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1.1. SESSION ONE FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

SEVERAL 

Today is February 14, 2012. I am Michael Several and I am with Ernie 

Robinson and we are going to conduct the oral history, particularly focusing on 

the last 40 years when he has been in Pasadena, but we do have some 

preliminary questions. Normally I ask questions about grandparents 

immigrating to United States. Now I have heard that you were born in Egypt. 

So how did you, what’s that story? Your family had been in Egypt for 

generations or? 

ROBINSON 

Well my mother’s family headed by her father, my grandfather, _____ was his 

name. The family name was Polani. He took the family from Jerusalem where 

my mother was born and when her mother was born and my uncles and they all 

went to Kader, it was called the ruin. There was a shul. Anyway, to make a 

long story shorter, there were some bad times. I am told that one of our 

relatives, I am not sure what their connection is, but she had died of starvation. 

This was in the 20s I guess, maybe before, and he took the family to Egypt 

because that’s what happens when things are difficult in Israel or in Palestine, 

they go to Egypt. Abraham went to Egypt, Jacob went to Egypt, Jesus went to 

Egypt, and my grandfather went to Egypt and they settled in Alexandria. My 

grandmother was a strong and industrious woman and she hired a bunch of 

Arab ladies who would take in laundry and this was a commercial venture. The 

English Air Force, the Royal Air Force had a base in Abu Khair, which is the 

coast of Alexandria and my grandmother spoke English and my mother, they 

were all multilingual, all of my aunts and uncles were multilingual, and so my 

grandmother discovered that the contract for the laundry at the RAF Air Base 

was about to be let, so I am told that she herself and the people responsible 

bought suitable gifts and got the contract for the laundry. Once that happened, 
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the fortunes of the family just turned for the better and we lived in, I remember 

the high ceilings but maybe because I was small at the time. But anyway, I 

have vague memories of Alexandria. I was born in Alexandria. 

SEVERAL 

What’s the date of birth? 

ROBINSON 

1936. 

SEVERAL 

Okay. 

ROBINSON 

I was born in Alexandria, but our home was in Israel at Petah Tikva and so we 

would travel back and forth. My aunts and uncles would travel back and forth. 

It was like a long commute, you know like from here to San Francisco. It was 

an overnight train ride, so there were frequent visits and that was in 1936 when 

I was born. When I was 3 years old, in 1939, my father decided to come to the 

United States. It’s kind of the equivalent of my grandfather going to Egypt, and 

we were supposed to follow him and then the war broke out so he was in 

United States and we were in Palestine at the time I’m referring to.The 

Palestinians of that era were the Jewish newcomers, or the Jewish settlers, the 

descendants, the continuing arrival of immigrants. Let’s see, before he migrated 

to the United States, his sister and brother-in-law, his brother-in-law was a 

pharmacist, they came to United States and went to Portland, Oregon and I 

don’t know what the reason other than economic opportunity I guess. So he 

opened the pharmacy and a drug store and my father when he came to this 

country came to Oregon, lived with his sister, worked for his brother-in-law 

and taught Hebrew on the side. At that time they were developing a network of 

Hebrew schools and he went to Oregon for the Portland Hebrew School 

Association. I forget what it was called. 

SEVERAL 

Was that a _____ organization? 

ROBINSON 

I suppose it was some kind of federation, but in any case, so he was a Hebrew 

teacher, a bar mitzvah teacher, he was a writer, but he could not make a living 

as a writer. He was a correspondent for an Israeli newspaper. 

SEVERAL 

Which one? 

ROBINSON 

That one was in the early days, I suppose in the early 40s. I have some copies 

of the articles that he had sent to the newspaper and they printed. Anyway, so 

we came after the war was over and we queued up for the quota, I guess it was 

the quota for Palestine and eventually we came to this country in late 1946. 
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SEVERAL 

Okay, now I want to back up. How did your family end up in Jerusalem? Your 

great grandparents, did they make Alliya from Eastern Europe? 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know. I know that my grandfather on my father’s side came to Israel as 

a small child so he grew up in Israel. He must have come in the late 19th 

century so he must have been the part of Alliya at that time. I don’t know 

where he stems from and so he became a land broker and he built the first stone 

house in ____. We lived across the street from _____ Shapira who was famous 

throughout the country as a leader in the _____, The Guardians. They were 

looking to have the security services, although they were not called that but that 

was the equivalent, put into the hands of Jewish people instead of Arabs. The 

Arabs half the time were conniving with the thieves and so there was a long 

struggle to pay a decent wage and a bunch of young Jews, most of them from 

Russia by the way, began to emulate the Arab ways. They had horses, they had 

decorations on the horses, they venerated horsemanship, they had guns and 

they didn’t hesitate to use them. Although at that time of course, the Jews were 

a minority, a small minority, but the Arabs never united against the Jews. It was 

always between the local Jewish community and the local Arab community and 

the head people of the two communities would meet together and if there was a 

crime or someone stole a cow, they negotiated and they had an appeasement 

ceremony. In Arabic it’s called Sookha, it comes from the word Sikha which is 

Hebrew for forgiveness or I beg your pardon, so that was the relationship in the 

late 19th century or early 20th, right up until the war of independence. 

SEVERAL 

What do you remember about Alexandria and Palestine during those first 10 

years before you came to the United States? 

ROBINSON 

Well I remember the carriages which were the equivalent of taxis in 

Alexandria. 

SEVERAL 

They still have them. We were there. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know if they still have them. For the tourists maybe. 

SEVERAL 

We were in Egypt two months ago and you know you get out of, we didn’t go 

to Alexandria, but we went to Luxor and we stopped at some small towns that 

were on the boat going down the Nile, and it’s not just for tourists. Those are 

the transportation. It is incredible how kind of primitive, backward it is 

economically. 

ROBINSON 
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Well, Egypt I think it has a population of over 70 million so it’s the largest 

Muslim country and its Sunni as contrasted to Shia, and so for that and other 

reasons it has the biggest army for example, it has the most experience in 

warfare because they fought the British and then they fought for the British, but 

this was part of the British colonial enterprise especially after the first World 

War in the early 20s, so the British virtually ruled in Egypt. They had 

essentially total control in Cyprus. The northern part of the middle east was a 

major faith between France and Egypt because France being an ally wanted the 

benefit of the success and so they wanted a claim in the middle east so they 

were given a mandate on Syria, but the Syrians revolted and they threw out the 

king that the west put in who was the son of the Sharif of Mecca. The Sharif of 

Mecca was an antagonist to King Saud, the winner of that antagonism was 

King Saud. The Sharif was dealing with the British ostensibly heading up the 

Arab revolt against Turkey who was an ally of the Germans and he was looking 

for a regal future for his three sons, Abdullah and I don’t know what the others, 

it will come to me, but Abdullah eventually was given the, became the Emir of 

Trans-Jordan which was a country carved out of the desert by the British and 

given as a reward to the Sharif by having his son become the Emir. Abdullah 

became the Emir and then when he died his nephew Hussain became the king 

and was a king for a long time, he died in relatively recent times. His son also 

named Abdullah is now the king of Jordan. He changed his name in 1946 from 

Trans-Jordan, so after the war of liberations as we call it, when Abdullah with 

the help of the Arab Legion was trained by the British and officered by the 

British was the one army of the 5 or 6 armies that invaded after 1948 that had 

some success. They occupied what is now called the West Bank, but it was 

occupied by the Arab Legion who came from Trans-Jordan and fought against 

the Jews like the army of Iraq, there was an army in Lebanon, the Egyptian 

army, the Saudi army, all of these guys came together but they could not 

cooperate. That’s the nature of the Arab. 

SEVERAL 

What do you remember about, during the war, the Germans were. 

ROBINSON 

We were bombed by the German. I remember the air raids. The house across 

the street was hit by a bomb and all the windows in our house were broken, 

everything. It was like Crystal ____ after the 1938 in Germany; well this was 

our small version of Crystal ____ 

SEVERAL 

Did you have a bomb shelter in the house? 

ROBINSON 

We went in the basement. My mother carried me. I remember being carried and 

we repeated the _____ again and again. 
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SEVERAL 

Did you, during a war were you going frequently back to Palestine by train? 

ROBINSON 

Well there was a period where you couldn’t travel because it was all military 

roads and military traffic and so on, but we did get back to Israel while the war 

was still going on and the British army was massing for a counter attack to 

Ramallah. Ramallah has gotten as far as ____ before the supply line was so 

stretched that it forced them to stop and so that was the battlefield for when 

Montgomery took over. The previous general has been demoted or reassigned 

or something and Montgomery was brought in to head the counterattack and he 

waited until he had a massive advantage in artillery, a substantial advantage in 

manpower and so on, and then the counterattack started and it was just a matter 

of time before Ramallah was pushed back so it could be taken. 

SEVERAL 

So when you came to United States in 1946, you went to Oregon. 

ROBINSON 

Well we came to New York. We were met by friends of friends. I was a citizen 

because my father was a citizen when I was born. He had come to this country 

for the first time in the 20s, he was a young man and he stayed here until he 

was, I guess you have to stay 5 years before you become naturalized, so he 

became a naturalized American citizen and he went back to the home country 

and two old ladies had made a ____ so he met my mother and that worked out 

and so they got married in 1935. 

SEVERAL 

What were their names? Your parents names? 

ROBINSON 

Robinson? 

SEVERAL 

First names. 

ROBINSON 

I told you my mother’s family was named _____. 

SEVERAL 

The first name? What was your mother’s first name? 

ROBINSON 

Sylvia. 

SEVERAL 

Okay how about your dad’s first name? 

ROBINSON 

He was Abraham. That’s my son’s name now. There’s a plaque on the 

memorial wall. 

SEVERAL 
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So you’re in New York. You are a citizen. Did you have brothers and sisters? 

ROBINSON 

No. 

SEVERAL 

So you’re a citizen, then what? 

ROBINSON 

Well I came to this country. We took a train across the country. I experienced 

snow for the first time, came to Oregon, Portland. My father, I remembered 

him vaguely. I was just 3 years old when he left and he in the meantime bought 

a little house for us so we had a home and I began school. I couldn’t speak a 

word of English. 

SEVERAL 

What was your language, Arabic? 

ROBINSON 

Hebrew. We were Palestinians. Palestinians spoke Hebrew in that day. 

Anyway, so I went to school and gradually learned the language and gradually 

improved my marks. 

SEVERAL 

So did you have any Jewish education at that time? 

ROBINSON 

Well in Israel, of course they teach you in a public school art, history and the 

bible, but they were religious school where you had to go for _____. I had in 

Tel Aviv where we lived, after my father left and we were still living in ______ 

and I don’t remember exactly what happened, but anyhow, we eventually 

ended up living in one room on the top of a multistory building in an industrial 

quarter of Tel Aviv. This building was owned by my grandfather. So that’s 

where we were and I went to the local school which I walked to. This school 

was what you would say orthodox or relatively orthodox, so that meant I had to 

go for morning prayers and recite this one and so on and so forth and the 

teachers checked to see if your fingernails were clean and if they weren’t you 

had to go home, befriend the lady across the street for letting us clean our 

fingernails and then go back to school. Anyway, these are trivial things. There 

was an incident where the British soldiers wore red berets and we called them 

______, which translated to poppies. There are the poppies. They came to my 

school and there was a squad of them and they came hoping to find someone 

that they would engage and I saw one soldier lie down on the ground and set up 

the brand which is an automatic rifle and we were all very scared because it 

was during the wartime and we didn’t know what was going to happen. Then 

they dug up the marble slabs that made up the walkway and they found 

weapons underneath, so someone must have told them about this and they had 

their eye on our school. That was the one thing I remember that was dramatic. 
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Anyway, at that time the little boys were organized into youth groups and I was 

part of a youth group that was being taught what was the scouts were, tying 

knots, living in tents, carrying out instructions from the various sources and one 

of those activities involved pasting up posters or flyers that told what the 

situation was from the underground point of view. There were several different 

underground groups at the time. The _____ was a semi underground group, the 

______ which were ________’s group, they were militants, and then the _____ 

were even more nationalistic and then there was another group, the stir gang 

who actually was robbing banks, they were extremists and each of these had 

some ____ of youth to make up for their losses. People from the _____ group 

that assassinated Lord Moyen. Lord Moyen was the British high commissioner 

for the Middle East. That happened in Alexandria, maybe in Cairo, don’t 

remember anymore, but two fellows from ____ went to Egypt and they 

assassinated Lord Moyen and they were captured. Apparently they did not have 

an elaborate getaway plan and they were hung and that happened again years 

later when the British were there and the mandate was about to expire, the ____ 

was active and ____ at that time was most militant group and the most 

powerful group in terms of effectiveness. I remember when the King David 

Hotel was bombed and it was a flashy hotel. 

SEVERAL 

It still is. 

ROBINSON 

There was a warning even. ______ wrote about it in his book called “The 

Revolt”. We were kept under house arrest at various times depending on the 

situation between the underground and the British, if there was something 

going on. I lost a second cousin in what was called the Knight of the Bridges. 

____ was the instigator here, but he apparently belonged to whichever group it 

was and they engaged in a fire fight and he was killed. 

SEVERAL 

Let’s see, when you came to the United States, did you have any Jewish 

education then? 

ROBINSON 

No. 

SEVERAL 

Were you bar mitzvahed? 

ROBINSON 

I was bar mitzvahed. We belonged to a shul. 

SEVERAL 

Oh you did? 

ROBINSON 

Yeah of course. ____ 
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SEVERAL 

Not necessarily, I did. There were hardly any Jews. 

ROBINSON 

The family was I would say relatively traditional and so we belonged to a shul. 

I did not go to Sunday school. 

SEVERAL 

Actually you didn’t need to study Hebrew, you knew it. 

ROBINSON 

Yeah I was trained by the rabbi who taught me how to chant the _____. 

SEVERAL 

Did your family light candles on Friday night, did you regularly attend Friday 

night or Shabbat services? 

ROBINSON 

We certainly went for the holidays. It was a bus ride from where we lived in 

Portland to where the shul was so I don’t think we went every Friday night, but 

we went frequently let’s say and I was learning how to speak English and I was 

making friends. I made my best friends in those days, one of my best friends 

who died a couple of years ago. 

SEVERAL 

It’s amazing having friends that long from high school. 

ROBINSON 

Yeah well so. 

SEVERAL 

Going forward, you went to? 

ROBINSON 

I went to a catholic university in Portland. The university was a small school, 

had a good reputation and had an engineering school and so I picked up after 

graduating high school and I went to The University of Portland. I learned to 

say Our Father’s and Hail Mary’s. The brothers who were teaching the classes, 

some of them were lay brothers and others were priests. The order that ran the 

school was Holy Cross and they were a teaching order, and you know they 

would make little jokes like what is not kosher about this equation, Mr. 

Robinson? That’s right, Mr. Robinson. Yes Father, this is right. 

SEVERAL 

Did you encounter any anti Semitism? 

ROBINSON 

I did in the early elementary school years. Someone called me a kyke and I 

didn’t know what that meant so I am asking everyone what’s a kyke, and they 

said it’s a derisive name for Jews. But why is he calling me that? Because 

you’re Jewish. What did I do? I don’t know. Anyway, so that was the anti 

Semitism that I remember. 
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SEVERAL 

And going to a catholic school was like? 

ROBINSON 

It didn’t make, didn’t leave any marks on me or cause me any psychological 

problems. 

SEVERAL 

And other students accepted you and it was good. 

ROBINSON 

I went to high school and the high school was US Grant High School, which 

was a middle class student body. A couple of my teachers were Jewish, my 

social studies teachers Mr. Rickles, he was called Red Rickles. 

SEVERAL 

Politics? 

ROBINSON 

Well he was left wing. 

SEVERAL 

Red didn’t come from red hair, it came from... 

ROBINSON 

Then there was El Diamo who was my French teacher. Anyway, I had a mixed 

experience in high school. I had two groups of friends, one group was studious 

smart kids, the brains, and the other was the hoods, and I floated between those 

two groups. 

SEVERAL 

What was the attraction of the hoods? Were you a hood? 

ROBINSON 

The hoods were people I skipped school with because they were willing to do 

that. 

SEVERAL 

So when you skipped school what did you do? 

ROBINSON 

We played golf or whatever. They did some other things that were 

reprehensible. 

SEVERAL 

So during that time when you were in high school, your family was still 

members of congregation, you went to High Holidays. Were your parents 

involved in the? 

ROBINSON 

My father was involved in training the kids for bar mitzvahs. When I was old 

enough to drive, I would drive him because he didn’t have the psychology to 

drive. 

SEVERAL 
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You have to be an American for that. 

ROBINSON 

So I used to drive him and I met these kids who were my generation and the 

families welcomed my father. He was treated very cordial, he was paid for his 

time. I didn’t think anything of it. 

SEVERAL 

After you graduated from college, did you get a Master’s degree or Doctorate 

degree? 

ROBINSON 

Well I had started on my post graduate work before I got my Bachelor’s 

degree, so I got the bachelors degree in mechanical engineering and after I 

finished my course work, I started my working career at Lawrence Radiation 

and I worked on my thesis while at Lawrence Radiation. I think it was one or 

two years later that I got my Master’s degree and the Masters was in nuclear 

_______. 

SEVERAL 

How long did you work? When did you start working at Lawrence Radiation? 

ROBINSON 

1959. 

SEVERAL 

And you worked there till when? 

ROBINSON 

10 years, 1969. In 1969, I thought if I stayed here any longer, I would die in 

this miserable town. I was the first president of the Jewish congregation at 

Liberal Hall. I remember when my friend Harold Rouffel and I, I was elected 

president, first of all I was elected to teach Hebrew then I was elected to teach 

bar mitzvahs and then I was elected president. 

SEVERAL 

Were you involved in the formation of the synagogue in ____? 

ROBINSON 

Of course. 

SEVERAL 

I imagine there must have been quite a number of Jews working at the 

Lawrence radiation lab. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know. In the beginning I think we had 15 or 20 families, not 20. 

Approximately 15 families and they were paying $5 to $10 a year dues. Then 

they elected me president and I decided I was going to raise the dues to $10 a 

month, so I went around and I bribed people to support it. I bribed one lady 

saying you can be the director of education at the school and I need your 

support, so on and so forth. So we finally raised the dues and built up a little 
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sum of money and Harold and I went to look for a place to buy. We looked at 

some churches and there was a Pentecostal church, very small, probably the 

main hall was one and a half times size of this room if that big. It was a 

Pentecostal church who owned next door properties, so we decided to find 

someone to buy these properties and we could buy the church. We found a 

builder and he essentially bought the two properties and built some rentals. He 

built some houses and he sold them or he rented them something like that and 

that’s how we got the title to the Pentecostal church. Then I dealt with the shul 

in ____ or Hayward, somewhere in there. Zucker, Rabbi Zucker, his relative 

Ovid Zucker was an engineer at the lab. Anyway, he agreed for us to buy the 

old fuse that he had replaced for some number, I didn’t know why he didn’t 

give it to us but he was that kind of a guy, pay me $15 or pay me something. 

We got the lectern and my father who was at that time an employee of the 

Jewish Education Association in Portland had connections with all sorts of 

shuls. He arranged for one of the shuls to donate the Torah and so we got a 

Torah and we built an ark. Some of us could read the Torah.. 

SEVERAL 

How about the rabbi? 

ROBINSON 

There was no rabbi. I was the rabbi. I didn’t presume to be a rabbi, but I was 

essentially. We got by without a rabbi. 

SEVERAL 

Did you conduct services in the conservative, reformed, or? 

ROBINSON 

Conservative because that’s what Zucker was and he liked prayer books. So I 

got my shul supplies from the shul in San _______ or wherever it was. Then we 

had the Sisterhood and the Sisterhood was very active and we had school, and 

the kids went to school. I taught Hebrew and in the beginning before we bought 

the shul, we used what was then called Dania Hall, so apparently the Danish 

people had communities and they owned buildings, so we used the one room in 

Dania Hall which had a stove in it. The reason I remember that that is important 

because some people from the Jewish federation came to visit us in Livermore 

and he was so taken by this scene, saying it looked like he was in a _____ this 

was the ____. 

SEVERAL 

As you described it that’s what I was thinking. 

ROBINSON 

That’s what it looked like. It’s a place to teach. 

SEVERAL 

Especially in the winter when it’s damp. 

ROBINSON 
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At that time I had a motorcycle. So whoever did the right thing got a ride home 

on my motorcycle. Although why the parents agreed is beyond me. 

SEVERAL 

When did you get married? 

ROBINSON 

We got married in 1958, I guess. 

SEVERAL 

So you met your wife when? 

ROBINSON 

Well that’s another story. So I went back to Israel. I went back because my 

father was active in the Jewish _____, The Jewish Welfare Fund and he was 

_____ which means perpetual ____ is like fund, but the direct translation of the 

word means horn it comes from the same source. So the reason that horn is for 

fund is because of the cornucopia. Anyway, the Jewish Welfare Fund and my 

father made arrangements for me to go to Israel as part of the Jewish Welfare 

Fund youth group budding leaders or whatever. So in 1956 I think it was, I 

went to Israel with this youth group. So to go to Israel, I went to New York by 

train and then I went by ship from New York so I had to go onto the ship which 

was the SS Israel, by the way. On the ship were these lovely ladies, but one in 

particular attractive lady, so we made connections and we stayed together for 

the 10 days on the ship. She had just graduated college and had begun to teach 

or was beginning to teach or something of the sort, and so we agreed that at the 

end of the summer we would meet again in New York and that’s how it began. 

SEVERAL 

How sweet. 

ROBINSON 

So then we corresponded when I went back to Portland. I was in graduate 

school and that winter she flew out to the west coast. I don’t know, it was 12 

hour flight, I don’t know how long it was. 

SEVERAL 

It depends on what kind of plane. 

ROBINSON 

Well it was a four engine, like a DC-6. 

SEVERAL 

I would think it had to make at least one landing in Chicago or something. 

ROBINSON 

But it had to be like a 10 hour flight or more. So anyway, she came to Portland 

and we got engaged and then she went back to New York and I went back to 

school and then at the end of the school year I drove my parents to New York. 

So we drove across country, we got married and then I went to graduate school 

at the University of Washington, so we drove back across country and headed 
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up to Seattle and I went to graduate school, all this time trying to dodge the 

draft. 

SEVERAL 

I remember doing that too. 

ROBINSON 

She got pregnant and somehow that and my being in a critical skill of some 

sort, whatever it was they gave me an academic deferment and so we could 

breathe easy. I got my Master’s degree and we spent one academic year in 

____. She was teaching because she was a graduate teacher and had one year’s 

experience, in New York of all places. It certainly made her qualified for 

_____. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah, I can imagine. So in 1969, you were ready to leave Livermore and is 

that, where did you go from there? 

ROBINSON 

I went to Chula Vista. Chula Vista is south of San Diego and I went there 

because I got a job at Rohr. Rohr was basically a sheet metal bender. 

SEVERAL 

They made the after burners. 

ROBINSON 

Well, they made the thrust reversers. The so-called target type thrust reversers 

and nobody else was making those, so they had what you might say, a corner 

on the market. Boeing was making the, what did they call them, they reversed 

the flow of the engine. Anyway so that was that method or these things that the 

two halves closed and the engine blasted off and that’s why they are called 

target thrusters. They were cheaper but heavier than the Boeing kind, so for a 

while the Boeing company had both types of thrust reversers and I could 

always tell when I was looking there whether this was a Rohr product or not. 

So I went to work for Rohr in the structures development group because after 

all I had a Master’s degree so I was elite, but the working conditions were so 

entirely different from what it was in the lab. 

SEVERAL 

Well the lab is kind of an academic atmosphere. 

ROBINSON 

Yeah, not only that, it was plushy. I mean I had my own office. I had my own 

computer. Perks you might say. They weren’t regarded as perks, but they were 

perks and at Rohr I had no perks. I had a desk and the desk had a book shelf on 

it. I had a phone on a swinging arm that I shared with my next door neighbor 

who was right there next to me and I had another neighbor on the other side, so 

I had you know maybe 100 square feet of my own space, if that much. On the 

other hand, it was technically challenging because you have to make money for 
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the company, you have to contribute something, otherwise they can’t afford to 

pay you. They did more than meet my salary at the lab when I left, but anyway, 

so I worked at Rohr. 

SEVERAL 

Were you member of any congregation down there? 

ROBINSON 

Oh yeah we belonged to a congregation. There were some members who came 

across the border from Tijuana. The Jewish community in Tijuana would come 

to the shul in Chula Vista. I don’t know if I taught Hebrew there or not I can’t 

remember, I don’t think I did. But the shofar, of course we had to blow the 

shofar in Livermore and the shofar that my father would send down for us to 

use had these tiny little holes that were impossible to blow, but we sort of 

managed. In the meantime, gathering experiences, so when I got to Chula Vista 

the rabbi said that he needed a shofar blower. I said well let me try. What kind 

of shofar do you have? So he had two shofars. The golden one the yellow one 

and a black and white one and both of them had a big mouth piece, you know 

that fit fine and were easy to blow. Toot. So he says you are the shofar blower. 

Along comes Rosh Hashanah and I blew one shofar and then I picked up the 

other shofar and I blew that one too and out came these pure notes and he was 

so impressed, so he says take which one of these shofars you want. So I take 

the yellow one. That’s it right there. That’s what I blow here. And if I am in 

good form, it’s the loudest shofar that you will hear in this shul here. 

SEVERAL 

Now knowing this I will pay attention. 

ROBINSON 

Anyway, so that’s how I came to blow shofar here, it all started in Chula Vista 

or before. So I earned my shofar. Then something happened at work and my 

boss calls me in. I was the lead engineer, there were some 4 or 5 engineers you 

know that I was leading as a group and he says we have to lay off one of your 

people. Now I had never, this is after being working for 10, 11 or 12 years 

never had a lay off before, I didn’t know what it was. I was shocked. So I said 

what do you mean we have to lay off? He said well we have to cut back. I went 

into vice president’s office and I said what are we doing here? I am sure he 

thought I was crazy but he humored me and he said pipe down. Now that I 

think back on it, it was a bizarre thing to do but I was indignant. So then I took 

my group out to lunch and I told them, I said we need to lay off somebody but 

if we’re each willing to take a 16% cut we can avoid having a lay off. Not one 

of them was willing to do that. They said no, take the lay off. Well let’s see, is 

there someone here who can accept it because they want to go back to school or 

whatever. There was a young guy there and he said I will take the lay off. 

That’s how I handled the first one and there was a second one. The second one 
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was taken by an older person who was ready to retire and that was all I could 

take because I just felt like I couldn’t take it anymore. So I heard of a job 

opening at JPL, so I came up here and applied and was hired. I left Rohr, and 

Rohr was sorry to see me go. They said so and I said okay let’s stay friends and 

I went to work at JPL here. We bought this house in 1969, two years at Rohr 

thereabouts, 1971, and JPL yeah something like the early 70s, and so then I 

worked here. 

SEVERAL 

What projects did you work on JPL? 

ROBINSON 

I worked on development. We worked on advanced materials for rocket 

nozzles, advanced fiber composites. The carbon fibers were first invented by 

Royal aircraft establishment labs, just like the British who flew first plane, only 

they did not account for the fatigue character of the alloys and these were 

blowing up in the sky, coming up apart and that killed the jet aircraft for BOEC 

and then Boeing came in with the 707 and they had made the right adjustments 

so they didn’t get cracks growing out of the windows and the 707 was 

successful. At that time, Lockheed had the 880 I think. Conveyer had 

something. Anyway there was bunch of different jet airliners in the early days, 

all of them taking horrendous chances but trying to cash in and then 

consolidation began and so on and so forth. 

SEVERAL 

When you were working at JPL, you weren’t working on a specific probe or 

anything. 

ROBINSON 

No I was working on technology. 

SEVERAL 

Which then would be applied. 

ROBINSON 

Materials technology, proportion technology, things like that. So I worked on 

fiber composite materials in the early days, especially for carbon fibers. 

SEVERAL 

So during that time you joined PJTC? 

ROBINSON 

We joined because our children were young. 

SEVERAL 

Did you do any temple shopping? Did you look at other temples? 

ROBINSON 

No. What happened is when I came up here on a Sunday, I brought the family 

with me and we stayed at the Highway Host on Colorado. It’s still there, the 

motel. It was Hanukkah so I went looking for the local shul. I just assumed 
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there was a local shul and sure enough there was. And I went in to buy candles 

and they were having a Hanukkah community dinner and the first person I met 

was Marcia Alpert. 

SEVERAL 

Oh, what a good person to meet for the first time. 

ROBINSON 

Oh yes. And I met Rabbi Galpert who impressed me because he was scholarly. 

Later on I find out that he translated ____ into English and he also had 

published some Chernikowski poems that were published in a Jewish magazine 

of some sort. Anyway, so they invited us to stay and we agreed, so we had our 

Hanukkah dinner at the shul and various people came over and introduced 

themselves. It was a warm congregation, at least that’s the way it felt. Then at 

the time when I was commuting, the family went on to Chula Vista and during 

the week I was up here living in the real estate broker’s home who wanted to 

keep me on a leash. Now we had agreed that I was not obliged to buy from her, 

but she insisted I didn’t have to pay, so there an implicit connection. Anyway, 

she showed me this house and at first she showed me houses in ________ and 

then she showed me houses in Sierra Madre. We kept driving back and forth 

through this place that she never showed me a house in, so I said well how 

come we don’t look in here, what is this? She says to me that is __________, 

you don’t want to live there. I said why not? She says, well they’re having 

integration problems. I said why did they integrate? For the school, is that why 

they integrated? That’s where I want to live. So she showed me this house. 

SEVERAL 

How many kids did you have? 

ROBINSON 

At that time, well Danny was born just about a year not quite, I think he was 

conceived during the time we left Chula Vista. He died early this year, he was 

38. He was our baby, so at that time we had 4 and they were all in the Sunday 

school here, the Hebrew school, the day school whatever. Danny the baby, 

when he was ready he started out at Chandler School which was a private 

elementary school and then he went to Flintridge which is a private high 

school. Debbie went to New York and at that time, they did not have any 

worthwhile things for gifted students, so if they were gifted they were enrolled 

in UCLA as freshmen, so she spent one year when she was supposed to be in 

high school being a college student. So the only up shot of that is she didn’t 

qualify for a freshmen scholarship when she went to Berkley because she 

already had a year at UCLA. 

SEVERAL 

So you came here when the Pasadena school system was desegregating. What 

do you remember about that? 
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ROBINSON 

Well I remember when Matthew came. We had kids at various schools, junior 

high, elementary, and Debbie was in the new junior high and Matthew was at 

local elementary school just a couple of blocks away. He comes home one day 

and he asks his sister, he says do you have all kinds of kids in your class? And I 

thought this was wonderful. He was experiencing the so-called real world and I 

remember that incident, so I was already favorable to the idea and actually the 

price we paid for the house was the going rate for a middle class house, maybe 

it was a little bit less I don’t know. The people who lived here had moved out 

and it was vacant for a long time, but we got this place for like $48,000. It was 

more than I could afford by my criteria. 

SEVERAL 

Apparently the desegregation conflict caused divisions in the temple. 

ROBINSON 

Oh, I wasn’t aware of that. There was a meeting and apparently it was 

broadcast live, this meeting having to do with desegregating, busing, I don’t 

remember what the subject was. I got up and I gave a little talk that ended up, I 

think this is a good thing going and we should keep this good thing going. So I 

spoke in favor of whatever it was the controversy at that time. I didn’t get 

involve in the temple politics. Those friends that we had that were also 

members of the PJTC were so far to the right of us that we didn’t talk politics 

with them. 

SEVERAL 

You joined the temple. 

ROBINSON 

Again our kids were in school, we had a motivation. 

SEVERAL 

Still you got involved in the temple. 

ROBINSON 

I got involved in the temple, right. In the beginning. First of all the shofar 

blower told them he was not going to do that the next year. 

SEVERAL 

Who was that do you remember? 

ROBINSON 

Phil Friend was the man who was blowing shofar, he was an old man. Today I 

am the old man. Anyway, so I volunteered and I told them I was experienced, 

had a shofar, will travel. Anyway so they said fine you blow the shofar and 

then I said at that time, there was a student or assistant rabbi I guess, his name 

was Mindich. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah I wanted to ask you about him. 
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ROBINSON 

And Mindich I guess taught the bar mitzvahs. We had a cantor, cantor Breen, 

his wife is still there, he died, and cantor Breen taught the bar mitzvahs and 

then I don’t know somehow or another I was asked to teach the bar mitzvahs. I 

had experience and I agreed and so people would come here in my living room. 

I had somebody here almost every night of the week. One year I taught I think 

22 bar mitzvahs. There was one bar mitzvah done by twins. 

SEVERAL 

Did you do any bat mitzvahs? 

ROBINSON 

Well it’s interesting as you ask because my daughter Debbie who was 14 or 15 

at that time, she saw what was going on and she comes to me and said Dad, I 

would like for you to teach me bar mitzvah. I said I would be delighted so I 

taught her and basically we would chant and rehearse the talk and so on. So I 

taught her and I think that she or Ruthie Katz now Ruthie Sandra Drushner, I 

call her Ruthie Katz, one of those two was the first one that was bat mitzvahed 

in this shul, so Debbie was one of the first two. 

SEVERAL 

What do you remember about those bar mitzvahs? Were they on Saturdays? 

ROBINSON 

Yeah. 

SEVERAL 

Okay, because at some point some of the early ones were just on Friday night 

in the ‘60s. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t remember that. 

SEVERAL 

Actually I think that was maybe in the early 60s, before you came. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t remember. It might have been. 

SEVERAL 

So the first person that you actually trained as a female was your own daughter 

for a bat mitzvah? 

ROBINSON 

There were some other bat mitzvahs. I don’t know whether or not they came 

before or after as far as the training is concerned, but for example, Elaine 

Weiss, Sam Langholz’s daughter I think was one. It’s all very vague. All I 

remember was that it was a lot of work and occupied a lot of time. 

SEVERAL 

I can imagine. 

ROBINSON 
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But I felt that I was doing a mitzvah. 

SEVERAL 

Yeah. How long did you do it? 

ROBINSON 

Certainly for one year. Then, who was the guy who went to Memphis? He 

came here and was, he taught my son. I can’t remember his name because I am 

losing my memory, but Mindich was here as an assistant rabbi and then he left. 

SEVERAL 

Do you know anything about why he left? 

ROBINSON 

Mindich? No. Maybe he felt he was in the shadow of Galpert. Galpert was, 

well Galpert also had friends and enemies in the congregation. He was 

easygoing, too easy going , but he was a scholar and we gathered in his home 

and he would tell us Jewish jokes, Yiddish jokes. 

SEVERAL 

Now one of the things actually I wanted to ask you about was Galpert, but 

before that I want to ask you about the cemetery committee. 

ROBINSON 

Oh yeah I was chairman. That is to say I was a volunteer of the cemetery; there 

was no committee to speak of. 

SEVERAL 

Did you take over from somebody? In fact yesterday I saw something that 

Lewis B. Silver was head of the cemetery committee in like 1968 or something 

or 1965. 

ROBINSON 

Lou Silver was around when I was here, but I don’t remember is how his was 

being involved in the cemetery committee involved me. I can’t remember 

exactly the circumstances under which I became the chair. I think they 

announced we had an empty spot does someone want to volunteer. Anyway I 

became cemetery committee chairman. 

SEVERAL 

Do you know who the person was who held it before you? 

ROBINSON 

No I don’t know now. I knew then. 

SEVERAL 

So you became, took over the cemetery committee. 

ROBINSON 

Yeah I took over the cemetery committee. At that time, we had plot at Sinai. 

No, we had a plot at Home of Peace and I was looking to expand and Home of 

Peace did not have anymore room so I started to explore and at that time during 

my tenure as chairman of the cemetery committee, I was looking around and 
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Art Taos became president of the congregation so he and I somehow or another 

visited Sinai or we talked about Sinai, and then I ran a survey of how many 

people are willing to have grave sites that are over and under, you know two 

and I got some kind of response, I forget what it was but a goodly portion of the 

congregation was favorable to them. How many would accept four level burial, 

almost no one did and how many would accept vertical burial, all this was to 

preserve plots. You know, somehow the idea of the vertical burial sounds 

almost ludicrous, but still it’s a technique to preserve land. At that time the 

orthodox cemeteries were set up in such way that you did not walk on 

someone’s grave. Today, you look at Sinai, look at others, it is no longer a 

sacred thing that you don’t step on someone’s grave. I mean we have a funeral, 

we’re all over people’s graves there. At first I was very uncomfortable with that 

because I had never experienced that until I came here, but you know we adapt. 

SEVERAL 

So what were your duties as the chair? 

ROBINSON 

My duties were when someone died in a hospital, I remember when the 

Langholz brothers, their father died. I went over there and I told them that here 

is what needs to happen. Here are the options you’ve got. Do you want burial 

shrouds or do you want him buried in a suit or whatever, a kosher coffin has no 

nails in it and is unadorned, don’t spend your money. I tried to prevent people 

from spending money unnecessarily because it’s a time when you got to make 

decisions without proper deliberation. So then I remember when Ruthie Gulkis, 

the daughter of Sam and Margie, she went unconscious and finally was brain 

dead and they had to declare her brain dead and I came to them and I said I am 

here to help you and we formed a bond. Margie and I bonded and I think that 

while I was chairman, I believe that when established a custom of having 

everyone put three shovelfuls into the grave and so we buried Ruthie Gulkis 

and naturally it made big impression on Margie. 

SEVERAL 

She was buried where? At Sinai or? 

ROBINSON 

She was buried at Mount Sinai. We have a couple of different areas in Mount 

Sinai, so I think that’s where she was buried. I don’t know where else she 

would be buried. I tried to buy a dedicated piece of land at Rose Hills and Art 

didn’t like that place, too far. 

SEVERAL 

Now we have one. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know, I haven’t followed. We have Rose Hills? I don’t buy that. 

SEVERAL 
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That happened when Marshall Katz was president, I guess in the 1980s or 

something. It was an effort to set up a plot for all the synagogues of the San 

Gabriel Valley. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t remember anything about that. I was disconnected. Anyway, so I did 

look into Rose Hills and there was another cemetery between here and there 

that’s somewhere in ____ I don’t know, but he turned it down and so I didn’t 

press it. We went, I don’t know if we bought over and under burials or not. It 

seems to me at that time it would have been cheaper for us per site and I don’t 

know if when we arranged to buy some territory at Mount Sinai whether any of 

those grave sites were dedicated to over and under, double burial but my son is 

buried in a double burial in _______. 

SEVERAL 

I interviewed Hy Vego and among other things we talked about the cemetery 

committee when he was the head. I guess he still is. He said something about 

buying the plots for X amount of money and then selling them I guess kind of 

like a profit which would still be below what Mount Sinai was charging. I 

mean, Mount Sinai would charge say $3000 for a plot, the temple may have 

paid $2000 and then would sell them to a congregant for $2500. 

ROBINSON 

I was against making a profit on a cemetery plot. I said you know you could 

make the money, I wanted the money from the memorial plaques to be 

cemetery money so that would give us the ability to buy the next round of 

burial places, but anyway I didn’t win any of my battles as a cemetery 

chairman. They didn’t want to do anything for me. 

SEVERAL 

Did you have to maintain any kind of records when you were head of the 

committee? Ledger sheets showing up? 

ROBINSON 

I can’t remember keeping any records other than the formal ones. I also made 

arrangements with Chever Kadisha to take care of the funeral for us and that 

was the cheapest way to get buried was to go to Chevra Kadisha. 

SEVERAL 

What is that? 

ROBINSON 

That’s the burial society. In the old days each community had a burial society. 

What the burial society did was if someone died they took care of guarding the 

body, washing the body, putting shrouds on, building the coffin, and 

conducting the funeral. And there is a Chevra Kadisha here in Los Angeles, I 

remember calling up the rabbi and telling him I am a cemetery committee 

chairman and I did not like Malinow and Silverman. I did not like it because 
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they somehow got involved when my mother died here while we were overseas 

in Israel. I was lecturing there and we had a telephone call towards the end of 

my obligatory period of time in Israel. I got a call that my mother had a stroke 

and either she was in the hospital or she died and so we immediately made 

arrangements to leave Israel and come back to the States. I came back and 

Malinow and Silverman which considers themselves to be the preferred funeral 

home for PJTC, and I said you know you are not the preferred, I would go with 

anybody that could provide for my needs for my congregants need and I had 

some kind of altercation with Malinow and Silverman, so I tried to stay away 

from them any way I could. I tried to have people stay away from them. 

SEVERAL 

So when somebody dies and is to be buried in Mount Sinai, doesn’t Mount 

Sinai do that, the preparations for the burial? 

ROBINSON 

They have facilities and whoever does you funeral, if you want the body 

washed and watched over, they can provide that service. Everything is at a cost, 

but in the case of Evelyn’s father when he died, I am trying to think of a name 

but I can’t think of it. But this guy who trained Danny for his bar mitzvah and 

was the teacher of bar mitzvahs after I had, maybe not after I disengaged, but 

just before I did disengage, he volunteered to wash Charlie’s corpse and they 

allowed people who were qualified to do that and he did that. 

SEVERAL 

Is Malinow and Silverman still around? 

ROBINSON 

Well we have their calendars. 

SEVERAL 

So what would happen; somebody dies, somebody will contact them to come to 

Mount Sinai to do the preparation, is that how it works? 

ROBINSON 

Well no. Anybody designated as far as I understand can go to Mount Sinai. So 

in this case, what’s his name, I can’t think of his name. He is a rabbi now, 

before he was only a cantor. He replaced Breen when he died and that was, 

what was his name, I cannot think of it. Julian? He went to Memphis and got 

his rabbinate and now he has a congregation and he is the one who trained 

Danny and we brought him back from Memphis to perform the wedding 

ceremony. There is a picture on the rug table there, that’s Danny’s wedding and 

cantor Julian. He was such a good bar mitzvah teacher, I am telling you. He 

really gave you insights. I used to sit in on his lessons with Danny and I learned 

a lot. 

SEVERAL 
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There are two sections in at Home of Peace, there is a temple B’Nai Israel 

section and there is a PJTC section. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know anything about that because I had no burials that I knew of. Well 

if I had a burial, maybe I didn’t attend them. I know very little about Home of 

Peace. We have some friends who are buried there, so we have had occasions 

to go there, but I don’t know much about how that works. 

SEVERAL 

I wanted to ask you about Rabbi Galpert. Did you go to Friday evening services 

often or what was your? 

ROBINSON 

Our main interest in the shul for the Sunday school for the kids, for the bar 

mitzvahs. My oldest son was bar mitzvahed here, my oldest daughter was bat 

mitzvahed, my second daughter was bat mitzvahed here and Danny was bar 

mitzvahed here. 

SEVERAL 

So you didn’t regularly go to Friday night services or Saturday morning 

services? It wasn’t a regular affair; I mean periodically you would go? 

ROBINSON 

I imagine that when we had the bar and bat mitzvahs, the person participated in 

the Friday night services and the Saturday morning services. 

SEVERAL 

Do you remember any sermons that Rabbi Galpert gave dealing with the 

political issues at the time? 

ROBINSON 

I just remember how impressed I was with him, without any specifics. I 

remember on Yom Kippur there was an opportunity for the congregation, the 

members of the congregation to go up and do a reading or whatever. So one 

such year, I had this magazine, the equivalent of the Jewish Journal in those 

days, in which he had a translated Chernyakhovsky poem, Guv, which he 

translated to hump in English and the hump is a hump in the field that is the 

overlay of a buried massacred Jewish person and now it is just a hump from 

which it weeds and the flowers were growing and it may get hit by the clouds 

or something, that sort of image. So one Yum Kippur, I stood up and said I 

want to read a poem and I want to read in Hebrew and then I am going to read 

it in an English translation. While I am doing this, the rabbi is sitting in the 

chair back next to the yard, and he doesn’t know what’s coming and I read it in 

Hebrew and I hear some stirring back there behind me and then I read the 

English translation. He was telling whoever was sitting next to him, he didn’t 

understand it. And then I said this translation was done by Rabbi Galpert. Now 

let me tell you, there is another connection. When my parents found out that the 
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rabbi of the congregation was Galpert, my mother told me, we were at his 

wedding because he married a Fine family, picked a girl from the family Fine 

who was a rabbinical family in Portland and she said we were at his wedding, 

and so I told Rabbi Galpert this and he went to look at the wedding book and 

there was Abraham and Sylvia Robinson, small world. Anyway, he was a most 

likeable person, affable, gentle, intelligent, well educated. Anyway, so. 

SEVERAL 

He had Wednesday night lectures or a lecture series and so on. Did you go to 

those? 

ROBINSON 

I am sure I did, but I have no recollection. 

SEVERAL 

I came across these names of some I do not know, clubs or something of PJTC 

and nobody seems to remember what they were, but I am going to ask you. 

Clubs of Eminence. The Rashi Society. The _____ Society. Let’s see, in 

addition to the, did you serve on the board of the temple? 

ROBINSON 

I had no interest in temple politics. I do not know how I got to be cemetery 

committee chairman, but I have regarded that that was a mitzvah because of my 

involvement with the bereaved people at the time of bereavement. I got a call 

from the hospital that someone just died and I would go to the hospital and tell 

them you need to make some decisions, let me guide you through. 

SEVERAL 

What was your involvement after the cemetery committee, you were working 

with the Sunday school, were there any other committees or projects that you 

were involved in? 

ROBINSON 

I would go to board meetings as the cemetery committee chairman and lobby 

for some money to be able to leverage what we get from selling the plots and 

get turned down. 

SEVERAL 

About how long were you on the cemetery committee? 

ROBINSON 

Six years I think. So from the early 70s to the late 70s, I guess. 

SEVERAL 

These questions about non Jewish involvement and various things. Are you or 

were you a member of any professional organizations? 

ROBINSON 

One time or another, yes. Engineering associations, the AIAA, American 

Ceramics Society, that sort of stuff. 

SEVERAL 
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Were you an officer of these? 

ROBINSON 

I was an editor of General Materials Science, one of the AIAA journals. I was a 

member of the Rocket Propulsion subcommittee or a committee of the AIAA as 

the aerospace corporations designated member. As an editor of the journal, I 

turned down more papers than I published. 

SEVERAL 

But that’s admirable. 

ROBINSON 

I don’t know. I think I had been overly critical. Here comes our time clock. 

SEVERAL 

Do you attend any cultural events, theater, opera, concerts? 

ROBINSON 

Yeah, we went to San Francisco Opera and learned that we should not go see 

Denny C opera because they put us to sleep. ______ I still remember that. You 

know they do this opera behind veils so everything is fuzzy and the music is 

fuzzy, but we both love opera and we went to see some budding singers when 

they came to Livermore, for example Leontine Price came out here as a young 

singer and we went to listen to her and thought she was terrific. 

SEVERAL 

And she was. 

ROBINSON 

And she was. I remember that was a good thing to do, a good program when 

they had those community concerts. Then as I mentioned, there was this group 

in Livermore and they did Men for all Seasons and the setting was the local 

Presbyterian Church. 

SEVERAL 

Were you involved in any kind of political activities? 

ROBINSON 

Well we organized a youth group in Livermore and it was called The Group 

and at that time it was the unionization of the farm workers. So we traveled out 

to _____ and we met Delores ______ who was seriously injured by a beating 

she got. I don’t know if you are aware of who she is. 

SEVERAL 

Yes, I know who she is. 

ROBINSON 

And we brought, well first of all we got press passes for Dana ____, so we were 

going out and gathering information for some stories to be published in The 

Independent Journal. We split up with corresponding youth group members or 

group members and we interviewed various officials. So one of the kids and I 

interviewed the local police chief, we brought some food and we also 
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interviewed the leader of the, I guess it was the Filipino farm workers. They 

were the ones who first started the strike and then they were joined by the 

Latino farm workers and pickers and that’s how it spread. I remember we got 

that story down and it was printed in the center spread of The Independent fish 

wrapper, so that was one thing. I ran for school board in Livermore. 

Fortunately, I didn’t make it. I was followed by people as I was doing precinct 

work, who were telling the houses where I left that I was a socialist and I 

wanted to bring black kids to Oakland to school in Livermore. I was looking 

for sister school arrangements, but I scared a lot of people. I had for my 

campaign manager, a teacher who was also controversial, Abe Feinberg. We 

just got a postcard from him. He published a book and I ordered it just out of 

sentiment. 

SEVERAL 

Have you been involved in any kind of political work here in Pasadena? 

ROBINSON 

Well like I say, I went to the live broadcast of this meeting having to do with 

the immigration here, whatever. 

SEVERAL 

I mean have you worked in presidential election campaigns, stuffing 

envelopes? 

ROBINSON 

I stuff envelopes at the shul, I am a volunteer at the shul. In fact, today was my 

volunteer day. 

SEVERAL 

Do you have any temple documents or any photographs or anything else? 

ROBINSON 

Well I have photograph of the shofar blowers. 

SEVERAL 

Oh, you do? Would it be possible, can you make a Xerox copy of that or a 

photocopy for our records? 

ROBINSON 

Let me show you what I’ve got and you can pick and choose. Oh, I forgot we 

are on camera. 

SEVERAL 

Actually, I think we may have run out of battery. 

ROBINSON 

Yea, this went longer than I thought. ---------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

[What follows is part of the conversation prior to the beginning of session one 

on February 14, 2012. It is not included in the audio recording.] 

ROBINSON 
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So yeah the first year that Martin blew, he showed me that he had cut his lip 

and the shofar had blood in it and his mouth had blood in it. I mean he was so 

determined that he actually pushed too hard or whatever. Anyway, shortly 

thereafter is when we left the shul, after Galpert died. 

MRS. ROBINSON 

We left when Julian left. When David left. 

ROBINSON 

I thought we left when Collin came in. 

MRS. ROBINSON 

They were simultaneous. 

ROBINSON 

Turn that thing off. 

SEVERAL 

Actually, can you repeat that story about falling down? 

ROBINSON 

What happened is that it was Yom Kippur. Evelyn says it was the first one. I 

think it was the second, one but I don’t know. 

MRS. ROBINSON 

Danny was an infant. He was just born. 

ROBINSON 

So he was born in August of 1972, so there was a month left to Yom Kippur. 

Anyway, about that time in 1972 or 1973 it was Yom Kippur. It was a hot one. 

I was sitting up there sweating. This year I stayed on the bema for some reason 

and we got ready to do the final sounding of the shofar. I got up, I was hungry, 

sweaty, whatever; then I blew and I got this sweet note. You don’t know how 

its going to come up because you have one chance and one chance only to do a 

_____ and out comes this sweet note so I hung on to it. I hyperventilated and I 

collapsed. My whole life started to flash before me as my brain went through a 

memory dome and I thought I must be dying. Anyway, I collapsed and of 

course all the doctors in the crowd came running up to the bema and I 

remember opening my eyes and seeing feet, shoes and then ammonia was put 

to my nose. So after that I decided I would organize a shofar choir and the way 

we played it after that for the ____ I would start, there will be all the shofars up 

in the bema and in some case it was 6 or 7 or in some cases it would be more. I 

would start and then the next person would pick up and then the third one and 

so on. We each would blow for 2 or 3 seconds or however we wanted to. Some 

of the people blew all the time and that way we had this long note and I was not 

at risk of collapsing. So that’s why we have a shofar choir. 

SEVERAL 

It’s really quite a choir. 

ROBINSON 
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Oh, today. I don’t know how many we had last time, I think we had 15. They 

were up and down the hall, the aisles. We were meant to commemorate the 

Levites on the walls of the temple, you know, blowing from the cornices there. 

So that’s the story. 

SEVERAL 

There’s a photograph here that would be great. 

MRS. ROBINSON 

You can’t take it through the glass because it wouldn’t work that way. We’ll 

have to take the glass off. 

ROBINSON 

I may have it somewhere in my computer. 

MRS. ROBINSON 

Hopefully it’s not stuck. Some of these are stuck to the glass and you can’t get 

them out. 

SEVERAL 

There’s Blatcher, there’s you, and who is that? 

ROBINSON 

Schneider. 

SEVERAL 

Schneider, and Essinson. 

ROBINSON 

Essinson; he’s my number one son. Matthew. 
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