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1. Transcript 

1.1. Session One  

(January 22, 2006) 

MICHAEL 
This is Michael Several. The date is January 22, 2006. I am interviewing 

Marilyn Fingerhut at her house in connection with the Pasadena Jewish 
Temple and Center history project. First, what is your date of birth?  

MARILYN 
I always tell my grandchildren 1907, but that was the year my father was 

born. It is September 17th 1932.  
MICHAEL 

And where were you born?  
MARILYN 

I was born in the Bronx, New York City and I think we lived on a street 

called Featherbed Lane, or at least that’s what I seem to remember my 
mother telling me.  

MICHAEL 
Were your parents immigrants?  

MARILYN 
Yes. Oh yeah, absolutely. Yiddish-speaking, broken-English immigrants. And 

I’ll be happy to tell you about their travails, their travels or whatever.  
MICHAEL 

I would like to find out something about them.  
MARILYN 

Okay.  
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MICHAEL 

Where did they emigrate from?  
MARILYN 

Okay, they each came separately and met in America at their job, but my 
mother emigrated in the early 1920’s, maybe ’22, ’23. As a single woman, 

she was permitted by her parents to go to America for one year to find the 
black sheep brother who had been sent to America to keep him from 

contaminating the rest of his brothers at home. And my mother came from 
Riga, Latvia. Her father, she always described him as a white collar worker 

in a very gentile Russian lumber industry and he was able to hold a pass to 
leave the Jewish Quarter and that was something unique because he could 

travel outside of the Jewish Quarter to do his job. Anyway, my mother came 
to America in ’23 and never went back and, of course, never saw any of her 

family again. Her father died a natural death in about 1939 and her mother 
was killed by the Nazis in Riga when they occupied. Her brothers survived 

the concentration camps and died after the end of the war.  

MICHAEL 
How about the black sheep brother?  

MARILYN 
The black sheep brother remained in America and had five wives.  

MICHAEL 
Hahaha! Not the same time?  

MARILYN 
No, no. Sequentially. And he was a very honest man, but he was a lousy 

husband. But anyway, my mother did come here. And then my father, I was 
fortunate enough to ask my father a leading question when he was well 

along. I’m 73, my father died at 83, but when I was younger, I guess he 
may have been in his mid-70’s when he was “well along”. I asked him a 

leading question about what was it like when the family, you know, no I 
know, I asked him what was it like at Ellis Island? And he said, “How should 

I know?” I said, “Well, when you were at Ellis Island.” He says, “We were 

never there”. I said, “You had to have been there, dad. Everybody went to 
Ellis Island”. And he said, “That’s how much you know”. He said, “Only those 

who came steerage went to Ellis Island”. See, isn’t that interesting? All of us 
are under the impression that every immigrant went to Ellis Island and I 

don’t know how that got into the mindset because my father came second 
class with his family and then, of course, that provoked the question, “How 

did your father accumulate enough money to, you know, bring you all 
second class?” And he said, “He didn’t, my grandfather, and they were from 

Warsaw, Poland my father’s family, my grandfather and his best friend were 
going to…they were married, they had children and they were called to be 

conscripted back into the Polish Army in the early ’20. So the two men left 
their wives with about five or six children between the two women and they 

fled to America and within a year, each man sent for his wife and children. 
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And when I think back, to me my grandmother was always just an old lady, 

my babba, with no panache and no knowledge of the world, and when I 
think that she came from Warsaw by train to Antwerp to board a ship in 

Antwerp and then cross the ocean to America with three children, and my 
father was the eldest, at the time he was 15 and, no, there were a total of 

four children and two of the brothers who were younger than he and one 
aunt, and then another child was born in America. So the immigrant 

experience to me never ceases to be amazing because where they got the 
courage, they knew no languages other than Yiddish and whatever country, 

like my mother knew, well, my mother knew Russian and German because 
the Germans had occupied Riga during World War I.  

MICHAEL 
What did your grandfather do in Warsaw?  

MARILYN 
Okay, my father came from a whole line of bakers, bread bakers and they 

owned a bakery in Warsaw and that was another story that my father was 

able to relate to me while he was still alive and that was that the bakery, the 
ovens were in the cellars, the stores were on the ground floor and they lived 

in apartments above the ground floor, but the shopkeeper was always the 
woman, and that’s another long history of European Jewish women that they 

worked. The idea that they were at home, if they were in a city such as 
Warsaw of any other major city, they were often the shopkeepers for 

whatever it was that their husbands did to make a living.  
MICHAEL 

So they were the shopkeepers and the men were the bakers.  
MARILYN 

Right, and my father came to America as a 15-year-old boy, he had already 
worked some in Warsaw and he tried going to high school as a 15 year old 

and it wasn’t for him. He always said he liked money and the things that 
money could buy. He really thought America was a wonderment. He found it 

most exciting. They went into an apartment, I do believe on the lower 

Eastside of New York City, but I could be wrong. They may have had…yeah, 
it was my mother who went to her aunt and uncle who lived up in, believe it 

or not, Harlem was the other Jewish residence in the 1920’s. And my father 
and mother…my mother went to work in a handkerchief factory and hated it, 

and she said one night, when she was walking home, she passed the bakery 
and she looked in and it was light and it was shiny and clean and the smells 

were wonderful and she could see the world. She realized that if she worked 
in a bakery, she could look out the windows and see the world passing by. In 

the handkerchief factory, they sat row upon row upon row of girls. So she 
left the handkerchief factory and went to work in a bakery. And in the course 

of her working in bakeries, she met my father who was five years her junior. 
My mother was tiny, really petite woman, and very pretty and my father was 
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a very dynamic young man and always earned whatever the monies were to 

be earned. A 16-hour day never fazed him.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, I would like to back up a little…what was the Jewish…how…  
MARILYN 

The Jewish experience in America?  
MICHAEL 

No, actually in both Riga, for your mom and on your dad’s side, were they…  
MARILYN 

Observant?  
MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

Okay, I think everybody observed.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah.  

MARILYN 
In other words, from the way it was told to me by my father and by my 

mother, you had two sets of dishes, you lit the Shabbat candles…there was a 
story that my mother told that my grandfather, that her father was sneered 

upon because he was engaged to someone else and then he met my 
mother’s mother and he broke the engagement something…you know…you 

just did not break a betrothal. These stories that have come down…the 
reality of it, not unlike the Bible…is everybody…love will conquer all…  

MICHAEL 
Right, right.  

MARILYN 
My father did tell me wonderful stories. He said in Warsaw, his grandparents 

owned a bakery. My grandfather worked for his father-in-law. As I said 
ovens in the underground, the store on the street level and then up above 

was where they lived, and my father said, “I’m Shabas”. The bakers who 

were single men would sleep on platforms around the ovens and it was the 
shopkeeper’s responsibility to feed the bakers on Shabbat and so there 

was…the maid would prepare the table and I said to my father, “a maid?” 
and he says yes, he says “We were very comfortable and we were middle 

class, we had a good business in Warsaw”. He said “And we had maids who 
cleaned up and served table and so on”. And he said they would sit around 

the table on Friday night said my father and sing Shmira, sing the songs of 
Shabbat as they drank their wine and had a little Schnapps and made the 

meal linger.  
MICHAEL 

Did he ever talk about the maids, I mean, were they young…  
MARILYN 
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Well my mother did because remember the black sheep that mother 

came…they sent my uncle to America because he chased the maids and they 
found him…he was like 15 or 16 and they found him with the “Schiksa”. And 

they were four younger brothers. So Gershan had to…he was invited to leave 
Riga before he could contaminate his younger brothers and he was sent to 

Palestine and he didn’t like Palestine so he made his way to America, which 
is where my mother went to look for him. Haha!  

MARILYN 
I mean, look how…these people were very real. If anybody puts halos on 

their heads, because they were Jews in Europe, forget it. The halos don’t fit.  
MICHAEL 

Well, was your father Bar mitzvah, he was?  
MARILYN 

Oh yeah, and he said…my father loved to sing so he said he used to…in the 
great Synagogue of Warsaw, he would sing with the Hazzan and I believe 

that story because that part of the Bar Mitzvah was everything when I said 

to my father, “What was it like for you in the Ghetto? Were you afraid when 
you went out? He said, “No, Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto in the 20’s”, he said, 

“Were not those of the shtetl, they didn’t hang around and wait for the 
Kazaks to beat them up”. He says, “If we went out into the city on a 

Saturday night, we went as a gang, as a group”, he says, “if we were put 
upon, we hit back and then we’d run back into the ghetto”. So you know, 

that was city living. So can’t tell you about Tevia. I have no idea. Haha.  
MICHAEL 

So your father, when he came to the United States and did not pursue any…  
MARILYN 

He went to school for a very short term. He liked money, he went into the 
bakery, he was 16, 17, a hustler, always wanted to be able to have his own 

business and he was not afraid of work. My mother, by contrast, she went to 
night school and I have the documents that show her certificate of 

completion of the equivalent of American high school by going to night 

school.  
MICHAEL 

You probably mentioned this, but I now can’t remember. What prompted 
your grandfather on your father’s side…  

MARILYN 
To come here? I told you conscription in the Polish Army.  

MICHAEL 
Oh, that’s right, that’s right.  

MARILYN 
Married with children, he and his friend left.  

MICHAEL 
Right, okay.  

MARILYN 
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I mean and that was a real threat. That was something that sent a lot of 

emigrants. As I said, my mother came only for a visit, but never went back.  
MICHAEL 

So how long were they…lets see, so they came here about the same time.  
MARILYN 

Right, but they met went my mother was…let me see…they were married in 
’29, my mother was born in ’03, so my mother was almost 27 when she got 

married. My father was just 22. And that was a big age difference. They 
were married in the end of December, December 28, 1929. They had met 

probably a couple of years before. My mother had lived with her relatives. 
And you know, you asked before about religious observance, one of the 

stories my mother told me was, I always found interesting, she came off the 
ship and was met by her two maternal uncles and she went to the home, to 

live in the home of one of them and she said the first night, she helped her 
Tante, her aunt, to set the dinner table and put out the silverware which was 

in a coffee can on the kitchen table and she dried the dishes and put the 

silverware away. The following morning, she got up and went to set the 
table and said to her Tante, where is the milchiks silverware, the dairy 

silverware? And her Tante said, “On the table”. Of course, all of this would 
have been in Yiddish. And my mother said, “No, that’s the fleishiks, we used 

that last night for supper and the Tante said, “Sonya, don’t be foolish, this is 
America. And my mother said that was her first devastating crushing blow at 

how quickly she had to lose the European ways with the second meal in 
America. Yeah, so obviously, in answer to the question you asked before, 

obviously, you know, Kashrut was firmly observed in the home. And I do 
remember my paternal grandparents, my father’s parents always had a 

kosher home. So the retained their kosher ways.  
MICHAEL 

Did they go to synagogue?  
MARILYN 

Oh, God no. Hahaha! Heavens no! Hahaha! The story…I grew up in a home 

that knew nothing about a synagogue, nothing about religion, though my 
brother was Bar Mitzvah is a storefront shul. As a child, I asked for Hebrew 

lessons and I was told, “you don’t need them. A girl doesn’t need them”. I 
was interested in doing it and my brother wasn’t. If I had friends that I can 

remember being 7 or 8 years old and going once to a Simchat Torah service 
or as we say now, Simchat Torah. Haha! In the old days, it was 

______18:33, and setting fire to the hair of the little girl in front of me as I 
marched around with a candle on the edge of a flag, stuck in an apple…you 

know that kind of thing?  
MICHAEL 

Did you have any brothers?  
MARILYN 
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I have a brother and I have a younger sister. An older brother and a 

younger sister. My brother was Bar mitzva, he had the traditional, when I 
say traditional, don’t think of Bar Mitzva as it is today. You got up and you 

read a small portion from the Torah and you made your, you know, Today I 
am a fountain pen speech, and you sat down and your parents had the 

immediate family come back to the house and eat some delicatessen, lox 
and cream cheese and that was the Bar Mitzva and they gave you a pen or a 

book or $5, you know, which was fortune and then you promptly forgot 
everything you ever learned and that was it.  

MICHAEL 
Well, what kind of training did you brother have?  

MARILYN 
He had kallah. It was in a little store front and, I don’t know, yeah, two 

days, three days, I don’t know how many days a week, they didn’t start in 
fourth grade. You went the year before your Bar Mitzva, you went and you 

had your knuckles rapped if you didn’t learn the alphabet quickly. By this 

time my father owned his own store, my parents did, and teacher would 
come in to the bakery and tell my mother, “Where is your son? He hasn’t 

come to kallah in days”, you know, “I haven’t seen him all week” and my 
mother would come home and say, “Marilyn, did Sidney go to _____?” And I 

had to lie, you know, and say yes. And then my mother would scold me and 
Sidney was her only son and she would say, “Sidnola, _______ you have to 

go”. And the son was the…you have to remember in those days, even for the 
non-believer, okay, for the non-believer, they believed that the son was the 

Kadishim. He was person who would be there to say the Kaddish for his 
parents after they were dead and if there was a one and only son, he really 

had tremendous worth in their eyes.  
MICHAEL 

Is Sidney still alive?  
MARILYN 

Sid is still alive and I’m the one who says the Kaddish for the family.  

MICHAEL 
He has forgotten everything.  

MARILYN 
Well if I call him and I say you have to light a candle for mom or dad, fine, 

but I’m the keeper of the records and I go to shul and say the Kaddish and 
the memorial plaques for all four of our parents, mine and Jean’s are here in 

Pasadena, which is of course very ironic since their they were all buried in 
the East.  

MICHAEL 
So, let’s see, after your parents came here, your dad worked in his dad’s 

business?  
MARILYN 
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No, his father never owned a bakery. Again, my father came in about…I 

think my father in about 1925. My mother came in about 1923. No, wait a 
minute, wait a minute, I can fix that. My father was 15, going on 16, so he 

came in ’23. Maybe my mother came in ’22. That’s irrelevant. He worked for 
others. He did not own his own store until 1937. So it would have been 

about, he was less than 30 when he bought into his own business for the 
first time and that’s another interesting story. Strikes. Unions and strikes. I 

can remember as a child of maybe 5 years of age coming into the bakery 
and walking past a string of pickets, picketers outside the store. They carried 

signs, protest signs about union organization and my father had been a very 
active union organizer, but of course, once he owned his own business, he 

was on the other side of the fence. Though he always paid very fair wages to 
his employees and had a heart. But I can remember walking past the 

picketers as a little girl coming home from school, and my mother pulling me 
into the store and making me sit on the floor behind the counter where I 

wasn’t visible because they were fearful, they never knew when a rock 

would be thrown through the window. I mean, these were really, really hard 
days. Can I tell you an interesting depression story?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
I was born in ’32, my brother was born in ’31. My father as I said was a 

hustler and he never feared work, but the wages were low and the work was 
rare. Now, you shouldn’t go hungry if you lived in a bakery, so there was 

always what to eat but they couldn’t pay the rent and in those days they had 
concessions. You could move into an apartment with three months free rent. 

Well, at the end of three months, if you still couldn’t pay rent, you had to 
leave. So in about 1933 or 1934, my grandparents, my father’s parents had 

already moved to Providence, Rhode Island and my mother told us that they 
broke up the home and we were two children, she took us to her in-laws in 

Providence where she said she was nothing more than a maid, but it was a 

home for her and her children, a safe home. And my father lived with my 
mother’s aunt and uncle, but that was what it was like and the uncle was a 

furrier so he worked days. My father was a baker, he worked nights and 
you’ve heard jokes or maybe not about the hot bed system, but, you know, 

shlaf shnel _____ di kishin 25:23, sleep quickly we need the pillows, and 
these jokes don’t come about from fiction, they come from fact, always 

humor comes from fact. And my uncle would go to work and my father, 
never mind changing the sheets as we so politely do in our world, he laid 

down where his uncle had gotten up and he went to sleep during the day 
and at 7 at night, his aunt would wake him and he would eat supper and he 

would go to work for a 12-hour shift.  
MICHAEL 

How long did this continue?  
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MARILYN 

Probably a year, maybe around a year through the depression years until, 
you know, things started to get better and as I said in ’37, my father was 

put together with someone who knew both people, they were put together 
and they formed a partnership and they opened a bakery and they went 

form one bakery to another. From ’37 to ‘45, it was okay. And in ’45, my 
father went together with another partner and those then started the good 

years. We don’t have to jump that far.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, so after your parents’ marriage…well, let’s see, after your mom came 
here, did she work at all?  

MARILYN 
She worked in the bakery…  

MICHAEL 
Or the handkerchief factory…then she…  

MARILYN 

Yeah, she hated the handkerchief…that was not for her. Because she had 
gone into the forest with her father. He had taken her with him on some of 

his trips and she loved the outdoor and she really was…she told me, and I 
very much believe that the Germans who occupied Riga while she was a 

teenager growing up said that it was a pity that she was a woman because 
with her brains, if she were a boy, they would send her to Germany to be 

educated. So she and my dad were not necessarily that well suited. My 
mother did not belong in a bakery, certainly not in a handkerchief factory, 

but my father always amazed me because he was born into a bakery family 
and all the years that I came home from school, there was Classical music 

on the radio and on the phonograph and it always amazed me that my 
father “the baker”—common. Where did he develop this love for Classical 

music, for Opera, for the light classics.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, how about your mom?  

MARILYN 
My mom, she knew to work.  

MICHAEL 
Oh really?  

MARILYN 
She was, to this day, I describe her as the hardest working woman I’ve ever 

known in my life. It’s interesting. My mother said she found my father 
attractive because he worked hard and he was a hustler and she knew he 

would earn money. My father, separately, told me over the years that he 
realized that when he watched my mother working, that he wanted to 

become an entrepreneur, and that this woman was fast on her feet and very 
smart and would be the kind of wife he would need in order to make a good 

living. Marriages were not always made through sexual love.  
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MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

She stayed home. After she was married and had children, she was married 
in the end of ’29 and my brother was born in March of ’31 just with the 

onset of the worst of the depression. I was born 18 months later, September 
’32. They were bad times.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah. So after your dad established a bakery though…  

MARILYN 
We went into the middle class.  

MICHAEL 
Did your mom work in your bakery?  

MARILYN 
The hardest working woman you ever met. I’d wake up to go to school 7 

o’clock in the morning and smell dinner. Either that or she was standing over 

the sink in the kitchen, the double sink with the scrub board doing the wash, 
this was before washing machines. She would work a 12-hour day and from 

the time I was a little girl, I would set table, I would take care of my 
siblings, I would bring my siblings to the bakery as we went to school even 

though my brother was older than me and my mother was already in the 
bakery when we left the school in the morning. From fourth grade on, it was 

my obligation to feed “the children”. They were my siblings and one was 
older than me. I had to feed them.  

MICHAEL 
Where do you go to elementary school? Was it a neighborhood school?  

MARILYN 
Jewish neighborhood. I didn’t know there was such a thing as a non-

Jewish…oh yes, the superintendent’s child, the person who stoked the coal in 
the apartment house in which we lived. I mean that’s how Jewish our 

neighborhood was in the Bronx.  

MICHAEL 
What is that like? I mean, I grew up in 31:10 (recording gap). _____ Yeah, 

in the Jewish neighborhood…  
MARILYN 

It was the only neighborhood I knew. It was the only world I knew. I was 13 
when the war ended, World War II. I grew up at a time you were told to not 

go out and tell the whole world you were Jewish make it be quiet. ____. 
Don’t make any waves. Living in a Jewish neighborhood, you didn’t have to 

be afraid. It was when you left the neighborhood. When you got on the bus 
and when you went to the movies or to the swimming pool, the public 

swimming pool, where you encountered non-Jews, you were always on your 
guard because you could visually tell the non-Jews apart, if you will. The 

Non-Jews could pick you out very easily. Don’t talk to anybody. Don’t talk to 
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“goyan”. Just stay with your friends and come home safely and come home 

quickly and come home before dark, you know, all of that. That was a very 
real world. There is no question about it.  

MICHAEL 
Did you encounter any anti-Semitism?  

MARILYN 
Truly, when we left the Bronx, I was finishing 6th grade and we moved to 

Brooklyn for a very quick year, it was 1945, but my brother had already 
gone to junior high school in the Bronx and when you went to junior high, 

you went through the Irish neighborhood and the school was in the Italian 
neighborhood. And they came home beaten up. My brother came home 

beaten up sometimes, as did his friends. But that was a very real world, but 
it wasn’t until you got into junior high school. The Italians went to 

elementary school with Italians and so on and so forth. Neighborhoods in 
New York City were very clearly defined in the 40’s and today when you 

move out, in 1945, we moved to Borough Park, Brooklyn, which today is so 

Hasidic that then there was only one, it was a huge conservative synagogue, 
but there in the 6th grade, I met Jews and non-Jews. That was already, 

Brooklyn was…their neighborhoods were less defined than the Bronx.  
MICHAEL 

During World War II, did any relatives go off to war?  
MARILYN 

Yup, and I have been to his grave.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. My father’s sister who had come as a three-year-old to America when 
the family emigrated. She married a very lovely young man in 1939 and he 

joined the Army at that time because he said to get his military service out 
of the way, you could do a one year, you know, sign up for one year and Phil 

was ready to be discharged in December of 1941. So he didn’t get 

discharged and my Aunt Ethel followed him wherever he was stationed and 
in ’43, he was sent to England and I have amongst letters the letter that as 

a 12-year-old child, I wrote to my uncle Phil that came back months after he 
was killed in Normandy, you know, return to sender. And when Jean and I 

were in France last year, no, not last year, about four or five years ago, we 
went to the Normandy beaches at Omaha and with trepidation, I gave his 

name and sure enough, they took us right to his grave and gave us 
documents and I’d always been led to believe that he died on the third day 

of the Normandy invasion, but he didn’t die until June 29th, which would 
have been 23 days after the invasion of _____35:42. So he had survived the 

landings, but lost it in the subsequent battles. So that was one. The last I 
have in my files and something I am going to take care of this year, I have 

the letter from Riga from my mother’s brothers. The Nazis occupied Riga in 
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’39 and they wrote letters through ’42 and I have those letters. But they are 

written in Yiddish. They are in cursive writing and I have to find someone 
who can translate them. And they may just be about what the young men 

did those days, but the all died in the war. They were all killed in the 
concentration camps. So for me, the years of World War II were very painful 

because I was very aware of my mother’s emotions and when we grew up, it 
was just beautiful in the peaceful years. The letters would come. Grandma 

from the letterbox. That’s how my mother described them. We have a letter 
from the babba from the letterbox. And we would sit around the dining room 

table and my mother would open the letter and she would read in Yiddish 
and then translate into her broken English in case we missed any of it and 

we would all sit there, the siblings, the three children and listen to the 
letters. So, and then, the letters stopped coming eventually.  

MICHAEL 
You learned English growing up, right?  

MARILYN 

Yeah. I learned a lot of Yinglish, hahaha.  
MICHAEL 

Do you know it?  
MARILYN 

What Yiddish?  
MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

I’m not as fluent as I would like to be because we were prohibited from 
speaking Yiddish.  

MICHAEL 
By who?  

MARILYN 
By mother and father. “You must speak English. The only way you will make 

it in America is to speak English”. But I didn’t know if my parents were 

speaking to me in English or Yiddish. It didn’t matter which language they 
were speaking in, I spoke only English. And one time, I wanted to impress 

my grandmother, my father’s mother, with my knowledge of Yiddish and I 
started talking to her in Yiddish when I walked in the house, and she looked 

at me and she says, “Why are you doing this? Speak English”. It was really 
that important to that immigrant generation. You have to remember, I was 

the first female. Well I was the first college graduate on my father’s side, the 
first female collage graduate on my mother’s side of the family.  

MICHAEL 
Who else graduated on your mother’s side?  

MARILYN 
One of her first cousins. One brother from what would have been, I don’t 

know, eight first cousins, one went to college and he was also a lieutenant 
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during World War II stationed in the Pacific. These were times where the 

military brought you future along for men if you survive the war and for 
women, it was an interesting time also but even my cousins who were smart 

women, this college graduate’s sisters, they didn’t go to college. They were 
being groomed to be wives. That was all there was, that’s what you did in 

our family. I know that there were other families…I now know, I didn’t know 
then that there were actually women who were getting college degrees in 

the 40’s, but not in our family.  
MICHAEL 

Did your parents do anything during World War II, I mean, in terms…like my 
dad was on some, you know, night watch looking for Nazi aircrafts.  

MARILYN 
No. The answer to that is no. You know what I do…I remember my mother 

going to the movies during blackout. I mean walking the streets…can you 
imagine walking the streets of New York City alone in a blackout to go to a 

movie theater. It was safe. I mean, she wasn’t worried about rape or murder 

or anything. She could do that. But I can remember hanging out the fourth 
floor apartment window watching the streets, because there was always 

moonlight. You know, as dark as dark was, when it’s very, very…when there 
is no streetlight, the moon gives light. And my father, the only thing he was 

concerned about that was that he was almost inducted in late ’44. So he 
would have already been 37 years old with three children. They moved his 

classification up, but he was really asthmatic and being the breadwinner with 
thee children, he was not drafted, but his status had been moved up to 

where they almost called him at age 37.  
MICHAEL 

I think some of the highest draft rates were in 1945 in preparation for the 
invasion of Japan.  

MARILYN 
Uh huh, so we did have that scare.  

MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

We had a lot of sorrow in our house because my mother’s family was 
unheard of. My father’s family from Warsaw, there was absolutely no 

information from them.  
MICHAEL 

Did you have any…do you recall any information as to what happened to 
them?  

MARILYN 
To whom? The Warsaw family?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
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Well the Riga family, I have told you they ceased to exist.  

MICHAEL 
No, but in terms of, at the time in 1940 during World War II, I mean, did 

you have some inclination that…?  
MARILYN 

During the time, no. After the war ended, my mother received some 
communications from a doctor who had lived in the apartment building that 

her family lived in, in Riga. He had been in the camps with her brothers and 
he had been taken out by the Swedish Red Cross. So he survived the war 

and he responded to my mother’s appeals through HIAS after the war 
ended. The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, HIAS, which was a fundamental 

group that traced survivors or those killed in the Holocaust. So there was 
nobody left. My mother has the information on the deaths. My father’s 

family, he found there was one cousin of a family of ten, the other families 
with lots of children, lots of children, there were many siblings of my 

grandfather and my grandmother. One cousin survived. His story was 

fascinating because he and his younger brother came back to the ghetto in 
Warsaw. Their apartment building was destroyed. His family was gone. The 

two brothers ran into the forest. They joined the Polish Partisans. They 
traveled east into Russia. The younger brother, he got separated from his 

younger brother, he worked with the Polish Partisans, he went into, I do 
believe, he went as far as Iran or Iraq. Then, somehow, he teamed up with 

the Polish Free Forces with the British Army and he fought with the Polish 
Free whatever under the British. He fought through North Africa and up into 

Italy and into the liberation of Southern France where he started collecting 
children from the monasteries and the convents and putting them on ships 

out of Marseilles to Palestine except that they were stopped in Cyprus and 
one time, he was in Cyprus with the British Forces and he got on a ship and 

the way he told the story was, one day, whatever his rank was with the 
Polish Free Forces, he said, “Such and such, Leib Wassermann went AWOL 

and the next morning, Arieh Krishka Wasserman was born in Palestine. Now 

his Leib means lion in Yiddish. Arieh is lion in Hebrew. Wasserman was his 
father’s name. Krishka was my maiden name and it was the family name 

and so Arieh Krishka Wasserman was born and Leib Wasserman disappered, 
never to be heard from again. And Arieh fought with…he was tied up with 

______ and he made a career in the Israeli Army and one time, my father 
tried to get him. My father had been fated by _____ 45:46 when he went to 

Israel on a visit in 1962 and he said, “Is there anything we can do for you?” 
and he said, “Yes, my cousin would like a medallion, a Taxi Medallion”. And 

they said, “Let us see what we can do for you”. And they came back to my 
father and they said, “He cannot have a Taxi Medallion,” and dad said, 

“Why?” And they said, “Because anybody can drive a taxi, but what Arieh 
does no one else can do”. So when Jean and I asked Arieh when we met 

him, “What is it that you do in the Army?” He said, “Let me put it this way. 
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America sends Israel tanks, I turn them into tanks. Haha! So he stayed in 

the military and he died into his 80’s in Israel and left a wife who is still alive 
and one child, a woman who is now in her 50’s and a physician. So his was 

the most exciting story we know because he was a survivor. Everybody else 
was a victim.  

MICHAEL 
But did you know that the Nazis had setup these camps during World War II 

or did that come out?  
MARILYN 

I think the Jews, I think we knew the Jews were dying. We knew the Jews 
were being killed. I was not sophisticated enough nor were my parent 

sophisticated enough politically. They didn’t follow, they read the Jewish 
language newspapers and the Forward. They were not communists, they 

didn’t read the Day, the Talk, they were readers of the Forward’s. They knew 
the Jews were dying but that’s all I can tell you. It didn’t come up at the 

dinner table and there was no…to me the supreme irony is the adoration 

that the Jews in the Bronx, if you will, had for Franklin D. Roosevelt and he 
was the man who was letting them die. But we didn’t find that out until later 

though there were sophisticated American Jews who knew that Roosevelt 
was letting them die.  

MICHAEL 
Now did you have political discussions at the dinner table or what was the…?  

MARILYN 
Sure.  

MICHAEL 
I know you’re not the liberal type, I mean…  

MARILYN 
I wore a Wallace pin in 19__…Henry Wallace, not George A. —Henry. When 

Roosevelt chose him in ’40 to run as his candidate, I remember my mother 
going, I was 7 years old when my mother got her citizenship papers and I 

had to test her and I asked her the questions…who was the first President of 

the United States and what did Abraham Lincoln do and so on. And when 
she went to get her citizenship, it is not like today where they swear in 

3,200 people at the LA Convention Center, you went before a judge as a 
single person and you stood there and you had to answer the questions and 

you had to show that you could read and write English. And my mother put 
on her fox scarf, you know, where the two foxes hung around your neck and 

one bit the other one. And you wore your finest hat and your finery because 
it was the greatest, it really was the greatest day of your life. For a Jew to 

become an American citizen was the greatest day of their lives. It really was 
important. And that I can remember, my mother, the day she became a 

citizen of the United States. They voted. I went with my mother into the 
polling place. You had to pull a lever in the curtain closed behind you and 

the Irish cop said, “Do you need help?” Haha! I mean, he was very willing to 



16 
 

go into the booth with the new citizen in case the new citizen didn’t know 

how to operate the machine.  
MICHAEL 

So you grew up in the Democratic Party family…  
MARILYN 

Absolutely. And we talked some politics at the table. The only thing is I said, 
“I have absolutely no recollection of…I think the feeling was throughout 

World War II that the Jews were helpless and there was nothing they could 
do politically to stop the Nazis. It was just that kind of a situation. For the 

most of American Jew, they were unsophisticated.  
MICHAEL 

Did your parents, did they do to the synagogue?  
MARILYN 

Nope.  
MICHAEL 

Did they go on High Holiday observance?  

MARILYN 
No. This was what was really interesting in our family, one, by the end of the 

war, my mother said there is no God. How could there be a God that would 
have let her brothers and her mother and all of her relatives die. There is no 

God. But we continued to light Shabbat candles without a prayer. Never a 
prayer, there was no Hebrew in the house. There was no religious textbook 

in the house. My father was completely irreligious. His parents kept a kosher 
home. We went to his parents for Pesach. His parents went to Shul on Rosh 

Hashana. My father never did. It is interesting, my father was 63 years old 
when his parents died and they died within 30 days of each other after 67 

years of marriage. But my father never went to Shul because he didn’t have 
to say Kaddish. He didn’t have to when his parent were alive. He worked a 

7-day week in the bakery. The bakery was closed the week of Pesach and it 
was closed for two days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. My father went to 

the racetrack on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. I don’t say it was pride or 

disdain; it’s what he did. It was his day-off. My mother wouldn’t go to Shul 
because her customers would ask for her husband. And so she stayed in the 

apartment and hid. She had the sophistication to be embarrassed that my 
father was at the racetrack.  

MICHAEL 
Did your mom seem to have more of an empathy with the religion even 

though she did not practice it?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. If I heard anything about religion, I heard it from my mother, not from 
my father. They both were making a living, succeeding, becoming a part of 

the established middle class, enjoying the Catskills in the summertime. Quite 
often in the later years, when I was already a teenager, in late 40’s, early 

50’s, we would go to the Catskills to a hotel for the eight days between Rosh 
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Hashana and Yom Kippur, because they had enough money to do that. But, 

just I mean, we are talking about people who worked 12 to 16-hour days, 
seven days a week. It was maybe 1950, was the first time that my father, 

by this time there were three partners and the bakery was really successful. 
It was in part of New York called Regal Park and it was up and coming upper 

middle class and the three partners realized, between the three of them, 
they could take a day off a week. Okay. And so, it was maybe the late 40’s, 

early 50’ when they took a day off. What they all did though was go to 
Florida for two weeks a year in the winter. And that was their rest. And they 

would send the wife and the children to the mountains, to the Catskills, in 
the summertime.  

MICHAEL 
In 1945, you moved to Brooklyn?  

MARILYN 
For one year.  

MICHAEL 

For one year. And what was the reason for that move?  
MARILYN 

My father went with a new partner and those were really the bad days. I 
mean, my father was out of the business. His first partner had absconded 

and done him dirty and it was bad in ’44. we moved to Brooklyn and when 
the war ended in August on V-J Day, Victory in Japan Day, we were in a 

town called Monticello and I can remember the parade of trucks and cars 
and young people going up the hill into the town and we moved from…the 

reason we were in the Catskills was they had sold the bakery in Brooklyn 
and you couldn’t get an apartment anywhere in 1945. So they sent the two 

wives and, between them, seven children up to a place at Kochalyn, a place 
where you did your own cooking. Ever hear that expression? “Cook by 

yourself—Kochalyn”. You had a room in a beautiful white, clean building 
belonging to a non-Jew and everybody else in the building was Jewish and 

you had a place for your own pots and pans and your own dishes and you 

cooked your own meals on this huge barn stove. It was, a Kochalyn was a 
whole other…it was a way of life in that time in, in that culture completely 

foreign to anybody Jew who grew up in Pasadena. My peers who grew up 
here don’t know what I’m talking about.  

MICHAEL 
So how long were you…?  

MARILYN 
We were in the country for the summer and for $500 cash, that was a 

fortune of money, my father paid someone, it was a part of life in those 
years was what was known as under the table. You paid under the table for 

everything you wanted. And he got us a two-bedroom apartment and when 
we came back from Monticello in September after Labor Day, we moved into 

Regal Park and that’s when the good years really began.  
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MICHAEL 

And what kind of place did you live in Regal Park? Apartment?  
MARILYN 

Three family house. A row of connected houses owned by Italians and the 
Jews rented the third floor, you know. And I had no idea. It’s only when I 

look back on it that I realize the landlord was Italian and the other tenants in 
the building were Italian. And Mike DeVito lived two houses down and I was 

already a 13-year-old girl and Mike would sit on the stoop at night as I 
went…because he knew I wasn’t home and he would wait under the 

lamppost ‘til I came home and he saw that I was safely in my door. And it’s 
only in looking back years later that there were Jews and Italians and Irish, 

by this time you live together, and you didn’t distinguish and I’ve always 
maintained that my Italian friends and neighbors in New York were more 

Jewish that the Jewish people who were born and raised in Pasadena.  
MICHAEL 

Oh, yeah. Ruth always says that by just growing up in New York, your 

Jewish.  
MARILYN 

By osmosis…by osmosis.  
MICHAEL 

Either that or your also Italian, I guess.  
MARILYN 

Yeah. You’re part Italian, a little bit Irish, but more Italian and it was, I don’t 
know if it was Mediterranean because the Jews were mostly Eastern 

European so it wasn’t Mediterranean similarity.  
MICHAEL 

So after World War II, where you were Jewish living in the Brooklyn…  
MARILYN 

…and then Queens.  
MICHAEL 

When did you move to Queens?  

MARILYN 
1945 and we never left until Jean and I came here with two children.  

MICHAEL 
Oh, I thought you lived in Brooklyn?  

MARILYN 
We did for just 12 months.  

MICHAEL 
Oh, the 12 months, ohh.  

MARILYN 
And then we went to Queens and that by the way _____58:58. Members of 

_____ were very upset when my father bought this bakery in Regal Park 
because the adjacent town was Middle Village and Middle Village was the 

heart of the German Bund during World War II.  
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MICHAEL 

Oh wow.  
MARILYN 

I mean, you know, there was a fascist element in America. There is no 
question about it, but there were never any repercussions from that growing 

up. And by ’45, there was, I don’t know, as far as I was concerned, I was a 
teenager and teenagers are nowhere in touch with reality except that into 

our neighborhood came a beautiful young man from Palestine as the 
conscripting individual from an organization called Habonim and I know your 

wife Ruth was, I do believe she was in Habonim.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. Ask her. You’ll have to ask her.  
MICHAEL 

I will.  

MARILYN 
But he was gorgeous. They didn’t need to do anything more to attract young 

teenage girls to an organization than to send a handsome _____ 60:10 
Sabra. Okay. And I can remember standing on Times Square with Jewish 

National Fund boxes and money to raise for the establishment of the State 
of Israel.  

MICHAEL 
So this was what, 1946?  

MARILYN 
’46, ’47, ’48 with the establishment of the State of Israel and that was a 

monumental time for Jews.  
MICHAEL 

So you were very conscious of the creation of Israel?  
MARILYN 

Yes. That politically, I was also very politically astute. I would go to rallies at 

Times Square for the Democratic Party. I had a girlfriend whose parents I 
loved. They were so smart. They were so educated. They would have groups 

of us up to the house and they would talk to us and one night, I came home 
from Carol’s house and my mother said, “Marilyn, I don’t want you to go 

there anymore”. And I said, “Why? It’s so exciting there mom. Dr. and Mrs. 
_____ and just wonderful people”. She said, “Yes, they’re Communists”. 

Haha! And I didn’t know what my mother was talking about.  
MICHAEL 

______ 61:22.  
MARILYN 

We did already.  
MICHAEL 

Oh yeah. Actually, I think this thing is going to end in about a minute.  
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MARILYN 

So turn it off.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

Stop. 

1.2. Session Two  

(February 4, 2006) 

MICHAEL 
Today is Saturday, February 4th, 2006. My name is Michael Several. I am 

interviewing for the second time Marilyn Fingerhut, who is…This interview is 
part of a oral history project of the Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center to 

gather the histories of congregants who were members during the period 
between 1945 and the mid-1980’s. Marilyn is still a congregant, and we are 

going to carry the history ultimately up to the present. Where we left off on 
the first interview which was held on January 22nd, we carried the history up 

to shortly after World War II, and we were starting to talk about the political 
activities, particularly with Zionism. That’s where we left off. I believe 

Marilyn had mentioned that she was involved in a group, Habba Mim.  
MARILYN 

Habba Min.  
MICHAEL 

Why that? Of all the Zionist organizations, why that one?  

MARILYN 
Oh, I think I told you because there was a very handsome Sabra who was 

sent to America to work with Jewish teenagers in order to encourage…what 
do we call…Aaliyah to Palestine and to the emerging state of Israel, and it 

was a really… It had nothing to do with a passionate religion. It had to do 
with a good-looking guy, and you know, life takes strange turns. I would like 

to just stop for a moment, because in listening to the tape that I made, I 
just want to kind of give tape number 1 a title, and the title that I put into 

quotation marks was “The Assimilation of One Jewish Family in America” and 
the point that I really want to stress is that what I had to say about our 

family was not at all true for everyone else. Many Jews came to America and 
continued to actively practice Judaism, to teach their children Torah, to carry 

the religion forward. They went to synagogue for the observance of the 
holidays. That was not true for our family because my parents came to 

America and spent their lives “making a living”. That was what they were 

doing. So, please I just wanna qualify that it’s not across the boards that the 
Zionist zeal if you will, you know, mine was based on a good-looking Sabra 

who taught us how to do Israeli dancing. Other people’s zeal for Zionism was 
far more, but the results were the same.  
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MICHAEL 

Did you know, did you have peers who were Zionists for other reasons, or 
was it pretty much…?…(chuckles)  

MARILYN 
No. My own personal connection?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
Was, no. It was simply a matter of somebody in my class knew of this Habba 

Mim group. I went with her. She was outside of my more formal social 
structure. She was peripheral in my life, and there were a few years that I 

was actively concerned about Zionism, just as those same years, those 
formative years ---16, 17, 18---a zealousness for political aspects of life too, 

and that continued on into college and an awareness of the world.  
MICHAEL 

What other political activities were you interested in in the late ‘40s? Was…  

MARILYN 
The late ‘40s I would have been just 18, 19. Probably not too much. I was a 

typical teenager, if you will.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah.  
MARILYN 

And I was aware of communism. I was very actively pro-Democratic party. 
Straight line all my life.  

MICHAEL 
Did you remember the 1948 election?  

MARILYN 
Forty-eight would have been Dewey and Truman, and  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 

And…  
MICHAEL 

Wallace.  
MARILYN 

No. No. Well, Wallace was running as a third party candidate. I think the 
family probably voted Truman, and we were all shocked that Dewey didn’t 

win. That’s like everybody else.  
MICHAEL 

Dewey never got the shock.  
MARILYN 

Yes because we all, you know, we lived through the days of that newspaper 
picture of the headline saying Dewey wins, and it wasn’t so.  

MICHAEL 
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Did…well, let’s see… (PAUSE)  

MICHAEL 
During the late ‘40s were all your friends Jewish?  

MARILYN 
Absol…Oh, that’s interesting. Yes, except for one or two. I went to Hunter 

College High School, which was in the city. It was in Manhattan, and I 
traveled from home. All my friends in the neighborhood were Jewish. In high 

school, we had one or two non-Jewish gals. In fact, one---somebody who 
was on the periphery of the crowd was Black. There was… The wonderful 

thing about Hunter was that it drew from all over the city of New York. So, 
there were Chinese. There were other Asian groups. There were Blacks. 

There were Puerto Rican. That was… It was a good introduction, but I was 
never uncomfortable in a mixed group though my close friends all were 

Jewish.  
MICHAEL 

Hunter High School. Was that… did you have to pass an exam?  

MARILYN 
Yeah. It was… You had to take an entrance examination. There were 125, all 

girls, admitted February of ’46, and I would say all of us…maybe 135 of us 
graduated in February ’50, and I’ve been to the 40th reunion and the 50th 

reunion, and I mean there were a lot of doctors and scientists and PhD’s that 
came out of that school. I just was ordinary. It was okay, but it was an 

education that I would put up against any…  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah  
MARILYN 

That could have been had today in any private institution.  
MICHAEL 

So how did you happen to select that school? I mean, I guess from the very 
beginning…  

MARILYN 

I think I told you, perhaps on the other tape, that we moved very often, and 
when the exam was offered, I took it so that I’d be able to go to one high 

school wherever we went to live, and the irony is that we moved to Regal 
Park in 1945 and never left there. Gene and I met and married there, and 

left for California from Regal Park.  
MICHAEL 

I gathered though you were always a good student.  
MARILYN 

Yes. That I was. I loved learning, and my learning, I could have been a lot 
better educated than I am, but I grew up in an environment where women 

didn’t need an education. A man did.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah.  
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MARILYN 

And so, if I asked for music lessons, couldn’t have them. When I asked for 
Hebrew lessons, I couldn’t have them. They weren’t necessary. I didn’t need 

them, but my mother was far more demanding that I not follow in the 
family’s footsteps of being in the bakery business.  

MICHAEL 
Oh.  

MARILYN 
She said, “You will not come in to the store.”  

MICHAEL 
Yeah. Yeah.  

MARILYN 
That…she was adamant about that. So even my first summer in college, 

instead of going to work in the store, she said “Go to an agency and find a 
job.”  

MICHAEL 

Oh. Oh.  
MARILYN 

And I did.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

Outside of the store, in the commercial aspects of New York’s industries.  
MICHAEL 

So, what kind of cultural life did you have? I mean, did your family go to the 
theater? Did they go to the opera? What…?  

MARILYN 
Culturally, you have to remember these were the years of the blossoming of 

the Broadway musical theater. I saw Oklahoma with Alfred Drake in the 
cast. I saw Carousel with a very young John Raitt in the original lead. We 

went to theater as a family. We were middle class. We went to nightclubs to 

celebrate family events. We ate in restaurants---the Brass Rail. It’s a big 
joke in our family about the Brass Rail’s special hot turkey sandwiches with 

gravy because I was very guy-ish, and my mother didn’t know how to make 
turkey gravy. So you had to eat it in a restaurant. (Laughing).  

MICHAEL 
How about an evening at Horn and Hardot. (Laughing).  

MARILYN 
Oh no. That was afternoons. See, we could afford a restaurant for dinner, 

lunch, but Horn and Hardot was chicken croquettes with mashed potatoes. I 
mean, there was set menus that you lived by. There was the museums---

science, and then the Museum of Natural History, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. When you went to Hunter, when you took a class in Music, one of your 
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afternoons was spent at the Metropolitan Opera. So I saw Ezio Pinza, you 

know, as Figaro, but that was through school.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

So, I mean, this was a time New York City was open to everybody and 
accessible to everybody, and the prices were reasonable enough. Yeah! If I 

went with my friends to the theater, we sat in the last row of the balcony. If 
I went with my father, we sat somewhere in the orchestra or the front rows 

of the balcony.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

So, you know, it depended, but I saw incredible number of shows---Two for 
the Seesaw with Anne Bancroft and Henry Fonda, and Anne Bancroft as, 

what was…Helen Keller. The Story of Helen Keller. I mean, this is when I 

grew up. This is… I saw it. That’s why I go to theater here. We do twenty-
two subscriptions a year, and when we’re in New York, we never go to the 

theater because I don’t need to.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah. So what do you… What kind of subscriptions do you have here? 
I think you said The Paper, right?  

MARILYN 
The Paper, The Colony, A Noise Within, Glendale and Philharmonic. So, you 

know, across the full range.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah. So you’ve maintained that base, that exposure that you had as 
an adolescent…  

MARILYN 
Into my old age. Yeah, no question about it. (Laughing). And now we can 

afford it. I think there was a big absence of theater, by the way, while we 

were raising three children.  
MICHAEL 

Oh yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

A large, large hole. (Chuckles).  
MICHAEL 

Yes. Yes. I know. I know. (PAUSE)  
MICHAEL 

Actually you started to tell me something about your…You were starting to 
read something here.  

MARILYN 
Yeah. When I was talking before about people that this tape is the 

assimilation of one Jewish family in America. My parents were not religious 
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at all, and I did make the comment that they spent their lives making a 

living, but I have to add to that. An integral part of their life was loving their 
children, teaching respect for mischpacha, and teaching all of their children 

to do fairly to all people. To be honest was very, very important. My mother 
stressed that word. Never take anything that doesn’t belong to you. To be 

moral, to judge people fairly, and social equality could be achieved in the 
world without a formal religious practice, and this is where my politics have 

taken me all of my life and still affect me, and that is that Gene and I, thank 
God, we can afford a lot of things. People object to paying taxes. We don’t 

object to paying taxes because taxes provide the social services that are 
needed by people who are less fortunate than we are.  

MICHAEL 
Really.  

MARILYN 
This is where our, my moral stance in life, and certainly buttressed by 

Gene’s passions that are in complete agreement. I mean, we are politically 

in complete agreement, and this is what we try to teach our children, and 
they live in the Middle West in a very different society, and yet, each of our 

three daughters has remained faithful to what was taught by us to them 
which is only a follow through of what was taught by my parents to me. So I 

feel that we’re…we’ve succeeded in America.  
MICHAEL 

What….I think you may have...I may have asked this before. Were there 
political discussions around the kitchen table?  

MARILYN 
Yeah. We talked about the Nazis when I was little, during World War II. We 

talked about the establishment of the State of Israel. We talked about 
American politics and honesty and dishonesty. My brother was drafted into 

the Marine Corps, during the Korean War---the only time ever that the 
Marines drafted. At the same time, Gene---his friend, Gene Fingerhut---

was…just barely got out of college in 1954, went down to the Johns Hopkins 

to begin a PhD program, and he was drafted two-and-a-half…a month-and-
a-half after college graduation. He had six weeks before he went into the 

Army.  
MICHAEL 

Whoa.  
MARILYN 

So that was 1954, and that was the tenor of the times, and it was during the 
McCarthy era so of course or just post-McCarthy era. We had all lived 

through the early ‘50s, and that there was intense awareness in our home 
and nervous tension in our home because I can remember my mother 

saying, “What Jew wasn’t a communist once in his or her life?”, you know.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Did you experience any anti-Semitism? You know, “dirty Jew” or…?  
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MARILYN 

You know, I must have. I must have, but I don’t know. I guess I felt 
protected. You know what, we were taught you don’t go where you’re not 

welcome, and so we felt quite safe. I don’t have a conscious awareness of 
that.  

MICHAEL 
Now what year did you graduate from Hunter?  

MARILYN 
I graduated from Hunter High in February of ’50, and from Queens College 

four years later, February ’54.  
MICHAEL 

What did you study at Queens College?  
MARILYN 

I was an elementary education major. We had 128 units total. I’ll never 
forget 64 had to be in the education department.  

MICHAEL 

That must have been exciting.  
MARILYN 

(Laughs). And you could take 64 elsewhere. I got four extra credits because 
I passed the Math entrance exam with a high score, and so I didn’t have to 

take a full year of college Math. So I had an extra four units that I could play 
with, and I took a Geography class, but Queens College had an amazing 

program, and it was only duplicated at Columbia University, and you had to 
take four semesters of English literature, four semesters of Contemporary 

Civilization. You had to take, at the end of two years of those programs, you 
had to take the Language, Literature and Arts Examination, and if you didn’t 

pass that, you didn’t graduate from college, and that was a combined exam, 
and that’s when Gene and I got close because we were in the same grades 

in separate classes, but when we had to study for the Contemporary 
Civilization exam and the Language, Literature and Arts exam, we studied 

together.  

MICHAEL 
So, I think you made a reference earlier that Gene was a friend of your 

brother’s?  
MARILYN 

Yes.  
MICHAEL 

So…  
MARILYN 

He was one of the boys. I was very lucky. I had a brother eighteen months 
older than me, which meant that I had boys to provide for every sweet 

sixteen party (laughs), and my brother and his friends were the core of 
invited guests to every Jewish sweet sixteen party, you know at that proper 

time, appropriate time.  
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MICHAEL 

So, I mean how long did you... I mean…  
MARILYN 

I’ve known Gene…  
MICHAEL 

Since he was twelve?  
MARILYN 

No. He moved to Regal Park when he was 15 years of age. His father was 
already dying of cancer, and my first recollection of Gene was seeing him in 

a big empty field playing football, touch football, with my brother and his 
friends, and here was this 6 foot 3, blond guy, who I later found out had 

blue eyes, playing touch football with a bunch of guys ranging in height from 
5 feet 4 to 5 foot 8, and they all had dark hair. So he stood out in a crowd 

(laughs), but then at dinner one night, my brother said that he had to go 
visit his new friend, a guy named Gene Fingerhut, and mom, dad, what do I 

do I have to make a shiva call, what is that? And that’s when what was 

politely, how one politely entered a shiva home and didn’t ring a bell and 
didn’t say hello and acknowledge the mourners and so on, and Gene lost his 

father a month before his 16th birthday, and that same September was my 
sweet sixteen birthday, and Gene is in the photographs taken of everybody 

at the party.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really?  
MARILYN 

So we go back a long way, but we were friends, and we were friends 
through college. I dated every one of my brother’s friends whenever I 

needed a guy to take to a party.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

Once I brought Gene to a college party, and the hostess said to me, “Where 

did you get such a good-looking guy?” and he was very busy meeting other 
girls that night. I mean, that was the deal we had. We were “friends”, except 

that I had a crush on him. Always.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really? Well, he’s kind of a slow learner, right?  
MARILYN 

(Laughs aloud). Very slow. Thank you Michael.  
MICHAEL 

So, when did you start dating?  
MARILYN 

Gene and I didn’t date. We just got married. I was… I had a New Year’s Eve 
date for 1954-55. Gene calls from Fort Ord, that’s where he was stationed. 

He said, “I’m coming home on leave.” I said, “I have a tentative date.” He 
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said, “Break it.” I said, “Okay.” And in those years, you put your quarters in 

the telephone. You had three minutes. So, after I agreed to go out with him 
New Year’s Eve, I said, “You wanna talk to Sidney?” and I put my brother on 

the phone. He came home New Year’s Eve. We went out together and spent 
a few days of his leave together. A month later, he notified me by telegram 

that he was coming on a prisoner chase. You remember, he was an MP, and 
he had to pick up a prisoner at Fort Evans, Massachusetts. He sent me a 

telegram, but he gave his mother’s phone number to the operator by 
mistake. So the operator called me. She said, “I hate to tell you this, but 

your boyfriend’s mother knows he’s coming because she wouldn’t give me 
your phone number unless I read the telegram to her.” Now today, of 

course, that would never be done, but in those years you told the Jewish 
mother what she wanted to know.  

MICHAEL 
Right.  

MARILYN 

So, I went with his mother and stepfather to pick him up at the train, and 
we got engaged on February 7th. Gosh, that’s coming up next to three days. 

1955. And we were married seven weeks later on a Thursday night with 254 
people in attendance, and everybody knew I was pregnant. Of course, Karen 

wasn’t born until three years after we were married. So, it really… Friends of 
ours later said, “Stand together. We have never seen the two of you 

together.” And just that we tried to teach our daughters, fall in like before 
you fall in love because Gene and I always liked each other and respected 

each other’s humor and wisdom, and I think you know us well enough, 
Michael, to know that that’s just been a part of our lives.  

MICHAEL 
Exactly.  

MARILYN 
So that’s where we’re coming from, the two of us.  

MICHAEL 

So it happened really quick.  
MARILYN 

Immediate. It was instantaneous. When it happened it was altogether from 
New Year’s Eve, if you will, to March 31st which was our wedding date, and 

I’d like to say “And the rest is history,” and I went with Gene out to 
California. I finished teaching the term.  

MICHAEL 
So, let’s see. To back up to your occu…after you graduated from Queens, 

then you…  
MARILYN 

Oh, I was… I went to teach. I taught in, let me see, I graduated in ’54. I 
taught from February to June in a horrible school in a real blackboard jungle 

school in Williamsburg, Brooklyn as a 21-year-old college graduate… 
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teaching in a blackboard jungle. Twenty-one years old, teaching in a 

blackboard jungle behind a locked door on a split session. The year is 1954, 
and Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Thirty-six kids. Forget about teacher’s aides.  

MICHAEL 
What…what…what…  

MARILYN 
Third grade. Twenty spoke Spanish. I would say there was twelve Blacks. 

No. Twelve Blacks, twelve Puerto Ricans and Twelve white kids, probably six 
of whom were Jewish, the remnants of the old Williamsburg, Brooklyn Jews. 

It was quite an experience. I slapped a child full in the face in front of the 
whole class, ran next door to tell the teacher next door that I had done this. 

She says, “No you didn’t. I was there. It never happened.” She says, “And 
furthermore, the principal was in the room, and it never happened.” 

(Laughs). I mean it was a bloody nightmare, but by the time June rolled 
around, I had shaped up that class. There was learning. There was order. 

There was discipline. There was tremendous affection, and I cried when I left 

those children.  
MICHAEL 

Really?  
MARILYN 

Because I knew that some of them would never make it to eighteen years of 
age, that they would die in prison or out of prison by that time. I took my 

chances with the Board of Education, scored well on the New York City 
teaching license examination, and got a good school in Jackson Heights, 

Queens, fifteen minutes from home. I think it was two or three local stops 
on the subway away from where I lived. By this time, no, in September I 

was still single living with my parents. Then I married March 31st of ’55. 
Gene was in the Army in California. We had 72 days. We had 17 days 

together and 72 days apart, and I caught the first airplane to California and 
took a 6-month’s leave of absence from teaching.  

MICHAEL 

When did you… You completed all the way through June, right, 1955, right?  
MARILYN 

I finished one year of tenure, completed the first year of tenure.  
MICHAEL 

So after you got married, what…  
MARILYN 

I kept teaching.  
MICHAEL 

And Gene came out to California.  
MARILYN 

Gene came back to the Army. No he was in the Army at Fort Ord. He took a 
10-day leave of absence, you know, or a little longer than that.  

MICHAEL 
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Yeah.  

MARILYN 
And I joined him in Seaside, California. That’s just south of Fort Ord, and he 

had rented the most charming little cottage with a split Dutch door, you 
know, to the street, and Seaside was a sleepy, Mexican village. The town 

where the soldiers went was a tiny bit south of Seaside, which is Monterey, 
the city of Monterey, and Gene was with the Fort Ord stockade, and he, by 

this time I think he, was a specialist first class, and I sewed the stripes on 
his uniforms, and I sewed them on upside-down (Laughs). So I had to take 

them all off and change all his shirts again, and we spent six months, really, 
veritably a honeymoon for the impoverished. A honeymoon for the 

impoverished at this little house in Seaside, away from everybody, both of 
us for the first real time in our lives.  

MICHAEL 
That period would be from what, about June 1955 to…  

MARILYN 

July 1st of ’55 til about January 25th or so of ’56.  
MICHAEL 

Let’s see. I just wanna back up. Your marriage was at a synagogue, right?  
MARILYN 

No.  
MICHAEL 

It was not?  
MARILYN 

No. My marriage was in a catering hall performed by some rabbi whose 
name shall be nameless for the rest of my life because he signed the 

marriage certificate in ink and the ink has faded. My ketubah is totally 
useless. It’s a pre-printed form… Two pages of a pre-printed form, and none 

of the ink is legible anymore. So the only thing we have to go by is the 
recorded New York State licensing.  

MICHAEL 

So how did you… I mean, what kind of wedding arrangements did you have?  
MARILYN 

My father had enough money. Originally he said we’ll have a small wedding 
in a hotel, and the reason there was no rabbi is that neither one of us had a 

rabbi who was, you know, who we cared about. It didn’t matter. You could 
always find someone who would perform the ceremony, and we were gonna 

have a wedding for like 50, 60 people, and I came home from teaching one 
day, and my father said, “You know what, Marilyn.” He says, “At this 

wedding, your mother and I are gonna be the youngest people there outside 
of the bride and groom.” He said, “Forget it. I’m not ashamed. I don’t have 

to hide. I can afford to make you a big wedding, and we’ll make it.” But it 
was between, it was just in those days before Pesach when you could get 

married because from Pesach to ___ (30:00) you cannot be married, and 
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Gene couldn’t get leave, and he needed, he had to come home at a certain 

time because then he couldn’t get leave in the Spring time from Fort Ord. 
So, it was either then or after the Summer, and he wanted me with him in 

the summertime.  
MICHAEL 

So…  
MARILYN 

By the way, there is a lesson. There is one moral story I would tell here if 
not for my granddaughters, because it’s too late already for them but for the 

generations to come. When Gene asked me, he said “Let’s get together.” He 
said, “You can come out to Fort Ord and visit with me this summer between 

teaching.” And I said, “I can’t come visit you. We’re not married.” He says, 
“They have guest housing.” I said, “I can’t visit you. We’re not married.” He 

said, “No you don’t understand. You’ll have your own private room in guest 
housing from the Army.” I said, “You don’t understand. I can’t come visit 

you because we’re not married.” So after three cups of coffee and a dozen 

doughnuts, my husband to be said, “Alright, we will get married.” I said, 
“Oh! Then I can come visit you.” So, young ladies, have heart. (PAUSE)  

MARILYN 
What was the name of his secretary?  

MICHAEL 
Which one?  

MARILYN 
Somebody cut said that there was no…the government didn’t have money, 

and they had to cut jobs, and I was working in a government job at Fort 
Ord. I got fired that day along with, you know, everybody in our office. We 

all walked out of there without work.  
MICHAEL 

So, let’s see. You came out. You were married, and you got a job at Fort 
Ord.  

MARILYN 

Right.  
MICHAEL 

Pretty soon?  
MARILYN 

Immediately. Immediately, and then I immediately lost the job because…  
MICHAEL 

Doing what, do you remember?  
MARILYN 

It was clerical work in an office, and one of the young brides there from 
Texas asked me how old I was, and I said, “Twenty two.” And she said, 

“Well, when did you get married?” And I said, “Three months ago.” And she 
said, “Well, that’s not…this is not your first marriage. How many times have 

you been married before?” And I said, “This is my first.” She says, “This is 
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your first marriage!?” You know, for a Texan, twenty-two was already an 

old, old maid. So I can sweep through those years, it was a good six months 
Gene and I had. When I say in poverty, we had no money, but God did we 

love each other, and everything was fun.  
MICHAEL 

Did you go to Friday night services?  
MARILYN 

No. No. No. No. We went to Friday night movies on post because Gene was 
an MP, and the guy who ran the movie theater was excused from attending 

Gene’s lectures so he let us sneak in the side door for free. So that was what 
we did. There was no religion though there’s a good chance that I lit Friday 

night candles. I can’t say that I did, but I probably did. That’s been a 
tradition on and off all through our fifty years of marriage, and what 

happened was Gene had been accepted at Columbia. My mother and father 
found an apartment for us, right around the corner from them, four blocks 

from Gene’s mother, so we were gonna stay in the neighborhood, and…  

MICHAEL 
That’s Regis Park, or?  

MARILYN 
Regal Park.  

MICHAEL 
That’s Regal Park.  

MARILYN 
And Gene was accepted in Columbia, so I came home a couple of weeks 

before he.  
MICHAEL 

When was this?  
MARILYN 

February…January or February of ’56.  
MICHAEL 

Okay.  

MARILYN 
I started looking for furniture. I went back to teaching on February 1st so 

that I wouldn’t lose any time and lose a semester, if you will, and Gene 
came home, and he started his classes in Columbia…  

MICHAEL 
In February?  

MARILYN 
Right, and he went straight on through. He took hi 28 or 32 units for the 

Masters Degree, wrote the thesis, got his MA in probably 12 or maybe 18 
months. No time wasted. Took all of his classes toward the PhD because I 

was anxious to start a family, and I couldn’t start a family. I had agreed not 
to have a child until Gene had completed all of the class work for the PhD 

program, and I also needed to hide a pregnancy because you were thrown 
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out in the streets the minute somebody discovered you were pregnant in 

those days. I had to hide my pregnancy so that I would be permitted to 
teach through January 30th of ’58, so that I would complete three years of 

tenure. That was really a very valuable document, that tenure.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

I never used, never went back to teaching in New York, but I didn’t know 
that.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah. Yeah. Well…  

MARILYN 
At the time, and that determined…economics determines life if you have the 

will to allow economics to determine your life, and you behave in a 
responsible manner, which Gene and I did.  

MICHAEL 

So, this carries you up to 1958. Gene still doesn’t have the doctorate…  
MARILYN 

Gene has all of the course work out of the way and his thesis subject, and he 
now goes to teach fulltime at VanBuren High School in Jamaica, and I was 

able to teach through January 31st. I got my tenure, worked in a bakery for 
about six weeks after because the income was important, and then stopped 

work about six weeks before Karen was born, and she was born April 22nd 
of ’58.  

MICHAEL 
Okay.  

MARILYN 
And Gene was teaching full time. He would go off to work every morning 

with two brown paper sacks, one had his lunch and one had his dinner, his 
supper, and he would go early to VanBuren, and he was on the phones 

taking the absentees and calling substitute teachers, and by getting to work 

at 7 o’clock in the morning he was able to leave Van Buren early in the 
afternoon. I can’t remember if it was one or 2 o’clock, and he went directly 

to the 42nd Street Library. He had a special seat at the Library that was held 
for him.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
And his books, all of his documents were brought to him, and he sat there, 

and he worked for his doctorate, did his research, came home 10:30 at 
night. The library closes at 10. Every night he came home at 10:30, I would 

give him a bite of supper. He could watch the news. I turned off the TV, and 
he went to sleep and got up the next morning and went away. The children 

didn’t see him. By this time, we had two children. Mindy is not 15 months 
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younger than Karen, so she was born in July of 1959, and we had an 

objective. He wanted to have his doctorate before his 30th birthday, and 
that was gonna be in 1962, and he did by the way. He had his doctorate 

before his 30th birthday.  
MICHAEL 

So, up to the time…you set kind of a benchmark… You had two kids. Did you 
continue to work at all?  

MARILYN 
I worked in the bakery one day a week for what we called under the table 

money. By the way, whenever we worked, in the store we were kids growing 
up, we were always paid from the time we were 12 years old. Work, you had 

to be compensated for work, and we were paid cash, and my mother when I 
worked at this time, I worked every Tuesday evening, Gene would come 

home, and I would take the subway and get to the bakery which was now on 
the Lower East side of New York. I’d get there 3 in the afternoon, and I’d 

close the bakery at 11 o’clock at night.  

MICHAEL 
Beautiful.  

MARILYN 
And come home from there, and I was paid $15 for a day’s work, which was 

a very fair amount of cash, and at the end of the month I had $60 in an 
envelope under the table cloths in the linen closet, and that was exactly half 

the rent, which was $ 125 a month.  
MICHAEL 

How come you didn’t teach? Go back to teaching? I mean was it uh…  
MARILYN 

It never entered my mind. You know, I don’t… None of my friends who were 
teachers went back at that time. They went back in subsequent years, but 

we were still a little bit ahead of women returning to the workforce. My 
mother had worked all of my life and her life, she worked, but that was 

making a living as differentiated from working. I don’t know why I didn’t 

think to go back. I always thought I would go back but probably when the 
children were in school. When my kids would start school, I would go back. 

You have to remember, my mother was a working woman. Gene’s mother 
was widowed. She was a legal secretary. She was working. I didn’t have a 

grandmother for my kids who could stay home and raise them so that I 
could go back to work, and in those days, the women who went back to 

work, either their kids were already in school or you had a grandma who 
could take care of the kids. It was a different milieu. Day care was not, you 

know this was the…in those years, it was latching. Latchkey kids who came 
home from school to empty apartments, and nobody… The phrase latchkey 

child had not been invented yet. I spent my whole childhood as a latchkey 
child. Nobody called the authorities to say that we were abused or 

neglected. We weren’t abused or neglected!  
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MICHAEL 

Yeah, I mean… Asking this question, I am reminded of how the 
times…women stayed home with their kids. You know I mean that was the 

expectation.  
MARILYN 

When I came here, we had, you know, I hadn’t gotten to it yet, but the most 
wonderful sisterhood because we were all home with our children. We 

brought the baby carriers to the kitchen of the temple, and we worked with 
the baby carriers in the kitchen, and the infant slept or gurgled or googled or 

whatever. We were all home. It was a different world.  
MICHAEL 

Now during this period up to the time that Gene got the doctorate, what, did 
you go to the temple?  

MARILYN 
Gene went with his mother every Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

MICHAEL 

But you didn’t go?  
MARILYN 

I did not go. I think I probably carried the baby in, and by the way, in to see 
Gene and you know, give my mother-in-law a treat, but the Regal Park 

Jewish Center---and by the way, I used to go to dances at the Regal Park 
Jewish Center---the extent of my religion through my teens, I told you, was 

where the boys were, so the Regal Park Jewish Center was where I went as 
a teenage girl and a college girl to dances. Then, Gene and his mother were 

members of the synagogue, just as in the same formal relationship that we 
have today with our synagogue, but you could buy seats for the High 

Holidays, but the numbers of Jews in New York are so exponential that came 
the Jewish holidays, there was this huge hall called Lost Battalion hall for a 

battalion of soldiers who were lost during World War I. So they, the Regal 
Park Jewish Center, rented Lost Battalion Hall and God, it had to be more 

than a thousand seats were put in there, and that’s where Gene went to shul 

with his mother on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  
MICHAEL 

How about on Passover? Did you…  
MARILYN 

Passover was… the year that we were married, we were married on a 
Thursday night, and the first seder was Sunday night, and we went to my 

grandparents. Now picture this small dining room with a large dining room 
table and all these people, and Gene was the new son-in-law, first son-in-

law in mishpacha. This was my father’s family, and so they gave him the 
seat of honor between zeide, my grandfather, and Gene’s father-in-law, my 

father. They put him right between the two men, and then my father’s 
brother next to my father and so on. There was Gene at the head of the 

table, the guest of honor, amongst three men speaking to each other in 
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Yiddish, which Gene knew not one word of about the bakery business, about 

which Gene knew not one word. My mother half way through the dinner took 
me aside, and she says “Next year you’ll go by Gene’s family.”  

MICHAEL 
And did you? No, you were out at Fort Ord.  

MARILYN 
The following Pesach we were in Fort Ord. The following year, we went to 

Brooklyn or wherever with Gene’s family. Yeah.  
MICHAEL 

When you were in California, in Fort Ord, did you have…?  
MARILYN 

You know, I’ll bet, I’ll bet I made a seder because we had the Mizrachs. It 
was one couple with a little baby who were Jewish, and then there was a, I 

forget whether his name was Perlmatter or Manischewitz. I really can’t 
remember which one, but there was a Jewish single man, and I know we 

had Thanksgiving with them. We probably made a seder of some sort. I 

mean these are things that even when you’re religious, you observe.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah. I know.  
MARILYN 

Or at least we did in that generation.  
MICHAEL 

Right. Right.  
MARILYN 

You know, religion was the only thing we didn’t practice. The holidays were 
practiced. (Laughs)  

MICHAEL 
I know that feeling. So, let’s see in 1962, Kennedy is president. Gene is 

getting his…  
MARILYN 

He is really on the last steps of completing his doctorate, and I’m home 

alone in the apartment in the morning with my two babies, and they’re 
watching whatever morning television shows there were to watch, and 

across the news we hear that Kennedy is assassinated, and that was an 
incredible time. No! Wait a minute. Wait a minute. Wait a minute. Wait a 

minute. Sixty-two…  
MICHAEL 

He was assassinated in ’63.  
MARILYN 

Sixty-three we were already here because we were living in Altadena. We, 
okay, we left New York. Gene got his doctorate in the early part of June. He 

defended his dissertation in May. He was 30 years old on June 26, so he did 
complete his doctorate. We went to commencement exercises at Columbia--
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-a very, very thrilling time for us, and in late July, Gene and my father drove 

to California. I broke up the house and sent…  
MICHAEL 

Now, did he have a job out here?  
MARILYN 

Yes. He had been hired by the History department of California…It wasn’t 
California State University.  

MICHAEL 
California State? College.  

MARILYN 
It was California State College Los Angeles. CSCLA, and he was hired as an 

assistant professor. Assistant? Assistant professor step three. So he was 
earning $7600 a year in New York as a high school teacher, and he was able 

to get the grand salary of $7200 a year as an assistant professor at 
CalState, and we were very grateful for it because he had, before that, 

accepted a position in Arlington, Texas for $5600 a year. So we were so 

thrilled to be able to call Texas and say we’re not coming, and we got the 
job in LA.  

MICHAEL 
Did he come out here?  

MARILYN 
He came out… as an interview, no. He was interviewed in Washington DC at 

the American Historical Association Convention meeting in June ’62 by the 
then Chair of the department who subsequently called him and invited him 

to come work for them.  
MICHAEL 

Did you have any experience here in Los Angeles before you came out here? 
I mean…  

MARILYN 
Yeah when we were at Fort Ord, we’d come down to Hollywood. We’d gone 

to Disneyland in 1955, the year it opened.  

MICHAEL 
Oh okay.  

MARILYN 
Yeah. So, what was there not to like about California. You know, you’re…also 

we…when I look back on it now, it’s a time in my life that I’m not too proud 
of, and I say that because I’m now a mother and a grandmother. We felt we 

were being strangled by our parents. We lived around the corner from my 
mother and four blocks from Gene’s mother. My parents didn’t work on 

Wednesdays, so Wednesdays I had to be at their home with my two 
children. It was a command performance. Gene’s mother worked Monday to 

Friday. She never knew how much house cleaning she would have to do or 
have her hair done or whatever, so we had to hang loose every Saturday 

and Sunday so that Gene’s mother could see the two children, and Gene and 
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I agreed that we would take a job anywhere that was far enough away that 

when they came, they’d have to stay over so that they couldn’t come every 
single week, and I say I’m not proud of it. I’m not ashamed of it, but I 

realized as the years went on, I think I always knew that they were doing it 
out of love, but we felt strangulated, and now of course, Gene and I have all 

of our children and grandchildren in the Middle West. Fortunately we have 
the good health and the financial means to go see them or bring them here 

or whatever, but I miss them. It’s terrible for us when a ___ (49:47) comes, 
and we have many loving, caring friends here, but it’s not the same.  

MICHAEL 
I know. I know.  

MARILYN 
It’s not the same. We’re a guest at somebody else’s table, enjoying their 

children and their grandchildren. What would be so terrible? And here we 
took away the only two grandchildren that either of the three, that any of 

the three grandparents had, and it’s sad.  

MICHAEL 
So, when you came out here, I mean, you were pretty much raising the kids 

by yourself?  
MARILYN 

Yes, and I had actually ironically there was one person---two different 
people we could contact, but they were of my father’s and mother’s age, and 

we did contact them, and so we had “a little”…Neither one was a relative, 
but we had mishpacha in LA, and interestingly, one of them introduced us to 

someone who got me a job, by the way, with Hillow at Cal State LA.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. Right away she had been working for Hillow, and she gave up the job, 
and she said “You take it.” I said, “I don’t know anything about Judaism.” 

She says, “Don’t worry about it. You know, you don’t have to be the rabbi.”  

MICHAEL 
So, let’s see. You moved out here, and you moved…  

MARILYN 
Into… Gene found a house in South San Gabriel. Here we go again. Jews find 

Jews. He wasn’t looking for a Jew, but he couldn’t get an apartment for rent 
because California law then allowed that landlords did not have to rent to 

people with children.  
MICHAEL 

Right. Right.  
MARILYN 

So he started looking at houses for rent, and he was in South San Gabriel on 
a quiet street, and he saw a house for sail. See owner two doors away. He 

rang the bell, and Selma Silver opened the doors and in New Yorkese asked 
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him, you know, what he needed, and he knew he was home, and Selma 

Silver and Dan Silver rented the house to Gene and me with our two babies 
for $125 a month, and when I got off that plane, Selma put her arms 

around, you know, and came to the house. She had five children. Gene and I 
never had a lonely day. We really had a remarkable life, and I don’t know 

what was meant to be. I think part of it is that we were open. Gene and I 
were always open to new experiences and finding Selma Silver who later 

would, in that first summer because I came on August 9th with my two 
children…  

MICHAEL 
Sixty---  

MARILYN 
Sixty two. Selma Silver at her swimming pool, with her husband and her five 

kids and her sisters and their mishpacha, introduced us to Fran and Eddie 
Collins who were stalwarts here in the Pasadena temple, Hi and Mariam 

Vigo, Bernice and Julie Feldstein, Ruthie and Herb Shapiro, Ruthie was a 

sister of Tootie Danchick who is still a member of our congregation.  
MICHAEL 

Wow! Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

I mean it was unbelievable, and they said you have to come and live in 
Pasadena. I mean, how lucky can you be that you ring a doorbell, and a Jew 

finds a Jew… A Jew from New York finds a Jew from Boyle Heights.  
MICHAEL 

Right.  
MARILYN 

And that was it.  
MICHAEL 

So, how long did you live in South San Gabriel?  
MARILYN 

One year to the day. We went looking for a house. We came up to Altadena, 

Pasadena not knowing any realtors, walked through a house, and I said to 
Gene, “I really like this saleslady”, but we had already spoken to another 

saleslady, and when he said, “We’d like to work with you.” And she says, 
“Well, I can’t work with you on this house because another realtor brought 

you here, but if you’re not interested in this house, call me, and we can work 
together.” I did not know that Ruth Greenwalt was Jewish. I mean we fell 

from one Jew into another. Ruth Greenwalt lived two blocks from the 
Pasadena Jewish temple. She called. She was looking for houses for us. She 

found us a house. She said, “You’ve got to come immediately. I have found 
your house.” And she did. She had found our house, and it was on North 

Craig, not far from where Rabbi Collin lives today, and I wasn’t from, so I 
didn’t need to walk to the temple anyway, but we were already entrenched 

in the community because we had the Collins and the Vigos and the 
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Feldsteins and other people and the realtor who came complete with a 12-

year-old daughter who could be our babysitter. It’s a small world there.  
MICHAEL 

During this year you lived in San Gabriel…  
MARILYN 

We went shul shopping.  
MICHAEL 

Well, let’s see. First of all, did you work?  
MARILYN 

I did some day-to-day substitute teaching, and I was working…I don’t think I 
came to work for Hillow. Yes, I started work for Hillow, but that was 20 

hours a month that I gave 40 hours a month, that really needed 80 hours a 
month, you know. It was that kind of a job, and it was for a pittance, but it 

was fun for me. I was 30. Gene was teaching at the college. I was out there 
with college students, some of whom were older than me. It was a very 

exciting time for me. It was a delightful job, and one time my children who 

were at the time 4 and 5 or 5 and 6 said “You like the Hillow kids better than 
you like us.” And you know what, at that time it was true. I did like the 

Hillow kids better.  
MICHAEL 

Now, during this year did you socialize with these people…?  
MARILYN 

From…that Selma Silver introduced us to, and I made…  
MICHAEL 

But you didn’t belong to, join the temple…  
MARILYN 

No temple. We checked out…we went to Monterey Park to attend synagogue. 
We went to Beth David, which is now Rabbi Lachman, but at the time was 

Camillus Angle who was a Germanic Reform Rabbi. We went there on Yom 
Kippur day to see what the service was like, and Gene was asked to remove 

his tallus and his yarmulke. So we said well this is a synagogue we won’t be 

going to. The people we met from Pasadena, Fran and Eddie Collins in 
particular, said Pasadena is the only place to live. It’s been here over a 

hundred years. It’ll be here a hundred years from now. At that time it had 
everything. It had the movie theaters. It had the department stores. It had 

a wonderful school, and they raved about Rabbi Galpert, and we felt the 
same way. Everybody, all the other Jews with whom we spoke said they 

bought a house where they found a house. Collins and Vigo said the only 
place to live is Pasadena, and so we conscientiously sought the house of our 

dreams in the Pasadena area and wound up in Altadena, and all for the 
synagogue. That was the thing that brought us here.  

MICHAEL 
So when did you join the synagogue?  

MARILYN 
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Immediately. We walked into the office, and we said we don’t need any sales 

pitch. Okay, what happened was we moved into the house in July, and…  
MICHAEL 

Okay. Sixty-three?  
MARILYN 

Sixty-three. And one of the neighbors said we all love this area, and by the 
way, it’s a stunning area to this day. It’s right under the mountains, and it’s 

just beautiful. It’s just to the West, South and the West of Eaton Canyon, 
and one of the neighbors said we love this neighborhood because 

everybody’s friendly, but nobody tries to be your friends, and then the 
children came home with a new friend. You know, immediately, as children 

will, and the mother showed up with a tray of brownies and welcomed us 
and our children, and she said, “I understand you’re Jewish.” See, because 

our kids would go around asking people, “Do you Christmas or Hanukkah?” 
They were just of that age. See and they needed to get the ground rules 

straight for some reason for their benefit. They were very…they knew they 

were Jewish and being Jewish was always important to Gene and me. 
Anyway, so she says, “I understand you’re Jewish. There’s a lovely Jewish 

family three blocks from here.” Okay so Gene and I looked at each other and 
we said if they know where the nearest Jew is, we better get over to the 

temple fast. The nearest Jew turned out to be Margaret and Jack Farvstein 
who are still active. Margaret, God bless her, is well into her eighties, and 

Jack, they’ve celebrated well over sixty years of marriage, and she still 
works in the sancta shop. Anyway, so we went to the temple and we said 

just tell us how much we have to pay and when.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Let’s see. (PAUSE). You said being Jewish was important to your 
children. How did they learn that since you did not go to temple prior to 

moving here. How did you?...  
MARILYN 

Okay. Friday night. Hanukkah candles. Have you heard me speak? Did you 

ever hear me speak Yiddish? No? Well, my kids did. Then grandma and 
grandpa and the other grandma came to visit. It was very hard for them not 

to be Jewish because I’m Jewish in my bones.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Yeah.  
MARILYN 

In my bones, and I don’t…I don’t have religion or anything else.  
MICHAEL 

The fact that, how you created a sense of Jewish identity in your children…  
MARILYN 

I couldn’t you know. I can’t be… How could I be anything else? Are you 
taping?  

MICHAEL 
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Yeah.  

MARILYN 
Okay. You know, you know me well enough by my humor…  

MICHAEL 
Right.  

MARILYN 
By my mental attitude, by my emotions.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
All of these things to me are part of the Jewish psyche or a part of where I 

grew up and the world in which I grew up, and it was a Jewish world. I did 
not know anything but a Jewish world, and I was lost when I came out here. 

It was very…you know I can make light of it now, but it was a frightening 
experience being in a gentile environment. Even being a Jewish teacher in 

the elementary schools of New York City that were half Jewish half Christian, 

it was okay because everybody in New York is partly Jewish, but coming out 
here was a very scary experience, and in the department I really was afraid 

that I was a detriment to Gene as his wife because I didn’t sit on the side of 
the room with all of the women. I did participate with the men. I was me. I 

could never be anything but me…(AUDIO CUT) 

1.3. Session Three  

(November 18, 2010) 

MICHAEL 
This is Michael Several. Today is November 18, 2010. I am with Marilyn 

Fingerhut and we are continuing picking up an interview that we started 
three years ago. Let’s see, where we left off. We left off in 1963. You and 

Gene had moved to Los Angeles. Gene was at Cal State, Los Angeles and 
you were working at ____. Now when you came to Los Angeles, did you 

temple shop? Did you look for a temple?  
MARILYN 

Oh yes absolutely and didn’t we discuss that prior to this one? Well, what 
happened was we arrived in August of 1962 exactly and it was of course, 

time was coming onto the High Holidays and lived and met, we were renting 
from a Jewish family who belonged to the Beth Torah, the reformed 

synagogue and at that time there was a synagogue at Monterey Park, there 
was the Alhambra conservative synagogue, there was Temple Beth Torah, is 

that the name of the one in temple city schul, the reformed synagogue with 

rabbi Lachman, only rabbi Lachman wasn’t there yet. Okay and there was 
Pasadena Jewish Temple. There were synagogues in Covina, we were living 

down on Valley Boulevard, just south of Valley Boulevard and just west of 
Rosemead Boulevard, so for Rosh Hashanah we went to Alhambra and it was 
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conservative and it was comfortable for Gene and you have to understand, I 

was not a schull goer. I hadn’t gone as a child, but it was up to Gene to 
decide what synagogue he would be comfortable in and Alhambra had a lot 

of old people already then and it was an aging Jewish community. There had 
been a large Jewish community in the years passed, probably people who 

moved from Boyle Heights to an adjacent town in the early days. Then we 
went on Yom Kipper day to the reformed synagogue on Langdon Avenue in 

Temple City, and Camillus Angle was a presiding rabbi and when Gene 
walked into the lobby and put on his tolus and his yamaka and as we 

approached the sanctuary, Gene was asked to please remove the yamaka 
and tolus. Well his immediate reaction was, Lynn, this is the schull we will 

not be going to. But we did stay for the Yom Kipper service and never went 
back there. The people we had met through our landlord were the families of 

men who were Jewish World War II veterans. I mean we met, I know High 
Vigo longer than I know any other single person who is alive today and is 

still a part of my life. I met him in the summer of 1962 because the Jewish 

veterans from World War II had a very active group. There was a man 
named Leo Crewitz, Ed Collins, there was High Vigo, my landlord. You will 

have to forgive me for names that I forget there, that’s far to come by. But 
we met them and they said the only place to live was Pasadena. The 

synagogue was there near the turn of the century, the first Jewish families, 
it had movie theaters, it had everything and that is where we had to move 

when we were going to buy a house. So that is exactly what we did because 
we had made friends with these people. They included us in their lives 

immediately and we came and we met rabbi Galpert, who you know, Gene it 
was love at first sight between the 6’3” giant and this small round wonderful 

incredibly intelligent and humorous man.  
MICHAEL 

That leads to something. The question I have been dying to ask all these 
years. You in the last interview said, talking about coming to Pasadena and 

so on, the Jewish identity, all of these things to me are part of the Jewish 

psyche or a part of where I grew up and the world in which I grew up and it 
was a Jewish world. I did not know anything but a Jewish world and I was 

lost when I came out here. It was very, you know, I can make light of it 
now, but it was a very frightening experience being in a gentile environment. 

Even being a Jewish teacher in an elementary school in New York City that 
was half Jewish half Christian, it was okay because everybody in New York is 

partly Jewish, but coming out here was a very scary experience and in the 
department, I really was afraid that I was detrimental to Gene as his wife 

because I didn’t sit on the side of the room with all the women. I did 
participate with the men, I was me. I can never be anything but me. Now 

the question that I had been dying to ask is, if you came out here and there 
was a Jewish community, a large Jewish community in Pasadena as you had 

in New York, would you have joined a synagogue?  
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MARILYN 

It’s a what-if question. What if elephants could fly? We would all walk around 
holding up umbrellas.  

MICHAEL 
Why, would you say?  

MARILYN 
Would I join the synagogue? Probably. My kids that were very young then 

when we came out here in, we moved into Pasadena in 1963, Karen was 
born in 1958 so she was only 5 and Mindy was only 4. I might have held off 

for a year or two, but it didn’t exist. There was not that kind of a Jewish 
community. You had to be a part of a synagogue or part of the federation in 

Pasadena or in the St. Gabriel Valley, otherwise you were at a loss. Now the 
only reason Gene and I had a very successful first year, our transition from 

New York was as easy as it was because we rented a house two doors away 
from the house in which we lived and we rented from a Jewish family who 

was well entrenched in the community having been born and raised in Boyle 

Heights and we met all these people. Our experience was not that of a 
typical person who moves. Most people find their relationships or many 

people find their relationships within their jobs, somebody invites you to 
dinner who is your co-worker and so on. We went to dinners with other 

faculty. We were invited to their homes, they were invited to my home, but 
what I would have, I still use the expression tres gauche; very, very non-

Jewish. You know, the meals that they served were chili potpies and I had 
never eaten chili in my life. When I served a dinner, it was with sterling 

silver and vegetables, or soup. So I once asked a friend, I said why is it 
everybody asks for seconds of my soup she said that’s because nobody owns 

12 soup plates, so nobody ever served soup when they had company. So 
you can see, I brought to California my New York standards and you have to 

remember in retrospect from 2010 back to 1962 and 1963, we did a great 
deal of entertaining. Everybody set a beautiful table, that doesn’t exist 

anymore. Everything is casual today, at least within our crowd. But would I 

have joined the synagogue? It’s a mute question. There wasn’t. I didn’t 
come to another New York. Had I moved to the valley, had I moved to west 

LA; my daughter Terri to this day says if you want me to eat a pastrami 
sandwich on rye bread, you should’ve raised me on the west side of town. 

She eats a pastrami sandwich on white bread.  
MICHAEL 

She does?  
MARILYN 

If she eats it at all, yeah. She says if you wanted me to eat it on rye, you 
should’ve moved to the west side of town. Scary isn’t it? But I appreciate, I 

am so sorry we kept you waiting all these years for the answer, because the 
answer is.  

MICHAEL 
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Maybe you know, it’s kind of another what if. What if you stayed in New 

York? Do you think you would’ve joined a synagogue for your children’s 
education?  

MARILYN 
Probably. Because my mother-in-law would have pushed for a bar or bat 

mitzvah possibly. You know we didn’t have sons, so that might have also 
been questionable. I have always been grateful that we didn’t stay in New 

York because our lives change so completely, our outlook changed. My 
brother lives in the same apartment he was in 40 years ago when he got 

married. Gene’s brother is in the same apartment he was in almost 40 years 
ago. Actually the two brothers were married exactly a week apart, so their 

mind stayed constricted, and financially, I don’t know what would’ve 
happened to us financially because the New York City school system 

provided probably a much better income then Gene made in Cal State 
System. The world opened up to me, I had many careers that I never would 

have had, had I stayed in New York. We never ever regretted the move. 

How Jewish we would have been in New York? Probably just about the same 
that we were in California because it was an important part of Gene’s life. 

Remember, I have said this before, Gene was religiously educated. I came 
from a Yiddish cultural background. Between the two of us there was a very 

strong Jewish bond.  
MICHAEL 

Now you came here, you joined PJTC shortly after the High Holiday services 
in 1962?  

MARILYN 
Not in 1962, 1963. We moved into our house in Altadena in July of 1963 and 

by the time the High Holidays rolled around it was quite apparent. I had a 
conversation with one of the neighbors because my children would go up to 

other children and say do you Christmas or Hanukah? That was their 
opening gambit at ages 4 and 5. Do you Christmas or Hanukah, and then 

one of the neighbors said oh I know a very lovely Jewish family who lives 

over on Roosevelt, a block north of where we are. I figured if they could 
pinpoint the nearest Jewish family, we better take ourselves down to the 

temple and join, so we did. Also temple had a swimming pool, a very good 
reason to go there. Gene and I prided ourselves of not being schnors, even 

when we didn’t have money, we paid full dues, we paid full religious school 
fees, we never asked for a handout. We paid summer camp. These were 

where we made our decisions that we could forego other things, but we 
always paid in full the requested dues. That was just us. So we joined before 

we were already temple members for the High Holidays and I think, just give 
me one second, I think we moved in ‘63 and I joined sisterhood that year 

and I was sisterhood, oh I know what happened. I didn’t join sisterhood, I 
did schnor. Do you know the word schnor? It makes take for free and not 

pay your fair share. I schnored one year coming to sisterhood, the year 
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1963-64 and then because of what I had done with Hilla and I am not sure I 

discussed Hilla in my other, I knew lots of different people for programs and 
so they asked me to be first vice-president for programming and I said they 

could nominate me and I would be happy to do it. However, I would give 
them my first year sisterhood dues but they had to promise not to make a 

public announcement that our newest member is Marilyn Fingerhut because 
they had met me and seen me and I didn’t want them to know that I hadn’t 

paid my dues for that first year. So that was the agreement. They did not 
announce me as a new member on the day that they announced the 

nominating slate.  
MICHAEL 

So you got right in.  
MARILYN 

In that first year I was working for Hilla, John F. Kennedy was assassinated 
on a Thursday. All my Hilla kids called. What are we going to do, Marilyn? 

What are we going to do? I said we will meet at Pasadena Jewish Temple on 

Friday night and we will join the congregation there and then you will come 
back to my house and we can continue our conversation. And so this is how 

quickly I was involved in the synagogue. I would take my Hilla kids to 
services at other synagogues on the west side, but for the day after JFK’s 

assassination everybody came to me and my synagogue.  
MICHAEL 

Did they do a special service that night?  
MARILYN 

Oh yes.  
MICHAEL 

What do you remember about that?  
MARILYN 

I remember how alienated I would have been had I not been a member of 
the synagogue, because he was assassinated in Dallas in the middle of the 

day. Karen or Mindy, one of my two children was in afternoon kindergarten 

and I was driving car pool that Thursday and I pulled into the driveway of 
another child’s home to pick her up and I guess my eyes were red and so 

on, and I said to the mother of the child who got in the car I said isn’t it 
horrible and she said what? And I said Kennedy’s assassination and she said, 

oh that? So you can imagine the tenor of, I mean, my children later in life 
said, don’t you and dad ever vote for anybody who gets elected? I mean 

Altadena was not a welcoming place for Jewish democrats except amongst 
other Jewish democrats and as you know politically, we tend to speak only 

to people who agree with us.  
MICHAEL 

I guess they are hopelessly irrational.  
MARILYN 
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So yes, we were involved right away. I think Gene by 1964, he was vice 

president of education and it was a man, the late Gideon Hoffman, who was 
very concerned with our education at the temple and Gideon immediately 

asked Gene to take a position, so he was a vice president and sitting on the 
board even during the time of the regime that came before what we called 

the current constitution. That has since been revised, but he and I were both 
by September of ‘64, we were both very actively involved in the 

congregation and he was instrumental in reorganizing the Hebrew school 
and saying you can do more so.  

MICHAEL 
In 1964 you were a program person for sisterhood.  

MARILYN 
There were afternoon luncheons at that time and I would bring in a rabbi 

from the west side. For example, we had Hanukah dinners. I knew people, 
professionals who we could hire from the west side of town who would come 

and perform at the Hanukah dinner. Once you’re a part of a group, your 

brain is used in many more capacities then that for which you were “hired” 
and you’re willing to give of yourself in whatever it is that is needed.  

MICHAEL 
In the history of the congregation as I have been able to kind of understand 

it, the group that you were in, the cohort group.  
MARILYN 

It wasn’t cohesive yet in 1964.  
MICHAEL 

But it’s a unique group in that I mean you look at the leadership, the 
congregation as long as we have been there for the last 20 to 25 years, you 

know its kind of an older group. I mean it seems like your group when you 
came in, it stands out as unique in that you came in, in your 30s and took 

over.  
MARILYN 

We were called ______ something about… David Goldman called us C-

lawyers or something, I don’t remember. But I remember trembling at a 
board meeting when I took on David Goldman and disagreed with him on 

something. I mean it was unheard of. As sisterhood president, I remember 
going, the temple became our home. I had baby sitters in the middle of the 

week so that I could go to rabbi Galpert’s lectures; I had baby sitters on 
Friday night so that we could go to schull. We went to board meetings. Most 

of the elderly and they really were amazing elderly fine gentleman. They 
were commercial people; they were not lawyers, doctors and Indian chiefs. 

They were the kind of Jews I had grown up with who were giving of 
themselves no matter what you have heard about Louis B. Silver, there are 

not enough words to describe the kind of thoughtful, loving, caring human 
being that he was. There was Phil Friend, a very short gentleman, just lovely 

human being. They were the old curmudgeons who weren’t a lot of fun and 
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they weren’t all nice and there were some nasty businessmen there, some 

Jews of whom nobody was too proud of at the time, but they let the young 
in and that’s a position I keep to this very, very day. We took the schull 

away. When I say we, within a few years, we formed a enclave which you 
were referring to and a lot of it grew out of the swimming pool believe it or 

not, and there were people who were here who were wealthier than those of 
us who didn’t have our own pool and those people are the same age they 

were then, to this day they were the same age that I am, but because they 
didn’t come to the swimming pool they didn’t become a part of that enclave. 

That was really, I haven’t thought of this in years, but Roger and Linda 
Brown had a swimming pool, they lived on Riviera. Barry and Marlene Siegel 

had their own swimming pool, Gloria and Herb Siegel had their own 
swimming pool. They lived in upper Hastings. So did Marcia and Mickey 

Alpert, so did Jan and Josh Pais, so did Steven and Ruth Kaye. But the last 
three couples I mentioned didn’t have swimming pools so we all met behind 

what’s today Wohlmann Hall. It’s been covered over, but it was an amazing 

place. We had children of the same age and we went to Max Stone and we 
said, Mr. Stone, the rich people swim, and Lou Silver, we said the rich 

people swim on Sabbath; we cannot swim on Sabbath because the temple 
pool is closed. Is it fair that only rich Jews can swim, and he said no it isn’t. 

Tell you what will do, you pay our membership for the season and then on 
Sabbath you don’t have to pay to come in, so only pool members can swim 

on Sabbath and that’s the way it was.  
MICHAEL 

You’re really not even supposed to swim on Sabbath.  
MARILYN 

But you see, these Jews said it’s America, its changing times. Just because 
we didn’t or we wont, doesn’t mean we should keep the young people from 

doing it and they were just willing. They knew that unless they moved over 
and made room, you know, what were they there for? They were there to 

preserve Judaism and how do you preserve it? You preserve it by having 

ongoing generations and so they were amenable.  
MICHAEL 

Now I think the tone is that if there was swimming pool now, they would not 
open it on Saturday.  

MARILYN 
And that’s only because rabbi Grader would not. I don’t think rabbi Grader 

would be… Rabbi Galpert was, he leaned which ever way the administration, 
the rabbinate did not get involved in the administration for those 36 years 

that rabbi Galpert was here and rabbi Collin did not get involved in the 
administration. I agree with you, we would probably not have an open 

swimming pool on Sabbath, and I am not sure what they do in their personal 
lives, but that’s neither here nor there. But anyway, that was one of the 

features then within that same time period, as long as we could swim on 
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Sabbath, then why couldn’t we continue swimming Friday afternoon? So 

Gene suggested at the time what he called a Dive-in Service. That we would 
barbecue. People had to bring kosher hot dogs. I cannot remember quite 

what the food restrictions were, but anyone who wanted could swim Friday 
afternoon. Men could come home from work, the pool would still be open, 

they could take a nice swim, cool off with their wife and children have 
supper there, dry off, change their clothes and we would go into what was 

then, what did we call it before Nell? I don’t remember what the name of it 
was.  

MICHAEL 
I think it was called _____ Israel.  

MARILYN 
No, no, no. The Nell chapel had a different name. The small sanctuary then 

we went into the small sanctuary and we had services and we came at 5 
o’clock in the afternoon and we went home at 8:30, 9 o’clock at night and 

we had services.  

MICHAEL 
Do you recall about what years we’re talking about right now?  

MARILYN 
Certainly, I would say ‘64 through ’68. Here it is, 1968 - Barbecue Family 

Friday night. Summer services - there were none up until ‘68 when we came 
or until we came, the schull was closed for the summer. There may have 

been a minion of more observant Jews.  
MICHAEL 

Wouldn’t they have Friday night service?  
MARILYN 

No. Not in summer time until we started the barbecue services. I know.  
MICHAEL 

That’s incredible. Nobody has ever said this.  
MARILYN 

Gene’s notes say summer service 1968 with a reorganization committee. 

Summer service, this is in his own handwriting, there wasn’t any until the 
committee created them and the Barbecue Friday nights. It was very a 

different approach.  
MICHAEL 

So the High Holiday services were really the beginning of the season.  
MARILYN 

The beginning of the year. The schull shut down pretty much in the 
summertime. The pool was open and it was maintained by non-Jews 

primarily. I wouldn’t say that all the Jews were rich, but a lot of them had 
their own swimming pools. So the gentiles who joined the swimming pool, 

and they had to pay, pre-pay the dues in order to come in, the 
neighborhood kids and there were a lot of them, sustained it. But you know, 

this is something interesting I just learned. My daughters live in Omaha and 
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they have the most incredible JCC you have ever seen; an indoor and an 

outdoor Olympic size swimming pool and gyms and programs and so on, and 
Mindy has told me that it is the non-Jews who pay much higher fees to keep 

that JCC going because they need a pool, they want a gym, they want the 
facilities that the JCC provides and that’s what the swimming pool was for 

us. It wasn’t until the years passed and as you noted before, our crowd, our 
enclave left. The Albert’s built a pool, the Pace’s had one, we became more 

financially stable and others of our group no longer needed a swimming 
pool. That’s when only non-Jews were using the pool and it was at that point 

in time when they decided it wasn’t necessary, it wasn’t being used by the 
Jewish community, and they filled it in.  

MICHAEL 
But during the summer, you did use the pool during the summer?  

MARILYN 
Yeah, seven days a week. And it was where we grew as a group. At that 

time, we met the Alpert’s, we met Susan Eisler at that time. Susan Galpert, 

we met Pace, we met Hoffman, Kay. This became a very cohesive social 
group. When the Friedman’s, Connie and Lou Friedman moved to Pasadena, 

the first place I ever saw them was at a Friday night Dive-in service, if you 
will. They had come with Lou’s parents and Connie said to me that day she 

had two boys the same exact ages as my two older girls and she told me 
they were hockey players. This was later than ‘68 certainly, this would’ve 

been maybe ’69, and I happened to see a tiny, tiny clipping in the 
newspaper about a hockey team that was forming in Covina, so I called this 

newcomer and I said there is a hockey team forming and that was the basis 
of our friendship and the Friedman’s and the Fingerhut’s have been friends 

for all these years.  
MICHAEL 

In 1964 or 1963 you were programmed.  
MARILYN 

Yeah I became president the following year. How did that happen?  

MICHAEL 
Don’t think have like a waiting period?.  

MARILYN 
Like you’re thinking of today’s administrative council and today’s executive 

board and today’s temple administration. When we came, if somebody would 
take the job everybody was happy to give it to that person. The sisterhood 

was when I came I was in ‘62 I was 30 years old. I had worked with Hilla, 
my husband was a college professor, and most of the women were the wife 

of a merchant. They were older. They had big beautiful homes and they had 
grown children already and they were a group that was moving out. The 

president before me, I was first VP of Margaret Farbstein. Margaret is close 
to 90, she is only a half generation older than me, but when you’re 32 or 33 

years old, 12 years is a lot of years and the perception of a 32-year-old 
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woman is that these are a lot of older women that I am hanging out with 

and they were tired already, they ran the sisterhood for 15 years and in 
comes this brash, young, New Yorker who knows where to get programs and 

how to have a program and how to make a luncheon dynamic, and when I 
would bring in my programs the volume of attendance increased 

tremendously with sisterhood and they didn’t want to lose me. And so they 
could see that I was alive and willing. Now when I left New York, I had 

joined B’Nai B’Rith women’s organization or something because, I don’t 
know, I was playing canasta with a bunch of women, but the organization 

didn’t mean much to me. I came and I met these women and I thought they 
were incredible. I had never been in an organization. I was a teacher and I 

was bright, but I never been an organization person. I was really impressed 
with these ladies and for them to have asked me was a tremendous 

compliment.  
MICHAEL 

Were there others like Sue?  

MARILYN 
Elaine Weiss. Marcia was here. Here is the invitation for the instillation here. 

These are the women who were on my board. Mrs. Phillip Weiss, the late 
Elaine Weiss. Mrs. Herbert Siegel, Gloria Siegel who now lives in the Las 

Vegas area. That is Marlene and Barry sister in-law, his brother’s wife. Mrs. 
Herbert Phillips, Zena Phillips. She was membership secretary. Mrs. Daniel 

Ivler, known to you as Susan Galpert. Dollin who no longer is here. Mrs. 
____ Epstein, Zelda Epstein, her husband died just last year. She is still 

alive, elderly and infirm. My luncheon coordinator, Mrs. William Ruth Fox, 
lives in Pasadena. She left the temple many, many years ago. But these 

women were all, the chaplain was Mrs. Maurice Galpert, Edith Galpert. 
Historian was Mrs. Siebert Weissman. Some of you remember Siebert 

Weissman he was a loving partner to Susan Galpert after rabbi died. That 
was his wife. The parliamentarian was Mrs. Jack, Margaret Forbstein, she is 

____________. So some of those women were prior members, others were 

not. Shirley Hoffman will tell you she is the longest. She wasn’t a member of 
sisterhood. She got her membership after I gave up my year of schnur and 

she schnurred for another couple of years before she even joined sisterhood. 
So when I look at this, we did go in order after me. Elaine Weiss, I think 

took the presidency from me. I think religious school was Marlene Siegel and 
another woman named Schneiderman. See, that was also another. Marlene 

took the presidency, Gloria Siegel took the presidency, Zena Phillips did. Sue 
Galpert didn’t take the presidency until many, many years later. So there 

was a hierarchy, but my board really flip flopped the sisterhood.  
MICHAEL 

When you became sisterhood.  
MARILYN 

And I did it for one year by the way.  
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MICHAEL 

But you started the Flame. What prompted that?  
MARILYN 

I started the Flame, why not? I had bright people.  
MICHAEL 

It takes work.  
MARILYN 

Well I wanted to introduce. I was new. I was proving myself, full of ego, 
bright, young, and I truly meant it when I said I was impressed by women 

who ran organizations. My mother never belonged to any organization in her 
life. She ran a business all her life. I truly took this job very, very seriously 

and we were involved. I never had a sense of community before. I had a life, 
I had ______, I had personal friends in New York. I taught school in New 

York, but I didn’t have a community and to me, I wrapped my arms around 
the Jewish community and the Jewish community wrapped its arms, they 

didn’t fold to me and it was very safe. I ended that last interview years ago 

saying that I was afraid and I now realize and remember that I was safe 
here. I hate to say it, but I was raised at a time when you were always 

warned about the _____. It was World War II, it was the Depression. I didn’t 
know what ______. What do they call Islamophobia today? There was a 

phobia inculcated in me as a child probably by World War II, but most 
assuredly by my parents that Jews were inherently better or moral, even 

though I knew there were businessmen and you know they were plenty of 
1930’s gangsters who were Jews. _____ Lansky was no bargain in his time, 

and I knew those names, but still I needed the community and I could do 
things that other people didn’t do because I was young, I had small children 

and I didn’t work at the time. That was also another factor that is important. 
Somebody, a lady named Shirley Cohen, may she rest in peace, was a very, 

very bright woman from I think Omaha, and the old prayer books, the old 
High Holiday prayer books if you ever pick one up in the synagogue, you will 

see that they were donated by Mr. and Mrs. Irving and Shirley Cohen, but 

she wrote a play for Louise Barth who was leaving the community and 
Louise Barth was an exceptionally beloved woman, and she wrote a play for 

her. So having seen that play in my first year, I said why can’t we do plays 
and so the year of my presidency we did a play in the afternoon. We had 

over 100 women there which was unheard of and it was really, really 
successful. So the following year we said well we have got a barn, let’s put 

on a show. Like Rudy and Judy Garland. So Shirley Cohen and I, and by this 
time Marcia was involved and I mentioned Fran Collins before who was 

sharpest stick in the pile, she just had a wit that was incredible, we sat down 
at my dining room table and we were already in this house and we started 

writing plays and we worked for months and months and in the first year we 
raised $1000 in cash. Wow! And nobody came for free. I mean, I paid 

whatever the entry fee was. It may have been $5.00 or perhaps even as 
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much as $7.50 admission, I don’t remember. But absolutely nobody came 

for free no matter how hard you worked on it. We had seen the involvement 
of the people in the Sopher productions. We had probably the same number 

of people. Our show only lasted about an hour, but it was always satirical 
and fun and we stole music and wrote lyrics.  

MICHAEL 
The first one was one you did not write or participated in?  

MARILYN 
The first one that I ever saw was done by Shirley Cohen and it honored 

Louise Barth.  
MICHAEL 

And it was what? What do you remember about that?  
MARILYN 

Just Shirley parodied. She did not write original music. She wrote lyrics that 
parodied other songs and it was really a peon to Louise. I don’t know what it 

was about her. She had the sweetest, dearest face in the world, a lovely 

husband who was past president of the congregation, three beautiful sons 
and they were moving back east and everybody lamented that the family 

was leaving. It was like taking a piece of a heart of the congregation away, 
they were just that kind of a family. So that was the first show I saw. And 

then I don’t remember what we wrote for the play that we did for the 
sisterhood luncheon, but we did the first play we ever wrote, a full length 

play for a Saturday night production, was called _____ the Fairytale.  
MICHAEL 

The luncheon one - I mean, how did you?  
MARILYN 

It just had to do with sisterhood. You know, lyrics about how great we were. 
You know what it probably did, it probably extolled every job. I think that’s 

what it did, it extolled every board position in sisterhood and what you could 
contribute to it, you know. It was fun and it drew a lot of people and it set a 

tenor that stayed for many years.  

MICHAEL 
Who played the piano? I assume it was some kind of musical.  

MARILYN 
Pat was her name; I don’t remember her last name. She was sometimes a 

temple member, sometimes not. There were new people who came in. We 
had a lot of fun. I mean, Fay Lankholz was a streetwalker in one of our 

plays, okay? You know Fay Lankholz. We did absurd things. We did tongue 
in cheek. We had to keep it kind of clean because the children could come to 

the dress rehearsal. We did a lot of innuendo. There wasn’t outright 
sexuality in those days, so.  

MICHAEL 
So let’s see. Did you do the first Saturday night show the year after that?  

MARILYN 
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I would say, I was president in ’65, probably sometime between ‘66 and ‘67 

was the first show and then it was every year thereafter for about 4 or 5 
years.  

MICHAEL 
So in the first year, how did you recruit people?  

MARILYN 
We sent out an open, I remember we called it a cast, what did they call it if 

you wanted to be in a movie?  
MICHAEL 

Cast call?  
MARILYN 

Open cast call for the play to be done in the spring. Bring your talent or lack 
of it. Everything was done tongue in cheek and wide open. People you don’t 

know, I met at that very first call, Kathy and Marty Ruben who became 
temple members eventually and they have since moved away, but they are 

still a part of our friendship group. They were in their 20s. They had just 

moved here. They were vagabonds at that time. They had lived elsewhere in 
the world and they had come to settle in Pasadena. They had no children at 

the time. We did _____ Fairytales and Kathy was so young that she was our 
perfect Sleeping Beauty or Snow White. I don’t remember which character 

we assigned to her.  
MICHAEL 

So what music? Do you remember what music you used?  
MARILYN 

We stole music from all over. I have the full script. I have all the scripts. The 
script was very, very simple. Snow White is poisoned by her wicked 

stepmother, she falls into a sleep at the home of the seven dwarfs, and the 
seven dwarfs they have to bury her now, she is dead. What can they do with 

her? But there is only seven of them they need a minion for the funeral, so 
they go out into the forest looking for three more men and they come to the 

home of the Jack and the Beanstalk and his mother is very upset because 

she can’t get Jack to sit down and do his homework. He is always climbing 
up the beanstalk. They get to the home of the Old Woman who Lived in a 

Shoe and she had so many children she didn’t know what to do, but the 
boys weren’t old enough to be part of the minion. They went to the home of 

the Three Bears, but they were out in the forest and Goldilocks was the only 
one who was there. Everybody had a song and we were light on 

choreography, but everybody whether they could sing or not they could sing, 
and finally the story evolves or devolves to the point where they are walking 

and still looking for three more men and they meet Harrol, Barrel and 
Schemmerl; the butcher, the baker and the candlestick maker. And their 

names are Harrol, Barrel and Schemmerl, and the reason their names are 
Harrol, Barrel and Schemmerl was one of them says well my name is Harrol, 

so they said I am coming to the forest. It should be Hawk. And Barrel said 
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my name would be Bock, and Schemmerl said I am not going. So they meet, 

they got their three guys, they now have their minion, they are ready to 
bury Snow White and the prince comes and he kisses her on the lips and she 

comes back to life and all the characters from the forest sat along the stage 
and that was _______ Fairytales. I have all songs, why I can’t think of a 

single one, I can’t tell you. We would have writing sessions here that were 
so much fun. We had more fun than anybody. The people who wrote the 

show had more fun than anyone who was in it, and everyone who was in it 
had a wonderful time.  

MICHAEL 
Who wrote it?  

MARILYN 
Marcia, me, Fran Collins, Shirley Cohen, a lady named Connie Levi, and 

Paulette Nederman. Connie Levi never joined the temple, but was a very 
close friend of mine. Paulette Nederman was a temple member and a very 

close friend of Elaine Weiss; she lived across the street. So it was 

interesting, when we moved into this house here in Greenville, Gene and I 
were terrified. Our friends all lived in upper Hastings. That was where we 

should have gone financially, buying this house was a great risk because the 
people who were more prosperous lived in lower Hastings, but this house 

was vacant and it was in the courts and it was part of an estate settlement 
and we put in a proper bid and the court accepted it and so we moved in 

here. We were in over our heads financially. Our mortgage went from $110 
to 168 or 178 a month and we were absolutely terrified. We had no idea 

where we were going to get that money from. Gene used to work nights to 
pay that, but just to put in perspective what a dollar was in 1968.  

MICHAEL 
Do you remember the second show that you did?  

MARILYN 
That may have been Mission Improbable and in that cast, Mission 

Improbable was a man, an astronaut who gets thrown back to earth, but 

instead of landing in his proper time designation, he is dropped on Delansey 
Street in New York in 1932. Josh was our astronaut. The girl who becomes 

his bride to-be is Jan. I was Jan’s mother. Barry Siegel was Jan’s father. We 
called Josh oye chick; what do you doing in the silver shoes? He had a 

helmet. Josh came prepared because he had his own uniform and it still fit 
him. We were furious with him about that it still fit him and so on, but that 

one I can sing you a song.  
MICHAEL 

Okay, do it. “It’s 19 and 32, how happy we are here on Delansey Street, 
we’re living a life so new, we’re free to admit that we were born a Jew. We 

came here from Ums and Tumsk, we came here from towns, _______ and 
villages. How happy we were to arrive, we thrive on just being here alive. 

Though we pay awful rents for tenements and crowded flats, no hot water 
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flats, who cares. Still so happy we can pay the rent, da, da, da, something 

freedom in the air. We wouldn’t go back to Minsk, we wouldn’t go back to 
Pinsk, we learned to speak good English like our children do. We’re going to 

be Yankees too.”  
MICHAEL 

Bravo!  
MARILYN 

There’s a lot more to that song than that.  
MICHAEL 

You did find some of the people who were in the second year. Who were 
some of the people in…  

MARILYN 
In the first year play? In ______ Fairytales, some of the people don’t live 

here anymore, but Harrol, Barrel and Schmerrel were Steve Sensor, that’s 
Felice Mittman’s father and Joe Pedlebski’s ______ that means his son is 

married to one of Steve Sensor’s daughters. Joe Pedlebski was one of 

Harrol, Barrel and Schmerrel and third was man named Larry _____ who 
has left the area. Bernie Feldstein was in the show. Marcia, me, almost 

everybody. Not everybody who had written a part was in the show, but as 
custom as I am to public speaking and as much of an introvert as I am, I 

forced myself onto the stage. I allowed myself to be talked into performing. 
So who else was in it? We had such outrageous gags, but somehow the 

Mission Improbable stayed longer because after that first year’s success, 
they came out of the woodwork to be in the next show. I mean, Barry came 

out. Barry should live and be well. He’s another one who couldn’t sing but 
we pretend he could and we allowed him to and he loved being on stage. He 

was in every show thereafter and if you remember, when they did Fiddler on 
the Roof, he was not in good health but they got him into a chair in the 

middle of the stage so that Barry could be in the play. He was always in the 
play. I remember Betty Fishman, she did backdrop paintings for us. We had 

sets. This was not a fly by night thing. There were lots and lots of people 

involved. Once had a woman who was a true artist and the night of the 
performance when she arrived, she had painted some of the scenery in the 

background, and she arrived and she was told at the door she had not paid 
her admission and she said, well I did the background. She was told that 

everybody pays and she did not think that was appropriate at all because 
she was not an active member of congregation and she had given her time. 

Well hell, the rest of us had given a lot more time. I don’t remember, but I 
don’t think she paid.  

MICHAEL 
Did she come in?  

MARILYN 
Oh yes, of course. We didn’t keep her out. We’d have tables and you could 

buy you drinks. You would buy drink tickets and any liquor cost a dollar in 
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those days so we made money on the bar and we got men selling bar 

tickets, we had sisterhood people at the door, we had raffles being sold, we 
had waitresses, if you would, going around and tips were accepted for 

sisterhood. Somebody once when I was waiting tables for a City of Hope 
event and I brought somebody a drink and he put a penny on the tray as a 

tip and another guy sitting next to him said, Oh, I know her and she’s worth 
at least five times that. Then he put a nickel on the tray. We were young, we 

were full of laughter and the City of Hope by the way if that hasn’t come up, 
they used our social hall for their once a year parties, which were in those 

years, Jews were learning to drink alcohol. The saying had always been, 
Jews didn’t become shicker, they didn’t drink. But the younger people were 

learning to drink. It was the 60s and the 70s and times were changing.  
MICHAEL 

More than just drinking.  
MARILYN 

Well, that was after my time. In my time we drank. In your time it was a 

whole other ball game. Now we have...  
MARILYN 

I brought somebody a drink and he put a penny on the tray as a tip and 
another guy sitting next to him said, oh I know her and she’s worth at least 

five times that, and he put a nickel on the tray. Not everybody, but we were 
young, we were full of laughter and the City of Hope, by the way if that 

hasn’t come up, they used our social hall for their once a year parties, which 
were in those years Jews were learning to drink alcohol. The saying had 

always been Jews didn’t become shicker, they didn’t drink. But the younger 
people were learning to drink. It was the 60s and the 70s and the times 

were changing.  
MICHAEL 

More than just drinking.  
MARILYN 

Well that was after my time, see. In my time we drank. In your time it was a 

whole other ball game. And now we have Prince William living with his newly 
engaged. You know, today’s news.  

MICHAEL 
Where were the shows held?  

MARILYN 
In the social hall on the stage.  

MICHAEL 
So that was Mission Improbable. What was the next?  

MARILYN 
Something about a spy. It was spin-off on, I think we called it The Sensuous 

Spy and the dirtiest we ever cracked a joke. I remember one joke; the 
secretary comes in and she is cute and her name was Charlene Minovitz, 

very petite and she is wearing a mink jacket over bare thighs. Now this mink 
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jacket was the one we raffled off in the year maybe the year after I was 

president. Corrine Gold and I chaired it and they said you’re not going to get 
enough money, you know. Somebody donated the mink jacket and we said 

just watch us and we sent letters to every member of the congregation 
whether they were sisterhood members or not and it was a $5 raffle ticket 

for a mink jacket and we raised I don’t remember how much, but an 
astounding amount, well over thousand dollars, an astounding amount of 

money. Everybody we called and we followed up and we sent notices and we 
put it, publicize it, if you haven’t sent your raffle ticket yet, this was a 

fundraiser that you don’t have to attend and we got the money and Ruthy 
Shapiro won the mink jacket and she loaned it back to us as a costume. So 

Charlene comes tripping in on the stage and she is very flirtatious and young 
and cute and she is walking in her mink jacket and somebody says oh my 

God, where did you get that jacket? And she said I got it from my boyfriend 
last night. What did you have to do for it? She said, shorten the sleeves. We 

couldn’t be too risqué; our children would come to the dress rehearsals. Oh, 

she had to shorten the sleeves. The Sensuous Spy and we used several 
people to play the spy and it was a female spy and every time the wig went 

on another person and that’s how this was such a good spy that she 
changed her features completely every time she came on stage. My mother 

was at the production. She was visiting from New York and I am out there in 
a blonde wig and I am singing my song and dancing my dance and in the 

middle of my performance my mother says, Oy, that’s my Marilyn, which to 
me of course that made the whole thing.  

MICHAEL 
Who else was in it?  

MARILYN 
Many times the same people, but we always got somebody new and Josh 

was a good lead. Steve Kay was a ham of the first order. And Hy Vigo. To 
this day, when Hy Vigo opens a refrigerator door and the light goes on, he 

does 20 minutes of performance. He was always an extrovert. He and I, 

remind me to show you a picture and I will give you one to take for artifacts 
even though I don’t remember which play. Oh yes, of course it was also 

from Mission Improbable. Because they would go to the movies and the 
movie is Nelson Eddie and Janette McDonald and Hy sings, I am a Royal 

Mounty, I chase crooks for bounty and I am also very brave, so I took my 
_____ and went to catch a villain. We would sit here to write. Marcia would 

come up with a turn of phrase, I would come up with a turn of phrase, Fran 
Collins would sit there when we were doing a joke, she would say, if we 

wanted to explain the joke, she said you can’t be Morris the explainer, either 
the joke goes on its own or we don’t put it in the show. So it was a give and 

take that was unbelievable.  
MICHAEL 

How about preparing the sets and so on?  
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MARILYN 

They weren’t elaborate, but there was a backdrop always and that was 
painted by the artist I referred to or other people’s children or whatever. 

Then there were people who set the tables, but for the play we had a 
director. Rita Blau, directed several of our plays. She lives up in Montecito 

today. Mickey Minovitz was very instrumental in collecting costuming, along 
with books, she was in from the beginning doing costuming and making sure 

that everybody had what they needed. Rickey Lane, when she joined the 
congregation, and I don’t know, I seem to remember Rickey Lane being a 

part of it at that time. The late Jackie Sensor, Felice Sitman’s mom was the 
past sisterhood president and she would be in the back and she was never 

on stage, but she was probably I seem to recall that she may have been the 
stage manager and gave cues and so on. We had in the room behind, you 

know there are two rooms off to the sides of the stage. I don’t know that 
you know that. There’s a lot of people that don’t know. Something that’s 

even funnier is there is a room when you’re facing the stage from the gym 

or social hall as we prefer to call it, there is a room upstairs on the right that 
has no access except by ladder. Underneath it was the office either of the 

religious school director or sometimes when Steve Sensor was youth director 
and it has a door onto the stage so we could keep the cast in there. On the 

other side we had all the electric equipment in the there, the side near the 
kitchen on the left side of the stage and that’s where the cast would stay 

when they weren’t on stage, but I think maybe the Katz’s might have 
donated around the time we were doing the plays, they may have donated a 

new curtain, to made sure we had one that worked and one that looked 
decent. We never came down into the audience. We never had an orchestra, 

we had a piano accompaniment. Jean was in the plays. I have to remember 
that because back in 60s America was importing films from England and 

there were films made by the producer, Jay Arthur Rank, and Jay Arthur 
Rank’s symbolism was a huge brass circle and a man naked in a loin cloth 

would come out and bang and it would be a Jay Arthur Rank production. 

Gene Fingerhut came out in black pajamas of some kind or another with a 
bald head, a wig that made him a completely bald head and he had a frying 

pan and a salami, and he would start the plays from off stage. You’d have 
Steve Kay and his deep British voice going; This is a Rank Production. That 

started all the plays.  
MICHAEL 

How about choreography?  
MARILYN 

Did we have anybody who danced? There may have been one or another of 
the persons who lived here in Pasadena for a short time, who may have 

done some of the choreography, but we didn’t do a lot of it, that I 
remember. It was hard enough getting old the furniture on and off the stage 

and so moving and keeping everybody in order and behaving themselves, 
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but they did really remember their lines and execute their lines and the 

audience loved it and they wanted more and the problem with trying to do 
these plays again is that the jokes are no longer pertinent, they just aren’t.  

MICHAEL 
I wanted to ask about that how many shows did you put on for each one?  

MARILYN 
One night. Dress rehearsal Thursday night so the kids could come. We were 

not working women at that time. Most of the women in our society at that 
time were housewives, so when we came to rehearse we would bring the 

babies in carriages and so on and so forth and it was okay. We did rehearse 
at night and you had to really give a commitment for it, but it was a lot of 

fun.  
MICHAEL 

I think it kind of unique. Again, it’s kind of a unique thing in the history of 
the congregation.  

MARILYN 

No. There were play productions before we came. It was not, we didn’t 
recreate what others had done, but if you talk to Hy Vigo, he was in 

productions that were put on in movie theaters in Pasadena that weren’t 
staged here.  

MICHAEL 
There was a production in 1949. Showtime, it was in Pasadena.  

MARILYN 
It was probably one of the movie theaters that now is either a church or 

heavens know what.  
MICHAEL 

But it had original music and so on but I don’t think it had a plot. It was a 
like a vaudeville show.  

MARILYN 
And it may have been. We were always interested in a plot. We never did it 

because we were stealing the music and providing the lyrics, we needed to 

have a plot, and besides we had such acting talent that had to be displayed. 
You know, there’s a camaraderie that comes and it forges memories that 

transcend decades really, and somebody will remember something absurd 
that was done 40 years ago and will turn to someone else of the same age 

and say, I cant remember, what is it we did that was so funny. Sometimes 
you put four of us together who were in the same play and we might 

remember pieces.  
MICHAEL 

There was the Sensuous Spy. What was the next one, do you remember?  
MARILYN 

I think by the time we did the third play we were getting tried. We may have 
redone _____ Fairytales with some kind of updating. I remember Marcia 

wrote a lyric and I had a song. I am the very model of a modern Jewish 
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____. I take care of the children and I’m not so hotsy ______. I always shop 

for bargains, I try to save a dollar. I understand psychology and never 
scream or holler. You better watch out because the musicals start coming 

back at me. Maybe on the next interview, I may have to re-read some of the 
music and fill you in on more.  

MICHAEL 
Did you adapt any Gilbert and Sullivan?  

MARILYN 
No. Gilbert and Sullivan is a mouthful and it takes a tremendous amount of 

lyrics and we didn’t know that many words. We weren’t that smart. Well, 
some of were. Shirley Cohen, sometimes Marcia, maybe Fran Collins could 

have done a full rendition, but first of all that circumscribes what you do and 
we stole from the best.  

MICHAEL 
I was thinking of a song, ______.  

MARILYN 

I think we used that song, we did somewhere. I think Josh sang to that 
melody in Mission Improbable. By the way, I am wrong. Josh was not in the 

first Mission Improbable. The first Mission Improbable, the astronaut was 
Fred Greenberg, who has just recently died, but he had moved to Canada, 

and he was our first astronaut and then it’s Mission Improbable that we 
staged the second time and that’s when Jan and Josh were the young 

couple. We were through with the plays within five years.  
MICHAEL 

Why did that happen?  
MARILYN 

Too much work. Too much work and also you can repeat history just so 
often and then you have to move on and find other projects. And the other 

thing that I would like to comment on that we did very consistently in those 
years was New Year’s Eve dances at the temple. They were good very good 

fundraisers and people didn’t want to drive on New Year’s, they wanted to 

be close to home. We always kept the money well within the range of 
everybody within the congregation and we would have New Year’s Eve 

parties. Unless my memory is distorted, certainly 150 people if not more 
people came.  

MICHAEL 
Was that a sisterhood event?  

MARILYN 
Probably. Who else would have done it, you know? It would’ve been a 

sisterhood event.  
MICHAEL 

Do you have any photographs of these plays?  
MARILYN 
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I am going to give you. I don’t want to walk out of the room right now, but I 

will give you a photograph of Hy and me as Nelson Eddie and Janette 
McDonald where we sang to one another.  

MICHAEL 
Did somebody go to these things?  

MARILYN 
They took pictures and I have some photos.  

MICHAEL 
Just point and shoot photos.  

MARILYN 
I’d have to go back through some of my books. I have photographs that I 

have shown to people of the Friday night Dive-Ins of where people stood 
around. Those were really wonderful social mixers and Rabbi Galpert would 

come to them and it was a place where you got to know people. I can 
remember Connie Taus saying over and over again over the years how 

different it was when she was at PJTC as opposed to when she went to 

something at the Foothill Jewish Center, which we now know as Temple 
Shari Torah, but then it was the Foothill Jewish Center. We were open, we 

welcomed everybody in the kitchen, we worked together, we laughed 
together, we made latkes and we ate them and we left some for the guests. 

Hanukah dinner where “my crowd” and I have pointed this out to others of 
my generation, who think that without our generation being on the board 

the temple will disappear. I said, we took the temple away from the Phil 
Friend’s and Louis B. Silver’s and the David Goldman’s; it’s got to move on. 

There’s got to be different generations with different attitudes and it may not 
be the attitude you want, but it’s got to be allowed to prosper and to go in 

its own direction. And the cost of going to functions, we would never dream 
of pricing a social event that would limit people’s ability to come. And the 

nice thing about the plays that were put on in recent years and our years, is 
that we kept the price at $18. If you want to sit down in front you pay $36, 

but $18 was something, and less for students, that everybody could afford 

and that was important so that the community would feel welcome and be 
able to attend and not put out, so that was our purpose and we created a 

community.  
MICHAEL 

Well we’ve been going for over an hour, almost an hour and 20 minutes. 
Why don’t we stop now. This is a good place to stop because…  

MARILYN 
There’s a lot of things I need to… Okay, I got more things that were done.  

MICHAEL 
Okay.  

MARILYN 
But in later years.  

MICHAEL 
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That was a good time and we will…  

MARILYN 
Let me go get that picture of Hy and Me. Can I get to see what I look like? 

Turn it off.  
MICHAEL 

It’s off now.  
MARILYN 

You’re not sure how to turn it back on? Who does it for you?  
MICHAEL 

I do. But what I do is, I do it on my computer.  
MARILYN 

Okay. I just found that picture of Hy and me. 

1.4. Session Four  

(January 11, 2011) 

MICHAEL 
Today is Tuesday January 11, 2011 and my name is Michael Several and I 

am with Marilyn Fingerhut.  
MARILYN 

I am Marilyn Fingerhut and I want to explain to you this is my hat and it is 
not my hair. I call this my Phyllis Diller hat. Anyway, it replaces hair and I 

love it.  
MICHAEL 

Let’s see, there are a number of subjects that I wanted to go over. Hopefully 

we may do it all today, but possibly we won’t. I would like to go over the 
experience or your memories of changing the constitution of PJTC. I know 

Gene was very involved in it and you could talk about your own involvement 
and what Gene’s involvement was and how the whole story changed.  

MARILYN 
I think we discussed some of that in the last conversation we had. The 

temple was run by very well meaning men and that is not a derogatory 
phrase. They were of good mind and good spirit and they wanted what was 

best for the Jewish community, but the organization was such that they 
weren’t building leadership, they were just reverting to the same group of 

men and we had at that time Gene, Bob Hoffman, Mickey Alper, Steve Kay 
to some extent, Josh Pace was very new also but there was a whole different 

frame, these were now professional men to replace the not so much 
storekeepers as the businessmen. Now, Dave Goldman was the attorney, 

everybody turned to him and respected him and with good reason. He never 

had anything but good intent for the temple and it was the spirit of Lou 
Silver and Phil Friend and Max Stone who was a newcomer to the 

community, who called them the _____ and Joe Ehrenreich chaired that 
committee.  
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MICHAEL 

What kind of committee?  
MARILYN 

The committee was to rewrite the constitution and to present it to the 
temple and it would take out, I don’t remember what the old format was, I 

know what they wanted was an administrative council that would administer 
to the daily needs, but an expanded board of directors that would bring in 

new people from underneath who would spend years working in the process 
so that it would prepare us always with new vice presidents, executive 

secretaries and presidents of the congregation and that there would be a 
learning process involved and not just have to go to the elderly or older 

people who had been doing it for years because nobody knew how to do it. 
Do it their way. They were not averse to it, it was new to them, but they 

said okay there is a new congregation, there is a new world out there and 
that’s what happened. Joe Ehrenreich who was in finance and on faculty at 

USC, Mickey Alper who was a graduate PhD, Joe Ehrenreich was a PhD, 

Mickey Alper PhD from MIT in science, James Fingerhut PhD Columbia 
University history, Bob Hoffman, I don’t know where his undergraduate work 

was but he lived in Oregon or Washington State and he worked on the 
atomic project, and the 5th member of that committee was I will get his 

name later; he has since left the congregation, and Lawrence Kitover, I do 
believe he was a graduate scientist also, so those were the five members of 

the committee. Certainly no one to be sneered at. There were no 
businessmen except Joe Ehrenreich who chaired the committee was a 

professor of economics.  
MICHAEL 

What preceded, why did they feel, was there some kind of breakdown in the 
administration? I mean as an example, I heard that the board meetings 

were unweilding.  
MARILYN 

First, the board meetings were open to the general population. I was going 

to board meetings in those days. I had already been sisterhood president so 
I was used to it. I arrived in this community in 1963; I was sisterhood 

president from 1965 to 1966. I do believe that the constitutional committee 
was in like ‘67 or so. Bob was already involved in the politics of the temple, 

Mickey Alper was, they were not being kept back by the men but none of 
them felt because they were used to not academic, but executive type 

businesses or organizations where there was an administrator at the top and 
so on and so forth, they did not feel that they were prepared. There was also 

in Gene’s case, very definitely a matter of rich men run synagogues. Gene 
never felt he had any right to be president of the synagogue and he actually 

rejected the position for several years because he was uncomfortable with it. 
Bob Mickey they did not have a problem with. They did not come from a 

background that had a problem with that. Gene had grown up in a 
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synagogue that his parents had helped found and probably they did not 

ascend to the presidencies of those organizations because they were not 
wealthy people. They were the work horses, the drudges and that’s why I 

perceive myself to. I was fine being a work horse or a drudge. I didn’t have 
the money to give. Anyway, sometimes there is a little bit of sniping. Dave 

Goldman, when any of us would protest, he would say, Max Stone called us 
the ____. I think Goldman may have referred to one or another of us as Sea 

Lawyers, is that the derogatory type term? But he implied what did we know 
and I was totally intimated by it, just because I was told to respect lawyers, 

they are well educated people and the presidents of synagogue were well 
educated people. Max Stone always said, call me Max, and I couldn’t. He 

was old enough to be my father. I was raised, you know he was Mr. Stone, 
even though we were really loving, caring friends.  

MICHAEL 
How was Ehrenreich picked to be the head of the committee, do you know?  

MARILYN 

Everybody respected Joe. He was outside of our intimate friendships. We 
were already intimately involved with Bob Hoffman and Mickey and Marcia 

Alpert, Bob and Shirley. Joe Ehrenreich, he was the economist. He was by 
far and away the wealthiest of the five men and he was a very elegant man 

and I think a natural leader.  
MICHAEL 

He was the one who picked the other four people?  
MARILYN 

You know, I can’t tell you which chicken came before which egg. I have no 
memory of that at all or how the five of them got together to be on the 

committee, but they worked very well together and there was certainly a 
mutual respect for one another.  

MICHAEL 
I have the impression that the recommendation that came out of that 

committee was somewhat analogous to the constitutional invention for the 

United States, in that they were charged with one thing, they came back 
with something much more dramatic and revolutionary and a bigger change 

than they were originally charged with doing.  
MARILYN 

I can’t argue with it, I just know that it was. It was an absolute turn around 
with the congregation and it was one that was well accepted by the older 

people. They said it’s a new time and at least that was my impression and 
Joe Ehrenreich was to have taken the presidency for a year and a half and I 

think that he kind of flaked out after a year and Bob finished his half year 
and then Bob may have done two years more. I am not going to argue or 

debate that point at all, and then Mickey took it and Larry never really 
wanted to ascend to the presidency and Gene did not feel ready to take it 

on. He was still as his own psyche dictated was uncomfortable with it, so 
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Steve Kay who always said if you say something with a perfect English 

dialect, no matter how stupid it comes out, it sounds so intelligent. Steve 
had no ego problems whatsoever so he became the president for the next 

two years and by this time Josh had worked his way up and Gene was active 
the whole time in education and so on and so forth. I do not remember what 

positions he held, but he held VP ships there was no question about it, 
supported the others and then he took it.  

MICHAEL 
The documents, I am indexing the documents and his name keeps coming 

up.  
MARILYN 

He is there year after year in some capacity or other. If he did not have a 
vice presidency, he was social action, if it wasn’t social action, it was… 

Because he is not here to speak for himself, he always said two of his 
greatest achievements in the temple after being part of rewriting the 

constitution and seeing to the formation of the congregation politically as it 

has been through all these years, 40 years, he was proud of the fact of what 
he called his Guidance service on Friday nights. In one of his chairmanships, 

he was able to institute keeping the pool open Friday night so that men 
could come home from work, take a swim, have a barbecue supper and then 

at 8 o’clock we’d go into what is now the Nell chapel and we would have 
services. That made him very proud, and the other outstanding thing that he 

was proudest of was starting the Sunday morning bagel breakfast because 
there was an incident where the kids at the high school had been taunted 

about being Jewish and the Jewish kids had defended their friends and said 
they really didn’t mean anything anti-Semitic by that and we as adults felt 

that it was necessary for the kids to learn that if somebody says something 
nasty about a Jew, he is not just playing with words, that somewhere he has 

learned this and believes it and so Gene started the Sunday bagel breakfast 
and the first one had to do with teenagers.  

MICHAEL 

Do you recall about what year that was?  
MARILYN 

No I suppose if I went back through all the Flames I might find it, but no I 
don’t recall. Probably in the early ‘70s before my own kids. Maybe my own 

kids were involved by this time. In the early ‘70s, my children would have 
been 13, 14, 15 years old.  

MICHAEL 
What changed the constitution? Was there any opposition?  

MARILYN 
I have no recollection of opposition. I don’t say yes and I don’t say no. After 

I was sisterhood president, I gave birth to Terri in 1967 which might be 
around the time that this was being formulated. I had a new baby at home; 

I guess I backed off to some extent. Gene and I very often kept our own 
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activities separate from each other. They were parallel in many cases, but I 

didn’t get involved in his, and the education committees or the social action 
committees, I would attend programs, but they were not my domain. I 

always focused on sisterhood.  
MICHAEL 

Do you recall how the constitution was approved?  
MARILYN 

No memory. It had to have been, the constitution itself called for a general 
election in the temple and you know as with so many, there is a current 

problem that concerns people too. When you have something that one group 
is putting forth and another group may be opposed to it, I don’t think there 

was a lot of opposition because I seem to remember, yeah they laughed at 
the group, they sneered at the group, they snickered, but they weren’t 

angry, there was no vehemence. They were happy. You want the schul, take 
it. You know, it’s your time. Move it along. But we know that when you have 

something that have been put forth to a congregation, if you get 100 people 

they represent maybe 60 families at the most at a meeting and so it’s 
always heavily loaded with people who are in favor of what’s being done 

because those who are opposed are in the minority to begin with and thirdly 
the bulk of the congregation couldn’t care less. They just pay their dues and 

that’s all they’re interested in and that’s true today too. If we attempted 
anytime in the near future to put something big, to change anything big, 

you’re going to find a tremendous attendance by the people who are 
opposed. Or if they like what’s being put in, there will be a tremendous 

attendance by the people who want to make sure it happens. That’s just the 
nature of the beast of a congregation. That’s why you have to have a 

working administrative council and an executive board.  
MICHAEL 

And those did not exist before?  
MARILYN 

No. They had a tremendous board of directors, maybe 40 people, nothing 

got done. One of the big things I remember though before the constitution 
and I don’t know if this has come up, but when we had to leave, when we 

voted to leave the Los Angeles Jewish Federation, there was a vote it came 
to a head where we felt in the St. Gabriel Valley that we were sending our 

money to the Jewish Federation Council of Los Angeles and we were not 
getting as much back as we deserved and there were synagogues forming in 

Covina, Pomona, Montero and St. Bernardino and their money was supposed 
to be shipped to the LA Federation and so the vote came up to secede from 

the Jewish Federation Council of Los Angeles and that was done, I seem to 
remember it being done in the old Kirschner, no not in the, yeah the 

Kirschner what’s now called the Bauman Hall. So it wasn’t a congregational 
meeting but it was done at a board meeting, an executive board meeting 

and there would have been 40 or 50 people in attendance and it was a very 



68 
 

strong emotional evening for the elderly who were there. I am talking about 

Silver and Mr. Friend and Levis and so on. To withdraw from LA was very, 
very difficult emotionally and yet they all voted to withdraw because they 

really felt that the St. Gabriel Valley with all its synagogues was coming into 
its own and it needed to have its own federation. Now we would, of course if 

we checked with federation, we would know Eastern Area Federation, we 
would know when their articles of incorporation came about. This has never 

come up or you don’t remember it coming up? It was a very emotional 
meeting.  

MICHAEL 
No. I can honestly say that you’re the first person to ever raise the issue.  

MARILYN 
Yes it would be interesting to find out when the Eastern Area Federation was 

legally incorporated.  
MICHAEL 

To also get this _____.  

MARILYN 
Yeah, but it didn’t exist in the early ‘60s and I would say it didn’t come 

about until maybe the ‘70s.  
MICHAEL 

I mean the relationship between the synagogue, PJTC and the federation, 
whatever it was deserves kind of a history in itself because at one time, PJTC 

was affiliated with the Los Angeles Council which had it’s on federation.  
MARILYN 

You mean in the 30s or 40s or something?  
MICHAEL 

No rabbi Worsband, apparently.  
MARILYN 

That would’ve been late 40s, early 50s  
MICHAEL 

I think they finally merged with Los Angeles because of the fundraising just 

became too difficult, you know people were on the ____. I think High Vigo 
was involved.  

MARILYN 
I think he was also very instrumental in the Israeli Bond drive, perhaps yes, 

perhaps no. That was another thing where they had annual Israeli Bond 
drives in all the synagogues and I do remember there was some question 

when federation, when the Eastern Area Federation was formed, there was 
some question as to how much of it was going to be under the thumb of 

PJTC.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really?  
MARILYN 
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Well we were the largest congregation then and of course one of the oldest 

because we were one of the five oldest ongoing congregations in the LA 
area. We have never given ourselves enough credit for that, how long we 

have been in existence and that you know we have been in existence over 
80 years but I get annoyed, there are very few congregations that even 

come close to the length of endurance of our congregation and they make us 
sound like backwater hillbillies, you know in LA, but anyway, federation is 

another thing to look into and the eastern area, and I think the PJTC was 
very careful at that time not to put our own stamp on it. A lot of leaders 

have come from our congregation there is no doubt, but I would like to think 
that more often than not they do alternating years. I noticed that Jim left, 

Jim Schaeffer and somebody certainly not from PJTC has come in.  
MICHAEL 

So what are your memories about the bond drives? Was that identified?  
MARILYN 

I didn’t have enough money to really care about the bond drives.  

MICHAEL 
Do we call someone, who?  

MARILYN 
Who chaired the committee?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
I don’t know. I would have to, we’d have to pick some other brain on it. I 

don’t know High Vigo can remember or if Shirley Hoffman can remember 
who ran the bond drives. The Seven Days war was when, 1967?  

MICHAEL 
Yes 1967.  

MARILYN 
That was a meeting that was quite unforgettable, the numbers of people 

who turned out. I had Jewish friends here in the community who did not 

belong to the synagogue, who are not interested in the synagogue, they 
were there at the synagogue that night of the 1967 war to raise money. 

Everybody dug into their pockets. There were speakers, Mickey Alper came 
up that night on the bema and he was so impassioned and so humbled that 

he suckered another $100 per person out of ___. It was a memorable 
evening and we came up, for a backwater congregation, we came up with a 

very fair amount of money that when to Israel at that time.  
MICHAEL 

I heard Mickey gave a passionate speech in connection with the 1973 war. I 
am wondering if….  

MARILYN 
If I have got it confused?  

MICHAEL 
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Yeah.  

MARILYN 
I don’t argue those points, my memory. I think I had lunch. I don’t argue 

with anybody anymore about are you sure, certainly.  
MICHAEL 

Okay. Actually that was one of the things I wanted to pursue is the 
relationship the congregation had with Israel in terms of sermons that were 

given by rabbi Galpert.  
MARILYN 

There was always a very pro Israel stance in the congregation. Make no 
bones about it. I remember the first conflict that I ever felt about taking a 

pro, and it wasn’t my own position that was questioned, okay, when did 
Nixon run for the presidency?  

MICHAEL 
Let’s see 1968.  

MARILYN 

In 1968 then, Nixon was sending speakers to all the congregations probably 
around the country, not just to us, this is when he won the presidency or it 

may have been when he was running for the second term perhaps, so it 
might have been as late as ‘72 and the Republican speakers came to the 

congregations and the story that they put out there was Richard Nixon was 
very pro Israel and you don’t want… Who did he run against, was it 

McGovern or Humphrey? You don’t want to take a chance, you have to vote 
Republican as Jews and that absolutely infuriated me because I personally as 

a political being vote for what’s best for my country and the people of my 
country. I never voted for my pocketbook. I am one of these weird people 

who voted against Prop 13 because Gene and I knew it would be bad for the 
state of California and we have always hoped in our hearts and thought in 

our brains that we were voting for what was good for all the people of the 
United States and not just for our own persons and I was livid about the 

Jews who took a position that Nixon was going to be better for Israel than 

the Democratic opponent.  
MICHAEL 

Do you think your political believes are in anyway shaped by your Jewish 
identity?  

MARILYN 
Absolutely. I was taught to be fair, to be honest, to never take, to stand up 

for what you believe and for what you felt was right. This was the way I was 
brought up, but never abuse anyone of his belief or his rights as an 

individual, take what is yours but never take what isn’t yours, you have no 
right to it, and whether it was, I mean my training because I came from a 

religious house, a very Jewish Yiddish house, eastern European Yiddish 
home, it’s just politics were ____ and they were part of our lives, no 

question about it. New York Jews in particular, FDR was a God, he didn’t 
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become a God with clay feet until 70s or 80s when we came to realize that 

Roosevelt was not the best friend the Jews ever had, but during World War 
II, Roosevelt and Democratic party was the best friend the Jews ever had. I 

hope you are interviewing some Jews who are not democrats.  
MICHAEL 

I may have, I am not sure. Off hand I can’t think of any, but I think we may 
have.  

MARILYN 
There wasn’t a glut of Jewish republicans, but now there is a lot.  

MICHAEL 
I mean we have interviewed 50 or 60 people, there has got to be at least 

one Republican in there.  
MARILYN 

Maybe.  
MICHAEL 

But in the research I have done about Jewish communities and the history in 

the United States, the issue of Israel in times past as increasingly now, it 
was a dismissive issue. I think perhaps maybe more with the reformed 

synagogues and the conservatives. I mean, I recently read a book about 
small Jewish communities in the United States and synagogues have split.  

MARILYN 
Over the issue of Israel?  

MICHAEL 
You know in 1930s, well prior to actually the formation of Israel, after 1948 

and particularly after knowledge of the holocaust came out, those who were 
opposed to Israel in the 30s kind of dissipated after the holocaust.  

MARILYN 
And it was the idea of Zionism. It was probably a matter of we came to 

America, it is the golden Medina, its golden land and if you’re going to make 
a place for Jews, then they’re going to start throwing us out of America. I 

am willing to guess that that was the mental set in the 30s, that you know 

they’re going to throw us out of America, we have only one foot here and it’s 
very shaky. We were very quiet Jews, that’s why so many went to the gas 

chamber because I remember, I was born in 1932, by 42 or 43, I had 
already heard of the little blue and while boxes for the Jewish National Fund 

and when I was 14 and 15, I remember standing on the corner in Times 
Square, very proudly collecting money for the JNF and that’s because my 

mother said, Marilyn ____ we were raised the expression means, make a 
silence, do not talk about Jewish on the street ____. We were always 

intimidated and I am sure that was why in the 30s it was anti-Zionism 
because they gave us our own land they were going to throw us out of here.  

MICHAEL 
Well there was also a fear of, rudest idea that accusations due loyalty royalty 

and all sorts of things. So did rabbi Galpert give?  
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MARILYN 

He was very pro Israel. You have to remember that in the beginning we 
were given, we as Jews were given Israel by the United Nations, Truman 

voted yes, the first country to recognize Israel as a state. The British way 
back in 1948, people were much more cognizant of what the British had 

done deliberately to set up Israel in such a way that the Arab Forces could 
destroy it and so our enemy was not only the Arab Forces, forget about 

Palestinians, nobody cared at all about the Palestinians, they were totally 
unimportant, it was the Arab world that cared and Britain said we don’t have 

to deny them this country, the Arabs will take care of them for us and Britain 
left a mess deliberately hoping that the Arabs would destroy the Jewish 

nation and its only in the devolution since ‘48 that suddenly Palestinians who 
nobody cared about are the big issue. You notice in today’s press, you read 

about the Palestinians versus the Jews. The Israelis will kill a Palestinian, but 
if there is no death, it’s the Jewish settler, it’s the Jew who is opposed the 

Palestinians. Why in the hell isn’t it that the Jew is opposed to a Muslim? 

Why isn’t it consistently Palestinian Israeli?  
MICHAEL 

It’s what it should be.  
MARILYN 

It’s what it should, be but it isn’t. Its Palestinian Jew are the adversaries, not 
Jew Muslim adversaries, so all the press and all the publicity is pegged that 

way. The Jew is always the hated being.  
MICHAEL 

On rabbi Galpert, I think I may have asked you this before, did he give 
sermons with political content?  

MARILYN 
Yeah everybody knew where he stood politically, I am pretty sure.  

MICHAEL 
But did he ever connect political issues with being Jewish?  

MARILYN 

I think so, I do. Mainly if you’re thinking in terms of, I think Galpert more 
often and again, you can’t always trust my memory, but I would say that 

Galpert more often than Rabbi Collin in later years would reflect on 
America’s domestic issues. I do think so, but where I have this feeling it 

could be also from my own socialization with him, so did I hear it at a party 
at a table or did I hear from the bema, but domestic issues came into 

context with Galpert. They would have had to because bussing occurred. 
Yeah, that was a very political issue.  

MICHAEL 
I wanted to ask you about that one.  

MARILYN 
The congregation almost came apart at the seams with that one. That was 

one of the strongest things that ever came up was bussing and we had 
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somebody who was on the, I don’t remember was he was on the Board of 

Ed, he was anti-bussing and he left this congregation and he moved away 
from it. I cannot remember his name, Jan or Marshall would remember his 

name or one of us at any one moment in time, in assemblage of nine people 
we might be able to get his first and last name pulled together. Yeah, that 

was a very divisive board meeting.  
MICHAEL 

That was in the early 70s or so.  
MARILYN 

Karen was, I have to do arithmetic, Karen and Mindy were in 7th grade, 
which should have made them 12, she was born in 1958, 70, yeah 69, 70 or 

1971.  
MICHAEL 

So the school board was?  
MARILYN 

They didn’t have a choice.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah they were ordered to desegregate.  

MARILYN 
Desegregate schools and they did. You lived in Sierra Madre, people who 

lived there, we got screwed because we were not part of, their kids had to 
bus the furthest. The Jews like so many others they grabbed their children 

up and pulled them the heck out of school, out of the public schools and put 
them into the little Christian academies which sprung up by at least a dozen 

in the community and the Jews promptly if they couldn’t get their kids into 
West Ridge or Poly, then they put them to _____ some kind of academy and 

this kind of academy and that kind of academy and many of them had a 
Christian basis but it was, and I don’t know when ____ school came into 

being, but it was after my children had already left school.  
MICHAEL 

They formed this the early 1980s.  

MARILYN 
Okay that’s what I’m thinking because even Terry who was born in 1967, I 

do not remember their being any _____ because I might have put her in 
that because her preschool teacher told me that I would remiss if I send her 

to Poly and I said I couldn’t afford to do it and I had two other children, but 
she was really upset that I was going to put this 5-year-old into the public 

school which was at that time the real chaos and turmoil of having been in 
the early 70s and starting school.  

MICHAEL 
You keep your kids in public?  

MARILYN 
Our kids stayed in public school.  

MICHAEL 
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Were they bussed  

MARILYN 
Oh yeah. Terri, I have a very dear friend who lives right down the street 

here, and Terri and Matthew who is the son of a Caucasian mother and black 
father, they met that morning they went off to kindergarten together at 

noon. They were in the afternoon kindergarten and I have known the mother 
and the parents were a friend of ours all these 38 years. Anyways, Terri and 

Matthew went off to kindergarten together and the parents met again at the 
bus stop at 4 o’clock to pick our children up and Terri came off the bus and 

we said where is Matthew and Terri broke down and cried at 5 years of age 
and she said, we told the teacher that he has to come on this bus, this is the 

bus that he lives on and the teacher told him to get on another bus and said 
he couldn’t possibly be coming on the same bus with me. Okay. That is the 

ignorance level of the Pasadena teachers, who many of them had taught 30-
35 years and had never seen a black child ever in their schools. So this little 

absolutely café au lait colored child and I don’t mean colored being negro, I 

mean colored skin was café au lait, he was not permitted by the teacher 
despite his tears and despite the tears of a little girl standing next to him 

saying he had to come home this way. That’s what it was like. That was the 
tanner of the district.  

MICHAEL 
Why did you keep your kids in?  

MARILYN 
I couldn’t afford not to and besides which, I had taught school in 

Williamsburg Brooklyn. I was 21 years old; I had 36 kids in the class. I had 
no help and there was no such thing as a teacher aid. You did your own 

mechanical reproduction work for the class and everything else. I had 12 
blacks, 12 Jewish kids who were the remnant of the original Jewish 

Williamsburg population and I had 12 Spanish speaking Puerto Ricans, and I 
kept that ball in the air at 21 years of age without any help from anybody. I 

remember going in to see Terri’s teacher who thought she was going to have 

a very compassionate mother who would sympathize with her because she 
never had children like this in her class, in her school, and I only have a part 

time aid and I said, you have 30 children and I told her what I did at 21 
years of age, and I said you have 35 years of experience, certainly someone 

with your years of experience can handle this class. She didn’t like my 
answer at all. But then I was a Jew rebel rouser, so.  

MICHAEL 
Richard Nixon said and it was caught on tape, “Well, they are loud, 

aggressive, obnoxious, but they sure are capable.” So was Terri’s, were 
there other whites in the class?  

MARILYN 
Yes there were white kids. You know not everybody would hold back money 

from the temple, withhold dues from the temple because they couldn’t afford 
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to pay their temple just because they had their children in private schools. 

We paid all our bills, we had no creditors, we were indebted to no one and 
our children got an education in the public schools. It took the children of 

those children, it took another generation, a full 20 or 25 years till we had 
this teeniest tiniest turn around. I am not saying that the Pace ______ 

family was the first one, but Ellen Pace was a product. She, Karen and 
Mindy, they were all… The Pace kids and the Fingerhut older ones are the 

same age. They remained in the public schools. The Pace’s kept their kids 
there, Alpers did, Fingerhuts did. I mean they were liberal Jews. I can’t say 

the liberal Jews because Josh, I always say Josh is to the right of Attila the 
Hun, but I don’t think so, he just makes noise like he is, but I don’t think he 

is politically there, but that I say with great love and affection and years of 
fighting it out in public. But our kids stayed in the public schools, but a lot of 

them didn’t and it was until Ellen married at Ed Honovitz at Pace and 
Honovitz said we are tax payers, we pay for the public schools. You know 

when the Tea Party says they are going to take back the country, what are 

they taking back, who the hell took anything away from them? But we 
allowed the government to take away our feeling of community schools and 

hopefully now when I talk to people in the congregation, very few of them 
have their children in the public schools, but I think somewhat more than it 

did in the earliest years of desegregation.  
MICHAEL 

So what happened in the congregation?  
MARILYN 

There were fights.  
MICHAEL 

What was the conflict of the fights, what was the situation?  
MARILYN 

There were political campaigns going on and you and your friends would be 
at odd sometimes in the political campaign. I mean if you came together at 

the bagel breakfast and we were talking about one thing or another thing, 

you could have an argument break out between people and so that’s where 
the politics came into play. Did it divide the congregation? No. It didn’t affect 

the ongoing everyday religious activities or programs and so on, but it was 
more and more reason to bring your children to more activities and we never 

really in this congregation, we paid a lot of money through the years for 
youth directors and things like that who never really pulled it off. There was 

a time I remember when my friends, Shirley and Miriam Vigo and Bernice 
Feldstein, they would talk about their youthful days, they were the BBG girls 

and B’Nai B’Rith boys. That organization failed in those interim years, the 
70s, the 80s and 90s and we never really got to handle on youth activities 

till probably the very late 90s and now thank God through the first decade of 
the 21st century we seem to have some decent ongoing youth groups, but 

our kids, my kids never really there wasn’t anything here that could get off 
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the ground and I don’t know who could have been to blame for it, there is no 

sense. We just never had the right youth director or the right parental input. 
I don’t know what it was.  

MICHAEL 
Do you recall at the bagel breakfast, in connection with desegregation, were 

there information meetings at the temple?  
MARILYN 

I don’t think we did them as bagel breakfasts.  
MICHAEL 

Or did people from the school board come in and talk?  
MARILYN 

Yes we would have candidates, we had political candidates at a Sunday night 
meeting or what the policy was, whether it was federal, state or local. Some 

of us individuals were very active in local school board campaigns because I 
remember going with Marcia. We sat there and we did what they told us to 

do, we looked at each other and we said boy this was an organized ______, 

means a Jewish ___, she and I said you know we could’ve done this with 
one hand tied behind our back and gotten a hell of a lot more money than 

they brought in.  
MICHAEL 

Who were you supporting? People were supportive of desegregation?  
MARILYN 

Yeah because those of us who were active in temple membership at that 
time and temple presidencies were pretty much of the liberal persuasion. I 

mean when I talking, Erinreich lived in _____ so his kids went to school 
there, but Bob Hoffman’s daughter Lisa, the four Alpert kids, the four Pace 

kids, three Fingerhut kids, these were all in the public schools after 
desegregation. Our kids stayed in it, who came after that were Sam Weiss 

followed soon after, his kids, they lived in San Moreno so his kids weren’t 
involved and I am trying to think of, I can only speak for what was 

happening in those years that I was totally aware.  

MICHAEL 
You made some comment that it split the congregation. Was that?  

MARILYN 
There was a lot of venom in the feelings about desegregation.  

MICHAEL 
But it wasn’t like a group was going to split off?  

MARILYN 
No, but it was there were hot headed arguments when congregants were 

together, which I don’t remember taking place at any other time. If it was 
over an Israeli issue, it was pretty much everybody felt the same way, you 

know even those who didn’t… I have never been able to say about America 
or Israel, my country right or wrong. My country when its right, when my 

country is wrong, it should be called to task and whether that country isn’t, 
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but that’s my opinion. We have never come to blows over that within the 

congregation and I think there is still civility within our congregation even at 
this particular like _______, venomous, tenuous time, within the 

congregation people are civil to one another.  
MICHAEL 

I think so too. I mean being on the left on the Israeli Palestinian issue, it is 
my impression that PJTC is somewhat unique at least in the Los Angeles 

area in being able to have people having reasonably civil conversations over 
this issue because there are apparently a lot of congregations, I think it is 

changing for the last several years, but there was a time a few years ago 
that it was just impossible to carry on the conversation on this issue.  

MARILYN 
The only issue I ever remember that really was divisive was integration and 

it didn’t divide the congregation as a spiritual place of religious prayer. It did 
divide people in terms of civility which was a rare thing that happened in this 

congregation and then once those of us who kept our kids in school, public 

schools, and those who sent their kids to private school you know they could 
afford it, they could do it, it was their money, they didn’t take any skin off 

my back and that was it and it just died. And if you go into the congregation 
today there are some people whose kids are in the Jewish day school, which 

when my children were growing up it was beyond ____, there was in no way 
God’s green acre that there would ever be a religious day school in 

Pasadena.  
MICHAEL 

This has been going on for 20 years.  
MARILYN 

Or more.  
MICHAEL 

You were involved in various social action issues at the temple. I mean your 
name has shown up in the sisterhood social action committee.  

MARILYN 

And I served on the committee too.  
MICHAEL 

What were?  
MARILYN 

I tell you the truth, I don’t remember what political issues came up or I am 
sorry, that’s a question that I can’t.  

MICHAEL 
Was the committee active? I mean did it have events that drew a lot of 

people?  
MARILYN 

No. You know, you had from the time I came to the temple when rabbi 
Galpert was there and rabbi Collin came and then rabbi Grader, when my 

Wednesday nights were free I always came to whatever was being lectured 
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whatsoever on Wednesday night, that’s what I did on Wednesday nights 

except for the fact that 9 years ago and again today on Wednesday, I mean 
rabbi starting a class tonight. I would give my eye teeth to go to it. I’m 

sorry, I mean tomorrow night, Wednesday night, but I go to the Wellness 
Community which is a cancer support group, so other than that, what you 

would, if it was being taught, if it was being discussed whether it was on a 
Sunday morning or on a Wednesday afternoon, I was there. Our whole social 

life revolved around going to schul on Friday nights, not because we were so 
religious, pious and observant, but because all our friends were there and 

then we went out at 10 o’clock at night. We went either to eat again or we 
went as we got older and a little more mature, we’d go some place and we 

would sit around a cocktail table and we would actually have a drink and we 
would sit there for an hour or two after services were over on Friday. That 

was a particular social group of ours and that’s why we went to schul on 
Friday night and we supported the minion, but it was community and it was 

the people with whom we were closest and actually about third of us there, 

there were several women in the group who had been born and raised in 
Pasadena, Southern California and the rest of us were all from Chicago, 

Philadelphia, New York, Boston, whatever, and we found family and we 
translated friendship into family.  

MICHAEL 
Let’s see there was something that… Now, did you go to Saturday morning 

services?  
MARILYN 

Hardly ever. If you had a bar mitzvah. But you have to remember my kids, 
two out of my three kids, in my social group it was Friday night bat 

mitzvahs. We had an outstanding number of girls; there was Steven 
Feldstein, there was David Pace and there was Ian Elfer and everybody else 

in our crowd had girls.  
MICHAEL 

When were they bat mitzvahs?  

MARILYN 
My kids were born in 58 and 59 so bat mitzvah was in 1971 and 1972, Pace 

kids we had 3 out of the 4 in March of 1971 was from our social crowd. Ellen 
Pace, the following week Elizabeth Kay, skip a week and Karen Fingerhut. I 

mean how much more inbreeding could you have? But many times in our 
congregation there have been mitzvah classes that have formed 

tremendously cohesive groups that have lasted for years. The year of Debbie 
Singers children and Torneck and Kathy Michaels, they had a very cohesive 

class that lasted for a very, very long time. Ours is probably the one 
cohesive unit that has remained incredibly well.  

MICHAEL 
Your group is unique.  

MARILYN 
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Yeah nobody has lasted that many years.  

MICHAEL 
Not only that, I think it is also unique in that you came into the congregation 

rather young, relatively young.  
MARILYN 

Late 20s and early 30s.  
MICHAEL 

And became leaders. I mean look at the leadership now. If somebody is 
under 50 who is on the board they are considered young.  

MARILYN 
Who is the president now?  

MICHAEL 
Judy Callahan.  

MARILYN 
Stacy Miller has got to be mid 50s or yeah mid 50s, sisterhood president. I 

was Sisterhood president when I was 33 years old. And then following me 

was Elaine Reese who was a little bit older than me, then Marlene Siegel 
who is a year younger than me, so we stayed pretty much within the range. 

I was the first one who came in in her 30s. I followed people who were in 
their late 40s or even early 50s. The presidencies, the male presidencies, Joe 

Ehrenreich and Block Hoffman was older. Joe Ehrenreich could have been 10 
years _______’s senior easily, so the men were a little older though but now 

much younger than they had been before and you are right, now those 
presidencies they are again young but they are not as young as Gene, 

Mickey and Josh work.  
MICHAEL 

You know its kind of a unique.  
MARILYN 

Yeah okay you could say that the right assemblage of people became 
congregants at just that momentous time.  

MICHAEL 

And also I think that it may fit into larger trends that were actually taking 
place in the United States. I mean the fact that women were not working at 

that time.  
MARILYN 

Absolutely.  
MICHAEL 

You know unlike before World War II where women were working in their 
family stores.  

MARILYN 
Yes and in World War II they were actually bringing in income. I was going 

to say that one of the things that happened when we came was we came in 
1962, which was 17 years after the war ended. America had gone into the 

50s and the economics went up and up and you had Mickey Alpert being 
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hired in a high echelon position at JPL. You had Bob Hoffman, he was with 

another science company that was housed somewhere along the 10 
Freeway, but again these were.  

MICHAEL 
Was it Aerojet?  

MARILYN 
Aerojet, I do believe that is who Bob was with. Gene came in because baby 

boomers were coming into college and he got hired from New York to 
CalState LA. So it was a very high end moving economic group. 

Academically, college educated people were on the move and the baby 
boomers you know the war babies were all of an age, so you had parents 

who ranged anywhere from their 30s to 40s.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah that was a unique time.  
MARILYN 

Yeah, it was. And I always regret today that my children will never have it as 

my generation had it.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, I know.  
MARILYN 

And yet there are amongst our congregational children, who are the same 
children of congregants; the children are now in their 50’s, we have some 

exceptionally wealthy young men and women who have been very, very 
successful economically.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah, I know. In all sorts of things.  

MARILYN 
And others who make a living but, yeah, and in between, you had that 

generation of kids that were hippies, yippies, whatever, and there was a lot 
of fall out at that time.  

MICHAEL 

So that was my generation but I was not exactly a hippie. Actually, Ruth was 
more of a hippy than I was.  

MARILYN 
I know you want more information on Galpert. You seem to be seeking it; 

but the truth is he was, his strongest point was, his brain. He was, he was 
brilliant and his Wednesday night lectures, he would read them. He would 

become disjointed sometimes when he spoke without notes, but if you had a 
question he knew the source, he could cite the chapter, text, verse, 

whatever it was, whether it was biblical, or baseball, or economics, or 
history, or you know, what is the righteous path. He did not live by it. He 

was very much a wounded individual but he was beloved.  
MICHAEL 

Did his lecture series, were they well attended?  
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MARILYN 

That was a point I wanted to make a while ago when I said that I was 
always there. I would say there were 20 of us who were there always.  

MICHAEL 
Where were they held, in what is now Nell?  

MARILYN 
Not in the chapel, no; it was in Bauman Hall and there were like 20 people 

who came. That was another socialization. We would go back to somebody’s 
house after. It wasn’t coffee. Like today, we have coffee on the table and if 

somebody brings some grapes or cookies there, we had no food, that was 
not what we were there for. We were there to hear Rabbi Galpert give his 

Wednesday night lecture, and he did probably like greater to six weeks or 10 
week courses a year, and it was always the same people with others drifting 

in and out and that was an extended social group for us. That was a group 
that was the World War II veterans, so they were older. These were men 

who had been a part of the, um, Hy Vigo, Ed Collins, Leo Kravitz. Bob 

Hoffman was more in that group but he had not been in the army, he had 
not served in the army, and they were another very cohesive segment. 

Cheslo, he was in that, he had survived World War II. They were the 
backbone and then some of the younger of us, the half a generation 

younger, 10 year age difference, but we had been children during the war so 
the war was very meaningful, so that united us, even with the 10 year age 

span. We were of a similar generation and we were always there for all his 
lectures, and he was a presence, and he had a lot of people who did not like 

him, a lot of people who didn’t like him.  
MICHAEL 

Why?  
MARILYN 

First, you have, you must always consider in a congregation, that two-thirds 
of your congregation couldn’t care less what you do. They give their money, 

they are members of it, they don’t care, they don’t know what you are 

doing, they don‘t care what you’re doing.  
MICHAEL 

As long as you show up for the High Holidays?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. They fill a room, you know, they get their jollies and they get their 
blessings and benedictions from up high, you know, on Rosh Hashanah, Yom 

Kippur, and then they are free to do whatever they want the rest of the 
year; but the shul has to be there. Somebody else has to keep the religion 

alive for them. We had people in our congregation who would go back to 
their hometowns on the High Holidays to hear the outstanding eastern 

hazanum sing ____ but they supported PJTC but they did not want to hear 
____ from anybody less than a Jan Pierce or a Richard Tucker, and you 

could hear him if you knew people and you came from the right shul when 
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you lived in the east. To this day, or as long as Gene was alive, I would 

always have him do Jan Pierce or Richard Tucker singing the Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur prayer service. I would listen to that before I went to shul, 

or I’d sure as heck listen to it as soon as I came home from shul. And I 
hadn’t grown up with it.  

MICHAEL 
So, ah, the people who attended the series, um.  

MARILYN 
Were not necessarily the people who administered, who were on the 

executive board or the administration. That was one segment. Some of us 
overlapped.  

MICHAEL 
But you started to talk about people who didn’t like Rabbi Galpert, I mean, 

uh.  
MARILYN 

We liked his brain, we liked his socialization.  

MICHAEL 
So, what was it?  

MARILYN 
But what didn’t people like?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
He had problems that I said to you, you know, that I would rather not 

discuss on camera. And there were people, uh, who always leave a 
congregation, you know; there is, two people have three shuls because 

there is one shul they do not go to.  
MICHAEL 

Right, right.  
MARILYN 

And Frank Ackerman. Frank Ackerman precedes my arrival, I only heard 

tales of him. As I understand it he was quite an egomaniac and he pulled 
people away.  

MICHAEL 
Right.  

MARILYN 
Other people, um, there are a lot of people who belong, who are members of 

shuls, who will say to the clergy, just don’t, I like having you there, I love 
having the shul, I want to support the shul, just don’t mess with my life. 

Don’t try to get me to pray. I know I drive Rabbi Grader crazy. He wants to 
help me spiritually. I don’t know what I believe. I know I invoke God, I will 

say God help me, but I will also say God meant it to be this way; and yet, I 
will tell you I don’t believe in God, I don’t know what I believe in and I will 

go to my grave not knowing what I believe, but it’s okay for me. Don’t mess 
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with my head. I would venture a guess that so many parents want their 

children to be educated in Judaism but don’t ask them to eat kosher food 
and don’t tell me to keep a kosher home and don’t tell me that I have to 

observe Shabbat. I would venture a guess that that is 85 to 90% of the 
congregation.  

MICHAEL 
Oh yeah. Do you recall people, anybody leaving the congregation because 

they did not like Rabbi Galpert?  
MARILYN 

Yeah. One of my dear friends.  
MICHAEL 

Oh, really?  
MARILYN 

Yeah, but I rather not name a name. Yeah, they left because they didn’t like 
Galpert, then they came back. They drifted in and out lots of times. And 

then people got very angry after we didn’t hire, uh, whatever his name was.  

MICHAEL 
Julian?  

MARILYN 
Julian?  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
And some left then and then they subsequently come back. I think what 

really troubles me is that we have this wonderful congregation now of almost 
500 families, and all that is missing is the Alhambra synagogue, Sheri Torah 

and Tujunga. They don’t exist anymore.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, yeah.  
MARILYN 

And we have 500 members. Don’t be so proud of it.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah, I know.  

MARILYN 
There are 3 shuls that no longer exist.  

MICHAEL 
I know, I know. And the Sheri Torah people are, they came in, are pretty 

old.  
MARILYN 

They have been wonderful. They have really punched us up. I think they 
have been very, uh.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah, yeah.  

MARILYN 
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We’re sorry that they had to come.  

MICHAEL 
Yes.  

MARILYN 
But they have been very meaningful.  

MICHAEL 
How do you feel about continuing?  

MARILYN 
I’m just going to turn the light on.  

MICHAEL 
Okay. Now, in 1986, you and Gene were the Congregants of the Year.  

MARILYN 
Um huh.  

MICHAEL 
Do you have any memories of that or what?  

MARILYN 

Oh, it was supposed to be in April. My mother died so it had to be cut off 
and it was held later in the year. By that time we were, what had we done? 

We had survived. We were just there, our name was on everything, it was, 
uh. Gene and I have never been huge donors, but we have never defaulted 

on 5 cents of temple dues; nobody ever had to underwrite our children’s 
education, tuition fees; nobody ever had to pay for our kids in Jewish day 

school, not the day school, in the summer camp programs; and we never 
took a penny of money to send our children to any Jewish program. That, I 

say, with great pride. But we were just survivors. We were not from the big 
donors but we were a backbone and we gave strength. A beautiful fundraiser 

at the Ehrenreich’s home. Shirley and Hoffman and Marcia and I, I don’t 
know which two of us, we were the maid service and we were directed as if 

we were maids. We could not contribute to being invited guests to the 
function but we could wait on people and our pride did not keep us from 

doing that.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah, yeah.  

MARILYN 
So, this is, I think, just the fact that we had survived and it was our turn. 

You know, Shirley and Bob had been Congregants of the Year, Marcia and 
Mickey had been Congregants of the Year, now it was time for the 

Fingerhuts to be Congregants of the Year. Then came time for the Siegels. 
You know, it’s just people who had very long staying power, but the first one 

was one that I was really proud to participate in, was for Ed Katzman, 
because this was the man who gave up himself untiringly, unrelentingly. And 

when Ruth Layman was given the award, this is the woman who wrote 
beautiful temple bulletin and then picked up on the Flame after those of us 

in sisterhood. She was sisterhood member, too, but it became much more of 
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a, started out as a sisterhood voice, and became a temple’s voice. And the 

rest of us, we had just done good works for the temple over the years and 
we are deserving of being noticed and noted, and that was fine, but I can’t 

tell you for anyone’s specific act.  
MICHAEL 

No, it never is.  
MARILYN 

No. It’s for years of service. You know, live long enough. It was our turn. It 
was maybe a little more than that.  

MICHAEL 
It was more than just showing up on Friday nights and paying your dues.  

MARILYN 
Yeah. It was speaking.  

MICHAEL 
I mean, this in 24 years after you have been, this is amazing thing.  

MARILYN 

Really is that long? We came in ’63, and this was when?  
MICHAEL 

’86, okay, 23 years.  
MARILYN 

And there had never been a year that we were not doing something. And to 
this day, this may be the first year that I don’t. And I, really about 10-15 

years ago, I pulled back, but I always found something that I would do, a 
one shot deal. I have had more fun in the last two years working, as with 

Suzanne Spits, Helen Moritz. We met three years ago selling tickets for the 
plays that were being put on, and then the following year, nobody had to 

come to us. We said, if you leave us alone and let us be responsible for the 
sale of tickets, we will do it. And we brought in $20,000. You know, we 

handled $20,000 in cash that year; and the following year it was again a 
play, and we did it again. And just don’t come near us. Just leave us alone. 

You didn’t have to ask us to do the job, we are volunteering to do it, no 

committees, just let us be.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, yeah.  
MARILYN 

And this year I have, uh. There won’t be a play, and I won’t be responsible 
for keeping the books and, uh.  

MICHAEL 
So, do you have something else then?  

MARILYN 
I don’t know what’s going on and nobody has approached me to do 

anything. I don’t say this with pride, I just say it as a statement of fact. I 
went to one or two sisterhood board meetings after Gene died and I found 

that I couldn’t stand the tumult anymore, and I have not been active in 



86 
 

sisterhood for at least 5 or 6 years now. Gene has gone only 4 and a half, 

but I had been fading out of it. I had spent about 10 years responsible for 
raising $10,000 a year. I worked with Shirley Hoffman, I handled all the 

cash for the sale of script, supermarket script. I loved doing that. I was on 
my own. We are a very strange congregation in that we allow people to 

handle our money and nobody looks at what we are doing. I don’t know if I 
should put this on camera, but there has never been an audit. I handled 

thousands and thousands and thousands of dollars in checks every year, and 
script, and nobody ever checked my arithmetic and nobody ever audited. Is 

that appropriate? No, absolutely inappropriate, but it is the way we are.  
MICHAEL 

In all these years nobody has runoff with any money.  
MARILYN 

No, we had a bookkeeper once who they fired.  
MICHAEL 

Oh, really?  

MARILYN 
And I do not know who might remember that.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah.  

MARILYN 
Maybe, wouldn’t it have been with Mickey Siegel. You know, somewhere 

behind, in the presidencies behind, we did have one bookkeeper who was 
invited to leave without charges being pressed against him or her, I guess it 

was a her.  
MICHAEL 

Wow.  
MARILYN 

Yeah, only once.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah. Now in 1987, you were the ____ speaker.  

MARILYN 
The third time around.  

MICHAEL 
It was?  

MARILYN 
I’ve done it three. I have been the only person to ever been invited to do. I 

would have to look at my files. I have old speeches; unless I did it again in 
the 90’s. I think I may have done it again in the 90’s.  

MICHAEL 
You may have, I seem to recall you.  

MARILYN 
Yeah, I’ve done it three times.  

MICHAEL 
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If that was in ’87, I don’t think I would remember it.  

MARILYN 
It was the first time was when I was the sisterhood president and I was the 

first female to ever give the Yom Kippur appeal, and, I mean with my New 
York accent and all, I am a good public speaker. False modesty doesn’t help. 

There is nothing good to be said about it. I can speak, but I remember when 
Max Stone asked me to give the Yom Kippur appeal. I said, but no 

sisterhood, no woman has ever done it before. He says, you are the 
sisterhood president; and I remember going to Rabbi Galpert, and in those 

days, without exaggeration, the hall was filled from the first row of fitted 
seats to the stage and there was a balcony, did you know that?  

MICHAEL 
No.  

MARILYN 
Hello! The gym, today, has one folding wall, window wall, side wall and a 

stage wall. The side wall had a balcony, an open balcony above it.  

MICHAEL 
That was where the women sat during?  

MARILYN 
No that was the corridor that went to the storage rooms and all kinds of stuff 

like that and some of it was classrooms; but on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
there were seats up there, too, because we sat 1,300 people on the ground 

floor and it was full. And I remember saying to Rabbi Galpert, how do I 
speak? How does one speak to a room of this size? He said you throw your 

voice to the back of the room, Marilyn, and you speak to the people who are 
sitting right in front of the stage, and he says you pick two hats, because in 

those years women wore hats. And he said down front, one on each side of 
the room, and he said you talk to those two heads of cabbage and your face 

goes from one to the other, all the time throwing your voice to the rear of 
the room; and I got up there and.  

MICHAEL 

And let it rip.  
MARILYN 

And then I was asked the second time. I know Mark Essence did invite me to 
do it, I believe the third time. One time I did it as a history of the 

congregation; I think that was the third time, and I used Gene’s printed 
materials to do it, but it was a privilege and an honor and one that I would 

happily do again, if I were asked. Yeah, because the congregation gave us a 
life here. We came here and we had a friend of my father’s who lived in LA, 

this gentleman was the same age as my father, and we didn’t know a soul, 
and we were fortunate when we rented our first house and rented from a 

Jewish family that lived two doors away and who through the Jewish war 
veterans of World War II, had friends who lived in Pasadena. And we met 

those friends, I know, Hy Vigo from the first summer I arrived here in 1962. 
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I know Hy for 48 years, there is nobody else in LA that I know as long as I 

know Hy Vigo; no one else has survived, so it’s a lot of life.  
MICHAEL 

The earliest memory I have of you must have been, I mean it is actually not 
that long ago. I think it was 2002, 2003 when there was a congregational 

meeting about hiring Rabbi Grader, and I remember you spoke in support of 
hiring him and I don’t remember what you said but I do remember telling 

Ruth. I said, I was impressed by what you said.  
MARILYN 

I remember what I said because, and I do not want to name names. I 
remember somebody getting up and saying he is a very nice man and we 

could hire him, but why don’t we look a little longer and why don’t we just 
do it temporary hire for this year; and I remember standing up and saying 

they are not standing in line waiting to come to work for us, and this 
committee has worked diligently and dum de dum de dum, and waiting is 

not the answer that we need. We need to solidify the congregation and so 

on, and just that this, we did not come to this decision because we did not 
find a better candidate. We came to this decision because this is a candidate 

we want and will take this congregation in the right direction.  
MICHAEL 

Yeah, yeah.  
MARILYN 

And I don’t get involved an awful lot. I am not there 24/7 today and I don’t 
know that I have ever been but when I feel, as I did again this year, I came 

out with public speaking but once, and I came with cleanly typed notes and 
knew exactly what it was that I wanted to say. And I did not get a lot of 

thank you but I got some very, very beautiful feedback from people for 
saying that I gave a clear and lucid message about what really matters.  

MICHAEL 
Well, I am glad you are going to a parlor meeting because your input will be 

welcomed.  

MARILYN 
I am not so sure because this is all about prayer and I do not know how to.  

MICHAEL 
No, it’s about, I’ve seen the questions because I am going to be a scribe on 

Thursday night. The concern, really, about how the service is going to be run 
and what you would like to see at High Holiday services and so on; I mean it 

is, really, it’s.  
MARILYN 

I don’t get involved in that because I’m not there because of religious 
persuasion. I come to shul because it is my community and it is my home 

and these are my people and I made a comment, I think it was on Saturday 
at Rabbi’s sermon and I was there for the Wolman minion, which it is ironic 

because Gene attended the Wolman minions when I had cancer 9 years ago 
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and I never went with him. After he died, I went once or twice in respect to 

his memory. Now I go because I like the music and so I go to the minion, 
but questions came up and I said very, very strongly something that I have 

always believed. I was born a Jew, I will die a Jew. I do not have the right to 
be the last Jew in the world. There are over 5,000 years of Jews, I owe it to 

the future to see that it is perpetuated and this is very much my feeling. It 
has not to do with prayers, it has not to do with spirituality. I am finding, 

you know, I am making my way through life.  
MICHAEL 

You know, the word prayer turns me off, too.  
MARILYN 

I do not know what to do with it.  
MICHAEL 

But I think the way it is being used, is not the way we are responding to it. 
Not the way, uh.  

MARILYN 

No, prayer is really not a besiegement from God but it is an adoration, it is a 
gratitude.  

MICHAEL 
Well, it’s something. You know.  

MARILYN 
I do not know even that there is a God, so I do not know how much input I 

am going to have tonight at the parlor meeting. Oh, I’ll have something to 
say.  

MICHAEL 
You and Ruth.  

MARILYN 
Is she going to be there tonight, too?  

MICHAEL 
No. I have two other, actually basically one other, questions with two 

different parts. Outside of the congregation, were you involved in any 

political groups, any social groups. Do you have friends outside?  
MARILYN 

I really lived a very Jewish life, very focused on the temple. I did some 
things from one time or another for certainly for school board election, for 

Democratic Party, presidential election. Yes, I did those things but they were 
more sporadic. I was a girl scout leader for Terri. I did not do an awful a lot 

for Karen and Mindy because I was very involved in the temple in those days 
in very active capacities, the plays or whatever, but much more active at the 

temple than I was after Terri was born, and I have worked since 1970, part 
time and full time, at Bank of America. I have had a very diverse work 

background from 1970 on.  
MICHAEL 

You know, I did not even know that.  
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MARILYN 

Remind me to come back on that if you will. But when Terri was in school, I 
was girl scout leader for a couple of years. Things had put me out. I was 

comfortable in the gentile word. I am a New York Jew, I am in your face; 
you know, what you see is what you are going to get. I am ethical but I am 

loud and that makes a lot of non-Jews uncomfortable. I am who I am and it 
has taken me 78 years to like who I am and now nobody can shake me from 

that. I said a lot of things I am sorry I said in my lifetime but I never lied. 
So, then Terri was in vocal music, and she has an exquisite voice, and she 

was at PHS and they did plays, and for the last two years of her high school, 
I was president of the Vocal Music Parents Association and that took a lot of 

time and a lot of effort, and a lot of fundraising and I enjoyed those years 
very, very much. And, so that is where I took myself outside of my Jewish 

community, and I didn’t venture out too often. I went to work part time for 
somebody who was a congregant, in 1970, I worked at home as a college 

text book editor.  

MICHAEL 
Oh, really?  

MARILYN 
I started out as a proof reader, and then I became an editor, and then I did, 

what do you put in the end of the book? I became an indexer, par excelence, 
and I did not have to know anything about the subject but I could give you 

an index. I once got a letter back from an author saying I wish my book was 
worthy of the index which you created for it but we will have to cut it down 

by half. So, I did that for several years and worked part time. Steve Kay said 
to me one day, why you are working at home, why do not you get a job? I 

said, so get me a job down at Xerox, he was down at Xerox. Well, next day 
afternoon I got a phone call from Steve Kay; he set up an appointment with 

somebody in their proofreading department, so I went down to Xerox and I 
got hired for 20 hours a week. And that was good until they cut back all their 

labor force six months later and I was last hired, first to go. So I went to the 

unemployment insurance office and I filed a claim and the woman there said 
to me, would you take a full time job as an editor indexer. I said, no, I can’t 

work full time, I have a family. She says, well, we cannot give you 
unemployment insurance unless you will say that you were willing to work 

full time and I said I can’t lie, I don’t want to work. That is why I have never 
told a lie. I realized later I was a foopenstool, as we would have said, but I 

would not lie and say that I would take a full time job as a college text book 
editor and indexer if one were offered to me, and so I could not collect an 

employment insurance; but she said we are giving the test for people to 
work in the UI office. So, I took the test and, of course, I was hired and I 

worked something like 24 hours a week there for about 5 years.  
MICHAEL 

Oh really? Doing what?  
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MARILYN 

Taking claims, opening claims, I used to pay cash. The manager of that 
department knew that I was never going to steal a penny of the cash and 

they never had anybody at the cash register, giving out thousands and 
thousands of dollars cash.  

MICHAEL 
To the unemployed?  

MARILYN 
To the unemployed.  

MICHAEL 
They didn’t send checks?  

MARILYN 
No. You came in, you presented yourself, you presented your card and 

where you looked for work that week, and somebody interviewed you there 
and then they sent you to the cash line, and the days that I worked the till, 

the till balanced to the penny every single day and the rest of the week. 

They were always missing a 50, a 20 or 40, whatever. And then I said, you 
know what, as long as I am doing this, I want to do this full time so they 

gave the test and I was not a veteran so I did not get those 5 points, I was 
not a Latino so I did not get those 5 points, I was not black so I did not get 

those 5 points, I just got a very high score on the test but I couldn’t get 
hired. Meanwhile, the guy came in from Bank of America and he had just 

been laid off because he was 65 years old and there was automatic firing at 
age 65, and he was a lawyer with B of A. And I told him, he said he was 

really going to Hawaii and he was not going to be looking for a job. I said, 
when do you come back from Hawaii come back in and open your claim, 

blah, blah, blah, and I told him how the power works. He said, can I have 
your phone number and would you give B of A an interview? I said, you can’t 

have my phone number but I will take yours and why don’t you set up 
something for me? So he did, and I went down to Bank of America on Flower 

Street and she started to talk to me about operations, I did not even know 

what operations were in the bank. She said, you do not belong in operations, 
you belong on the platform, meaning the lending side of the bank. So I said 

fine, make an appointment for me. And I went in, and the man said to me, 
you will have three interviewers here today, and we were talking, and he 

said it should take about an hour and a half, and one of the things I said to 
him was, I am sure you are aware that I did not give you a vitae. What do 

you call it?  
MICHAEL 

A resume.  
MARILYN 

He said, yes I am. I said, well I did prepare a resume. I said, but I looked at 
it; it only tells you what I have done in my life, it does not tell you what I 

am capable of doing, so I didn’t bring it in. So he said, tell me what you are 
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capable of doing. I said, first of all, anything you can teach I can learn better 

and faster than anyone you have ever taught it to. He said, why do I believe 
you? I said because you should. Anyway, I came home from that interview 

having rejected the possible hiring. And by the way, I only had two 
interviews. There was no time, he used up too much time. And Gene said, 

well, what do you think? I said, I got the job and he said, Lynn. I said, Gene, 
don’t rain on my parade. This time, I am telling you, this job I have if I want 

it, and I was hired. I was 45 years old, I was Jewish and I was going to be 
trained to be a lending officer, unheard of in Bank of America; and all those 

things happened and they put me in to auto dealer car sales, the lowest of 
the low. And I lasted five years, and I came home crying a couple of Friday 

nights, and I said to Gene, my life is too short for this full time job. And he 
said, well how will we manage? I always said, Gene, you put breakfast on 

the table, we will never go hungry. And within six months, I got my first 
work with a company called MMD, which was pharmaceutical sales, and it 

was very part time and they offered me another assignment, and I said, I 

hated the first one. I said, but I love working for you, so if you have a nicer 
assignment I will take it, when it comes up. And then about a year later, 

they said we have never had a manager outside of New York, now this was a 
Jewish held concern in New York City, and within a year, I became their first 

manger ever, and I worked for them a total of 16 years. The company was 
sold, and when the company was sold, the boss gave me a huge check in 

appreciation from her own money that she had made in the sale of business, 
and I was just short of my 67th birthday when I stopped working.  

MICHAEL 
Now, were you working full time at that point?  

MARILYN 
No, I was working part time, flex time and bringing in a very nice income, 

and Gene and I lived beautifully. And my husband, being the gentleman and 
a thoughtful person that he was, he always said, I make a living and the 

money that Lynn makes gives us a life. And we traveled for about 13 years 

while both of us were still working and we had a lovely, lovely life together 
and I enjoyed. The reason being, I was being independent of New York, I 

was out here, I had my territory, went from Seattle to Texas. I was on over 
a 100 flights a year.  

MICHAEL 
That would be gruesome.  

MARILYN 
I was so ready to be fired because when the company was sold, they wanted 

me to work full time and I said I have been very happy working part time 16 
years, and they couldn’t care less. They said, we’ll have to lay you off and 

you can go and collect unemployment insurance. And then, I lied. Then I 
said I would take a position full time and I collected something for 29 weeks, 

or 39 weeks of unemployment insurance. So, that was my experience.  
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MICHAEL 

Let’s see. There was one other question that I want to ask before I end 
today. Did you belong to any other Jewish organizations such as Hadassah, 

National Jewish Council for Women?  
MARILYN 

No. I do now, I pay dues to ORT. I belong to nothing else. I gave what I 
could to federation, because it was eastern area and that meant it was 

important, started to make enough money that we could comfortably give 
some money to the temple on the Yom Kippur appeal. I was never a joiner 

for the sake of joining. Gene paid dues to the B’Nai B’Rith but that is all he 
did, and he chaired the annual. He was the first host of the annual rabbis 

meetings that is coming up this month again, but we were not joiners of 
other organization. We gave charity as we see fit.  

MICHAEL 
Giving to ORT, and you do not go their meetings?  

MARILYN 

I have gone to 1 or 3 or 5 meetings over a period of years but I send them 
chapter dues, but I never belonged to Hadassah or National Council. 

Growing up in New York, I don’t know if I would belong to anything at all. 
We never were members of a synagogue but when there was a youth group 

that I could join, a teenage or young adults group, and you did not have to 
be a member of the synagogue to do it, I had membership there.  

MICHAEL 
Actually this brings up a memory. There was a young couples group at the 

synagogue. Were you?  
MARILYN 

Not my generation. That was Sensor, Hemstein, Callahan, Ira Lowenfold, the 
lady who recently died; that is a half a generation younger than me. You 

know, if a generation is 18 to 20 years, these are people 10 years my junior; 
and that one, you’d get information from Judy. I had took from you a long 

time ago a book of pictures, a photograph album, and I have never gotten 

Judy to tell me the names of people in it. I do have it very carefully here in 
my house and that is the Young Couples’ Club. A lot of them don’t live here 

anymore.  
MICHAEL 

Well, that’s it for now. I am going to look at the transcripts, see whether 
there are things.  

MARILYN 
What holes are missing.  

MICHAEL 
Yeah. You know let me look this over.  

MARILYN 
And maybe I need to look back through the flames, but I have not done 

things I have to do with the lawyer yet. If I did anything organized, it would 
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be to take care of things I have to do for my family, but I don’t do too much 

that’s organized. 
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