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1. Transcript 

1.1. Session 1  

March 21, 2013 

COATES 

This is Julia Coates, and I am interviewing Phil Powers, who is here in San 
Diego in the living room of his home. The date is March 21, 2013. Phil is 

Cherokee and someone that I have known for quite a few years now, five 
years, six years, something like that. So the project is about relocation, and 

I guess we’ll start out, because you were born in Oklahoma.  
POWERS 

I was born in Muskogee, Oklahoma. I was born at the hospital that was 
there, the main hospital, and a guy named Dr. White, my mother tells the 

story that he wouldn’t deliver me until she had given me my Cherokee 
name, and I don’t know if that story is true or not. I did get delivered, so 

that’s kind of good news. The family at the time—well, there’s a house in 

Fort Gibson that I knew as the old home place. It’s on the main street there 
about three or four blocks from town. So up until—well, that’s how I knew—

my great-grandmother and my great-grandfather and my two aunts, two 
great-aunts, Annie and Eleanor, lived there, and I think we must have 

floated in and out of there. Of course, I don’t remember the really early 
years, but I do know that place. I guess the kind of the history of this whole 

thing was that. That was sort of a new old place to them, because my 
mother was born and raised—well, actually, she was born in Amarillo, Texas, 

but she was sort of raised around Park Hill, and that’s where, you know, we 
came from. In fact, my Grandmother Linder’s husband was obviously a 

Linder, and they were from all up around there. I don’t know the years. It 
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seems to me it was probably somewhere in the thirties, sort of in the thirties 

during the bad times. My understanding of it was that my great-grandfather 
and grandmother sold the allotment land that they had and moved to 

Amarillo, and I don’t know the reason for that. They were going to make 
their mark down there. That’s where my mother was born. 

COATES 
And this was in the thirties?  

POWERS 
I think so. That never was totally clear to me, except by the forties I know 

they were in Fort Gibson.  
COATES 

So it was maybe a Dust Bowl sort of or Depression kind of—  
POWERS 

I think it was sort of a Dust Bowl thing. It was certainly a Depression thing. 
My understanding was my great-grandfather was a carpenter. I know that 

two of my uncles, Great Uncle Ross and Great Uncle Return were carpenters. 

I didn’t have any aunts or uncles. Mother didn’t have any brothers or sisters, 
so they’re uncles. They were both carpenters. My Uncle Jack is another 

story. He was sort of a traveling man. I think “grifter” is not the word I’m 
looking for exactly. [laughter] But he had stuff going always. His occupation 

when I kind of knew about him at all was he developed oil leases. He got oil 
rights for oil companies from people. So he would go up into places where 

folks didn’t really want to go without a shotgun or some protection, but he 
was such a smooth-talking guy that he was able to do that. The one story 

that probably would sound the most like what he did was one time he took 
my mother with him, and so they pulled up in front of this house—or not in 

front of it, but probably a hundred yards away—and told my mother to stay 
in the car.  

COATES 
She was a little girl at this time?  

POWERS 

No, she was an adult at this time. So he gets out of the car and walks up 
about halfway to the house and kind of squats down and picks up a stick and 

makes some marks in the ground, because nobody is out there at all. Then 
after a while—and I don’t know the time—somebody came out and they 

talked and all that, and he got back in the car and left. So that was the kind 
of business that he was in. I don’t know if this is going to wind up being 

redacted or not. It’s just part of the family history. But I know that one time, 
at one point my grandfather, who was not around very much, I did not know 

him very well, and Uncle Jack were in prison together. He’s Cherokee also. 
Well, everybody’s Cherokee, my family, on father’s side, too, everybody.  

COATES 
Both sides then, huh?  

POWERS 



Both sides, all the way down the line. But he and Uncle Jack got into some 

kind of nefarious criminal-type activity which landed both of them at 
McAlester.  

COATES 
The prison.  

POWERS 
Yes. And I don’t know the timing on that, except to say that I know one time 

my mother took me down there to visit. Well, she was going to visit him 
(Grandfather). I didn’t really go in. And how old was I? I don’t know. Under 

ten, at any rate. I don’t remember what it looked like, but I do remember 
that she bought a hand-tooled purse, leather purse, there, real pretty, 

because she had that forever, and I remember it down through the years. 
So she bought that when she went down to visit him. So that’s kind of my 

proof of what it was. Another much later story about Uncle Jack was that we, 
my mother and I—and I as an adult—we went down to Midland, Texas, 

where it was, of course, oil country again and where he was living, and went 

down to see him, because we were going back to California and, you know, 
again, on a trip kind of thing, and he was gone. And my understanding of it 

was that he was visiting his girlfriend. So Jack had other things going on. He 
married a lady named—oh, boy, I’m not sure of the first name now, but I 

remember she worked in the phone company thing in a house in Fort Gibson 
on one of the cross-streets there, because I can still almost see that place. I 

think she was a little weird. I mean not weird, but she just—I don’t 
remember thinking well of her particularly. Just the way those things go. I 

don’t know. You can stop and ask me what you need to. I just was kind of 
pushing that around. Uncle Jack was—I liked him. I liked all my uncles. 

Probably my favorite was my Uncle Ross. If I had a second, I don’t know, 
Jack. And then Return, I didn’t really know as well. 

COATES 
But these were your father’s brothers or your mother’s—  

POWERS 

No, no, these were my grandmother’s brothers and sisters  
COATES 

Your great-uncles.  
POWERS 

—grandmother’s brothers.  
COATES 

Right. Your great-uncles on your mother’s side.  
POWERS 

Exactly. So Cherokee-wise—  
COATES 

They are it.  
POWERS 



—they were it. Actually, my Aunt Annie was the business part of the family, 

and so she kind of kept things going, kind of told everybody what to do. I 
remember her being very in control of things.  

COATES 
Again, this is your grandmother’s sister?  

POWERS 
This is Grandmother’s sister Annie Meigs, yes. The story about her, the story 

is she worked for the Red Cross probably starting in the twenties, and so she 
was out in her Model-TA car making house calls during all those times, the 

twenties and thirties, you know, and then later. I know as late as 1955, 
actually, she was still working for the Red Cross, but I think by that time she 

was a mucky-muck. I remember in 1955 when we’d come, we’d gotten to 
California finally after this circuit that we took to get here, but she came 

down to visit us in Garden Grove, and she was on her way to Marysville. Do 
you know Marysville?  

COATES 

Yes, yes.  
POWERS 

And you know there’s some pretty good rivers up there that tend to—well, 
there was a huge flood, river flood up there in ’55 or ’56 and took and 

killed—I swear it must have messed up a whole bunch of people. That’s 
where she was going. So she went to all the disaster stuff around, wherever 

it is. So she was a player.  
COATES 

Now, you’re focusing a lot on your mother’s family here, and that’s mostly 
where your interactions were when you were growing up, was mostly with 

them rather than with your father and your father’s family?  
POWERS 

Absolutely. Well, yes. Let me back around. Let me back around that a little 
bit, if I may. My father was killed in World War II. He was a tail gunner on a 

B-29 bomber. He was killed. I thought he was killed early in the war, but I 

obtained some further documentation that it was about 1944. He was shot 
down over Saipan, which I thought was Siam till I was fifty-nine years old or 

something, and never found. They didn’t find the plane. So I never knew 
him. Now, I have a half aunt, Cecil Dean Epps, and, again, these are all 

Cherokee folks. I don’t know that they’re on the Dawes or if they’re—you 
know, but they’re Cherokees anyway. So I spent some time with them, not 

living, although probably more on vacations or just other times. But what I 
remember about all of that is that my Grandmother Powers never got over—

in fact, I read it in a paper thing I found the other day. She never, never got 
over my father getting killed, period, and it was just part of the deep matrix 

of her life. She was a hypochondriac, and I can’t remember how old she was 
when she died, but she was ninety-something, probably never been sick a 

day in her life, I don’t think. Partly backing into that, I was born in 



Muskogee, we went from there, and my grandmother somehow managed to 

get a house on 23rd Street in Oklahoma City, a brick house, small. And my 
Uncle Jack, again I remember he showed up one day with a gunnysack full 

of two cats and threw them in the living room floor. [laughs] And those were 
my cats for a while. I lived there with her and my mother for a while. My 

mother worked for an oil company. 
COATES 

This was in Oklahoma City?  
POWERS 

This is in Oklahoma. Well, yes, this is definitely Oklahoma City.  
COATES 

So you’re born in Muskogee.  
POWERS 

I was born in Muskogee.  
COATES 

And lived there for a while in a house that she had.  

POWERS 
Yes. I don’t know how we got to Oklahoma City, but we did. So there was 

that house.  
COATES 

And it was you and your mother and your grandmother in the household.  
POWERS 

That’s it.  
COATES 

Were there others?  
POWERS 

Nobody else.  
COATES 

The three of you. Okay.  
POWERS 

Yes. And my grandmother’s main occupation was taking care of kids, so she 

was a—I don’t know what you’d call that.  
COATES 

Like a daycare kind of thing or something?  
POWERS 

Well, yes, except that a lot of time she lived in the home, people’s homes. I 
don’t really remember kids coming to our house.  

COATES 
So she was more like a nanny or a governess or something along those 

lines, huh?  
POWERS 

Yes. Well, I guess the thread, the really thread of this from my life, my 
mother, when I was born, made a promise to my great-grandmother that 

she would make sure that I was educated, and she did. Of course, my father 



wasn’t around, I did not have a father. There was some stepfathers later 

down the line, and one of them was not a good person, and the other one 
we can talk about later, really, who was a good person. So she sent me to a 

boarding school. How old was I? I don’t know. Six.  
COATES 

There in Oklahoma?  
POWERS 

Yes, in Oklahoma City. And I did not like that too much, very sad all the way 
around.  

COATES 
So you were not in the home at that young age, you were in a—  

POWERS 
I was not at the home a whole lot, as it kind of played out. That one, I don’t 

know that I was boarding there, but I remember going there and I 
remember not liking it at all. Then she went to work. She went from 

Oklahoma City, where she was kind of working for oil companies or whatever 

as a secretary, and then she wound up going to Washington, D.C., and she 
worked at the Pentagon for the Air Force, well, Army Air Force. It was the 

Army, really, at the time. She sent for me, and then I don’t know how I got 
there. I remember I got there. I don’t remember how I got back. So I went 

up there, and then she put me in a military boarding school called Linton 
Hall in Manassas, Virginia. I have really bad memories, not of any treatment 

that I got, nobody ever treated me bad; it was just the separation from the 
family. And I don’t know, I’ve got some conjectures about that because, I 

mean, our family wasn’t like the modern nuclear family of mother, father, 
2.6 kids. The whole—it’s probably the tribal stuff, really.  

COATES 
I think so, yes.  

POWERS 
I mean, I was brought up knowing and learning about my whole history as a 

Cherokee family all the way back to, I don’t know, Dragging Canoe and John 

Ross and all of this stuff around Boudinot, and we had Boudinots and the 
Rosses on both sides. We have family that won’t talk to family because 

they’re still pissed. [laughter] I mean, they are mad, still mad about the 
whole thing.  

COATES 
Wow.  

POWERS 
So I knew all that history and how it continued on. What I didn’t get—well, I 

don’t know whether I can say that or not, because I kind of did get it. But 
what I didn’t get, really, except for the familial stuff, Cherokee, I certainly 

didn’t get the religion. I didn’t get any, and so I don’t know what I got for 
culture. I’ll leave that for someone else to determine. I suspect that maybe 

I’m a product of that culture, but I don’t know. I mean, it certainly wouldn’t 



be—if I was going to write me as a Cherokee, I wouldn’t have written it the 

way it came out.  
COATES 

Well, it’s probably pretty typical, actually. [laughs]  
POWERS 

Well, it may be, but I’m still not very happy about that. And I remember 
crying when the nuns came and dragged my poor body away from my 

mother and all that. She came to visit me all the time.  
COATES 

So there as a boarding school in Oklahoma City?  
POWERS 

Well, yes.  
COATES 

And that was a—  
POWERS 

There was a boarding school in Oklahoma City.  

COATES 
And it was Catholic?  

POWERS 
I’m pretty sure it was Catholic. You know, I’m trying to remember if it was a 

boarding school or not, because I kind of think it had to be, though, because 
I don’t remember—  

COATES 
You slept there overnight?  

POWERS 
I think I did, but I wouldn’t swear to that. That one’s maybe like 50 percent 

I’m sure, maybe not. So that was that one. I don’t remember the name of it. 
Then I went to Linton Hall, I was there for a year (in Virginia).  

COATES 
Which was military.  

POWERS 

That was a military thing, and she was working at the Pentagon. I remember 
when I went back to Oklahoma - boy, you wouldn’t do this today—she put 

me on a bus, and there were sailors all on the bus or whatever, and she 
made sure that these sailors were going to take care of me while I rode the 

bus from Washington, D. C. to Oklahoma City. Can you imagine that?  
COATES 

Wow. Wow.  
POWERS 

I was seven—well, eight years old. I mean, come on, you know.  
COATES 

Yeah.  
POWERS 



She went from there, she got a job at Tinker Air Force Base. And then my 

grandma, I don’t know where she got her money from. My god. She moved 
from this older place, I guess, in Oklahoma City and then moved to—I 

remember the address—313 Peach Drive in Midwest City. If you’ve ever 
been to Midwest City, you know it’s built in a circle, and this is on the outer 

edges of that. And I did spend a lot of time there. So I guess kindergarten 
and first grade I [was] sort of in Oklahoma City. Kindergarten, I went to a 

regular elementary school, Kreston Hills, and in first grade I went to this 
thing, I don’t know, whatever it was. Second grade, I was in Manassas and 

then come back down to Oklahoma. I don’t know. Of course, I’ve got 
education. I’ve got education. [laughter] Counseling psychology, I have a 

degree, a master’s degree in it, so I kind of know some things that I didn’t 
know at the time. But I kind of think—I know I was angry, I mean, and 

people have said that about me, even though they think I’m kind of angry, 
they, I think rightly so, see me as a kind and all that person, but I’m also 

known as an angry person. I remember walking downtown one time from 

Midwest City, and I had a book of matches, and I was striking the matches 
and throwing them, in the summer, throwing them in the lawns, and if I saw 

it catch fire, I’d go back and put it out. If I didn’t see it catch fire, I kept on 
going. I came back and there was just all these burned yards. So a fire-

starter, you know, I mean, here we got that going. It’s kind of interesting. 
COATES 

So it sounds like your grandmother had most of the say-so about your 
schooling and where you were going to live. And what was going on with 

your mom?  
POWERS 

I think my mother made the decisions, but my grandma really raised me. My 
mother was more in and out, and she—  

COATES 
Was she working or what?  

POWERS 

Working, absolutely, and she’s more of—and we can talk about this later. 
She’s really an Auntie Mame. You know what I mean by that? Do you know 

the movie?  
COATES 

From a long time ago. I don’t really remember it.  
POWERS 

Yes, yes. She was a real wizard. Stories about her were really legendary. 
But, I mean, she was a cool lady, really, and a very strong lady. I became, 

you know, a CPS social worker, and I really lay that to—well, I probably lay 
it to my mother, but I lay it certainly to my aunt who was a social worker for 

the Red Cross. The other aunt who was really employed—in fact, they talk 
about the town being mad at them because they had two jobs during the 

Depression. So my aunt worked for the Red Cross. My Aunt Eleanor worked. 



She was the one that ran the kitchen at Sequoyah Indian Training School 

for, I don’t know, twenty years. I don’t know. She retired there. 
COATES 

So even though your mother and grandmother were in Oklahoma City, they 
continued to have pretty close relationships with folks back home?  

POWERS 
Oh, absolutely.  

COATES 
It wasn’t that far away.  

POWERS 
I remember spending at least one summer at Sequoyah. Now the interesting 

thing is, of course, you’ve got a whole campus full of Indian kids, but I never 
got to play with those kids. I don’t know what that was all about. My mother 

spent time there, too, and she made friends when she was a kid, and, 
Anawake, there’s another lady—I don’t know if she’s a cousin or not. I don’t 

even know that. She’s not a cousin. Maybe she is. Very tricky cousin. But my 

mother made friends with her when she was a kid at Sequoyah, but that 
never happened for me.  

COATES 
Do you know her last name? Do you remember her last name? Just 

Anawake? That’s okay.  
POWERS 

I don’t know Anawake’s last name.  
COATES 

Oh, that’s all right.  
POWERS 

I don’t. I don’t remember her being Cherokee. I kind of remember her being 
like Creek or something.  

COATES 
I think with that name she was probably at least part Cherokee, don’t you 

think?  

POWERS 
You think? Is that a Cherokee?  

COATES 
Oh, yes. [laughs]  

POWERS 
I don’t know. Okay. Maybe she was, then.  

COATES 
She might have been both.  

POWERS 
She had a daughter named Jo Ann, who I got to meet later as an adult, and 

I was in love with Jo Ann. I was, you know, the way it was, but that’s 
another story. I never married her so, oh, well. Then there was another girl I 

remember that I played with. She was the daughter of a staff, and actually 



her name was Nakita. I don’t know where that came from. But I remember 

all that. So I had a good experience at Sequoyah, even though it probably 
wasn’t as complete or wonderful as it could have been. So, let’s see. Where 

are we? Up to the second grade? [laughter]  
COATES 

So you’re in Washington at this military academy.  
POWERS 

We’re in Washington at the military academy. Actually in Virginia.  
COATES 

How long were you there?  
POWERS 

I was there for a year. My mother visited me many weekends. She wasn’t 
making the big bucks either, so she used to come there and she used to love 

eating the bread and the butter. I remember that. And I remember—god, I 
don’t know, I guess maybe we were going to Washington on the train, and I 

remember she didn’t have any money. The porter asked me if I wanted 

another piece of bread, and of course I said yes. I don’t know what it cost 
her, could be a dollar, which was big bucks at that time. I forgot about that. 

So there I am in Manassas. It was cool. I wasn’t the littlest kid up there, 
because there was one guy—I took a picture of this kid next to me. I was 

maybe that tall. This kid was that tall. We were all dressed in this General 
Sherman military junk. 

COATES 
Uniform, yes.  

POWERS 
“There’s your boarding school stuff.” My mother was sent to St. Scholastica 

in—what’s the Arkansas town? I can’t remember the name of it, that’s not 
far from the Oklahoma border?  

COATES 
Where John Brown University is and all that?  

POWERS 

It’s a big town, because we drove over there.  
COATES 

It’s Fort Smith or Fayetteville. Fort Smith?  
POWERS 

It could have been Fort Smith. It’s Fort Smith because I think that’s — yes, 
so she went to boarding school too. And so, I don’t know —  

COATES 
But none of these are Indian boarding schools.  

POWERS 
That’s exactly my point. And I kind of developed a theory. And I don’t know 

if it flies or not, but, you know, we do talk about identification with the 
aggressor and all that stuff. Education was a big deal in my family, and so 

I’m wondering if we just simply didn’t take that as a model of boarding 



school. I know that Sequoyah was different from Haskell and the other 

boarding schools where they were —we know the stuff that happened to the 
kids there, and I’ve talked to people about things that happened to them. 

But I don’t think that was going on so much at Sequoyah, as I understand. 
COATES 

I think it was in those decades.  
POWERS 

Was it? Well, okay.  
COATES 

But like the forties, the fifties, the languages could not be spoken and things 
like that.  

POWERS 
That’s new information to me. I wasn’t so much thinking — yes, the 

language. I was thinking more of the physical and sexual abuse that 
occurred.  

COATES 

Abuse and things, yes, probably not so much.  
POWERS 

I don’t hear about that, which is a good thing, obviously.  
COATES 

I think they got switched sometimes, you know, but that corporal 
punishment was pretty widespread in school, public schools, too, in those 

days.  
POWERS 

Well, my grandma switched me, too, you know. I mean, I remember one 
time when we were in Oklahoma City, and she sent me out to get my own 

switch. So I bring back this one that’s about six and a half inches long and 
not very thick, so she whipped my hands with it. And she was strong. She 

was — I won’t say she’s the strongest person I ever met, but if she got a 
hold of you, she’d be like a turtle until the thunder claps. You could not get 

away. So there was all that hard work, because I know that they took in—

they were kind of like farmers as a family, too, and they fed people, workers 
and things. I remember a little bit talking about that. And my grandma took 

in (boarders). I remember she rented a room in Midwest City to—oh, god, 
Fred McElmurray, I think the guy’s name was.  

COATES 
Fred McMurray, the actor?  

POWERS 
No, no.  

COATES 
Not the actor? Somebody else?  

POWERS 
His name is McElmurray, yes.  

COATES 



McElmurray. I don’t know who that is.  

POWERS 
Just a person, and his wife and two children, and they lived in one of the 

rooms in our probably two-bedroom house.  
COATES 

Wow.  
POWERS 

So she did everything she could to make a buck.  
COATES 

To make some money, yes. Now, what denomination were they? Because 
they’re sending you to Catholic schools.  

POWERS 
Yes. Let’s back that out a little bit, if I can. They were no denomination, 

really. I used to wonder about that, because we didn’t—nobody ever did go 
to church, you know, we didn’t have any religion. We stomped around a lot, 

but we didn’t have any stomp dances, that’s for sure, and didn’t know 

anything about Cherokee religion or any of that.  
COATES 

But were they churchgoing?  
POWERS 

That’s my point. Nobody ever went to church. Now, I went. I got hooked up 
with a bunch of Catholic kids in Oklahoma City, and I went to church, and 

actually I became Catholic. I decided at seven I was going to be Catholic, 
and that’s a whole ‘nother story, really. They had Bibles. They were 

Christians, period. That’s what they were, and everybody had a Bible. I got 
all kinds of Bibles out there from whoever had one, even—I don’t know 

about Uncle Ross. Uncle Jack certainly had. I’ve got one of his, I’m pretty 
sure. Now, Ross was a good guy. I mean, he was like a—you know. I 

remember one time when I was up at Sequoyah, and he had an old car 
there that he was driving. Well, “old car.” It was an old car, driving around 

in. I remember I got some whitewash out and a paintbrush, and I painted a 

bunch of crosses on it, and he didn’t beat me, which is good. [laughs] 
Really, I would have killed me if I’d have had a chance to do that. Then I 

remember he was good with kids, because he talked about—we were going 
to go down to South America and, I don’t know, do something or other. Ride 

burros, that’s what it was. But he told me we were going to go down there, 
we’d have to eat monkeys. And so I told him that I didn’t want to go 

anymore, so that was that. He came out to visit us, I know, when we were 
in L.A. I mean, there are a lot of stories here. I mean, there are just stories, 

you know. He came out to visit us—god, what was there about that, too—in 
Garden Grove. I know that my great-grandmother had a policy of nobody 

drinks in the house, and Uncle Ross, he’d go out in the garage and drink. 
COATES 

It’s not the house. [laughs]  



POWERS 

Well, I mean, no, this is our house. This is like eighty years later. [laughs] 
This is the way this was going. And I don’t know — my mother said one time 

that my great-grandmother said to her one time that she hoped that nobody 
ever got married, because that’s the worst thing that ever happened in her 

life. And I have no knowledge of why she said that.  
COATES 

This is your grandmother?  
POWERS 

My great-grandmother.  
COATES 

Great-grandmother? Okay.  
POWERS 

Yes. So it was a big huge deal, but I don’t know. I remember her from when 
I was small. She had glaucoma. Not glaucoma. She had cataracts, I guess, 

and she was blind. I remember her as blind from when I can ever 

remember. My great-grandfather died. I was told he got hit by a car, and I 
kind of conjectured maybe he was drunk or something, because he used to 

walk downtown, which—downtown, two blocks away, and I think he got hit 
by a car down there, you know. When he was buried, the service was in a 

Baptist church, I remember that, so there’s that part of it.  
COATES 

There’s a clue.  
POWERS 

I don’t know, because we never talked about God, or religion, or anybody 
else, so that’s—I’m trying to think of—I mean, there’s lots of missing parts, I 

guess. Well, that’s part of the next step, I guess, really. I spent some time 
with Aldean Powers, which is my grandma on my father’s side, and is the 

one that never got over his death in the war. She worked in Muskogee. And 
then I had been sent to another military academy, St. Joseph’s Military 

Academy. I actually wound up spending two years there. I spent the third 

grade and the fifth grade. I didn’t think much of that. I got to visit my 
grandma sometimes on the weekends —I don’t remember a lot of visits. I 

must have visited Fort Gibson. I don’t know. There’s a story that kind of ties 
into my anger. I don’t know. You know, I’m just thinking that I was just 

pissed because I wasn’t around everybody I was supposed to be around.  
COATES 

Right. And this is three schools before you’re even eight years old or so, 
huh?  

POWERS 
Exactly. Now I’m eight years old, and I’m in at least—well, let’s see. One 

kind of boarding-y sort of schools — third one, yeah. To give you some idea 
of what I thought of that—oh, boy. [laughs] The St. Joseph’s was a big brick 

building, had a boiler room and classrooms and all that stuff, and I don’t 



remember it being terrible. Again, nobody did anything to me that was 

onerous. It was just simply the separation piece. I wet my bed, I slept-
walked, all of those symptoms of things that were going on. But one time 

somebody told me that if you pull on this chain down in the boiler room, that 
would blow the school up. So I took a string and tied it to the chain and led 

the whole thing out to about centerfield on the baseball thing and pulled on 
it. So we were hearing about all these kids blowing up schools and shooting 

schools up and all that, so if I’d had an AK-47, you know, at the time—I 
mean, that was the level of anger that was going on. So there’s that, really. 

So where are we at? That’s third grade.  
COATES 

Yes, three schools already.  
POWERS 

Yes, three schools. Fourth grade, I was with my mother. She married a guy, 
I think his name was Dick Summerall. I don’t remember any details about it, 

but I know it wasn’t cool, whatever it was, and I don’t remember. I didn’t 

particularly like the guy, but who knows why? He might have been mean. I 
don’t think he was, because she didn’t stay with him, and she’s smart. She 

was smart. She took college courses when she was in high school, and she 
was a really bright lady.  

COATES 
But you don’t know what she was doing, what kind of work she was doing?  

POWERS 
Oh, at that time, what was she doing? That’s interesting. I don’t know what 

she was doing, because we didn’t get to Seattle till I was ten years old. I 
went up there when I was like after fifth grade, I think. Yes, after fifth 

grade. So whatever she was doing, something in business-y stuff, I think.  
COATES 

So did she go to college? I mean, she took college courses while she was in 
high school?  

POWERS 

She took some college. She never did graduate.  
COATES 

And then she did go to college?  
POWERS 

Yes. She didn’t go straight from Tinker to Seattle, although she was working.  
COATES 

Because she worked at Tinker and—  
POWERS 

She worked at Tinker for some—  
COATES 

—you don’t know what she was doing there, huh?  
POWERS 



Not really. I don’t know, but she had the background of having been at the 

Pentagon, so I don’t know if she was just a secretary. “Just,” as I say, we all 
know what that means, because you know how that goes.  

COATES 
That’s means you’re the one who actually knows everything. Yes.  

POWERS 
Well, that’s kind of, yes, where I was at with the secretaries. They’re like 

sergeants. They run things, yes. But I don’t really know. I don’t remember it 
being particularly cool. I remember going to another Catholic school, 

actually, matter of fact. Another Catholic school, I’m pretty sure.  
COATES 

So this is the fourth school?  
POWERS 

Fourth school, yes.  
COATES 

Wow.  

POWERS 
Then the fifth grade, I went back to St. Joseph’s.  

COATES 
So you’re basically at a different school every year.  

POWERS 
Yes, I guess that’s true, isn’t it? Pretty close to that, so far.  

COATES 
Yes. Wow.  

POWERS 
Yes. And it’s not going to change much for a little bit anyway. [laughter] So 

I did fifth grade there, and I don’t remember anything particularly good, 
bad, or whatever. I was probably, I had it figured out, I think, a little bit.  

COATES 
But she got married at some point.  

POWERS 

She got married when I was—yes, she married and then divorced.  
COATES 

Pretty quickly, it sounds like, yes.  
POWERS 

Pretty quickly on that. There was a later marriage that we’ll talk about for a 
minute. So I was there. And then she sent for me. Somehow I got to 

Seattle.  
COATES 

How did she get to Seattle?  
POWERS 

Well, she got a job up there working for the 13th Naval District, and her job 
there was—you know navy communications?  

COATES 



Yes.  

POWERS 
Worldwide communications. That’s what she—she got that job up there, and 

that became her career really—well, through most of her career after that. 
So I remember being there, and it was pretty cool. I was pretty a delinquent 

kind of person. I was left alone a lot. She was working. I got in a lot of 
trouble, really, to say the least.  

COATES 
How long was she there before she sent for you?  

POWERS 
Well, I finished the sixth grade, and then I did seventh grade in a Catholic 

school up there, so it was that summer.  
COATES 

Twelve years old.  
POWERS 

She sent for me when she could.  

COATES 
She’d been there maybe—  

POWERS 
There was no abandonment from her.  

COATES 
No, I understand that. Right.  

POWERS 
It was just the circumstances.  

COATES 
She had to move for work, yes.  

POWERS 
Yes, or whatever it was. I say my grandmother raised me. Well, what raising 

I got, that’s kind of where it happened, mostly anyway. So where am I? I’m 
in the sixth grade at St. Joseph’s, and then I’m in the seventh grade at Holy 

somebody. [laughter] I don’t know. Anyway.  

COATES 
And Holy somebody is in Seattle, huh?  

POWERS 
Yes, right, and I wasn’t all that holy at that point. So I was chasing around 

with some characters, and I think I was one of them.  
COATES 

But this is also a boarding school, or it’s just a Catholic school?  
POWERS 

No, this was a Catholic day school.  
COATES 

So now you’re actually living at home with her.  
POWERS 

I’m living at home with her. She’s working.  



COATES 

For like the first time in your—  
POWERS 

Yes. We’re living in West Seattle at that point. God, I don’t know. Maybe 
that guy was around longer than I thought, because I remember him in 

Seattle too. So it didn’t make sense to me when I think about it, because I 
remember swamping for him on a UPS truck when I was in Seattle.  

COATES 
What’s that? Swamping? What’s that?  

POWERS 
Oh, helper. It’s called a swamper. And I remember he always brought 

home—oh, maybe it wasn’t a UPS truck. He brought home all kinds of soda 
pop and stuff. Somehow he was—maybe he was delivering soda. I 

remember drinking orange soda till I threw up. I loved orange soda. Still do 
like it, actually. Then there was a divorce. There was a divorce there of some 

kind. She liked what she was doing in Seattle. She was always extremely 

gregarious, had lots of friends, a real Indian. I remember she made friend 
with some people—well, a guy named Chuck Roth and his wife, kids—five 

kids, —and we must have spent a lot of time with them, so I remember that 
being pretty good. I remember going on vacation with them to Longview, 

Washington. Chuck was a character. I mean, he was a funny guy, a really 
funny guy. He was a nice guy. So we’re on this big huge beach in the low 

tide that goes out a mile or way out there. So he parks. There was a Kaiser, 
and he’s parked it on the beach, and we’re all having a good time, and they 

look up and the water’s coming up very fast and high. So somehow they 
managed to get in the car and drive it off. He was going to write a book 

called Six Hours at Sea in a Kaiser. [laughter] So, yes, that was funny. He 
had kind of a shtick he did. He made a face that no one could ever get a 

picture of. I think they finally did. And I remember we dug up—do you know 
what a gooey duck is? 

COATES 

No.  
POWERS 

It’s a big clam. So we dug up gooey ducks, and his wife did not want to hear 
about any of this stuff. You had to pound them all, and all kinds of things 

you had to do to them. She didn’t get it done right, nobody would ever eat 
them. Boy, was she pissed. [laughter] I remember that was cool. They 

played a lot of cards, a lot of poker.  
COATES 

So where did your mother meet these people?  
POWERS 

Well, I think Chuck worked with her.  
COATES 

Okay, as a coworker then, huh?  



POWERS 

Yes. Sort of as an aside, a knock to Chuck and his wife, I guess, but he left 
his family and became—I don’t know—whatever you want to call it with a 

homosexual guy.  
COATES 

Oh, really?  
POWERS 

And those two people were close friends when we’d gotten back down to 
Long Beach, so that’s kind of the way that went.  

COATES 
So they had moved down here.  

POWERS 
Well, somehow they wound up down here. I don’t know where Lee came 

from. Lee worked for—I want to say Alcoa, but I don’t think that was quite 
the name, but it was some aluminum company that was around there. I 

don’t know how they met, but Chuck wound up coming back down here 

ultimately, and my mother at that time was in Long Beach, so we went out 
to Long Beach. That’s another story.  

COATES 
All right. So they—  

POWERS 
Yes.  

COATES 
—rekindled the friendship or whatever at that time, huh?  

POWERS 
Rekindled the friendship, and, well, over college and even after college I 

spent a lot of time in and around them. Even in high school, fourteen years 
old, Chuck and my mother—and I don’t remember Lee then—but, anyway, 

they took off. They’d take off and go to Vegas. Of course, I was fourteen 
years old, Chuck had these fancy clothes. He had blue suede shoes. So I 

can’t remember, the car broke down or whatever. They came back, and 

there I am, standing there Chuck’s blue suede shoes. Boy, everybody was 
mad. And I can’t remember, he made me keep them or something, and he 

was never going to wear those shoes again as long as he lived. [laughs] 
Well, again, she was working midnight shifts, and she was gone a lot. In 

Seattle, she married. I forgot kind of an important thing.  
COATES 

So she got divorced in Seattle?  
POWERS 

I think so. She was divorced from the first guy, and I don’t know —  
COATES 

But he was there for—  
POWERS 

It seemed like he was there.  



COATES 

—some period of time anyway.  
POWERS 

Either him or somebody who looked a lot like him. [laughter] Maybe it was 
somebody that looked like him.  

COATES 
You really were trying to erase this guy, weren’t you? [laughs]  

POWERS 
I don’t like that guy, yes. I didn’t like him much, yes. I mean, he never did 

anything, but I didn’t think much of him.  
COATES 

So when your mom was in Seattle, there’s a pretty sizable Indian population 
in Seattle, I think.  

POWERS 
No. No connection.  

COATES 

She did not really interact with other Indians?  
POWERS 

Not at that point. She tried to make or did make some other connections 
later, but I don’t remember anything in Seattle.  

COATES 
Because that was in the early fifties, right? Is that right?  

POWERS 
At that time it was the middle—  

COATES 
Mid-fifties, yes.  

POWERS 
—middle, late fifties. Yes, middle fifties. Well, sort of. No, early fifties, yes, 

’54, ’53. Yes, ’53, it was right around there. But, no, there was no 
connection. My only Indian connection was through family. Well, except for 

my cousins. I forgot about them. That’s another story. I was hitchhiking one 

time from Garden Grove to—I don’t know where I was going. Oh, I know. I 
was going to another school. [laughs] She got married up there [in Seattle]. 

He was a military air guy. He flew on P2Vs reconnaissance stuff, a lot of 
World War II things, out at Whidbey Island, actually. They got married, and 

then we got in a car, came down to Garden Grove. I don’t know if he’d 
already bought a house. They bought a house. He was a real comer, this guy 

was good. McKee was his name. Good guy, smart guy, I remember. He was 
a World War II guy. He was on—I want to say Hornet when it got shot. It 

got shot out from under him in World War II. So we were a family, really, at 
that point. 

COATES 
Now, was he stationed or whatever in Seattle?  

POWERS 



He was stationed at Whidbey, and then he went to Los Alamitos in Orange 

County.  
COATES 

So he got transferred—  
POWERS 

He got transferred.  
COATES 

—down here.  
POWERS 

And that’s probably what was the catalyst for her coming down here. She 
went to work for 11th Naval District as a communicator at the Naval Station 

Long Beach.  
COATES 

So the way this would work is that he would be assigned, but she would 
apply for a transfer?  

POWERS 

Yes.  
COATES 

Because she was civilian. I mean, they wouldn’t have assigned her.  
POWERS 

Totally a civilian.  
COATES 

But they would have applied for it.  
POWERS 

Yes. Like I said, she was a funny lady. One time, she tells the story about—
lots of stories. The cubical workstations were cubicles and things, and there 

wasn’t much substance to them. The big deal was they had the walls, not 
much walls around the bathrooms, right? And so the women would go in the 

bathrooms, and the guys would come shake the walls and make them all 
mad and all that stuff. You can imagine. So she’s in the bathroom one time, 

and the walls are shaking and all that stuff, and she’s yelling and screaming 

at these guys, “Knock it off.” Well, it was an earthquake. [laughter] So that’s 
the kind of stuff. [laughter] So we came down here. I remember we got to 

Long Beach—oh, go ahead.  
COATES 

Did they get married up there then, or they got married—  
POWERS 

They got married, yes. They got married one weekend and came home and 
told me I had a stepfather, which, I mean surprised me.  

COATES 
But he’d already been transferred down here?  

POWERS 
No, I think subsequent to then. I don’t remember them being together a lot 

of time. He may have been transferred down here already, because I don’t 



remember living with him up there at all in Seattle. So I don’t know. 

Washington was like a blue state law place, so you could buy liquor from a 
liquor store but not on Sundays and all that. I remember coming down to 

Long Beach. We went into a drugstore, and I remember to this day there 
were wicker—or not wicker, wire baskets full of booze, full of vodka. I’d 

never seen that, and I was amazed to see all that, all that stuff, that’s for 
sure. Oh, I forgot two more schools, another school completely. Sorry about 

that. Let’s see. Where was I? Sixth grade, sixth and eighth, yes. Okay. We 
got the right school. So I went to Briscoe Boys School, which was a Catholic 

Christian Brothers of Ireland school. 
COATES 

This was here in—  
POWERS 

No, this was still in Washington.  
COATES 

In Seattle still.  

POWERS 
Yes. I was pretty much of a loner, really.  

COATES 
I would imagine.  

POWERS 
Really. [laughs] So I developed some coping skills. I was able to—I could 

spin stories in my head, so I used that MO quite a lot just to take up time. I 
made a few friends, not a great number.  

COATES 
Are you getting in trouble at these schools or is it—  

POWERS 
No, not yet. I got in trouble in the seventh grade.  

COATES 
Well, that’s what I was wondering, I mean, because you start out at one 

school in Seattle, but then there’s a second one in Seattle and—  

POWERS 
Well, that’s right. I was getting to how I got there. So, yes, I got in some 

trouble with the cops and did some stuff and whatever it is, and they 
decided I should probably disappear from town, so she sent me—the sixth 

grade to boarding school, I was okay. The eighth grade was when I wound 
up at Briscoe again for all the wrong reasons, at any rate. They were okay, 

those guys were. They did corporal punishment, but it wasn’t that big a deal, 
and they were really fair. I remember one time—I can’t remember—we’d 

done something, whatever it was, and one of the kids tattled on us. So this 
guy—who was that guy? I can’t remember that guy’s name. Oh, I can. 

Brother Ryan. [laughs] They had a piece of leather, which we always swore 
had lead in it. I don’t know if that was true or not, but they had the leather, 

anyway, and they’d give you swats. They’d give you two on the hand or 



three on the hand and two on the butt or whatever it was. And I kind of 

remember that he gave us three or four of those little swats, and then he 
got the guy that squealed on him and he gave him hell. He gave him really 

the bad news. But he was trying to educate us, and I think the education 
part was pretty good. I was getting good grades everywhere. The grades 

part wasn’t an issue. 
COATES 

That was probably sort of your escape, in a way, into—  
POWERS 

Well, it was extolled by the family and all that. You know Garrison Keillor, 
and “All the kids are above average”? Well, my aunt always talked—I don’t 

know where the hell that comes from, but they always talked about me 
being above average, whatever the hell that meant. And I was pretty good 

at everything at that point. Math was my downfall later, but I never had any 
trouble until the time I was a freshman or a sophomore or something like 

that. So let’s see. That’s two more schools. [laughter]  

COATES 
That’s only the eighth grade.  

POWERS 
I’m about to run out of schools, I swear to god. So we are in California.  

COATES 
So you come down around your freshman year of high school, ninth grade?  

POWERS 
Yes, I was fourteen, just turned fourteen, so I got here in June, and there 

was, like, nobody. You know how it was for a kid coming into town with 
nobody, nowhere, no how, no nothing. So I hooked up with some of the 

neighbor kids and stuff, and I remember somehow between us we managed 
to find this Christian, Presbyterian or something, Methodist, Presbyterian, 

summer Bible school or something like that. So, of course, the girls were 
there by that time, and so on. I remember going on a trip and all this, but it 

was fun, had a good time. I didn’t go to jail that year, so that was good, a 

good year for me anyway. So freshman year, I was at Mater Dei High School 
in Santa Ana, and I was pretty much of a rebel at that point. I remember 

they were using corporal punishment. I mean, not corporal punishment. 
They’d just reach out and slap you one, that kind of thing. I don’t know 

where I got it, I got a camera from somebody, and took a picture of this 
priest slapping this kid, and, boy, I got in a lot of trouble over that kind of 

thing. 
COATES 

Was that the direction your rebellion took, was sort of like, “I’m going to 
bust these guys”?  

POWERS 
Well, just anti-authority. I’m still not real big on authority. [laughter] So the 

other piece to this story is—well, the other Indian part of things—one time 



my mother and I were driving down the road, and so I looked over there and 

I saw—I don’t know where I could have met this guy. I don’t know where I’d 
met him. Maybe it was school. Jerry was his name. I said, “Why don’t you 

stop and pick my friend up.” Well, it turned out he was a cousin. And not 
only that, but his mother and my mother were hootin’ buddies back in the 

day, back in the forties or thirties or something, I don’t know, whatever it 
was.  

COATES 
What does that mean?  

POWERS 
Oh, they’d go out and raise hell and, you know—  

COATES 
That’s what I figured. [laughs]  

POWERS 
—drinking. Well, yes, they were—  

COATES 

Carousing, huh?  
POWERS 

Because she had me when she was seventeen years old, and my father was 
twenty-one, and so you know how that went down the road a ways. So they 

had got the Indian thing and family thing and all that stuff, got together, 
and we had a lot of good times, really, with her and her husband and Jerry 

and my other cousin, and Jerry and all that stuff. We were drinking and 
carousing and all that.  

COATES 
So that branch of the family had come out here separate from—  

POWERS 
Yes, they were totally separate.  

COATES 
How had that happened?  

POWERS 

There was another branch of the family, the Linders, and I ran to them two 
different times. They were up in Seattle. I remember going around them, 

and they were an interesting bunch. There was a bunch of—Hiram Linder 
was kind of the patriarch, I remember his name, and he had about twelve 

kids or something like that. So there was, I don’t know, six or eight or ten of 
those adults, and I remember the story was that they played poker on 

Saturday night, and they were not kidding around. If you lost your money, 
your family didn’t eat that next week. I mean, that was the way it went. I 

remember that story. I don’t remember being around them much, although 
we did have family coming in and out of Seattle, so there was family around 

from different—I don’t know where all these guys came from exactly, but it 
was kind of the Linder side who went— 

COATES 



But they’re from Oklahoma also?  

POWERS 
Yes, everybody’s from Oklahoma now. Like I said, my grandma and my 

grandfather met in Park Hill, and they lived down the way, wherever it was. 
I don’t know.  

COATES 
When they were coming to Seattle, they were just visiting, or did any of 

them—  
POWERS 

No, they lived here.  
COATES 

They lived there then, that’s right. POPWERS: They all lived there, and Ruth 
and Tommy, that was my cousin, probably, although they’re Delaware. 

[laughs] I don’t know how that happens. They’re Delaware Indians. So that 
kind of bunch of the family was kind of up there, too, because I remember 

Ruth’s sister. I don’t think it was Barbara, there was another one, and she 

had a son that was a bit of a travail too. I remember one time he took a 
screw thing and drilled a whole in my mother’s floor. So there was a lot of 

family around, but I don’t know that it was to anybody’s good. It’s just they 
were all just there. [laughter]  

COATES 
But they all came out separate from each other? They didn’t—  

POWERS 
Absolutely.  

COATES 
They were not helping others to come out?  

POWERS 
No, they didn’t. They all didn’t load the mattresses on the car and come 

together in a caravan, no, they sure didn’t.  
COATES 

Or help each other to get jobs and find jobs and things like that.  

POWERS 
I didn’t hear any of that, no, no. I wouldn’t. No, I wouldn’t, in any event, 

that I know of anyway.  
COATES 

So when your mother was here and you go say, “Can we pick up my friend,” 
and it turns out to be your cousin that you didn’t know, you didn’t know this 

was your cousin.  
POWERS 

No, not a clue.  
COATES 

So did she know that her old running buddy was here?  
POWERS 



She said, no, she didn’t, because it kind of got around to who his mother 

was, you know, and then it turned out that’s who it was.  
COATES 

So she didn’t know that this was—  
POWERS 

She didn’t know that she was here either. No. We were all strangers in a big 
room.  

COATES 
This would be a nephew of hers, I guess, or something like that? Is that 

right?  
POWERS 

Well, they’re cousins. I don’t know.  
COATES 

Okay. So his mother and your mother were cousins.  
POWERS 

And I don’t know, again, this thing. I mean, I’ve got books full of this junk 

up in my office, but I don’t really know. Those connections were pretty—they 
seem pretty far flung, but they’re a spider web that’s tightly woven, I mean, 

you know. Really, yes, it’s real tight.  
COATES 

Yes, I do know. I know. [laughs]  
POWERS 

And everybody knows everybody, and the people that know all this stuff are 
dead now.  

COATES 
Yes.  

POWERS 
I kind of wasn’t paying—I mean, I was paying some attention, but not as 

much as my mother did, and then she got into genealogy in Fort Gibson.  
COATES 

Well, they’re all just cousins, you know, because I remember my 

grandmother having so many cousins and finding out later on that these are 
like third cousins twice removed and da, da, da.  

POWERS 
Yes, exactly.  

COATES 
But they’re all just cousins.  

POWERS 
They’re all just cousins, yes.  

COATES 
And they all know them.  

POWERS 
Absolutely, yes.  

COATES 



But this was somebody that your mother had been close to.  

POWERS 
In Oklahoma.  

COATES 
And they’d lost touch.  

POWERS 
Yes, they had absolutely lost touch.  

COATES 
Then, suddenly, here they both are in the same place.  

POWERS 
Yes, and Ruth was married. Her husband was an electrician, good job. I 

think Ruth was a housewife. He was an alcoholic, stoned out, nice guy, but a 
stone alcoholic and probably died of it, I think, ultimately. And Sherry lives 

up in Long Beach, and we’re not—I mean, we could be close if we were in 
the same room, but we’re not. I don’t know. I mean, it’s interesting.  

COATES 

You don’t stay in touch, really, yes, in a regular way, huh?  
POWERS 

No, we really don’t, and I can’t really speak to that. I don’t know what that’s 
all about. That’s kind of a quirk of me, I guess. But Tom—not Tommy, her 

brother, Jerry, wound up committing suicide as an adult.  
COATES 

This is the one that was your friend that—  
POWERS 

No, this was—  
COATES 

No, it’s a different Jerry. Okay.  
POWERS 

This is a different—well, wait a minute, was it my—I guess it was. I take that 
back. I never thought. That’s pretty funny. I never thought about that. Yes, 

it was him. Of course it was him. That’s weird, because this is like twenty 

years later, and I never quite put that together. Yes, it’s the same guy. Well, 
I don’t know. They say he committed suicide. He drank and did drugs and 

died. Yes, it was the same guy.  
COATES 

So you’d lost touch with him.  
POWERS 

I’d lost touch with him too.  
COATES 

Obviously, yes.  
POWERS 

Then at Mater Dei, of course, I wasn’t such a good kid anyway, and I had 
hooked up with some bad guys, not around the school. One guy was—I don’t 

know where this guy came from. He was probably in his twenties, and he 



had a bunch of motorcycles. He was probably a crook, I think, anyway. 

Because I remember one time he had me—I drove an Indian motorcycle 
from Long Beach to somewhere for him, and I think the thing broke down or 

whatever, and I left it somewhere. I kind of remember driving some kind of 
a Kaiser car or something like that. But I don’t remember doing—we weren’t 

doing any drugs. We were doing some serious drinking. Then I remember 
when I was in Garden Grove—so how old was I then? We’re about to get to 

another school, aren’t we? Oh, I got thrown out of Mater Dei, actually, and 
so I did have a motorcycle there. Well, I must have had it running, because I 

thought it would be a fine idea to—somewhere I’d managed to retrieve a 
pair of young lady’s black underwear and had them on over my clothes and 

drove my motorcycle down the hallway. So that’s an idea of what I thought 
of the school at the time. [laughter] Anyway, and all the assorted stuff that 

goes with that that I’m not going to put on tape. [laughter] And Jerry got 
kicked out of Mater Dei, too, actually. I don’t know what he got kicked out 

for. I’m not sure. I got kicked out first, then Jerry got kicked out, and then I 

think my cousin Sherry graduated from there, but I’m not sure how, because 
one time I know she spun some wheelies in the middle of their lawn, the 

school lawn. I know she did. She got in a lot of trouble for it. I wasn’t there 
because I was long gone. But that was kind of the way it was, the way it was 

all going. So, let’s see, where—then I went home. We were in Garden Grove 
again. [laughs] Oh, I forgot to tell you the terrible part, really. I was 

fourteen, and I was out with everybody, and we were drinking, I was drunk. 
And we came home and threw me on the lawn, and Mack—that was the day 

he got killed. 
COATES 

Oh, no.  
POWERS 

Yes, really. So that’s—anyway. So he was coming back from Los Alamitos in 
his car, and it was like an orange grove truck, because there were a lot of 

orange groves around there, and they pulled out in front of him and killed 

him deader than—you know. Of course, you know what all this did to my 
mother. I mean, this is like the second guy. She never married again.  

COATES 
They hadn’t been married that long, had they?  

POWERS 
No, it couldn’t have been a year, I don’t think, I mean, you know. He was a 

good guy. He was a good provider. He had some properties out in Corona 
and up in there. His family were farmers or truck farmers or something like 

that back in Missouri where he came from. So he knew all about that kind of 
thing, and he insisted she cook fresh vegetables and all that junk. One of the 

stories was she’s made whatever it was for dinner, and it was amazing for 
my mother, but he was talking about how good it was and all that stuff. 

Then he happened to look in the trash, and she’d used frozen vegetables for 



that. [laughter] That didn’t go well, you know. So let’s see. Where are we 

at? So he did die. I was a sophomore at another school. That would be 
Garden Grove High School. By that time, I was still doing okay in school, I 

guess.  
COATES 

So now you’re in a public school, though?  
POWERS 

Public school.  
COATES 

This was like the first time in your life you’ve been in a public school.  
POWERS 

Kindergarten and that one too. Yes, I guess that’s right. Creston Hills was 
probably public, and that was it, yes, because all the rest of them were 

either Catholic or boarding schools. So then, let’s see. I was a sophomore, 
and we were just doing all this stuff you read about when you read about 

what teenagers do and were not good. None of that stuff was good. Then 

one day when I was coming back from school, I remember I went by some 
sort of a public building thing or whatever where there’d be a lot of cars and 

government cars and police cars and all. I don’t know, maybe it was City 
Hall, I don’t know. One of the guys had left his keys in the car, so I took it, 

you know, naturally. [laughter] I drove it around for a couple, three, four 
weeks, and they managed to find me, because I was parking it a ways away. 

They found me anyway one day. So that was the end of my public school 
career. [laughter] So then she sent me to military school (boarding) - good 

idea, apparently, at that point. Well, it was either that or go to jail, I mean, 
really. They were serious about what they were going to do to me. So I 

wound up at Carlsbad Military Academy here, where I got good grades, 
actually, but I was also raising hell every weekend and all that stuff. So I did 

junior, senior there and graduated, didn’t go to jail, which was probably a 
good thing at that point. Where are we?  

COATES 

Sometimes I think that military academies and places like this are where 
kids who are sort of incorrigible end up a lot of times.  

POWERS 
Yes, well, I was a problem child.  

COATES 
Were there a lot of them there that were problem kids.  

POWERS 
I think there were.  

COATES 
—sort of in the same circumstances then?  

POWERS 
I think, yes, there were kids there, but there were kids there that were a lot 

of wealthy kids. I mean, it was expensive. I don’t know how she afforded it, 



to tell you the truth. Expensive place. Just to give you some idea, there’s a 

famous bandleader named Charlie Barnett—you may know the name, I don’t 
know—out of the forties, really. His kid was there. He was in my class or 

maybe one behind me. The proms, they brought in the Glenn Miller Band or 
the Charlie Barnett Band, I mean.  

COATES 
Yes, it’s a real big name.  

POWERS 
Yes, serious, serious stuff. Of course, it’s right on the beach. I don’t know, 

somehow either I didn’t take the initiative or nobody tried to teach me to 
surf, which is kind of interesting, now I think about it, all that. I came there, 

I had spent some time learning to shoot a .22. I was a reasonable 
marksman, you know. Nobody ever did anything with that there. So I just 

kind of became a loner and got away with what I could and drank when I 
could and caroused and chased the girls.  

COATES 

Survived, huh?  
POWERS 

You know, survived. I’m a survivor, no doubt about that. So let’s see. Where 
are we at?  

COATES 
Can I go back to the day when your stepfather died?  

POWERS 
Yes.  

COATES 
What kind of impact did that have you?  

POWERS 
Oh, I think it was terrible. I shined it on. That’s not what I meant to say. I 

blocked it out, I think. I remember it being really bad. I felt bad because I 
was drunk when it happened, to start with. That wasn’t a good day to get 

drunk. But I don’t remember going to the funeral—well, I must have gone, 

because he was buried down here in San Diego, and I remember going 
there, but I don’t remember going there then. I don’t know. My life would 

have been totally different if he’d have lived, I know that, because he would 
have given me the guidance I needed.  

COATES 
Given you the foundation, huh?  

POWERS 
Yes, because he was a good guy. He had great foundation. He knew how to 

handle life business, and he had all that good military discipline. I mean, not 
that that’s always good, but—  

COATES 
So even in the year that he was married to your mom and in the family, you 

were already kind of paying attention, huh?  



POWERS 

Yes, I was already kind of paying attention to him, yes. But, I mean, I 
wasn’t shining him on or anything. It probably takes a while to get the 

family thing going. It would have happened, I think. I’m sure it would have. 
I don’t know if we were down here that long. Maybe it wasn’t even a year, 

because I don’t know where he died. I’m not sure.  
COATES 

What happened? How did your mom deal with it?  
POWERS 

I don’t know. I don’t know, because she was a mother and whatever, and I 
wasn’t—I don’t know. Of course, I was raising hell and doing stuff, and she 

was worried. Actually, she was working. She was working rotating shifts. 
Ever heard of that?  

COATES 
No.  

POWERS 

You work days, so many days, so many midnights.  
COATES 

Yes, I can imagine.  
POWERS 

Then she was working midnight shifts, so I had all night to—  
COATES 

Yes, be on your own.  
POWERS 

Yes. I taught myself to drive in the Hudson. Matter of fact, I think they 
found out I—well, they did. They found out I was driving the car. When they 

came back, I was gone with the car. I had the blue suede shoes and the car, 
yes. So I taught myself to drive with a hydraulic transmission. So probably 

not a good idea at that point. I don’t know. So where are we?  
COATES 

Do you want to just say this is a pretty good stopping point, and we can pick 

up here? Because you’re about to go to college, and we’ll start with that 
when we get together again.  

POWERS 
Sure. Okay, that sounds great.  

COATES 
All right. Good. [End of March 21, 2013 interview]  

1.2. Session 2A  

March 26, 2013 

COATES 

This is Julia Coates, and the date is March 26, 2013. I am once again with 
Phil Powers at his home in North San Diego. Is that officially the name?  



POWERS 

Close enough.  
COATES 

Okay. And we’re picking up with the interview that was begun last week. So, 
yes, we finished high school. I think we were off to—about to head to 

college, weren’t we?  
POWERS 

I graduated from high school in 1959, was a class of about—not many. I 
remember, like, twenty-nine guys. It was a military academy, of course. Not 

“of course,” but it was, anyway. In keeping with my mother’s Catholic thing 
that she seemed to like a lot, I wound up at University of San Diego, which 

was a Catholic university here in town, still here. It’s a well-known, very 
respected school, got a lot more expensive than it was when I was there. 

When I went there, much of the money, maybe all of it, I don’t know, was 
paid for by the death benefit from my father, so that took care of a lot of—

like I say, we weren’t particularly wealthy people.  

COATES 
Your father or your stepfather?  

POWERS 
No, my father.  

COATES 
Your father who died in World War II.  

POWERS 
Right. My stepfather’s thing, it’s kind of a wild story because—I don’t know. 

They were married a couple of times, and one of them was a Mexican 
marriage and it got all balled up, so she wound up really not being married 

and not qualified for any of the benefits from his military thing.  
COATES 

Oh, really.  
POWERS 

Yes. I don’t know. She lost some property, and the whole thing was just not 

a good thing all around, and there wasn’t anything she could do except what 
she did, you know, and she was a pretty hard charger, so she would have 

done everything the right way. She would have done everything to get it 
done. She was like me, anyway. She wouldn’t be cutting some corners on 

things.  
COATES 

[laughs] Right.  
POWERS 

I think part of my input to me comes—well, no. A lot of it comes from her, I 
mean, regardless of everything, but one of the things that she—she was a 

person who had feelings for people who were getting hurt or messed over or 
whatever it was. I remember, for instance, there was a WAVE, a navy WAVE 

officer that came to visit with us in Garden Grove. A young girl, I’m sure. 



But what I remember was, I don’t know if it was the neighbors or somebody, 

but she was black, and the neighbors basically told my mother that she 
really shouldn’t have her visiting our house. So that’s that kind of thing. And 

another thing that she did, she was—oh, boy, was she ever—she was a 
member of Toastmistress. You know what that is?  

COATES 
Is it like Toastmasters?  

POWERS 
A speaking club and all that stuff.  

COATES 
Yes.  

POWERS 
She was really hard charging with that. In fact, whenever I’d come home 

from school or whatever it is, she’d talk me into going to these stupid 
meetings, and then she’d make me talk. I didn’t ever learn that lesson. I 

always showed up for that free meal. That’s how that goes. [laughs]  

COATES 
So was the neighborhood a predominately white neighborhood?  

POWERS 
It was all white, all white, as far as I know.  

COATES 
Did they not recognize your mother as an Indian woman?  

POWERS 
No.  

COATES 
She was taken to be a white woman?  

POWERS 
She had blue eyes. We’ve both got blue eyes. My father had blue eyes.  

COATES 
So they just made that assumption and she never cleared it up for anybody 

or anything like that?  

POWERS 
She didn’t clear it up there that I know of. I don’t ever remember having 

that discussion with any of the neighbors about any of that stuff. Now, what 
she did out and about and around is a different story. She joined AIM.  

COATES 
Oh, really? Wow.  

POWERS 
Yes. At the time somewhere near Alcatraz and all that stuff. But because of 

the rules, the laws, really, of the federal government and stuff, you couldn’t 
join an organization that had any antagonism toward the U.S. government, 

and so they made her quit. I remember that.  
COATES 

Oh, okay.  



POWERS 

So that’s true, that part of it. The other thing that she did, she took the 
Toastmistress thing out to the women’s prison at Frontera, which is north of 

here, north of here anyway, not way north, but within driving distance, and 
took it in to the women there, so that was one of the things that she did. So 

she continued on all this social work junk that the rest of the people were 
doing one way or the other, that part of it. But I remember she brought 

home this woman and took her out of—when she got out of Frontera, she 
brought her home, and I remember this because the woman—you know 

what a John’s knitt dress is? Okay. I’m not a fashion expert, right? It’s a 
really fancy—they’re still in existence. Really fancy. They cost like a gazillion 

dollars apiece.  
COATES 

I do know what they are, yes.  
POWERS 

And this woman had in her closet, she had a closet full of these things. But 

she was a con woman, and I can’t remember all the stories, but she was 
conning all these guys that were coming around out of their money and 

stuff, which is how she got into prison to begin with, I’m sure. So that’s that 
little piece of it. But just enough to focus on the mistake. Then I remember 

she brought home a Pakistani sailor, Abdul Khalik. I remember his name. 
Nice guy, really nice guy. He was off one of the ships, I want to say. Yes, it 

was a ship—it wasn’t a submarine—that was tied up. I think we were giving 
it to the Pakistanis at the time, back in the good old days, right? So he spent 

a lot of time at our house, I remember. Nice guy, though. One of the stories 
about that Pakistani ship, they were tied up right outside of the admiral’s 

headquarters there in Long Beach at the naval station, and so one of the 
guys there had stolen something on the boat, and so they set about one 

morning, they were going to hang him. So the admiral, they sent some 
people down there and said, “You can’t be hanging this guy in front of the 

admiral and all.” [laughs] So they went to sea and took it out past the 

International Date Line and hung him. That’s the story. And that one I 
believe too. [Coates laughs.] But she was always bringing somebody home 

and taking care of people. 
COATES 

Yeah. Somebody that needed some help of some sort, huh?  
POWERS 

Yes. So I don’t know where that comes from.  
COATES 

Did your grandmother do the same thing, kind of?  
POWERS 

My grandma, yeah, she sort of did. Well, she did. I mean, she rented out a 
room. It was to her benefit and to the people’s. My aunt, of course, I said, 

was a teacher—not a teacher. She was a cook at Sequoyah. And my great-



aunt, Aunt Annie, was the Red Cross person. So I think it must have been in 

the genetics at that point. So it came down to me, because I could never 
stand to see somebody get screwed over, so all my life I step up and put 

myself wherever and get in people’s faces and all kinds of things.  
COATES 

End up being the one who gets screwed over instead, sometimes. [laughs]  
POWERS 

I have been screwed over on occasion. There’s no doubt about that. So I 
don’t know. Maybe that’s the other side of being an ex-bad boy. I don’t 

know. But that’s part of my DNA and hasn’t changed. So, college. Anyway, 
so I went to USD. I did pretty good there for a while, anyway.  

COATES 
What did you major in?  

COATES 
Well, that was a mistake because it was a Catholic school, and for some 

reason somebody told me that majoring in philosophy would be a good 

thing, so what you had was a bunch of guys who were becoming priests 
across the street and you had a really heavy emphasis on a particular school 

of philosophy that for the last eight hundred years, that philosophy, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, and it’s a closed, insular system that once you’re in the 

system and you hold all the premises of it, there’s no way to get out of it 
because, I mean, that’s it. So it’s a way of looking at the world, a way of 

looking at God and all the rest of that stuff. I was pretty interested in God 
forever, really. Well, “forever.” At least from there on. I joined a fraternity, 

so we had some pretty good times there. I made friends with a guy who was 
another kind of bad boy kind of thing. The fraternity thing, I don’t know if 

they did it—because the fraternities did ploys to try to bring the pledge 
class, all that junk, and so they decided somehow that they were going to 

blackball Terry and me, and so they did. They told us, well, the pledge class, 
like thirty people, and they told us that they weren’t going to let Terry and 

me join. Well, I guess they liked us. I don’t know. Well, not the [unclear] 

who liked us. But anyway, the class [unclear] basically told them they could 
go look for another class if we didn’t get in.  

COATES 
Oh, really. [laughs]  

POWERS 
So we got in. Now, the fraternity thing, we had a good time. It was all very 

nice and all that stuff. We had good times. We were going to paint the San 
Diego State Indian red one day out there. It’s true. We didn’t get it done, 

but anyway, that was kind of the plan. [laughs]  
COATES 

So let me—  
POWERS 

Oh, go ahead.  



COATES 

You made a statement that kind of intrigued me. You said you’ve always 
been interested in God, well, at least since then. I mean, what piqued that, 

do you think? Why did at that moment—  
POWERS 

That’s a good question. I don’t know. The McCaffrey boys sucked me into 
the Catholicism thing, and then I went to all these Catholic schools, but that 

really wasn’t—I don’t know. That didn’t really—I don’t know what it was. I 
just was interested.  

COATES 
Just something that was around.  

POWERS 
Yes.  

COATES 
You only needed it initially.  

POWERS 

The time the seventies came, I really wanted to find out what the hell—what 
a Cherokee was all about, and then later, some later than that, I was really 

pretty interested in God, and I went through a whole bunch of stuff. I mean, 
I can’t even describe all the stuff, and some of it was good, most of it was 

good, really. I’m somewhat disenchanted at this point, but that’s because 
I’m seventy-whatever years old and I’m trying to figure out what’s shaking 

out there. A lot of the people, they’re kind of—I don’t know. They hold 
beliefs without thinking, and I can’t deal with that anymore.  

COATES 
Yeah.  

POWERS 
That’s—I don’t know. Anyway.  

COATES 
Just the “Tell me what to do” kind of face of religion, huh?  

POWERS 

Yeah, that kind of thing. You know, these are wonderful people. I have some 
great friends. I joined Cursillo, which was kind of a group of people that 

were emphatic on doing those kinds of things for many years, and a lot of 
friends. We had a lot of good times with that, so there was nothing untoward 

about it.  
COATES 

Right.  
POWERS 

I don’t know the answer to your question except I’m still trying to figure it 
out.  

COATES 
Yeah.  

POWERS 



I don’t know what I am at this point, I mean to put a label on it.  

COATES 
But at that time when you’re starting college, that’s kind of when you begin 

to be aware of it, at least?  
POWERS 

I was, and, of course, I studied philosophy, which was very deist. The 
Thomistic philosophy was a very God-oriented thing. It was a system, but, 

nonetheless, it was all pointed toward the seven proofs for God’s existence, 
and I knew all that good stuff and could tell you all about it. But then I didn’t 

graduate. I found out later—in fact, I found out at a party about it within the 
last, oh, three, four, five years, and, like I said, I was still kind of a bad boy 

kind of a thing, and I talked to this guy and he said that the—he went to the 
same school I did, at the same time I did, as a matter of fact, and he said 

one spring the priests came up to him and they told him that, he said, 
basically, “We prefer that you don’t graduate.” I mean, he didn’t have any—

his grades would have got him through and all that stuff. And because of 

that, he didn’t graduate. And what happened to me was I had grades that 
were “C” kind of stuff, they weren’t stellar, but I think I probably had 

enough of a GPA to get it done, and in the spring of my graduation year, 
they came up to me and said, “We don’t really think you know much,” of 

whatever it is, “so we want you to take a major comprehensive verbal 
exam.”  

COATES 
Oh, my gosh.  

POWERS 
“Or we won’t let you graduate.” And there was no way in hell I could pass it. 

I mean, I later identified myself as being kind of an ADD kind of a guy, I 
mean clinically, and I’ve worked around that, but I always had trouble 

memorizing lists of things and all that kind of thing. An example of that was 
I remember I was in a biology class and rooming with this guy who, turned 

out, he was later an attorney and all that good stuff, but he was a 

photographer. He took pictures of all of these charts and little squiggly 
things and all that stuff, and we went through that hour after hour after hour 

after hour, and we’d take a test. He’d get an A and I’d get a C, maybe, or a 
B or something like that. So for some reason I had that inability to 

remember.  
COATES 

But you said you’d always done well through—  
POWERS 

I did well, yes.  
COATES 

—through high school and everything.  
POWERS 



I had a good solid B average in high school. I always had trouble with math. 

In fact, I flunked algebra in high school. I wound up having to retake it in 
junior college. So I don’t know. So because—not because of that, but that 

happened anyway. There’s all kinds of stuff going on. Probably at my 
mother’s influence, I had joined the navy reserve as a sophomore, I think, 

and joined submarine service, and god knows how I got there. I don’t know 
the answer to that. But I was in submarines, and I was still wandering 

around doing my thing. 
COATES 

This was while you were also in college?  
POWERS 

I was in college, yes. So ultimately I went to a Reserve Officer Candidate 
Program and, again, my brain wouldn’t work right because I was trying to do 

navigation and a bunch of numbers and things, and I just didn’t get it, I 
mean, really. So I blew out of that, and then I blew out of college, so I 

wound up going in as an enlisted person in the submarine service.  

COATES 
But you were at USD for four years?  

POWERS 
I was there four full years, yes.  

COATES 
In your last semester, they tell you, “We don’t think you—”?  

POWERS 
Yes, and apparently it was—  

COATES 
So they’re just basically in this private school sort of collecting your money 

for four years, and then they’re not going to graduate you, is that it? 
[laughs]  

POWERS 
Yes, that’s kind of what happened. But not only them—and that I can sort 

of—I mean, that’s the way it is. What I didn’t understand until I met this guy 

was that there was a plan or ploy at that point to get rid of people that they 
didn’t really think were of the quality that they wanted them to be, and that 

was what was going on. I didn’t know that, like I said, until within the last 
couple years. That’s why they’re interesting. So I don’t know what would 

have happened at that point if I would have graduated. At least I probably 
could have done something else.  

COATES 
But you stayed as a philosophy major through all four years, huh?  

POWERS 
I did. I actually tried to talk my mother into letting me to go Long Beach 

State, and I couldn’t get that done.  
COATES 

She didn’t want you to?  



POWERS 

I don’t know what she wanted. She was very imbued with this Catholic 
thing, and this was supposed to be the Notre Dame of the West and all this 

other good stuff. It’s not to say it wasn’t that way. It was a great school, you 
know, but I think the matchup between me and it wasn’t so good.  

COATES 
So it’s still this sort of reverence for education that you were talking about 

that was in the family?  
POWERS 

Yes, in the family. Oh, yes, yes, that didn’t change, and that part of it. So I 
got sort of—didn’t get drafted, but I wound up, you know, going in as 

enlisted service, and submarine service was pretty cool. I mean, it was 
interesting.  

COATES 
When was this?  

POWERS 

This would be ’63 to ’65. Of course, I had a girlfriend and all that stuff, and 
she got pregnant. Well, there’s some questions there, but that’s another 

story. [laughs] Anyway.  
COATES 

But this is when Vietnam was beginning to—  
POWERS 

Well, it was just beginning, yes, and I really should have stayed in, but there 
was an offer of a job from her father outside, so I got out. We were doing 

some pretty important stuff, actually. I rode two boats out of San Diego, the 
first boat, Volador, we were doing—I don’t know. Well, you may not 

remember the Pueblo. Do you remember that, and the incident where the 
North Koreans grabbed the boat?  

COATES 
Yes, I do, yes.  

POWERS 

Okay. We were doing the same thing that they were doing. On one cruise, 
we were up off of Russia, somewhere east of Vladivostok, I think, and we 

were watching the Russians shoot missiles. We had a whole crowd of 
Russian language experts and all kinds of equipment and stuff on board and 

all that. So we were doing that at that point. Then I wrote her for a while, 
and I was getting ready to get out, and so I took a transfer to Catfish, which 

was—even later I heard stories about Catfish. They called it “the cat house.” 
I didn’t know that.  

COATES 
This is a submarine that—  

POWERS 
It’s a submarine, yes, diesel submarine. We’d come into Japan or whatever 

and go into a bar, and they’d say, “No, no, you can’t be in here. You’ve got 



to go down where submarine bar,” because we smelled bad. We smelled like 

diesel fuel, and everything we owned was really bad news. [laughter] It was 
pretty bad. So then, well, the cruise we took that was my last one, we went 

down off of Vietnam, and we’re sitting off of—if you put China here, and 
then there’s Hainan and Nanshi and Peishi. Hainan was the southern end. 

It’s like a resort area now, I guess. And then a couple little islands in there, 
and there was an isthmus kind of a land-water bridge into the Gulf of 

Tonkin. So we were sitting there watching everybody supply the North 
Vietnamese with everything. So that was kind of—so we were snorkeling at 

night when they couldn’t see us or hear us, and then we were submerged 
during the daytime. So that was pretty—and we were down about, I don’t 

know—I like to enhance the time, but it was somewhere between three 
weeks and a month, I think, that we were submerged, basically. We 

reversed night and day so we could operate that way. And it was hot. I 
remember the engine-room temperatures were like 130 degrees. I threw my 

clothes away when I got going. But that was what we were doing, and we 

didn’t get caught, which is kind of the point of it all. So it was important stuff 
and I’m sure—in fact, they didn’t write about us there, but there was some 

stuff written about Catfish that was later, where she was doing some things 
that were of that same ilk. So it was prideful work. Qualifying for submarines 

was a big deal. You spent like, I don’t know, nine months or so learning the 
boat, so you had to be able to walk through and name every valve and 

where everything went and all that. I can’t believe I did that with my brain, 
you know. It’s just kind of amazing. 

COATES 
That indicates a little better ability than you think.  

POWERS 
Maybe I knew it. I don’t know. I could do it. Yes, maybe had more of it than 

I thought. I don’t know. But it did happen, and I qualified and all that stuff. 
So I remember there were two—well, there were a lot of stories that went 

with that. But one of them, well, in ’63, I think we were standing out of 

Sasebo, and we were almost out, and they—oh, boy. It was when Kennedy 
died, so they told us, and so they turned us around and we went back in. So 

we started the watches at like two in the morning, and, man, by the time we 
got back in and tied up and stuff, it was, like, I don’t know, two in the 

morning. So we’d been on watch for, like, the whole time.  
COATES 

Twenty-four hours.  
POWERS 

Yes, the whole time. So that was kind of a big deal, you might imagine.  
COATES 

Yes.  
POWERS 



Then the another funnier one, we had a guy on—that was Volador. He was a 

cook. He was first-class, I think, E-6 cook, hell of a cook. But what he was, 
was a really great baker. So we’d pray for all of the white bread to be gone, 

because this guy would start baking, you know. Really, the food that we ate 
on there was—I can’t remember. The regular sailors, they got about 60 

cents a day or something, and they were paying a buck and a quarter or 
something to feed us because they had to really keep us happy, which they 

did. I don’t remember the harbor we were coming out, but he managed to 
get his thumb cut off in one of the hatches, and so we took him back in, of 

course. Then there was like a third-class cook that didn’t bake. [laughter] 
Poor guy. So I don’t know. I remember, talk about being mean, so we’d be 

in the various harbors and things, and we’d tell him, “You either learn to 
cook or we’re going to throw you over the side every time you go up topside 

to dump trash.” And we did. We threw him in the water, circled the 
[unclear]. [laughter] But, anyway, that was the camaraderie thing. I don’t 

know, a lot of people get claustrophobia and all that, but that never was a 

problem for me. I didn’t mind smelling bad either, I guess, that part of it. So 
I got out in ’65, just before Vietnam kicked off. Like I said, I should have 

stayed in and went to war. 
COATES 

Why do you say that, you should have stayed in?  
POWERS 

Well, I would have had a good career. Who knows? I mean, I probably would 
not have gone back to the officer thing, but I would have had a good career, 

and I enjoyed the work, so it was good.  
COATES 

Would that have been a pretty relatively safe place to be during the war?  
POWERS 

Well, relatively speaking. When we went over on Catfish, we had some 
problems with the boat because it was an old boat. Well, it was an old boat— 

SS-339 was the number—it was commissioned in World War II, yes. I 

remember that we started out on four engines out of San Diego. By the time 
we got to Hawaii, we were down to two engines, and they made us—well, 

they didn’t make us. We stayed in Hawaii for some retrofitting and stuff, to 
get us up to whatever it was, and we lost a billet. We were supposed to go 

off of Vietnam to do sea-and-air rescue for pilots and things, which that 
could have been a little more dicey, I think, but the benefit to that was we 

would have got to go to Australia for leave, so we missed the Australian 
thing. But the funny thing is we left Hawaii on two engines, again, and we 

got to Japan on one engine. A submarine has what they call planes. They 
look like wings, kind of, on the front and the back of the thing. One of them 

helps you kind of keep balanced or whatever, and the other one helps you 
go up and down and all that. Well, we lost the bow planes totally on the way 

over, so we had to learn to navigate with just using the stern planes. The 



stern planes were very iffy. If you blew that, you could be in a big dive or a 

big up or whatever it is. But we got qualified to be able to do that. That was 
pretty damn good that we could even do that. The guys were amazing. I 

can’t remember—we had some part or something that was an engine part 
that had a big break in the thing, and the engine people—not the engine 

people, but the machinist people, usually you go to a yard to get this thing 
fixed. Well, they manufactured that part at sea, put it in, and off we went. 

So those are the kind of things that —so that was a good thing. So I got 
back here and had went to work for State Farm Insurance, and I was going 

to be a State Farm Insurance—not an adjustor, but a rater person, risk 
assessment person. 

COATES 
And you’re in your mid-twenties or so at this time, something like?  

POWERS 
Yes, mid-twenties, right, and married.  

COATES 

And expecting or having your first?  
POWERS 

Actually, the pregnancy, the initial pregnancy, it didn’t happen, and I don’t 
know. Anyway, it’s another story, I guess, probably, I don’t know. I have my 

wonders after knowing some things about what I know. But, anyway, and 
we did have another child, and that one was mine for sure, and there was a 

child. I mean, that’s kind of the point of it all, I guess. So I wasn’t that sure 
before. Later, I wasn’t that sure. So I went to work for State Farm, and I 

don’t know, I grasped the concepts of all this stuff really well, and so I was 
kind of speeding ahead, but they had kind of a regimen that they wanted 

you to follow, and I don’t do regimens very well. So I was leaping over into 
the next couple of sets of stuff to learn how to do all the rest of this stuff, 

because I was already—you know. And they really didn’t like that very 
much, so I basically got canned from that.  

COATES 

Was this something her father had gotten you?  
POWERS 

Yes, he had gotten me the job, and that was when I got out of the navy.  
COATES 

Did he work for State Farm also?  
POWERS 

He was an insurance agent, is what he was, yes. He was a nice guy. They 
were a nice family. The mother was Rosebud Sioux.  

COATES 
Oh, really?  

POWERS 



Yes. I don’t know. How could that be right? I don’t know, anyway. And the 

grandfather was. That side of the family, they were all Indian people, heavy 
drinkers, though. Well, though, but they were anyway.  

COATES 
Throughout all of this, like through college and into the navy and then into 

this job, were you identifying, or what was your relationship with being 
Cherokee, I guess, or being Indian?  

POWERS 
Well, it was still tied pretty well, totally, completely with the family, and it 

was tied with the history, and so yes.  
COATES 

What do you mean by that, tied with the history?  
POWERS 

Well, I was very proud to be a descendant of Chief John Ross, I mean, in 
truth and all of that. So I heard about all the things that my family had 

done, and I heard of Trail of Tears and all the stuff that they did familial-

wise around Park Hill and about one of my uncles was an attorney and he 
did court work and stuff, and about the Marshall decision, having a Cherokee 

argue before the Supreme Court. All that was very prideful for me.  
COATES 

So was this something that you shared with other people, with friends, and 
with your colleagues, and —you know?  

POWERS 
Oh, that’s a good question. No.  

COATES 
So they didn’t necessarily know you as an Indian?  

POWERS 
They did not know me as an Indian person. That’s interesting. Yes. I don’t 

know why. I mean, I certainly wasn’t ashamed of it. I just didn’t do it. But, 
again, I think I’m kind of a mix between a loner and on the outside looking 

very gregarious. But if I had my choice, I’m not gregarious. I’m perfectly 

happy to be totally alone, but I seem to have a need to kind of venture out 
to get some of this person stuff, but then I can take it or I can leave it alone 

and not. So I don’t know what that’s all about. That’s kind of weird. That’s 
all psychological junk, but off we go anyway.  

COATES 
So your wife was from Rosebud?  

POWERS 
Yes.  

COATES 
Or her parents, her mother was, huh?  

POWERS 
Yes, her mother, her grandfather. I’m sorry. Well, her mother, yes, her 

mother and her grandfather—  



COATES 

Right, maternal grandfather, yes.  
POWERS 

—were the ones that I knew, all maternal, yes.  
COATES 

So did you identify yourself as a Cherokee to them?  
POWERS 

Well, that’s a good question. I don’t know. I don’t remember doing that. I 
don’t know. I just didn’t tell people a whole lot of stuff. That’s a good 

question. It never was that point of connection that I could tell, just 
something that I knew, and, no, very insular. Interesting.  

COATES 
Did they interact with an Indian community?  

POWERS 
No, there was no interaction with any. Nobody did anything about—not that 

I ever saw anywhere along the line. [laughs] So that included my mother 

here in California, that I know, so nothing that ever involved me anyway.  
COATES 

And your wife’s parents were the same way? They didn’t interact with an 
Indian community either?  

POWERS 
Not to my knowledge. I never saw it, and I spent a lot of time with them, so 

I think I would have seen it.  
COATES 

Never went back to South Dakota or anything like that, huh?  
POWERS 

I don’t think they went back to South Dakota. Now, we made some trips 
home.  

COATES 
Did you?  

POWERS 

Yes.  
COATES 

Well, to Oklahoma, you mean?  
POWERS 

To Oklahoma, I mean, yes. That home thing, right?  
COATES 

Yes, exactly.  
POWERS 

Yes. I remember there was a judge named Judge Thorne. He was a tribal 
judge out of Utah, and I knew him because he would come down and train 

on the Indian Child Welfare Act all the time down here. But he used to say 
he would tell his wife that he was going to go home or whatever, talk about 

home, and she’d say, “What are you talking about? This is your home.” Then 



he’d quit talking about it. I think that’s kind of the way it went. So that’s the 

thing. You know how that goes, that part of it.  
COATES 

Yes.  
POWERS 

Yes, you do. So we got on down the road, and my employment history was 
not good, checkered, screwed up, early, and we got divorced. She took my 

daughter and went off to Alaska.  
COATES 

How long were you married in total, do you think?  
POWERS 

Ten years.  
COATES 

Oh, a while, then.  
POWERS 

Long time, yes. Yes. Then I didn’t see her for a long time.  

COATES 
You didn’t, huh?  

POWERS 
Yes. I think I did see her at—they sent her back down when she was having 

trouble. You know how that goes, right?  
COATES 

Yes.  
POWERS 

So that was kind of the way that went.  
COATES 

How old was she by that time?  
POWERS 

At the time, she was, what, like five or six when she left, I think. We had 
her, Carol and I did, for different times before that. I can’t explain how that 

happened, but we did have her for a while, and granddaughter, but not my 

daughter. Then, oh, I know why, because, well, my daughter got married to 
a guy and they came down here, and actually we put them up for a while in 

one of our rooms. Sounds familiar, right? Anyway, but we did. So we had 
Jessica for a while, off and on, over several years.  

COATES 
Jessica is your granddaughter?  

POWERS 
Granddaughter, yes, sweet girl, really.  

COATES 
But your daughter was as young as five or six when—  

POWERS 
She was five or six when she left, and I probably didn’t see her again till she 

was twelve or thirteen, and so I wasn’t—  



COATES 

Oh, wow. And by that time she’s having trouble?  
POWERS 

Yes, right. I wasn’t very happy about that, and the stepfather wasn’t a really 
wonderful person either. I mean, there’s stuff but nothing I can prove or 

whatever. She’s not—I don’t know. There’s just something about her. She’s, 
like, depressed or all—I don’t know what it is. I mean, I really don’t know 

anyway. And we’re okay. She and I are okay when we get together, but I 
know she does the same thing I do, actually, come to think of it. She just 

steps out and doesn’t initiate contact or anything like that. So I’m pretty 
much like that. Maybe it’s genetic. [laughs] Anyway.  

COATES 
When you saw her again when she was twelve or thirteen, did she live with 

you then for a little while or just a visit?  
POWERS 

No, she was strictly a visit. It was a visit for, I don’t know, less than three 

weeks.  
COATES 

Then did you start to have a regular sort of—  
POWERS 

Relationship?  
COATES 

Yes.  
POWERS 

No, no, I didn’t. I didn’t.  
COATES 

So that was just kind of a unique—  
POWERS 

It was a fluke, and it was a ploy on their part to deal with their problems 
that they were having with her. And, of course—not of course, but she got 

pregnant with Jessica at—how old? I don’t know, sixteen, seventeen, that 

kind of thing. Then, actually, I met Carol. Her ex-husband, who was not a 
good guy, he and I went to school together when I went back to get the rest 

of my degree. So I went to a junior college for a couple of years.  
COATES 

This was after you got divorced or it was while you were still in your first 
marriage?  

POWERS 
This was, no, during, kind of during the divorce-y thing, yes. Then so by ’73, 

I had gotten my degree finally in ’69 at Cal State at Fullerton, and I did fine. 
I mean, I’m a little screwed up, but I am a smart guy. This much I know, 

anyway. I’m a lot screwed up.  
COATES 

Join the club. [laughs]  



POWERS 

So I got my degree. I got it in philosophy and found out there was 
somebody besides Thomas out there.  

COATES 
So you stayed with philosophy, huh?  

POWERS 
Well, at that point, there was no percentage in changing.  

COATES 
So you were just transferring your credits then from USD to Fullerton State.  

POWERS 
I was. I transferred my credits and was trying to get a four-year degree, so I 

could actually get something going on.  
COATES 

So you didn’t have that much longer to go then to get a degree.  
POWERS 

Yes, it wasn’t that much. I was at Cal State Fullerton, and I don’t think I was 

there a year. I think I did a year at junior college, and I think I did it to 
catch up. And I must have done about a year and hit Fullerton to get the 

degree done. And I was working part-time jobs and, I don’t know, just stuff 
to get that done. So that was that. Then we got divorced, she took the kid 

and all that, and went off to Alaska to do whatever it is. Then a short time 
after that, I had met Carol, and then we got married, and we’ve been 

married ever since. So I tried a lot of jobs and things that didn’t—they 
weren’t all that wonderful. I tried to do real estate for quite some time, and I 

was not very good at it, but I was making some money and all that kind of 
thing. Then, yes, we had a lot of friends, you know, it was a gregarious kind 

of thing. Still no connection tribal. I had started. I remember 1970, really, I 
started trying to figure it out, because I was running the books and library, 

pulling out all kinds of stuff, and I couldn’t really get anywhere with it, like it 
was hard to find out stuff, and I couldn’t get it done. So I wound up going 

back to school again and taking a master’s degree. So this would be—I got 

the degree in 1990, so about three, two and a half years prior to that, I went 
back to school, which was quite a leap, really, at that point. I remember I 

had to go in and do an interview. The way they did it was, well, you know, 
they had the one or two professors or whatever, and they had like six or 

eight people, and they did kind of a group. They throwed all this stuff at you 
to see how you did. At the time, I was very imbued with doing stuff for 

people, and so I was out there doing social work, really.  
COATES 

So this was for a master’s in social work or in psychology or something?  
POWERS 

No, this was for a master’s. A master’s in psych counseling.  
COATES 

Psych counseling. Okay.  



POWERS 

Yes, that’s what it was. So he was trying—I remember the guy gave me a 
real hard time telling me what I was saying was bullshit, and he made me 

defend it, which was pretty cool, to tell you the truth. So I was pretty sure 
that I had it figured out, so I did, and they let me in school, and rightly.  

COATES 
Do you remember what kinds of questions they were asking that you were 

—  
POWERS 

Well, I was basically saying that a person, and I, that I was coming from 
doing things for people without expectation of return, that it was simply a 

good thing to do, to do good and all that. He was basically saying that was 
all baloney and that I was full of it, really. And that was the gist of it, was 

kind of the way what I remember was going on. So they let me in, and 
because I’d been out of school for some time, they had me take a bunch—

not a bunch, but how many? I don’t know, probably six or eight, six anyway, 

courses that weren’t exactly remedial, but they made me take kind of like a 
minor in psych at the bachelor’s level, I think. That’s what I really think it 

probably was. Of course, at that point what I found out was—and I didn’t 
really—that all of the psych stuff—not all of it, but much of it comes based 

on philosophical theories which I didn’t know. So I knew all this stuff to 
begin with, I mean was—so I whizzed through that stuff in a heartbeat. At 

the end, and by that time also I had decided that real estate and I weren’t 
going to be lovers forever.  

COATES 
So you were doing real estate for, like, fifteen years or something?  

POWERS 
No, probably closer to eight or nine.  

COATES 
Oh, okay. So there’s a period of time of just various jobs of this sort and 

that sort.  

POWERS 
Just floating around, doing whatever I could, yes.  

COATES 
And then kind of settling into real estate for eight or nine years, huh?  

POWERS 
I did do that, yes. Not well, but there I was out. I was out there every day 

anyway doing it.  
COATES 

Did you enjoy it or not?  
POWERS 

Probably not, because I’m a shy person, and so I didn’t really enjoy going 
and talking to people I didn’t know. I still don’t.  

COATES 



Having to sell something to them, huh, or trying to?  

POWERS 
Well, you had to sell something to them, and I don’t know. I mean, I don’t 

know. It wasn’t a fit. Carol’s sister is a stellar real estate, and she’s not a 
good person. The way it is, it’s the truth, and that’s a fact. [laughter] 

Anyway, but, anyway.  
COATES 

Okay.  
POWERS 

So it didn’t work out for me, it worked out for her, and I don’t know.  
COATES 

So when did you start thinking about going back to school? I mean, what 
made you start heading in that direction?  

POWERS 
Well, I was trying to figure out, because I wasn’t really very settled into 

myself, and I did some therapy and we did some counseling and all that 

stuff. Actually, it was the counselor that suggested I do it, and I did based 
on her suggestion, really. I never would have thought about it on that. So I 

did the basic stuff, and then they put us in—there was a group of us. There 
were maybe—I don’t know, it was less than ten. We were kind of a pod, and 

we started going through all this stuff together. At the same time, I had 
figured out that I really could get a—I needed a job that paid regular money. 

[laughs] That’s kind of what it came down to. Probably in keeping with this 
thing about doing good for people and all that stuff, I went down to a social 

service agency that was run by the Episcopal Church, as it turned out, and 
volunteered down there. So I was out doing stuff with people on the street 

and all that kind of thing. Then I found a job opening with the county of San 
Diego for—what do they call it? People that do like food stamps or general 

relief. They process stuff to get people benefits. You know what I mean? 
They have a name for it. Eligibility technician is what they call it. But these 

people take a look at all the paperwork and then they figure out if a person 

qualifies, and they do all that stuff. Well, I wasn’t very good at that because 
it all involved numbers and that kind of thing. In fact, I remember one time I 

was sitting there and I was about to cry. I was, probably. I was crying. I was 
not having a good time, and I couldn’t figure this out and couldn’t get this 

thing to work and whatever it is. There was—I remember this woman—she 
was a redhead, she was a stone drunk, drunk all the time. So she came over 

and took all my paper and stuff and kind of all threw it all up in the air and 
ran some pencils over all this stuff, and about twenty-nine minutes later she 

had it all figured out and solved for me. So that give you some idea about 
both ends of the thing. Well, then probably no more than six months into 

that stuff, some people came around and they were looking for a person that 
did what I do, but they wanted to put them on what they call a homeless 

van, and it was—what’s the word? Mental health thing, and so that sounded 



pretty like a lot of fun to me, because I’d already been doing stuff with 

people on the streets and all that stuff. So I got on that van and got out of 
the office, really, which was very cool. So we were out chasing crazy people 

around up in the trees and the bushes and getting them into hospital and 
services and that kind of thing. So I rode that van, and then there was a job 

that came up with—you had a choice, either in-home supportive services, 
which I don’t even know what that is. I never really figured it out. It’s kind 

of like helping people that need help in their own homes, and you’d be a 
social worker that kind of worked around that. The other choice was Child 

Protection Services, and I didn’t know what either one of those was, to tell 
you the truth. 

COATES 
This was like the late eighties, early nineties?  

POWERS 
This was, I’d tell you, 1989, actually. By that time, I was also in school, so I 

was going to school. I was taking a course a month. I was working my butt 

off, because I had to cram all that stuff into one time period, but I was doing 
it. It was fine. I was doing great, really, and I did great. I mean, I got good 

grades and all that stuff.  
COATES 

Where was this again?  
POWERS 

National University here in San Diego.  
COATES 

So you were living here in San Diego?  
POWERS 

I was in San Diego. We were married. I was working child protection and 
going to school. I don’t think I was sleeping a lot, to tell you the truth, 

because it was hard.  
COATES 

Nobody does in school.  

POWERS 
—every night. I remember on Sundays when Carol was off to church or 

whatever it was, I was off to group therapy. Not—well, it was group therapy, 
but it was for the students. I mean, we were all in there analyzing each 

other about something. I don’t know what we were doing. It was just 
terrible, really, crazy stuff, anyway. [laughter]  

COATES 
When you were working pulling crazies out of trees and things like that, as 

you put it— [laughs]  
POWERS 

Yes.  
COATES 

—were there—I mean, here in San Diego and everything, what—  



POWERS 

You would think there’d be some Indians in that, yes.  
COATES 

Yes, that’s what I’m trying to figure out—  
POWERS 

But there was not.  
COATES 

—how to frame the question, you know.  
POWERS 

There was not an Indian to be seen.  
COATES 

You did not encounter that?  
POWERS 

No.  
COATES 

You weren’t aware of programs for Indians that were to address this or 

things like that, huh?  
POWERS 

Was totally unaware of any programs, you know. At that point, it was all 
strictly—I’d use the word “secular,” I guess, as opposed to geared toward 

Indian. That’s the only way I could put it, but, no, I didn’t know of any 
programs, zero. Like I said, I thought all these—and I wasn’t that sure about 

were there any Indians around here to begin with. All I saw was Mexicans, 
really. You just—I don’t know. Then I got into child protection, and I was in 

a couple of units and doing the regular stuff, and then a lady that—the unit 
itself, which was a unit called an Indian Specialty Unit, and what it was, was 

just a really just wonderful design. The idea was for the workers to establish 
relationships with all the Indian tribes, consortiums, all that stuff. So they 

created this thing from scratch. So it had kind of gone —it had started, and 
the lady that started it was a really good starter, but she wasn’t much of a 

schmoozer, and she sure didn’t know how to work with Indians.  

COATES 
She was not Indian herself, huh?  

POWERS 
She was a non-Indian, yes. She was really good at writing things, writing 

programs and stuff and all that. They basically, I think, told her—no, I 
wasn’t —she said she was never going to go on a reservation again as long 

as she lived, I think is kind of what it came down to, after about a couple 
years of this stuff. So they hired my boss, Nilla Hamilton, and she’s 

Choctaw. She’s not a federal Indian, but she’s Choctaw. She’s a sweet, 
sweet lady, really smart, and really, really, really good with people. Then 

Robert White, and I’ll probably talk a little bit about him. I probably should 
quit talking about him, actually. He didn’t change anything, but he was the 

Indian liaison for the county. I’m not sure what that meant at the time. One 



thing I did know that it meant was that Robert and some friend of his, they 

had looked around and saw that the Hispanics had a day, and I don’t know, 
whoever else had a day, and so they decided they were going to have Indian 

Day. So they went and told the administration that they—I can’t remember 
what day it was, July 29th or something, was going to be Indian Day, and all 

the Indians were going to take the day off. [laughter] And they bought it. 
What are they going to do, because you can’t—all this PC cultural stuff. So 

that’s the flavor of Robert and his thing. Anyway, they took him out of his 
slot as the kind of—well, they moved him, sort of, from the Indian liaison 

thing and put him into the Indian unit and with Nilla Hamilton taking over 
the spot of this other woman that—you know. 

COATES 
This is Child Protective Services overall and it has an Indian unit?  

POWERS 
This is Child Protection Services, and these are only Indian cases, dedicated 

Indian cases, not just local but anybody that came into the county from 

anywhere. The idea of it was to follow ICWA, Indian Child Welfare Act, to the 
nth degree, but the other idea of it was that what—we called it the spirit of 

ICWA, so anybody that showed up that was an Indian, we didn’t care if they 
were federal or whatever it was, we gave them the same kind of service and 

everything. We were very proud of what we did, and rightly so, actually. So 
we made all of these liaisons with all of these Indian consortiums and all this 

stuff, and we met with them on a regular basis. We processed cases and 
people’s lives and tried to help them prior to —tried to not do custody and all 

that. And when we did it, we tried, we did, I think, make sure the kids got to 
go with relatives or got to go tribal, all the things that you hear about now, 

but that wasn’t happening. So, again, we had a good time while we were 
doing it. But that was the main part of it. But another Robert story you’ve 

got to have, this will be a—we won’t say any words here in a minute. 
[laughter] There was a woman that was in the unit, and she’d kind of been 

running things or something while the other woman was kind of not. So Nilla 

took over, it’s her first day in the unit, she had a meeting, everything, and 
this woman turns to Robert and she says, just basically, “What are you 

doing here, and what do you think you know about anything, and why are 
you even here?” So Robert, he just looked at her, and he [demonstrates]. 

And Nilla’s thinking, “What have I done to myself?” [laughter] But that’s kind 
of the way that went. But we went to all kinds of trainings. We went to—

what was the name of it now? I can’t remember. NICWA, it’s the National 
Indian Child Welfare organization— 

COATES 
Association.  

POWERS 
They used to have—still do have these meetings all over the world, and we 

went to many of those meetings where we schmoozed and learned and all 



that stuff and tried to figure out what we were doing and how we could do it 

better. So that went on for, god, I don’t know, I would say, from ’90, I 
would say six or seven years. Nobody would mess with us, because we had 

it figured out, and we were doing really, really good work. We were 
considered the paradigm organization in the nation. People were coming in 

from everywhere to look at us and see how we were doing business, and we 
were really doing it right, and the kids were benefitting and the parents too, 

really. I mean, everybody, really. Then the administration decided that—I 
don’t know what they decided—that we were too uppity or something. 

Anyway, they started trying to take it apart, and ultimately they did. 
COATES 

Which administration?  
POWERS 

The administration of Child Protection Services itself, yes.  
COATES 

Here in San Diego County or something like that?  

POWERS 
It’s only San Diego, and this was a San Diego operation. So bit by bit, they 

tore it down. By the time—  
COATES 

What was the rationale for doing that?  
POWERS 

I don’t know. I think part of the rationale is that one of the things that 
happens is that people come in to something and they have to make 

changes to put their stamp on it or whatever it is. So there was that part of 
it. The other thing was that every time some new administrator, boss, or 

whatever it is, came in, we had to reeducate them, or not—we had to 
educate them to tell them what it is we did and why we did it and how it 

worked the best and all that stuff. Some of the people just put up a wall, 
and ultimately, I don’t know, it’s hard to imagine, but I really think they just 

decided to undo us just because they could or wanted to or whatever it was. 

The unit that exists right now is just not—the Indian community doesn’t 
respect them, they don’t talk well of them. Like I say, the workers won’t go 

out in the community without a gun, without a cop who has a gun, I guess. 
So, I don’t know, it’s really weird, to say the least. Just to get back to the 

Indian thing, that’s where I started to learn all of this stuff, and so I would 
have to thank Robert for making me an Indian again, because he told me. I 

mean, I told him that one time. I said, “I owe you this, because you really 
are the one that brought it back home for me, brought it to me.” And I was 

going back home. My mother retired from what she was doing down here, 
which is the communication, and then she became—what do they call it? The 

letters are EEOC, but she was, like, making sure that people were doing 
right by people within the naval community. 

COATES 



EEOC?  

POWERS 
Yes, the Equal Opportunity—  

COATES 
The Equal Opportunity—  

POWERS 
—something or other.  

COATES 
Employment Opportunity something or other?  

POWERS 
Yes. She was making sure that nobody got messed over within the 

organizations, yes, and she was pretty good at that, and she was really—you 
know. They called her “the dragon lady,” and I don’t know if that started in 

Seattle or if that was here, but she was just hell on wheels. But she was a 
lot of fun too. I remember one time in Seattle when we were down in Alki 

Point living in a place down there. I don’t know. She had just repainted this 

place—it was a rental—maybe six months before, and that landlord told her 
that she had to repaint it again. That was not something, you know, and she 

got all her navy friends and had a big huge party and they painted the whole 
thing flat black. And that’s the truth. That will give you some idea of where 

she comes from on that part of it. So when I retired in—  
COATES 

Let me step back and get some clarity in my own mind about some things, 
because I’m a little confused still about the transition from getting your 

degree and how you get into Child Protective Services. What was the 
sequence of all of that again?  

POWERS 
Well, I kind of was getting my degree, and I found the job, is kind of what 

happened.  
COATES 

While you were still in school?  

POWERS 
While I was still in school, yes. I got the eligibility technician job, or maybe I 

got that first, I’m not—no. I think I got that. I think it was kind of—I don’t 
know. But the child protection job I got while I was still in school for sure.  

COATES 
Because they just kind of give you this choice, well, there’s this, there’s 

Child Protective, and then there’s something else that you didn’t know what 
that was either.  

POWERS 
Something that you don’t—yes, that’s kind of what they did, and I decided 

to go for the one —I don’t know. Yes, but it was probably meant to be.  
COATES 



Well, I was wondering, because it’s very interesting, giving what your own 

upbringing had been, if there was—if it resonated to you maybe—  
POWERS 

It resonated, yes.  
COATES 

—to be working with children and helping them out of tough situations, too, 
or something.  

POWERS 
Right. Right. And, I don’t know, there were only two times I cried. I’m not 

really, believe or not, I’m not a big crier about stuff. But the one time, in 
fact, Robert was—I swear to god, that guy comes from everywhere. As it 

turned out, it was really one of my first times out kind of on my own by 
myself kind of thing, and it was a SIDS death. So they sent him because 

he’d been around a long time, so they sent somebody who knew what the 
hell they were doing out to help me, help me with this thing in the 

investigation, all that stuff. That’s the first time I ever ran into Robert. But I 

was walking down the hall and just broke down in tears and that kind of 
thing. So the other time was even weirder, because I was sent out to 

investigate a child-abuse hitting, a thing on one or both girls, I think it was. 
And one girl, I think she was like a middle-school girl, and the other was like 

late elementary, maybe. So I did my investigation, and I wound up coming 
up with a molest on the whole thing. So I pulled the kids and all that other 

good stuff. Then not long after that I was doing initial investigation work, 
which is probably where I was better at because it something I didn’t need 

to think about for a long time, and somebody came up in the hall again. 
Same old hall, right? And what they told me, they told me that this guy that 

had done all this stuff, that what he did was he put a note in his daughter’s 
lunch bucket or something—or how in the hell he did that—and told them he 

was going to kill himself, and he did. He hung himself, I mean. Not to give 
you—I guess I want to give you the tenor of the horror of all this stuff, and 

yet we became inured to it and using all this wonderful black humor and all 

that stuff, and still this stuff is terrible. I mean, it is. It’s what it is. So why 
would I care whether this guy died? And yet when they told me that, it was 

just terrible. I’m crying all over the damn place. And yet the other side of it 
was that we had a guy that had done some terrible things to this set of kids, 

and he was arrested for it all, he went to prison. So we spent some 
considerable time trying to figure out if we could figure out a way to get him 

killed in prison. Then later we heard that somebody, they had killed him in 
prison, and so we went out drinking that night because that was such a good 

thing. So you see the dichotomy of all that stuff. So you have people—and 
I’m not [unclear] thousands of them out there that are doing things to help 

protect, well we talk about kids, but these are people that would protect 
anybody that needed protection. That’s kind of what they come from. So I 

guess what I’m saying is that’s where I come from because I have been 



known to step up and get in people’s faces and all that kind of thing. So to 

get to part of that, at the end, toward about a year before I retired—oh, 
well, there’s that. Carol and I were up in Julian up here on a nice little outing 

or whatever it is, and we were having dinner. She took a look at me, and, I 
don’t know, I just didn’t look good. I don’t know. I was all kind of red. So 

she started saying, “You need to get out of this thing,” and ultimately, you 
know, I did. But about a year to six months before that, I’d gotten a kid on 

my caseload that was a developmentally disabled kid. He weighed about 
250, scary, scary kid. He tended to pick up foosball machines and throw 

them across the room and all that kind of thing. But I had him on my 
caseload, and for some reason I kept him after I retired. I became his 

mentor, and I’ve still got him. So I stayed with the kid. I kept him out of 
Juvenile Hall. I walked him through the hospital system, through the mental 

health system and Regional Center. And I’ve made social workers cry, really, 
especially the Regional Center. They deserve to cry. Those people are stupid 

anyway. But that’s the kind of thing that’s probably part of what I am, is to 

do that kind of helping, and to stick with somebody that—I’m pretty loyal, I 
guess, the way I would put it, on that part of it. I don’t know. So I kept him 

all that time. But it’s around October of the year I retired, one of the county 
council people here called me up, and they wanted me to do something 

about experts for this case they had, and I didn’t know what they were 
talking about. So Robert, of course, jumps in again, and tells me I should do 

this thing, and so that’s what started all this expert piece of. So, I don’t 
know, I mean, I can tell you how it all works, but it probably doesn’t matter. 

I don’t know. It’s just I look at everything in the case, I talk to everybody, I 
make sure that the county’s doing what they’re supposed to be doing to try 

to help get the families back together again and to make sure nobody’s 
screwing over the kids. Then I go write a report and testify, if I have to, to 

make that happen. 
COATES 

Again, this is all ICWA exclusively?  

POWERS 
Totally ICWA exclusive. And multiple tribes. Because I’ve been doing this for 

so long, I know a lot of stuff that other people don’t. Well, I know a lot of 
stuff that other people don’t know, but I also know how to interview and 

question, how to talk to tribes, how to figure out all the iffy stuff that’s going 
on and all that kind of thing. So I wound up being pretty good at it, I guess. 

I’m probably better at that than I was at anything I ever did, that part of it. 
So, I don’t know. Anyway, that’s what I’m doing right now. Then the other 

thing I did was when I retired, I went down to San Diego American Indian 
Health and started volunteering down there. So I wound up on their board of 

directors, and then I wound up being the chairman of the board of directors 
for about a year and a half. Then I got into the Indian politics of the whole 

thing, and then I think I got thrown out. Well, I quit, but the crowd was right 



behind me with the guns. [laughter] In the middle nineties, I think, my 

mother gave me an Indian flute, and so I started trying to figure that out on 
my own, naturally. So Carol talks about me sounding like a cow on it. She 

made me play it in the bathroom for a long time. But I didn’t play it for a 
long time now, so it’s been a real help to me. The other piece is that I spent 

a lot of time and read a lot of books, reading, I think, some good and some 
purportedly Indian spirituality stuff, so I’ve got a ton of books up there that 

I’ve gone through over the years, and I spent a lot of time trying to figure 
that out and a lot of time praying about that stuff. So that’s been a pretty 

big piece of it, too, you know, in that part of it. As I said, when my mother 
was here early on, she was part of a Cherokee organization that met under 

some oak tree on Lakeside. So when I came here, as I said, I tried to find 
that myself. So when you showed up and we started doing that later, and 

then a satellite organization has been going, so that’s been a good, good 
thing. Of course, I became quite disenchanted after this whole thing 

between the end of the Smith and the beginning of Baker. So I’m going to 

have to sort that out for myself too. 
COATES 

When you say when I showed up, you mean the history?  
POWERS 

The history course.  
COATES 

The history course, that was kind of it?  
POWERS 

Yes, that was a big deal. In fact, I’m not trying to blow smoke or anything, 
because I learned stuff I didn’t know, which I thought which was pretty 

amazing because I thought I knew everything about Cherokee, because I 
had been raised with all this stuff all these years and read a lot of stuff. I 

have these books, I have tons of books, but none of which—  
COATES 

So you started reading in the seventies, is that what you said?  

POWERS 
I started reading. I think I started reading in the seventies, and so I read 

Mooney’s [phonetic] books and, oh, I don’t know, just a lot of people that 
are trying to tell something.  

COATES 
What brought you back into that? What brought you into that in the 

seventies, do you think, when—  
POWERS 

I don’t know. I just remember the year in my head, and I don’t even know. 
I’m assuming it was right. But I remember starting the search, so, I don’t 

know. Something was missing or I wanted to figure out what it was, but it 
was impossible, really. So I went and I have spent a lot of my—my mother, 

again, bought me some language tapes from Prentice-Roberts language 



tapes, so I messed with those for a long time. My memory is not good 

enough to remember, but I can hear the sounds and, apparently, as my 
grandmother used to say, my accent’s not all that bad, on occasion anyway. 

I remember one time we were in Oklahoma and having Thanksgiving dinner, 
and so I told her and the rest of the people what we were having in 

Cherokee, you know, turkey and all that stuff. She said, “Well, your accent’s 
good,” which sort of is like saying, “He’s above average,” I think, tell you the 

truth. [laughter] So that’s the way that went. So I’ve been working on this, 
on being Cherokee for a long time. As I say, “I know I are one.” [laughs] But 

I think for a long time I thought maybe there was big—you know, the noble 
classical Indian thing. I was kind of trying to figure out how to be one of 

them, but I never could figure that out, so I kind of have to just settle for 
being the surviving Cherokee that I am and that’s okay. 

COATES 
Yes, just recognizing what your experience is as an Indian, experience 

whatever it is, huh?  

POWERS 
Well, yes, because, you know, again, like Robert and the teacher, she asked 

him, “Why don’t you wear your Indian clothes?” And he said, “Well, these 
are my Indian clothes.” “Do you not wear the bow and arrow?” He said, 

“Well, no, I use an AK-47 when I hunt deer.” [laughter]  
COATES 

Yes.  
POWERS 

So I don’t know. I’m obviously not going to give it up, because it’s the way it 
is.  

COATES 
So you were reading and you were thinking about all of that all of those 

years you were selling real estate and not involved in ICWA.  
POWERS 

Yes. There was nobody. The only one—you know, again, back to being the 

noble Indian thing, so it kind of sounds like a stupid way to put it, but the 
involvement I had was with the family I had. So we’re talking about my 

cousins and all of those Indian people that I was hanging out with all those 
years and didn’t really realize—I don’t know what I thought they were. 

[laughter] They’re Indians and I didn’t recognize them, or something like 
that anyway, because we weren’t talking about being Indian. We were just 

talking about being. I don’t know. Maybe that’s something people need to 
get across to people, that, I guess, to some extent the analogy would be my 

thought that all of these local Indians here had it all together and they were 
all very—you know, and it turned out they weren’t. So maybe there it’s not a 

matter of having it all together or turning out that you were, that you are, 
just being what you are, because that’s not going to ever change. Somebody 

asked me one time, well, the typical question, “How much Indian are you?” 



But somebody said something about—how did they put that? Not how long 

have you been a Cherokee or something like that, and I can’t remember who 
told me. I said, “Well, I’ve always been a Cherokee.” So it’s the way it is.  

COATES 
Just didn’t have to wear it on your sleeve, huh?  

POWERS 
I guess I didn’t, I don’t know, I mean. There’s really no—there’s a lot of 

things I would change about how I wound up getting it done, but I don’t 
know what else I could have done. I don’t know what I could have done, 

because I did everything I could have done, I mean, I don’t know. I’ve done 
everything that I could do, because I’ve been trying for at least the thirty —

well, forty years to figure it out. So I don’t know where it goes from here.  
COATES 

And you kept going home.  
POWERS 

And I kept going home, yes, and I’d go home and I’d walk around Fort 

Gibson or I’d go up to Tahlequah and go where I could. I didn’t know 
anything, because no one ever told me about the places that I—I mean, I’ve 

been to Mural House and I’ve been to the courthouse, but that’s not where 
the places are. And I didn’t know where—I still don’t know where the places 

are, except to read some of the books to where some of the things are. Oh, 
she came out to see you. That’s Ohso [phonetic]. She’s a sweet cat.  

COATES 
Yes, she’s pretty.  

POWERS 
Her name is a story, too, true story. A guy named Tim Peck [phonetic], 

who’s the guy I told you about that writes the reports, he actually writes the 
reports that were about that thick that everybody hated to see come. He’s a 

very—well, not now, because he’s getting older, but he was a very young-
looking guy, so I don’t know how old he was in the 1990’s, so twenty, thirty, 

twenty-five years ago, I guess now, twenty years ago. So he looked very 

like he was twenty-two or something, I don’t know, and so he’d go out on 
the rez and all the young ladies out there thought he just was the cat’s 

meow, looking at him and all that stuff. So they started calling him and 
telling him he was, “Oh, so cute.” So we named him “Oh, so cute.” 

[laughter] So that’s actually her name because she’s a little kitten, you 
know.  

COATES 
Oh, so cute.  

POWERS 
And my daughter, actually, Carrie [phonetic], got a cat and she named him 

Yona [phonetic], and so her name now is shortened up to Ohso, which is 
Spanish for bear. So that’s a full circle. But she’s a very sweet thing, yes. I 



don’t know. Anyway, that’s the end—well, it’s not the end of my story, 

because I’m seventy-one and a half. I guess there’ll be another me.  
COATES 

Right. You’ve still got some — [laughs]  
POWERS 

—another hassle to figure out what’s going to happen next, I don’t know.  
COATES 

Where did your mother end up?  
POWERS 

Well, that’s part of the thing. She retired. Golly, I don’t know the years now, 
but she retired and went back to Oklahoma, so somewhere—it could have 

been—because Carol and I were married, must have been somewhere in the 
seventies, I think, because I remember her getting in the car and driving off 

with Mimi, my grandma, in the car and going back there.  
COATES 

So your grandmother had ended up here, huh?  

POWERS 
My grandma, yes. And I think I lied to you a little bit. I thought that she 

had—I don’t think this is true. I thought she had gone to Seattle, that 
Mother brought her up to Seattle, but I don’t think so. I think she brought 

her out here, and they lived together for a long, long time. They’ve lived 
down south by Chula Vista and Upper Otay and those kind of places while 

Mother was working the various places. Mimi, she didn’t work. Grandma 
didn’t work anymore at that point. So one day she retired, and they got in 

the car and drove off to go home, is what they were doing. In Fort Gibson 
there was—well, she wasn’t my aunt. She’s, I don’t know, an Indian aunt, I 

guess. Aunt Bea was her name, matter of fact, and she and her husband, 
Harry, maybe, lived across the street from where my great-grandma and the 

old home place there in Fort Gibson, which is now a rest home. That’s 
probably appropriate. Anyway, they lived right across the street in a house, 

and I remember their house. They had a big garden, that I remember, and 

all that. My mother wanted to buy that house, of course, when she retired 
back there, and so she tried to get it all figured out. But that house, I don’t 

know, if she could have bought it for 40,000, it would have taken another 
80,000 to— 

COATES 
To fix it up and get it livable, huh?  

POWERS 
—fix it up. So she bought some more modern thing. Then the old home 

place wound up, one of the aunts lived there for a long time, and they 
wound up selling that, and then it became this rest—well, a retirement 

home. Well, it’s not just a retirement home, it’s sort of a healthcare center, 
too, or something like that. But I remember that place, and I remember Fort 

Gibson really well. I remember the corner drugstore up there, and I 



remember Boatwright’s [phonetic] General Store, and I remember being in 

love with Ruthann Boatwright [phonetic] when I was five years old. I 
remember, they say, the telephone company and Uncle Jack’s—I don’t know 

if it was his first wife or his second wife, but one of those of wives, anyway. 
So I remember [unclear] good memories of Fort Gibson more than anything. 

I liked that town. It was a good town. I remember the fort a little bit, but the 
fort really wasn’t part of what I remember originally. It’s interesting.  

COATES 
It’s just the neighborhood and the people and things like that?  

POWERS 
Yes, the neighborhood and the people and—  

COATES 
The family.  

POWERS 
I remember Mrs. Owl, I called her. They lived here, and Mrs. Owl lived like—

there was a street and then she was the next house over. Well, her name 

really was Mrs. Howell. I didn’t know that until much, much, much later. I 
remember going over to her house and having to go out to the bathroom, 

and the bathroom was an outhouse out there. I can’t remember if it was a 
turkey or a goose or some big damn bird chased me out there, scared the 

hell out of me. [laughter] That’s what I remember about Mrs. Owl’s house 
anyway. In fact, it was funny because it was that same bird and was reborn, 

I don’t know. [laughs] But we went to Hawaii and I remember I’d gone out 
from the apartment or whatever it was to go do something like that, and I 

didn’t have any shoes on and had my bathing suit on or something. I came 
back, and this damn—well, it wasn’t a chicken, but it was some bird, and he 

started jumping, trying to attack me or whatever it is, and pretty soon it 
come down to what he had won because I was standing on a bench and this 

bird had me held off. [laughter] So I think maybe that was a reincarnation of 
Mrs. Owl’s turkey.  

COATES 

Yes, sounds like it. [laughter]  
POWERS 

I don’t know. So all of those stories anyway.  
COATES 

Then your mom passed away in Fort Gibson, is that—  
POWERS 

She did. She passed away—well, Mimi passed. Well, everybody passed 
away. Mimi passed away. Aunt Annie passed away; she died of cancer. Aunt 

Eleanor lived to be like ninety-eight, I think it was. Mimi was—god, I think 
she was eighty-nine. I’m not sure of that, right around there anyway. Uncle 

Ross had died a long time before that of cancer. Uncle Jack died. All the 
funerals I’ve been to, I went to my great-grandfather’s funeral. I don’t 

remember going to my great-grandmother’s funeral. That’s pretty funny. I 



wonder why. I went to Uncle Return’s funeral. I used to call him Uncle 

Turnip Greens. There’s no telling, anyway. And Uncle Jack, I think I went to 
his funeral. I remember he was buried somewhere outside of where 

everybody else was buried, Aunt Annie and Aunt Eleanor and my mother. My 
mother—I guess it’s a story. She was having a hard time dying. She was 

having a hard time breathing. I don’t know. So she died, really, and I 
remember—I don’t know what Cherokees call it. The Irish call it keening. But 

I was just in the room alone with her, screaming. Not screaming. It wasn’t 
screaming. It was something else. I don’t know. If you wanted to be a real 

Indian, I guess you could tell you it was Sioux singing a death song, is what 
it was. So that’s it. I remember when she got buried, I was up there with my 

daughter, actually—and who else was there? I took my flute up there and I 
played it. I don’t remember. Anyway, I remember it must have been really 

loud, because that flute you can’t play loud because it’s not that kind. I 
mean, it just doesn’t. Some flutes demand lighter touches, and other flutes 

you can blow all day on. But Carrie said, “I never heard you play flute 

before.” I said, “You heard me play a lot of times.” She said, “Not like that.” 
So that’s the spiritual piece. 

COATES 
Right.  

POWERS 
My aunts, when they moved from the old home place, they bought—this is 

so Cherokee, really. I always thought so. They bought a place on Glad Road 
[phonetic], which is another one of our cousins, Frankie Glad and Jimmy 

Glad and all those guys. But it borders the Cherokee cemetery, and I get 
confused on the—what’s the one in Fort Gibson, the Cherokee National 

Cemetery? I don’t think that’s it. I think it’s got another name. It’s the 
Cherokee cemetery, though, so—  

COATES 
I don’t know.  

POWERS 

Yes, it’s just right there, and there’s a whole bunch of folks buried in there. 
But they bought a house that backed up to that cemetery, and you tell 

people that, and they think they’re nuts. Why would anybody buy a house 
backed up to a cemetery? But they backed up to it because that’s where 

their people were.  
COATES 

Just to stay close, huh? Keep them nearby.  
POWERS 

Yes. And all our family wasn’t buried up there. The great-grandparents were 
buried there. My Aunt Annie and Aunt Eleanor and my mother, my grandma 

are buried there, all in one location, and then, of course, there’s lots of other 
people that are kin to us there. I don’t know where anybody else is buried. 

But there’s another cemetery somewhere else that is the national cemetery, 



and I don’t know, I never really got the difference. It’s confusing to me, 

anyway.  
COATES 

Well, the national cemetery would be associated with the fort, I guess, 
wouldn’t it?  

POWERS 
Yes, I guess, maybe it is.  

COATES 
But, anyway, yes, I think so.  

POWERS 
But it’s not near the fort, I know that. But that one there is very Cherokee, 

and it’s being kept up, which is—  
COATES 

When your mom joined AIM and then was told she couldn’t belong to an 
organization like that because of her job and all of that—  

POWERS 

Yes, yes, they were going to fire her, I think. And, I don’t know, I heard that 
story later, because she—I don’t know. I mean, we didn’t—I don’t know. She 

didn’t tell me that story right then. She told that to me a long time after 
that.  

COATES 
So you don’t really know why all of a sudden she—because she hadn’t 

interacted with Indians or Indian.  
POWERS 

Well, I don’t know what she did all the time. [laughter] So I know that she 
was pretty much of a rebel, as am I. I guess that’s where we all get it from. 

So I don’t know what she did, and I don’t know what she would have done if 
she hadn’t been constrained by the—it was her occupation, her living. She 

couldn’t mess with that, I mean, really.  
COATES 

Right. There was just something about it that appealed to her, it sounds like, 

huh. You don’t know if she kept up with even though she had to quit, if she 
continued to—  

POWERS 
I don’t think she kept—I never heard anything about it. So I don’t know. All 

I know is that she told me that a long time after that, and I don’t know what 
precipitated it or—I don’t know. No clue.  

COATES 
Okay. I think you’re uncomfortable. You’re getting uncomfortable so—  

POWERS 
Am I?  

COATES 
It looks like you are. [laughter] So we should probably stop for—  

POWERS 



Sounds good to me. Thank you very much.  

COATES 
Thank you. Thank you so much for the time.  

POWERS 
I appreciate the opportunity to—  

1.3. Session 3  

April 4, 2013 

COATES 

Today is April 4. This is Julia Coates, and I am again for the third session 
with Phil Powers at his home in San Diego. We have completed the life 

history, I think, unless you have thought of other things you’d like to bring 
up.  

POWERS 
There was only one other thing.  

COATES 
Okay.  

POWERS 
My mother told me about my grandfather, because we were talking about 

spirituality and my pursuit of that. Even after all these years, still trying to 
figure it out, believe me. But she told me that when she was a little girl—or 

a girl anyway—or a little girl, I guess, that people used to come to him 
with—and she mentioned broken things—arms, legs, whatever it is, and he 

would take them out behind the barn and do whatever, and they’d get 

healed, fixed, whatever you want to call it. Then she also told me that—and 
I’ve read that the medicine piece gets passed down one on one, and if the 

person that’s the medicine person or doctor doesn’t find anybody, then it 
goes away for that line at any rate. So that’s kind of the way that went. The 

only thing I remember one time, and it was before my Uncle Jack offered to 
have me drive him to rob the bank. I know, what a character. But I 

remember we were all at the house at my aunt’s house because it was next 
to the cemetery. Citizens Cemetery is what they call that, by the way. I can’t 

remember whether Jack was there, and I wasn’t paying attention to 
anything, whatever it is, and my aunt told me to stand still and be quiet, 

because he’s praying for me. So it makes me think that Jack got passed 
down to that piece, but that’s all I know about it, and it never went any 

further or anything like that.  
COATES 

Do you think that would have had anything to do with the reason that Jack 

was traveling so much?  
POWERS 

You know, I don’t know. I think Jack’s private life was a mystery, to tell you 
the truth.  



COATES 

You don’t think maybe he was doctoring people or—  
POWERS 

He could have been, I don’t know, but he certainly knew, because, you 
know, not everybody knows about how to deal with people that are—well, 

I’m saying “in the hills,” but that’s not really what I mean, but people of 
rural of that kind of—that they’re not sophisticated city people, that they—so 

he knew how to do that and that’s what he did. So I don’t know what 
combination of things that he did. Just that’s all I know, so I thought that 

ought to get out there, at any rate, just for grins. I don’t know if anybody—
no one else knows that. Well, they do now, don’t they? [laughter]  

COATES 
They will.  

POWERS 
No one else knew it before, that’s for sure. Anyway, so I’m at your mercy, 

you know. [laughter] That was about it.  

COATES 
You’ve worked with Indian Child Welfare for over twenty years.  

POWERS 
Yes.  

COATES 
And you, since retirement, have continued to serve as an expert witness in 

ICWA cases.  
POWERS 

That’s true.  
COATES 

So I thought if you’d be willing to just talk about some of the things that 
you’ve seen, this will be about yourself and your own experiences, but also 

just the kinds of things that you may have seen in terms of what life is like 
for Indian people in southern California. And we should probably preface this 

by saying that you deal in an area where the picture could get a little 

skewed because it’s not pretty a lot of the time.  
POWERS 

That’s true.  
COATES 

Would that be a fair description?  
POWERS 

That’s fair to say.  
COATES 

So we do want to acknowledge that before going into this, that this is maybe 
not typical, but it’s a slice of the—  

POWERS 
It’s a thin slice of what it is.  

COATES 



—pie that is the experience of Native people in southern California.  

POWERS 
Well, I guess to begin with, pre-casino, these folks, all these tribes really 

were very poor. For instance, the reservations that were created here, the 
Rincon people, the La Jolla people, they are Luiseno people, those bands. I 

guess they broke them up kind of that way. They all speak the same 
language. They were put in—Rincon didn’t have anything really, La Jolla was 

up in the mountains, and none of them had any way to make work for 
themselves. I don’t know if I know the story exactly, but I believe that, if I 

get it right, essentially, Escondido, I think, stole the water on what would be 
the San Luis Rey River that came out of the mountains over by kind of Santa 

Ysabel and then into La Jolla and on down, and, of course, it flows further to 
the sea. I know that they fought for a long time in court, and I thought they 

had won the case, because La Jolla was getting ready to bottle water, 
because bottled water is a big deal. They’d been selling water. But then I 

heard not long ago that that didn’t happen. So that’s the kind of thing. As far 

as the poverty kind of thing goes, there’s a reservation called Los Coyotes, 
which actually they’re Mountain Cahuilla, really. The Cahuilla folks, their 

main, I guess, if we talk to—I was thinking Tohono O’odham, that’s not what 
I mean—the Torres-Martinez people, they’re probably not going to say these 

are the main guys, but they’re the biggest that own essentially Palm 
Springs. So you have Desert Cahuilla, you have kind of Intermountain or 

Mountain Cahuilla. These guys are the only Cahuilla folks in San Diego 
County. You get over into the county and then you run into some other 

mountain guys. They didn’t have any electricity on that reservation forever. 
COATES 

When was that?  
POWERS 

Well, up until probably middle nineties, I don’t know, somewhere around 
there. That’s what I think anyway. And I don’t know the story. There was 

some political stuff that went on, but somehow somebody, some set of folks 

there managed to get electricity on half of the reservation and not the other 
half. So I suspect there’s some politics that went on there. Like Rincon 

reservation, if you drove in there, the housing was all pretty ratty. There 
was a bunch of mobile homes that were in terrible shape, really, in that part 

of it. The schools that the kids went to, which that would be all the way over 
into before you get to Pala, there’s a road called Cole Grade Road that 

comes down, and there was an elementary school where the kids mostly 
went, and I know there were stories of the prejudice. I know that the 

education levels were just terrible, and I don’t know the numbers on 
graduation and all that, but they’re much worse than anywhere else. So that 

piece of it, really not good news.  
COATES 

And it continues to be that way to this time?  



POWERS 

I don’t hear that it got improved. The kids that went from elementary school 
up to—I think it’s Valley Center. No, I think it’s either—I don’t think—well, it 

is a high school. There’s a high school that was up Cole Grade Road that 
they went to, and so they were mixed in with the dominant culture 

Caucasian folks up there, and they were mixed in also at Pala Valley 
Elementary School, I think I want to call it. But it wasn’t a really good 

education for these guys, and the graduation rates, as I say, were terrible. I 
know I met a woman not in that area, but an area out on Campo 

reservation, which is southeast kind of toward the southeast up getting 
ready to get up against the mountains up there. Snows in Campo. [laughs] 

But it doesn’t snow much here at any rate. I remember she was going to be 
the first person in her tribe—that would be Campo—to graduate from 

college. She got a degree from National University. I believe that would have 
been, again, in the middle nineties, late nineties, that kind of thing. And I 

believe that she—I don’t know for sure, but I heard her name later, and I 

heard she was elected chairman, which is the same what we call chief. All 
these guys around here are chairmen or chairperson, I guess it is. We’ve got 

to get—  
COATES 

Right. They’re all Indian Reorganization Act tribes.  
POWERS 

Exactly, 1930, is it?  
COATES 

Thirty-four.  
POWERS 

Thirty-four is what I remember of the Indian Movement. So there is that 
part of it. I probably shouldn’t say her name, but at any rate, one person on 

the Rincon reservation, there was somebody came up to her house with a—
now I can’t remember how it went, but it wasn’t a gun. I think it was a knife. 

So there was that kind of thing going on. The interface between the San 

Diego Sheriff’s Department and the folks was at many times not good, and I 
wish I could relate the total in story, and I can’t really say, but I know that 

one guy was shot gunned to death on the Rincon reservation that maybe 
shouldn’t have been. So there’s that part of it, and I do know that they had 

this project that I told you about earlier where they interviewed federal 
Indians and other Indians that are real Indians but they’re really not federal 

Indians. So those kind of stories about tribal—or, excuse me, police 
prejudice or, I don’t know, I’m not sure, brutality occur here. So it hasn’t 

always been a wonderful thing. And that’s just San Diego County. Then you 
get up into the other counties.  

COATES 
Now, these are nongaming tribes that—  

POWERS 



Well, they were. Everybody was nongaming, of course. I sat in this lady’s 

living room on cases. There’s a lady, and I don’t remember her name now, 
to tell you the truth, but she was a matriarch, really, of these Sycuan folks, 

and she’s the one that kicked it off. She had a piece of property that was her 
own, and she couldn’t talk the tribe into doing anything. So she donated her 

own piece of property, set up a bingo parlor, and then from that became the 
Sycuan Casino that everybody’s so happy and proud of, as well they should 

be, because it created a lot of income for the—and these tribes are not very 
big tribes, and so the amount of money that they get is pretty amazing.  

COATES 
This is in per-capita payments?  

POWERS 
These are in per-capita payments, so you’re looking at anything—they didn’t 

start out that big, but anything from seven to thirteen, fourteen thousand 
bucks a month.  

COATES 

A month.  
POWERS 

A month, yes, big, big bucks, with the big guys pay. Well, in my kind of—so 
Barona pays big, I know Sycuan pays big, Pechanga do the same thing, 

Morongo. There’s a number of them. The gaming tribes, some of them didn’t 
make it. In fact, Rincon Tribe, they had set up a bingo establishment up on 

the Rincon reservation, and the way I heard it was they got kind of 
infiltrated. They tried to put up a casino and they got infiltrated by some 

nefarious bad guys. I don’t know what we’re going to call them, but there 
they were anyway, at least I think. My memory says they were out of Vegas, 

but I don’t know that to be true, although their casino now is Harrah’s, 
which is out of Vegas. It’s very successful. They’re getting quite a lot of 

money, although I don’t think they’re getting the same kind of money that 
everybody else is. So these were really poor people, I guess is kind of the 

point of it all.  

COATES 
You’ve had dealings in your position as an ICWA worker with families from 

these tribes, for the most part.  
POWERS 

Yes.  
COATES 

So what sorts of changes have you seen in the pre-gaming and post-gaming 
era in terms of the type of work that you’ve done with them?  

POWERS 
Well, like any culture, really, most of the people have taken their money and 

done properly with it, just that. I mean, you know, you always hear about 
the worst cases, and you hear about all the drugs and the meth and all that 

stuff, but that’s not anywhere near the preponderance of people. However, 



the ones that I deal with personally, there’s so many cases where the 

person’s getting, I don’t know, 10,000 a month per capita and it’s gone all 
up in smoke and meth and whatever it is. The kids are not being cared for. 

Child Protection gets all involved in everything. I don’t know. I was thinking 
about what you—what we were talking about before, as far as the impact of 

the provision of ICWA services to the folks that are having these kind of 
problems, and, I don’t know, maybe it’s just because I’m jaded, but I just 

see these guys come back again and again and again. I see, well, in some 
cases, anyway, four or five children are taken away and they’re not 

returned, and these people don’t get it together, and they’re just chased 
around. I see a lot of cases where there’s not a marriage and/or not a stable 

pairing, whatever you want to call it, in the home, so the kids grow up 
without a father, really. That’s the way I see it, at any rate. I don’t know. I 

know or hear, whatever, of some gangs and stuff like that, but I can’t really 
say that I have first-hand experience with that. Other people would probably 

be better prepared to talk about that issue of it, but I think it’s something 

that would need to be discussed if you’re going to discuss the whole part of 
it. Sycuan, Barona, Viejas, Pechanga, and some others have taken a lot of 

money that didn’t go to—and a lot of money coming in—Pala, and they’ve 
built infrastructures. They’ve beefed up their social services. They’ve really 

done things to help their tribal members, and all to the good. So anybody 
that says that gaming is a terrible thing is probably not right overall. 

Certainly if you were living on welfare and, I don’t know, maybe on some 
little money from the federal government—like Rincon built a really nice 

Indian Health—it used to be a little clinic in trailers and things, and they built 
a really nice clinic up there, and people get pretty good healthcare up there, 

the one thing I’ll say, and other places too. There’s other different places 
on—Viejas has been there forever, providing really, really good care for 

people. The issue, though, is if somebody has a problem where they need to 
go to a hospital, that’s not going to happen in California because there are 

no Indian hospitals in California, zip, zero, and I don’t know exactly how that 

happened. I mean, I don’t know what they do, to tell you the truth, if they 
can’t get it done at the clinics, and that’s a terrible thing. 

COATES 
I think they just use Public Health, don’t they, the PHS? I’ve had friends that 

did, at least. That’s all I know.  
POWERS 

Well, they have to leave the state to get it done, because there is no—where 
are they going to go, I mean?  

COATES 
There’s a facility in Los Angeles, I know. I had a friend who had surgery 

there that was done completely for free.  
POWERS 

Did you? Okay. Well, I don’t—  



COATES 

You have to be under a certain income level and so forth, because it’s Public 
Health.  

POWERS 
Oh, okay. Well, yes, anybody that’s under the income minimums and things 

can obviously go to whatever, and they go through Medicare—not Medicare. 
It’s California Medical. I can’t remember what it’s called right now. Yes, 

anybody, that would be where they would go if they were poor. And, of 
course, if they’re rich, I guess they can go where they want to go.  

COATES 
So it’s the in between that kind of gets—  

POWERS 
Yes, that’s the guys I was really kind of trying to think of. And, of course, all 

of these reservations are not gaming and they’re all not rich. What they did 
do, the California government kind of put a lot of pressure on them. I mean, 

between Schwarzenegger and—well, Schwarzenegger, I think, mostly—and 

made the casinos give up some money to the state. I don’t the catalyst for 
making it happen, but it was a good thing, because the gaming tribes agreed 

to put money into the pot, and so the nongaming tribes were getting a 
chunk of change from the gaming tribes. I don’t know. It’s hard to say.  

COATES 
Do you know if that’s throughout the state or is that just a—  

POWERS 
That should be throughout the state, because it was a state thing that they 

were involved in, and I don’t know that much about anything that’s north of 
Pechanga, really, well, north of the 10. Most of what I knew was there. I’ve 

talked about before the good news for San Diego, the Indian unit itself, was 
that the goal in the end was to identify relative placements for the kids to 

work between the county’s workers and the ICWA workers for the various 
consortiums really, not just the tribal, but the consortiums really is what 

they were, in order to kind of understand what was going on with a family, 

and so when custody had to be taken, which was really trying to avoid it, 
really, truly so, then it could be done as well as you could make it happen. I 

know that’s not the case in other places, and I don’t think I ever read the 
reports and things, but the feedback from it—they talk about Riverside 

being—they were at one time really terrible. They talk now still about San 
Bernardino County being not good for ICWA stuff and all that. So it’s a 

mixed bag. Nobody, I don’t think, took our model and fully implemented it. 
There is an Indian unit in L.A. that does pretty good stuff, but there are no 

tribes per se in L.A. because they got rid of them all. I mean, you know, the 
Gabrielino guys up there, those guys are all pretty well gone, so there’s no 

tribal people up there. 
COATES 



Now, the model that you’re talking about was even dismantled here in San 

Diego, though, you said, huh?  
POWERS 

It really was. It really was dismantled. The people that are in the Indian unit 
now, the tribes or the tribal folks have no respect for them, and I said they 

just aren’t doing what we were doing, because we were—I don’t know, 
maybe we always said we were cowboys, but how could Indians be 

cowboys? But that’s the way it went anyway. But we, without any hesitation, 
went out there. But the main part of it was that we were meeting with folks 

on the consortiums and things on either a weekly or a monthly basis, 
depending on the consortium, and we would discuss all these cases. So by 

the time, we knew, everybody knew what was going on. Of course, because 
of not just the political ramifications, but the, I think, pretty serious danger 

to some of the ICWA tribal or ICWA social workers, they would many times 
back off from going with us to take custody. I totally understand that, 

because they live where they live, and everybody knows where that is. 

COATES 
Do you think that for tribes that have seen some economic prosperity 

beginning in the last—I don’t know, how long has it been, ten, fifteen years 
of it?  

POWERS 
1990-something, yes.  

COATES 
So fifteen years, maybe, something like that. Do you have any idea if maybe 

the number of cases involving children being taken out of homes and things 
like that has increased, decreased, if it’s had any impact?  

POWERS 
I don’t know the numbers at this point, and I think it would vary from county 

to county and from policy to policy. I know for a fact that L.A. is in trouble 
because they have chosen—and I think this is a countywide thing—they’ve 

chosen to leave kids in situations that are more dangerous than they could 

be, and so that has to carry over to the Indian unit itself. I know, let’s see, 
actually that was a San Bernardino case out of one of the desert cities, 

whatever that means. [laughs] They left them in a situation under what they 
call family maintenance when they shouldn’t have. I know one case in L.A., 

for instance—well, I just finished the case, and it’s exactly this. I think it was 
domestic violence that was going on, and there was a father that appeared 

to the county to be okay enough to place a probably thirteen-, fourteen-
year-old daughter with him. Then sometime later, after they—and they 

didn’t bother to vet his criminal record, which is incredible. The guy was—
and how they retook custody of that kid was there, like—god, I don’t know, 

there must have been a dozen different drug agencies that all came 
glomming down on this guy and grabbed him, arrested him. He was—I use 

the Mexican Mafia, because they used another word. Anyway, it was—I’m 



sorry, I don’t want to use the word “cartel.” They didn’t use the word 

“cartel,” but it was a Mexican drug thing, and he was part of. He was a 
known gang member, had a—I can’t remember the name of the gang, 

probably shouldn’t say it anyway—and he had a street nickname. So they 
caught him. He had an Uzi machine gun. He had automatic weapons. I can’t 

remember, pretty sure there were drugs. So he’s gone away now. Oh, and 
also, they’re going to export him. [laughter] They’re not going to import 

him, that’s for sure. [laughter] Anyway, but he’s going out of country when 
they get through messing with him. 

COATES 
Wow.  

POWERS 
So that was a case where they didn’t do their homework.  

COATES 
So is he Indian then or—  

POWERS 

Let’s see. Who’s the Indian there?  
COATES 

Must have been the mother if that’s—  
POWERS 

I think it was the mother. It may well have been the mom.  
COATES 

If he’s been deported.  
POWERS 

I don’t think—he wasn’t. No, I’m sorry. He definitely wasn’t. That guy 
definitely was not the Indian, and right now I have to think it through 

because I can’t remember who wound up being the actual Indian. The tribe 
was one of the plains tribes that they were involved, that they were 

members of and eligible to. And it’s still going on. Sometimes dealing with 
the tribes is difficult. One of the things that many of the tribes for various 

and sundry reasons don’t—a tribe has the right to legally intervene is the 

words. In other words, they become a party to the case, and many of the 
tribes simply choose not to do that. I don’ t know if it’s a lack of 

understanding of what that means, because it’s totally different from taking 
jurisdiction of the case, but they still don’t step up to it, and sometimes it’s 

really hard to. This one particular plains tribe I had trouble with them now at 
least twice. 

COATES 
Do you see any kind of difference when you say it’s a plains tribe, it’s a tribe 

from out of this region that involves somebody, one of their members that’s 
living here, versus a tribe that’s local where the tribe is here and the 

member is here, are the local tribes more likely to take an interest and 
intervene than the tribes that are outside of this area?  

POWERS 



Absolutely they are more. They are more likely to do that. And that’s not to 

say, though, that there aren’t some tribes from out of state that definitely 
step in and step up on the thing. There are a number of those tribes there 

now, very seriously, and those guys many times they’ll even—not even, 
they’ll step in to take jurisdiction. I have one kind of an Arizona tribe. 

[laughs] But they’ve stepped in and taken jurisdiction, taken the kids over 
into that state. That particular tribe has an attorney that we’re—well, one 

particular guy, actually, and it’s through California Legal Services. It’s a well-
known organization that represents tribes. They’re always in there, seriously 

trying to work for their people. I would say, I don’t know, it’s kind of hard 
for some of these guys. Like there’s one tribe on the East Coast, they took 

an interest in the thing, but a lot of times they really don’t have the 
resources or they don’t—well, so they don’t have the resources to fund 

people who are doing ICWA on a reasonably full-time basis, and so they 
can’t really handle it even though they want to. So you see that a lot. And 

some tribes simply don’t have anything going. 

COATES 
I’m just kind of interested in the degree to which tribes in other parts of the 

country maintain connections, maintain interaction, maintain supportive 
relationships with their tribal members who may be relocated here in 

southern California.  
POWERS 

Yes. I don’t think that’s it. I don’t think that’s generally the case, period, 
unless it involves child custody, because I don’t hear a lot of that. Now, if 

the member is not impoverished and can go back to their tribe and maintain 
that bridge, then I would say there would be more interest in it, but I don’t 

see that a lot from what I’ve seen. Again, I’m only one person dealing with 
these things, but I had a lot of trouble sometimes just getting them to talk 

to me. That’s some of them. Again, there are others that are just 
gangbusters on doing everything they can to be involved. They’ll be on the 

phone just fine. And some of them choose not to. Some will choose to 

provide their own expert witness, which is exactly what they should do, and 
when we were in working in the unit, we always encouraged the tribe to step 

up and do that and still do. If somebody steps up, like Cherokee, for 
instance, they want to do their own, as well they should, and even though 

I’m Cherokee, I don’t do many Cherokee cases. [laughs] Actually, the only 
ones I’ll do is if, for instance, they haven’t really fully established that the 

child is going to be a Cherokee kid, and Cherokee will not—there’s a point at 
which they won’t do anything until they get that sort of established. 

COATES 
Okay. That they are going to register the child and so forth.  

POWERS 
They may. They don’t know. They may or may not. There’s some question of 

whether the child is really going to be a Cherokee.  



COATES 

There’s a question of whether the child is eligible, or there’s a question of 
whether the parents are going to register the child?  

POWERS 
Both. All those things, yes. It can get kind of—and that doesn’t happen very 

often anymore, because mostly they step up.  
COATES 

Mostly they do, yes.  
POWERS 

Yes, which is a great thing, because if somebody steps up, I’ll back up 
because I don’t need that much heartbreak, especially with the Cherokees.  

COATES 
You’ve had some already. [laughs]  

POWERS 
I’ve had some already, yes.  

COATES 

You can pass it around a little, huh? [laughs]  
POWERS 

Yes.  
COATES 

So as the local tribes, those that are doing a little bit better economically, 
are they better able to assist people, people are financially having these per-

capita payments and so forth so that they’re better able to—  
POWERS 

Well, the answer is yes.  
COATES 

—care for kids and not have kids taken away and things like this?  
POWERS 

For instance, if you look at—well, let’s take Viejas, for instance. Ever since 
I’ve been around and before, probably, even, they have had the health 

center on the Viejas reservation, so they provided all of the drug testing, 

drug treatment. They’ve tried various and sundry—they’ve really made a 
huge effort to try to provide the services to the people, transportation, 

visiting, helping with visits, all those things. And Rincon—not Rincon per se, 
but the Indian Health Center on Rincon did exactly the same thing. I can’t 

remember what their names are now. Indian Child and Family Services that 
Margaret Aranchia, who’s at Tribal Star now, I think she was in the 

beginning on that, too, and they used to provide Indian foster homes, which 
is really hard to find, very hard to get. You can get relative placement and 

things, but foster homes per se, where they’re not really relatives, that gets 
to be kind of hard to come by. They actively sought, looked for those kind of 

homes, in, I would say at least Riverside and San Diego County. I know that 
for sure. Then at one point there was an outfit, a guy named—well, a guy 

named, anyway—started a company, and he was trying to create Indian 



foster homes. He did kind of an unusual thing, although it didn’t follow ICWA 

per se, because they’re not—an Indian foster home, in order to be an Indian 
foster home as to be federally recognized Indians. But we all know that 

there’s lots of folks that aren’t federally recognized, so they had homes that 
were like that. They even had homes where the people were non-Indian, 

period. But they did do was they had what they called Indian trained homes. 
I’m not sure how you train an Indian, it never worked with me, but they did, 

and so they would put them through all kinds of stuff so they would begin to 
understand the culture, as much as anybody can.  

COATES 
I’ve had people come to the history course that have been sent there by 

Cherokee Nation for exactly that purpose, for instance.  
POWERS 

Okay. And that’s just wonderful to do that because it’s not like you’re going 
to learn everything or even understand anything. I mean, not anything, but 

understand things, but you’re sure a way step ahead of where you were if 

you didn’t do it. The training that went on around here that I got to see and 
look at and participate in and look at or whatever it is, they went all the way 

from day one and told the whole history of what the federal government did 
to mess with the Indians all the way through. So the people that take that 

training—and they ran the social workers through some of that stuff, not just 
the Indians, but they got a little shot at that kind of thing, too, so they did 

understand about termination of tribes and the fifties relocation stuff and all 
the things that—I mean, besides the plains, which everybody knows about 

and loves and all that stuff. But they learned about what Cherokee, what we 
did, and all the things that went on. So you’ve got a shot at having a good 

understanding of it, and there was a huge provision of ICWA training 
around. I mentioned a guy named Thorne, a guy named Judge Thorne, came 

out of Utah. He was a tribal judge up out of Utah. And Robert White, again, 
he’d bring this guy down and put on these big trainings for everybody. He’d 

drag all the judges and all these people in so they would understand what it 

was. There was always a huge history component to it. Tribal Star, when 
they do their trainings, their ICWA trainings, I can’t remember, they had two 

or three of them in sequence, and they give them this whole nine yards, and 
they try to give them a—"play acting” is not the word I’m looking for. 

COATES 
Role play.  

POWERS 
Role play. That’s not what I mean to say. Role-playing things, and one of the 

things they do is kind of cool. Each table gets assigned a clan, you know, 
and so they do all this stuff as a group. But the other thing they did was 

they had people that give you, I don’t know, four slips of paper, whatever it 
is, and you write down the name of your children or whatever it is. So then 

they come around and say, “Well, you know, one of these kids is going to be 



taken away forever.” [laughs] So they get that feeling for that kind of thing. 

But they’re doing a really good job in trying to help people understand that. 
The problem now, I think, probably is that a lot of the judges are not being 

trained in the ICWA, although I think that’s probably least — But I don’t 
know, again, you’ve got entire counties in southern California, and 

everything is not co-equal on account of interface that they get with it.  
COATES 

Are there non-recognized tribes around here? I think there are, aren’t there?  
POWERS 

There are. Well, yes. Let’s see. I’m trying to think. Barona is really a residual 
of two, Capitan Grande and there was another piece to that, and I don’t 

know the exact story except somehow part of it got sold or there was money 
involved from the thing, and one of those tribes, as far as federal recognition 

goes, disappeared. So Barona is the residual of that.  
COATES 

Now, you said they disappeared but are they still—  

POWERS 
The people are still here.  

COATES 
People are still around, and do they—  

POWERS 
Yes, but they’re not federally recognized. They don’t—  

COATES 
But they’re still a community?  

POWERS 
I don’t know if they have. I don’t think they have a tribal government.  

COATES 
Do they have a tribal community that sort of—  

POWERS 
I would say, yes, they have tribal community. Now, you have the Juaneno 

folks up in San Juan Capistrano, they’re another story because they’ve 

worked for years, ever since I’ve known them, I think. They’ve been trying 
to get federal recognition, and they got blown away on that.  

COATES 
And you don’t work with these because they’re not—  

POWERS 
No, no, that’s not—  

COATES 
Oh, you do?  

POWERS 
That’s not correct, and that was a huge part of what we were trying to do. A 

concept was created called the Spirit of ICWA. So we would take any Indian 
that showed up on our doorsteps, and we would treat them exactly the same 

way as far as services or whatever goes, to the extent that we could. They 



didn’t have the protections of the Indian Child Welfare Act in court, which is 

the only missing piece. That’s not to say “only,” but that’s a big deal, of 
course. But, no, they got everything. We didn’t care. I mean, we didn’t care. 

But, again, I don’t think that’s the case—  
COATES 

At the present time?  
POWERS 

I don’t know what they’re doing up there. I only know that the stories and 
things that are coming out of there aren’t really wonderful in this. I don’t 

know. See, I don’t know the pieces of it. I’m only hearing things, and 
everybody’s in pretty much agreement. There was a series of administrators 

in San Diego County that did everything they could to undo what was going 
on in the Indian unit. We operated like that probably seven or eight years, I 

think, from must have been 1990, I think, because I got there in ’90. I think 
I got there in ’92, so went back a year or so before. When we got to do all 

that stuff the way it was supposed to be done for about six, seven, eight, 

maybe eight years, and then it started to kind of fall apart. They managed to 
get rid of supervisors, and my boss wound up leaving because just that was 

the way it was going to go. Then one guy that I won’t put his name out 
there, they worked him over really hard, and he was trying to transfer out 

and he couldn’t do it. He was a huge loss. Those were people that were real 
giants in the Indian protection.  

COATES 
Now, when you say you were able to do everything the way it should be 

done, can you give specifics about that? Like what does that mean?  
POWERS 

You had the meetings with the consortiums and the tribal ICWA people. [End 
of April 4, 2013 recording]  

 


