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SEVERAL 

Today is October 10, 2012. This is Michael Several. I am with Linda Rourman 

and we are going to conduct an interview with her. First, I want to get some 

background about you. What generation of your family came to the United 

States? 

ROURMAN 

My grandparents. They came sometime between 1905 and 1910, all of them 

from Russia. 

SEVERAL 

Okay, where did they settle? 

ROURMAN 

In Los Angeles, actually West LA, yeah. Well, I take that back. My mother’s 

parents, who I know the most about, settled first in Lincoln, Nebraska and then 

they came here. My mother was the youngest of six children and they came at 

here when she was 2 years old and then they settled in Los Angeles. Those 

parents from my mother's side and the six sibling, there were only nine second 

generation, which is me, who are first cousins and out of those nine first 

cousins, I do not even think there are nine second cousins 

SEVERAL 

Oh really. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. There is, let's see, Leon had two, Paul had two, Carol had three and I had 

three; ten, there were ten second cousins. 

SEVERAL 

How old was your mom when they... You said 2 years old, so what year was 

that? 

ROURMAN 
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She was born in 1925, so it had to have been 1927 when they came out here. 

Then on my father side, his parents came from Russia also at the same time. 

Actually, all of my grandparents were not from Russia, they were from the 

Ukraine, they came from Odessa and Kiev. My dad, I don’t want to get into this 

because this is a whole long story, but my dad’s mother, his birth mother was 

actually sisters with the woman who raised him. He was adopted by an aunt 

and the aunt was severely mentally ill and she was in an arranged marriage and 

the marriage was falling apart for various reasons so she thought if they 

adopted my father that it would save the marriage and of course it did not, but 

he was never told he was adopted. He was born in Detroit and then the adoptive 

grandfather who was named Sal Kruger, he and my grandmother what they did, 

they were very wealthy and they hired a pediatrician and they drove from 

Detroit to out here when my father was 2 years old. He was the youngest of 

four siblings back in Detroit and the biological mother on her death bed tried to 

talk the younger sister, Rose into adopting all four children, but Rose did not 

want all four and so the man who was my father’s biological father, Max 

Wagner, he was not a nice person. I don’t know much about him. All I know is 

that people really despised him and he was very cruel to the children, but they 

never told my dad he was adopted. They came out here and there were a lot of 

cousins out here, my grandmother’s cousins, and nobody said a word to my 

dad. Then when my dad was drafted in World War II, he had to send for his 

birth certificate from Detroit and those were the days before they closed and 

sealed records and he got back papers that he was adopted. He was floored, 

absolutely floored, because he looked like his adoptive mother. The sisters 

looked very much alike and he also looked somewhat like the adoptive father, 

my grandfather. So my grandfather was never so scared in his life as far as 

when my dad found out that he was adopted, but everything was fine. It turned 

out okay and my grandfather divorced my grandmother and he remarried to 

someone else, but you know those things happen. 

SEVERAL 

Right, right. So, your parents. Well, let's see... Your mother grew up in West 

LA? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah and my father grew up in Beverly Hills, because they were wealthy and 

my grandmother would not accept anything less. 

SEVERAL 

So they were living in Beverly Hills, kind of a high time, I guess? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, yes. As a matter of fact, this piano was, my grandfather for a birthday 

present bought it for my grandmother in 1915, and those were the days when 

they kept the pianos closed. It's a parlor grand, it is not a baby grand and she 
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kept it closed. The thing was backed then was to have like a gypsy scarf on the 

top of it with photographs of family or whatever, but my dad took lessons on it, 

I took lessons on it, my kids took lessons on it. 

SEVERAL 

So your parents grew up in West LA. Well, how did they meet and when did 

they did get married? 

ROURMAN 

I think that they were introduced by a friend of my father's because that man, 

his name was Bernie Gordon, he was the best man in my parents wedding, but 

these were friends from high school and so you know they were very tight knit 

back then. 

SEVERAL 

So did your parents grow up particularly religiously or… 

ROURMAN 

No. As a matter of fact, none of them had been affiliated. In fact, you know this 

is I guess what you could call a dirty little secret, airing the family laundry. My 

mother’s father, when he came to this country with his brothers and sisters, 

there were six siblings and their father who was a Rabbi had been killed by the 

______ and so the five siblings came here and they left their mother and a baby 

sister and so later on when I was a kid my grandfather was still writing letters 

to this baby sister and my grandfather never lived alone and they were divorced 

also because that grandmother ran off with another man. All this nasty stuff, 

terrible stuff that went on and you know... Let's see, where was I going, the 

question was… 

SEVERAL 

The religion… 

ROURMAN 

Oh, the religion. Okay, so that was Grandpa Epstein, that was my mom’s father 

and when he and his siblings left Russia they were communist sympathizers 

and so of course as you know the ______ and ______ and all that stuff you 

know, get out or they will kill you, just like Fiddler on the Roof. My 

grandparents were the same ages as _______'s daughters. Anyway, so my 

grandfather, Grandpa Epstein, would not allow anyone to practice religion in 

the house and he never lived alone after my grandmother ran off, always lived 

with one of the three daughters and there were three sons. And so they were 

living with my mother’s next oldest sister. She and her husband had a baby 

right away and so this husband, my uncle Leo, would dog him every morning 

for the morning prayers and my grandfather did not want him doing that, so he 

started bullying and making fun of my uncle and eventually my uncle stopped. 

When we would get together for the three major Jewish holidays, Passover, 

Hanukkah and Rosh Hashanah, my grandfather would be very gleeful, he 
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would run out and he would buy a turkey or chickens, but yet we were not 

allowed to say any prayers. We were not allowed to have any kind of 

ceremony. There was nothing said over bread, they never had challah for the 

bread, never, but yet he would run out and he would buy the poultry for the 

dinner. My mother had told me that they sent her to these communist schools 

on Saturdays and they would march in little circles waving little red flags 

(laughing). 

SEVERAL 

What was that Yiddish Kite school or ? 

ROURMAN 

I think there was Yiddish Kite mixed in with the communism. 

SEVERAL 

I mean you know the Yiddish Kite Schools they had, they represented a range, 

you know, all the way from the communist all the way to conservative 

socialists, I guess (laughing). 

ROURMAN 

Well, my grandfather was a communist sympathizer and one of his sisters 

named Nina, she and her husband were card carrying communists and they had 

been blackballed out of working in New York so they had to move out here and 

even then it was hard for him to get work. They did not have children by 

choice. Her husband was sort of a mishugina, I don’t know where they came up 

with this name, a nick name, Moyshe Pupik (laughing). 

SEVERAL 

I have heard that. So, your parents did not grow up in a religious environment 

at all? 

ROURMAN 

No, not at all. Although my grandmother from my dad's side kept kosher and 

she belonged to the Mizrahi women, but I don’t think my dad ever went to shul 

at all during his growing up. Maybe he went to them if there was a wedding, 

but he never mentioned anything about any religion whatsoever. 

SEVERAL 

Did you grow up in a religious environment at all? 

ROURMAN 

That's what's funny. Here my mother who is the youngest of six kids with a 

father who completely eschewed religion whatsoever, she was the only one. 

We grew up, my mother was a moveaholic and every year we move would 

somewhere else but within a certain area and so for the most part we went to 

this temple, the Huntington Park Hebrew Congregation, which is now no 

longer. That ended about 35-40 years ago, but my mother was very active in 

Sisterhood and my father was active with the Men’s Club, not real active, but 

you know he was President one year. 
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SEVERAL 

So your parents did affiliate. 

ROURMAN 

Yes. My mother sent my brother and I to Sunday school there and I remember 

the first Sunday school session I attended. My memory goes back to when my 

mom was pregnant with my brother, so I had to have been about 2½ because 

my brother was born right after I turned 3. The first memory I have was it was 

Sukkoth and they were giving everybody grape juice and cookies and we had to 

bring fruits and vegetables to decorate the succah and I thought it was great. I 

loved it. Then my mother started talking with me about Judaism and it was not 

long after that after that my parents took us, my brother and me to the Fairfax 

area. We went to, what was the name of that bookstore, not Simon’s, it was 

with an S or there was an S in it, anyway the biggest bookstore or whatever and 

my parents let me choose a Star of David to wear around my neck. I still have 

that. Yes, it was mother of pearl. They let me and my brother choose our own 

Hanukkah menorahs because no one in the family owed a menorah. I still have 

my menorah and my brother has his. I started Hebrew School at 9 and went to 

hador. I quit before the year was up. I got tired of it because the teacher we had 

was just nasty and he would ask, did you practice your Hebrew, Danny? No, 

one demerit for you. Did you practice your Hebrew, you know, whatever and if 

they would say, well I had Cub Scout, one demerit for you, and so when he 

would come to me, I would practice it a couple of days a week, but I thought he 

meant every single day and I lied because I did not want any demerits, so I said 

oh yes I practiced. So the next year I decided maybe I did want to have a bat 

mitzvah and I went back and they put me back in the beginners class so I quit 

altogether, but we still were active with the temple. I was a member of the USY 

as soon as I turned 13 and later on I dated all the different boys in the groups 

and I was thin and cute back then, but you know we were very active with it. 

We never went to Friday night or Saturday services unless there was a bar 

mitzvah or a wedding. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah. Did you have Passover in your home? 

ROURMAN 

Oh yes, but not with the Haggadah, it was still the whole family, my mother 

and my grandfather, we would usually go to one of the other two aunts my 

mother had. The oldest sister was named Trudy and she would have the seder at 

her house usually, but there was no Haggadah, there was no ceremony we just 

sat and did it. I remember there was no butter for the matzah. They didn't have 

margarine much yet at that time and so they kept it within kosher standards. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Did you have discussions or talk or just … 
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ROURMAN 

No. Everybody was just sitting and talking you know, just a regular meal, but 

you know with all the traditional foods, just no ceremony at all. 

SEVERAL 

How did you end up in this area? 

ROURMAN 

My husband was raised mostly in Montebello, a little bit in East LA when they 

lived with his grandmother for a while from his mother’s mother and then I 

loved the mountains and when we got married or when we met, my parents 

lived also in Montebello and I went to Beverly Hills ________ to meet a nice 

Jewish boy and he went there from Montebello to meet nice Jewish girl. We 

ended up meeting at this one party and for him it was love at first sight, but I 

could not stand him, and he decided I was the one and that next Monday, 

because we met on the Saturday night, that Monday, I was driving home from 

work and my mother, I used to drop my mother off on the way home, I picked 

her back up and I see my husband’s car and I am thinking that looks like dumb 

Paul Vernon, he is disgusting, I hope it is not him. He actually was not 

following us, but in front of us as if he was leading. That man came over every 

single night, every night for two years until we got married and he had decided 

I was the one. Eventually I fell in love with him. When we got our first 

apartment it was right behind Clearman’s Village. 

SEVERAL 

Actually, I probably should back up. I need some specific information about 

you. What year were you born? 

ROURMAN 

1948. 

SEVERAL 

Okay and where? 

ROURMAN 

In Los Angeles. In fact, my husband was born in Queen of Angels Hospital on 

the north side of the 101 Freeway. He was at Queen of Angels and I was in the 

Wilshire Temple Hospital across the freeway on the south side. We are 20 

months apart in age. 

SEVERAL 

Wilshire Boulevard? 

ROURMAN 

Wilshire Temple. It was called Wilshire Hospital and it was also called Temple 

Hospital. 

SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 



7 
 

Yeah. 

SEVERAL 

I've never heard of that one. 

ROURMAN 

It is still there. 

SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, and it is still up and running, which is surprising, 

SEVERAL 

Same location? 

ROURMAN 

Same location. Of course, they closed the Queen of Angels down as a hospital 

several years ago. I think they turned it into either a trade school or a high 

school or something. 

SEVERAL 

So you grew up where? 

ROURMAN 

Well, I told you my mother was a moveaholic, 

SEVERAL 

I guess. I should say. Right. 

ROURMAN 

I mostly grew up in Southgate next to Huntington Park and Lynnwood 

SEVERAL 

Okay. 

ROURMAN 

We would live in Southgate for a year and then we would move like to, oh 

where it is, it is near the airport, somewhere around there. We lived there for a 

year and then we would come back to Southgate for another year and then 

move elsewhere for a year. So we kept moving back and forth and that is how 

we ended up staying in that one temple. We would not be at the temple for that 

one year we were away and then when we would move back then we would 

come back to the temple. 

SEVERAL 

So you went through high school. Did you go to college? 

ROURMAN 

I have a partial bachelors degree. I went to East LA City College for a couple 

years and I studied harp support and what else did I take, art, and then I also 

went to PCC for several years and studied art and some music and then Paul 

and I met so I stopped taking classes because he was not quite finished with his 

undergrad degree and so what we did was I knew that when we would get 
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married I would have to support both of us until he finished as a teacher with 

the teaching credentials and everything. But he grew up in Montebello and they 

lived with his grandmother in Boyle Heights for a couple years till he was 

about 5 and that is when his family moved to Montebello and they stayed there 

and he went to Montebello High School and they belonged to the Montebello 

Temple and so he grew up there, but with me it was just my mom, just had us 

move back and forth, back and forth. 

SEVERAL 

So after you got married, you moved out here and you moved to? 

ROURMAN 

We lived in a very cute little apartment behind Clearman’s Village at the corner 

of Rosemead and Huntington. On the south side of Huntington there is a little 

tiny street called Lotus Avenue and there is a nothing but apartments on that 

little street and that is where we lived. So if we wanted to go to Clearman’s Inn 

we would walk to it or there was the ship, now they moved it. There is also the 

Northwoods Inn there and they originally called it the Golden Cock Restaurant, 

later they renamed it the Steak n Stein and then it did not well after that so they 

closed it down. 

SEVERAL 

When you moved out here how old were you, what year was that? 

ROURMAN 

We got married in 1968 and so that is when we started living here because I 

love the mountains. We were looking anywhere from between Montebello and 

all around the San Gabriel Valley. We looked at apartments in San Gabriel and 

in Arcadia. 

SEVERAL 

Did you join a congregation immediately? 

ROURMAN 

No we did not, but we got involved with what they called the Young 

Leadership group through Jewish Federation and it was in this valley. So I was 

the one who was more active with it than Paul was plus I joined ORT and I was 

active in that too. It just went along and then right after we had Mason was 

when we joined that Chavurah that Frank Ackerman started. That was 40 years 

ago. 

SEVERAL 

Do you know anything about Frank Ackerman in terms of his relationship with 

the Sierra Madre Congregation. I mean, that was actually before your time. 

ROURMAN 

I know that. The thing I know about that that he had told me. Because he and I, 

when we met over the phone, a friend of mine had gone to one of his services 

and she told me she found it very wonderful, so I called him on the phone to 
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find out about it and it was like we were kindred spirits and we talked to each 

other almost every single day for 25 years I knew him until he died. The only 

thing I know about that is that he said that they merged the Sierra Madre 

Temple with the El Monte Temple and created what is now Shaare Torah, but 

back then they called it the Foothill Temple and he was the one, he was 

president of the board and he made sure that everything was done the way he 

wanted it including having a swimming pool. There is no longer a swimming 

pool there just like with past PJTC, there used to be a swimming pool, but there 

isn't one any longer. Anyway, when they started doing things against the way 

he wanted it, he quit eventually. 

SEVERAL 

So when you met him he was at what became Shaare Torah? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. I did not meet him at Shaare Torah, he had already started his own. 

SEVERAL 

So he started his own while he was still a member of ….. 

ROURMAN 

No. He had completely quit Shaare Torah. He was gone, he was out of there. 

He was, even though he was very benevolent and he was a true father figure for 

me and I mean he was good to me and my kids and my husband, but I saw him 

for what he was too, and he was a super control freak. I think I could safely say 

or accurately say that he was a megalomania and yet I still adored him, but he 

was a complete control freak. So, I know he quit PJTC when they started doing 

things against what he wanted then he formed Shaare Torah and then when 

they against him there so he decided he was going to start his own. 

SEVERAL 

What do you know about the Chavurah or whatever he did start? What I have I 

from the people I've talked to about this history project about him is that he left 

Foothill or Shaare Torah and formed a storefront synagogue. 

ROURMAN 

That is true. 

SEVERAL 

And then nobody seems to know whatever happened after that. 

ROURMAN 

He named it Ahm Emmet, people of truth, and he wrote his own prayer books 

and he took the major prayers out of them and inserted them into this prayer 

book that he created and he typed it all on his manual typewriter that he had 

since before God was invented. I mean, it was very meaningful. He also wrote 

a lot of prose and poetry in it too. It was amazing and it was a storefront. 

SEVERAL 

Do you have a copy of that? 
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ROURMAN 

No, but I know some people who do. 

SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 

I could try to get a hold of it. 

SEVERAL 

That would be great. 

ROURMAN 

Eventually it grew to be about 60 or 70 families 

SEVERAL 

Did it have an actual location? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, but we ended up being moved around when they would decide that they 

were going to tear down the building then we have to move or they sold the 

building to some Chinese group, we would have to move, so they started out, 

the first service he had was for Rosh Hashanah at some bowling alley, in a 

banquet room in a bowling alley. 

SEVERAL 

Did you know which one? 

ROURMAN 

No, it was... Not Covina. I'm having a senior moment. It was in Glendora and 

then they did open up, they rented the whole top floor of some building and 

they paid rent for it. He kept the amount of money to pay for dues in the temple 

if you want to call that, the congregation, $15 a year and I don’t know how they 

were able to get the money to pay for the rent, but they just did. So this one 

man named Mel Kaplan who was a shop teacher at I think it was one of the 

Montebello High School or Alhambra High School or something like that, he in 

his woodshop class had some boys help build a portable ark and Frank was able 

to get a kosher torah and... 

SEVERAL 

Do you know how he was able to get it? 

ROURMAN 

It’s sort of a long story that was not very nice and it had to do with the 

Alhambra Temple. I think this also helped make him decide to start his own. I 

wish I could remember the name of the gift shop and book store on Fairfax. It 

was not Simon’s. It was... I'll think of it later. Anyway, it turns out that the son 

of the guy who owned the gift shop on Fairfax belonged to the Alhambra 

Temple, which I know the Alhambra Temple merged with Arcadia several 

years ago, and there was this big brouhaha that had blown up in that temple. 

Now I am only telling you what Frank told me, because I was never able to 
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check it out and I did not have any desire to, but he said that they wanted to 

change cantors or something was going on that wasn't kosher and so the son of 

the guy who owned the bookstore, it was Solomon’s Bookstore, that is what it 

was, I knew it was started with an ‘S’, Solomon’s. It was Solomon’s son; the 

cantor and the president of that temple beat him up in the back parking lot 

because he was tutoring some kid whose parents did not have enough money to 

belong. That's what it was, the parents did not have enough money to be 

members of the temple, but kid wanted a bar mitzvah and so Solomon’s son 

decided to tutor the kid himself and that is when the president and the cantor 

beat him up. Frank had been an attorney at one time, so he went to the Beth 

Dean, and Solomon’s son was suing the cantor and the board president and he 

won. I don’t know what he won. Frank, I am sure told me, but all I know is that 

he won. Solomon, the guy who owned it was so grateful that he sold this kosher 

torah to Frank for only about $1000 and you know expensive they are. It was 

an old one, but it still was fine, it was in perfect shape, so that is how we ended 

up with our own torah. I think they donated the torah after Frank died to 

another congregation, but it was pretty nasty. 

SEVERAL 

So let’s see... When you established a connection with Frank, had he already 

left Arcadia? 

ROURMAN 

Oh yes. 

SEVERAL 

And he had an already started this Amemet 

ROURMAN 

Amemet, yes. 

SEVERAL 

Yes, Amemet, and you joined about when? 

ROURMAN 

It was right after my son was born, it was 1972. 

SEVERAL 

And do you know when Frank left? 

ROURMAN 

PJTC? 

SEVERAL 

No, Arcadia. 

ROURMAN 

No. I don’t know. It had to have been not a long time between (laughing). 

SEVERAL 

Uh-oh. (Laughing) 

ROURMAN 
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I am sorry 

SEVERAL 

It's okay. 

ROURMAN 

I told you he is very, very friendly, extremely. Yes, I see you, Levi. Come on, 

sit down, hey. She is going to give you the once over and she will leave you 

alone. She marches to the beat of her own little drum. Anyway, I'm guessing 

since we joined it right after Frank started it. He started it in September 1972 

and actually we moved into... Paul, this is Michael Several. This is my 

husband, Paul. Paul: Hi Mike, how are you? 

SEVERAL 

Good, good. How are you? 

ROURMAN 

Anyway, it had to have been sometime between…. Paul: Do you want the dogs 

out again? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. Paul: Come on baby. 

ROURMAN 

They are pestering... Anyway, it had to have been sometime between '71 and 

'72, that he quit. 

SEVERAL 

Did they have... So when you established a connection, he was meeting in a 

particular place? 

ROURMAN 

Yes. 

SEVERAL 

Was he holding Saturday services? 

ROURMAN 

No. We had Friday night services on the first and third Friday of every month, 

so it is every other, and they had already established a Sunday school. 

SEVERAL 

Oh really? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, and three years after we joined, no four years after we joined, it was right 

after our youngest son was a year old by that time, and it got foisted on me, not 

by Frank, but by someone else to end up being the director for the Sunday 

school. 

SEVERAL 

Who conducted the Friday night services? 

ROURMAN 
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Frank did, and he would have three discussions during every Friday night 

session. 

SEVERAL 

Did you tend to go? 

ROURMAN 

Oh yeah we went to all of them unless the kids were sick. 

SEVERAL 

How many people usually were there? 

ROURMAN 

Even though it was a tiny congregation he consistently had 25-30 people. 

SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 

Yes and the only time there would be a Saturday service was for a bar mitzvah. 

SEVERAL 

And this was at the bowling alley? 

ROURMAN 

No. They only had the one session at the bowling alley and the rest of the time, 

the first several years was upstairs at this store front in Arcadia on Huntington. 

SEVERAL 

So you were the head of the religious school? 

ROURMAN 

And I was the music for the services. 

SEVERAL 

Playing what? 

ROURMAN 

I played the guitar and I sang. 

SEVERAL 

Okay. 

ROURMAN 

I have been, well I have retired from singing, because I injured my vocal cords, 

but I have always, you know, I took my guitar and accompanied myself on it 

and I would sing and sometimes they would sing along and I would be on the 

phone to Frank every day. 

SEVERAL 

So on the religious school they did that one day a week or on Sunday? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, it was on Sundays also twice a month, the first in third Sunday of every 

month. 

SEVERAL 

And how many classes were in it? 
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ROURMAN 

We had three classes. There was the one that I taught, which was the babies, it 

was 4 to 5 year olds and some 6 year olds, and then there were the second 

graders through I think about third grade, and then they taught the older kids 

somewhere around 5th grade through bar mitzvah age. 

SEVERAL 

Did you have many bar mitzvahs? 

ROURMAN 

Oh yes, absolutely and most of the kids if they really wanted it, Frank had, we 

had Hebrew tutors. They were usually Israelis at the beginning and then 

eventually they hired this young man, his name was Bob Kamerman he would 

be the tutor for these kids for their bar mitzvahs. He tutored both my kids and 

you know and they were chanting from the Torah. 

SEVERAL 

Did you have any bat mitzvahs? 

ROURMAN 

Oh yes, there were several. Yes, in fact, there are two young women who are, 

now they lead services for the three holidays and they do all of their research 

on the internet and one of the girls was bat mitzvahed by Frank and there were 

several girls who did it 

SEVERAL 

Wow. 

ROURMAN 

Several of them. There were more boys though. 

SEVERAL 

So how long did this congregation meet like this? I mean, you know, Friday 

nights and... 

ROURMAN 

25 years, once Frank died. 

SEVERAL 

And then after he died? 

ROURMAN 

We get together what is left of the group and it is still like 7 or 8 families or 

maybe more, and most everyone now is retired, but we still get together for the 

three major Jewish holidays. Not necessarily on the era of the night before. For 

break the fast. We get together for, you know, for break the fast, but if they 

have Passover Seder usually we time it so it is done on Friday night or a 

Saturday night or even a Sunday night and we get together for that and these 

two girls lead the congregation and it is very meaningful and they still have 

some discussions. Even though it is changed in that Frank is no longer alive, 

the essence of what he did is still there, which I find is astounding because that 
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was 40 years ago when he started it. The only reason I know is because our 

oldest son is just turned 40 in May, so my kid is middle aged. 

SEVERAL 

So I will probably go back to some of the things about the congregation as I 

kind of absorb this. But, what you know about Frank? I mean, you knew him 

for 25 years, so that was like 1987… 

ROURMAN 

Yes. He was born in 1909 and so he was in his 80s when he passed away and 

that was, he died six months after my father in-law so that was 1997 when he 

passed away in June of 1997, so that is 15 years I think. What do I know of 

him, he came from Nebraska. My mother came from Lincoln, he came from I 

cannot remember what the other one of the major cities and he came out here 

with Nina his wife. I know that his parents were very orthodox and they wanted 

him to become an orthodox Rabbi and so he went to the yeshiva and he studied 

at the Rabbinit and he decided he could not stand it and so he got pretty close to 

being ordained, but wasn't, so he decided to switch tracks and he went to law 

school. His parents were just mortified that he did that. He was a practicing 

attorney in Nebraska for several years and he decided he did not like that either 

and so he ended up going into publishing magazines specifically for the fashion 

industry, you know, the trade magazines and stuff. He bought one out and then 

eventually created two more, so there were three magazines. One of them was 

all western clothing, you know, for cowboys and stuff and I don’t remember 

what the other two were, but I know he knew what he was doing. He had a 

photographic memory and he said he never had to study, so everything came 

very easily to him. I know that he used to play basketball a lot because in 

college he was on the basketball team with the other Jewish guys who did that. 

SEVERAL 

So when you knew him he was a publisher. 

ROURMAN 

Yes. 

SEVERAL 

Where did he live? 

ROURMAN 

At that time they lived in Arcadia. I think it was, not Mountain, on Walnut 

Avenue over here and eventually after her retired it was a long lot with an 

easement on it and they had a couple of houses in the back. He worked with an 

architect and he designed what they wanted in the house and there was a 

swimming pool. They never had children. I know that they tried to have a child 

and she ended up with an ectopic pregnancy and almost died and so that is 

when they decided, they did not want to adopt any, they only wanted their own 

if they could have them. Anyway he fixed it with those houses and the house 
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that they had had built for themselves, they fixed it so that God forbid if there 

was another depression they could block off the back half of their house and 

they could rent that out and turn one of the rooms into a kitchen. He was very 

pragmatic about everything. He was brilliant. 

SEVERAL 

Where was his business located? 

ROURMAN 

Downtown LA, that is all I know. I don’t know anything else about it, but he 

was down there. 

SEVERAL 

What do you remember about Nina? 

ROURMAN 

She was a bitch (laughing). She was so nasty. Oh my God. Highly intelligent, 

but just nasty. Frank was a flirt and he flirted with all the women. He was 

always flirting and I think that he thought so highly of me made her hate me all 

the more. I remember there used to be, there was a market called the Pantry 

Market here in Arcadia where now it's Vons Pavilions and they had a regular 

butcher shop in the back so that you had to order the cuts of meat that you 

wanted and you did not have, you know, a deli type cooler. One day I went 

there, I was doing my weekly shopping and I stood right next to Nina. There 

was no doubt that she saw me. She knew I was there. She would not even say 

hello. She pretended I did not exist. 

SEVERAL 

So there was some testimony that she was extremely active when Frank was at 

PJTC. She was extremely active there too. I don’t know, you know, Mrs. 

Sisterhood, I think maybe somebody said. 

ROURMAN 

I don’t know. As a matter of fact, I never talked with her about it and Frank 

never brought her up to me. 

SEVERAL 

Oh really? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah, he never brought her up, so all I know is that she also was ... Well, I 

knew that her mother was a pharmacist and her father also was killed by the 

pilgrims. She was born in Russia, she and a younger sister Esta, and they came 

here with their mother and she worked as a pharmacist here and I know that 

when she and Frank met, the only thing I know is that Frank said she came 

from the wrong side of the tracks and all of his friends in high school where he 

played, he lettered in basketball in high school and he started going out with 

Nina and all of his friends said she is the wrong girl for you, you know, come 

and meet and nicer girls, but Frank and Nina decided they were in love and 
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they eloped when she was 16 and he was 17 and they got married. But 

according to Frank, they did not consummate the marriage and when they came 

back the parents were fuming and so they still had to live in their own parents 

houses and once Nina turned 18 then they were allowed to get married and they 

had a full scale Jewish wedding, but that is about as much as I know about her, 

just very little. She was nasty to most of the women in the temple and she hated 

the kids. She was just vicious to the kids. I am guessing that maybe she 

hardened her heart towards them because she could not have any. I don’t know, 

I am just guessing. 

SEVERAL 

Did they have a Sisterhood? Did you have any other type, you know, did you 

have committees that you joined, you know ? 

ROURMAN 

No. Frank was the head of everything. 

SEVERAL 

(Laughing). So what kind of participation was there? I mean, was it just 

showing up for the Friday night services? 

ROURMAN 

Yes there was showing up for the Friday night services and when there would 

be the Jewish holidays they would, you know, they would get the women 

together and everybody would cook together, but then Nina did not like letting 

the other women in to help. She was so nasty. But there was no sisterhood, no 

B'nai B'rith with the men. They just had the Sunday school which I ran and you 

know, and sang for services, that was about the extent of it. Everybody took 

turns who was going to bring the goodies for the Oneg on Friday nights and 

people took turns. Eventually we ended up, we were in a Masonic Temple over 

in Alhambra for several years and some Chinese group bought it out so then we 

moved to the Elks Lodge in Arcadia on Foothill and then we were there for 

several years and eventually it was sold out to more Chinese, and so then we 

started meeting at homes. And then, oh gosh, you know, I had gotten into one 

discussion with Frank about the Bible and you know, exactly what happened. 

He was incredible at research, absolutely incredible, so I asked him, I said, do 

you think you could give some Bible study lessons and he said sure, so he 

started doing his research and he had an encyclopedia Judaica and they were 

fascinating. I learned more from him than I had ever learned from any other 

Rabbi or any other Sunday school that I had been to. 

SEVERAL 

Where did he have these? 

ROURMAN 

Usually in his apartment. 

SEVERAL 
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So this was separate from… 

ROURMAN 

It was separate from Amemet 

SEVERAL 

Yeah. 

ROURMAN 

I think it was on the Friday nights or Saturday nights that we did not have 

services. 

SEVERAL 

Did he have any other classes that he taught? 

ROURMAN 

No. 

SEVERAL 

Did the membership of Bademet, 

ROURMAN 

It was Amemet, 

SEVERAL 

Amemet, decline over the years as people... during the 25 years... 

ROURMAN 

Ummm, a little bit. A little bit. It went down. At one time I think we had 50 

families and lots of kids and then it went back down to about 20-25 families 

and even the last service that he led there were still 20 people, 20-25 people, I 

mean they came. It was different than other services you would ever go to. We 

would always say the Shema and they would always make sure that there was a 

Kaddish, the Mourner's Kaddish and the regular Kaddish. He would always 

make sure that we would sing the basic songs, shalom aleichem at the 

beginning of the services and I would sing several other during the course of 

the services and it ended with ____, so it was very similar. Very, very similar. 

What he would do is he would have three discussions. Two of the discussions 

would always have to do with something that was within the nation, or actually 

it was worldwide, with how Jews were being treated and the discussions would 

go with how the Jews should react and what went on and then the third 

discussion was always the drash for the week or _____ torah and we would 

discuss that too. And so the sessions were always two hours and they started at 

8:00 and end by 10:00. No, I take that back. They started at 7:30, it was an hour 

and a half, and they would end at 9.00. 

SEVERAL 

This would be the service and the discussions? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, yes. The discussions would take part in between the few prayers that were 

made. 
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SEVERAL 

As far as the Torah... You didn't read the Torah? 

ROURMAN 

No. The only time they took out the Torah to be read from was bar and bat 

mitzvahs and High Holy Days and then some friends who were members of 

Shaarei torah, Hava and Ephraim Ben-Zvi,; Hava is retired, she was the head 

librarian for the Federation Library for 25 or 30 years, maybe it was 30 years, 

she was the head librarian and she since retired, and so every High Holy Days, 

both for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Hava would read from the Torah 

and Ephraim would spot her with the book and they did not chant at all, but 

Hava has this beautiful voice and so when she would read from the Torah it 

sounded like she was reading a beautiful book and the way she would do it 

conversationally it was just... I could listen to her for hours. It was like she was 

sitting and reading a story for everyone and she would put expression into it. It 

was amazing. And then whenever we did have the major prayers, Ephraim was 

the one who would lead the Shema, he would lead the Mourner’s Kaddish, I 

mean any of those things Ephraim would lead it, but for Torah reading Hava 

did it and Hava is a member of PJTC, a lifetime member from Shaarei Torah 

SEVERAL 

So, let's see... Ephraim was participating only on the High Holy Days, right? 

Otherwise it was Frank who was doing it. 

ROURMAN 

No, no, no. Ephraim lead the prayers on Friday night. 

SEVERAL 

Oh, he did? 

ROURMAN 

He lead the prayers, but Frank would lead everything else. 

SEVERAL 

Which would be the discussions. 

ROURMAN 

Right, right. He would even go into some discussions about, I don’t know 

where he got the information from, I think he must have gotten it out of the 

Jerusalem Post and what is it, the Jewish Journal and other things, and he 

would even bring up discussions about when there would be something where 

they had to go to the Beth Dean to have it a adjudicated like divorces or getting 

a _____ or whatever, and he would read about it he would bring those up for 

discussions and he would not tell the congregation what the final decision by 

the Beth Dean was until after it was just right at the end then everyone would 

say, so what happened, and he would tell us. 

SEVERAL 
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During the time you were associated with Amemet, were you also a member of 

any other congregation? 

ROURMAN 

No. As a matter of fact, right after Frank died in June, I started looking around 

to see what other temples had choirs because I could not stand to go songless, 

Judaically speaking. I mean, I had been in several different, I have been in lots 

of different choirs, community choirs, and then a professional choir, and then I 

found out that there was a choir at Beth David and led by Mimi Hazelcorn at 

that time and then the choir here at PJTC led by Judy Sopher and I decided to 

go with PJTC because it was a larger choir. The one down at Beth David, there 

were maybe 8 or 9 people. It was tiny and I wanted to go with something that 

was larger. 

SEVERAL 

Were other members of Amemet members of congregations? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, all after Frank died. 

SEVERAL 

Oh. But how about before? Do you know I mean? 

ROURMAN 

Most of the people who joined Amemet was for various reasons. For instance, 

there is one couple who is still very involved with Amemet, she was born a Jew 

and he was not. In fact, he was not even circumcised. But he took over 

teaching. He is Serbian, but he was American born and their last name is 

Jovanovich, Alan and Janet Jovanovich. Alan taught the oldest class and he was 

amazing. I mean, he is more Jewish than his wife is. They tried to join PJTC 

and they were turned away because Alan was not a Jew and did not convert and 

so they tried Arcadia and they were turned away again from there too. 

SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. They were also turned away from Alhambra and so when Frank started 

this congregation they joined Amemet because we had quite a few families 

where one parent was not Jewish and had never converted, so I would say at 

least 50% of the children in the Sunday school were from those disaffected 

families. 

SEVERAL 

There is a high percentage of members, of family units of PJTC.... 

ROURMAN 

Well, there are now. 

SEVERAL 

Oh, that's rather recent? 
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ROURMAN 

Yeah, because what happened was they had been complaining, there aren't any 

Jews, where are all the Jews, and you know, things were falling apart. There 

were fewer and fewer Jewish children and so finally they had, I am guessing 

they had to really take a good hard look at themselves and realized that if we 

don’t take in these children where one parent is Jewish and wants them raised 

Jewish, the whole Jewish family, you know, the population of Jews in this 

Valley was going to become nonexistent. Because now when you go into the 

Sunday schools and the Hebrew schools and everything you will see the faces 

of children; Chinese, Mexican, Black, you name it, it is all there, but they are 

Jewish children. They are being raised as Jews, which I think is the way it 

should be. 

SEVERAL 

This is America. 

ROURMAN 

Yes, and there is a melting pot in this country and especially here in Los 

Angeles, it is a huge melting pot. You better believe the orthodox would not 

touch these couples, these families with a 10 foot pole, like Chabad, so ... 

SEVERAL 

Well, let's see, I better make sure I've got everything 

ROURMAN 

Okay. 

SEVERAL 

Let's see... Did you have any fund raising events? 

ROURMAN 

Yes. Yes, there were fundraisers. I remember one time they had a Las Vegas 

night. 

SEVERAL 

Did they do this at the same place? 

ROURMAN 

At the store front place. Another time they had, Frank wrote a play and he got 

the temple members, there was a board, but Frank (laughing) what Frank would 

do, my husband was president one year and Frank claimed that there was a 

constitution for Amemet, but I had never seen one, everyone I knew had never 

seen one, and so one night they are having a board meeting, Paul was there and 

my husband was really strict about Robert’s Rules of Order, he knows it 

upwards and downward, sideways, you name it, and so Frank is leading this 

discussion that is going on with the board and so somebody wanted to change 

something and Frank said, well that is not what the constitution says and so this 

person was arguing with Frank and so Frank said to my husband, he said, Paul, 

you know that is what it is says in the constitution, you have read it. Paul said, I 
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have never seen the constitution, not ever, and Frank went back and forth with 

Paul about that. Paul said I have never seen one, not ever and so after that when 

Paul’s term came to an end, Frank make sure that every, when would have the 

Yom Kippur services, he would line up all of the past presidents and the current 

president and he would leave Paul out for passing the Torah from one to the 

next. Paul did not care, but he would always leave Paul out. 

SEVERAL 

So with Frank dominating everything, what did the board even discuss? 

ROURMAN 

I have no idea, but I know that they, you know, they did have one fund raiser a 

year. 

SEVERAL 

They did. 

ROURMAN 

And that would pay for the, there was not any operations that they were paying 

for because everything was volunteer. I did not get paid for being the director, 

nobody got paid for anything and they used it to pay for the books for the 

children in the Sunday schools and they used the money for paying for 

insurance for the Sunday schools and insurance for the congregation in case 

anybody should trip and hurt themselves and that is what they used the money 

for. 

SEVERAL 

How about, you mentioned one fund raiser, can you recall any other fund 

raisers? 

ROURMAN 

The one was where they get Las Vegas night, the second on I remember was 

where he wrote a play and it took place at his house and it was silly and stupid 

but everybody got kick out of that. 

SEVERAL 

Who were the actors and actresses? 

ROURMAN 

The people that he was the fondest of. 

SEVERAL 

(Laughing) Oh, were you in it? 

ROURMAN 

Of course! I was still young and thin and cute at that time. 

SEVERAL 

How about the social events, you know, dances, or lectures, bring someone 

from outside to speaking or … 

ROURMAN 
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No. Everything was by Frank and for Frank to be able to dictate to everyone 

what he wanted. He made it so that he could run it, you know, that was the 

extent of it and it was, you know, they got, the people got along very well with 

each other, but it ended up turning into a family unit and the people who are 

still part of it, still it is like a family. In fact, so much so that when each of my 

boys was bar mitzvahed, independent of knowing the other one said this, I had 

them sit down to start writing their thank you letters for the gifts and I will 

never forget, each boy did the same thing, for Ephraim and Hava, because they 

were first, they came to it first like we did from the very beginning, and each 

boy said, Dear Uncle Ephraim and Aunt Hava, and I said they are not your aunt 

and uncle. They thought everyone from this group were relatives. 

SEVERAL 

Interesting. 

ROURMAN 

They thought this was family, which I think is amazing and they were floored 

to find out that they weren't, because even now when someone would die Frank 

would, you know, he would serve and lead the Eulogy and everything. When 

there were baby namings, he did not do the bris, but we did baby namings and 

so everybody was there for the baby naming and when there were bar mitzvahs 

everybody was together, for the three major Jewish holidays we were together 

and we even all got together, a lot of us for Thanksgiving and for the 4th of 

July. I mean, the group moved together like a family for all intents and 

purposes. It was amazing and to this date we still, I think there are still 8 or 10 

families who were the basic core and we call each other all the time and see 

each other. 

SEVERAL 

This group that developed like this, I mean, was Frank part of that or was the, 

you know, this group kind of developed out of the congregation? 

ROURMAN 

No, he was part of it too. For instance, when my oldest son graduated college 

for his undergraduate degree, I had a huge party here and everyone from 

Amemet was invited including Frank, but Frank was not feeling good, he was 

sick by that time, Nina had developed dementia and she was in a full care 

nursing home just to about a block away from where they were in their 

retirement home. Frank and Nina, everybody were together for all of these 

things, and as a matter of fact, and another one we still get together for New 

Years Eve. 

SEVERAL 

Did you do that then, too? 

ROURMAN 

Yes. 
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SEVERAL 

Frank would be there too? 

ROURMAN 

Yes. I mean, it was amazing. When anybody’s kid would get married, you 

know, Frank would usually be the one who performed it, and in fact, he wrote a 

letter to Jerry Brown who was Governor the first time when he first formed 

Amemet, to find out if he could legally marry and bury people and he got back 

a letter from them that as long as we had these certain parameters and he was 

leading services on a regular basis then he was considered clergy and therefore 

it was legal for him to marry people. It was like one family. 

SEVERAL 

I mean it sounds like, the thought just occurred to me that perhaps this is what 

Frank always wanted. 

ROURMAN 

I think that is what it was. If he is looking down from up above, he must be 

smiling because we still get together and they still use some excerpts, you 

know, they will use the photocopies, they removed them from the little prayer 

books that he made, but I know that some people have several of them. 

SEVERAL 

It is kind of the family that maybe he never quite had in this case. Unlike PJTC 

or Arcadia, he was with this for 25 years. 

ROURMAN 

That’s right. I mean he was there, he was there for the long haul, and the fact 

that we still stick together and this was his brain child, which I think is 

amazing. We usually have for the different dinners, once in a while we have 

had it as low as 12 people but for the most part we have close to 20 people. It is 

just, I mean it is amazing and that we have stuck together like family and that it 

is gone on for 40 years just … 

SEVERAL 

Amazing. 

ROURMAN 

I know, and the thing is, he was a very controversial person. He loved playing 

devil’s advocate and I have been told by people that when he was president of 

PJTC he tried to run Rabbi Galpert out, that is what I have been told. 

SEVERAL 

Right, right. That is the story I heard and that is why he left. 

ROURMAN 

They would not get rid them and so that is when he went over there … 

SEVERAL 

To Sierra Madre. 

ROURMAN 
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Right . 

SEVERAL 

And immediately became president there. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah, he did not waste any time. He was able to and as much as I adored him, 

he was also severely racist. Oh my God, if he would see a black person walking 

on the same side of the street as he was and they were walking towards him, he 

would cross the street so he did not have to go near them. He hated the fact that 

basketball had become almost entirely black and he hated the fact that most of 

football had become, you know, heavily black. I mean, he really hated that. 

SEVERAL 

How did he feel about Asians? 

ROURMAN 

About who? 

SEVERAL 

Asians. 

ROURMAN 

Not as bad, not as much as he did not like the, umm... He was okay with Asians 

up to a point 

SEVERAL 

Hispanics? 

ROURMAN 

Not too fond of them, but he outright hated blacks, just tremendously racist, 

and you know, that is when he would became an Archie Bunker kind of person. 

There were some families, there was this one family where the wife converted 

from Mormon to Judaism, they could not have kids of their own so they 

adopted two black kids who were in the foster system and Frank, you know, it 

was fine with him if they wanted to come Sunday school and they had both 

children named and Frank would keep saying, instead of just saying their 

children, David and Tasha, instead he would say the adopted children of I 

cannot remember their last name, Zucker, it was the Zucker family, it was just 

really... 

SEVERAL 

Let me make one other run through here. This was, I think, this was like a... Do 

you think you can get any kind of documents? 

ROURMAN 

I will try to see if I can get a hold of one of them. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah, I mean anything, any paper, you know, about this. The reason why I am 

interested in this, you know, with these various things with these mergers that 
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have taken place and now looking at the history of PJTC is really the history of 

the entire western San Gabriel Valley. 

ROURMAN 

That’s right. That's what it has come down to. 

SEVERAL 

You know, this is a little story that it is part of this history. 

ROURMAN 

Yes it is. 

SEVERAL 

Part of the Jewish history of the western San Gabriel Valley. 

ROURMAN 

Yes. You know, it is funny because after he died this woman named Sally 

Rowan, Sally and George, her husband was George, they belonged to the 

Arcadia temple and Sally was his secretary at the temple and she was his 

executive secretary at work in Downtown LA... What was I going to say about 

that, it had to do with it. What was the question? Oh, about the western San 

Gabriel Valley. I hate when I cannot remember, about to say something and it 

leaves my brain. 

SEVERAL 

I know it well (laughing). 

ROURMAN 

You know, it's called a senior moment. What can I say? 

SEVERAL 

Either that or a Rick Perry moment. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah, yeah, (laughing). Anyway, what was I going to say about Sally. Sally 

was the one who became Frank's executrix and she found some 8 x 10 glossy 

photos of the PJTC when they built the social hall and the first sanctuary. The 

sanctuary was ironically named Frank Ackerman Sanctuary. 

SEVERAL 

Was it really? 

ROURMAN 

Yes it really was, it was named after him. Of course, I am sure he make sure 

that it was named after him. 

SEVERAL 

I have never heard that. 

ROURMAN 

Either that or he did it to rankle Rabbi Galpert. But anyway, there was a photo 

session they had. I think it was the architect. 

SEVERAL 

We have those. 
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ROURMAN 

You have those photos? Well, I gave them to Jean Fingerhut. 

SEVERAL 

Oh okay, okay. 

ROURMAN 

And they were with her and Frank and the Rabbi and this man that I am 

guessing was the architect and they just finished the building and so they put it 

on an easel in the foyer, asking does anybody know who this mystery woman 

is. I never heard if they ever figured it out, but there is other than that, you see 

nothing of Frank Ackerman at PJTC. I know that people either loved him or 

they hated him with a passion. 

SEVERAL 

This is like, it kind of reminds me, here is my story... 

ROURMAN 

Yes. 

SEVERAL 

All I heard was negative things about Frank Ackerman, nothing good, nothing 

good, you know, they said he was always president, that he tried to get rid of 

Galpert and he did not and he left in a huff, went to Sierra Madre, left in a huff 

there, set up a store front and nobody ever knows what happened to him. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah, and I am the only link you have got to find out what happened. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah, so, you know, over the years we have accumulated testimony of people 

and so on, and they were, some of them were quite favorable. 

ROURMAN 

Towards Frank? 

SEVERAL 

Yeah, so I don’t even remember what prompted me, but I started writing these 

articles about Frank and lo and behold, you know, people had really good 

positive memories of Frank, what he did, you know, his accomplishments. One 

person said, you know, there was the show of the building and it was going 

nowhere, Frank came in and completed the project. Then I wrote the article 

about his departure and I want to take that to... I need some filling out about his 

story of his involvement in Sierra Madre and Arcadia. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. 

SEVERAL 

I need this part of his story, but what was obvious though, there was enough 

that I had that he was the driving force between the merger of Sierra Madre and 
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El Monte, he was also the driving force for constructing the building and 

buying the land, you know. 

ROURMAN 

He was the one who made sure that the grounds were already paid for because I 

am sure you must have heard that the land that Shaarei Torah is on is owned 

outright now by PJTC, but it was owned by Shaarei Torah and when they 

merged with PJTC, now PJTC owns it free and clear and that is why, I am 

positive that is why they decided to give the members of Shaarei Torah lifetime 

membership without having to pay because of this property. 

SEVERAL 

Aapparently the Sierra Madre Temple was called the Foothill Temple Center, 

or something like that before the merger. 

ROURMAN 

That is right. It was called Foothill Temple that I remember 

SEVERAL 

Yeah and they bought property as I understand, I am not quite sure, but it 

seems like they bought property in Alhambra before the merger. 

ROURMAN 

Oh really? 

SEVERAL 

This is, I guess they were planning on moving, I mean this is I don’t know, I 

am just this is an assumption on my part. There are some people I want to 

interview that may be able to fill in the story, 

ROURMAN 

Yeah, you better hurry up because... 

SEVERAL 

I know (laughing). 

ROURMAN 

People who are older than you and I... 

SEVERAL 

(Laughing) This is a real problem because the people who probably know are 

dead and there are some people who are my age, they may have been too young 

to know. 

ROURMAN 

I remember when they had that huge board meeting about Judy Sopher and the 

board was there and everybody and screaming and chatting. I went to that and I 

was afraid they were going to start throwing chairs or you know, decking each 

other something, but I remember Marilyn Fingerhut coming to podium and she 

stated that she wanted them to know that she was backing the board no matter 

what their decision was and she said that the only other time that she had ever 

seen this kind of dissention was when Frank Ackerman was in charge. 
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SEVERAL 

Really? 

ROURMAN 

Yes, and I was surprised in one way and not surprised in another because of the 

fact that Frank was good at fermenting dissention and he did it in order to get 

his own way and he was very good at that. 

SEVERAL 

There was one congregant whose name I will not mention, came up to me after 

I the two articles were published and she was somewhat livid about Frank, in 

negative way, I mean. 

ROURMAN 

Of course. 

SEVERAL 

But I am not even sure if she was here at the time. 

ROURMAN 

Well I noticed that even though there are missing photographs of past 

president, you know, going around Roman Hall and Frank, it is as if he never 

existed. 

SEVERAL 

Well actually, that reminds me of a story I wanted to say. So, I get this negative 

stuff and I write these articles and there were positive things, you know so, and 

they have all the presidents, there is not Frank Ackerman. 

ROURMAN 

That is right, 

SEVERAL 

And it occurred to me this is like the Soviet Union. You know, something is on 

the out and it becomes a non-person. 

ROURMAN 

That is right. It is as if they never existed. I know, it is really funny. You know, 

right after Frank died and Sally gave me these photos to give to PJTC , she said 

I want you to call them and let them know that Frank died, and so I did, and 

what is funny is they treated it as if he was my father or a relative, because I 

always get the yard site card to say Kaddish over him and so I do, I say 

Kaddish over him automatically every year. 

SEVERAL 

Does he listed on the...? 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. 

SEVERAL 

Really? That is good. 

ROURMAN 
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Yeah. I mean what they are going to do, wipe his name off of that, you know? 

He was like a father to me and I adored him and so I say Kaddish and even 

though I adored him, like I said earlier, I saw him for what he was. I mean I'll 

never forger just before he died, before he ended up having to go into hospice, 

he says to me one day, Linda, I am going to tell you something I have never 

told anybody else, I said okay. He said I am egotist. I said, Frank I already 

know that and it was as if he did not hear me.. He says no, he said, seriously, I 

am an egotist and I said Frank I know that and he told me several times, even 

weeks later (laughing) and I would always answer it by saying I already know 

that (laughing). 

SEVERAL 

I never met him and I know that (laughing). 

ROURMAN 

I mean that is just the way he was.… 

SEVERAL 

Well I really appreciate time you have given, the frankness you talked about 

Frank and it has been a very, I think an important interview of, an important 

person who, you know... 

ROURMAN 

Some people would wish was a non-person. 

SEVERAL 

You know, he apparently, I mean you've just got to say with everything, he had 

an impact on the Jewish community in... 

ROURMAN 

And that impact has lasted more than 40 years. It has probably been more like 

60 or 70 years. 

SEVERAL 

Oh yeah, from the time he came to Pasadena and joined 1952, I think it was or 

1954. 

ROURMAN 

Yeah. 

SEVERAL 

Well let's see. 

ROURMAN 

I hope… 

 
Parent Institution | TEI | Search | Feedback 

 
Date:  

This page is copyrighted 
 

http://www.tei-c.org/
http://www.tei-c.org/
http://www.google.com/
mailto:feedback

