum--You probably know about Pete 
Schabarum, or do you? 

PARKER:

The Board of Supervisors? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. He was a bully and a--not a nice guy. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

But anyway, first meeting, he got up and made a motion that the City of Los Angeles representatives 
could not vote on anything that involved the City of Los Angeles, and it passed, four-to-three. 

PARKER:

You mean the LAFCO representatives? 



BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

Okay. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. It passed, four-to-three. I went back to my office, I got Alan Robbins on the phone again, and I 
said, "Alan, find a piece of legislation that's in government--," whatever the proper word is, 
government affairs, whatever, "that relates to local government, LAFCO's, and put in a motion that 
says that no local LAFCO shall impose regulations which are above those of the state, in conference 
committee already." Passed. And Pete Schabarum and I became very big enemies from that point on. 
But, you know. So, anyway, he was the guy in this baseball game bowled over this little old lady who 
was guarding home plate in a softball game. You remember that story? 

PARKER:

No. 

BERNSON:

You're probably too young to remember that. He was a great football player at Cal, All-American, but 
not a nice guy. Very conservative Republican, which I won't hold that against him, but he was just not 
a very nice guy. 

PARKER:



Did you generally see eye-to-eye politically? 

BERNSON:

On some things. I wasn't that involved in--I was a local guy. All I was concerned about was local 
things, how my district was, how the city was doing. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I wasn't interested in national politics-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and state politics, although I dealt with a lot of the state representatives because I helped a lot of 
them get elected. But it was, you know--I wasn't, shall we say, an activist on anything other than local 
government. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. So you had a sense that even though these obstacles had been put up against Valley 
secession, the sort of desire or sentiment was still there? 

BERNSON:

Well, I knew the sentiment was there-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--but I had to be neutral because as a member of LAFCO, you know, I was almost responsible for the 
city even having--I was responsible for the city even having a voice on LAFCO. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

So at the time, all the representatives were the Board of Supervisors and their appointees, were the 
board of LAFCO's, I think three supervisors and two appointees. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And none of them were from San Fernando Valley. But I had a very close relationship with Mike 
(Michael D.) Antonovich, the supervisor. We're friends to this day. I was very involved in his first 
election to the Community College board, and we stayed friends through the years. So he was pretty 
much sentimental with it, even though he represented only a part of the Valley. He represented San 
Gabriel Valley mainly. But I tried to maintain an impartial view. However, the president of the 
council at that time was Alex Padilla, and he didn't see it that way, so he removed me as a regular 
member and put me as a-- 

PARKER:

The alternate? 

BERNSON:

Alternate, yeah. And that's the way it was to the end, but it was almost the end of my term anyway, 
so, yeah. 

PARKER:

Had you not been, you know, on LAFCO and didn't have to think about it, do you think you still 
would have been supportive of the secession movement? 

BERNSON:



Yeah, I would have been. I thought the Valley--well, one of the things that happened after I got 
elected was the Valley got more attention, and we got a better share of everything. We were getting 
nothing out here. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

All of a sudden, you know, people were talking and everything, and the Valley gets this, the Valley 
started to get more. So it wasn't as urgent as it was before. Bradley really wasn't that interested in the 
Valley, other than to stay in office, but when Dick Riordan was elected, he helped. He was 
sympathetic to the Valley, and so was-- 

PARKER:

Jim (James) Hahn? 

BERNSON:

The supervisor's son. 

PARKER:

Jim Hahn. 



BERNSON:

Jim Hahn. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

You got to remember I'm getting old and names don't come to me that fast anymore, so I'm pretty 
good with faces. I always remember faces. And I have--you know what they say, what Sicilian 
Alzheimer's is? 

PARKER:

No. 

BERNSON:

You forget everything but the grudge. 

PARKER:

Let's see. 



BERNSON:

From now on, you ask the questions and I'll try to answer. 

PARKER:

So back to Valley secession, were there people who you had been active in CIVICC with, who were 
still involved in the Valley VOTE movement? I know Larry Calemine was also on LAFCO. 

BERNSON:

Yes. He was the general manager there. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And he was followed by Sandy (Sandor L.) Winger. Larry's still around, but I think his ardor for 
politics is nonexistent anymore. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

There was an attorney by the name of Jack Baum who wound up being the figurehead of it, and he 
passed away a number of years ago. Bert Boeckmann was very involved in the original movement. 

PARKER:

And then also in Valley VOTE. 

BERNSON:

Valley VOTE? 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

What is Valley VOTE? 

PARKER:

Wasn't it--that was the main group pushing for secession in the late nineties. 



BERNSON:

Yeah, yeah, he was involved. He was quite a great citizen, and I'd say one of the leaders of Valley, 
and he's still around. I understand he still goes to the agency every day. He's the biggest Ford dealer in 
the world. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Plus that, he has different agencies besides, you know, different car agencies. And when I first ran for 
office, I had no money and my opponent had two and a half, three years to raise money and plan a 
campaign, and Berg loaned me $15,000 to start my campaign. I paid him back after the election, and 
that was it. I think I had about--I forget what I had, but very, very little by comparison to the woman 
that I finally wound up defeating. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But local politics is door-to-door. It's not like state politics or federal politics. That's why--you know 
why Trump is doing so well? 

PARKER:



(no audible response) 

BERNSON:

Not because he's running, but he's running a different campaign. All these stops he's making, with 
these big audiences and everything else, he's going directly to the people. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And a lot of people don't like that. A lot of people don't like him. But a lot of people who don't like 
him kind of like some of the stuff he's doing, so, you know, like the economy, basically. But anyway, 
get on to your interview. 

PARKER:

So I guess I wondered--so if your sense was that particularly under the Riordan and Hahn 
administration the Valley was getting more attention, what was your sense of what was driving the 
continued desire for Valley secession? What were you hearing from your constituents? 

BERNSON:

Well, I was hearing they just thought the Valley should be its own city. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

They just didn't want to be part of Los Angeles. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

If you go down south to San Diego, they hate Los Angeles. And in fact, everybody in the vicinity 
around Los Angeles doesn't--you know, doesn't care for Los Angeles. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Including Venice, but it's part of Los Angeles. But anyway, it's like the old feeling of everybody 
wanting to be independent, you know? 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I think that's where it was. 

PARKER:

What was the--what about Los Angeles in particular was sort of wanting them to distance themselves? 

BERNSON:

Nah, I don't think so. I think they wanted--basically, they voted--they stopped the Valley from being 
independent by voting against it, so I don't think they-- 

PARKER:

So, no, I'm sorry, I'm saying what was making people in the Valley want to distance themselves from 
Los Angeles or the idea of Los Angeles? 

BERNSON:

Just to be independent and get a better return on their tax dollars and stuff like that. 



PARKER:

Yeah. So was the drive for Valley secession then part of this larger conversation about charter reform 
in Los Angeles? 

BERNSON:

No. 

PARKER:

No? 

BERNSON:

Charter reform was Dick Riordan's idea, and I did not agree with him and I don't agree with what he 
did. In fact, I think he really hurt the city with his reform. What he did is take all the power from the 
council and put it in the mayor's office. That's what it really amounted to, and consequently, you see 
what's happened to our government in Los Angeles today. It's not what it used to be. And I don't say 
that just because I was part of that. But we didn't have scandals. We had dedicated councilmembers 
who were not just looking to run for the next office, you know, and things like that. We had 
councilmembers that were there for thirty-some years. Not me. I was only there for twenty-four years. 

PARKER:

"Only." 

BERNSON:



That's all. I never thought I was ever--I never wanted to run. You've got to understand that. And when 
I did run, I figured I'd stay one or two terms and that'd be it, you know. I had a successful business 
and I basically left that to run for office. Anyway-- 

PARKER:

Did you have any role in the charter reform process or-- 

BERNSON:

No, other than to condemn it-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--fight against it. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. How did you try to fight against it? 

BERNSON:



I came out against it. And Dick was a good friend of mine. Dick Riordan and I were good friends. I 
don't know if I mentioned in some of the previous interviews, I would be sitting in my council seat 
debating something on the floor, and the secretary would come over and say, "The mayor's on the 
phone for you." I'd go over, and it would be Dick, and he'd say, "Hal, have you heard this joke about--
?" He would call me once or twice a week to tell me jokes. And we used to go to dinner. There was a 
group--we had a small group that used to socialize a little bit on the side: John Ferraro and his wife 
and Dick Riordan and--I'm trying to--who else was part of that? John Ferraro and us and--oh, Neil 
Papiano, who was my attorney, and it was just--you know, we would socialize, go out to dinner 
maybe once every two, three weeks or something like that. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. Since you were councilman under these three different mayors, I wondered if you could 
just compare them a little bit. How did each of them differ? What was the effective about their-- 

BERNSON:

Well, they all tried very hard. Obviously, Tom Bradley, having been there for a long period of time, 
was very effective. Didn't always agree with him, but he was effective and he was a good mayor. And 
Dick Riordan, of course, who wanted to change everything, you know, but he was also--he was very 
dedicated and very--you know. And Jimmy Hahn, who's a very nice guy, now a judge, I guess. Isn't 
he a judge someplace? 

PARKER:

I'm not sure. 

BERNSON:

He was a little bit lost, a little bit in the background. He didn't want to get out in front. He had been 
city attorney. But a very nice guy. And that's about it. I can't say anything negative about any of them. 
I think they were all good mayors. The only thing I differed with Dick Riordan on the charter-- 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--but other than that, we got along very well, you know, so forth. 

PARKER:

I mean, it was ultimately those term limits that were passed that required you then to retire from the 
council? 

BERNSON:

Well, I was going to retire the election before-- 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

--but John Ferraro, who would have been termed out, said, "Hal, please don't leave me here. Stay one 
more term." Okay? So I did, because what does he do? He goes off and dies on me, you know. 



PARKER:

So that was the reasoning for staying on for-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

--another four years? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

But during that period of time was when you became president of SCAG, the-- 

BERNSON:

Yeah, my last couple of years on the council, I was--in fact, I was president of SCAG, I was chairman 
of the board of MTA, I was chairman of the board of Metrolink. What else was I stuck with? Oh, I 
was on the AQMD. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And there was something else. Oh, LAFCO. Yeah. 

PARKER:

So, all of a sudden, you were looking at things from much more of a regional perspective? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. 

PARKER:

How did that shift things for you or change your responsibilities? 

BERNSON:

Well, I'd been involved with transportation stuff from way back, so didn't change anything there, just 
that I was in more of a leadership role there. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And that basically was the same thing true with SCAG. It really didn't change--just required a lot 
more time and energy and-- 

PARKER:

What kinds of issues were you looking at with SCAG? 

BERNSON:

Number one thing probably was transportation, but we were doing things on airports and doing things 
that involved the region, you know. It was more than just transportation for the city or for the county, 
you know. And that's what it was. You're asking me to go back a long ways. I've been out of 
government for over fifteen years now. 

PARKER:

Right, yeah. And so then ultimately in 2003, you retired, but your chief deputy, Greig Smith, then ran 
for-- 

BERNSON:



Yeah. 

PARKER:

--your seat and won. So you talk a little bit about that transition, that election. 

BERNSON:

Well, Greig didn't want to run, but I knew he'd be a great councilman, because he really was almost 
like a partner to me in my council-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--time. So I finally convinced him to run. His wife didn't want him to run. In fact, you remind me a 
little bit of his wife, by the way. He promised her he wouldn't run more than two terms, and he didn't. 
He could have still been there. And Mitch (Mitchell) was his chief deputy, Englander, and Mitch was 
involved with me a little bit. He worked on a couple of my campaigns, him and his uncle. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

And I think he even--the latter part of my last term, I think he might've been on staff for a short time. 
But anyway-- 

PARKER:

And now one of your daughters works in his office, right? 

BERNSON:

My daughter's his chief deputy now. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

She was with Greig Smith, too, for eight years. 

PARKER:

Oh, okay. 



BERNSON:

So she now runs city hall. She's very bright. I don't know where she gets it. Must get it from her 
mother, you know. 

PARKER:

Did you stay involved with politics once you left city hall? 

BERNSON:

Not really, no. I really didn't. I supported Greig, obviously, and I supported Mitch when he ran. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But I don't get involved anymore. First of all, I am a rare species: I'm a fiscal conservative and I'm a 
social moderate to liberal. Okay? So, you know, kind of leaves me in the lurch as far as politics are 
concerned. 

PARKER:

How so? 



BERNSON:

What's that? 

PARKER:

How does it leave you in the lurch? 

BERNSON:

Most of the people who are conservatives are not social moderates. They're social conservatives, 
which I am not, for the most part, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I believe in people having their rights, you know, more attuned to that. Less structured. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

How about you? 

PARKER:

Well, we can talk about that after the tape. 

BERNSON:

When you turn the tape off? Okay. I'm going to interview you when you turn--that's all I'm going to 
say about it. 

PARKER:

Well, what did it mean to you to be a-- 

BERNSON:

I'm an independent, okay? 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:



Because I have my own thoughts-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--and, you know, I really--I deal in individuals and people that I like and feel are doing a good job or 
will do a good job, so I don't want to be identified as one group or another group. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

But I am registered as a Republican because you have to vote and you can't get--you know. 

PARKER:

You have to be registered somewhere? 

BERNSON:



Yeah. But I will probably vote for at least a couple of Democrats in this--I'm certainly going to vote 
for Dianne Feinstein. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I don't know who else, but right now for sure I'm going to vote for her, and I have supported her 
in the past. I think I did mention before in our interviews that after the earthquake, she came to my 
office-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--in Northridge and asked what she could do for us, and I told her and she did it, you know. And to 
me, you know--and when I would go to Washington with groups because we had the L.A. Area 
Chamber, we had SCAG, we had--always going to Washington to meet the representatives, to ask for 
this, to ask for that-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

--and whenever I was there, she would tell me, "Take my office. You can use my office or whatever 
you want to do." So I had a lot of respect for her. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And I was really appalled at what the Democrats did to her this time. I really did not like that. 

PARKER:

What do you mean? 

BERNSON:

Well, they endorsed her opponent. 

PARKER:

Oh, the--yeah, Kevin de LeÃ³n. 



BERNSON:

Yeah, who's a political lightweight, in my view. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Anyway, and she's got so much background and knowledge and information and things that she can 
do in Washington because of time she spent there and everything else, and they do that to her? I 
mean, to me, I think the Democratic Party and the Republican Party, I think, are both splitting wide 
open. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Because you've got two factions in each side. You've got the progressives and then you've got the 
regular Democrats-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 



BERNSON:

--as I call them, the worker blue-collar Democrats. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And you got the Republicans, you got the extreme, extremists on one side, you got what they call--
they got a word for it? What do they call it? Republicans In Name Only or something like that? Yeah. 
You know. So they're both--I don't know what's going to happen there. I really don't, but I know 
whatever's happening there is not in the best interest of the country-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--which makes me sad. Okay, let's go ahead now. Let's talk about things we have control over. 

PARKER:



So I guess I wanted to get your reflections because you had such a long city council career, of what 
were some of the things that you were most proud of in your time in council. 

BERNSON:

God, I don't know. It's been so long. I guess my earthquake legislation. I think it was very important, 
probably saved some lives. My transportation stuff. And I was involved in a lot of little stuff. I 
preserved Chatsworth Reservoir. We saved that from Tom Bradley. It was emptied after the previous 
quake, not Northridge, but--because it was cracked. It was an earth-filled dam. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And Bradley wanted to put low-cost housing in there, but we stopped that and I got I preserved. It's a 
national preserve. And Stony Point, which is that big stack of rocks up on the top of--I saved that 
from being--the top of that from being a restaurant when I first got in office. The area, the rocky area 
around it, that's all preserved for future. Did a lot for the horsekeeping people, although they never 
appreciate anything. The Backbone Trail system across there, I did all that. What else? I don't know. 
Silly stuff, you know. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:



Let me think for a minute. Got the AFIS (Automated Fingerprint Identification System) System for 
the city. Zev (Yaroslvasky) and I did that together, which shaped-- 

PARKER:

What did that do? I don't think we've talked about that. 

BERNSON:

What? 

PARKER:

The AFIS System. 

BERNSON:

Oh, yeah. Zev and I got the city to buy the AFIS System and bring it in. 

PARKER:

Hmm. 

BERNSON:

And Zev and I got along very well. He's a nice guy and we're friends. In fact, when his wife ran for 



city council, I supported her. I knew she wasn't going to win, but, you know, nice person. She'd have 
been a good councilmember, as Zev was. Zev was a very good councilmember. He was a little 
narrow-minded on development, of course, but he got a lot of pressure from people in his district, and 
so sometimes you try to do things that you probably shouldn't, have no right to do, you know. But 
other than that, I'm trying to think of what else. There's been so many things. God, I can't think of it. 
The porno stuff, the porno shops, limited where they could locate in the city. I wrote that legislation. 
Or rather where they couldn't locate is what it amounted to. What else did I do? You know, you're 
asking me to talk about--I did a lot of work in land use. That was really my forte. Redid all the city 
plans, thirty-five of them. Did the first specific plan in the city, which was Porter Ranch. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

I started the Citizens Advisory Committees, which are now, by the charter, now elected and all-- 

PARKER:

Neighborhood Councils? 

BERNSON:

Yeah. They actually have a lot of power now. Before, they were advisory but they were not one-sided 
advisory, you know, like homeowners groups that want to stop this. They were objective. What else 
did I do? I don't know what else I did. Can't think of everything. 

PARKER:



How has the Valley changed since you've been in office? 

BERNSON:

Well, it's grown up. There's probably a million and a half people out here now. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

And we've got major university. I remember when I first came to the Valley, which was about 1959, I 
guess, '58, right in there, I mean, it's grown. It's probably doubled in size since then. And it's grown 
up. It's a major area. Could be a city. If it was a city, it'd be probably bigger than any place else in 
California except Los Angeles. I don't know what the population of Santa Barbara or San Francisco. I 
don't think San Francisco's a million and a half people, and I don't think San Diego is either. So it 
could have been the second-largest city in the state. But we have our businesses out here and we have 
our commercial and everything, but it's still a bedroom community, basically. But, you know, all of 
Los Angeles is a bedroom community. 

PARKER:

Do you feel like that inequity has been--in terms of the Valley getting services has been remedied? 

BERNSON:

I still think the Valley might not get quite what they're entitled to, but I don't think the city does either. 
I think the state screws us out of a lot. We're a donor city, you know. 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Just as California's a donor state to the United States-- 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

--in our gas tax money and stuff like that, it doesn't wind up here. But we're in a lot better shape than 
we were. 

PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Let's put it that way. I like to think maybe I had a little hand in that, just a little. Anyway. 



PARKER:

So I've asked you a lot of questions. Is there anything else that you'd like to talk about that I feel like 
I've missed? 

BERNSON:

What would you like to talk about? 

PARKER:

Well, I've asked you all the questions. I just want to make sure I haven't missed anything important. 

BERNSON:

I don't know. We've probably both missed some important stuff. But, you know, I'm trying to think if 
there was anything else that I was really--I was involved in so many different things. I was there for 
twenty-four years. 

PARKER:

Yeah. 

BERNSON:

We already talked about the thing with the grants committee. Remember that, don't you? 



PARKER:

Mm-hmm. 

BERNSON:

Yeah. What else did we talk about? Talked about LAFCO, talked about SCAG, right? MTA, 
Metrolink, AQMD. What else? 

PARKER:

Well, why don't we stop there and if there are follow-up questions, we can figure that out. But thank 
you very-- 


