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00:00:25 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is January 26th (2011). I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz 

at the Mexican Cultural Institute in La Placita Olvera in Los Angeles. Thank you so much for 

agreeing to interview with me. I want to start with your early family history, whatever you can 

tell me about your grandparents and their family history. What are your recollections?  

 

 
00:02:29 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Well, I think there's recollections and then there's just knowledge that I have afterwards, 

but that kind of sets the tone. Like both families have traced their roots quite a bit in terms of the 

European, okay, that both of them have Sephardic influence and were from northern Mexico. 

The Urias family and Terrazas, which is my mother's family, were early in the Sonora area. 

Some moved into-- the first Urias that we can recognize that we know is related-- to the Tucson 

area in 1788. Well, it was when it was a presidio, and Uriases and others that were related in the 

family were moving into Tucson, Nogales, and sometimes back and forth with parts of Sonora 

all during that time. My grandmother moved, I think, with her family as a young girl in-- no, her 

family moved into Tucson in about the early 1870s. They were the Terrazas, and she was born 

about four or five years earlier. They came over on a covered wagon. But she married an Urias, 

whose family had been there earlier, and those families were basically more merchant, artisan 

people, so they were the gentry. They became-- and from the start and later on in the Tucson 

area.  

 

My mother's grandfather, you can see a picture of him over there in the Asociación Hispano 

Americano in the 1890s, and he was a merchant. His son, Antonio, my mother's father, my 

grandfather, was also a merchant, worked for a U.S. corporation and traveled in the Southwest 

and northern Mexico selling dry goods for many, many, many years. Their family were friends 

with probably the most well known as the Ronstadt family, which was another merchant family 

in the Mexican community, and my grandmother told of, and my mother knew-- actually, in her 

generation, they would go out using the Ronstadts' wagon up into the mountains for picnics and 



what like. My grandfather, the one that you see the picture, and the other one on my mother's 

side, they were very active like in the Asociación Latino Americano, that they celebrated Cinco 

de Mayo, 16th of September, but also had the American flag, and were often working with the 

U.S. corporations and what have you, or establishing their own businesses, and I guess the 

clientele mostly Mexican, but also within a town that was both Mexican and it became 

dominated by the U.S. So there is that heritage that that family has, and they played music. They 

were very musical. Tucson, I think, is a very musical town, Linda Ronstadt and Lalo Guerrero 

and so many others. When the album came out by Linda Ronstadt, Songs My Father Taught Me, 

we gave it to my mom, and heard it and saw that it's a Ronstadt family, says, "Well, I remember 

her dad singing some of those songs. I was a freshman at Tucson-- ." (Telephone interruption; 

recorder turned off)  

 

 
00:04:51 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 
00:07:01 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. So what I was talking of, when my mom got the Songs My Father Taught Me, she talked 

about she was a freshman at Tucson High and the father was a senior and sang at some school 

assembly, and my mom said, "He was so handsome." So that's part of the Tucson kind of thing. 

None went to college, but they all established businesses. My grandmother, I think she became a 

great matriarch, actually, of the family, and she was married, I guess around the turn of the 

century, and she ended up having ten children. There was one young girl born who died right in 

the early thirties, I think, of breast cancer, and I think the first son also died of an early disease. 

And then there were four boys. No, no, four boys. I guess there were eleven kids. Four boys that 

were born, and they became basically successful in kind of merchant, advertising, art kind of 

things, and one became an industrial worker. And then four girls followed right in hand, and 

after the Depression, they came of age. So my mom was the first and only one-- well, first to go 

to college-- no, finish college. One sister started in the freshman year, but it was the Depression, 

and went to work. And they went to work-- they didn't have the money others had. I think it hit 

them harder than some in the merchant class, and there's a lot of stories about that. We don't need 

to get into it, I think. But anyway, they all went to work, and the other sisters ended up working 

in some of the stores, the big stores in Tucson that were owned by families that they knew way 

back when.  

 

But my mom was smaller, and I think she might not have been quite as attractive at that time 

because she had buckteeth that she straightened out later on. But they had a tougher time of it, 

and then from the early thirties on, my grandmother lived on into 19, I think, '75 or '76 and 



became the matriarch of the family, and there were news articles and other things that she knew. 

She's one of the first memories, of course, that I have, with a tremendous amount of dignity, of 

family spirit, a strong Catholic woman. She was older, but she obviously became-- impressed 

with her strength to have lived that long of an age with so many-- and then the family was very, 

very close together, family reunions. We were always over there for Christmas. Where we were 

fortunate my dad worked for the school, so when we were off, he was off, and we would go 

twice a year, actually, at least, to Arizona. So that is one side of the family, my mother's side, 

going back that far, and maybe I'll come back and talk more about my mom in particular a little 

bit later.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You didn't mention your grandfather.  

 

 
00:09:1000:11:12 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My grandfather Antonio, yeah. He played the flute and he traveled. He was constantly traveling 

in northern Mexico and Arizona, and he worked for-- I forget the name of the company, but it 

was in El Paso. He was apparently a very top salesman. My mom would have memories that 

every Thanksgiving, the company would send a big huge live turkey to the family that would get 

delivered, and then they'd have to cut off the head, and all of those kinds of things.  

 

My mom remembers-- she wrote memoirs, so now I can go back and read that of her early life up 

until her mid-twenties when she met my dad. So there's a lot of detail. They would have a lot of 

family get-togethers with others of the gentry playing cards, and the other older sister, my 

mother, my grandfather, that one would play the flute. My grandfather played the flute and she 

would play the piano, and after playing Canasta or different of the-- Malia (phonetic) and 

whatever games they had. My mother always said she loved to stay and watch them. Although 

they told her kids aren't supposed to be there, she was a curious type that always wanted to be 

with the adults. But she would describe the scenes that they would have during their life. I 

remember one of her memories. When the radio came, and her older brother, Antonio, he made 

the decorations for the store displays in Tucson, because they knew the families. Jácome's was 

one of the families that they were very close to, and that was a big department store in Arizona. 

We would always be there Christmas, and that was his big season, because he had the displays, 

the Christmas displays, in several of the major stores. But my mom remembered him running 

into the house one day in the late twenties and running to the radio and turning it on, and it was 

the debut of "Rhapsody in Blue," Paul Whiteman's band, and so that kind of tells you a little bit 

of the culture in the family, that they were very much into music and into the arts in that fashion. 

And my mom later became a very accomplished pianist in her schooldays and other things, and 



later on became-- one of the reasons she got her first job teaching, but I'll get back to that later.  

 

So those are some of the memories, but then the memories-- as the Depression hit and hit harder, 

it had a tremendous impact on the family. My grandfather had switched from Republican to 

Democrat because of Al Smith, because they were a very Catholic family, is what I understand, 

and so Al Smith was the first Catholic, I think, to run for president, and didn't make it. Then they 

became more and more pro-Roosevelt when he came in. But as the Depression continued, they 

began losing more and more sales, and eventually the company quit. They lost property that they 

had owned, bought a house, moved to another house, rented out the others, and the tenants 

couldn't pay after a while. There was an African American tenant here and other Latinos, and he 

wouldn't want to collect heavily from them. He wasn't a banker-- let's put it that way-- I guess. 

Then the eldest daughter died, and that hit the family very hard, and the eldest son had died, and 

then my grandfather died. And my mother described the tremendous grief. When the father died, 

they'd already had these others, and they would grieve and wear black for a year or two. That 

was the heavy-- and there was some of the culture was Like Water for Chocolate. Even the 

youngest aunt that was just younger than my sister, she stayed living with my grandmother and 

never married all those years.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can we just stop a second? Because I'm hearing a lot of noise coming from outside. (Recorder 

turned off)  

 

 
00:13:13 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. You were telling me about your--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The culture of the family. My grandmother was a great seamstress and cook and all these other 

things, and I read in my mother's memoirs how they made a lot of the clothes for the kids, and 

the tremendous things-- my mother studied my grandmother's cooking, and she's the one that 

inherited all the knowledge of the recipes and all of that for the menudo and the tamales and for 

the biscochuelos and all different kinds of things. Actually, a few years before my mother died, 



one of her older-- next-oldest sister was dying in the-- (Telephone interruption; recorder turned 

off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. You remember what you were talking about.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, let's see. I don't quite--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were talking about the culture of your family, the music, the cooking, the recipes.  

 

 
00:14:5800:17:0200:18:30 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, the culture, the music, the recipes. Oh, yeah, I was talking that I was back there about six, 

seven years ago, a couple years before my mother died, and one of her cousins came to visit, and 

her daughter had wrote up a story of the family, actually, that she printed on her own-- and it's 

really got a lot of wonderful stories in it. But they were having in there recipes, and so the one 

for biscochuelos, and they were just trying to-- they'd been trying for years to get it from my 

mother.  

 

So then one of her sisters-- and they were all there, and one was dying, and all of that. And it's 

the family history and all of that, so they got the secret, and the secret was lard, like with a lot of 

Mexican food, but it made it-- just brought out the sweetness and brought out the body and 

brought out all of those things and made it go down so well. (Laughs) But anyway, that's about 

my mother's cooking, and my grandmother's was very, very famous around her family, as well, 

in terms of those. But also the impact of the-- well, one of the things that they described, my 

mother had talked a lot about as a youngster, and it became very important for me later on when 



I refused induction, actually, when we get to that story, but she was always very bright in school, 

my mother, and I suppose the other sisters were, but she was the brightest and did really, really, 

really well, and was always qualified to get awards, but would constantly be turned down, and 

from elementary school all through all the rest of her studies, and she developed a tremendous 

sensitivity and anger, but she would work to overcome it. This went on through high school, and, 

actually, after she graduated from high school, she could get into the university but she didn't 

have the money, and then she didn't work. So she couldn't get the jobs her sister was getting, so 

she stayed out of school. She went back to high school for another year and took secretarial skills 

and other kinds of things, and finally, some of the teachers at the-- one sister was in the high 

school, one was teaching at the University of Arizona, and they helped her get in with some of 

the bills and gave her jobs to do and other things.  

 

So she went to the university during the heart of the Depression and struggled through that, but 

she remembers she would get the French Award or the Spanish Award or this or that for different 

classes. Then the next year, she would be even better, but they would give it to the white girls or 

whatever, and they say, "Well, you already had it. You already this, you already that." There was 

just constant of those kinds of things that they had to struggle with. She ended up graduating 

from the university cum laude. She remembers there were just four Mexicans in her freshman 

class. They stuck together pretty tight in those times. I think it might have grown a little bit 

afterwards. So it was a real struggle going through college at that, and the tradition in her life and 

the values that she had, along with the modernity that she had, and she later married a Protestant 

who was divorced, and she kept her Catholicism, even though they didn't want you to marry a 

divorced person. She moved to L.A., she moved all around Arizona, left the family, didn't do all 

those kinds of things.  

 

Oh, one other thing, of course, was the Catholicism in the family. I have a wonderful picture of 

my mom-- it's one of the favorites-- of one of the main churches in Tucson. I don't think it was a 

cathedral. And my grandmother and her best friend one of the weeks had, during May, decorated 

the altar to the Virgin of that church. There was a tradition to do that, and I guess for the four or 

five Sundays that particular very talented but pious ones would be chosen to do that. Anyway, it 

was very beautiful. You could see it in the picture. But somehow my mother was with these 

other kids in another room, got out and somehow ran into this little room behind the altar, behind 

the church, and got through this little door, I guess, that the janitor cleaned, and her head popped 

up right at the foot of the Virgin. So I don't know whether they snapped it accidentally. I tend to 

think no. But they took a picture, and you can look. I would take this to work with me all the 

time, because I'm not a church person, and people would see it at work, and they would think I'm 

a real religious person. And they says, "Oh, why do you have that?" when they got to know me. 

And I says, "Well, it's my favorite picture of my mom." Then you look it up, and there's this little 

brown head where I guess in Guadalupe you might see Juan Diego. But there was my mom's 

little, very dark brown face sitting right there. But that's part of the church that was so very 

strong in that family. So that's maybe a background going into my grandparents in Tucson.  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

This is your mother's parents.  

 

 
00:20:58 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My mother's, the Urias side of the family in Tucson. My grandfather also wrote his memoirs, and 

he also traced the family to some Sephardic roots in-- we're not sure whether it was Italy or 

Spain.  

 

I just forgot one thing on my mother's side. The Urias comes from-- oh, my god. I forgot. There's 

a name of the town. Uh-oh, there goes my-- I'll have to come back to this memory.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah, we can come back to it.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

But anyway, my grandfather's family, sometime early in his life, began turning towards 

Protestantism, and my grandfather later became a Methodist minister. I believe it was right after 

Juarez and maybe under Porfirio Díaz, even, when he maybe hadn't become quite as dictatorial, 

but that Protestant churches were allowed into Mexico with some of the reforms.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You're talking about Muñoz now.  

 

 
00:22:42 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The Muñoz family, yeah, the Muñoz family. That must have reached my grandfather's families 

earlier on in those periods. So in the family there were Protestants, and my grandfather 

remembers as a child in school-- and he writes in his memoirs-- how he would be going to 

school, and everybody would supposedly go to-- what do they call it? Catechism classes. My 

grandfather wouldn't go, and so he would be punished severely, corporeally, and then isolated, 

and all of this, for his beliefs.  

 

That affected me a little bit later in my life, actually, when I was living in Lincoln Heights and 

they had catechism time, and I was being raised Protestant-- and we'll come to that-- more than 

the Catholic. But when it came time to leave, I would go down to a Protestant thing, which was 

at Foursquare, I think, down the street from our school. But all the kids were going to catechism, 

so, hey, that was maybe the only Mexican in the group that went to-- so I said, "I want to go to 

catechism," and my dad wouldn't let me. Supposedly, we were being raised in both, to go to 

both. But I think going back to what-- my father didn't go for that, and so I never got to go to 

catechism. But I think that goes back to this experience of my grandfather, in particular, that he 

had. Later on, he writes of the discrimination that there was after he became a minister. There 

would be towns in northern Mexico that he would go into and try to begin a ministry, and the 

priests would be organizing to set them up to get beaten up or killed in a couple of places. So that 

was part of that experience.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did he ever get hurt as an adult?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not that I recall, that he was not-- but it was not safe during the revolution, and that's one of 

the reasons that they came north. But a lot of people also moved north. My grandfather, I don't 

know what his earlier career was. I'll have to go back and read his memoirs, but he did have a job 

in the Madero administration right when it started. He must have been very young, in his 

twenties. When that was over, he decided to enter the ministry, and he went to a school to be 

educated for the ministry. I think it was in San Luis Potosi.  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, I'm going to pause it a second. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 
00:25:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

He was at the seminary, or I don't know if they called it a seminary, but a training.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Your father.  

 

 
00:27:5300:29:2100:31:4000:34:12 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My grandfather, my grandfather, Esau Muñoz. He was a twin. They were attached and they cut 

them apart, and one was Saul, Esau, Israel, was it? Anyway, in the Bible. But anyway, my 

grandfather was a very bright man, and later on he became a Mason, and later on in life became 

one of the top levels of the Masons and was a poet. But there, while he was there-- and we have a 

picture, actually, before they knew-- well, to be his wife, who was an orphan from Michoacán. I 

happen to think she probably had the most indigenous background, but I don't know anything 

about that family. But they came together there, and she was learning to be a teacher, because it 

was also a Normal School for the women. So apparently a romance started there in that school, 

and they got married. Then one of the first assignments that my grandfather had was in a town in 

Nuevo León, and that's where my father was born in 1913, the oldest of their family. I think there 

was two more, maybe a third. I'm not sure. There was my dad. It was almost like my mom's 



family, but then there were like four girls after that and then two guys. The women became 

teachers. The youngest one, I think she went to become a teacher, but she married a teacher, and 

the others were teachers, one stayed in Arizona and two that came here to California and 

eventually became-- they all stayed within the Methodist Church as well. And one of the younger 

sons became a minister, a Methodist minister. I believe the youngest son went to the university 

for a while, but dropped out. Anyway, so the only one that didn't make it through college, I 

believe, in their family of Esau.  

 

Anyway, they were there-- and my grandfather, I think, was teaching in a number of places both 

in Nuevo León, but also in Coahuila and Torreon and in-- como se llama-- Saltillo, Saltillo, the 

capital, and maybe another place, but he was in three or four different places. He had relatives 

and others that were very good in accounting and other things, so there was some that had some 

professional kind of background. Another was-- one of his older brothers was a factory worker. 

Well, I won't go into that. Well, there's a story in a book that came out by Rudy Acuña that was 

about, actually, the strike that was in Fresno back in the thirties, where they got very violent. It 

was the biggest strike back there, was communist organizers and thousands and thousands on 

strike, and they repressed it and killed four Mexican workers, and Acuña traces back what the 

history of people is. It's a book that talks about how it wasn't peasants that really came and led 

the immigration; it was more industrial workers or workers in factories and all of that.  

 

So Rudy was tracking back to this town that this guy was from, and then he heard that in my 

grandfather's memoirs, his older brother was working in one of those, at one of those factories. 

So he wrote us, and we sent him copies, or I forgot. Anyway, though, he found another source 

that directly mentions both the particular person that was killed that had their background in that 

same factory. So we didn't make a footnote in the book, but it helped him get to that. But I think 

some of the point is that following the movement of Mexicans both through the revolution and 

through others, the Methodist Church, which was, even in Mexico, run by the U.S. Methodist 

Church, eventually he moved in 1918 to the United States. They crossed the border on Armistice 

Day, November 11th, so you always remember that 1918, and my dad was five years old at the 

time. His sister, Lucinda, who was born in Mexico also, was a couple years younger, and 

Rebecca, who was Felix's mother, also was born there. They went into West Texas, and I forget-- 

Marfa is one of the towns I remember, but there was four or five towns that they went to in 

Texas, and in Texas it turns out they didn't have either almost nothing or no education for 

Mexicans. There was separate schools, segregated schools for African Americans and whites, 

probably neither one that good, but there was nothing for Mexicans. But my grandmother and 

grandfather could teach, and I guess part of their thing was don't trust the priest. You read the 

Bible on your own. And also provided the service of educating kids, and then creating a 

community feeling, too, as well.  

 

So they were traveling through many different towns as my father was growing up, and they 

were homeschooled through this whole thing that they were doing. So my dad was reading books 

in English, mostly in Spanish, but also in English till he was ten years old and they moved to 

Arizona. Then in Arizona, they moved about to many mining schools, Miami and Superior, Ray, 

Arizona, and whatever I could get-- look in the memoirs and see the listing of all the different 

towns-- and eventually moved into Phoenix. Later on, my grandfather was in Flagstaff and for a 

while later on in San Fernando, and then back to Phoenix again. My dad graduated from Phoenix 



Union High School. So we ended up having family in Tucson and in Phoenix, with tremendous 

roots both in Mexico but also in the United States itself, and I think my father's family, relating 

through the Methodist Church, had this experience with an American institution, as well, in 

terms of their education and probably had more access because of the city fathers or the towns 

that they were in tended to be Protestant and probably some Ku Klux Klan or whatever for those 

times, that you related-- there were those kinds of relations, and then through the Masons, I 

imagine, with my grandfather. So there were those things, both those kind of connections, I 

think, in both families that come in. I was not aware of these kinds of things, although my 

grandfather's house, there was a room where he had his study. There was an outhouse that was 

shambles, really, but he had a separate building there. He had all his Mason stuff and all that, and 

there was a sword. We didn't look at the other stuff. We always wanted to see this sword. We 

would sneak in there when we weren't supposed to, and all of those kinds of things.  

 

But so we had in Arizona and all my life, then, with every vacation, we were back to Phoenix 

and back to Tucson, and would be having family come over and stay, cousins or whatever, and 

cousins go back. And then later on in the mid fifties-- and maybe we'll get back to that-- we 

began traveling in Mexico. As my grandfather was getting older-- and starting in the mid fifties, 

we would start traveling down to Torreón and other places near Monterrey and start meeting the 

family on that side. So even that grew into something very significant. So we were always 

having also this relationship with family that went back, both in Mexico and here, and very tied 

both to U.S. institution and Mexican family. I think there's a strong relationship there. And my 

grandparents, they both were-- in the families in the house, everybody was raised speaking 

Spanish primarily, but they all could do the English, too, speak English, and could read and 

write. My grandmother could read and write in English, my mother's mother, and the others 

could as well, but they didn't prefer to do that. My grandfather, he was, of course, skilled in all 

the different kinds of languages, but he preached in Spanish. He was a Spanish-speaking 

preacher.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

His ministry was principally in Spanish, I'm assuming.  

 

 
00:37:0200:38:5900:41:3900:43:47 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, almost entirely, really, yeah. So those were those experiences. My dad, I think he caught 

up in school within half a year, all the grades that he supposedly missed, and then he was being 

educated in all of these different towns as they were moving through, but they were also, I guess, 

educating people within the church thing. And Protestant and Catholic he got to know as I guess 

he grew older, so that when he graduated from Phoenix Union, I guess there was a statewide 



contest, and my dad won the statewide award for history, U.S. history. Can you imagine this 

immigrant kid coming over there and then winning the statewide award?  

 

And they had a team. There was attributions, I think, at the ASU, which my dad went on to 

Tempe later on, that he started this YMCA group, basketball team that called themselves the 

United Mexicans. So I thought that, so I think when my dad's memorial, I think I mentioned it. 

Then one of his buddies from way back then was there, and he came up, "He didn't organize the 

team; I did." (Laughs) But he explained to me. It didn't matter to me. But he explained to me that 

the reason they were called United Methodist is that this was the Protestant Church's league, 

okay, so there were all the white Protestants, and they probably were pretty big and larger-size 

congregations than the Mexican ones. So the Baptist and Presbyterians and Methodists, and 

those were the three that stuck the most together in Mexico, and then they're sometimes 

interchangeable in terms of people would go to one or another depending on the time, so they 

were a united team drawing their players from all the different denominations, so that's why they 

called themselves United Mexicans. But actually, they had stringers which came from the 

Durazo (phonetic) family, whom they had met in Ray, Arizona, and they younger brother-- there 

were two that came and played-- actually ended up going to the U of A and met my mother, 

knew my mother over there. My youngest brother married their oldest daughter, and so they're 

still married. Anyway, but they were the Catholic side, which shows the ecumenicity, I guess, of 

some of that.  

 

So my dad, though, during the Depression, went to junior college. He couldn't afford it. And then 

he was working. He had two big paper routes, two of the biggest. One of his friend stated-- that 

particular friend, he had the one in the red light district, and he got all kinds of customers. But he 

worked his way through there, and he was helping the family, because he was the oldest son and 

it was the Depression. Everybody was suffering, but ministers in Mexican Methodist churches 

didn't make a whole lot. They didn't have very rich people in their churches. But anyway, then he 

eventually went to ASU and did well there, and then went on to Tempe, which was the Teachers 

College then, later became Arizona State, and then Arizona State University, I guess his last two 

years. Then he could have gone on to the University of Chicago, but again, the economics of the 

family and all of that, being the eldest son and other things. Gosh, I forgot. I'll just go on and say 

when he went on, he went out and worked, and I think he worked selling things or working on 

credit, looking for different jobs, and finally went back to become a teacher at ASU, and while 

he was there as a graduate student, organized a student group called Los Conquistadores. I found 

out later-- he never told me about this. There were others involved, but when you read the kind 

of things, it was him and his sisters that helped write the bylaws and they went traveling around 

raising money and different other things, and it became a large group that lasted, actually, into 

the fifties there at ASU, and it was related to the Mexican American Movement, which Felix's 

father was very involved with, my cousin Felix. You know Felix.  

 

Anyway, that was very tied to that movement that was very strong in Southern California, and 

they wanted to be called, I believe, Mexican American Movement. From what I understand, 

though, they were not allowed to use the term "Mexican American," so they chose "Los 

Conquistadores," and Los Conquistadores were here before the whites. So anyway, that was 

organized into a strong group. Then my dad, once he got his degree, became-- he immediately 

got a job-- no, no, no, no. He got his degree, and he couldn't, first off, teach because he was a 



Mexican citizen, and they didn't allow that in Arizona. But at this time, I guess around '37 or '38, 

1937, '38, a small town, St. Johns, Arizona, right near the New Mexico border, about two-thirds 

north from the border in Arizona, somehow or other-- a Mormon-controlled town of a few 

thousand people, two or three thousand people-- somehow or other, Mexican Americans got 

control of the school board and they decided they wanted to hire Mexican teachers, or Spanish-

speaking, bilingual teachers. So they went out to hire Mexican American teachers. Some people 

that my dad knew-- he couldn't start off-- so he became a social worker in that area, to go out and 

recruit. Also it turned out after they saw that they were going to have a pretty good response, 

they decided they wanted to have a kindergarten for the younger, and so they were looking-- and 

first grade, and so they wanted to add one more teacher.  

 

Then apparently one of the leading figures that was pushing for this, a white woman that owned 

the boardinghouse or hotel and general store in the town, told this guy that sold educational 

materials around the state, "Well, when you're next in Tucson, I want you to go there and look 

for somebody that's a teacher, that's Mexican American, that's graduated, and that can play the 

piano or play the organ," because the Catholic church needed an organ, and I guess this woman 

was-- that was her church or for some reason, they wanted that. And it was very fortunate that 

she told this guy, because they had sent out advertisements looking, and they weren't sent-- my 

mother, who had graduated, wanted to be a teacher. They never told her that these people were 

looking for teachers. So this guy went down to Tucson and apparently was looking around, and 

he found out about a Mexican American young woman who played the piano well, who had 

graduated from the university. So that's how my mom found out about the job, and she didn't-- 

for months and months and months later, didn't know the whole story about the Placement 

Center at the university didn't do anything. And this is someone that graduated cum laude they 

didn't refer to a job. I think the excuse when somebody checked back, "Oh, well, she wanted to 

teach in higher grades, not the kindergarten." (Laughs) So my mom describes going up-- it was 

like a first time really on her own leaving, and she was in her twenties. Shows you how tight-knit 

that family was and how women had to get permission and all these kinds of things, and she 

went on her own up to Tucson. She tells the story in her memoirs of how she's up there and they 

learn to test the kids on capabilities. Actually, my dad's master's thesis was on developing 

education for Mexican Americans and developing ways of measuring their intelligence and 

aptitudes from another language and into English and all of those kinds of things, applying 

whatever knowledge that there was at that time. Now this woman's going to be writing a book, 

and she did her dissertation on some of these things. (Interruption)  
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Okay, I'm going to pause it again. (Recorder turned off)  
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Okay.  
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Well, my mother describes a lot of that, so that they had all these tests and got ready to get the 

kids, and also that more and more students were coming. Well, my dad was the social worker 

working with a lot of the families, and he was bringing the kids into the schools. She describes a 

little bit of that, but it's only in passing, because she didn't know my dad all that well at that time. 

They were just different people that were meeting at that time. But the place grew, and the kids-- 

at the end of the year, they tested the kids, and they had advanced more than the average all the 

way around in the-- all the parents were proud to have this kind of a school, and all these kinds 

of things. So at the end of the school year, this traveling educational-materials guy came into 

town to see how it went, and he says, "Oh, good." And then he looks at the classrooms, and 

they're all really nice and kept up and everything. He says, "Oh, I know what I want to do. I'd 

like to see the bathrooms," he says. So they said, "Oh, okay."  

 

So they take him, and they're sparkling clean as well, because that's how the teachers were and 

my mom was like that and the parents and all the kids were, and the guy just kind of-- my mom 

just told it in a way-- she's talking about the attitudes and the racism that was-- this guy had 

helped, okay, and he made the connection with all of the-- but those were-- that's what the 

woman that probably was in charge of buying the supplies was telling him to do, so he did it. But 

anyway, that's kind of a story. Now, one of the stories I don't know a whole lot of-- and my older 

brother and sister know a little bit more, but my dad married at that time while he was going to 

school and had a daughter, and when he wanted to go out to St. Johns, the wife did not want to 

go. The story that I've heard was that her mother didn't want her to leave Phoenix, and my dad 

wanted to go, and then I suppose he just said, "Well, I'm going to go, and if you don't come with 

me, then that's it," because that was, I guess, his motivation. I don't know. I want to kind of find 

out, but how can you ever know? I kind of think that might be part of the reason they don't-- I 

didn't learn some of this history later on. But in any event, he did, and in the first year-- you can 

read my mom's memoirs. He was around, and there were some of the other guys and whatever, 

and he was a nice person and all of that. But the second year, he was a principal, he'd gotten 

naturalized, and apparently, maybe he'd gotten divorced, because somewhere earlier in that thing 

he starts coming around more with his friend. One of his younger sisters, my mother writes how 

she really was happy, because my mom didn't feel prepared, she writes, to teach kindergarten and 

to teach the early years. She was preparing to teach older, and in terms of languages and stuff, 

because she had won awards in Spanish and English and even-- and all of that for the university. 

So that's, I guess, where she might have been looking.  

 

But anyway, at the beginning, my Aunt Lucinda was very friendly, but at some point turned-- 

didn't like her. Then her roommate, then they were kind of ignoring my mom. But it's also the 

same time my dad was coming around more. Anyway, so you kind of get that kind of thing. But 



something was happening, at least on my dad's side. But come that Christmas, lo and behold, my 

mom's out there with her mom and everybody, and in Tucson, and all of a sudden, a knock 

comes, and it's my dad and one of his good friends, his closest friend, and they were traveling. 

Said, "We're traveling all around Arizona to raise money and to get scholarships and to recruit 

kids." And they were on their way to Douglas and Bisbee and probably not Tombstone, because 

I don't-- but anyway, out in that part of southeast Arizona. So there they were right around 

Christmas, and my dad gives my mom a present, okay, and it's one of those Brownie cameras. 

What was the company? Real nice camera.  
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Kodak?  
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Kodak camera.  
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Polaroid?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it wasn't Polaroid at that time. That's the forties. Once you see all the pictures we have, 

you'll see that my mom loved photographs, and it goes way back. Anyway, they go back and I 

guess they leave. My dad has a car, so my grandmother always wants him around to run errands, 

and my mom's a little upset, but she's probably upset because my grandmother is-- but then they 

come back, I guess, around New Year's.  

 

So my dad happens to be around in New Year's, and so there's this big dance that everybody goes 

to, and the whole family goes, she and her younger sister and other friends. Everybody goes to 



this dance, so my dad drives them in the car. Then something happens to my mom's dress at the 

dance, so what can she do? Well, she has to go change. So my dad gives her a ride, and her mom 

agrees and all of that. They get the thing, they're coming, and as they're driving back, you hear 

all the firecrackers and stuff, and they're stopped, and then my dad kisses my mom. She says, 

well, she didn't know, but he'd been so nice and everything else, and then they kissed. Then she 

says, "I was like I was walking on air." And a couple more little entries in her memoirs and she 

stops, because we don't hear the rest of that. But that's where my parents met, in this school that 

opened up to have Mexican American teachers and let them run the show. So that's an 

experience, and they were there for a while. My mom enjoyed that teaching quite a bit. But then 

the war was coming on and then came, and eventually my dad got a job working for the 

government, and it was a civilian job at first. I think he was reading letters-- it was intelligence 

work-- from Mexico and other places. I guess they were looking for right-wing stuff and left-

wing stuff. So I guess they were out in Bisbee or whatever. My oldest sister, Maria-- they waited. 

Well, hold on. I'm going ahead of myself. From what I understand, they waited a little while 

trying to get some kind of absolution or whatever from the Catholic Church and even had written 

Rome, I heard, at one point. I don't know if it's all true. Some cousin was mentioning something. 

Anyway, but then they decided they were going to get married anyway and eloped in New 

Mexico in 1940. So they were married in August of 1940 probably a year and a half after that 

kiss or whatever.  

 

Anyway, my oldest sister was born in January of 1942, and then my oldest brother was born in 

December of 1942, Maria Rosalia and Ricardo, and it turned out Ricardo was not named after-- 

didn't have my father's first name. Well, actually, he didn't have his father's first name either. But 

her next oldest sister had had a child that died, and it turned out she couldn't have any more 

children, so they named my older brother after that child, Ricardo. Anyway, so they were born, 

and my mother stayed mostly during the war-- eventually, my dad went overseas in the Navy and 

was doing intelligence work there during the war, and it was quite an experience for him. He was 

in the Philippines and other places. He liked the Navy. He made a change in his mind, and I don't 

know why, that he wanted to go into social work rather than education. He started to get a whole 

new career, in a sense, over there. I don't get why, but maybe he just saw that education isn't the 

only answers, isn't the only problems that Mexican Americans have, and that there are other 

ways of relating. I know that he was a liberal, and I guess you could say all these opportunities, I 

think, were related to the New Deal era. But he was never a Left person. In fact, at one point, I 

was already in the Communist Party. He'd mentioned when he was at school and he knew there 

were communists, they had their clubs, so he kind of disparagingly-- so probably a lot of his 

activism was also counter or definitely not communist. And I know my grandfather was-- 

because I could see in some of his materials that he left anti-communist tracts that they had in 

Spanish to give out to things. So there was maybe some of that. But also I know my dad was not 

anti-communist, because I think he did not want to sign the-- what do you call it-- loyalty oaths 

and stuff when he came to California.  

 

But be that as it may, my dad was in the war, my mother stayed with her mother in Tucson 

raising those two young kids, and there was a whole family. There's all kinds of wonderful 

photos. But also would go to my father's parents and visit and take the children, and she became 

friends with her in-laws during that time as well, and there were ties that were made that way, 

which was a little different than some of the experiences. So when the war was over, my dad got 



a job in Tucson teaching at Safford. I guess that's an elementary school in Tucson. But he was 

wanting to go do social work, and there was an opportunity that opened up in Flagstaff, Arizona, 

for social work, so he decides to go. Apparently, Wilson Riles was related to that. Wilson Riles 

later became a Superintendent of Public Instructions in California, elected in 1970. He was the 

first black to hold that, maybe the only black to hold that position. But anyway, I suppose he was 

doing something in terms of getting social work, adoption work, and stuff going in northern 

Arizona at that time. But anyway, my dad had that opportunity. Maybe back in the nineties 

sometime, my mom was kind of talking about my dad's stubbornness. She complained that she 

had always wanted to have one of her children born in Tucson, but when he made that decision, I 

was already on the way, because I was born nine months and a few days after he got back from 

the South Pacific. So I was born in Flagstaff, Arizona.  

 

My dad was moving on to a career, and at that time I guess he began writing to go and get a 

master's in Arizona, because I have letters and things of his. He applied to go to the school here 

in USC, to the School of Social Work, and eventually got in. It's really nice to read some of this 

where he talks about his background. That's how I know some of it. He's raising his family and 

all of these kinds of things, and he was thinking about coming back to Arizona to do the work. 

But he was accepted at USC, I imagine, on the G.I. Bill as well, and so I was one year old and 

we moved from Flagstaff to Los Angeles. We ended up living in a house over by Fifth Street and 

Rowan, and, actually, it was in the back house of a woman who was the aunt of my uncle, Felix 

Gutierrez, who had been very active in the Mexican American Movement, was the editor of their 

newspaper and was an artist and was very active in working with Mexican American youth, both 

in terms of education and other kinds of things. He and my dad were very close. He married my 

Aunt Rebecca. So we had a house, I guess-- it had to be pretty quick-- the back house in East 

L.A. I have pictures of my brother's fourth birthday, and we're in Laguna Park on the swings and 

playing, and we have white kids that were there that were neighbors and stuff, because it wasn't 

the ninety-some percent that it became in the fifties and sixties and 1970s at that point. My older 

brother and sister went to Rowan Avenue School, and it's kind of funny, at the same time, 

probably in one of their classes was Richard Estrada, who's a priest over here, a very activist 

priest here at La Placita Church. But anyway, and then after, in 1948, we moved about a mile 

away to the Maravilla Housing Projects--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to stop the recorder and change the battery, so I'm going to pause it. (Recorder turned 

off)  

 

 
01:02:58 
 

ESPINO: 



 

Okay, we're back.  
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So at that time-- well, right then after a year in Los Angeles, more or less, we moved into the 

Maravilla Housing Projects, which was a step up from where we were before, and it had, I think, 

more room. It's where my first memories come from. But there's only a few that I have. There's 

things that I can infer that I think are important there. We did have white neighbors that became 

quite friendly with my mom, and for years, and still I think my sister's in touch with some of 

them. And we stayed in touch with the Jensen (phonetic) family that were Danish, and one of the 

sons was a surfer. They would babysit sometimes for us, and my sister got close to the one that 

was a-- my older sister, to the babysitter, and my mom stayed close with the mom for a long 

time. I don't know if I really remember, but I saw photographs, and I'm trying to find the 

photographs. We were there when it snowed in L.A., in Maravilla, which was a big event. We 

lived there till 1950, and the memories I have were of going to the Floral Drive-In and seeing 

Mexican movies, in particular. I think I remember hearing the song, "Gavilán, gavilán, gavilán," 

doo doo doo, doo doo doo, but that might be another memory. But that's what I associate with 

going to the Floral Drive-In, which was just half a mile or a quarter of a mile away from where 

we were in the projects. I remember going one Christmastime, if not more, and I don't know if it 

was Whittier or Brooklyn-- we were closer to Brooklyn-- and going window-shopping and 

looking in the windows, and there were TVs inside and there was a loudspeaker on the outside 

for the window shoppers to look in and hear the TVs that were inside and that you were looking 

at. And of course, we wanted TV, and we didn't get a TV while we were living there, that I can 

recall, because I think I remember us getting one in Lincoln Heights years later.  

 

I think my dad worked doing work, I think, in adoptions after he got his master's, and then got a 

job with the schools in school social work, which was as what they would call a truant officer, I 

guess, and he actually stayed in that department for his whole career. But if you remember from 

that story before, that is getting kids into the school. They were not in before. He did his Ph.D. 

years later that he got in 1957 from USC on dropouts, high school dropouts. Oh, the other 

memories from Maravilla then. Another one was hearing about White Fence and Maravilla 

having wars, gang wars, these older guys, and somewhere I think I remember somebody saying, 

"And they have machine guns that they got from the war." And off in the hills, you know, right 

up behind Maravilla going up to where I guess now the sheriffs, the jail is, and all of that. I just 

can imagine now, but it's just a very-- those are just the first memories that I have, and little 

stories that they tell, I guess, in Flagstaff and other places. One of the things I was notorious for 

as a kid was that when I was finished with a bottle, which were glass, I would just throw it out 

because I wanted another one. (Laughs) Anyway, so that was me, always making a mess, 

Rosalio, and always wanting something oral. (Laughter) And that's me too.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me ask you. You were young, quite young, when you lived in the Maravilla Housing 

Projects, but do you remember anything about what they looked like, or can you describe maybe-

-  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I have pictures, so, I mean, I could show you. But they were like nice courts, one floor.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you all live in the same room?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, there must have been at least two bedrooms, if not a third one, but I do not remember. My 

younger brother was born in October of 1948, so I have no memory of whether we felt 

overcrowded or not, but then as soon as my dad got his second degree and was established, I 

guess, at the Board of Education in 1950, we bought a home in Lincoln Heights on Avenue 23. 

My Uncle Felix was already moved into there and had been working, that I know, at the 

Methodist church in Lincoln Heights, the white Methodist church, English-speaking, Asbury 

Methodist Church, and was working with youth in sports and other young men at that time. My 

cousin Felix, remember somewhere around that period, his dad was going to USC, and so he 

took Felix to go see the classes. The first class they go and open the door and look into, and 

there's my dad there. So in a way, there's like higher education, whatever, was in the family.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



Do you remember what it was like for your family to live in the housing projects? Was it 

something that-- because that was public assistance at the time, wasn't it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Well, no, I don't think it was public assistance.  
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Like it is today. It was different?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no. But, see, you've got to remember the history of L.A. One of the first big fights Roybal 

got into was fighting for-- they tried to outlaw public housing. That's how they didn't build in 

Chavez Ravine. They didn't want that. Public housing was something that didn't have an onus on 

it at that time, but that with the campaigns of the fifties that the L.A. Times led. That became a 

thing. In fact, I think we were lucky to get in. Maybe my dad, because he was a veteran, was able 

to get into public housing. How's that? (Laughs) And because he was a veteran, probably, and 

the fights that Mexican Americans did, was able to get a house once the-- because they were just 

opening them up in the parts of Lincoln Heights where they had-- not the gentleman's agreement. 

They called that the realtor's kind of understanding that some places you rent, you sell to blacks 

or whatever. I forget what it's called right now.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Right. The word escapes me as well, but yes.  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It's escaped me, too, and you're younger than me. (Laughs) But anyway, the compacts that they 

had amongst realtors, and they were just opening up in Lincoln Heights.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Like covenants.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Covenants, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Is that what it is?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, restrictive covenants.  
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Restrictive covenants.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There you go. See, you're the young one. So anyway, so we moved into Lincoln Heights, and 

that'd obviously be a larger place. When I was five-- just one other memory about East L.A. and 

Whittier Boulevard. I remember when I went out to UCLA my sophomore year, because I lived 

with my-- anyway, I was charged with a good friend, Doug Smith, actually, from the Times. We 

were going to be roommates, and so I was going to find the place, and I couldn't find a place. 

Then all of a sudden, I'm looking on Wilshire Boulevard and I start thinking about it in terms of 

Whittier Boulevard, and I confuse them, because when I was a young kid, the fancy place was 

Whittier Boulevard, which on the east side is between 7th and 6th Streets or whatever and on the 

west side is Wilshire. Of course, they're much, much different, Whittier Boulevard in East L.A. 

and Westwood Boulevard in the mid sixties. Of course, it's even more different now than it was. 

But that's something in my mind that just stuck with me from East L.A. Then later on, I 

remember when we lived in Lincoln Heights, we would go back. There was a guy that sold 

shoes, a Jewish guy, on Brooklyn Avenue, and he had one of those machines you could look in 

and get the x-ray or whatever it was, and you could look through the shoe and see where your 

toes were, and that told your parents that that was the shoe to get for you. Anyway, I have that 

memory of the Maravilla area. Then I have some memories that there were a mean element, 

which were poor people and the guys in the gangs. It was just around, but that wasn't the 

atmosphere that there were in the projects. That was the exception. It was there, but it was not 

part of it, and I have that kind of-- just some memories vague in my mind at that time.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Do you think your parents liked living there? Was that a good experience for the family?  
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Well, I think it was a tough time. My mom, I remember, was going out and working for part of 

that time, so maybe they were working to save to get a down payment or whatever. They were 

young, there were three kids, my dad was always in college, so I don't know. I think they really 

wanted to have a house. My mother had always had a house and her mother had always had a 

house, and now they're finally going to sell the last house they had for fifty-some years in 

Tucson because the last of that generation just passed away at ninety-nine, my mother's older 

sister. So I imagine it was pretty busy. So I don't know whether they liked living there or didn't 



like living there, and my memory is kind of hard, but it's only until we're in Lincoln Heights that 

I get more memories of things and family activities and other things of traveling to Arizona, of 

people that we knew in the neighborhood, the school, the playing out and all of those things. 

Actually, Lincoln Heights, for most of my life from when I was five till I was ten, that was like, 

in some ways, the best years of my life. It was our "little rascal" years. My brother was kind of 

the leader of our group of kids in that area, which wasn't the case once we moved to Highland 

Park. There were always kids around, white and Chicano, that were part of our coterie of kids 

that all ran together and all of that.  

 

So that later on, life in Highland Park, which was basically a white section-- we called it patty 

(phonetic) sections. The schools over there were "patty" schools. There we didn't have that at all. 

My mother was in the PTAs at-- I think she got involved in the PTAs in East L.A., but when we 

got to Lincoln Heights, my uncle's family was there, the Gutierrezes, my cousin Felix and Gail, 

and later Lorraine. My mother had a friend that was in Lincoln Heights, and it's really funny how 

these things come together. She actually was a neighbor that I think my mother mentions in the 

memoirs, but she didn't know all that well, but someone that was not a Catholic that would walk 

by their house on the way to her house after school, and all of that, that she knew. This woman 

was a Methodist, and she also knew my dad and their family. So here we move into Lincoln 

Heights and she's involved in the PTA, and actually was the Garcia family. The father was a TV 

repairman in the neighborhood, and their oldest son, David, was one of the main people making 

the film of the moratorium on Requiem 29, which of all coincidences. They stayed good friends, 

and she was involved in the PTA in the schools in Lincoln Heights. My mother became president 

of the PTA there and then later on at Nightingale Junior High, where my older brother and sister 

went. So I knew the principal, and actually, I was just looking through some of my stuff and I 

saw the principal in the elementary school sent me a letter of congratulations when I graduated 

from high school. So my mom was friends with that, so it was a much different kind of 

experience that I had in school than maybe others did. So I don't know. I can go on at length. I 

don't know how long we're going to go on Lincoln Heights or how to handle the time-wise.  
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I think we'll go for about fifteen more minutes, for an hour and a half. But, yeah, just to get 

maybe a little bit more detail about the Lincoln Heights neighborhood, about the ethnic makeup, 

can you talk a little bit about that?  
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Yeah. In Lincoln Heights on the street we lived on-- we were on Avenue 23, and they make a 

"Y." You have Pasadena Avenue that runs by, and on the corner of Pasadena Avenue and 



Avenue 23 you have the fire department. Then Avenue 23 and 24 come together, and on the 

corner of Avenue 24 was a cleaners, actually was the Chinese laundry back then. They were 

Chinese. And in the middle of that was a Board of Education building. I think it was a wood 

building, three storeys, and a parking lot that they have that was paved-gravel kind of paved. 

Anyway, that's important because we played there all the time. Then they both come into-- and 

right where the last house on Avenue 23, and then where the "Y" meets, and it goes on a few 

houses down to Broadway, North Broadway in Lincoln Heights. And that's the commercial 

section of Lincoln Heights, but we had this kind of area between Broadway and the fire station, 

and that's where we played out on the street and out in the parking lot, baseball and football and 

all kinds of things. There were whites and there were Mexicans. There was another Mexican 

family that was a homeowner. Others were renters. There was an Italian family that we knew 

later and bought a house in Lincoln Heights right down the street from us. So there were 

Mexican renters and a couple of homeowners, my father and this other very stern kind of a guy. 

Then there were some white renters, poor. Then across the street, there was this guy, older white 

guy, Charlie Mutherhed, and he hated us. If a football or a baseball landed in his yard, boy, we'd 

never get it back. One time I remember he came in and he started telling off my mother, because 

ours was the place everybody hung out, all the kids, Okies and other Chicanos, and occasionally 

there was Asian. He came to tell my mother that we were bringing the neighborhood down, and 

she stood up to him and told him off.  

 

One time in that area, I guess we got a cop, and later people told me, years, years later, that he 

was a Chicano cop and he was the meanest cop in Hollenbeck, okay. But here was another white 

cop came one time, and we were scared of cops. But this cop came when this guy Charlie had 

called him about we're playing ball and he had our ball. He said, "Well, you better give the ball 

back to those kids. You should be helping these kids." It was a funny experience to have, and he 

told that guy off. But one of the things I remember, we'd play in that schoolyard and we'd play 

softball and we'd play touch football and all of those things. We had an older friend who lived a 

street back, Richard Loya (phonetic), and he was bigger than all the rest of them, but he was 

mentally challenged. My brother kept friends with him a long time. He was the biggest one, and 

one time he hit a ball and it broke the softball and it broke a window in the properties. I 

remember we'd be playing there late, sometimes into the evening and cops would come by, and 

we'd just run. We had this thing. Cops, you have to run away from cops, although I had not had 

any experiences myself that were negative with cops, but that was what the neighborhood feeling 

was about cops, and it became very deep-seated. I remember when Antonio Villaraigosa won for 

mayor and we were up at this celebration at this place up across the freeway, and there's just this 

huge, huge, huge celebration, and they played all the international things of this diverse 

community and all that. Then they got around to the mariachis and Los Laureles and the crowd 

went wild, and then that Mexican pride came out and I started to cry. I said, "Why did I have to 

grow up as a kid scared of the cops?" It was that kind of a feeling you got in the neighborhood, 

and it wasn't really my direct experience, it was the neighborhood experience.  

 

Of course, these were the years of the McCarthy era, of mass deportations, of all kinds of right-

wing politics that were overcoming the New Deal here in L.A. that was happening. Bloody 

Sunday was happening just down the street about four or five blocks away from where we lived, 

and then they were holding people in Elysian Park a mile away. I don't remember those things 



being referred to or talked about, but that's what was going on in Los Angeles right in the area 

we were living in.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So your parents didn't come home and talk about politics or current events or the news or that 

kind of thing?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not really, not at that time, because my dad was going to school, because after he got his 

master's, he started going to get a Ph.D. He was teaching. He was teaching English, then later 

started teaching in colleges and other times, and my mom was raising four kids, and then all the 

kids in the neighborhood and then cousins and other things. Felix tells me that they would go 

out-- he remembers how his parents-- my cousin Felix, his mother and father, who were teachers, 

and my dad would go out to meetings of Mexican Americans. Some of them might have been 

CSO. I have one memory of my dad going out and, I believe, working for Roybal, walking 

precincts, leaving late at night. What I do remember is that my dad was a staunch Democrat. So 

towards the end, I think I watched-- I believe it was-- we hadn't quite moved. I watched the 

Democrat Convention in 1956 just before we moved from Lincoln Heights. He was always, of 

course, for school bonds. He worked for the schools and he believed in the schools and 

education.  

 

I remember this one time we had a guy that was the nearest my age on our blocks who their 

family were renters, the dad worked for the city, and I remember him. He and his wife, the 

Marquez (phonetic) family, they lived in the back house of the houses right in front of ours, and 

their son, Sammy. The father worked for the city, and he says, "Well, I look like Robert 

Mitchum, but you know what? I'm just a ditch digger," he would say. But Sammy, I remember 

we were sitting on the curb there in the neighborhood and I'm asking him a question, and the 

question was, "Who's smarter, my grandfather or President Eisenhower?" And he knew enough 

to say my grandfather, because I was a little bigger than him. (Laughter) Which tells you what I 

thought of my grandfather and what I thought of the Republicans. (Laughter) So I don't know 

how much they discussed it. What I remember of things in Lincoln Heights is that on Saturdays-- 

and this went on for the rest of-- even when we were in Highland Park, on Saturdays my dad 

would go shop at the Grand Central Market, okay, and somewhere along the line, we started 

going with him. Maybe my older brother went first. I remember all three of us. Then we would 

be carrying bags back and my dad would have a whole bunch of bags, and then my older brother 

would have a little bit, would have less, but would have more than what I had, and my younger 

brother was struggling, too, but it was a point of pride to do that. When we got home, then he 



would begin-- I know it happened in Highland Park, but maybe it was in-- he would start peeling 

off some of the chilies and tomatoes and my mom would bake and make the salsa for the week 

following up that, because you'd get mostly produce, and the best produce, at the Grand Central. 

That was part of the thing. Then we'd sit down and we'd watch college football. My dad was 

going to ‘SC, so we were ‘SC fans, and we were also Navy fans because of the war. My dad 

liked sports. Both my mom and dad really liked sports, although my dad hurt himself in the 

Navy, tore some ligaments in the shoulder, and he couldn't play, so he didn't go out and play with 

us. But he remembered sports. He could tell you all about Babe Ruth or Bronko Nagurski, 

because he was an immigrant, but he was like that, so he won the history award. So we would be 

watching, but I remember that we'd be watching the Saturday night fights or whatever. They 

didn't have too many Mexicans. That was national, but they had Cubans, so our favorite guy was 

Kid Gavilán, was a black Cuban guy, and then Ray Robinson, and then Jackie Robinson. So 

there was that. We didn't talk about racism or anything else like that, but you were for blacks.  

 

They tell me that when I was a kid-- and now remembering now on that-- that when my dad was 

working in Flagstaff when I was a young kid, and he was working in adoptions, and so he would 

bring kids home that he hadn't placed yet. They'd be black or Native American, or white, or 

whatever, in the family. So that has to have some kind of-- that tells you about my dad, and I 

guess my mom too.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Would they stay there? Would they sleep at your house, that kind of thing?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't recall. I didn't ask.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were little.  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, yeah. My older brother and sister were-- yeah, they would be infants, probably, or young, 

maybe older. I remember my dad was doing interviews and stuff for grad school, and he was 

working at Jordan High School. There was a larger Mexican population, a large African 

American, and becoming more, because Watts was a Mexican American community in the 

forties and probably a little bit-- and so right at that time-- and he brought back-- he had a tape, 

he tape-recorded talking to some of these black kids, and he'd play it, and we really enjoyed 

listening to them and their comments and all of that kind of a thing. We'd watch the football 

games. So sports was always a big thing, and we were playing a lot of sports out. I read my 

mom's memoirs, and the same thing. My mom was pretty good at sports for girls, and so reading 

about both things that they had written at times. They both enjoyed sports, and that's one of the 

things they liked about each other, too, is they had this thing about sports, and, of course, 

intellectual and music and stuff.  
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ESPINO: 
 

So, for example, pivotal events like the Chavez Ravine eviction that happened in the fifties or the 

McCarthy trials, do you think that they were-- or did they ever bring those issues home?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Those things, those that I recall, I don't think they brought those issues home. What the home 

was was church and family and neighbors, and then my dad was being educated, and family was 

really, really big. You can go back and you can see. I have the piñatas when my mom was five or 

six, so there were always piñatas at everything. I have pictures of me one year old swinging at 

one. No, maybe it's probably two. It's when I was two, swinging at a piñata in East L.A., and 

there were white kids there too. I remember one time that the piñatas in Lincoln Heights-- and 

you'll appreciate this story. Oh, I might have told it. Well, when we did the Salazar thing, I think 

I told that story, because my cousin Felix was there. Anyway, we were on this panel. 

Somebody's swinging at the piñata and it breaks loose from the string, the rope, and it lands right 

in my cousin Felix's hands, and he starts taking off. He just starts running, and my older brother, 

who was bigger and tougher and identified more Chicano, because Felix's dad didn't let him 

speak Spanish and stuff, but anyway, my brother was chasing after him down the block, and they 

were the two fastest guys around. (Laughs) It was just a funny memory that we have. Anyway, 

there was this news article that came out recently, didn't mention all the piñatas and stuff in my 

background, and more Highland Park than Lincoln Heights. But anyway, we had all of that, and 



we were always going to Arizona and were always seeing our cousins here or in San Fernando, 

and they were both teachers, my aunts, Methodists, okay. We went, though, we went to the 

Methodist church, which was basically white, and we went to the Catholic Church, Sacred Heart, 

eight o'clock Mass every Sunday.  

 

 
01:33:44 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Wow.  

 

 
01:36:00 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

And we prayed, well, for every dinner. My dad generally read the Methodist sponsor or accepted 

devotional at every meal. We had the family prayers that my dad developed, and part of it, I 

remember, was, "Bless all my grandfathers and grandmothers, bless all my uncles, aunts, and 

cousins, friends, and neighbors." Those were the values that my parents lived. So my dad would 

work with the Boy Scouts at that church and my mom would go walk out for the March of 

Dimes and for the PTA, and kids in the neighborhood were all welcomed in the house, and we 

were the leaders. Sometimes on the weekends my dad would take us-- he had a friend from the 

Navy that watched the gates at the Rams games, so every once in a while-- Jewish guy, I guess; I 

forget the last name-- we'd go by and then he'd let us in. We'd have seven or eight kids that 

crawled into the car, the three of us boys and then some guys, the Branstetters (phonetic) and 

maybe Sammy, Marcus, or someone, and we'd go see the Rams play. Then we had our "little 

rascals" groups running around outside doing all kinds of sports. My brother Ricardo, he was the 

guy that protected me, my older brother. He was also very-- got to know all the neighborhood 

guys. I can show you a picture of my brother Ricardo where he looks just like the-- almost like 

he was a vato in the neighborhood. But we were in between. There was no gang right there in 

that particular part of Lincoln Heights.  

 

But I remember one time he got in a fight on the playground at the elementary school, and I was 

there, and my brother won. They broke it up; the teachers were coming. But the other guy 

thought he did well because my brother's glasses came off. Well, they just flew off. My brother 

can hardly see. He's almost blind. But anyway, so he was the best athlete on the block and he 

was friends with all kinds of guys, and I had an older brother, and so nobody really messed with 

me because I had an older brother, and he knew their older brothers, kind of a thing. So one of 

the most vivid memories is at the church there was a Boy Scout thing that my brother went to. Al 

Juarez was in the same group and Felix was in the same group. One night, my brother came 

home one evening crying. The boys had a bedroom, my sisters had a bedroom, my parents had a 

bedroom in that house. My brother had a single bed and my younger brother and I had bunk 

beds, and I was on the top bunk bed, because probably they figured it was not safe for my 



younger brother. Anyway, I remember my older brother was crying, my dad coming in. He's 

trying to tell-- and he couldn't quite tell my dad. I didn't hear everything. You kind of didn't want 

to. But basically the story was my brother had been initiated for the second time in the Boy 

Scouts. They hadn't done that to my cousin Felix or to others, so my brother identified more with 

the guys in the neighborhood. So what eventually transpired from that is he was at Nightingale 

Junior High, and he played in the band. He was also playing the flute like his uncle, actually, my 

mother's younger brother, and was a very good flute player, and his father. Anyway, he did a 

little bit of that. So he was playing in the junior high band, and he knew there was some white 

guy, William Fitz (phonetic) from Dogtown, and he had black friends. Then he knew the guys in 

Clover and the guys in the Avenues, and so guys from those groups and some of the Chinese 

guys he knew went up to the head, the biggest Boy Scout, and was also a member of the church, 

and told him, "You're not going to mess with this Muñoz again." So they didn't. But I don't think 

my brother went back to the Scouts. I can't remember.  

 

 
01:39:00 
 

ESPINO: 
 

So what does that mean, he was initiated twice? Can you explain that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you get initiated into a group, whether it's a gang or the Boy Scouts or whatever, but you 

get initiated one time. You don't get initiated twice. So they roughed him up. They hazed him a 

second time.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So you're saying they beat him up?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't know if they beat him up like a gang would, but they roughed him up. I never asked him 



the details. I wasn't going to ask, so I don't know. You'd have to ask him what actually happened. 

But I think back then, well, racism could be dealt with, or whatever that was, I didn't use that 

term. I didn't probably use that term until I was in college, until '65 or '66 or something. But 

that's one of the vivid memories. But at the church, hey, we were the-- I don't think anybody else 

in that church had a Ph.D. It was a lot of midwestern people and Methodists, and some of them 

pretty, I guess, good people. There were a few mixed families also in the church. The guy that 

was the head of the Scouts maybe at that time of my brother, but later on, I know, Freddie 

Garcia, and his sons were great basketball players at Wilson, especially one of them, and stuff. 

But I know the white kids said, "Oh, you're always putting peppers in the food," because he was 

a cook. I guess he was a cook in the service, in the Army. Anyway, they were nice.  

 

I guess there was liberal sentiments within the church, but then there were all kinds of other 

things. But we were the kids that could memorize-- and I might have been the most-- so we 

could recite the Bible better than all the other kids. (Laughs) My sister could sing and play the 

piano and all of that. And occasionally, my mom would come and played, I remember, at a few 

things, which was different, because there was a difference between the Catholic and Methodist, 

and when we went to Arizona and lifestyles, culture, all of those, it was entirely different kinds 

of things. There wasn't quite that more middle-class kind of thing that my mother's family had, 

which wasn't educated, didn't have the college degrees, but they were in business, they were in 

other things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

It seems like, also, what you talked about a little bit is the positions of leadership that they were 

able to obtain in the church, in the Protestant versus the Catholic. I mean, what kind of role did-- 

maybe we can talk about this next time, but what kind of role did your parents play or did your 

mother-- or I guess it would be your father, or your mother? Which one was Catholic? I forgot.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My mother was Catholic.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Did she play a role in the Catholic Church?  

 

 
01:42:4101:45:11 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In the Catholic Church she was excommunicated for having married a divorced man. Now, 

maybe in the sixties-- my mother, we would go to church and she wouldn't take Communion, but 

we were there every Sunday, and I was baptized in the Catholic Church. I was baptized at 

Soledad there in Maravilla. My aunt came, the one that just died that was ninety-nine.  

 

Anyway, so that was part of it, but it was all in Latin, it was stuffy. In the Methodist Church, we 

could speak and all of these kinds of things, and we'd get little awards and different things. I 

always pledged not to drink when I grew up for the WCTU, Women's Christian Temperance 

Union, that would send a speaker by, and all of these kinds of things. And there was singing and 

it was in English, and all of that, which was different. My parents, I think they chose to have us 

go to the-- that's what they knew from their studies, the more you speak English at home, the 

more you're going to do better in society. We'd go back to Arizona, and our grandparents, and 

especially my mother's mother, wouldn't say it, but, "Do you speak Spanish?" And I kind of 

thought she favored the other kids that she knew better in Tucson, but they spoke Spanish. But 

we moved away from the grandparents, and we'd go to Phoenix and we'd go to the Methodist 

church there. I think because they were more or less in the same grades when we went to the 

Methodist church there, my older brother and sister knew about and met our half sister, which 

they may have found out about through their cousins of the same age that knew all of that. I 

wasn't quite in that age group, so I didn't know about it. Now she's a friend. Later on in years, she 

would visit my parents and stuff. Anyway, but it was all in Spanish too. My grandfather, we'd go 

and he'd be giving these long old prayers and stuff, and we didn't quite understand. But we did 

go to the English-speaking Methodist church, and there was some opportunity there. It wasn't 

just the Boy Scouts kind of thing. So that was where I felt more identified with the Methodist 

Church for a long, long time, and now I'm back in this church.  

 

My dad, then when we had all grown up, came to the Placita Church where they did it all in 

Spanish, and when he got older and wouldn't drive anymore-- we had to talk him out of driving, 

and it was hard, because my mother, she knew he couldn't drive anymore, because, actually, he 

started suffering from Alzheimer's, and it took a while, but he was getting in little-- denting 

fenders, and not just his own, and stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



Well, I'm going to stop it now, since we're kind of moving away from that original topic, and 

we'll get back to that next time. (End of January 26, 2011 interview)  

SESSION TWO (02/04/11) 

 

 
00:00:40 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is February 4th (2011). I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz 

in the offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute. Okay, so I want to start with-- last time we talked 

a little bit about your community in Lincoln Heights, your childhood, some of the activities that 

you did and the kids that you hung out with, and I was wondering if you could talk to me a little 

bit about your school experience. For example, were there any teachers that were influential or 

not?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, it's interesting. I was just reflecting on that question. In a way, there was a lot more 

education at home, in terms of education itself, from my parents and what we did and how they 

introduced books and classical kinds of things and music and other things to us that was not as 

available in the classroom. So in a way, there's been an attitude that I've had myself, was that it's 

not really in school where you learn the most. I don't know. My older brother and sister, also, I 

had them, so as they were learning things, they would pass it along, whether it was in church 

school or in the other schools. And also they-- well, along with my parents, to a degree, but they 

established that we were good students, so when I came along as the third one, then that was just 

an expectation of teachers. They also would have ideas on who may not be that good of a teacher 

as you went a little bit later.  

 

I went to Avenue 21 School after we moved to Lincoln Heights, and I must have been-- I was 

about four and a half. I was at the earliest stage. Our parents liked to start soon, I guess, and to go 

to kindergarten. I remember Avenue 21 was just like two blocks away, and it was an old brick 

school and they had mostly old white women teachers. It was torn down in 1956, I think, but we 

had just moved. So it wasn't a huge school, maybe just a couple hundred students. I think it was 

like two floors, and that was it. In kindergarten, I just think a very drab kind of experience. I had 

a Mrs. Fish (phonetic). That's all I remember, but there wasn't any-- her personality doesn't come 

to me. Now, in the first grade, I was kind of the teacher's pet, okay. There was a Miss Cushy 

(phonetic), and so I guess I performed really well. Oh, well, one thing. My mother became good 

friends with the principal, Jaime Vanderveer. My mother at one point, I guess-- I don't remember 

this-- was the president of the PTA there. I remember towards the end of my time there, I got my 

tonsils removed here at the French Hospital, which is just over here in Chinatown. I think it's 



Alpine, just north of there. Now it's some other kind of medical facility. And Vanderveer came 

and visited while I was lying down and all of that. But Miss Cushy, she had a habit of things she 

did where she would have students come up and massage her. I was one of her favorite 

massagers, and then there was a Chinese girl, and all of that. Oh, even after I came out of her 

class, she liked me. She would buy me things at the little mom-and-pop store down the corner 

and stuff, but I don't think she was very well liked by others. I don't know if you-- but you might 

know Luis Torres, who was a reporter on KNX-TV for years. He also had her, and he really 

couldn't stand her, and I can see where that would be. I remember doing well in reading and 

things, but I don't have any memory of that in the first grade. I don't remember being alienated 

from other students either.  

 

In the second grade-- it was also on the first floor-- I had a Miss Jafine (phonetic), and again, I 

don't remember very much, but one thing from that class is that you could look out the window 

and see the general hospital. Lincoln Heights is right south of us there, and I looked at my 

textbook and there was a picture of the general hospital. It was real new, more new. It was one of 

the big, significant public works there. It just was a powerful thing, and seeing my textbook. So 

that was something very relevant to life to see, and it reminds like at that time, a big thing on TV 

was Dragnet. It showed City Hall, and you could see it from different points in Lincoln Heights 

real quick because it's just a few miles down the street. So those were things you identified with 

in the neighborhood, so it made you feel part of things. In the third grade, it was upstairs, and we 

had a Miss Webster (phonetic), and she was very interesting to me. I remember she talked to us-- 

Roger Bannister-- must have been, what, 1954-- broke the four-minute mile, and she gave a 

whole special thing in the class. She talked about the L.A. River. She had grown up in that area, 

so she talked of the days that it had overflowed, everything was muddy. That was before it was 

paved, because that's just down the street there maybe a quarter of a mile away from-- oh, no, 

half a mile away from where the school was, where we lived.  

 

It was during that time that they introduced "under God" in that class, was added to the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and I think I recall my parents weren't particularly for that. In fact, later on, my mom 

did not like much imposition, imposing religion on people. I never asked her why. I could 

speculate, but she didn't later on, and my dad. I guess you didn't need to have it in the school. 

You had it at home and in church. So that's one of the things I recall. Then later I had another-- 

there was an Asian American; I think Japanese-- I don't remember that class. At some point 

towards the-- I must have been fourth or fifth grade, I went to Gates Street School, which was 

about half a mile away up Broadway, and it was another way up Broadway that wasn't quite as 

Mexican American, I think. But it never was explained to me, or maybe I just didn't pay 

attention, but I went to this other school. I think it was just to have maybe a more challenging 

curriculum from the teachers there. There might have been-- I don't know what else there would 

be. I've never heard from my parents or my older siblings what that-- I assumed that very soon 

the school was going to be torn down or something, and so that might have been part of the 

reason, but it probably had to do also that I was maybe precocious for what was in the classroom 

or in their opinions. I really don't know. It was a long way to walk.  

 

I liked the classes, and I think I mentioned I got to know the guy in the class, the biggest guy, 

since this was not a school where my older brother had any presence, so you had to have your 

own kind of protection. So the most Chicano vato kind of guy, and the biggest guy in the class, 



who was the oldest and probably had not gotten through a few grades, Henry was his name. 

Anyway, I made friends with him right away, and it happened, actually, later on. But I liked that. 

I didn't mind the classes, and it was kind of interesting, and meeting new people. The other guy 

that was toughest was a smaller guy, but he was an immigrant, and he was lighter-skinned. So I 

remember, "But he must be tough." So somehow or other, there was this respect for an 

immigrant that I had, and that particular guy's personality, and the teacher, Mrs. Kennedy, I had a 

good impression of her. She was a nice person. Of what we were talking about in class, I don't 

have any-- I can't recall that, but it was an interesting-- it was a different kind of a class and 

probably a little bit higher income in that-- not a whole lot. I mean, probably more moderate than 

low income, probably, for Lincoln Heights at that time. So those were kind of the school 

experiences. The other experience that was very important was the Times' Boys Club. Now it's a 

Boys and Girls Club, and I don't think it's the Times that did it. Actually, my memory thinks it 

was always there, but I think it was only opened in '55 or '54 mostly because in the UCLA 

pictures from the Times, that section, they have a picture of them breaking the ground for it, I 

think, in 1954, and I said, "God, I thought I was there in 1953." But anyway, we would go there, 

and they had basketball courts and swimming pool. That's where I learned to swim. They had a 

small indoor pool, and I learned to swim. I was good at going underwater, so I swam the length 

twice underwater, and I said, "Well, now I don't have to worry. If I start sinking, I'll just go 

underwater to the nearest side of the place."  

 

They had movies and they had crafts, and so we would go see Abbott-- they had free movies-- 

Abbott and Costello Meet Wolfman. That was maybe our-- or different kinds of things. Or they 

had Custer, story of Little Bighorn, or different-- but anyway, there were free movies that we had 

at the Boys Club. Actually, one time I got on the basketball team, and we went and had a game 

in Hollywood at the Pan Pacific. It wasn't actually a full game. We just played at the halftime of 

an ‘SC-UCLA basketball game, and it was televised. Somehow or other, I didn't get in there for 

the-- I wasn't first string, but I got in there, and somebody passed me the ball and I just held onto 

it, and then they blew the whistle and whatever. I didn't do anything with it. Later on, that was 

my sport, basketball.  

 

 
00:12:36 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I take you back, before we keep moving forward, just to elaborate a little bit on your 

experience as a Mexican American in the elementary school, because some of the narratives that 

have come out about kids, Chicanos, growing up in the fifties, they talk a lot about racism and 

teacher abuse and lack of respect and low expectations. Did you experience any of that, or 

witness?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, not that I was aware of myself. Now, I remember this teacher that liked me. I didn't know 

if I liked her. I remember one of the kids-- and he was new and he was from another gang, 7X, so 

maybe that was 7th Street-- he cursed her one time and called her a cocksucker. He was really 

mad. Somehow or other, I didn't feel like I wanted to defend her, but this guy was real big, of 

course. So there was something about her that was-- I could kind of-- think I sensed at that time. 

But, no, here the principal was a friend of my mother's, who was the president of the PTA, and 

my dad had two master's degrees and was working for the school system. So I don't think I had 

that problem quite there. Maybe like this one teacher was using me as, "This is what a good 

Mexican's supposed to be like," or something like that, but I did not have that sense at that point. 

Later on, I got that sense when we moved to Highland Park from some teachers, and we can talk 

about it when we're there. I think maybe the teachers-- well, there was one, the Japanese guy, 

was amazing. Nobody else has told me this. He says, "You do pretty good art." I don't know, 

maybe he was just looking for a way to relate, because nobody else told me I drew well or 

anything else like that. So actually, no, I don't remember that in that context.  

 

 
00:14:47 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you think that you were able to get a positive sense of yourself from that experience?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think in that first-grade class with Miss Cushy, I guess I am vaguely remembering kind of 

I did well in reading, but I got that sense more in Sunday school, where we would memorize the 

Bible. We were doing that at home anyway, and reading the Bible and stuff, so that's where I got 

maybe more of that sense, or just doing well. We were playing games, learning games, within the 

family that were more kind of thing at that point. Later on, like in junior high school and stuff, 

I'll remember that kind of more. Maybe they also had to be a little more careful with me, kind of 

thing. Yeah, so I don't have that sense right now.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You said your mom was involved in the PTA. Do you remember her activities or what were 

some of the issues that she was concerned about?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I don't recall that at all, to be frank. I just have one memory of her when she was at 

Nightingale and went to some function for my brothers and sisters, and she was there at the 

podium. I don't remember what she was talking about, but it was awfully nice to have your mom 

up at the podium. That was that aspect. I guess I became friends with the younger, other pretty 

bright students that were Mexican American in that class, and there were white students, but they 

were low income. We had some good friends that we played with, didn't have classes with them, 

the Branstetters, who were from Missouri. They were kind of-- they were Okies, and they had a 

very large family, so the older brother was my brother's age, and the younger brother was just a 

year ahead of me in school-- not the younger, but they had several. We would hang out a little 

bit. We had a corner paper route right near the school-- not corner-- paper-selling thing very 

briefly just before we went. We probably performed best in the classroom than whoever else was 

there, so they would have had to have been totally, I guess, alienated from their work. I don't 

remember that being the case.  

 

So there were other-- the library was an important place we would go, but we were into war. My 

dad was in the navy, and then I guess there was the Korean War, so we'd go to the library and 

check out books about all the different airplanes, and the F-86 Sabre jet and the F-80 Star fighter, 

and this or that or that kind of a tank or this kind of a thing. You could check them out. Then I 

got to-- I liked Dr. Doolittle. I don't know if you know anything about Dr. Doolittle, but I read all 

the Dr. Doolittle books they had in the Lincoln Heights Library. So that's one place that I would 

also go, eventually, alone to, venture across Five Points, you know, Five Points in Lincoln 

Heights, because we lived south of there, and that was north and just past the Thrifty's, which 

was our favorite kind of a place. But like I had mentioned before, the group of kids, our "little 

rascals" group that my brother led, we played a lot of sports and we had other activities that we 

did. We would go collect bottles in the alleyways and then change them in and get change, and 

we'd have like eight or nine or ten of us, or whatever, and we'd go out and collect the bottles. I 

remember we'd go on a weekend, like a Saturday morning, and we'd bring them all together. 

Then we'd go down to the bakery and buy a big cake or something. Then a little bit later, if we 

got a whole lot of money and we got it quick, we caught the bus and went downtown and 

watched a movie. I think we went and saw Godzilla or one of those. That was exciting, going out 

on our own.  

 

Then one time I remember we went out up the L.A. River to Frogtown, to Elysian Valley, but 

Frogtown, it's called, and there were frogs. Now they're gone. The pollution has killed them 

further up the L.A. River, but we'd get frogs. I remember one time our cousins were there, and 

they somehow or other got a BB gun. We didn't have-- maybe they brought it with them. So they 

hung the frogs on the clothesline and shot them. I don't know. I wasn't a good shot, so I didn't do 

it. One time we even ran across the Pasadena Freeway, the 110, and we went up to the hills right 

around Chavez Ravine. We had these adventures, so it was that sense. And my brother was the 

leader and so I had some play, and it was white and Chicano mostly. It just was a hell of a lot of 

fun.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

It sounds like your parents were-- well, they promoted education and they involved you in 

church, but how did they discipline you? I can't imagine-- I have three kids-- that you all were 

perfect children all the time.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no. My dad-- although I think later he stopped. He used mostly positive reinforcement, but 

he did have a belt, and he said his dad had a barber strap, so that was used just a few times that I 

remember. I've had this sense for a long time that my older brother would pick on me, and I think 

part of that may have been he had some kind of disciplining kind of thing, or that there were 

times my mother had physical, and I think some depression, especially around the time my 

youngest sister was born, and then later on she had some problems.  

 

But I think that we were out running around all over the place and my dad was working all the 

time, so I think my older brother may have felt he had to have kind of a disciplining role there. 

It's something that was not a pleasant thing for me, but when I think back on it, that might have 

been part of it. So there was some of that, but I think we were pretty good kids. But there were 

resentments. I remember one time my younger brother did it more, and sometimes we would sit 

down at the couch and just were like that, and kind of be having a little tantrum to show the 

anger. But like I said, it was more positive reinforcement. I don't know. There were some things 

that we did that we never got caught at. Like a couple of times, stealing would be something that 

you'd do. So we went up to the market on the corner of Five Points. There was a Big Bear 

Market, but I think it changed its name, and one time my little brother-- I think we coaxed him or 

something to go to the bathroom right there, and there were women clerks. They went there, and 

while they were paying attention to my little brother, we grabbed some candy bars and stuff. 

Towards the end of being there, there was another guy that didn't live on our block, but was 

fairly close and was befriending me, and he really wanted me to teach to steal. Actually, at the 

Thrifty's they had these like tommy guns that were squirt guns, not the little squirt guns, but one 

that could shoot a long way, and then it had a pack that would be full of water. So he was trying 

to get me to steal this thing. I had forgotten about that, and somehow or other in the past couple 

of years I was thinking about that. I think it might have been he maybe was thinking of trying to 

recruit me into a kind of a gang kind of a thing. But generally, we didn't have that. Gangs were 

other places. Then when my brother went to Nightingale and there were gangs and stuff, he knew 

which ones were and who was in the leaders, and all of that. I told you the incident with the Boy 

Scouts that he had.  

 

I remember there was a good friend of my brother's going through grammar school, and I think 



maybe even junior high, who eventually got into a gang and started wearing (unclear) shirt and 

stuff. But he kind of stopped playing around and was a friend of my brother's, I don't think on my 

brother's part. It was just another orientation, and we were another-- nobody had claimed the area 

where we were, anyway, and so that wasn't really part of our life, but I think it was a little bit 

around here and there. So it never directly impinged, and so that's maybe the one kind of thing 

that I remember that way.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember any of the things that your father or mother would tell you, the positive 

reinforcement that you just mentioned, some of the statements, anything stands out for you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, well, let's see. One of the great events that we were there is that my grandmother had sent 

from Tucson a piano that they had that was their family piano for my mother to have while we 

were at Lincoln Heights, somewhere in the middle, and my mom would play tunes that we all 

liked, or at least she played one for me that was "In the Mood." I don't know. Somehow or other, 

that's a classic. I would just get up and dance all around, so she would play that. So she had her 

way of, like, cooking and music all our lives. She would-- your birthday, the favorite thing, your 

favorite thing, your favorite cake, your favorite this, and then sometimes she would just, I don't 

know, make something that you liked or wouldn't make what you liked or this or that, or, "Okay, 

you don't have to eat that." So I think my brother, for a while, didn't like cheese, so he didn't have 

to, or I didn't like the egg yolk, and I didn't have to. I don't know, just different things. And then 

my dad would take us to games and take us to different kinds of things. So I don't remember 

being told positive things or too many negative things. I think we were pretty good kids. We 

were taught to be-- our parents set very high standards for themselves and lived them, so that was 

a pretty heavy influence on that.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Well, some people feel like those high standards are something that the parents sometimes put on 

their children being Mexican, "We don't want people to look down us, so you need to behave in a 

specific way." Was any of that a part of your childhood?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't think so.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Or your family?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't think. There's a very deep religious conviction that both of them had. I told you the story 

about Sammy Marquez. He was, like, a guy about my age, but a little smaller than me, and I 

asked him, "Who's smarter, President Eisenhower or my grandfather?" And "smarter," I think, 

might have also had other-- just who's a better person kind of thing. So I don't think that that was 

there. You had to be good because you had to be good. That was the way to be, that God loved 

you, and, "Your grandfather loves you, and your grandmother loves you, and we love you, and 

that's the way to be." My cousin Felix, he said something that, in a way, happened not as much 

maybe as with his family, but we grew up and we thought everybody's family was like that, and 

then we got more into the world and we found out it wasn't. But that's still part of my basic 

value, humanism and faith in people, that people can be good, because our life was good in that 

sense. So I didn't feel that at all, because, hey, how many people had a master's degree or their 

mother went to college and they could play the piano or they could do many of these kinds of 

things? They weren't condescending people or anything else like that. So what can I say?  
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ESPINO: 
 

Yeah, interesting. That's the beauty of oral history, is you get all these different perspectives. 

You can't make one sweeping statement about a community when you have all these different 

versions of 1950s, for example.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I told you that story about this guy across the street, Charlie Motherhead or Mutterhead or 

whatever, coming across town, my mother off, whatever, and she stood up for herself. Now, later 

when we moved to Highland Park and we had grown up and we weren't the center of all the kids 

running around and the front yard wasn't part of the playground, because we did have hedges, 

and it wasn't well kept because we were always using them for hurdles. (Laughs) So I guess we 

didn't feel that way.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, can you talk to me, then, about-- because you moved when you were about ten years old. Is 

that correct?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can you just talk to me about some of the changes that occurred with that move, some of the big 

changes for you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Let me see. There were the Scouts. I got involved in the Cub Scouts, and I met a family-- I got to 



go quite a ways away, for me, and get on the bus all by myself to go to the Cub Scouts. There 

was a Miss Ram, Virginia Ram-- her name was Cueto (phonetic)-- who later on I met during the 

Chicano Movement because she became the community aide at the Episcopal Church there 

where the Brown Berets and La Raza newspaper and all of these things began. But let's see. 

What else? Anyway, I didn't want to quite leave Lincoln Heights until said a couple of things.  

 

 
00:32:23 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

One of the things that was very interesting, was an uncle, my mother's-- one of her older brothers 

came and lived with us. He was a different type. Well, he was an alcoholic, and I remember he 

had a back room in the house we had. Sometimes we'd go in there, you'd find the bottles 

underneath the bed and all of this kind of thing. He was an industrial worker. He worked in 

plants in Chicago, he worked on building an aqueduct, and he was working there at Lockheed. 

So he had his tools, he had his stuff, and he was a different kind of a-- both in terms of the 

alcoholism, but also kind of his attitudes, he had a different kind of attitude, but he and my dad 

were friends. He'd come and watch TV and we'd watch the sports, and he loved the Chicago 

White Sox. This was before the Dodgers were in town. We were always having relatives and 

others, and some who were having a harder time. So that was a very, very big, big value family 

that both of my parents had, and for both sides of the family. My dad, I learned later, some of the 

money he was making would help his parents and help people in other parts of the family, later 

on even in Mexico that he had this very, very strong sense of family, and my mother had a same 

kind of thing, and so it extended to those in her family. So those were real, real strong things that 

continued through our life, but it really became a main thing with my Uncle Nacho, and it gave 

me a little bit more appreciation, because like all my other aunts and uncles in California, they 

were teachers. So that was a little bit different, and Nacho was always one of my favorite uncles. 

He just had his way of being. If I remember something, I'll come back to it sometime later.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Was he a veteran, your Uncle Nacho?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, he was not a veteran. My dad was a vet. Oh, he was from the navy. I forget what they call it, 

either the Bluejacket's Manual or something, but he had his navy manual, and we read that 

almost like the Bible. It was better than the Boy Scout manual and all of those kinds of things. 

We valued that very, very highly. So that was part of our experience.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you use the knowledge?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I read the history. I've always loved history. I read the history of John Paul Jones, "Don't give up 

the ship," taking on the Bonhomme Richard, and different other kinds of-- some of the navy lore 

that was in it I really liked. And then they taught you these knots and different other kinds of 

things that you could grow up into, so that was part of our experience too. And I think I told you 

about us going to the Grand Central Market, and we'd come home-- so I guess I'll go on to 

Highland Park. So that was a big change.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Well, if there's anything you remember, we can always come back the next session or you can 

write notes if you think of something or if something comes to mind.  

 

 
00:38:43 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 



Yeah. There was North Broadway that was there. There were stores and stuff that you got to 

know. We would walk to the Starland Theatre. It's no longer there. All the stories that my brother 

had of Nightingale especially, and the fights. There was a bridge that you walked to from that 

part of the city, from the Lincoln Heights side. There was a white bridge across the arroyo, and 

they walked across it. The fights after school would always happen the other side of the white 

bridge, because I guess the authority of the school didn't reach that far, at least physically, and 

that was where there were always these-- and some of those memories-- and it was much 

different. My brother had black friends and they lived in the projects at William Mead, which 

was Dogtown, because that's near Ann (phonetic) Street Animal Shelter. Anyway, so I remember 

Arthur Jackson and Aubrey Mitchel were his friends. Aubrey was taller and he had big, long 

arms. We had a palm tree in front of the house, and he climbed up that palm tree. I said, "Wow." 

A lot of respect for these guys. Anyway, they had Chinese friends and all of that. My brother 

would-- he's always had a little bit more entrepreneurial-- well, he was an accounting major, and 

maybe that's because like that's more my mother's side of the family, and he grew up there before 

the war and had some kind of relationship with those older uncles that I didn't have with. But he 

would go-- there was a bakery right near where we lived right by Five Points, right next to the 

grocery store that was on the corner, and so he'd go there and buy day-old stuff, sweets and stuff, 

and then he'd go to Nightingale and sell them. He said the Chinese really liked it especially, 

because their bakeries and stuff. And he'd be making money. He'd sell them as if they were fresh. 

Anyway, those are just little kinds of things.  

 

Oh, and then that's when you got to know popular culture, the radio. We had a TV, and that was 

that. You didn't want to act like you liked The Mickey Mouse Club.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why not?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

It was too "girlie," I think, and it was maybe a little too white. We didn't say it that way, but I 

remember, because I took piano lessons. I have a picture of me I think I showed you one time of 

me and Felix and his sister taking piano-- my older sister was very good at the piano as well, not 

as accomplished as my mom, and I took some piano lessons. I was supposed to be practicing. I 

just remember I wanted to be out there playing with the guys, but I ended up reading-- about that 

same time, we'd gotten the Encyclopedia Britannica Junior, and I started reading that, and I just 

read right-- I think I almost read every page of that thing. But I didn't want to be accused of 

watching The Mickey Mouse Club, because that was the hour it was on. Anyway, I kind of liked 

it. Annette Funicello was cute, I thought. But that was the multiracial nature of the population, I 



think, that my older brother-- and then, but there was rock, was coming in and rhythm and blues. 

So we would go down, just down the corner to Daly Street and Broadway, and there was a-- I 

think it's Bookman's Drugstore (phonetic). It's still got that name. It's not Rite Aid, still a 

drugstore. We would get something like Hit Parade or whatever, rhythm and blues, and then 

you'd look up the words because you couldn't quite understand the words from the radio.  

 

My older brother and sister were coming back, and my older sister really liked The Platters. My 

brother liked-- what's his name-- Joe Houston. I went back, and now you look, he was a big blues 

star. He would play Pachuco Rock and this and that, too, stuff, so I think it was (unclear) 

Chicano. That was the audiences he would play to. I remember walking to Gates Street School, 

and there was a picture of Elvis Presley. I couldn't tell whether he was black or white, just the 

way that this particular poster in the window of one of the stores on the way to Gates Street. One 

time, the big DJ of that time-- was a guy by the name of Al Jarvis, was an older guy with red 

hair, and he came to Lincoln Heights to the Bi-Rite with a pink Cadillac. There was a song, 

"Pink Cadillac." But anyway, that was a big event. So popular culture was out there. Our parents 

really weren't into it at all, but they brought that, and then with the piano, we got more education. 

We had a TV. It was a nine-inch black-and-white TV. There were other things I guess my 

parents were involved in that we weren't quite that aware. My dad was very much involved in the 

Methodist Church in the mid-fifties. He led a thing for the Spanish-speaking Methodist ministers 

to get some subsidies because they weren't anywhere near-- they couldn't collect from their 

congregations what the white pastors were making, and that kind of thing. So apparently he was 

very instrumental in doing that. He had to fight some things for his own father's pension and 

other stuff, and there was a lot of respect within the Mexican American or Mexican Methodist 

ministers for doing that kind of work.  

 

But anyway, we moved to Highland Park and got a very nice big house. My parents lived in it 

until they died, so it was like forty-nine years right there. It's on a hill. So I think, in a way, we 

block-busted that hill. It was two stories with the basement along the side on Mount Angelus 

Drive. Actually, the city councilman, John Holland, lived on the top of the hill. Our two 

neighbors on one side was recently widowed wife of an LAPD guy, and on the other side were 

two LAPD officers. One woman was divorced, and her son would come and visit, because his 

dad was a sheriff. We became friends.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You felt safe. (Laughs)  
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MUÑOZ: 
 



We made friends with them. They were younger than my parents and all of that, so they were 

friendly, but they weren't contemporaries of my parents. Then there were teachers. Later on, I 

found out there was a teacher that taught at the junior high school. I wasn't started there, but she 

lived up the hill, and then there were two teachers, one was like a substitute teacher that taught at 

Roosevelt and the other my parents became very good friends with, and they became bridge 

partners, actually, for years, the Mun's (phonetic). Then the Chevrolet dealer lived a little further 

up the hill, and all of that.  

 

Now, one of the first fights at the playground was just down the hill. You know where Mount 

Angelus Drive is? Okay. So it's just right up above the playground and the library, and back at 

that time, the library was an old Benjamin Franklin classic-looking library. We'd just walk down 

the hill and we were at the playground, so we lived in that playground. But it took years. We 

weren't the leaders at that playground. There were all these guys from the high school, and from 

this, and that were white. And I got into fights. I don't remember fights in Lincoln Heights. I had 

a big brother. But the first fight was with Timmy Nielson (phonetic), and he was half Mexican. 

His mother, she was married. She had been in sewing, and she married this contractor guy that 

lived up the hill, and Timmy was their-- he had a lot of conflicts with their kids, and he couldn't 

stay with them, and all that, with, I guess, his stepdad. I can't remember. Anyway, we got into 

fights. We later on became friends, and my mom became friends with his mom, very, very close 

friends, and they kept in touch for decades later. That was the first fight. Then the second fight 

was with Russell Rosario, later on I found out, Tallarico (phonetic), an Italian immigrant, okay, 

because there was a lot of Italian in Highland Park. I think I won both fights. I was on top of him 

and I was saying, "Now you had enough? You had enough?" And he comes like that and he 

chipped a tooth, and I'm crawling on the grass looking for-- "I can't go home without this. My 

mom's gonna kill me." I remember another guys that we played a lot with were the Mitchell 

brothers, and they were Hawaiian, very dark, but their mother was blonde and the father very 

handsome, tremendous athlete, and they were good athletes, good basketball players. But Paul 

says, "What are you going to do if you find it? You can't put it back." (Laughter) So there we 

were.  

 

I think after a while we began playing more and more with white kids and everything else, and 

we had been playing out on gravel out in Lincoln Heights together, and then with all these 

friends. Actually, we would whip a lot of the white kids that were a lot bigger. I remember they 

would come, and some of them would be getting their-- they would be starting to Franklin and 

they'd have all these-- they'd have their cleats and all of these and they'd have all these 

equipment, and we still could run around them. I guess we were pretty good athletes. My brother 

Ricardo was a very good athlete for his size, and he couldn't see very much (unclear).  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So was that a move up for you, for your family?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you know why they chose Highland Park over some of the other neighborhoods around?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I think they wanted to be in a more mixed neighborhood. Probably some of it might have been 

education, but to have more room. My older brother and sister could have more room. So there 

were five of us in a, really, three-bedroom, and they were small bedrooms, kind of thing. And my 

mom could have a garden, and it would probably be a little closer into town, and they could 

afford it.  

 

Well, we moved in '56. My dad got his Ph.D. in '57, and he was already in administration. He 

wasn't a line person. He began working-- I don't know exactly if it was at that point, but I think 

working in the Valley, and so that was a little bit closer going over through there. I think it was 

before the Golden State Freeway was built, because that was the one they were building that they 

tore down right behind where we lived before. But, yeah, I remember Mrs. Marquez, Sammy's 

mom, she came into the house, she says, "Oh, you guys have a mansion." Then little by little, we 

started doing gardening, which we hadn't done, which is this guy Charlie-- my mom, she kept a 

tremendous garden. I remember, but for us, we weren't too much-- and we'd go to the backyard, 

and it's along the side of the hill, and there's all these rocks. That was one of the chores we sure 

didn't like, taking the rocks out. Can you imagine taking all these rocks? Oh, boy. But we did 

hang out a lot at the playground and, over the years, made more friends, but it took a while. And 

in school I made friends, but I never went into their houses until high school and later into high 

school. They didn't come to my house. Maybe we didn't even think about it. I don't know. My 

mom would be the one to befriend people on the hill, and I think she would take them to Molly's 

(phonetic) or something at Christmastime or she'd make little kinds of things and get to know 

people. In fact, one of my sisters mentioned to me one time that my mom had complained at one 

point to her that my dad didn't like to have white people come to the house. That just floored me, 

because my mom, I guess, had more of that.  

 



In school, I went to Garvanza for a year, and halfway through that, I was skipped a half year up 

into the sixth grade because I was, in way, too bright for that classroom. But I remember I went 

into the classroom and I made friends with the biggest guy, Bill Gardner (phonetic). He was later 

the fullback, and he was the son of a policeman. He ended up being six-four, 210, or whatever. I 

remember we ended up playing. We were spitting on each other. Oh, the teacher got mad. Her 

name was Crockett (phonetic). She was a Dodger fan, and I was, too, but they weren't even here 

yet. That was '56. I got a Miss Bone (phonetic). See, there were some teachers that were on to-- I 

didn't feel that she favored me like this Miss Cushy, or whatever, so I wasn't a teacher's pet, but I 

remember one time, we were discussing something and this young white girl was saying, "How 

does Rosalio know this? How does Ross know this?" And she said, "Well, he's a walking, talking 

encyclopedia." Well, I had read the Encyclopedia Junior, and I loved to read and I loved history 

and stuff. So that year in sixth grade, I don't know, they studied Latin America, so I knew-- and I 

had read about San Martín and Bolivar. Actually, I, somehow or other, identified more with San 

Martín, because Bolivar was more-- San Martin seemed a more thoughtful or whatever, whatever 

came across. Something about him, that's who I identified with more than Bolivar.  

 

So I was chosen to give the talk at our graduation. There was one other Chicano in that class. His 

name was Art. I forget his last name, and he could paint, so he was the one that painted like 

murals, and I remember he painted (unclear). (Laughs) Anyways, he was a very nice guy. So 

actually, that teacher obviously was doing-- I don't think she was doing affirmative action, 

necessarily. She just was responding, "Well, this is the talent in this class, and this is our theme, 

Latin America." So you ran into teachers that others didn't quite handle it that way. So that was a 

very positive experience, actually. Then I went to Burbank Junior High, and they gave tests. I 

don't know, somehow or other, to our year, they gave all kinds of special tests, and from what I 

understood, I did the best. So they had this very enriched class all the way through. Those kids 

were in the top of the class all the way to high school, to Franklin. In my homeroom, my 

homeroom teacher-- I think it was the second semester-- they nominated me and had me go to 

the leadership class. So I think there was awareness. The community was changing. It wasn't 

there that much, but more in the junior high school than in the elementary school. But it was 

something that I did not do well, basically, in junior high school. I wasn't getting anywhere near 

straight A's; I was getting a lot of B's and C's. It wasn't that I wasn't as bright as the other-- there 

were a few instances I recall where there were kids that copied from me and they got better 

grades than I did. I don't know. There were some teachers that-- well, they weren't relating to me. 

There were others that were the favorites, or were the this or that, although I guess there was 

some recognition that I had intelligence. But I don't know.  

 

There was a math teacher I didn't do good in. I'm very good at arithmetic. I remember I can 

multiply and divide and do all those kind of operations in my head like that, but somehow or 

other, I got a C in that, and I didn't like that old teacher. And that's where the copying and that 

happened. Somehow or other, I think there was a problem, because the next year, I had to go-- 

my handwriting got very horrible, and I don't remember having quite had that problem in 

elementary school in six years, but that it was very bad. And actually, at the start of the eighth 

grade, I went in and I had a teacher, a counselor or something, teaching me handwriting. So I 

would be sitting there just going like this, trying to get the-- teaching me all these things so I 

could write better. I still didn't do that well. I participated. Let's see. In the seventh grade, we had 

a real nice guy that was teacher, and he had some interesting techniques. He was a Mormon guy. 



But one time we had to write like a play, so I wrote a play about John Smith and Pocahontas, 

and, you know, there was Mad Magazine, we read that a lot. So Pocahontas ends up telling John 

Smith, "You've got halitosis," and she puts him off. Well, when it came to have the class-- they 

did my thing, only I was John Smith, and Ria Rabinowitz (phonetic), was very dark-skinned, 

brilliant. If anybody had a higher IQ in that class, it was her, and very dark-sinned, so she was 

Pocahontas. I think there was something in there that was not quite-- I didn't like to be-- I was 

the John Smith, I was the one getting that.  

 

So I think that there was-- somehow or other, I didn't do all that well. Now, some of it might 

have been I did not have-- my older brother and sister did not go to that school. I don't know 

what that was. Somewhat a little bit later, I was removed from a class, from those classes, and I 

was put in another history or English class, but I could read from the book faster than the kids in 

that class could follow. So after about a week, they put me back into the other class, and it was 

amazing to me, because in that class there were spitballs flying and all this stuff going on that 

was not in any of those other classes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So what you're saying is that your ability and your intellectual level was really high, but then you 

didn't find that-- your experience didn't match that--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

With the school.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- your grades and being removed and putting into a lower class.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Yeah. Well, that was just one brief instant. And there was another-- 1958 was quite a year, 

because that was a big election in California.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before you-- I'm going to change the battery on the camera, so if you can just hold that thought, 

1958.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to stop it. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That was a big election.  



 

 
01:00:55 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Oh, can we start again? Let me just turn on the video recorder. Here we go.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In our social studies class, they had a debate. When John Noland, who'd been a senator, wanted 

to run for governor, and he carried the anti-union thing, the closed shop thing that lost horribly. 

The Democrats swept everything, but the Chicano that was running, Henry Lo--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Lozano?  

 

 
01:03:27 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Lopez, very famous lawyer and stuff. Actually, Roybal was running-- at that time, I wasn't aware 

of that, but for supervisor, and we weren't in his district. But we didn't debate that. We debated 

the governor and the senator. I forget. I think I must have had Pat Brown. But I was doing it, and 

another Jewish guy was-- Franklin Delano Binch (phonetic), whom I went to UCLA later on and 

I worked in the Health Department and I ran into him. So we were the two that debated the 

Democratic side. So there was only one Mexican in the class and two Jews, and the other one 

was Ria Rabinowitz. I think we won. We won the debate. The kids voted, a lot of Italian kids and 

all of that, probably, and others that were in the unions. So the debate was won by us. But I was 

just getting B's and C's in the classes, so I felt bad about that. I said, "I want to get A's." Actually, 

but my parents didn't-- at least not to me, didn't say anything. I remember running for office one 

time, and it's really a crazy memory. I actually played like I was drinking wine, that I was a 

drunk in this little skit that you did. I don't know how I could have ever imagined that. But 

looking back, I reflected, and I said there were some funny psychological things. Now, I was 

very much younger than everybody else, and my body matured, and I was like the shortest guy 

and stuff, and younger than everybody else. But I don't know.  



 

Then in the ninth grade we had a project that was you had to write about a career, and so I chose-

- I was going to write about being a lawyer, because I really identified with the Perry Mason 

show, maybe because he was always defeating the prosecutor, and the people that always were 

assumed guilty turned out to be innocent and all. But anyway, I liked that. But somehow or 

other, I could not finish that assignment. (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Let's pause it for just a second. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We're back.  

 

 
01:05:15 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In fact, I have a letter somewhere in my file where they were saying I might not graduate. They 

sent a letter to my-- from junior high school, that I had too many U's and I was flunking this 

English class or whatever it was that we had. I ended up writing something about being a 

professional football star. I didn't know any attorneys. Maybe if I had wanted to be a teacher, I 

could have gone and talked to my dad or my aunts or my uncle. Didn't know any attorneys. You 

were supposed to go-- and I just, somehow or other, couldn't-- and I got so nervous. I don't 

know. I relate it now. I got bursitis in my shoulder here, and for part of that time, I had this 

tremendous pain. So anyway, it was a horrible, horrible kind of thing.  

 

Even the Spanish teacher, Leonard Pacheco, and later was a Republican and all that and got into 

some kind of thing. He got into administration in the schools later on. But anyway, I remember 

that he gave me an A-U-U, and my homeroom teacher said, "Oh, god, they might not pass 

muster with whatever-- ." So he sent me back down and says, "You tell him-- ," because he was 

just downstairs from that classroom. "And you tell him he can't give you that grade. You can't 

have an A-U-U." So the guy writes down, "A-S-S," says, "Okay, that suits you."  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, tell me a little bit about those U's then, because that means that you were not behaving 

according to their standards at the school in comparison to how you behaved in elementary 

school. "U" is unsatisfactory. I mean, those are all behavior grades.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, those were the only U's that I recall getting, although I guess from there on, my work 

habits-- I would get a lot of S's instead of E's, excellents, and that's been part of me. Unless I'm 

really interested in something, I don't (unclear), and some of that's a function, I think, of not 

thinking school is the important part, but also some of it is just, I don't know, if I'm not 

interested, I don't pay as much of attention. That's one of my weaknesses, in a way, and one of 

my strengths when I focus on things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how about do you remember talking back to your teachers? Do you remember falling 

asleep in class-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No.  

 

 
01:05:15 
 

ESPINO: 
 

-- being disrespectful?  



 

 
01:09:4401:11:14 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Maybe I talked a lot. I don't know. I guess I started talking to the girls. I wasn't trying to be a 

boyfriend. I wanted to be, but I wasn't doing that. So maybe I talked too much. Maybe there were 

other things that I'm just not aware of. So I don't really have an explanation for those things. 

Well, one of the things that went on, too, that you have to know that my older brother, Ricardo, 

he, of rights, should have gone to Burbank when I was in the sixth grade. He was three years 

ahead of me in school. He didn't go to Burbank. He fought to have my parents have him go to 

Nightingale because that's where all his buddies were and friends and everything, and this was 

too white a school for him, or whatever. I remember we would call-- , "Now, those schools up 

there, they're patty (phonetic) schools." But I remember in the seventh grade, there were two 

friends, and they stayed my friends all through Franklin. (Unclear), and they were the guys that 

liked sports, and they were bright, and they liked to read and do stuff. I had on like a plaid shirt 

and khaki pants and black shoes, and, "Hey, don't I look good?" "No." I was dressing like my 

brother, you know. It wasn't disparaging, necessarily, it just wasn't-- that was not a thing. That 

just wasn't a-- and so I don't know. That might have had an impact. I just had to swallow all that 

stuff, so that all my life, though, I grew up-- Lincoln Heights was really the fun time of my 

youth, and I didn't have that in Highland Park. Did a lot of things, and all of that.  

 

When we went to church, to Methodist Church, we went back to the one in Lincoln Heights, 

Asbury Methodist Church, and my dad had responsibilities, and I got involved in the youth 

program. I was in the Scout program there, and I got leadership training there and stuff because 

my dad was the Scoutmaster, I guess. I don't know. I kind of felt that way. I remember there was 

one Chicano guy that kind of resented me trying to tell him what to do, so maybe I was being too 

officious, because then I said, "Well, why do I have that? Well, my dad's the Scoutmaster." 

Because I didn't feel the leader there, and my brother was someone that had leadership in the 

neighborhood, but I didn't, and I wasn't from that community. But that was a whole other-- so 

that kind of part of our social life we weren't doing. But there were guys that became friends-- 

there were more Italian guys than Mexican, and they became friends. So these guys down the 

hill, the Paul Lillie's (phonetic), we became good friends with them, and I actually got the paper 

route from Paul when he went on to, I guess, the eighth grade and he started playing football at 

whatever-- I forget where he went. St. Francis. I think he went to St. Francis.  

 

Anyway, I remember getting that paper route, and right away, before I even started delivering, 

the guy at the top of the hill, Holland (phonetic), cancelled and got another paperboy. I don't 

know why. It's just something stuck in my mind. That was a good experience having the paper 

route, and then getting it from Paul. The guy that delivered was very-- the guy that ran the thing, 

he amazed me. He was a Mr. Whatever. Oh, I forget his name right now. That guy could throw a 

paper, because he had this '56 Ford, which was pretty new at that time, and he could drive down 

the street and just go boom, boom, boom, and put them on-- later on, my little brother helped me. 

We had a few houses right there on Mt. Angelus, and then nothing until Avenue 56. That's where 

I started, and then I'd go up 56. I don't think I even had one on 55, but then some on 54. Fifty-

two we had up from the top of the hill all the way down. That was rough going up 52. (Laughs) I 



would have to walk it up 52, and then coming down the other side on Grenada, oh, boy, one time 

my brakes weren't working, it was raining, man, I just went (demonstrates), and the cars went-- 

after I went by. And the dogs and all that. But that was quite an experience. Actually, my brother 

had a paper route with the Bulletin News, which was the local newspaper, and my sister would 

help him out sometimes. And then sometimes if it was really cold and everything, I'd go out and 

help him. I remember we'd keep our pajamas on and go out and do it. My brother would go out 

collecting-- and it was out more towards the more Mexican part of Lincoln Heights, towards 

(unclear) Street.  

 

 
01:13:14 
 

ESPINO: 
 

What'd you do with your money?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I guess candy or whatever. I liked NECCO candies and Tootsie Rolls. Or if we went to the 

Starland, we'd get grape Charm lollipops, big lollipops. I remember we liked that. Stuff like that. 

That was in-- I'm talking about Lincoln Heights. Then what'd I do with my money? I don't know. 

One time, I bought a baseball mitt later on. Can't remember, don't remember that. I think my 

brother was-- he has more-- I liked to spend money, but, I don't know, going and earning it, that's 

a big problem. (Laughter) Anyway, that's not my-- it is too. But a lot of our life-- then I got more 

involved later on, especially in high school, in some of the church activities. We played a lot of 

sports, and we brothers stuck together in teams and stuff, and little by little, got more respect in 

the playground as we could play a little better. Some people, they just didn't like you, and then 

others that did and that you could relate to, and those kinds of things in school. I'm going to 

switch, and then I might get back to some things.  

 

 
01:15:17 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. Let me just ask really quickly before you switch, and that is how did race come into the 

playground? Did it when you moved to Highland Park? Derogatory names? I mean, that's the age 

when you're calling each other names, whether race is involved or class is involved. I mean, it's 

an age of eleven, ten, of teasing.  



 

 
01:18:34 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Uh-huh. I don't remember people being outright-- using racial slurs to me or my brothers. Now, 

my younger sister, when she went to Garvanza School, had horrible experiences with the 

kindergarten and first-grade teachers and really had bad experiences. Later on in school, my 

younger brother, with a Japanese teacher, had real-- he was so brilliant in math, he finished all 

his geometry problems, and he had nothing else to do but just-- he says, "Well, you just sit 

there." I think maybe that person just couldn't teach. But anyways, I don't recall being invited to 

anybody's house in junior high school, when I think back on it, because later on, you found out-- 

you heard, oh, there were parties, oh, you did this in your conversations with people, and they're 

talking when I became a little more social, and when Franklin, where there was a lot more 

Nightingale kids too. So the brothers and sisters, people my sister knew and all that, we met 

more of them, and then there were just others. It was a different atmosphere that way at Franklin. 

People, there were some that just didn't like us, but didn't say. But I think that there were enough 

guys on the program, on the thing, especially, I think, a lot of the Italian guys that were 

Catholics, and that probably discouraged that. It's very funny. One time I got arrested a year after 

the Moratorium, and actually, they arrested a lot of people. It wasn't for a bad thing; it was for 

parking tickets. Well, actually, it was not for parking tickets. It was a very funny arrest. But I 

was coming out of the county jail and they were taking us to court or something, and you have 

these things around your wrists, and there were these cops looking at me. Yeah, don't do that. 

Walking up the bus was one of the guys that was one of the better players. Solano came up and 

said, "Hey, how are you doing? How's your parents? How's your-- ?" all of this, and it was cool. 

So I think that kind of thing was happening back then.  

 

We were just out there to have a good time, to play sports and to enjoy it and to do well, to win, 

too. So I think that that was some aspect of what was there. Then other people say, "You're not 

like the other Mexicans," but that was later on in high school or even guys that I went to high 

school with in college that did like that, because we weren't-- well, I don't know. We might have 

a little bit of living standard and education. I don't know. I didn't feel it quite that way.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, why do you think your sister had those bad experiences in Garvanza?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

I think there probably were racists a little bit more at that thing that level, because there were 

right-wingers. I did not have that many-- like Richard Ferraro, I had run-ins with him at Franklin 

and actually in summer school, who later got on the school board and had some problems there. 

But I think it was more omission than commission at that point.  

 

 
01:20:16 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you think it was not prevalent then, that it was just a circumstance or a situation that you 

might fall into, but it wasn't the dominant belief?  

 

 
01:23:0201:26:23 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no. As I think back, if I had been on other levels in the educational system, it would have 

been different. So that's what I think, because it was a pretty cream-of-the-crop kind of approach 

that they used in those classes that I went to, except for shop, or Burbank we had gardening, 

because he was a horticulturalist or whatever he was, botanist, or P.E. And even at Burbank, I 

was the Student Council representative in the ninth grade, in the seventh grade, in the ninth 

grade, and was the only Chicano there. Actually, this guy-- when I look back and I read my 

yearbooks, at one point-- I think it was in the tenth grade or something, because it was after 

Burbank, or maybe it was the ninth-- he wrote a thing to me about how he enjoyed watching me 

overcome all these obstacles. I didn't pay attention to it then, but years later, you go back and 

look at these things. So I think that's what he was referring to, and that he was privy more to that, 

what was being said about me, than I would have been. I don't know. So we didn't have a 

concept. We were aware that there was discrimination against blacks, and then when we went to 

Mexico and went to El Paso, I think we couldn't rent. We couldn't get one of the motels and 

different things. But, yeah, that's what that situation-- and then amongst neighbors and others, 

there were some that were friendly. Then over the years, more and more were friendly and would 

greet you, and all of that kind of a thing, and little by little, more Mexicans moved into the area. 

So that's on that score.  

 

I remember in the eleventh grade, I began doing better in class, and I think my body was 

maturing more, and started liking to dance, and all this kind of thing. But at the end of the 

eleventh grade, we went to Mexico. See, we started going to Mexico I think late in the fifties, 

and by '58, we went, and my dad took his father, and we went and visited and actually went to 

Mexico City, and then in '60 we did that again. We might want to go into a little bit more, but in 

'62 to three, we spent a year in Mexico, and I stayed out of school, because my dad couldn't teach 

me trigonometry and higher math and other things. My brother and sister stayed out at UCLA. 

We went to Mexico, traveled all around, and all of that. When I came back, I ended up being a 



starter on the varsity basketball team and one of the singers in the choir, and I was elected 

student body president at Franklin High School. Ended up doing okay on the college boards and 

all of that, and was the scholar athlete, but I was not-- they had the Ephebian Society I was not 

elected to. Actually, it turned out-- I was told later on that Ferraro was going around telling 

people not to vote for me, that I was a communist. At the time, the only group I was in was the 

Methodist Youth Fellowship. We can get into that. But I think some of it had to do with 

maturity, and some of it might have had to do more with identity, too, but I began being much, 

much better in school. And some of it, I think, was my youth, too, but there was a tremendous 

amount of difference in learning. Those trips to Mexico that we took were, I think, 

tremendously-- it was a part of my education, I think, that was very helpful to me once I got into 

the Chicano Movement and active in the community, and it was very helpful in many, many 

other ways. But the fact that I got to know a lot of the-- there was a book later on I read a little 

of, Many Mexicos, that there's many Mexico's and that there's very distinctive, wonderful things 

about historically and geographically and culturally, about all kinds of the different places in 

Mexico. That was a whole tremendous kind of thing.  

 

But in the end, I ended up still knowing that I was American. I wanted to come see how the 

Lakers were doing and see my friends and keep on going. There was, in a way, more of a 

motivation to do things. I didn't know what I wanted to do, but-- so that, I think, was a very 

defining moment, where somehow or other I got all some of that other stuff, that I wasn't doing 

as well in school, or whatever, or identifying, and didn't have quite the social element that my 

older brother and sister and others had at that time. So maybe you can go into questions or stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think we're going to stop it right there. It's been an hour and twenty-six minutes. So then we'll 

pick up the next time talking about your high school experience and maybe some influential 

teachers, and also, I would like to get into what was happening in the larger society during that 

time, because it was a pivotal moment in U.S. history, the mid-sixties, early sixties. Okay, well, 

I'm going to stop it now. (End of February 4, 2011 interview)  

SESSION THREE (02/18/2011) 

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is February 18th (2011). I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz 

in the offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute in La Placita Olvera. Today we're going to start 

with something that you mentioned last time. You kind of mentioned it in passing, and that is 



that you were one of a handful of Mexicans in many of your classes in elementary school and 

possibly junior high school--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

More junior high school.  

 

 
00:00:48 
 

ESPINO: 
 

More junior high school. Can you tell me about what that was like for you? What was that like 

being one of a handful of Mexicans or Mexican Americans? I don't know how you referred to 

yourself at that time.  

 

 
00:01:4800:05:22 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, it's something I didn't really think about except later on. Actually, another class-- 

when I was at Avenue 21 or Gates Street School, where a third or a half or more in the class were 

Mexican or Chicano, whatever, in the classes, I still was kind of among two or three that the 

teachers might be paying more attention or be dealing with in a different way, kind of a thing. So 

I didn't maybe necessarily think about it all that much at the time, and only in thinking back to it 

do I have feelings that later on in my life I began thinking about, because my brother, as I had 

mentioned, he did not-- when we moved to Highland Park and into a more northern part of it, 

which were there were much fewer Mexicans, and actually, where we lived, there weren't any 

really other Mexican family on the Mt. Angelus at that time, he didn't want to go to the junior 

high school in there, Luther Burbank, where I went. He went to Nightingale Junior High School.  

 

I'm just remembering now because one of these many guys passed away, there was a friend of 

ours that lived by Sycamore Park right below the Southwest Museum, very poor, the Heredia 

(phonetic) family. My brother would walk with him from Nightingale Junior High, which was 

closer to the barrio and closer into town, and halfway through was their house. Well, we started 

playing the Heredia boys versus the Muñoz boys right there in that park, and I just thought, well, 

that was probably before we got into playing more and more of our sports, because it was a real 

key part or large part of our lives in the Highland Park one. I just am remembering that now and 

putting it in time and seeing that sequence in what was happening. But I only had Mexican 

Americans in gym class or shop, and over there they had gardening. Or at lunchtime we'd play 



baseball and each homeroom would play the other homerooms. I don't recall another Mexican in 

my homeroom team. There were on some others, some really good athletes and nice guys, and I 

kind of knew them, but they weren't in any of my classes, math or whatever. They were starting a 

very highly tested group, a special group of students there at Burbank at that time. You've got to 

remember that's 1956, ‘57, the Sputnik time, and science became a more important thing, and all 

of that, for people. So I think I mentioned I didn't go into the houses of any of my friends. I had 

two real good friends that were friends all the way through high school, Les Linton (phonetic) 

and Bill Charlie (phonetic), and we all liked basketball, we all liked sports and all of that, but it 

wasn't till high school that I ever got into their homes, or anyone else, for that matter, which was 

not how it had been when we lived in Lincoln Heights or how it had been in other places, well, 

with my brothers and sisters and everything.  

 

So I think that that was an exception, and probably those-- I couldn't act that out. I couldn't act 

how I had learned to operate in Lincoln Heights or that, and I didn't speak Spanish. And that's 

another thing, that it was not that much spoken in Lincoln Heights or others, that when we were 

out in the fields amongst the-- I mean playing in the streets and doing stuff, that it was. So I don't 

know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Tell me a little bit about your family life then, your parents and their language skills and what 

they spoke at home.  

 

 
00:07:57 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They spoke English at home, yeah. They both had college degrees, and my mom graduated cum 

laude, actually a very good writer, and my dad went up and got a Ph.D., and that's what they 

were dealing with on their jobs, or my dad was dealing with in his job. So that was not used. 

Now, when we went back to Arizona to visit family, then Spanish was used in both Tucson and 

Phoenix, the Muñoz family, which my grandfather was a minister. He preached in Spanish on 

Sundays if we were there. He was a leader there, and that was important, but I didn't really 

understand all that he was saying. And then when we'd leave or arrive, he'd always say a prayer, 

and it would seem to go on forever, and you didn't understand it and you felt uncomfortable. In 

Tucson, my grandmother would always mention, "You should speak more Spanish," and then if 

we didn't say, "Si, Señora," and if we somehow tried and we used the familiar form, boom. 

(Laughs) It wasn't really mean or anything, but it did kind of-- my other cousins who lived in 

Tucson or Phoenix, they all spoke Spanish and had a stronger relationship with the grandparents 

and all of that, because they could communicate, and communicate more readily.  

 



So I felt that, and it was-- something I find a number of people of my generation, that there was a 

real ambivalence about Spanish, because you felt like there wasn't all that much incentive. Like 

if we had grown up around the grandparents or whatever, and in that culture, then it would have 

probably been natural. And my older brother and sister did learn Spanish when they were young 

and they were living with my mother and with her mother in Tucson during the war when my 

dad was overseas, so they had that experience. I didn't quite have that, but maybe a little bit 

more-- my younger brother and sister even less than that. Living in L.A., and with the jobs that 

my dad had and things, English was the language. Here, a choice that my dad made was-- maybe 

my mom, too, but was to go to the Methodist church, the English-speaking Methodist church, 

and reading the Bible. We read in English. Later on, he would read kind of youth classics, like 

from the Arabian Nights, and then after that, we'd read a little of the Bible and we'd have a 

prayer every night. I really came-- I'm kind of changing the subject, but to me, it kind of relates 

to how I developed, that I grew to really love a lot of the King James version of the Bible, and 

we would read especially-- I think we read through most of the Bible one time. But later on, he 

began to focus more on like the psalms and some of the more literary forms of the Bible and be 

more interesting. That's where we would learn to memorize them and we'd do them all together 

as a family, and then you began to think of them. Those form to me, those values and that 

language kind of set a lot of my world view or outlook of doing good, and the world can be 

good, and you should be liking people and loving people and telling the truth, and be good in 

your heart, and all of those things were very strong. Then there was a lot of education and things 

that we had in the family, and I learned to read on my own.  

 

 
00:10:56 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you have any favorite versus that you remember?  

 

 
00:13:18 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, well, Psalms-- I was just looking back because I wanted to talk about it. Well, one that grew 

on me later, and still, "The Earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof, the world and they that 

dwell therein." It isn't Standard Oil's, it isn't whoever, like in the Woody Guthrie song that has 

"no trespassing." It isn't those things, and we're all part of it. So you say, "God bless America," 

but it's a whole thing kind of thing, kind of values. And, oh, just so many of the different things, 

of how beautiful or delightful are the values, the laws, the statutes, and all of these things. Then 

the ungodly are not so. They're like "the chaff which the wind driveth away," and you think, 

"Okay." So there's a reward. The ultimate reward in life is to do good, and that's how my dad and 

my lived. My mom came at it in a more Catholic way, but those were their values that I 

internalized. Then we learned to study, and learning and reading and doing things were a part of 

life. Some of it, of course, was related to the Bible, but there was music and all of those things 



that somehow in me maybe a little bit more than others, and maybe because at first I had an ease 

in school that the real learning was not necessarily what you did in school. It was more what you 

did in your life, what you did at home, what you did in those kinds of things. And this got 

reinforced when I would-- my older brother especially, but my older sister as well, would pass on 

things they learned to us younger ones, and that became especially true when I was in high 

school and my brother was going to UCLA and taking some of the English lit and history and all 

those courses. So some of the kind of classical text (unclear) or Parrington (phonetic) that they 

would read at UCLA, or some of the books.  

 

Some of them-- they used to call it the "little red schoolhouse," but there was-- I remember 

reading in high school John Dos Passos' U.S.A., and it has some fabulous, fabulous writing. You 

learned about the labor struggles and cultural struggles and who Henry Ford was and who Big 

Bill Haywood was, William Jennings Bryan, and all these different things. In school, I don't 

know, I think maybe some of the problem, and it also became part of my character, I didn't 

buckle down to go get grades. It had to kind of come naturally, and to a certain degree, I regret 

that to a way, because at a certain point there is a discipline to really get at some intellectual 

things, and I go at it differently. I don't necessarily go in a straight, organized way. I meander 

and go back and forth and different things, and then start making connections eventually, and 

that's how I function.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, before we get into your later education than high school, I wanted to-- because you talked 

about how when you went back to Arizona, your cousins spoke Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel that your family was any different, or can you maybe explain the differences 

between the Muñozes here in Los Angeles and the Muñozes in Arizona and your mother-- I 

forget your mother's maiden name.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Urias.  

 

 
00:15:10 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Urias. Like, were there differences? On top of the language difference, were there other 

differences?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there was more of a college and very highly education thing in my father's family, and in 

my mother's family there was a more business and artisan specialization kind of thing in her 

family. That's one thing that I picked up on.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about the regional differences between Arizona and California?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They were always jumping on us for-- especially the ones in Phoenix, "You guys stole all our 

water," kind of thing. I remember one time I went and spent some time with cousins in Phoenix 

that went to St. Johns, which is the town my parents met, because they were both teaching there. 

Actually, one of my aunts, one of my father's sisters, went up there and then she met the guy she 

married. So we went up there with them. I didn't know the ways there, so I was kind of-- (Cell 

phone interruption)  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, I'm going to pause it. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 
00:17:15 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. I was trying to get at some differences between your family only because you 

mentioned that they spoke mostly-- well, they were bilingual, whereas your family wasn't in the 

sense that you weren't and your younger siblings were not and you used English in the house. So 

did that speak to any other differences that you could know between the two families as far as 

self-esteem and acceptance in the larger society and that kind of thing?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I don't think-- no, I don't think in terms of the larger society, because they were fully 

English-speaking and all of that. I just felt I was not as close. I felt like my mother's mother, that 

they might be a little more favoring because we didn't speak the Spanish and all of those things, 

and, in a way, that she was just closer to some of my other cousins. I had maybe a little bit 

similar to my grandparents in Phoenix. But I tried to think back on the attitudes in Spanish, and I 

feel a little bit, but it might be afterthought, that one of the reasons was that, well, they should 

have taken some time to-- they're not taking the time to teach me, to relate that to me, to draw me 

in that way. So I think that that was kind of a thing of why for so long I didn't speak Spanish, and 

there was just that-- it was more like you feel inadequate, and then it's unfair to expect you to do 

it, because there's not room made for it. That's something you have to do on your own, which 

eventually I kind of had to do. My dad, when he took us to Mexico and all of that, we learned 

and all of that, a la brava, in a way. So I think that it hit those kinds of feelings. So, I don't know, 

the closeness I didn't quite feel, let's say, to my grandparents, as others. My grandfather 

apparently was quite a wit and all of that, but we couldn't catch-- my older brother could. 

Ricardo could catch then more than I could. So there were those kinds of things.  

 

 
00:19:23 
 

ESPINO: 



 

Well, let me let you finish the story you were going to tell about St. Johns, that you went there.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, yeah, I went to St. Johns, and it was just that I didn't know the ways there and how people 

were, whatever. I was like a city slicker, not quite slicker, because I was-- well, yeah, like a city 

slicker in the sense that the country, quote, "bumpkin" really takes them for fools. They're the 

real fools. They don't know what to do, they don't really know what's going on. So in that sense, 

I had that kind of thing. Then to learn about Mormons, there was something. It was a Mormon 

town. They had one real old theater there, and for the week and ten days I was there, they were 

showing at the theater the life of Brigham Young. I said, "Oh." So anyway, that kind of told me a 

little bit about that part of Arizona society and things. Then you felt a little tension. Some of my-

- well, my cousins that would come and visit, and they were more working-class. They weren't 

the ones from the older brothers that had made it in business. We were fast friends, and we're 

still very good friends and stuff. All of those three cousins with us, and all that, we spent a lot of 

time together. But they would come to L.A., and then they said, "Well, you can't take me to any 

movies or things that are condemned." See, the Catholic Church had these policies that there 

were movies that you weren't supposed to go see, and if you were going to Catholic school or in 

the church or whatever, they had publications of what the kids can see and can't see. I said, "Oh, 

my god. That's kind of dumb." It was a difference that there was. But you notice those things. I 

guess you register them a little bit, but we were close, we were friends, we had good times 

together.  

 

 
00:22:24 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, it's interesting, because when people-- and I know it's the same country. Arizona and 

California are the same country, but it seems like there are some differences, and I was just 

trying to get at some of those differences, because when people talk about going back to Mexico, 

there are huge differences you experience. You really see how you are different as someone 

growing up in the U.S. than someone growing up in Mexico, and vice versa, and I was just 

wondering if there was any of that in your experience when you would go back or when they 

would come visit you here.  

 

 
00:24:50 
 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, no. In a way, they were kind of part of the Mexican-- my mother's family, the Mexican 

American gentry, and so there was a culture that they had. They would play canasta, and they 

would have these parties and different kinds of things, and I guess interchangeably using Spanish 

and English and all that, my uncles and aunts, and all of that. They would drink, which they 

wouldn't do in the Methodist-- in my other family. But they weren't getting drunk or anything, 

but it was socially that, and that was different than other things I experienced. I didn't have an 

experience like that in L.A. I didn't know where that kind of experience was, but I didn't have 

that. Then the second thing, in the church in Phoenix, my grandfather's church, all my other 

cousins, they went to that church, and actually, when I was more older, maybe reached teens or 

adolescence, my grandfather may have been retired, but he was there, so then they were 

respected amongst that society. So that was a little bit different than what I experienced at the 

English-speaking basically white Methodist church there. So I didn't see Arizona as necessarily 

backward or that much different than what we had, although there was a little bit, I think, of their 

feeling that, well, we were different over there in California. There were three of the Muñoz 

family out here, the Gutierrez's and the Rodríguezes, and my two aunts were teachers and stuff, 

and also very involved in the Methodist Church, too, and in the English-speaking-- no, actually, 

no. The ones in San Fernando were in a kind of bilingual situation.  

 

There's a little joke. I had a brother-in-law, my oldest sister's husband, was Jewish and older than 

she was, actually, and he had a funeral a couple of years ago, so I went up and my brothers 

elected me to speak for us brothers there in Oregon, in Coos Bay, Oregon. They were well liked. 

My sister and her husband and her children were well liked in that town, so it was a packed 

place. I get up there and I started telling them how, actually, when we were in Mexico, he went 

to ask for her hand in Mexico City. I said, "Well, we grew up, and there were three places, 

basically, in our lives: East L.A., Phoenix, and Tucson." I says, "And then we went to Mexico. 

Imagine a whole country full of relatives," because we were all relatives there, and that was, in a 

way, what Mexico became. But those were like the-- family was the important thing in our lives. 

My dad-- my cousins, I was looking at a tape of the memorial we had, and a few of my cousins 

remembered that my dad made up his own prayer that we did, well, actually at both the evenings 

and a shortened version at dinner every week, and it was, "Bless my-- ." I don't know if I said it 

the last time. "Bless my tatas and my nanas and all my uncles, aunts, and cousins, and then 

friends and neighbors." Those were like kind of in that order and in that way where they were. 

The neighbors didn't quite-- wasn't quite the same thing until after years in Highland Park. It took 

a while, and when we actually-- what did it was bridge. At one point in our life, my parents, they 

decided they were going to teach us how to play bridge so that they could play it. They liked to 

play bridge and stuff, and so we all learned to play bridge. Then somehow or other, neighbors up 

the street, the Mun's (phonetic), in Highland Park-- and actually, in my homeroom was one of 

their sons, and we were kind of friendly, but we weren't close. But somehow or other, he heard 

that we played bridge and then their parents heard. She was a teacher in Pasadena and her 

husband was, I think, a substitute teacher, but almost always at Roosevelt. Anyway, so they 

began playing bridge and all of that. We got to know them very, very, very well. I guess we were 

friendly. I mentioned before we were friendly with the neighbors. So those were the values. 

Somehow or other, school isn't even in there. But anyway, I'm rambling.  



 

 
00:28:20 
 

ESPINO: 
 

But then you get through Burbank.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I get through Burbank.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And then you get to Franklin.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Franklin, and it becomes a little better. There are more Mexicans there. In some of the classes 

there are others, and there are more Italians, too, because one of the-- a lot of the guys-- we 

eventually got onto the playground, because we just spent hours and hours on the playground 

playing ball. The ones that became friends, most were the Italians in that neighborhood, and then 

there were some white guys here and there, and eventually-- and over years, because we were 

playing there for years and years and years.  

 

 
00:29:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Actually, I forgot one thing that I wanted to talk to you about, and that is your first attempt at-- 

well, I guess it wasn't an election, but you get involved pretty early in leadership in your early 

education, maybe not elementary school, but junior high school. Can you talk to me about your 

first exposure to political life as a student?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, as a student--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Would that be ninth grade?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, in the seventh grade, I was put on the Student Council, and that was a class by my 

homeroom teacher, one of the semesters, if not both, and so I sat there. Then they were a lot of, I 

guess, some of the more dynamic personalities from the school, and so I guess that got me in 

touch with-- and I learned Robert's Rules of Order and stuff, and how to do that, and somehow or 

other it made sense to me. I was always kind of good at it later on in high school, and then in 

college, and even going to the Board of Supervisors or this or that and playing games in back 

with the politicians and stuff. But, yeah, I got to be good at those things, but I didn't have any 

issues I was representing or this kind of thing, so I don't remember talking or being engaged in 

an issue. Then again in the ninth grade, I had another homeroom teacher who was the same guy, 

and he'd ask me to sit in on that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did he explain to you why he chose you over the other students?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

No, that wasn't ever-- but I've always been a-- I don't remember it, in a way, but I've always 

been-- expressed myself, and if there were questions, teacher asked a question, you raised your 

hand, and then if you think you know it, you go and say it. So that's, I guess, what I do a lot, so I 

think they noticed that. So I guess I did okay at it. I don't know. I think I was a pretty nice, 

friendly guy, and I was real short and younger than everybody else, but very earnest and good-

natured and always smiling most of the time, I think. That was kind of what I was like. So I got 

along. So I enjoyed those classes. I enjoyed having-- in a way, in some ways, it was more 

mature. There were older kids or whatever, so I liked that.  

 

 
00:31:58 
 

ESPINO: 
 

And then when you get to high school, the first time you run for offices--  

 

 
00:34:08 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I only ran for office once in high school, and that was a whole-- I never even had thought about 

running, and I was a senior. I had a California history class, and the leadership teacher was not 

the California history. Actually, she was dating my good friend that had graduated, and they later 

got married and all this. Quite a gossip thing, but I didn't know about it till years later. But 

anyway, but he was there visiting. He happened to be there, and they were both trying to talk to 

me about running for student body president. No, not student body, just running for office. I said, 

"Well, if I'm going to run-- ." Finally, the convinced me, "Well, for college it would be good for 

you, and you should run," and this and that. So, "Okay," for lack of anything else, "I'll run, but if 

I run for something, I'll run for president." "Well, go ahead and run for president." And, lo and 

behold, I won. It was kind of a special situation, because-- did I give over this? There were two 

guys, I think, that-- the minute they stepped onto campus, they were running to be student body 

president from years back. But somehow or other, they both got grades that disqualified them at 

that time. It turned out then that at the start, I was the only one that signed up, and, oh, they 

couldn't let that happen, people said, so they got somebody to run. I thought, "That's strange." 

But in a way, it wasn't strange, too, because how could you just have one?  

 

So that's how I got elected, and it was a nice guy that came up, be also he wasn't a guy that 

thought about being student body president, but probably was a nice enough guy, people 

convinced him to do it. A lot of Chicanos came out and voted, because the vice president also 

elected was Chicano, George Aguiniga (phonetic), and we later went to UCLA as well, actually 

ran for office one time. We'll get to that. And the boys' vice president was Chicano. So I don't 

think they-- but I was the first student president then, being Chicano being a president.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you see yourself as such?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I really didn't.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Or did you see yourself as, "I am the first Chicano to run," or, "the first Mexican American"?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, but George looked at the-- he was an immigrant, and he would get on me for wearing Levi's 

and stuff, and I should be there wearing ties. (Laughs) He thought that's how you acted, and I 

guess he felt, "Well, you're a Mexican, and you should be doing that," or something. I don't think 

he argued-- he used those terms, but I think that was part of how he looked at it, because that was 

kind of part of his character, personality, and identity.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me ask you. Comparing your role in the Chicano Moratorium, you definitely situated 

yourself in the Chicano Movement. How did you situate yourself as student body president in 

Franklin as far as ethnically or issue-wise or anything like that? Or maybe you didn't.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

How did I--  

 

 
00:36:09 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you understand your role? Like the way you did later on in the seventies in the Chicano 

Moratorium, it's pretty clear you were speaking for--  

 

 
00:38:33 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I was real serious. I got real serious about it, and I look back in the paper and stuff, and I 

said typical kinds of things. But at that point, there was a new pastor at the Methodist church in 

Lincoln Heights, and he was going to get a Ph.D., and there was a young guy that was, I guess, 

an intern at ‘SC, because it was just down the street. They started a discussion group with people, 

and so they were talking about Nietzsche and Camus and Sartre and Paul Tillich and 

Kierkegaard and all of these things, you know. I had been to Mexico City and tried to read 

different other things. But anyway, so those were things. So on Easter, I gave a talk about-- 

mentioned Nietzsche, because Time magazine had had a big thing about God being dead, so I 

mentioned Nietzsche. Then I go to Paul Tillich, who talked about your ultimate concerns. So I 

talked a little bit about ultimate concerns. Is it going to be cars? Is it cars or is it girls? What 

should be our ultimate concerns? And these are the things that we should think about at this 

Easter break. Oh, the choir teacher who took us to the Bach Festivals, he just ran up the stairs. 

He thought it was just-- so that's-- (laughs) But anyway, but I think I was an honest guy. I don't 

think I put on airs. That was something I was interested in, and then I think I put it in language 

that was-- so I tried to do a good job in that way and run the Student Council in a-- but I don't 

know if I knew how to do it. The girl, young woman, whatever, that was the secretary, I think 

she got all mad that I didn't treat her right or something. I don't know what I did. Never 

understand that.  

 

But anyway, so that's how I situated myself. I took it seriously and wanted to do a good job. I 

didn't have necessarily a program, because I hadn't been on leadership classes in the high school, 

and I wasn't in that. And actually, I was not part of the social life of the senior class, because I'd 

been in another class for years before, and actually, the class previously had all kinds of straight-

A students and this and that, so this class kind of might have had a little inferiority complex, or I 



don't know. But anyway, they kind of identified with me that way, and so I wasn't-- so there were 

some people that kind of had an attitude about me, and some of them happened to be Mexican 

American, but not that many. So maybe some of that was my own sense of feeling. But one of 

the things that I kind of resent, they have a thing at Franklin-- I don't know if they still did, but at 

that time, the ones most likely to succeed. There were the Ephebians, and I remember my sister 

didn't get it, and she was in all these clubs and had a very high GPA and all of that. But I learned 

later that one of the faculty, Richard Ferraro (phonetic), who later was on the school board, right-

wing politician, was running around red-baiting me, "Don't vote for him for being an Ephebian." 

Well, he had tried to disqualify me from playing basketball, playing sports, and then from being 

student body president, because we had gone to Mexico. So then I came back and stayed out of 

school, so I was a dropout, and dropouts were not supposed to do that.  

 

 
00:40:45 
 

ESPINO: 
 

He brought all this up during your campaign?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, he did that before-- when I came on and he found out that the coach wanted me to play 

varsity basketball, yeah. That's what happened. So there was a controversy, and I think, in a way, 

I got an award for being the scholar athlete, because I was a starter on the basketball team. Had 

some good games, had some not so good games too.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you respond to him directly or respond to those criticisms?  

 

 
00:42:45 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, but I had had-- I'll get back to that. Before we went to Mexico that summer, I had him in a 

summer school class, civics class that was at Eagle Rock High School, and they had a student 



teacher from Oxy, because that's right over there, real nice, clean-cut guy. Ferraro at one point 

gave a talk on the U.N., which was no good, because he was a real, real right-winger. Well, the 

year before, I'd had a very good teacher that I liked, who was progressive, and it was on U.S. 

history and talked about different of the progressive movements and stuff, and some of the things 

I'd been reading from my brother I could interject in that and she was open to it, and that was real 

nice. But I had done a paper on the U.N. for that class, and so I had how many kids were fed by 

UNICEF or how much of this disease-- I had all this in my notebook. It was my civics notebook 

that I had in the class. So after Ferraro finished, I raised my hand and I said, "But there's this, 

this, and this, and this that they do." Now, I do remember I said to somebody at the summer 

school that I thought he was a little Mussolini.  

 

Anyway, a week or so later, whatever, they're talking about Mexico. That's coming up in the 

class, and I'm going to go to Mexico. I'd been to Mexico two years before and two years before 

that, met all kinds of cousins and got to know them and their nationalism and stuff. So the 

question came up in the class, "Who's the president of Mexico?" And it's the student teacher 

asking this. So I raise my hand. It's just getting time. Nobody can answer that question. Finally, I 

just say it, "Adolfo López Mateos," because my cousins, I had some near Monterrey that really 

liked him. "He's so proud." They had such a great president, who was better than Kennedy and 

all of this. So I said it out loud. So a little bit later in the class, there's kind of your reading or 

writing something down, and my pen ran out of ink, so I turn around to Bill Charlie, my friend, 

and ask him if he's got something, and Ferraro comes up and says, "Get out of here," and takes 

me into the hall and pushes me. "I'm not going to take any more of this stuff from you." I didn't 

do anything. Then came back in the class, and I got an "A" in the class and all of that, but that's 

the way that man was. And to think he later was on the school board for ten or twelve years, and 

it sure was a lesson to me about reactionaries. (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you afraid of him?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, but I was not a physical person, but he was not a big guy. He didn't strike me, but he did 

push me up against the lockers. Well, I didn't want to make trouble or anything or else like that. 

So anyway, I had that experience in being with that senior class. I think he had an impact on how 

people perceived me or whatever.  



 

 
00:45:20 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Was he popular?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I don't think he was popular, but he knew how to get likeable people. I have a cousin. One of 

my cousins from Tucson was visiting us. He stayed with us, and he went, and he had the other-- 

like there were two classes. So he liked Ferraro. But anyway, I didn't. Ferraro was a guy at 

Burbank, at the junior high school, who volunteered to be the head of the safeties, and he would 

patrol the halls during nutrition and lunch. He saw himself as a campus cop, I guess, so you kind 

of knew, and then people would talk about what he said. I can't remember. Now, how I came to 

the conclusion he was a right-winger, I must have had some idea of McCarthyism and stuff, 

maybe some of the stuff. My brother wouldn't have brought that to me. Anyway, I knew he was 

a-- and I didn't like right-wingers, didn't like Republicans, didn't like Nixon. Oh, god. I must 

have picked that up from my dad and other people, but they didn't talk too much about it. My dad 

and stuff, if you saw what he liked or didn't like, you could see he didn't like something, you can 

kind of figure out it wasn't somebody that was good and righteous. (Laughs) Whatever.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, you were living during the Cold War and you were in school, and there were the "drop, 

duck, and cover" drills.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, we did all those things, yeah.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

So how did you look at the Soviet Union and how did you look at our relationship, the U.S. 

relationship with-- talking about you didn't like reactionaries, he was a little Mussolini. 

(Interruption)  

 

 
00:47:34 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Just a second. Is that my-- (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, once again, I wanted to ask you what your recollections are about just experiencing the 

Cold War. What was it like in the fifties and early sixties in school?  

 

 
00:50:48 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I don't recall teachers talking against the Soviet Union or making that a major thing that 

they spoke to, and I don't recall my parents really talking about it, either. They might talk about-- 

my dad was concerned about funding for schools and stuff like that, and they were very much for 

civil rights, and not so much in what they discussed, but that you'd get up and you'd be watching 

the Dodgers playing baseball before, and they'd get up and they'd cheer for Jackie Robinson or 

for Sugar Ray Robinson or Kid Gavilán or this or that, my uncles. So it wasn't all that much 

expressed. Probably was expressed, but against discrimination, against segregation, but we didn't 

develop a political credo or something. It just was, yeah, that's unfair, that's unjust, that's 

unrighteous, that's not-- now, we did have a concept, and I probably got it more from my older 

brother, in a way, but we knew that the Indians were done in and that there were untruths being 

said about Indians in movies. So, like, John Wayne was never a favorite of mine. So I think we 

had that sense. Then there was a Goodwill, a big Goodwill center. It's still there in Lincoln 

Heights. So it was closed on weekends or Sundays or something, and we'd go over there, and if 

you knew where to jump the fence, and then you could find-- they had comic books that people 

had and all kinds of stuff, different things. Or then there might be books on the war or 

something, because we were into war, not killing people, but just the mechanics of it and all that, 

these planes and how fast they flew and what was a better one. So we found this book, and it was 



called Russians Don't Surrender. So it was a book written during World War II saying that, "The 

Russians are good allies in this war, and they're going to fight Hitler to the end." Then they 

showed the Molotov cocktails and this and that, and how they were fighting, and all of that. So 

that made sense, so we kind of liked that. That's something different. Maybe people were giving 

things to the Goodwill they didn't want to have people find in their house. I don't know. Had to 

be around 1955, '54.  

 

So I think it might have been earlier on you got that. Now, my dad, I know, didn't like Nixon and 

stuff, so probably from what he did with Helen Gahagan Douglas or all these other things, this 

witch-hunting or stuff. But I know I had those attitudes as a young guy, that I just didn't-- there 

was something in it that was similar to how blacks were treated or something, and how Native 

Americans were treated, and, to a certain degree, disrespect towards Mexico. I didn't have full 

concept of discrimination on that, but I knew that there were disrespect and ignorance or 

whatever, that was wrong. So that was kind of how that happened with me. Now, when-- well, 

go ahead. You were going to--  

 

 
00:52:09 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah, I was going to ask you if your father talked to you about his political views or talked to the 

family, if you had family discussions or if he would read something in the newspaper one day 

and bring it up at the dinner table, that kind of thing.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not really, not until-- well, later on when we were adults and everything, we engaged in all 

kinds of discussions and all kinds of stuff on every political topic under the sun. But at that point, 

I don't-- we didn't. What can I say?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how about the feeling against communism, the anti-communism that was so prevalent at 

that time? Do you remember having an opinion about it or your family having an opinion about 

it?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I mean, they weren't-- so I guess that means they weren't anti-communist. Yeah, there was 

not-- you know, you don't get too concerned so much with this other guy being a sinner as way 

over there. About you living the right kind of life is more what it was all about, kind of a thing. It 

wasn't an issue. Now, it was interesting, we went to Mexico in 1962 and my dad took a 

sabbatical leave. We had been going to Mexico every couple of years, and my dad-- we took my 

grandfather so he could go meet his sister and others and relatives, and we got to know other 

relatives and then others from our family. We went a second time for a longer period in-- I guess 

it was 1960 or so, and we stayed with relatives and met people, went to Mexico City, and came 

back. Then we went to spend that-- turned out to be about ten and a half months, to Mexico. 

There were things there that really, really struck me. I remember one thing, I came back liking 

bullfights, because I know I had a speech class in high school and I gave a talk on Manolete. I 

think he was-- was he killed? I forget. Anyway, how he was a bullfighter. He was a Spanish 

bullfighter, he was famous all over Latin America and Spain and all that. Anyway, though, I 

remember I was real nervous, and it was a very kind of sharp-tongued, witty teacher. "Muñoz," 

he says, "it was interesting what you were talking about, but as it was coming closer and closer 

to the end, we don't know who was dying, you or Manolete." (Laughs)  

 

Then I also saw this movie-- I don't know if you've ever seen it-- Macario, about the Day-- it's a 

classic. It's a Mexican classic, one of their great-- and it's the story of the Day of the Dead and 

poverty and the devil tempting this guy. It's really quite one of the better Mexican movies of that 

era or I think ever that have been done. Anyway, I talked about that in a Spanish class when at 

Franklin in the tenth grade, so I came back. So there were things that really impressed me about 

those things. In a way, though, the whole year kind of overshadowed some of that. It would take 

a lot to have memories. One of the memories, we visited a lot of family, and you would go and 

visit family, especially in northern Mexico all around, and then everybody would be sitting 

together. It was like the five kids and my mother and dad, and then they'd bring out somebody 

and a couple of cousins from down the road, and there was their kids and come meet. Then 

everybody would be looking around and saying, "This one looks like so and so," or, "Don't these 

two look alike? But this one really looks like the relatives down another fifty kilómetros," or 

whatever, "down the road." So there you go, you're going to-- you're seeing more cousins all 

around. But we stayed-- it was very interesting-- with a cousin of my dad's. We called him 

Uncle, Tío Rican (phonetic), and he was the treasurer of the town of Torreón, the city of 

Torreón, one of the major outlying cities in Mexico, and even more so now. He had been an 

accountant, actually. His father, my grandfather's brother, had been an accountant, and then he 

was an accountant. So he was rising up in the (unclear). So he would tell his sons-- he had two 

sons that were one a little bit younger than my older brother and one a little bit older than I. So 

we went with them, and he sent them around, and they were kind of-- handled his practice that he 

had had before he was in office. So they would come in, and he said, "Well, you should do this 

and that," and he was telling them how to do the business. So we went and visited all kinds of 

businesses. We didn't know everything that was going on, but you could just see from people 

that ran factories, to you met Arabs and Jews, and this and that and all these different-- you could 



just-- got a little glimpse of a lot-- then you could see the privilege that there was. They had 

government plates, so nobody could give you a ticket, and you could get into every movie free 

and stuff like that.  

 

Then there was a very interesting occasion, we would go to the Palacio Municipal, City Hall, for 

my cousins to visit their dad and to get the kind of-- what they were supposed to do that day. The 

City Hall is surrounded by troops, and what it turned out, there'd been a statewide teachers' 

strike. The state government, the capital being in Saltillo-- Torreón was the biggest city, but 

Saltillo was older and the capital. The governor didn't have the money, and so there was money 

in Torreón, and so he took over Torreón's money with the troops. They told me-- I don't know 

the name or anything, but he was an old revolutionary general. This was in 1962, so I guess he 

was still around forty-some years later. Anyway, so you saw that there was a different kind of 

thing, and we got that glimpse.  

 

Then there were others that were small kind of farmers that were in trucking and others that were 

not so well-to-do or others that were living out in rural areas, some of the relatives, so we got a 

glimpse of a lot of the different parts of Mexico. Then I think everybody in the family probably 

got to like, what, twenty-four of the twenty-eight states, and then a lot of the major museums or 

ruins or interesting geographical kinds of things. Then we'd eat there. The comida corrida was a 

little different in each different region, and things, the museums, you saw a lot more of the 

history and all of that. We lived about a couple months there in Torreón as my dad would go 

around to the northern states, and then we were in Mexico City and we visited a whole lot of 

other places. Some places we had been before, some of the big waterfalls, they're just fantastic. 

We were in Mexico City for like three and a half months, and I traveled. My brother got 

hepatitis, but I was, in a way, on my own, but I would run around the streets. One of the things I 

would do, I would get on the bus and know how to-- I got to the Benjamin Franklin, which was 

the American library. So I was reading great books of the world or reading this and that, and 

you'd go through the Zona Rosa and pass by the Angel and the U.S. Embassy and the Hotel 

Elvita (phonetic), because there you could get the L.A. Times. So I could go look in there and 

see how my friends did in the basketball games at Franklin, because they put it in there at that 

time. I don't know if now-- they don't cover the high school basketball. But sometimes you see 

the box scores, but I would look. They were doing pretty good.  

 

But I remember my friends, my old buddies that I played basketball and that had been friends, 

they wrote to me about the Cuban Crisis in '62, and they were all thinking about signing up. And 

I thought, "Are they nuts?" Because the Mexican papers were covering it, Excélsior or (unclear), 

and you picked up on it. They didn't see it that way.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I stop just for a second?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, you were telling me that your friends from Franklin would write to you letters.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, one of them wrote. I don't remember which one. But they were all mentioning-- all the 

different guys were thinking of going and signing up, and I'm in Mexico. This is what the U.S. is 

off to do something that is stupid or not right, whatever, and it's not-- so it struck me there that 

you could see a more cosmopolitan view of where the U.S. was in the world, and that also kind 

of stuck with me. I did jibe with other things that I knew. It wasn't necessarily anti-- these 

newspapers were not anti-American or whatever, but they didn't like what-- but they were 

favorable or supportive or recognizing Cuba.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you become proficient enough to read?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I could read a bit and stuff. Later on, I had had three years of Spanish, ninth, tenth, and 

eleventh grade. Then let's see. After being in Mexico, on the college boards I got a 770 in 

Spanish, which is pretty high, so I guess I got pretty good at doing the Spanish there.  



 

So you could go on and on, I guess, about things that-- but like one of the more memorable 

things was going into the south and seeing Oaxaca. It's a whole other culture, in a way. And then 

we got to Chiapas, and, oh, I remember going up the mountains and there was the Indians 

walking up the hill. I was a basketball player, wanted to look good, and strong legs. These guys 

had just these huge legs, and it's cold as hell, and they're walking up, up. Then I was told the 

problem was after drinking, they'd go back and fall down those steep slopes. But we were in San 

Cristóbal las Casas, and we were going and looking to get a bite to eat or something, and there 

was this kind of like a pool hall place or whatever, and people were in there. We went in there, 

and by then, we had learned to speak pretty good Spanish and all of that, but didn't do us any 

good because they were all speaking their indigenous tongue. So that was a whole other thing. In 

a sense, it was like when we were in northern Mexico in Torreón and all that, people knew we 

were pochos, and as we got a little further south, well, they're kind of strange, but maybe we 

were speaking a little better, too, but now they're norteños or they're pochos. Then you get to 

Mexico City and they don't care. It's a cosmopolitan kind of thing. I actually felt like I could be 

there as like I was a native or a person of that place. I did not feel foreign after a while in that 

place. I'll come to it later, but there was a sense that I had after 187, the big march on 187 in '94 

here in L.A., and I was working at the Recycler newspaper up in Silver Lake. I was exercising 

then, too, at that point, and I would go out and walk as far as I can during lunch just to burn up 

calories. I'm walking and I notice something about the atmosphere, like August 29th had its 

atmosphere or the march then afterwards, or later on, the elections of Villaraigosa, or different 

things, but this one on 187, I felt that the people on the street, basically white people, were 

looking at me with a different kind of respect, that we had stood up for ourselves. So I felt a lot 

different. Then I saw the stuff about the Mexican flag, and all that stuff came up, and that kind of 

general atmosphere was not quite there.  

 

But in Mexico City, I felt like I wasn't a foreigner. But then I knew I was an American. I wanted 

to see how Franklin did, how Elgin Baylor was doing, or whatever, because that's where I'm 

from. I loved the culture, I loved the (unclear). When we went to Veracruz, oh, Veracruz and 

Michoacán, such beautiful places. But you're coming down the hills and then there's this water, 

the rivers and things cascading down, and then going down into the sea and the (unclear). And 

you're crossing the rivers on the barges, and the porpoises are swimming out in front of you. We 

went down to Mérida, and there were supposedly troops there. They were there in foxholes. We 

didn't get to go to Isla de Mujeres. We got there too late for the last thing. But you could see 

some guys with-- but it wasn't really serious. It was supposedly for the Cuban Crisis, I guess. 

Anyway, wasn't really serious. But we come into Mérida and we're driving, have this big Ford 

station wagon with a Cadillac engine, anyway, and we're going down this kind of cobblestone 

road, and these guys run out of this house and he stops us. He just thinks for the first fifteen 

minutes, because he was so effusive, that we were relatives that he had in L.A. or in California, 

and then finally he realizes that we weren't, and he says, "That's okay. Come in and have some 

food," and do all this, kind of thing. It was a really wonderful thing.  

 

 
01:09:17 
 

ESPINO: 



 

What about the language? Did you speak Spanish when you were just among your father and 

your brother or did you speak English when it was just the three of you outside of public?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

We would still speak English, probably. We would probably speak English.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you worry that people were going to think you were foreigners, not from, or did you try to fit 

in more?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we weren't hiding, and like I said, when I was walking the streets alone and taking the 

buses and all of that, that's where I got kind of that feeling. But we had all kinds of-- we lived in 

these apartments, and there was a professor from Ohio. He was a speech professor, real nice guy. 

My mother and father stayed in touch with the Grossingers (phonetic), I think. But anyway, he 

had a tape recorder, and that wasn't all that common back in '62, had a big tape recorder that I 

guess he used for speech stuff and all that. So we take him to the Plaza Garibaldi, the big 

mariachi place, and there, there's all these nightclubs. You've been to the Plaza Garibaldi and you 

know all the-- I don't know if it's still there, because it's been decades since I've been there, but 

all these nightclubs and stuff where the mariachis play, and they're engaged. But when they're 

not engaged or they're waiting to be called, they're all out in the square and they're playing for 

free, or somebody's going to pay them, but they'll just pay for free. So we'd go up to there, and so 

Jim had his tape recorder, would tape-record it. But two or three times, I believe-- it happened at 

least twice that we're playing, and then all of a sudden, the guitarrón gets louder and louder 

because the guitarrón player came up closer, wanted to make sure he was heard, because I guess 

that's what guitarrón players have to do, that you can really hear the beat. So he got closer, and 

that's about all you could hear on some of them.  

 

But you listened to the songs. I remember there was one radio station that all they played was the 

"Cuatro Grandes de la Canción Ranchera," Pedro Infante, Jorge Negrete, Lola Beltran, and 

Amalia Mendoza, and that's all they played all day long. But we listened. We loved all that stuff. 



Then we would go to the Methodist church on Sundays, and so I wanted to talk to those girls, so 

I've got to speak Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have girlfriends in Mexico?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, no. We weren't there long enough, and I'm very shy and tend to be very shy until I 

somehow get comfortable, and then I'm not someone that's out asking girls for dates a whole lot 

and all that kind of stuff. I never was that, unfortunately. Stupid. And I always found a way to 

play basketball because I was very much a real gym rat until, actually, my sophomore year in 

college and I really messed up my ankles.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So when it came to returning back to the U.S., how did you feel?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I felt it was time, you know, in a way. I want to talk a little bit about coming into Veracruz, 

because that was also a whole experience because we were there during Carnival. Veracruz was, 

I guess, about a quarter million people at that time, but in Carnival, it's like one and a quarter, 

one and a half million people. So this town just gets-- and my dad just gave us some money and 

says, "You guys go and do what you're going to do," because it was so crowded and whatever, 

trying to have everybody-- or whatever. Maybe he just wanted us to see what was going on.  

 

So here I have money to go spend on my own. I didn't really have the-- except on my paper 

route, and I didn't have that. So we go into this place and I'm hungry, so I look and there's 

tamales, so I want tamales. Says, "You want tamales? You do?" He says, "Well, how many?" 



"Three." "You sure you want three?" So they bring the tamales. It was actually advertised as 

tamal, not in corn husks but in palm leaves, big, huge, so one was enough. I said, "Oh, my god. I 

wasted all that money. I can't eat all that stuff." (Laughs) But then we'd buy big cheeses and go 

around with tortillas and stuff. At that time, they said on Carnival, like one-third of the mariachis 

in Mexico are in Veracruz, a third are in Acapulco, and the other third are in Mazatlán, and they 

had these parades of all that, all these mariachis going by. Then in the big Plaza de Armas in 

Veracruz, there was this big hotel and stuff and there's a cathedral over there, and there's all this 

lineup of people drinking all the time. For every two or three things, you had a mariachi playing, 

and for every four or five, there was a marimba or a jarocho group, and just playing all day long 

and into the night, and you're just watching all of this and seeing it happen. Then just before Ash 

Wednesday, then the homosexuals come out and the transvestites, and the place goes crazy. You 

don't experience that-- I guess maybe New Orleans has something like that, too, but it was really 

quite an experience, and I really got to know and love the Veracruz music. It's been a real part of 

that. You learn to wear (Spanish word) and all that stuff over there, and then just the fabulous 

beauty of that region and some of the other regions is unbelievable.  

 

We came north, and I guess we were ready, that we'd already kind of seen a whole lot. I wanted 

to get back to friends or do everything. I don't know. My older brother and sister left. They went 

back to work, and actually, my sister went off and got married, eloped, but they didn't tell us for 

a while. My older brother wanted to get a job and get some more money for when he went to 

UCLA, back to UCLA, because they stayed out here. So they left, so it wasn't quite as much fun 

that way.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were by yourself?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I had my younger brother and sister, but I was never good about-- I think I wasn't as good an 

older brother to my younger brother or sister as they were to me, so I don't know. But anyway, 

because I always wanted to go with-- they're older, and the other ones were younger. They were 

too young to go with the older ones. But we went through a lot of the western coast towns and all 

of that. I had grown a little bit and matured more physically. I remember playing in Acapulco. 

There by the pier for the docks, there were kids playing basketball, and I just went, sliced right 

through them. I said, "I could play. Wow." Well, we'd been living up in Mexico City, so I guess I 

could breathe a lot better, and all of that. So I was feeling (unclear) that way. But then we were 

in Guadalajara for a while. I didn't enjoy it quite as much as some of the other areas. We did stop 

in Michoacán, and I wish I would have gotten more focused there, because we met relatives of 



my grandmother, whom I know the least. But I know that we went and met great-great-aunts that 

were in their hundreds, and the younger one was taking care of the older one. So there was just a 

whole lot.  

 

Then I came back and went through Tucson. They were watching some of the demonstrations of 

African Americans. I really didn't fully realize everything that was happening on the news, 

because we had been not in the U.S., and to a certain degree, I still miss that part. There's a part 

that was not historically linked in my mind that year, not being around or aware of that, that took 

a while to understand. Actually, when I look back, when I became student body president, it 

might have been harder, that I think one of the reasons I got elected or it became a thing was 

because of that spirit that there was in the country when the other guys got elected, that there was 

that kind of an openness to change a little.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before we move into that part of it, just one question came to mind, and that is how do you think 

that experience changed you, that experience in Mexico, living there, traveling, practically 

through the whole country?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you know, just a lot more pride in being Mexican, I think maybe an awareness of the world 

and openness to that, so when I got back to church and there's this group and they're talking 

Dostoyevsky and Kierkegaard and Nietzsche and this and that, that that was in place, that was 

cool. And I think I was more open and not thinking about it, and especially not in kind of a 

Movement terms, but just that I had more Mexican-ness to express, and I would express it. 

Because I remember-- it might have been before, but I remember I would go to Franklin on a 

rainy day with a sombrero and a poncho that I had. That's what you wear, you know. I did that at 

UCLA when I was working for the parking and got fired.  

 

 
01:20:30 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Why?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you're supposed to stand out in front of the big parking structures, and kind of you're 

supposed to be looking at whether they have their permit, their sticker. That's what the function 

was. But what are you going to do? Somebody drives by, you're never going to really stop, but 

you're just kind of there. So you're standing out in the rain, so why not get a big sombrero and all 

of that? But I bet you some people didn't like it, either. So after a while, I lost that job. Years 

later when I was student body president, when there was some function where all the different-- 

the parking guys and the this guys and all of that, I met the head of it, I says, "Yeah, you guys 

fired me back a couple years." (Laughs) I said it, in a way good-naturedly, but I said it just to set 

the record straight and all of that. So maybe that was also part of what Ferraro felt. So, yeah, and 

I was older.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How do you think it changed your family?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it was very hard on my mother, I think the machismo was, and other things. So she was 

physically weak and had a nervous breakdown about a year later. Well, no, sooner than that. 

Some of it, I think, was menopause, but some of it was exhaustion, and some was a depression 

that she went into. And I was off and running, so my younger brother and sister had to deal with 

that much more. I didn't really understand it. I tried to talk to her, this theology stuff. But it was, 

though, overall, an experience over the years that kept us together. I took some radical steps later 

on, in my whole life, I guess, and my family has been supportive. So that was something that 

knitted things together and became part of me, and the other ones in the family, became part of 

them just as well, and so they understood that too. So I think that, for me, that was something, so 

it was a wonderful thing for the family. We were close-knit before, we were close-knit 

afterwards.  

 

 
01:23:32 
 



ESPINO: 
 

Did your mom talk to you about her depression, her feelings, what she was going through?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

She didn't-- well, what she expressed to me was she felt that she wasn't worth that much to 

people or her use was not that much, in a way, that we were kind of grown or other things. Then 

a year later, she was hospitalized and stuff. And then I think she began to recover and recover. 

She went and she got a job at Iver's (phonetic). She started living her own life. Then she got a job 

at Oxy, using some of her clerical skills, made her own money, got involved in this group and 

that and the community volleyball league and all these other kinds of things, and really got into 

gardening, and later became one of the people at the-- what's the-- up there in--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Descanso?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Descanso Gardens, yeah, she was part of clubs and groups there, and she did a lot of the things 

that-- then with the money she earned, and then with what she got from Social Security, she 

would give her own gifts and stuff. So she kind of got some of her independence doing and got 

her life back over the years. But she was having to try to raise a family, moving all over the 

place. We went in 1962, so she was in her forties. My dad was the one going off and doing all 

that stuff.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Did he leave her alone with you often?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, when he would go on the trips to some of the capitals and some of this, yeah, with the 

family. Well, there would be my older sister, my older brother, or me, and sometimes my older 

brother would go with him, sometimes I would go with him when he would do a particular trip 

where he was doing the business. He would go and talk to one of the administrators in their 

education department, so he went to every state and interviewed people. So that was-- it wasn't 

all easy, it wasn't all easy. What can you say? That's something that happened. Sometimes you 

wish you could find ways to have helped make up for it. I don't know. You can't really. But life 

became nice and good later on for many, many decades. Well, I came back and I was on the 

varsity team and one of the better singers in the choir, and I was elected student body president, 

and all of those kinds of things, which weren't my concept, I would say, in the eleventh or tenth 

grades. There were these other people getting straight A's that were this and that and whatever, 

and I was a "C" basketball player, not the best player, or this or that. But I wasn't thinking about-

- I was just doing it, and it happened. So looking back on it, you say, yeah, well, there was a lot 

more confidence, a lot more sophistication and maturity just in terms of age and physically and 

all of that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were no longer the youngest kid in the grade.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Right, I was no longer the youngest in the grade.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Were you still the shortest? (Laughs)  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I was the shortest one on the basketball team and I was the only Mexican on the basketball team. 

Actually, I think that might have been in "C" basketball. Oh, no, no, no, well, we had stars and 

all of that. But the first game I started in "C" basketball actually was in the eleventh grade. We 

were playing Jackson, which was a tough school. That was where the kids that were thrown out 

of another school. So I started, so just to have another Mexican starter. Then when we played 

Reese (phonetic), which was a black school, the same kind of school in South L.A., and that was 

the first game I started. From what I recall, everybody else's locker but mine got broke into. That 

was 1962.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have a sense why?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I guess so.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, why do you think?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Because I wasn't white. (Laughs)  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, you need to say it for the record, because I know what you're talking about, but if you can 

verbalize--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, if they can't get it, then they need to study a lot more, whoever's listening to this. I didn't 

ponder a whole lot on it, but, yeah. I had some good games in basketball, surprised myself, and 

all of that, so that was very nice. I enjoyed school. I enjoyed the classes, and I thought there were 

some good teachers at Franklin. There was a good English composition teacher that I think I 

learned how to write better. The math teacher was-- well, he was the basketball coach. He liked 

me a lot, but I never pursued it. I think I could have done better in math, but that was not-- I was 

more into history and social sciences and that kind of a thing. And I think I got more-- had a 

steady girlfriend and I got into more of the different parties and different things. I found that 

there were people that liked me that I wouldn't have-- I socialized more and those kind of things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think we're going to stop right here, and then next time I'd like to pick up on the whole social 

aspect of high school, because that's when you're exposed to a lot of different things and you're 

also independent. It's time for you to make decisions for yourself. You don't have your parents 

saying, "Don't do this," and, "Don't do that," so I think that'd be interesting to talk about next 

time. I'm going to stop it here. (End of February 18, 2011 interview)  

SESSION FOUR (03/05/2011) 

 

 
00:00:37 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is March 5th, 2011. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the 

offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute in La Placita Olvera in downtown Los Angeles. Last 



time we finished talking about your high school experience and your time in Mexico, but I 

wanted to go back and find out if there are any teachers you can talk to me about or maybe any 

influential adults at that time. You talked about Richard Ferraro, and he was influential but in a 

negative way. Was there anybody who had a positive impact on you while you were in high 

school?  

 

 
00:02:1400:04:09 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, yeah, there was a C and B-- I didn't play B-- C basketball coach, Bill Bogdenoff (phonetic). 

He grew up in East L.A., actually, and then he was a very good basketball player for the 

Nazarene College. That was his church. But if you talked to him, you wouldn't think that he 

graduated from college. He just used the vernacular. I remember, "Oh, and all that jazz," he 

would say, instead of saying "etc." or spelling things out. But he loved the game and part of that 

was playing. I particularly remember being able to relate with a teacher. We were playing in a 

game and I had hurt myself. I was running laps and tripped and got a big burn on my outer leg 

and so I couldn't play. There was a scab on it. I wasn't a starter either. I was second string. So 

we're playing, and it was a very good team. We won the championships for our league that year. 

So we were beating this team and the team got hot and then really started slaughtering this team, 

and he's just going crazy rooting the team on. I says, "Coach, what about all these guys on the 

bench? Aren't you going to play them?"  

 

He looks at me, he says, "Oh, yeah." (Laughs) Then he stops and he starts putting them in. I will 

never forget that kind of an incident where I could do that and I had somebody that I could have 

that. The other basketball coach actually was even-- well, he wanted me to play varsity 

basketball. I had been just an average C-- the smaller guys' basketball player. My second year I 

didn't start. The second year I was a starter but I wasn't real fast. I couldn't jump and all of that. 

But I became a gym rat. But anyway, the varsity coach said, "I would like to see you play." 

Actually, he had asked me, and I was the-- what would you call it-- the manager, the batboy, 

whatever for the baseball team. They won the championship. I wasn't that good at baseball, but 

he wanted me to play. But even more, he was a very brilliant math person, and I eventually 

started doing well in his math classes. I don't know. Just the way he taught, I responded. He's like 

the guy, like Escalante (phonetic). Sometimes he would have the, quote, unquote, "mentally 

retarded" class and he got them doing calculus and doing all this kind of thing too. But I don't 

know. He had a standoffish, I guess-- a lot of the good basketball players. Everybody thought, 

"Well, we can't have a good team because he's not a good coach." Maybe he wasn't, but he 

certainly was for me and taught me a number of things in terms of playing basketball.  

 

I remember when I was the manager and traveling with the team, he started talking about his 

youth. He played baseball and basketball actually at UCLA in, I guess, the forties. He said that 

one year he spent traveling all through Mexico in the Mexican League playing baseball, and he 

started telling me about it. Anyway, it was just a very, very nice thing. You have a white teacher, 

very nice. So then there were some excellent teachers, a Mr. Taylor. I had him in tenth grade and 

then when I graduated, I had him for English. I didn't do well in his class and all of that. So the 



first one, I guess I got a B, but in the composition, when I was older, he really taught us well, and 

I felt prepared and had an ability to write fairly good after that, well, to do well enough here and 

there at UCLA when I applied myself. So those were two of the teachers that I really cared 

about. Then there was the government teacher who encouraged me to run for office and all of 

that. Actually, she ended up marrying my best friend from before. (Laughs) But anyway, so there 

were some-- and I think that there-- like my sixth-grade teacher, I mentioned, I think, that they 

saw, "Well, here's a Mexican student that is going to do well," and they put a little bit of extra 

maybe or they didn't take-- I think there were others where I had talent or I had this or that and 

(unclear) everybody else, but they just wouldn't, say, go out of their way to help this particular 

student or that kind of a thing, but those were some of the teachers that did.  

 

 
00:06:17 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How about subjects? Were there any subjects that were (unclear)?  

 

 
00:08:2800:11:25 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, yeah. Well, I liked history. I always liked history and I guess in the eleventh grade I had a 

teacher, a Mrs. Jeeter (phonetic), and I liked how she taught. I had been reading a lot of the 

books my brother brought home and I had become a very avid reader and actually in the eleventh 

grade, the semester before, I even took a special class and went in early on speed-reading. For 

some reason (unclear), and so then I got to where I didn't absorb as much as I should, but I liked 

to follow a story, a narrative a whole lot, and I wouldn't remember all the details, but I'd be after 

them to get the story. So I remember I started writing about William Jennings Bryan and I think I 

wrote about Upton Sinclair's epic End Poverty in California, when he ran for governor and those 

kinds of things. So I had an affinity for progressive politics. And she was a liberal, so she-- and 

then I had done a paper. I guess I'd done this paper on the United Nations, and that's the paper 

that I had in my notebook when I had the summer school class that (Richard) Ferraro, when he 

talked about the United Nations negatively, I had all these nice things that they had done for poor 

kids in Africa or (unclear). History was a favorite subject that I liked, and then I got to like 

English and writing in Taylor's class and I actually did my senior paper on Friedrich Nietzsche, 

of all things, because I was getting that in the church. But I mentioned I think I just developed 

this habit, I don't know, or this tendency of more of my learning and stuff was going on in my 

own reading and my own experience and stuff.  

 

Then after Mexico that became such an experience that I liked my Spanish teachers. There was 

one, a Miss Levinsky (phonetic), who demanded a lot. She was tough on a lot of the Chicanos. 

She said, "You guys speak the language." But I remember I spoke in that class about having seen 

this movie Macario, which is one of the Mexican classics, and spoke about it in class and felt 



comfortable enough to do that. I don't know if I would have maybe had not that earnest a teacher, 

that it wouldn't have been the same. We had another one, Mrs. Coke (phonetic), but actually I 

don't know what her maiden name was, and she played a lot of-- I don't know, I kind of liked her 

class and I did get an "A" in it, but she brought in music and other culture and she taught us 

about the song "Dos Arbolitos," which I kind of liked then. I learned the words, and so they 

stuck with me, and then I heard it a little bit in Mexico. But now I just love that song and what 

Linda Ronstadt's thing on her Songs My Father Taught Me stuff, I really just love it. So I picked 

up a lot from her. So the other Spanish teacher, he was a Chicano, Mr. Ameri (phonetic). He was 

very easygoing, big guy, kind of looked like Sargent Garcia but maybe six feet tall, but very 

friendly, nice guy. Didn't necessarily learn a whole lot there, but when I did graduate and take the 

college boards, I ended up getting a 770 in Spanish, so I was just shocked. Of course, I'd been a 

year in Mexico just before then, but this is grammar and this is this other stuff, which, I think, 

unfortunately, once I-- ever since there's a-- if I start thinking-- if I'm working when I'm-- there 

have been periods in my life when I got very involved sometimes with the immigrant issue or 

sometimes I'll be with another issue, the housing issue of homeowners, or running for office or 

doing these other things, and sometimes you use a lot of Spanish, and then when I'm using it a 

lot, I begin thinking in Spanish and then it's from memory and working. But then in other 

instances when I'm not in that mode, then I'm thinking in English and translating, and, god, I do 

the most horrible things in Spanish.  

 

I'll tell this story about years later I was doing a thing, a Thanksgiving time kind of fundraiser at 

the Instituto del Pueblo that the party had out in East L.A. I wanted to say, "Have a good turkey 

day," and I said, "Have a good guajolote day." They said, "Oh, my god." (Laughs) "Wait a 

second. I said no turkey. I said tecolote." Then I says, "I'm sorry. Excuse me. Sometimes in 

Spanish I make big errors." This old guy who's a veteran, actually came from the Imperial Valley 

and was in the struggles, a big strike that I actually wrote about in college, in the lettuce strike, 

but he said, "Rosalio?" "No," I says, "errores." I says, "Horrores." Anyway, but I did learn a lot 

of Spanish even there, I'll have to say. It was different than all the other-- there were a lot of 

Chicanos in those classes, which I didn't have in high school that I didn't have at Burbank in any 

of my classes. But I noticed that there was a good attitude, I thought, and so I learned a lot in 

those classes, as well, and they benefited me. I wish I would have held onto it a little more.  

 

 
00:13:03 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you get involved then in organizations at the high school, clubs or maybe relating to Spanish 

or other (unclear)?  

 

 
00:14:49 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 



Well, I did choir and I had actually done-- my voice is okay and I can carry a tune. I don't have 

much range as a tenor, except when I used to drink, but I really enjoyed that, singing. Then we 

had one guy that sang a lot and he would do kind of shows, music and all of this stuff, and I 

really enjoyed doing that. Actually, one year we did do a musical, but it was some impression of 

mood kind of thing that was silly, but we performed it, and I really enjoyed that. Then we had 

another one that was a more serious guy when I was a senior in MAC (phonetic) and we sang a 

lot of Bach and Mozart and all that stuff. I remember singing in the-- there was a thing that was 

held, a Bach Festival of high schools from all over the city in the big Congregational church on 

Wilshire just near MacArthur Park. So we're sitting way up here, and there's just all these people, 

and you start singing a few, and it's all coming around. Wow, you felt like you were part of an 

orchestra or something, and I really enjoyed that. I have a lifelong love of classical music, 

something that I got from my parents, and my mother especially, from her piano-playing. But 

that reinforced it, and I got involved in doing that in church. Around that time, a little later I 

would sing in the choir because I liked the girls that were there, too, and that kind of thing.  

 

So those were the clubs, but I hung around with the basketball jocks. There was a whole group of 

us that hung around together and we were the Sniders. We all liked Duke Snider, supposedly. 

Number four was a-- there was this guy who was-- actually, after a while I didn't get to like him 

(unclear) thing, but he was a unique kind of character guy and he liked Snider, so we all said, 

"Okay, we're all the Sniders." Anyway, we played a lot of basketball and stuff. Some of them 

were pretty good.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about parties or--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I had very little social life.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- movies or concerts?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Movies. Well, in Mexico went to a lot of movies or concerts. No, didn't do that. One of the 

things we did, and I don't know how it happened. Maybe it was that we weren't welcomed all 

that much or didn't feel that way in Highland Park. I've talked about our parents taught us to play 

bridge. My younger brother was a pretty good mathematician, and we would play bridge and 

then we got to know the neighbors, the Monks, who were both teachers. Then we taught some of 

my brother's high school friends and others, and there was always that going on if we weren't out 

playing baseball or basketball or doing all of this. So I didn't have that kind of a social life or 

dating or all of that until I was in college and that hasn't been me. Usually I'd end up with the girl 

that wanted to get me more than I did the other, has been a pattern in my life, but I didn't 

necessarily miss that all. Of course, you daydream about girls and all of that. So that was it. It 

was a lot of family, a lot of sports, a lot of reading.  

 

 
00:17:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

When did you know you were going to go to UCLA? Were you on that path early on or was that 

something that came through the advice of an adult?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I hadn't even thought about it until-- I wasn't even thinking about that kind of thing. And in a 

way, I guess I assumed I was going to go there or I thought I was going to go somewhere, but I 

think it's the only place I applied, if I recall right, and I don't know what I would have done if I 

hadn't been accepted or something. I was the student body president. I played varsity basketball, 

did all that kind of thing, pretty good scores on the boards and almost a 3.5 GPA. So, you know, 

student body president, so I guess you can assume that I would have-- now, of course, it's more 

competitive now than it was then, and, of course, the cost wasn't all that much, and my older 

brother and sister had been there. I was a gym rat, and John Wooden started coaching all kinds of 

great teams, so I could go-- I didn't think I was going to play for UCLA, but it was a basketball 

school, in my mind. So, yeah, I wanted to go-- I just loved the players that were playing there.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

You would go see your brother before you were actually a student there?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

A couple of times, not a whole lot, but we would go out there when he was in the dorms and all 

of that. My first year in college, we were roommates and then with a couple of friends that he 

went to high school with that had been around the house and that I knew. Now, that gets into a 

whole other place, in the high school experience-- well, I don't know. I think we've covered a lot 

of that ground right now. If something comes up from my memory, I'll--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We can go back to it, of course.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 
00:19:04 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have a college counselor or someone that was advising you?  

 

 
00:20:37 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 



No. See, my brother and sister, they advised them to go to East L.A. College, and my sister was, 

I guess, the first Chicana to graduate from UCLA Nursing School. They never recognized it 

because she was married to D_____, and so I guess they never recognized that at the time. Then 

my brother was there. We had been fans of ‘SC growing up because my dad was going to grad 

school in the early fifties, and we'd go see them play and a couple times I guess we went to the 

UCLA game and all of that and we were rooting for ‘SC. But we were young, and even in the 

basketball-- until Wooden-- my senior year, actually, in high school they won their first national 

championship, and so then I had been an ‘SC fan. They had a great player called John 

Rudometkin there I really liked. But anyway, I liked UCLA's team, and they had the black 

players. They had Walt Hazzard. My god, he was a great guard. It was just magical, the way he 

handled the ball, and they were a small team that won the championship and all that kind of 

thing. So I guess that kind of was-- I really was a basketball fan and I wanted to play as good as I 

could and I spent hours and hours and hours working on it.  

 

But I think I looked at it, too, that that was that part of the faculty that wasn't too receptive with 

working with Mexicans. What else? If they would have thought they would be good to get 

somebody to go to Cal, they'd probably be-- maybe not. Maybe not. It was a whole different 

scene in terms of what's good, but if I went to Cal, I might be a feather in someone's cap more 

than if I went to UCLA or Stanford or out of state somewhere.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But it does sound like you had a different experience from, say, some of the kids who 

participated in the walkouts in '68, because they talk about tracking, not being allowed to take 

the academic courses. It sounds like you had the academic courses.  

 

 
00:22:15 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My dad had a Ph.D. My brother and sister had gone through there and gotten very good grades, 

enough to get into UCLA, and had been in clubs or sports or this and that. So by the time I came 

around, that would be-- and that was just how-- that's my life, is college education. My 

grandfather, well, to be a minister he was educated that way. My father-- Rudy Acuña tells me, 

"Well, Rosalio, you're third-generation college-goer. You don't know what it is with these kids 

that haven't had that experience anywhere within their family, what they know." And that's true. 

But I can't do anything about that.  

 

But I think that there was, even on those levels, there was the glass ceiling or whatever you want 

to kind of call it. It just wasn't thought of in that way, and I think probably, see, when you look at 

it, where we lived, the hill that we lived on, we bought most of that hill because little by-- every 



year there were more Mexican families and fewer white families living on the hill, and then it 

went-- until-- well, anyway. Then there was probably a-- that was becoming more and more the 

factor by the mid-sixties. On the other side of it-- and here I wasn't aware. From being in 

Mexico, there's a couple stories. From being in Mexico during the Civil Rights Movement as it 

was-- because now, looking back at the history, 1963 was a big year because it was the 

hundredth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. So there was a big national drive 

around the Voting Rights Act and all the other kinds of issues, jobs, because I think it originally 

started out as a jobs march and it became more-- and there were controversies on the left that it 

should have been more and all that. But that's hindsight. I wasn't thinking about it then. But I 

remember coming back from Mexico, and we were in Tucson. We hadn't gotten back to L.A., 

and I'm anxious to get back to L.A., and everybody's sitting around watching the TV, and the 

dogs are out on the people and all of that. I'm looking on that and I didn't get caught up in it 

because I was-- my mindset, that was a whole other thing, but I saw that it was there and it was 

happening. But that summer I started getting ready to try to play varsity basketball. I was playing 

basketball all the time, so I don't even-- maybe I saw on the news about the big speech August 

28th of Martin Luther King at the big march, but I wasn't big aware and into that at that time. I 

was probably out playing basketball that day.  

 

 
00:24:44 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Were there African Americans, very many, in Franklin?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't remember any while I was there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you identify with them, their issues?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Oh, yeah. Oh, I did, I'm sure.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

When you saw something like that on TV, how did it make you feel?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that they obviously had to win, but I didn't see an immediate relevancy right in front of me 

because there were no African Americans in Highland Park and there had been few-- my brother 

had friends that were from the projects, from the William Mead, which we called Dog Town. 

They had come by the house when we lived in Lincoln Heights and they were cool, and we 

always identified-- we would watch TV. I don't know if I've told this story, but my dad and my 

Uncle N_____ that stayed with us a couple years, and when the fighters-- you'd be cheering the 

black fighters or the Latino fighters or Jackie Robinson or whatever. You tended to cheer more if 

it was African American because you were against the discrimination, but it wasn't a political 

ideological thing. It was more of a, I don't know, personal orientation, a world-view kind of a 

thing that was just-- same thing about Native Americans, John Wayne movies. You just never 

know. That's not what it was about. There's not enough respect there. But I didn't have it thought 

out in terms of any kind of a political program or that kind of a way of looking at it.  

 

 
00:26:28 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, in 1964 there was a lot going on as far as John F. Kennedy.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I'm going to get to that, '63. Well, that summer when we came back, actually, it was 

tremendously hot, it was 100 to 106, 107 for several days, and there was actually a walkout from 

the school. It was white, and there was one Chicano guy, I remember, was always, "Come on. So 



you've got to get into this too." My dad was in charge of attendance. It was not a political-- it was 

just we didn't want to be in classes, so let's just leave. "It's too hot." And we did. But I think that 

that was part of the spirit of that part of the sixties, to assert yourself in that way. Then my 

winning the presidency and having all these Chicanos-- I think that that was an-- looking back on 

it. I remember when I ran, I went and got all-- I had this book of quotes, a very patriotic thing, 

but "Equal rights for all and special privileges for none," and this and that. But I was just 

thinking those were slogans that I liked in general, but you could read them in another way. So I 

think that that was--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Like the basis of democracy.  

 

 
00:28:2700:30:52 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. So that was a deep value in our family, too, not necessarily a political one, but that was 

part of all of your life. It was tied also with my parents to their religious and moral values, and I 

incorporated that into what I felt, but it wasn't-- somehow I was into Nietzsche or trying to find 

out other things. My imagination wasn't there at that time.  

 

Now, I remember I guess I had a class with a government-- some reason I was doing an errand 

on the day Kennedy was shot and I had come around the back of the school. You went there, so 

you know where the girls' gym was, and then we had bungalows down below on-- I guess it's the 

north side, the York Boulevard side. Anyway, they had bungalows down there, so I came around 

and I had to come down that way to be going back and across the street to where I had to be 

before the bell rang. I'm going down, and then all of these kids are coming out of the bungalows, 

"Kennedy's been shot," and, "We don't know," and this and that and this and that. And I walked 

home with this neighbor, and he was one of my best friends. He was my best friend the first part 

of going back to Franklin because he had grown up on the same playground. For the playground, 

I was a good Ping-Pong player, but his sister was number one in the city, and he was really, 

really good, so he could beat me at Ping-Pong. I guess they had a Ping-Pong thing at their house, 

but (unclear), and he was always playing. He wasn't real fast. He was a good pitcher. He had 

gone to Cathedral, and then I guess he wasn't college material or something. Anyway, he was 

out, so he was going to Franklin. So he was starting Franklin new, and I was coming back to all 

my friends that graduated, and so we were kind of lone wolves and all of that. But he knew more 

people than I did of the kids in that class, and we were friendly. But he wasn't an intellectual, just 

a good guy. So we were in choir together and all of this and so we walked home, and then the 

next couple of days we were off and I spent with him.  

 



Both his parents worked, and we're sitting there watching all of this stuff, and he could not pull 

himself away from the TV, and I was there kind of being his friend. He was a very Catholic guy, 

so that identity with Kennedy was real strong and his patriotism, and he was just glued-- and 

we're watching, and then there's Jack Ruby and he's getting caught, and I'm watching all of this 

stuff. He had a whole different kind of way of looking at things than I did, and I guess I found 

that kind of interesting. Then he kind of needed-- I felt he didn't want to be doing it alone. I 

thought, "Well, maybe I should be concerned. This is the U.S. president." Again, I'd been away 

for a year, too, so I wasn't involved in all the politics of what was-- I didn't know that. I could tell 

you some things about López Mateos or something, but--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, the stereotype is that the Latino family at that time worshipped, almost to the point where 

he was revered almost as a saint.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't know how my mother thought about it. No, she didn't look at it that way. She had her own 

ideas about religion and Catholicism. She was very strong on separation of government and the 

state and she might have-- my dad would kid her. He thought she might vote for Nixon because 

she didn't really like Kennedy that much. Maybe she didn't. I don't know. I never talked to her 

about that, but I'm certain they were very upset. It was tragic. It was sad. It was all that, but it 

was not that kind of a-- and then she was also, at that time anyway-- and then my dad was not 

Catholic. He would go to Mass. He wouldn't get on his knees or whatever.  

 

 
00:33:07 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You didn't have pictures of him in your home, that kind of thing?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 



No. No. Oh, no. So that way my parents weren't political in that sense at all, but very much, very 

pro-Democratic, and then we'd watch and follow the Democratic conventions, I remember, in '56 

and in '60. I kind of thought Kefauver, though-- he wore the coonskin cap, I guess being from 

Tennessee, I guess, anyway, of Davy Crockett, which was real popular at that time. That was a 

big thing. Then Adlai Stevenson, and they ended up running together, and then there was '60 and 

Johnson and all that. Actually, my dad was very much for Johnson because he had grown up in 

Texas, where he couldn't go to school, but where Johnson was, he was a teacher of Mexican kids. 

And in a way, if you look at his record, he did more than anybody else up until that point, his 

presidency. I guess the Kennedys had gone after the Mexican vote before-- I imagine we didn't 

really have that much of a vote to be that much of a difference in '56, but in '60, obviously, it 

was, and there was a mobilization of the Kennedy Clubs and all of that. Ever since then we've 

been more a part of presidential politics. But anyway, I remember watching those very much. 

And my older sister, now a Republican because her husband was a-- well, she's a Republican, in 

Oregon, was very much in 1960 for Stevenson because he was a peace kind of guy, and she 

actually went down-- it was at the Sports Arena was the convention that she went, so I remember 

that. I wasn't that much into-- I knew who I was for, but I was not an activist at all because I 

wouldn't have-- the only reason I'd go to the Sports Arena, to see a basketball game or 

something. Actually, though, I don't think they played-- that was just like the opening, the first 

thing they did at the Sports Arena downtown.  

 

 
00:35:19 
 

ESPINO: 
 

So how would you describe your biggest passion in high school?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Basketball and reading.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Then when you went on to UCLA, you said that you watched their team, their basketball team, 

but you didn't have any ideas or hope to play?  

 

 



00:37:12 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I wasn't that good. You've got to be big, and the smaller you are, then you have to be 

strong. I remember I played when I was a freshman in some half-court games with guys that had 

been the starters, and the shortest guy that was playing there-- but the guy was like forty pounds 

heavier than I was and he came by, (demonstrates). So that wasn't the northern league of 

Northeast L.A., which were all smaller teams and weren't the bigger schools or didn't have black 

players or whatever. Well, Belmont did and Lincoln did, and they were the better teams at that 

time because they had projects near them in the south part of where the northern team was. I 

didn't get to be very good until I was a freshman. I played very good right afterwards as I 

finished being a varsity player, and then my body just got stronger, but not strong enough to play 

with those guys. I started to be very good. In that summer and spring they had a basketball thing 

at the playground, and I ended up being the most valuable player, scoring twenty-eight points a 

game. I don't know how I did that.  

 

Actually, at UCLA we played, my brother and I, and Doug Smith was on our team, the guy, the 

reporter for the Times that I think you know. We had one other guy that was really good that 

then went to play junior college ball the next year. We didn't win a championship, but we did 

real good. But in one game I scored fifty points, when you're getting into a zone, because 

eventually I could shoot with both hands, lay it up with both hands and do a lot of stuff like that. 

But now I'm getting into when I went to UCLA. But I really excelled at basketball after a while 

for my size, you know, and actually for my athletic ability because I am not fast and I don't jump 

high. So I guess I was a very tiny Larry Bird-type player. (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What are some of the classes that you took at UCLA that you really enjoyed?  

 

 
00:39:44 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Well, we're going into UC. There's another thing before I get to UCLA. Right after 

graduating, my first girlfriend, steady kind of thing, was in the senior year, and she was friends 

my freshman year at UCLA, and then we were together pretty close when I was a sophomore in 

high school. We started-- around the church they had discussions and we would talk some of the 

politics, and so I think one of the books we read my senior year was what was called The Secular 

City, and some of the issues from a theological point of view we would go over and other things. 

So there were three of us from Franklin, Doug, myself, and my girlfriend-- her name was Julie 



Maguekin (phonetic)-- and then there were two girls from Lincoln, Julia Rodriguez and Krieger, 

Carol Krieger. I had known her brother, was a basketball player, and Julia's brother was a 

basketball-- actually, I'd seen Julia when I was playing summer league right after coming back 

from Mexico, our city summer league basketball, and the home court was at Lincoln.  

 

So I remember playing with all the other guys, and the same thing was true when I played at 

Franklin was I was the only Chicano, and so I would be going by-- and her way of putting me 

down was-- I didn't know her then. I met her six months or whatever down the road, but she 

called me "The TJ Surfer." "TJ" was bad for Chicano, and a surfer was bad for the-- the two 

worst things you could be, I guess because my hair flopped over my head like a Mexicano or 

whatever, I don't know, or that was just the worst thing she could say and try to get me off my 

game. But anyway--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did it bother you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I said, "What's this?" (Laughs) I wanted to win. I was into whatever, you know. I was into 

the game. It didn't distract me. I just never forgot that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me just ask you one thing about that. When I was at Franklin, "TJ" was also used as an 

insult, but "surfer" was not an insult. You're saying that--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It was a-- yeah.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why was it an insult at that time?  

 

 
00:42:26 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there was a big thing between the TJs and the surfers. Like a lot of those guys that were 

kind of into the surf scene were also white guys that liked to lift weights and liked to fight or 

proud of their fighting prowess. I remember one of the guys-- I remember we were in the locker 

room dressing for whatever after working out-- I don't know if it was a gym class or sports class-

- and one of the guys that hang around-- and the surfers wore their Pendleton's and the Chicanos 

wore their Pendleton's, but, of course, the surfers had jeans and the Chicanos had khakis. It 

wasn't so much the thing at Franklin to wear the Pendleton and khakis, although it happened. 

And this one guy was coming-- the (unclear), they were usually the guys that were lifting 

weights and that. "All those (unclear), underneath their Pendleton's, they don't got that much 

muscle." I remember this guy saying that. (Laughs) I thought, "Okay." Anyway, but that wasn't 

the scene I was in, one way or the other. I was with the Sniders. We were not into either one of 

those.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Maybe you can describe for me how people viewed those two groups, the surfers and the TJs, 

how your group of friends looked at them. How would you describe them intelligence-wise, 

class-wise, or did you have an idea of--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it got real popular. So one of my good friends, Bill Charley (phonetic), who I get in touch 

with now and then on Facebook, but he says he still plays it, has a great jump shot.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Maybe.  

 

 
00:43:20 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Maybe. Well, we're sixty-- he must be sixty-five, so a little older than me. I'll be-- no, he will be 

in a month. I think April was his birthday.  

 

But, no, we didn't quite identify with the surfer. We didn't see them as necessarily smart, but 

there was one guy that played on the basketball team that was in some of the college classes, but 

he wasn't the brightest and he wasn't the best basketball player. He wasn't as much a basketball 

player as-- but he was into surfers and he did have some real nice-looking girlfriends and stuff. 

He was tall. But I don't know. There were the surfer dances and surfer songs, the music, and I 

would go to the dances and I would dance those dances. You've got to dance like the surfers do 

or whatever because that's what the girls liked too. So anyway, I didn't identify with them and I 

didn't identify-- I don't think there was a-- there wasn't one gang at Franklin at that time that I 

was aware of. So maybe four, five years later, then the avenues became a big thing or maybe the 

CP, Cypress Park, guys or whatever. Eventually, there were enough numbers, but I don't recall 

that kind of activity. Now, though, there was a guy that had ended up being a student body 

president and he was a-- I forget where. Latvia. He was a Latvian immigrant, but somehow or 

other, he identified with the gangs. I guess he was in one, and he came and he would wear his 

Pendleton as student body president. S_____ was his name. But that wasn't-- I don't know. 

Maybe we were-- my closest friends, we were real nice kids, I guess, but we weren't down on 

this one or down on that. I think we had a pretty good democratic spirit, that sense, and we-- 

what can I say? That just was-- so I think that the surfing was-- I loved to go bodysurfing. I didn't 

feel like I-- I wanted to go surfing, but my balance isn't all the great. My ankles aren't all that 

great, especially now, but at that time even. So that wasn't something that I could see myself 

doing or even affording. To go out to the beach all the time, that wasn't my thing, so I never got 

to do it. I loved bodysurfing, so I would think sometimes, "Yeah, it must be really something," to 

be honest, so you admired that.  

 

 
00:46:14 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Were they popular?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I think so, I think with the white girls, anyway, and maybe with some of the Mexicanas, 

too, I don't know, tall and athletic and into that. I don't know. Cool.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about the group that you called TJs?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't run with-- I don't know how many there were, and I didn't run-- and I don't think, like, 

Jorge Agiña, who was the vice president, wasn't a surfer, so I don't know. I don't know, see, 

because I was not-- they weren't in classes, and there were more-- several people that began 

befriending me that senior year. I was president and I was playing varsity basketball, but I 

wasn't-- but had also intellectual interests or other things. If I had been around maybe another 

year or had not gone to a place like UCLA, I might have had more contact that way. When I start 

thinking about it, yeah, it was more contact with other Chicanos on the campus at that time. The 

person that had been really secretary of the student government the first semester, Lupe Valeria 

Perry, attractive but a very wonderful person, kind of, she had some boyfriend in the navy, 

though, so it wasn't-- but anyway--  

 

 
00:48:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how did that go over, speaking of interracial dating? Because it sounds like you had a 

girlfriend who was not Latina.  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Right, right.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did the larger community perceive that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't know. I hope they were happy for both of us. I don't know, because we didn't have 

boyfriends or girlfriends before then that I know-- no, she was from-- she was relatively new. I 

think she was, like, there for half a year before. She had grown up in Columbus, Ohio and, 

actually, from kind of a gentry. Their family knew Thurber and all this, and she could play the 

harpsichord and she played the guitar and sang (unclear) songs.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, I just asked that because later on in the Chicano Movement that became a big issue--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Oh, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

-- ho were you dating. "Oh, you're dating (unclear)?"  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, see, I wasn't running with a bunch of Chicanos, so I was--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But at that time, I'm just wondering, was that an issue? Did people care? Did people care that 

you dated somebody or that she dated somebody--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. No.  

 

 
00:49:15 
 

ESPINO: 
 

-- who wasn't white or that you dated somebody who wasn't white.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

But, no. No, I don't think so, or maybe-- I don't think they cared all that much, but I got to see 

more of her circle of friends, and that was more liberal. She lived up on Mount Washington. Her 

father was an architect, an architectural kind of artist. Actually, like the Hall of Records, the new 

Hall of Records kind of thing, you know how the windows facing south kind of move? He 

designed those. Then the bridge out in the-- I guess it's still the Statue Garden. There's a bridge 



kind of that's not on top of any water. He was so mad. He thought there was supposed to be 

water there, and Murphy (phonetic), I guess, never did it. But he was kind of an--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did he treat you?  

 

 
00:51:3000:52:06 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, very nice. The first time I went over there for dinner or something and we're sitting and 

talking, and I talked to him about Thoreau and Nietzsche and all that. He was a nice guy. She 

didn't get along with her mother at all, who was a teacher at Long Beach State, but that's another 

thing. I didn't get too much into that at all. But anyway, so I got to know more people in the class 

through her, but they were more-- some of them were hippies, some of them smoked dope, most 

of them were white, and that's how it was. And I guess she was aware of gossip about me that 

people would say, because people didn't know me, you know. Most of the senior class, they 

didn't know me at all because I was in the advanced classes, so only those would know. But I 

was advanced, so they weren't in those classes till later on. So they weren't in the classes that I 

was in, except choir or the guys were in the sports, but there weren't that many, so I didn't pick 

that up that way.  

 

Then in the church it was really nice. My friend Doug (Smith) got along with "Cha Cha," (Julia 

Rodriguez) and I was there with Julie, so we had two mixed couples. Actually, we were in touch 

the next year-- well, we got back-- we were in touch our sophomore year when we were going to 

UCLA and were roommates. So I didn't see any opprobrium, and we didn't start getting more 

serious till the end of the senior year or--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

At that time I know you had a different experience because of your older brother and sister, but 

at that time it was not uncommon for couples to get married right out of high school. Was that 

ever something that you contemplated?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, no. No. I don't know. I never contemplated marriage until somebody said, "Either you're 

going to marry me or you're going to-- ," and that was after college, so that wasn't-- (laughter)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, just because you mentioned that you got more serious towards the end of your senior year.  

 

 
00:53:5500:55:58 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, okay. We were just steady and not real serious. No. Maybe she would have wanted to be, but 

that's not where I was at because I was-- but that summer I went looking for a job and I'd had one 

little job with my cousin Felix, actually, when we got back from Mexico. He was working with 

guys that summer that he knew in South Pasadena that had a business. One guy, the older brother 

of these guys that he'd gone to school with, went and cleaned offices and cleaned different spaces 

for people, so it was a kind of a maintenance-- so me and Felix were there and we'd go to-- like, 

there was a Currie's Ice Cream near Riverside Drive that we had and we would go over there and 

use the mop and polish the linoleum floors and all of this stuff. That was one of my first jobs 

with those guys outside of doing my paper route.  

 

Then the next job I got was right after high school and I went looking, and there was something 

about room and board, and then you got paid-- I forget-- whatever it was. And I got this job at a 

Jewish summer camp in Upland, washing dishes, and it was quite an experience because there 

were a number of-- well, I was washing dishes, okay, and there were two Chicanos there from 

Colorado and, I don't know, maybe they were gay, maybe they weren't. I wasn't even thinking 

about that. They were friends and they were whatever. So they were also in kitchen work, and 

one was more janitorial, and I ended up running this machine you just put the dishes in. I got to 

know some of the kids after a while, some of the people there, and I stayed there. So I was there 

all summer long, so I never got-- we didn't follow up with the girlfriend, anyway, at that point. I 

didn't mind the job. I had some extra money and I would have it when I went to UCLA. I wasn't 

spending it and all of that. Then I was getting to know some of the Jewish kids, which (unclear) 

for UCLA. There were these two Hungarian cooks that cooked all the food, and then there was a 

young guy, Jewish guy from Philadelphia. The name was Richie, anyway, that was an assistant 

to the cooks, and then we were the Mexicans doing the dishes and all that. I got to know the guy 

that was the assistant to the cooks.  

 



Well, after a while, I don't know what happened, but somewhere around the middle of the 

summer, they decided that we should do the dishes kosher. So you had to get these plates and 

that plates and all of that, and it just was going to make the work two times as hard and we were 

going to be there longer. See, I had got them going and I had organized how we could do it and 

made friends with the ones that-- I guess there were some that maybe were on scholarship. They 

were all constantly helping, and that might have lowered the price for them. I don't know. I don't 

know what the setup was. But we got it going real good to where we were just working five, six 

hours a day. I had time to read and all of that and I don't think that the guys liked that. But 

anyway, somehow or other they came up with this idea, and then it was impossible, you know, 

and it was also hard on the ones that had to bring it in, gather up the dishes and bring it in to us. 

So they were going slow, which made us there longer, so it was going to ten, twelve hours, and 

so we were just-- and so finally Richie came up with the solution. He says, "Hey, they're not 

cooking kosher, so why should-- ?" They were acting like they were, but how they were doing it 

wasn't, okay? "So why should we all have to do-- ?" And that solved that problem, so we were 

back to the six hours or whatever it was. So I met some people that I got to know, and I learned a 

whole lot there. But at the end of the summer, they came--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm hearing some noise, so I'm going to pause it just for a second.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 
00:58:19 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back, and before we start, let me just-- this thing keeps rubbing against your shirt. 

Okay, so you were telling me about your experience washing dishes in the summer. 

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Yeah. Well, I was just coming to a close. Well, the summer camp ended right around the 

beginning of September or something, and so then for-- what is it, what's the holiday that's right 

there? Rosh Hashanah or-- yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think so.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

So they were going to convert it into a kind of like a place you could-- maybe a week, almost 

like a resort for Rosh Hashanah, but you had to clean up the whole place, so they started 

throwing us out in the yards and raking up the-- and this is out in Upland, mind you, which is up 

on that hill, foothills, is where all the heavy smog that goes into the Inland Empire, which has all 

our smog gets blown in there. So it was the smoggiest and hottest place. It's in the 100 degrees, 

and they want us to work outside and do all this other kind of work and repair and this and that 

and move things around and all of this, and it was just horrible.  

 

 
00:59:40 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel exploited?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, and then everybody-- these other guys were feeling-- one of the Chicano guys, Felix was 

his name, he walked with a limp and he had difficulty doing that. The other guy, Tommy, was 

small. He was very well built and all that, but he was small, short, maybe five-two. And there 

was all this stuff they wanted us to do. So we struck, and we said, "We're not going to continue. 

We're not going to finish this job unless you pay us more, and then you have to hire some other 

people." And they ended up doing it.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Who was your spokesperson?  

 

 
01:01:45 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Me. Well, we were all there, but, yeah. So I knew-- well, and I was going to be going to UCLA, 

and there were other kids that had been in the camp that I didn't really meet up with them until 

later on and I got active. Some of them were very active in the fraternity and in the student 

government kind of stuff and other stuff, well, one of them in particular. So then we did that, and 

then I says, "I have to go now because I have to go take the Subject A." And I was real serious 

about it. There was a guy who was the businessman partner and he had another business, 

advertising, but he had this line of pizza places, and their slogan was, "Had a piece lately?" Can 

you imagine? (Laughs) Then this other guy was this very tall, rabbinical-looking psychologist. 

So these were the partners that had this, and the guy that ran the camp, I guess, was the 

psychologist, and I guess the guy that did all the logistics and money and whatever was this other 

guy who was based out by Pico and-- near La Habra, I think it is. Anyway, was where I went to 

interview for this job anyway.  

 

They hired me right away, and he wanted me to stay. I think he half wanted me-- well, they 

didn't want to hire somebody else, but also I kind of was the one that figured out how we could 

get everything done effectively in a short time as possible. So anyway, I just remember this guy 

bullshitting me some, "Oh, you can pass that real easily," which I guess I did, but since my older 

brother had not passed it-- my older sister had-- and he had to take the English 1A or whatever 

they call it, whatever they call-- Subject A is what they call. So I was worried. I go, "Maybe I 

won't either." So I went early and took that, and that was the end of that. So it was quite an 

experience to have that work experience and to get an introduction into the Jewish community to 

a certain degree. So I enjoyed that experience quite a bit.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

When you stood up to them, you weren't afraid of losing your job?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, in September I was going to be going to UCLA pretty soon. I wasn't thinking that way. It 

was just unfair, and it was unfair for the way-- these guys that I'd been working with all summer, 

it was really bad on them and that's what they were facing. So maybe it was like kind of in 

solidarity with them. It was just, "Yeah, this is unfair." I knew I was going, so maybe that's why 

maybe I spoke up, but I don't remember thinking like that. It was maybe just evident or that just 

was how things turned out, and I think it was-- thinking back, it was getting very hard on Felix in 

particular, thinking back, and I remember how the other guy, Tommy, was feeling, and then 

thinking about it later on over the years, well, maybe they were a couple. I wasn't where they 

were sleeping, so I don't know what that situation was. But I'm proud of that when I think back 

later that, yeah, we did that. I don't know what happened with them afterwards.  

 

 
01:04:17 
 

ESPINO: 
 

They weren't on their way to college like you were?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, they were on probably to the next itinerant kind of job.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were they your age?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, they must have been around thirty or so.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's interesting. So then you get to UCLA.  

 

 
01:06:26 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Then I get to UCLA, and we have a-- well, my brother was there and he had-- it was near his 

senior-- I think he had to get a couple of units after that year or a couple of classes. And I was 

rooming with my brother at UCLA and we were in an apartment, so I was not a dormie, which 

most were, or this. I was an independent on the campus, not in a frat, not in a dorm, not kind of a 

thing, but right near the campus, and we had a two-bedroom apartment. My brother and I had 

one bedroom and our two friends that went to Franklin as well, Larry and Leonard, were in the 

other apartment, and I was going to UCLA. First thing I remember is that there were fraternities, 

a few that tried to recruit-- my brother had some friends that was in a fraternity, but there were a 

number of them wanted to, but I didn't identify that way and my brother didn't identify that way. 

The frats, they were just kind of elitist kind of thing. It was not really a democratic thing. And I 

guess that some of that, it's a gabacho thing, but I didn't use that term, or a patty (phonetic) thing. 

That's how I would have thought five years before from Lincoln Heights, but I don't think I 

thought in that terms. But that was what I said, yeah, that's like the Republicans, although plenty 

of them probably were Democrats too. I don't know. But anyway, no, that was not what I 

identified with whatsoever.  

 

So I thought about it, and then somebody made a comment, well, here they would like to have a 

Mexican American that was a student body president and a basketball player and all of that, 

would look good for their fraternity and then maybe they wouldn't have to have a black too. 

That's how I looked at it, though. They said that to me. I said, "That makes sense too," but I just 

wasn't interested. "Oh, well, you can go to a party and get some free beer or something." So I 

didn't go for that kind of a thing and I--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you tempted?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

To go drink the beer?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

No, to join the fraternity. (Laughs)  

 

 
01:08:03 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I was tempted to go drink the beer, but, no, I wasn't tempted to join. I had a place. I had a 

place I was going to stay with my brother. Let's see. I'll describe a little bit. Almost every 

weekend, just about, we went back home. Now, we were part of this church discussion thing and 

we would go home to be with our parents and we would come back with a big pot of beans every 

week and then maybe something else. That was a staple that we had those beans and we had 

them all our lives. Very few people could make beans that tasted as good as my mom's. I had a 

good friend later on that had a restaurant. His were just about as good.  

 

We had a basketball league, and there were two brothers that were part of the church group and 

the discussion group, and we would play basketball on Saturday, I guess, and then Sunday would 

be church and we'd sing in the choir. I don't know, we were still tied to home and to all of that. 

My girlfriend, I guess she got tired. I was like six days a week and you had a day off, and I didn't 

go back into town most of the time, and so I think she got tired and she got another boyfriend. 

She went to LACC and had an apartment and her boyfriend and all that. I wasn't heartbroken at 

that point. I really liked most of my classes my first year. I had Western Civilization, and there 

was this teacher, very famous at UCLA, was not a Ph.D., and he was a lecturer in the Western 

Civilization course and he was also a lecturer in art history courses. His name was Albert 

Huxley. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 
01:09:50 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. So your girlfriend leaves you for another young man.  



 

 
01:12:19 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. I wasn't looking for a girlfriend. I was going to UCLA. It was just a whole new kind of a 

thing. There was Albert Huxley. He was very, very funny. He was obviously a gay guy, tall, very 

eloquent and funny and a wonderful lecturer. I think Kareem Abdul-Jabbar says that was one of 

the best things about his experience at UCLA, to have that guy as a professor. And I had an 

anthropology class, a very top-level guy. I forget his name, real young and energetic. You had 

these huge classes of three hundred, four hundred people and all of that, and then you have these 

smaller sections. And they had some very good French teachers. The French teachers were 

mostly women in their later twenties that were going to be going back to whatever, their 

doctorate or whatever. I forget how the (unclear), but they were here kind of waiting till they 

passed this other things and were in their system, and most of them very charming. It was an 

immersion kind of a-- you walked in there and you didn't-- so I learned a lot of French. But I was 

disappointed severely in philosophy, and the philosophy that they had at that department was-- I 

don't know if it still is, but very much into symbolic logic and other aspects of what I would now 

call idealist philosophy. I wish they would have had Angela Davis or-- not M_____, but if I 

would have studied Marxism then, it would need a good teacher to make it interesting, but I 

would have really gotten into it then because that's when I was looking to try to get for me with 

how do you really understand the world and history and all these things and then what is the tie-

in to action.  

 

I guess one of the reasons I really liked history is that I wanted to know how to do the things that 

were best in the world or for the world. It was simple. And I was real serious about this. Like 

when I was studying Nietzsche and Camus, I started reading a lot of Camus, not so much Sartre. 

I really liked Camus. I remember my girlfriend thought, well, in high school and maybe even in-- 

"You have delusions of grandeur. You're thinking of all those kinds of things."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What kinds of thing?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Huh?  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What does she mean by that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That I guess I felt like I had a destiny of something, that I was going to do good in the world, but 

I don't know if I thought it was a-- I guess I wanted to be excellent, too, but they're two different 

kinds of things. Well, they're both, I guess, important, but I was not making a career of it like 

some people would. They would walk out of UCLA or somewhere and say, "I'm going to be the 

president of this," or, "I'm going to get straight A's and get a career." I wasn't thinking about 

graduate school. I was just thinking, "What am I going to learn here? This is where I'm going to 

really learn a whole lot more." To a large degree, I did in Western Civ and anthropology, but in 

philosophy, that was just not-- now, looking back, if I had the understanding I have now, I might 

go on and look at some of those more rigid, disciplined ways of analyzing and looking at things 

from those different angles, but that was not where I was at at that time.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

When you started UCLA, did you know where you wanted to end up?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No.  

 

 
01:14:18 
 

ESPINO: 



 

Did you have a profession planned out for yourself?  

 

 
01:16:20 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I thought maybe law, but I didn't have any idea what-- like, this was where I got into 

trouble in the ninth grade, thinking I wanted to be a lawyer and I knew nothing about lawyerism, 

and I couldn't even then later I maybe couldn't tell you about what the bar examination was. 

Well, maybe I could. I don't know. But I was not thinking on that level at all. I was thinking I 

wanted to learn. Then I had a few friends. There were friends from Franklin that were there. 

There were two that I had gone to class with, young women, Mary Lazor (phonetic) and Ann 

Petronoff (phonetic), and they were both, I think, in one of my classes, in the anthropology class 

or-- I can't remember. No, maybe they're not. But anyway, we would get together and talk, and 

then Doug Smith was a good friend and he was in the dorms and he was close to another guy, 

Richard Honiah that was from Franklin. There were one or two that didn't stick around for 

(unclear). But anyway, Richard was more conservative, because that was 1964 and that was 

Johnson versus Goldwater and that brought out a lot of ideological things. Our two white 

roommates, Leonard and Larry, they were Goldwater guys and Leonard's still that way. I don't 

know about Larry. Larry probably is, because he's very wealthy. He made some money in-- very 

brilliant in math and made money at the start of the computers thing, and I think Cisco took over 

some of the things that they had developed, a group that he was with, and they bought him out.  

 

A number of the classes that I had, and I'll get back to there, but it was Richard Honiah that told 

me that at Franklin that Ferraro had gone around the cafeteria-- that's where everybody would get 

together before school-- Ferraro would go around telling people for being an (unclear). I guess 

they still-- did they have that when you were at Franklin? That was the top seniors that were 

going to be the most likely to succeed. Anyway, "Don't vote for Muñoz. He's a Marxist."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You told me that.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 



Yeah. But it was Honiah that told me. I didn't learn about that until afterwards. At UCLA we 

became friends. We weren't really friends at Franklin.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I see.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

But he was good friends with Doug, and then Doug and I were friends, and then we all became 

good friends at UCLA. So anyway, so there was that, and I got to be very friendly with Ann. I 

should have gotten friendlier, now that I look back, but anyway-- then in history class there was 

a girl that I liked a lot, and, I don't know, I should have pursued that, but she ended up getting 

pregnant and married another guy, this really nice woman from Nebraska. So I developed my 

own friends and stuff there. There was this one class--  

 

 
01:17:57 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Sounds like they're mostly white folks.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Everybody was white. I'll get back to that, but--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Except for you and your brother.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, and my sister was actually going to-- well, she was married and she was commuting. Oh, 

there were black-- my brother knew, and living in the dorms, got to know a lot of-- and he was a 

friend of Arthur Ashe when he was there, and there was another-- Charles Pasarell, the black guy 

that was very good, a top-level tennis player. But anyway, a large number of the blacks were 

athletes, more athletes than-- they were a much bigger percentage on the team than there were in 

the population or in my classes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Or in the academic courses?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In the academic courses. Oh, yeah, everybody was white. Yeah. I didn't think in those terms 

because what other alternative was there? Well, now my train of thought is going that way, so I'll 

go that way. One of the things I noticed at UCLA for the first couple of years, that people would 

meet me and they would say at some point, "You're all right." And then somewhere later on in 

the conversation, "But these Jewish and black people-- ." This was something they could-- no, it 

must have happened at least seven or eight different people that I related with and enough to be 

very, very common.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's outrageous.  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, but those were big things.  

 

 
01:19:54 
 

ESPINO: 
 

But how did that make you feel?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't become friends with them, "What is this bullshit?" (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So it didn't make you feel accepted or more valued as a person?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we always grew up liking black people and admiring black people, and part of our heritage 

is Sephardic. I don't know if I ever went-- did I go into that on here? My grandfather married 

(unclear), very proud of that, and my cousin Felix's sister, Gayle (phonetic), she lives part of the 

time in Israel now. She said, "I'm going to go that way."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, at a time when you're trying to fit in, when you're one of a tiny handful, not even a handful, 



a small number of people, fitting in seems like it's an important thing. Was that ever something 

that you strived for or you wanted?  

 

 
01:22:0801:24:28 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. The people I made friends with, I was very serious about what was I was learning there, 

although not so much in the class, but what I thought about it and it related to other things I 

knew, and so I would talk to people about that and they liked that. There were some people that 

really liked how I was in the smaller sections, so I would talk about it. Then they wanted to get to 

know you, and then we would become friends and whatever. The one class, the English class that 

was more literature and writing, I remember a writing class the election year, Goldwater versus 

Johnson became the topic of that class and other things. Values became the topic, and we would 

have these discussions, and it was fabulous, and there was some people that I got to know. One 

became a reporter on the Daily Bruin and he was more conservative.  

 

That was the one thing about white-- but I met more Republicans and I didn't (unclear) many 

Republicans even in Highland Park because it was still more working-class area. So I really 

enjoyed that class and we got into-- now, years later I got to know, and I'll talk about him later 

on, Don Hartsock, who was a Presbyterian kind of chaplain who later worked for Student 

Activities and became-- actually I recruited him to be the first ombudsman of UCLA. But 

anyway, it turns out he knew the teacher because he got involved in the Peace Corps for a while, 

and this teacher, a young woman, went to the Peace Corps. He told me about her at first. Some 

other reason he was telling some story how she got so intimidated by our class because it was 

like she wasn't in control. The class just took over, and she just didn't know what she could do to 

add to what was going on. But she did. She did a good job. But it was really a remarkable 

experience for me. I really enjoyed that, and it's what I really liked. So that first year was really-- 

that first semester, let me put it that way, was really great for me, and I scored fifty points in a 

basketball game, all that kind of thing. I remember there was a vote that year on whether or not 

to have a football stadium built at UCLA, and the students defeated it, and I voted for it. Now, 

my brother, Ricardo, he had some different mindset than me. He was against it. I says, "I think 

it'll be good for the university, and my degree will be worth more," because he was taking 

business and accounting at that time. See, that was a difference just of why I was there in school.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You talked a little bit about being singled out as being different than the Jewish or the African 

American students, but how about class-wise, economically? How did you pay for the university 

or how did you compare yourself to some of the other kids who might have been more affluent 

or more privileged economically? Was that ever an issue for you?  



 

 
01:26:2601:28:5001:31:30 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, my dad paid the way. My dad had a Ph.D. and he was in one of the highest levels 

administrators on the Board of Education. I think he was also helping his parents and other 

relatives and people in that way. He was also putting my little brother and sister-- well, my sister 

probably was maybe more on her own. I don't know what that arrangement was on that level. I 

don't think those people cared about somebody like me, but they weren't around. There was 

plenty of other people to know, in a sense, so I didn't really sense that. I really liked-- we had a 

real good player on our basketball team and football team. Actually, we played football, 

intramural-- I didn't tell that story-- and it was independents, so most of the guys on our team 

were older and married and might have been in the service and were real good in their high 

school, or this or that, and then they might have gotten married and then came back to school, or 

whatever it was. We had a number of guys that were really pretty good and so we had a good 

team.  

 

My brother was a really, really excellent athlete, but he was just real small, with horrible eyes, so 

he had to play with these big old thick glasses. I wasn't all that good, but I played sports. I was a 

jock in that sense, so I knew how to block, and my brother knew how to throw me passes, and I 

knew how to catch his pass. We'd been doing it for fifteen years or whatever, and so I could 

catch a few passes. I could throw my body in front of somebody. I wasn't afraid of mixing it up 

that way. But some of those guys-- there was one guy who was in the navy and came out of the 

navy and he was having a hard time at UCLA, and that was the stuck-up people and this, that, 

and the other, and he was a number of years older than we were. He was an excellent athlete and 

a great basketball player. And I got some of that kind of feelings from him and I identified, or 

let's say I empathized with him and other guys in that kind of a situation. The other thing that 

was more on my mind was also there were a lot of students that weren't quite making it, and as I 

went to UCLA, that the whole-- the huge classes. I think maybe my second year I felt it more, 

but, yeah, I definitely did. But there were the huge classes, and then still the bell curve was 

operating as a part of the methodology of a lot of professors. Then you began seeing there were 

students and more later on as you went than in the freshman year so much, or at least in the terms 

of the people I ran into, because then you kept on re-meeting people that they were there with a 

purpose and they were going to get their grades and they were going to go to grad school and 

then they were going to be a big attorney in this kind of firm, or they were going to be this or 

that, and that's what it was all about at UCLA.  

 

Then there were the other ones scared shitless that they weren't going to make it and what were 

they going to do, or they were married or they would get pregnant or they were this or they were 

that. So I had some feelings for that. Now, what I was learning or thinking about was also there, 

and so that when I came to my third year, that became a very big part of my thinking about 

UCLA. Julia Rodriguez, actually Cha Cha, I remember when I told her I was going to UCLA and 

she was going to Cal State-- she went to Cal State-- and she said, "The factory? I wouldn't want 

to go there." I said, "I never heard it related to that," but that stuck with me. They had bigger 

classes and people getting lost, and she probably had a more working-class sense of it, in that 



sense. That stuck with me somehow, and I watched that. Then when I got to my third year, that 

became a big issue and that's when I-- one of the things that I dedicated myself to my last years 

at UCLA as a student activist until UMAS came around, and even then I was still doing that, the 

alienation kind of on the campus and the distance. I started feeling that more the second year. My 

teachers were not as good. I'd have to go back-- I should go back and look at some of the classes 

to try to follow all of it, but I didn't do as-- I had like a 3.4 the first thing and a 2.8 the second-- 

oh, one thing that's interesting on the French exams, I enjoyed the class, but I wasn't-- it was a lot 

of studying, and I was playing ball and I was doing reading and stuff. But I took the oral, I think 

the first oral I took, and what happened is a very charming young French woman again was 

sitting, and I started talking, and somehow or other, I slipped into Spanish. I was so comfortable, 

and the Spanish was still close to me, so I messed up that whole thing.  

 

It's real funny because that Christmas vacation we went to Arizona, and I'm sitting there talking 

with my grandmother, whom now I can talk with, okay, except I started speaking some French to 

her. (Laughter) My mother's mother, that grandmother. So both things happened to me. So I 

didn't get A's in French, but I started-- actually, with the second year I got C's, but I was reading 

Sartre and I was reading Camus, I was reading Rolston, I was reading those things and enjoying 

it immensely, but not necessarily getting the grades on that. I was drinking in also what we called 

the independence, not the dormies and not the commuters or not the fraternities. One of the key 

things was the co-op. My brother had several friends at the co-op, which was where people went 

and you had to chores and you had to do that, and it was very, very low, the rent, and there were 

all kinds of characters there.  

 

 
01:32:52 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that the beginning of what was considered the hippie culture?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I don't know if there was hippie culture. I know there was some marijuana and there was-- I 

wasn't aware of-- the people I was around were not into it, but there were some that I remember, 

some stories of "Wild Don" or whatever. I forget the name. Anyway, I didn't know the guy, but I 

could--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Well, what I mean is not so much the marginal aspect of it, but just the whole counterculture that 

was occurring in the mid-sixties of the changing of the clothing style and hairstyle and--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That hadn't quite hit.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- co-ops and communes.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, this co-op, from what I understand from Rick Tuttle, who I got to know, he was active then, 

but I really didn't get to know him till later, he was active in the Defeat the Stadium stuff and all 

that, was during the thirties, more or less at the same time, the mid-thirties, later thirties at the co-

op residing there were Tom Bradley, Ed Roybal, and George Brown, the New Deal liberals of 

L.A. politics for many, many years. A little bit later, I think that a lot of the more hippie thing 

came from a little bit better-to-do people a little bit more.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how would you describe it? Would you describe it as something that was economically-

based to give people a hand or was it something (unclear) community?  

 

 
01:35:30 
 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, I think it was an institution. It was an institution. I don't know who ran it or anything about 

that. I don't think it was a major thing. I think it had been there for a while and was staying there, 

and so maybe it just functioned that way, and maybe somebody, they just kept running it that 

way. I don't know. It was part of the thing, though. This was not part of a-- and my brother knew 

people there and all that. I don't know if I had any-- maybe one person I remember that lived in 

the co-op that I had in a class my first couple of years, and then it dropped out of my 

consciousness.  

 

So where-- oh, there was one fun thing that I did that year and I was-- it got real cold. It must 

have been November or something there, and so we started-- we used to go study in this library 

at night because when you're staying in your apartment it can get boring, and there was more 

people and good-looking girls, and just you might run into somebody you knew and whatever. 

So I started putting on these layers of clothes, a few layers of clothes, and then I got this bright 

idea and I just beefed myself up with about ten, twelve layers of clothes so that I must have been 

big. So I went into this reading room where there might have been sixty, a hundred, I don't know 

how many students, and I sat down and I took off the top layer, and then five, ten minutes later I 

took off another layer, and then a few minutes later I got up and (demonstrates). So when I 

finished, the whole place stood up. So that was one of my hijinks on campus. So in a way I was a 

real--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

There's something so light about your story up to now, something really kind of light and fun and 

inquisitive, but then things seem to change when we're going to talk about the moratorium, I 

think. There's going to be a shift, like this prank and playing basketball, and it's all so fun. 

(Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 
01:37:36 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Really happy-go-lucky, I guess, it seems. How would you describe yourself during those years?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I think I was kind of a nice guy and I was interested in things and I didn't have any animus of 

things I did not like, reactionary things, but I was not an activist about it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What about dogmatic? What about your opinions?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I was very strong in arguing with right-wing people or Republicans, so like in our-- we 

didn't get angry at each other, like in our roommates, with them. Leonard and Larry are still 

friends of mine, although I don't know-- my brother-in-law, I think he was John Birch, so he was 

completely-- so for years and years and years, from that time on, I would always argue, and 

maybe I shouldn't. It wasn't till my second wife said, "Well, he's a funny guy. I enjoy his 

company. You've just got to just not listen to him." She was white too. She said, "Well, he's a 

white guy, too, and all your family, so ease up." So I finally did, and we both-- I think he had a 

heart attack, and I finally learned how to get along with him. But that's where-- like in that class, 

I was the lead person for Johnson, for the New Society, for civil rights, and for all of those kinds 

of things. I think I was the foremost voice there, so if you want to talk about politics, there were 

in other classes-- there was a good friend that actually was Doug Smith's girlfriend for a while 

and maybe she should have been mine, too, stupid me, but anyway, she told me years ago, 

maybe ten years ago-- I got in touch with her on the Internet, something-- and she told me that 

when she-- she was a freshman. That was my second year and in the U.S. history course, and she 

was in that section. She said she was so disappointed with UCLA because so many people that 

she was there with were just thinking about getting a degree and getting the grade point and to 

getting this and that, and that I stood out in that class that was really concerned about what this 

meant about life now and all of that kind of a thing.  

 

So there was this happy-go-lucky thing, but I was very serious, also, about what I was learning 

and then what it meant to me. Now, how you went about and did things with it that was still not 

in my way of thinking. I was still trying to drink things in. My second year, like even in that 

class I was not getting from the classes what I wanted from that, and that was an American 

history class, and I had two well-known historians from that time, from that generation, Huntley 



and Dallek, and I kind of liked some of the things they said, but it just didn't-- Dallek was real 

big on the New Deal, on Kennedy. Anyway, I kind of wish-- again, if I would have knew more 

Marxism or knew more movement, if there had been a Chicano Movement there, probably I 

would have ended up there as well, but it wasn't there. So there was a connection that was not 

there for me at that point. So let's see.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, I think that's a good place to stop now. It's been an hour and forty-three minutes, and 

there's a lot of outside noise, so--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, and it will get more.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah, so let's just stop it there and we'll get to that the next time. (End of March 5,2011 

interview)  

SESSION FIVE (03/18/2011) 

 

 
00:00:13 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is March 18th, 2011. I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz in 

his office. This isn't in your office, is it?  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it's for our Chicano Commemoration Committee that we're trying to work into a Resource 

Center on the Movement, but this is the Mexican Cultural Institute's space that we're allowed to 

use for building up some exhibits and stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. I'm going to pause it for just a second. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, I paused it for a second because I didn't turn on the video. Now the video's on. I'm just 

going to introduce the interview again. This is Virginia Espino. I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio 

Munoz in the offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute, and today is March 18th, 2011. Last time 

we finished off with some of your experiences as a freshman and sophomore at UCLA, and you 

mentioned something in the interview where you said that a history class that you were taking 

would have been much more meaningful had the Chicano Movement been born at that time or 

even if you had studied Marxism. Can you elaborate on that point if you remember what you 

were talking about, why those two, Marxism and Chicanismo, would have been beneficial to 

you? We're talking 1965?  

 

 
00:02:2500:03:5800:05:4000:07:4700:10:27 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, the first year, those classes, they were U.S. history classes of excellent professors 

with good repute over the years, but they didn't excite me like the Western Civ class and some 

others that I think were more intellectually challenging to me. Looking back, if I would have had 

a stronger Chicano perspective or working-class, labor perspective to deal with that, then I would 

have been able to raise other questions and maybe been in a better way of absorbing it. But I 

didn't-- something just didn't-- it didn't really interest me that much. 

 

Now, I had a good friend who later I worked with all the rest of my time at UCLA, actually 

started knowing her the next year, Janet Oliver. She was in, I guess, our section. I didn't really 

know her, although I think she sat next to me most of the time when we would discuss, and then 



she told me just a few years ago on email that I was the person that she said she thought it was 

kind of-- everybody was just trying to make a grade, but here she had somebody in this class that 

was talking the issues and everything else. But, yeah, that year was a very kind of disappointing 

year for me academically. I didn't do that well, but I didn't feel challenged in it and I-- it's kind of 

funny, the summer before, I think finally I got a driver's license. My dad had kept-- I think some 

of it was the finances and insurance, but I also had, when we were in Mexico, I used the car 

when I shouldn't have and had an accident, and so that was a real no-no. But in any event, so I 

became more social, and my old high school girlfriend had started together again, and we had a 

pretty strong relationship for maybe half a year from the summer into around Christmastime, and 

we were really together, you know, kind of thing.  

 

But that summer I didn't get a job. I did a job, but it was a sales job for the Great Books of the 

Western World, and we had very few people. We had about five or six guys that would meet all 

the time down on Wilshire near Vermont in one of those 3300, 3320, I think. Anyway, they'd 

take us to these neighborhoods and we'd knock on doors and try to sell people this stuff out of 

Chicago, you know, with Machiavelli and Nietzsche and this and that and the other. I only sold 

to low-income whites. We didn't go into Chicano neighborhoods or black neighborhoods, and 

then lots of times we'd be out on the Westside somewhere, but I just didn't have any luck, and 

very few of the guys had any luck doing it. So I really didn't make much money, and then the 

sales that I made were for lower-income whites, and their credit got rejected after I handed in my 

sales. (Laughs) It was an experience, though, going and talking to people and all of that kind of 

thing. So what can I say? I didn't have that much money. But I remember going back into school, 

that year I roomed with my high school friend and we'd been good friends our freshman year, 

Doug Smith. He was working up in the-- he had a backpacking job up in the Sierras at that time 

and so he was going to come in late, so I had to go look for an apartment and I didn't really get to 

it very soon, and everything was taken up.  

 

Then I'm marching up and down Wilshire Boulevard, looking for apartments, because where the 

students were-- I remember one lady told me, "This is Wilshire Boulevard." I said, "Your rent's 

too much." "It's Wilshire Boulevard. This is the Park Avenue of Los Angeles." "Oh." Didn't 

mean too much to me. But I finally came into this place, and it was a hot, hot day, and I'd been 

tramping all over the places. I come in and it's real cool, and there's this white rug, which was the 

biggest mistake I ever made, but it just felt so cool there. So we got this apartment, and then I 

guess Doug came later. And socially, we had a really good time, just the people that lived in this 

apartment complex. There was a guy there, Charlie Thompson, next door, who was a perennial 

student. He'd been a student there for ten or eleven years. He was kind of right-wing, but he 

knew all the composers and the operas and all of this stuff, and so we learned a lot of that. We 

both liked classical music and stuff. But there were also some African American guys next door, 

and one had been student body president at L.A. High, and then his close buddy, so we got to 

know them fairly well. Right after that-- well, soon into the year, another guy friend of theirs 

from L.A. High, a football player who was going to Santa Monica CC, but he was getting his 

grades up to play football for UCLA, Hal Griffith, and he had ended up being our roommate. 

And Hal later on got to be a Rhodes Scholar, but maybe I'll get to that. He played first team and 

he would be one of the few guys that could try to stop O.J. Simpson from running us crazy, but 

he still did.  

 



That was quite an experience, because I'd bring home all kinds of-- well, the beans and 

enchiladas and other stuff from home, and Doug's mom was French extraction and she cooked a 

lot of French food, and then Hal's mom, they were from Arkansas and they brought fried 

chicken, barbecued ribs, and all of that, so we'd have all this stuff. Doug's dad was a top 

columnist for the L.A. Times and he wrote about all kinds of stuff. Anyway, back then they had 

different kind of practices, and people would send fine wines and people would send-- if you 

mentioned them in their column, they'd send this-- so there were tickets to the Music Center and 

this and that. Lots of times he'd have extra, so we'd have those kinds of things. Then this other 

guy that was next door, Charlie, his dad owned several theaters, Fox Theatres, I guess, in San 

Diego, so then we had passes and tickets to a lot of movies and that. So that got to be quite a-- 

some exciting times, you know, on that. Culturally it was very satisfying, and I started, I don't 

know, I started getting to know new people in some of my classes, girls and others. So in that 

sense it was a growing experience. I still was playing basketball and stuff, but then I really 

severely hurt my ankle one time and I didn't wait very long to get back on the court again and I 

really hurt it bad and couldn't play in the same way. I had actually gotten into a half-court game 

with Lewis Alcindor, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and with some of the other guys on the basketball 

team, but after that, I really couldn't play at the level I wanted to. Actually, for a couple of weeks 

I had a cast on my lower leg, left leg, and that ended me being a gym rat for maybe five or six 

years of being a gym rat.  

 

I had a class, I had a French class at the business school way up on the north end and I had a 

geology class way down on the science section in the south end right near the botanical gardens, 

if you know the campus, so that's quite-- and one was like at ten o'clock, French was ten o'clock, 

and geology was eleven. And even though-- like, I had a geology class, and you learn a lot. I 

didn't do well in it. I wasn't, I don't know, that motivated. The classes themselves, the only ones I 

liked were French, but somehow or other I didn't discipline myself, but I learned. I was reading 

Camus. I was reading Rolston. I loved Cyrano de Bergerac and Sartre and other things, and I 

learned well enough to read in French so that later on I could, the next year in other classes, read 

some histories in French. But I didn't do that well on the tests and all of that. So in the school I 

didn't identify that much with the academic program. I didn't know about that, and my girlfriend 

and I broke up and I felt bad. I was really saddened. I had the blues for the first time, big time, 

and so I guess I was a little depressed in that sense for a while.  

 

 
00:12:13 
 

ESPINO: 
 

What percentage of the time do you think you spent on academics and what percentage on social 

activities?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

I think more the social, the hanging around with the guys and some drinking, and I was, up until 

the first half, playing a lot of basketball. Most of my time was doing that. I wasn't studying all 

that much, and, actually, the demands on the reading, I don't think, were that great. I had 

American lit and I couldn't-- real boring professor, and, I don't know, just didn't make it-- 

somehow or other, I didn't get excited about that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you feel like you were prepared for those classes?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I felt I was prepared and I knew something of those things, but it just-- I don't know. There 

were other issues also in the back of the mind. There was the draft and there was Vietnam and it 

was starting to get more serious. I was not politically oriented, but then it was right there. I 

remember I would try to be up late at night and I'm thinking, "Vietnam. Maybe I could go with 

my high school buddies and fight over there." Then I would think about it and I said, "No, I 

couldn't do that." For some reason I didn't know the history. I hadn't studied the history of the 

French over there and all that. It wasn't really being talked up. I think, like, on the campus, on 

Bruin Walk there would be a few older women that would have a vigil once a week or 

something, and it was just starting to be-- there wasn't any protests that I knew or was aware of, 

thinking back at that time, that I saw or that reached me, but that was on your mind.  

 

The summer before had been Watts, and I remember one of the guys that had been a buddy of 

mine in high school. During the summer I was playing in the high school gym, before I hurt my 

ankles, still a gym rat, and we're sitting down afterwards and he's saying, "I don't know, Ros, but 

me and my dad, we got our guns because if them niggers come, we're going to get them over 

here. This isn't a place for them to come and riot." And I thought, wow.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What did you say to him, do you remember?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't say anything. I just said, "Well, he's not my friend anymore." I don't know. I didn't know 

he had quite all that much things. Those are things I hadn't heard.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How prevalent was that sentiment?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

That's the only time that I'd heard something like that from people that I knew. Because there 

were some older guys that I knew that used to be like coaches or actually a very good friend, 

Howard Safir, who had played at Franklin, and his sister, actually one of the best friends of my 

sister, my older sister, and they're still friends, and we may go visit him. My sister's in town right 

now. But anyway, he was a very good basketball player and played for Occidental, but he'd had 

this experience with the draft, I guess in the early sixties. He had gotten drafted after college, and 

then a little bit later there was, I don't know, some kind of so-called crisis, and they called him 

back into the draft a second time, and he had a tremendous bitterness. That really got to me.  

 

Then there was another guy at the playground who was a coach and he was doing student-

teaching at Roosevelt, so he told me about all of his experiences over there and what it was like, 

and then, "Oh, wow. No me chinges Juan Dominguez." He started saying, "Oh, wow. Really? Is 

that what they're saying over there?" Anyway, but getting back to the academics, you know, 

what can I say? Maybe I'll get a little insight into it a little later as we talk, but--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember watching the Watts Riots on TV? Where were you? Do you remember where 

you were?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I was playing basketball. No, I don't remember fully where I-- I just remember I said, "Yeah, 

well, what do they expect after all that oppression and stuff?" Then the mayor and the chief of 

police and all of that, that was-- I wasn't rooting for the riots to spread or get bigger or whatever, 

but that whole situation and the reaction-- so there were kind of things that I didn't fully think 

out, but they were there and they weren't being spoken to anything that was directly of interest to 

me at that time. But then here we made a whole bunch of black friends and your roommates next 

door, and there were plenty of problems there because Hal's girlfriend, who's a-- I see her at 

demonstrations, a Jewish girl, and her dad would come after him, after a while came looking for 

him with a shotgun in our apartment place, all that. Oh, boy, that was an interesting time.  

 

 
00:18:02 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Interracial couples weren't-- they were still frowned upon at that time.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. There was a lot of interracial coupling at the dorms, the athletes, through people we got to 

know a little bit about that. But, yeah, I guess it really wasn't that much. One other thing I 

remember with my girlfriend, the fall of, what, '65, and walking on the campus. It's a big thing, 

and she looks at it and she says, "Well, do you think you'd ever be student body president here, 

like when you were in high school?" I said, "Are you kidding?" That just was not any concept of 

mine at all over there. So things changed. After that year, my dad took some initiative to help me 

find a job and so he helped get me a job through guys he knew at the county and stuff, through 

work and other things, and I got a job at the county in the Hall of Records, actually, where my 

ex-girlfriend's father had designed part of the building. I was in an office, and my job was of-- I 

guess it was before they called it AFDC, but it was kind of welfare, and my job was to send out 

notices, what they called the warrants, telling these husbands to pay their child support. So there 

was this machine that stuffed the envelopes with these kind of computerized things and then sent 

them the information and then it mailed out checks later on. So I was just sitting at this machine 

all the time, but it was a great experience because there were all these county workers, full-time 

workers, and I got a whole other set of contacts with different people in all the different job kind 

of classifications. There were professionals and there were people that were just filing clerks and 

this and that and a lot of younger people that were there, and I had a great time.  



 

There were (unclear) and Latina and black young women, and I started to get along with them 

pretty good too. I really enjoyed that. I was still missing my old girlfriend, and actually she 

would go-- you could look out the window, a few times I'd see her going by and (unclear). That 

wasn't too good for my ego. (Laughs) But it was a great experience, and then I learned a lot more 

about working because I said, "Well, I'm going to do all this stuff." I was going through the work 

real fast. There was this-- well, she was older than I was, but a young black woman that was 

there pregnant and working, and she says, "You're just doing too much work for me to keep up 

with you." Then later on she says, "And pretty soon you're going to finish all the job before the 

summers out, and you won't have a job to do and I won't either." So I said, "Okay." So I learned 

about cooperating on that kind of thing. If you do real good, then you can mess up all your 

coworkers because the boss will say, "Oh, yeah, do it, do it, do it, do it, do it." And then (unclear) 

was a nice Japanese American. Anyway, so I started learning about that and I was making 

money. That was also really a very good kind of thing, and I had a car and I was going to have 

some of my own money for living at UCLA, so that was a pretty good experience. So I went into 

UCLA that fall, and my younger brother was my roommate, and then we needed to find another 

guy, and I didn't have experience with those kinds of things. So we got this roommate who was 

really a loner type and kind of weird and very right-wing. He loved Ayn Rand and worshipped-- 

who was the Scandinavian movie star? I don't know. Anyway, I don't know how we managed to 

live with that guy, but there was just a whole other different guy.  

 

I got a job around the campus, finally, with the parking service, and the job was just to stand 

there in front of the big parking structures as the cars went by and be looking to see if they had a 

tag on them for the thing. I don't know. They never really said what to do without it. Maybe you 

turn around and try to catch the number or something of the thing. But it was there like a 

deterrent and all of that. That was good too. But it was the fall, and so when rain started coming, 

I wore a poncho and sombrero. And after the second week or second time that happened or 

something, then I was fired.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did they tell you why?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I don't know. "You just don't have a job anymore." I don't know. I have to think back on 

what the sequence was, but fairly early in the semester there was an announcement about having 

an Experimental College, they called, and at San Francisco State, which was a big militant place, 

there was an Experimental College that was starting where students made their own classes and 



professors would volunteer, or people in the community, and you'd design your own theme and 

invite your own things. It wasn't for credit or anything, but it was kind of an alternative kind of 

thing.  

 

The guy that was the editor of the Daily Bruin was pushing that and trying to push activism, and 

they were very involved in the-- what is it? The NSA, National Students Association. This was 

after kind of the exposure of the ties with the CIA announcement. So this was a more radicalized 

group and stuff. He and several others had gone to the South, to some of the voter registrations 

and other things, so they were trying to change things. So anyway, he came up and he says-- 

well, in the paper there was some-- I didn't know till then, but there was going to be a meeting to 

discuss having something like that at UCLA, and so it was at his apartment and it was pretty near 

where our apartment were, so I said, "I'm going to go to that." So then they started describing 

what it was. "But now we need to-- if we're going to have it, we're going to need to have people 

do something." Well, I had my ideas of what I would like to have a class, but then I said, "But 

who's going to coordinate? Well, I'll help do something," I said. So, okay, so the next day in the 

front page of the Daily Bruin, "Experimental College to start. Ros Muñoz is going to be the 

chair." (Laughs) This guy, he was a real operator, you know, and put me right up there to start 

coordinating this thing, so I did. We started getting, well, who wants to come in, and then 

somebody, one of the student officers says, "Well, we've got to have some space in my office, 

and you guys can do it," because there was some enthusiasm. "Let's do something." And 

everybody said, "Well, Berkeley's militant. UCLA, man, that's a dud," you know, all this stuff, 

because that year before, the two years before, there'd been the Student Movement, Mario Savio, 

and all that stuff.  

 

So we got this office, and then this young woman that I knew that had been in that history class, 

that I didn't really know her, she came in and volunteered, and all different kinds of people. So 

there was people giving a class in Marxism. There was someone, a class, guy came in, and it was 

"Psychosexual Paralysis and the Contemporary Syndrome." (Laughs) There was 

parapsychology. Well, I just couldn't forget--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You remember that. (Laughs)  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, that really stuck with me. Yeah, because you'd go out and promote it, "We have a 

class on this and then we even have one on psychosexual paralysis in the-- ." That was more far-

out than the Marxism classes, you know, because I wasn't into Marxism at that time, but I 



thought the guys were cool in what they were talking about. Sounds like a good class, and, yeah, 

go ahead. So there were these-- so I just started dealing with-- there was just all kinds of people, 

and I was energetic and I wanted to do my own thing because, I don't know, one of the concepts, 

I guess, that had hit me in-- I guess it was Dallek's class or somewhere, was that concept of a 

guaranteed national wage. Hubert Humphrey was kind of pushing that idea, and there were 

others. I guess it was in the far liberal thing. I wasn't aware of what the dynamics of the real 

politics in Congress now that I'm up to date on and spent years working on. So my concept was, 

hey, there's plenty in this country. We don't have to have any poverty and all of this stuff because 

this country can produce and all of that. So my class's name was "Affluence and Leisure."  

 

So anyway, I guess just starting to work in the Student Affairs, Student Activities Office-- that's 

what they called it-- was a guy who became a kind of a little bit of a mentor by the name of Don 

Hartzog. He was a Presbyterian minister and had been kind of the Presbyterian chaplain on 

campus and all of that, and he was very much a lot of the same things that I talked in my classes 

at Sunday-- not Sunday School, but church, =about the secular city, this, that, and the other, but 

he was much more sophisticated, having worked at UCLA. Well, okay, I set up the class in his 

house out there in Westwood. But he said, "But, look, we're not going to just talk about that. 

We're going to talk about the opposite in the U.S. too." I said, "Oh, okay. You talk about that." 

Anyway, see, just to show where I was at. (Recorder turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. I wanted to ask you something about that initial class that you taught, 

"Affluence and Leisure." Were you going to get to that? Because you kind of diverted to this 

other mentor that you--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, okay. Yeah.  
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ESPINO: 
 

I don't know where you want to go from here, but you can talk to me about the class, you can 

talk to me about your mentor. I don't know if the two have something-- because you were going 

to mention how the living wage--  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, guaranteeing a living wage and all of that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Maybe at your syllabus or what readings you thought would be relevant or what was your 

purpose for that course.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, well, it's a little (unclear), but I'll get into-- okay, I'll go through that. Are we talking right 

now? So we're being--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes, we're on.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Yeah, on that, well, in that class I guess there was a lot of different viewpoints, and in 

many ways I lost some-- doing that, I was just enjoying putting out my ideas. We weren't trying 

to come to any kind of conclusion, and different ideas, so my memories of that are not as strong 

as my memories of coordinating the whole thing and learning about the politics of UCLA in 

terms of the student issues and learning about all the different levels of people. The other thing is 

my classes, they were upper-division classes and became more interesting to me, and so I got 

more European History classes, where I wanted to find out-- and there was some Marxism and 



there was-- you're dealing with, in a way, a more modern period. Then some of the issues were 

becoming more clear and some of the professors were pretty good.  

 

I had a guy, Peter Reill, who later became head of the department years later, and he was in 

European intellectual history. I was interested in that. So there were a number of very good 

classes, and we went to the quarter system, and in a way it was faster paced. In history class you 

have all this reading to do. But I don't know, there was enough variety. I don't know, the 

different things, but somehow there was much, much more interesting and there wasn't, like, this 

anxiety of people about failing out so much. You were more aware of people wanting to get into 

that grad school and get into this and they were going to be successful. It was, I think, maybe 

more of that. Then there was more, especially in the Experimental College but in other things, 

more intellectual interest, too, on people's part, so I found it becoming more enjoyable. Now, 

how I was going to be able to deal with this all, I wasn't working and then I still hadn't come 

around and had a girlfriend going again and I wanted that and I was real nervous. So there was 

one night I got so nervous I said, "I've got to go in and talk to something. I can't sleep. I can't do 

this." So I walk over to the NPI, the psychiatric-- because that was what was open. It's late at 

night. I go in and talk to him. He says, "Oh, you don't really have any-- it doesn't sound anything, 

but you should go to the Counseling Center." Okay. So I go to the Counseling Center and I tell 

them what's going on with me, and they tell me they'd like to hire me.  

 

 
00:34:00 
 

ESPINO: 
 

That very same day that you go in?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

"Oh, you go talk to this other guy. You talk to one person and then go talk to MacAvoy." 

Anyway, there it is. They wanted to, I guess-- I don't know why they-- I was hearing them in the 

middle of things and, like, here I was Chicano, I guess, and I was not part of any of the dorms or 

this or that, and it was being able to relate to a lot of different kinds of people and whatever. I 

didn't think about it then. I said, "Wow." So that solved another problem because I had some 

income in a way or having a little bit of income to do your own kind of thing.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Do you remember what you were nervous about?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Some of it was making money on a job. I wasn't happy with the living arrangements we had 

and so I think what happened there was I just came into, in a way, a whole new identity as kind 

of an activist on campus, you know, in doing this thing, because this thing just mushroomed. 

Then that opened up to what the university was about because there was a whole debate on how 

do you deal with student alienation and how do you deal with all these questions that they had, 

and there were movements, the students (unclear), the Academic Senate, and there were the 

concepts of interdisciplinary studies. Then the whole urban crisis was starting to go, especially 

the African American situation across the country, so there was big concern in the university. So 

I said, well, my concept became that we've got to make our own-- there was a corporatization. I 

didn't have a quite-- one of the things that we put on the Experimental College, the chancellor, 

Murphy, who was a big foundation guy, later on went and left to work for the L.A. Times and 

was big on the Ford Foundation, he called it-- on our catalogue it said "The Marketplace of 

Ideas," and that (unclear). But I don't know, I think Neil Reichline, who was the editor of the 

paper, said, "Well, we're the corner market or the mom-and-pop store of education," and 

whatever, was our response to that.  

 

The other thing I said, "Well, we're kind of adults. We should be treated with more respect. In 

loco parentis, that's just not anyplace for the university." I remember I wrote something that they 

treat us like parents, as if they're our parents, but we're somebody else's kids, so they don't really 

care about us anyway. That's how I characterized it. I remember I wrote something when we 

were starting. I used what Cha Cha Rodriguez, who I met at church and she was going with 

Doug Smith for a while, as the factory to characterize UCLA. Anyway, so I got very interested in 

those issues, and for the next two and a half years it really got my attention. Hartzog had this 

idea that he put out that UCLA is really a city. There's so many workers, there's so many this and 

that and all these different kinds of needs that you have to provide for and do, and so you have to 

look at it in that sense, not just an educational pedagogic thing, but in a life experience. Because 

he had this concept, he had this vision. And it really struck me, okay, yeah, that's a way to look 

at-- this is a place where we're living, and let's make it a more human and relevant kind of place, 

now that I know about the relevancy. So that really-- I became very interested in that aspect and 

so then I began to-- in some ways, transferring from all the basketball I was doing, there was this 

activism, and the doors opened.  

 

There were committees of the faculty or different people doing things that were related to that, 

and so we began meeting and talking with people and having discussions and advocating for 

things. They started a thing they called "The Upstairs," and it was just that they didn't like 

professors to come and just talk about whatever they wanted to talk about with whatever students 

showed up, and this was all new. I don't know if they still do those kinds of things on campus. 

Anyway, they were trying to open up all this kind of stuff. They had these discussions. One time-



- let's see. One guy we took on was H.R. Haldeman came and was talking about how, oh, this 

chancellor-- what's this one, the one that was challenged by Mario Savio? Anyway, he was very 

right-wing, and I remember, I don't know, I raised some questions to him and I said, "Oh, my 

god." He was the head of the Alumni Association at that time and different ones.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Initially what was the point that drew you to the Experimental College?  

 

 
00:41:28 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think what drew me to it was-- well, I had found it too dry and impersonal, a lot of the 

history. What does it mean to me, my values, my projections about what should be happening in 

society and life, and it made me more-- I was kind of an optimist. I think the world should be 

good. Maybe I was kind of protected as a kid or had it pretty good, but those were values and 

concepts I had, I still have to a large degree, and I wanted to engage people intellectually and 

value-wise and other things on what was supposedly the subject matter of the university, gaining 

knowledge, and not as an economic exercise, but as a life fulfillment, I guess, kind of thing.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you find that some of the other students shared your initial interest for the same reasons or 

was there diversity in--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, there was diversity.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

I don't mean like ethnic diversity. I mean thought-process diversity, people thinking differently 

about the Experimental College than yourself.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, I think I looked at it a little bit differently. Well, the people that hung around the office and 

were around the most tended to have some of their own kind of-- their particular kind of interests 

and were pursuing it, so the kind of class they wanted to do or they wanted to participate in and 

people-- that's what they were more looking at. I had more of an overall generalist kind of thing, 

and they had more particular areas and then they would get their niche, but they liked being 

around the whole kind of thing. So that's where-- and then mine was that, well, then where do we 

go about actually to start changing things. Because there was then this whole thing of activism 

and there was a whole left thing to it, but I wasn't identifying that. My concern was not on 

necessarily what was happening outside the university, but how do we make the university a 

better place and more responsive to students. I really felt that, and so that was my kind of crusade 

in a way, and then I had a more low-key way.  

 

Then at the Counseling Center they wanted-- one of the things was just to sit in on the 

discussions they had on what's happening on the campus, and then they would get input or then 

you'd hear different people's ideas, too, from different perspectives. It was a very change-

oriented part of the university. They didn't want to just counsel; they also wanted to impact what 

was happening. So there was a whole activism kind of thing and that was more the kind of a left 

part of the campus.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So can you define that, what you mean by "left"? Because today it might mean something 

different than what it meant then.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. I don't think it was-- it was that the university had to change in order to deal with the 



values and attitudes of youth, where they were coming from now, and that things like the bell 

curve and all of those were-- that we had to find the ways of making it a more student-friendly 

environment, where you reinforce their being able to cope and have success and were concerned 

about those things, rather than, well, it's just either you make it or you don't kind of a thing, the 

whole publish-or-perish thing. UCLA was, I think, getting more and more of a rep, but I think 

more on research than it was on teaching.  

 

So I think there were those kinds of questions that I felt that-- and then afterwards we managed 

to make some changes in those kind of things. Because I remember we started and, actually, 

when I was president a little bit later, things like what you call the Freshman Orientation, and 

you come in and come in and maybe with your parents and all that, the only time they wanted to 

see parents before probably was graduation and to pay the money for this or that. So all these 

kinds of concerns. Of course then, later on, also the ethnic studies and bring in more minorities 

and how do they adjust and all of those other kinds of things. There were people-- you had to just 

think about whatever students you were having because there definitely was a-- there was the 

whole changing counterculture and different kind of lifestyles that we-- you'd come up through 

Sputnik, and they were pushing you to do this, that, and the other, but for what? All these 

questions that were rising in the students and Youth Movements that came up.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

The idea of community service, was that a part of the--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That was not where I was at the first year. I was not at all-- I began meeting people that were into 

that, and as the civil rights issue and other things, the issue of getting involved was more with the 

inner-city problems and became growing. At first when I had seen those programs, even before I 

was involved, they seemed like they had the tutorial project or this or that, but it's like go and do, 

like, missionary work or do-gooder work or--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You felt that way at the time?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Or (unclear)?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Hearing those-- from what I-- they came across to me that that's what they were really doing. 

There were nice, well-intentioned people, but there seemed to me to be kind of a patronizing 

kind of thing in those kind of-- and they were going into the lottery. There's no Chicanos there. 

But I hadn't thought it all through. Just like I didn't go for the fraternity stuff or all of that earlier, 

and stuff. It was just not what was in my concept as how you deal with things. I didn't think it out 

all that much. I just knew I didn't particularly care for that. But more and more, the next years 

there were more projects of getting directly involved with things. So right away-- well, in the 

next semester with the Experimental College, we ran it one quarter, then we ran it another 

quarter, and things began to happen. One of the things that happened was Neil Reichline, who 

was the editor of the Bruin, took up this-- I remember he was showing the counterculture and all 

this stuff in the paper, and there was a guy, a poet or something-- right by the cafeteria, there was 

an area where people could have their own signs or their own tables, and there were kind of a 

gathering place there. Some guy had something, a sign that was like a part of a poem, and it said 

"Fuck Hate." Okay?  

 

Then the cops come and he got arrested, and guy of the paper, Neil, printed it and showed 

pictures and all of this of "Fuck Hate," and then what's this all about and whatever. I was going 

by his apartment around that time, and then it comes up, and there had been all kinds of people 

and their commotion, and the chancellor had decided to throw him out of the paper. I said, "Oh, 

my god, that's horrible." But I guess Neil didn't put up a fight on it that I recall or knew of, but I 

don't know. Then my resolve to be more involved in that overall issue got stronger, and I became 

more involved in some of the ideas, like of what kind of changes to make in the curriculum or 

how to get students more involved. So somewhere in the beginning of the spring quarter, the 

third quarter and the middle of the other, the student body president came in and said, "You 

know, you should really consider running for office. You can get more funding, you can do this, 



that, the other for your office." And I thought about it and then I decided to do it. So I ran, and 

there was a dormie guy who ran and he virtually copied my program, but he was for all the 

things I was for and all that, and he was the president of his dorm floor or that whole dorm, I 

forget now. But anyway I ran, and it was just a grassroots thing, but the paper was kind of with 

me, and I won the election. One of the things that happened with that, there was a project that 

was already started to have a professor evaluation book for UCLA. This was at the time that the 

computers were coming in, but they had these big cards that were huge. So they had come up so 

that you could go-- and here was the idea. It was UCLA, the big engineering school and all of 

that, so you had a questionnaire that you could mark with a number-two pencil or whatever, and 

about one to five, how do you rate him for this trait or that trait or that trait or that trait, and then 

the computers would count them all and then there would be ratings. But on the back, for each 

class you could put a comment on.  

 

So I came in, and there was a guy running it whose idea-- it was a Quaker guy, real nice guy that 

did that, that was in charge of the project. So when it started actually doing it, once the final 

semester was over, quarter was over, rather, and then you could start tallying the results. So we 

did that, and I took or got the assignment of reading the comments on the back and then to 

summarize them, and it turned out well. But people were most-- you could look at these little-- 

the returns, when we actually printed it up and you could try to figure out the numbers, but really 

what was written was what was there. But it was also quite an experience because maybe only 

15, 20 percent of the students answered and a lesser part of that answered with their comments, 

but there were hundreds and hundreds and thousands, probably, of them, and here I was in 

charge of looking through them all for class by professor, by professor, and reading it. So you're 

kind of getting an insight into what some of these students are thinking and you think you have 

an idea of something about this guy or woman-- it was mostly men-- but that you could do. So it 

was quite an experience.  

 

When we finally came out the start of the next year, in the fall-- what was-- of '67, I guess, it had 

a lot of professors uptight, worried about it or wondering about it or whatever, especially ones 

without tenure. So there was some leverage there. In a way there was leverage, yeah. The 

students could get back at professors in saying what they thought of them in a collective kind of 

a way that supposedly was kind of objective because it was with computers and numbers and all 

of this thing. The Experimental College, in a way, was a criticism. It was hang-loose and all of 

those kind of things, but it was a criticism of that. So in a way we had-- it was a tool, it was an 

expression and a tool, and then the evaluation was another thing. After that, most of the people 

knew that, more or less, I was doing some of the writing and stuff. They said, "Oh, and we could 

get to know this (unclear)." There was a little element of that. So there was a feeling of kind of 

empowerment once you saw that people were looking at that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



Do you feel like you shifted the balance of power at that time between the professors and the 

students?  

 

 
00:56:46 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we still didn't have the power, but we had something, and, yeah, we were a little bit more 

in the ballgame. Now, see, I hadn't been around, so I didn't know a whole lot about what it was 

before. It was beginning to change, and I was right there on the cusp of it changing. Now I 

wouldn't say, but I said, "Well, yeah, this is a direction it has to go in," that says I didn't have the 

historical experience to think any differently, and we were doing something, even if it wasn't that 

effective, but I think it was. Still we were doing something, and it had that impact.  

 

So there was a sense of power in all of that, and I think then, within those things, I think I got a-- 

a lot of people, both among some of the faculty leaders and those that saw there was a need to 

change and both in terms of how you dealt with students and then eventually, I think, in terms of 

minorities and all of that. Then I was somebody that did have some-- I don't know if you'd call it 

a following, but was representative. There was a constituency that was growing and that I was 

part of it that was there. It was identified, I guess, more with kind of a progressive thing and then 

maybe a left thing, but that wasn't really how I was thinking at that time. So then my life had 

gone over into that, and in some ways I think, "Oh, I wish I would have been able to do with my 

younger brother what my older brother had done with him," but I didn't. I got all caught up in 

that life and then I became a campaigner and a-- (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Now, actually I should go back and look at my classes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That would be very interesting. What were you thinking? Because the window into what you 

were thinking at the time--  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. I should have done that, but I do know my grade point started going up. There were 

classes I was very interested in, and I get confused in my mind now between my junior and the 

next year. I stayed an extra year, but I began learning more about social criticism and looking at, 

not fully from necessarily a Marxist point of view, but I got a sharper critique of society, what 

happened in the Russian Revolution. There were classes about that and what happened, what 

were the impact of World War I. I remember I had a music class, maybe it was a-- and I wrote 

about the impact of World War I on serious music.  

 

 
00:59:55 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Serious. (Laughs)  

 

 
01:01:17 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yeah. Well, actually, now I look back on it and I would look at it more like the elites and 

now the realism wasn't going to work in their interest, so they got more abstract, or you got 

atonal music, or you got all this kind of stuff as I was talking about. I might be embarrassed if I 

actually saw the paper, and then I wrote one paper on Lenin and what the impact of his father-- 

because I said, "Well, his dad was, like, a school administrator. My dad was a school 

administrator. So how did that mean for this, that, and the other?" It was more-- I guess I had a 

professor in another class, but that was kind of a Marxist Freudian anyway. Now I would kind of 

think it's kind of funny, but anyway, that might have been like what were these dynamics and 

how does his brother, who was executed for being an anarchist and killing the czar and stuff-- 

anyway, I remember I called it Back in the USSR after the Beatles' song. So my mind was 

moving into a lot of other directions that was happening.  

 

My older brother at that point was now doing gang work for the county. He had gone to ‘SC and 

he was really starting to get into some of the young professionals or whatever that were getting 

together to talk about how to work in the community and bring change and to be involved 

politically. Well, he had gone to school and known El Juárez (phonetic), for example, as an 

activist, and some of these groups-- I think in that year he started going to (unclear)-- Richard 

Alatorre was in these groups and different, I don't know, anyway, all different kinds of people 

that later on became involved on different levels and may not have gotten fully into the more 

militant side of the movement but in different things. He started bringing-- I had an office before 

I was elected. No, no, no, it was after I was elected, but he would bring guys from the 

neighborhood, from Lincoln Heights that he was working and from the same areas we had grown 



up in to talk. I remember once I started talking to him about one of the families, the Segura 

family, that just before we moved, maybe a year or so, they lived across the street, and one of the 

youngest kids, I remember the mom chasing him around in the front yard. I was watching. It was 

kind of funny because the kid's pants were falling down, and she was pregnant, and it turns out 

this guy, black, was then in Quentin. That struck me that, wow, about the social differences. 

Now, here's this kid, he's just one of my neighbors, and that's happened to him in the system, and 

here I am at UCLA doing all this stuff to change the university. There's a dichotomy there. So 

that I started thinking, like, "Wait a second. There's something-- there is a-- you can't go out and 

just do change here. What about change in these other things?" It still was kind of a-- and then 

another thing, the draft was-- I think right around that time they called us all in, and you had to 

go to these mass things to take physicals and do all that, and it was escalating, so that was more 

on your mind.  

 

 
01:04:10 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you spend any time in Lincoln Heights around those years?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I didn't spend any time because after-- the church that we went to was in Lincoln Heights, 

but it wasn't really tied into what was going on in the community.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So connection to these young kids--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, these guys. Well, they were maybe fifteen- to nineteen-year-old guys from particular 

cliques of Clover, the Cutdowns, I think more around-- and 28, if you know Clover. I don't 

know. But anyway, and somewhere in '67, must have been, my brother took me to a meeting, 



and it was over in City Terrace and it was at the apartment of a guy that I got to know in the 

Movement a whole lot, Monte Perez. I don't know if you know Monte Perez.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I've heard of him, but I haven't--  

 

 
01:05:40 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Yeah, he just, I think, got appointed the president of Valley-- no, Mission College. Yeah. 

He called me up. He needed Irene Tovar's number. But I went to this meeting, and Monte was 

there, my brother was there, there were two-- there was another guy, Jesús Melendez, and Jesús 

was going to ‘SC. Who knows? We may have called him Jesse at that point. But anyway, he was 

saying, "Well, what we need is a fraternity, a Chicano fraternity."  

 

Boy that just-- I don't know. I couldn't really relate to the whole thing, but I was kind of 

interested, but it was not-- I just wasn't familiar. I didn't have anything to grab a hold of, but I 

could grab a hold on not doing that. But that was probably one of the-- they were deciding on 

what they were going to have. I don't even know if they had the name "UMAS" at that time, but 

they were getting into beginning to organize around Los Angeles. So I was at those meetings, but 

I still wasn't ready to get engaged in that or have a full thinking of what was happening.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were they only Mexican-origin people at those meetings?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. This was a small meeting in somebody's apartment at City Terrace in Eastern , and that 

apartment building's still there. So there were seven or eight, maybe, or ten. I don't know.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Cal State Los Angeles?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Well, it's Cal-- no, well, Ricardo had come-- maybe he was-- he'd probably just gotten-- 

well, he'd graduated from UCLA. He was taking a few sociology courses at ‘SC and dropped 

that, so he might not even been going to school. But he was in and around that thing, so he was a 

UCLA kind of guy, and here's another ‘SC guy. So it was a general kind of a thing.  

 

 
01:07:20 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you feel in that environment, considering the circles that you put yourself in at UCLA 

weren't necessarily Chicano-centric, there was not an ethnic identity to (unclear)?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yeah, there weren't other Chicanos, what I was doing, that I'm aware of, although 

eventually-- but there were a couple that had come up to me. But, no, I didn't feel necessarily 

alienated from that. It just was I wasn't familiar all that much. They seemed to be good and real 

people. Monte's a very personable guy kind of thing, and they were very serious about it, but I 

just couldn't quite grab onto it at that point. I wasn't opposed to it. There just wasn't a Chicano 

population to speak of that I knew at UCLA too. So there wasn't anybody from UCLA there at 

that meeting--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Except yourself.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Except myself and my brother, I guess. Maybe that's why my brother asked me to go. "Well, can 

you get somebody from UCLA?" he said. "Okay." I don't know. I have to ask him. Anyway, so I 

went to that meeting, and Hertzog at one time started talking to me about Tijerina, and I hadn't 

even seen him because I wasn't reading, really, the newspaper. I didn't have a TV in my 

apartment or anything, so I wasn't really into the news, so I didn't really even know about that. 

Because he was (unclear) to me, assuming, I guess, that I was for Tijerina. But you've got to 

think about what the Indians have to say, because he was always trying to be iconoclastic or just 

kind of come up at another point of view. So it was starting, though. People were asking 

questions and doing things, so that my-- the next year I think it was at the Counseling Center, 

they asked me, as part of my job, to be part of the-- what do they call-- Upward Bound Program, 

and, "Okay." That's where they had black and Chicano students.  

 

So I had a class. I think it was mostly Chicano and from Roosevelt. It was a weekend, like a 

Saturday class and all of that. So I forget what I was supposed to be teaching them, but I 

remember there was one guy-- I was trying to interest them, I guess, in U.S. history or 

something. So there was one guy that had his own band or that was playing in a band, and then 

other people were interested in hearing about that and talking about that, so we started talking 

about music. So I'd always liked music, so I talked to them about-- like, to me, there's (unclear), 

"Who do you like, the Beatles or the Rolling Stones?" they says. Then I said, "Well, the Beatles. 

They like to play more Chuck Berry stuff." "Oh, yeah, really? That's kind of-- ." "And the 

Stones, they play-- Bo Diddley or-- ." "Oh, yeah? Okay." I don't know. Maybe it was this or that 

one album, but anyway, they said, "Yeah, have you heard about Bob Dylan?" So I talked to them 

about Bob Dylan and then Woody Guthrie, because I'd learned about Woody Guthrie then from 

some of my readings, and Woody Guthrie was related in protest in the song to Bertolt Brecht and 

Kurt Vile. They didn't know, but I told them a little bit about that and even going back to Mozart. 

That was about revolution, some of the operas. So there's all kinds of things in music, and it was 

before the walkouts, so it must have been like the fall of '67.  

 

Then the class got interesting because I could talk about rock and roll and this and that. I don't 

know what they got out of it or whatever, but it certainly was a good experience for me because 

it-- but I remember also probably around that time I'd gone to an UMAS meeting and I was 

interested now.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

After that experience.  

 

 
01:13:28 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

After that experience. There was another experience preceded-- right around that time there was 

an UMAS conference, UMAS informed, and there was a conference. It was either at Marymount 

or at USC because I went, because my brother said, "There's going to be a mariachi." He might 

even have arranged for it there, and, "Oh, there's a lot of girls and there's a lot of this." So I went 

and I was kind of interested, trying to understand, but I was not really in touch with the barrio, so 

that was like a big vacuum. But then somebody came into this one discussion and said, "Well, 

Dr. Guzman has reported-- "-- or it wasn't Dr. Guzman-- "that so much percent of the deaths 

from the Southwest for Spanish surname that were only so much of the population." Everybody 

goes-- and that hit me like a ton of bricks because I was beginning to hear about some statistics 

and other things about Mexican Americans and blacks and how they were similar and then 

studying all the European history of twentieth century, of nineteenth-century revolution and 

social and class struggles and stuff.  

 

Then I had just become aware of where some of the kids or the families that I had known before, 

where some of them were at in Lincoln Heights, which was my "little rascal" days, and those 

things really clicked. So there was more of an interest, but I remember going to UMAS and 

meetings at UCLA. I remember there were people like my friend who later became a friend, 

Ramses. They were speaking Spanish, and there seemed to be a whole lot of guys from Mexico. 

There weren't that many that were in those meetings that were born here, like Ray Macias-- and 

who was the guy that worked over there, just retired in the Center? Carlos Haro. There weren't 

that many that seemed to be more Mexican American. They seemed a little bit more Mexican, I 

don't know, Juan Gomez and all these other people. Later on, Ron Lopez was involved, but that 

was a little-- not as much at the meeting anyway. That was my sense, "Well, I don't speak 

Spanish and I don't know that much about poverty because I haven't experienced it."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, did they know about poverty? Maybe they weren't as American as you, but what about 

class-wise? Were they from-- ?  

 

 
01:15:33 
 



MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, like Ray Macias was. I don't think his-- Andy Chavez, well not quite as much, but Ramses 

certainly was, and there were others, Roberto Sifuentes and others, I think, had awareness. I don't 

know what their whole-- and then now-- but they were more familiar with the barrio, let me put 

it that way, than I was or seemed to be. That was my impression. Maybe the other ones that 

weren't speaking were like me, but I just-- so I didn't go to every meeting or became integrated, 

but I kind of said, "Well, I'm in touch with it, around it."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel uncomfortable?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, in a certain way, because there were other things I was involved in where I was really 

engaged. So in that sense this was not as engaging for me because I still didn't have-- I wasn't 

totally out of contact now that I might have been a year before or two years before, but I was still 

not quite there clicking and I was getting more and more deeply into what was going on in the 

campus. There were some things that were beginning to happen on the campus, in that 

Chancellor Murphy was going to be leaving, and they were going to pick another chancellor. I 

think actually I had one experience with him where I was up in the dorms and he was addressing 

people. So I had went there and I hadn't been elected to office yet, but anyway, I got up to ask a 

question more along the lines of the reforms, educational reform and all of that, and I said, "This 

damn-- ," this or that, whatever, and so Murphy-- these politicians, they just turned around and 

started lecturing about language instead of answering the question. Then I said, "Oh, my god. I 

don't like this guy." But there were changes in the university.  

 

But anyway, that was becoming more, and I think there were-- I got to know people that were-- 

well, there was Chuck Young, who got the job, whom I knew, and there was kind of a real 

political thing. There was a guy that I knew, I don't know where he was politically, but I got 

along with. He was Carl York, who was more in the scientific grant stuff. Who knows, maybe 

the military industrial complex, but I liked that guy. For some reason I got along with him. But 

anyway, there was all this kind of stuff going on, and then for different other things we were 

doing I found there were a lot of people that liked what I represented, and so to go do different 

tasks or different projects that we were talking about-- I got to know all their secretaries, "Oh, 

well, he's over there. Yeah, he's down the hall." They liked me. So I got to know (unclear). One 

of the professors that I had was the president of the Academic Senate and he taught medieval 

history and he was very interesting. He was one of the top national-level scholars. Lynn White 



was his name, and he just had a real funny way how he would talk about things. Like I said, in 

terms of historical record that can establish something, there's as much historical record you 

could refer to about the resurrection of Christ with Caesar crossing the Rubicon. (Laughs) So 

when you're looking at some of this history, you have to-- but his whole thing was on the 

technology and technology's impact on the rate of change or the acceleration of change in society 

and the different things.  

 

So he traced, like, the Tartars and the Huns and the people coming from Asia into Europe and 

that what happened in some of those things is that along the way they would be picking up 

different tools and different artifacts and different things that eventually ended up in Europe. One 

of the things he had worked on was certain kinds of plows that eventually-- the harness came 

from one thing and the kind of plow that came from another part of the world and different 

things, and when they finally got to Germany or the heart of Europe, you could plow up that soil 

and you could expand agriculture that sped up the economy of that stage of feudalism and moved 

it forward and all of this thing. Then I said, well, that's for the whole world. Europe just was 

benefiting from something else. It was like the dumping ground for a while, and then they put 

something together and started getting more of a perception of world civilization that wasn't just 

Eurocentric, although it was still all about-- mostly about Europe. But he was real concerned. He 

didn't like Chuck Young. He was real scared of the direction, the university, and he would sit and 

talk with me about it. Anyway, so that was beginning to happen. So there was some changes 

happening there. Then came the presidential election, '68, and so there was-- 1968 was a big year 

of change in the world, and it became a very big change here for me. When I think back on-- like 

already I've been telling you, like, where I was in my sophomore year, and then a year later it 

was a whole different set of things, and then a year later all kinds of other things were coming in 

that I was relating to, learning from, new kinds of responsibilities, areas of getting into both 

intellectual-- but in terms of this institution of what the university was.  

 

Gosh, one of the statistics that really hit me, I don't know, when I started dealing with these 

things and raising the issues is somebody talked to me about the budget, UCLA's budget, and we 

have to design the budget and be ready for what's going to be happening, but it hasn't impacted-- 

it affects what happens so that every year you figure so many people are going to leave because 

they fail out, others will get pregnant or whether this or that or transfer to another university or 

have a nervous-- you're going to lose so many people, so you're going to-- you're already 

budgeted in so many from the state colleges, so many from the junior colleges, so many from 

internationally. I said, "Okay," but what that meant to me is that now you're going to have to 

flunk so many people or make sure that that many get out of the way because they won't fit the 

budget the other way. That's how it-- then I say, wow, that's part of the root of the whole thing 

because you want to start get this elite still-- it's so still like the bell curve in a way, but in a more 

sophisticated kind of thing.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

So you're talking about an injustice that you noticed.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you see it in those terms?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it's institutional discrimination in a sense, which in a sense you could say it's justified, but 

the way it happens is not very human. So I was learning about that, that institution.  

 

 
01:23:50 
 

ESPINO: 
 

But did you see it as inequality? Did you put it in those terms or what kind of terms did you put 

those observations in? How would you articulate your--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, number one, it didn't ever necessarily how smart you were or whatever, that there was just 

going to be a certain-- you could have all the brightest ones doing as good as they could and they 

weren't going to hack it. So it's not on how well you do necessarily. So then it's not how well you 

learn things, and all that stuff is-- so I said, well, how do you make it that way or how do you try 



to create more opportunity for that or-- of course, that's impacted from where you're coming 

from and all of that. I hadn't thought of all of those things, but it was going to come to me pretty 

quickly. But it was one of those kind of facts, just like the fact of what the percentage were dying 

in Vietnam or how many Chicanos were going to prison or those kinds of things that you're 

looking at that. So I'm still enjoying the classes. There's some classes I just can't take and some 

of them maybe-- so I started getting incompletes sometimes as I was running all around and 

doing this and that, and some which I never finished. But anyway--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Going back to UMAS that meeting that you attended on campus, do you remember what their 

objectives were at the time?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It was just coming together, I think. So they were debating, like I can only-- I can't concretely 

remember, but it made sense that they'd be talking about those things to me. What they were 

discussing was not, like, silly to me or whatever, so probably were things like campus-oriented 

things and community-oriented things and stuff, but I don't really-- if you ask me the specifics of 

it, then--  

 

 
01:26:09 
 

ESPINO: 
 

No issue stands out in your mind?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No issue stands out in my mind for there. But then when it got to January, it was January 1968, 

and a couple of guys came to me. I vaguely remember now because somebody had to remind me 

at some party I went to a couple of years ago. I met some guy, and he came, and UMAS had 

assigned these guys to come talk to me. They came, and I told them a lot of what I've told you. 



Because I met one of the guys who's an attorney and stuff, and he told me, he said, "Well, this is 

what you said." I said, "Well, that's what I thought. Well, good anyway." But then I was 

interested. I thought it was a good thing. I just didn't know how I could relate, what in particular 

for me to relate in it. So a week or so later, I guess they went and reported, and so then next 

person comes up to me from UMAS, it's Moctezuma Esparza and he tells me that they want to 

have a symposium on the Mexican American and they want to have Corky Gonzales and Reies 

Tijerina and Bert Corona and Ralph Guzman and Risco, Eli Risco, and I think they wanted 

Cesar, but they got Luis Valdez, okay, and all of that. I said, "Well, that sounds real good. Who 

are these guys?" I didn't know who they were. I said, "It sounds like a good idea. We need to 

have something like that, whatever." So I guess the basic concept was all right, and probably 

(unclear) said, "Well, it might be salable to the Student Council, but $2,000 or something?"  

 

I was the one that said, "You don't need to spend all that money for the-- ," and mostly was all 

these fraternity-sorority things related to the athletic department and stuff. So Moctezuma tells 

me, "Muñoz, look in the mirror. You're an Indian and you're going to be in this Movement 

whether you want to be or not." That made sense to me, so I said, "Okay, I'll do that." So I didn't 

really have a hand in designing the program or anything, but I went and got the motion maybe of 

some white guy or black girl or whomever else on the Council that raised it. It might have passed 

anyway and all that. But I did, I got the money for it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So you challenged him initially?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why would he say that to you unless-- that sounds confrontational.  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think probably I might have been (unclear). I might have been thinking can this be passed 

or is this consistent what I've been talking about, how much we spend on programs? But it 

sounds like you might be able to sell it. Can I do that? That was more-- and then it's the first time 

I'd been asked to do something like that too. He might have read it that way or maybe he just was 

being very affirmative, aggressive, pushing for what he wanted.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Do you think that you had a problem with being identified with this issue, with this community?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I didn't think so, and this was before the walkouts still, so it was not-- I guess there was some 

people that had talked to me about it. I didn't know about it and all, but I was aware there was 

more things in the Eastside, there were inequalities and that that was something that, moving 

forward in my life, I'd have to relate to on some way or the other and that there was some 

relationship to the draft, which I was going to have to deal with. Those were things in my mind I 

hadn't resolved, but they were coming. Those things were coming. And actually, you know, if I 

wasn't the one being asked and somebody told me what it was, I would have probably said, 

"Yeah, I'd like to go hear that." So it happened a few weeks later, whenever it came about.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how do you think those people like Moctezuma and Carlos Haro, how do you think they 

viewed you, considering you were still Ros at this time, correct?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And you were an activist, but not necessarily in the Chicano sense or even the Mexican 

American sense. It was more broad. How do you think they perceived-- or did they ever talk to 

you about how they perceived you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I never talked to them. No, they never talked to me about it. I think some-- I can only--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You know those terms that were going around at the time, like "Tío Taco" and "Sellout" and 

(unclear)?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, well, I wasn't doing--  
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ESPINO: 
 

Do you think they saw you that way?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Some of them probably did. My sense from that was that, well, I could be useful as being on the 

Student Council, but their orientation was to rally people, to bring people to the cause, to recruit, 

to get people to see-- so they were reaching out to involve me in that sense and maybe they 

wanted to have me do something, but, still, that's how-- so in a sense, yeah. So one of the things 

Moctezuma was saying is that you can do something and you have to do something, you should 

do something, but it's all part of those things, so that they were considering me for that. So that 

was good. So I didn't see it as like you look in the mirror, you're an Indian. I didn't read it like, 

oh, you don't think you're an Indian, but you are. No, I didn't read that into what he said. I said 

he's just got to realize that you look like an Indian, people are going to treat you that way, so it 

made sense to me. I don't know. It makes sense, because then eventually I said, yeah, people are 

going to be looking at me in that light. So it didn't bother me at that time, and what they thought 

of me in a way didn't bother me at that time. Now, when I went to the event and I remember 

Tijerina was speaking, and he had this evangelical style, this minister's fire-and-brimstone kind 

of thing. My grandfather was a minister. It wasn't quite fire and brimstone. He was more of a 

poet kind of guy and not good-humored. But I saw that and then I listened to what he was saying, 

and it wasn't in the intellectual forums that you'd have at the university, but it was highly 

educated and was argued in an organized way. There were these kind of far-out examples or 

analogies maybe that I might have thought, and then he began speaking in Spanish. Now, what I 

remember most was him speaking in Spanish because there were all these people that I had been 

involved with over the last couple of years and they didn't understand what he was saying, so 

that was embarrassing. I said, "Oh, these people aren't understanding what he's saying."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You're talking about the white folks.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The white folks, which was most of who was there, although a lot of kids had been brought in 

from the Eastside and from around high schools and others, or from other (unclear) and stuff. It 

was in the Grand Ballroom. That sentiment is there, but coming along with that sentiment was 

his points make sense. We have to speak Spanish. It just makes sense and it's just number one. 

Having two languages is better than one, and, number two, that's your heritage and that's a 



culture and things that is there. Yeah, like I said before, I felt a little distance from my 

grandparents because I didn't speak Spanish, but I like my grandparents. My parents loved them, 

and now my cousins liked them and everything, so, yeah. But all of that kind of-- and just 

intellectual recognition of reality, that, yeah, of course, that makes sense. So he's talking to me. 

So, well, maybe he-- I didn't know if I-- the next thought-- I don't know if I thought it at that 

time-- was, "Well then I can talk to those people about it. If they're not understanding it, then-- ."  
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ESPINO: 
 

Where do you think that embarrassment came from? If you could describe or articulate that 

embarrassment, how would you understand it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, maybe in a way I felt it was not fair to them. That was kind of a first thing. Second part of 

that might have been, well, they won't let-- here I'm putting them-- they're coming here to hear 

this and they might not like me because they're-- or they may hold that against me or those that-- 

but then I said this is right in the course of having those feelings, but I'm also listening to what 

he's saying and he'd already said it in English, but now he's saying it in Spanish. But I don't 

know. I didn't remember that until just a few months ago I heard that tape again and I was 

waiting for when he went into Spanish, and here it's going for twenty minutes, and he hasn't-- 

maybe I remember all this wrong. But then he goes into the Spanish, and then I said, "Oh, okay. 

Yeah, I remember all right." What he actually had done then, done the English first.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were still embarrassed.  

 

 
01:38:31 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, yeah. Yeah, well-- yeah, I guess so, but it changed very quickly right there and then it 



didn't bother me. I says, "Okay, that has to be said," and his saying in Spanish had real-- it got 

the point across to me because I was listening again to his arguments in Spanish, and he was 

much more articulate in Spanish, too, and the points came across better, and I was picking up on 

it, too, in Spanish. I guess you could say that's when I more fully was in the thing, and even 

more-- well, I could identify more and another thing that I was-- also I found I had a use. I was 

helpful. I contributed to this and I still feel real proud that I did.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel like a bridge between those activists, those non-Latino, non-Chicano activists and 

the Chicano activists?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I don't think-- well, I felt I could do that as a-- that's something I could contribute, but I 

wasn't-- I didn't think that-- well, because I'd had that experience and built up relationships and 

all of that, but that doesn't mean that they couldn't or they just hadn't been doing that. There were 

other people, like Miguel Juarez was the emcee, and other people. I knew who he was from-- but 

I'd heard what they said. I wasn't as much impressed with what Corky said or what Bert said or 

some of the other things as much as the (unclear). That's what stuck with me, but it says that I 

felt more comfortable with it. So I felt I could be useful, but as a bridge I didn't think of it that 

way, but I guess I was. It's something that-- and they weren't aware of it. So, now, maybe if I 

would have known later on or I would have thought a little more about that, but I still was-- my 

project was still more-- there were still things in the student thing. I guess the decisions about 

that time had been made were just basically clear, who was going to be chancellor and all of this 

kind of thing.  

 

Then King was killed, and I wasn't ready for people's tremendous response to that. I remember 

the people at the Counseling Center and other people were just totally crestfallen about what a 

tremendous loss that was. But one of the things that came is that there has to be-- and then the 

walkouts happened. The walkouts happened, and then King was killed. That's how it-- and so 

that then began moving things more in the foremost of my mind, first the walkouts and then the 

killing of King, and then the university began talking more and more, "We need to change," and 

especially in the Counseling Center, but in other-- there's going to have to be more change that's 

going to be-- that the university has to adjust to what's happening in the black and the Chicano 

communities.  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Change? What does that mean? What did that mean at the time? When they said change that can 

mean so many different things.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, like, that were 25,000 people at UCLA, and maybe 100 were Mexican American, so what 

does that-- what percent of 1 percent is that, when we were 15, 12 percent of the population in 

L.A.? That's a pretty obvious one, and here I don't know much about my own history or even 

about my current events, much less to mention the professors or other things. Some of them may 

have known more than me, but even probably others knew less. So I guess that's what change 

meant.  

 

 
01:42:28 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Opening up the university to diversity?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

To more diversity, yeah, to blacks and Chicanos, and I guess, to a sense, the curriculum, but once 

people started stating it, then it was obvious to me. But I'm trying to, let's see, get back to-- so at 

that time then, to me then, the whole social issue, it took a few weeks but not that long to where 

already then I was identifying more with the Chicano thing. So I didn't think what-- oh, so I 

wasn't thinking-- I knew I wasn't going to finish school that year, but I just would have one more 

quarter, so when there was student elections, I wasn't going to run for any office. There was a 

black guy that was running who'd been on the Student Council. He kind of had been joking 

around, but as the issues got stronger, he became more active, speaking on the African American 

issues in particular. There was also the Black Student Union had formed and there was ties tied 

together with UMAS to a degree, so that was real cool. So I was going to help these guys. Then 

George Agiñiga (phonetic), who was a member of UMAS and who was more of a straight-- he 

was not a militant at all. I think I told you the story about how he was kind of critical in high 

school that I wasn't wearing a tie, a white shirt and tie, anyway, because he was the vice 



president in high school. Anyway, he was running for vice president at UCLA. So I was kind of 

going to some of the discussions and campaigning, or recommending to vote for these guys when 

somewhere-- it must have been April or so, a fraternity, the Phi Psi-- I never know what it spells 

out, can't remember what all the letters were, but they had what they called their second annual-- 

I don't know whatever happened to the first-- Viva Zapata party, where they had this big like 

facsimile of a red, white, and green flag. Instead of the serpent and eagle, they had a big middle 

finger, which was "the bird," I guess. And these guys from UMAS walked by it and saw it and 

were just incensed, and I guess they came back and started getting other guys together, and, "We 

have to do something about that, and, yeah, they can't get away with doing-- they can't do that, so 

we've got to demand that they're off the campus and all of this."  

 

So I said, "Yeah, that's true." So we got together and made demands, and it was in the paper, 

probably the L.A. Times and in the Bruin and all of these kinds of things. The chancellor, 

Murphy, said, "Yeah, well, we're going to suspend them. They're going to be suspended from 

being in all the Greek activities and student activities, support for their kind of a thing." And they 

were incensed at that, the Greek system, and they raised it as an issue of insensitive 

administration, just telling the students what they can and can't do, and there was an over-

sensitiveness of UMAS, and there were those things being put out. We kept insisting, and there 

was a big rally. They had a Greek Power rally, white power or whatever. That's how I saw it and 

we saw it in UMAS. So they had hundreds of people there at Meyerhoff Park.  

 

During all the things, one of the things that happened-- I didn't know that it happened-- the Daily 

Bruin had endorsed the black guy and George and a couple other people that were on a slate, 

and, actually, all of the Daily Bruins that day disappeared or were not distributed, okay? That 

didn't come out, at least to me, till months later, and they carried the election, the Greeks carried 

the election. But right in the midst of all of that happening, it came up to the Student Council to 

denounce what the chancellor wanted. So we at UMAS said, "Hey, they should have just been 

thrown out, not just suspended." That was our position. And it passed. It passed to protest that. 

The woman that I'd been sitting next with said, "Some of my best friends are in UMAS." I said, 

"Oh, my god," and all this kind of stuff. So I resigned. It was going to be two weeks later, but I 

just can't put up with this stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that the first time that you felt that you didn't share the same perspective as the other people 

that you were--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 



Oh, well, no, not in that way, but there were some that were more into the whole Greek thing. 

There were some that were just-- one guy was totally antiwar kind of thing, and some that were 

counterculture, you know, dope and all of that. So I wasn't-- most of them kind of liked what I 

was doing with the student reform and all that, but there were a lot of things I didn't vote for, I 

voted against and argued and all of that kind of stuff. But, yeah, on that level, that was-- it wasn't 

that big of a vote for all of them, but it was to me, so I said, "I can't deal with that."  

 

As a result of that, we went and we were still having-- there was some demonstration or event we 

had out there by Meyerhoff Park, and Ramses Noriega came up to me, and I had kind of seen 

him at meetings and all of that, and he told me, he says, "Muñoz, I really respect what you did. 

That took some courage and that has real meaning. That was the thing to do. Now, thank you 

very much for doing that. I respect you a lot." And he was the only one that did. Like the Student 

Council, the way they dealt with it, the president and all that-- actually he was Latino. He was 

from Colombia, Joe Rubenstein. He was Jewish. He was a dorm leader. So I wasn't the first 

Latino president; I was the first Chicano. But they kind of thought, "Well, it's just a couple 

months, and he really didn't mean it. It was just in the heat of the moment or something," and 

they didn't see it as serious. But we used that to go out, and Ramses said, "Well, maybe you'll 

want to come (unclear) or something." We had a plan. We were going out and talking to all the 

groups to support us and there probably were maybe some demands about more students and 

stuff. But we were going out and reaching out for the community, show support. So I remember 

Ramses and I went out to a couple of groups in the Santa Monica-Westside area, I think a 

LULAC chapter and something else, I can't recall, which was totally new to me, going out and 

talking in the community.  

 

Now, I had done a radio thing, shows, and talking about student stuff. Years later I met guys in 

the party or people in other things that had heard me on a few radio shows, and they had really 

liked what I said and all that, but now this was really reaching out to the community. So it was a 

whole new experience that way, and I started to have a relationship with Ramses around doing 

those kinds of things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me ask you before you continue. It seems like you've always been involved in 

something that pushes an institution or even that one time you were washing dishes in that 

summer camp, it's like pushing to improve something, a situation, but you never seem angry. Just 

seems like, "This is the right thing to do. I'm going to do it." But now are you starting to get 

angry, or do you feel like you're still even-tempered and you're just doing the right thing?  
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MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, I guess it definitely was a stronger step than I usually took, yeah, because I don't think I 

spoke out when Neil Reichline got-- now, maybe I didn't think I could or whatever, but it wasn't 

there. This was something, though, that had to do very deep with my whole life history as being 

born in a Mexican family and having lived in Mexican communities and having traveled all 

throughout Mexico and learned about those things, which I was proud of. So, yeah, it was a 

stronger-- now, I didn't go to the press and do that. I just handed-- I resigned in a letter that I 

resigned. It wasn't that, but, yeah, it was a very ultimate kind of thing. So, yeah, it was a different 

kind of a step for me, and there was a whole more militancy in that time that was coming up, or a 

whole more of speaking out. But I didn't make a press release or go down and print this in the 

Bruin or do this kind of thing. But the next day or morning I was out on whatever our 

demonstration was, when I hadn't really been to many demonstrations, so to speak.  

 

So then I was really integrated into UMAS and coming-- then one of the next things is that then 

the university was saying, "We're going to have a-- ." Chuck Young was going to take over or he 

was already taking over. "We're going to have a summer-long task force relating to the urban 

change," or whatever. I forget what it was called. They decided to set it up through the 

Counseling Center. They would have some people that-- the representatives for UMAS and some 

for the Black Student Union and would be working with the other students and the faculty and 

administration to begin and do things that way. Somehow or other, I ended up on that. UMAS 

might have had some-- I don't recall how that all transpired, but now, looking back on it, I guess 

I had done a good-enough job on the other things. I wasn't coming out advocating what my 

thoughts are on it because I didn't think I was an expert on it, but when I heard the basic kinds of 

approaches would be, I thought, "Yeah, it made sense, and I support that," and then if I could do 

something-- so I think I had that attitude and so I was asked, I guess. I guess the main 

requirement was carry on what our goals are. So that was one thing that began developing, and 

the other thing was the elections were coming up and it was Kennedy versus McCarthy. A lot of 

people, there was a lot of-- most people I knew that were more into the political things, those that 

were oriented were more oriented, in a way, to McCarthy because he was more pure. He had 

been against the war all along and this kind of thing, and then the Kennedys were kind of power 

politicians and he'd been part of the administration and all, but he was speaking out differently. 

Then there was the farm-labor strike was getting more thing, and he was identified with it.  

 

Anyway, I guess the overall UMAS thing-- UMAS had gotten very-- looking back now 

historically and studying the history, they were getting more into the politics of East L.A. and 

wanting to have-- I think the UMAS (unclear) or whatever had gone to the MAPA convention 

and pushed, "Well, where do you stand on the war?" and were pressuring people to take stands 

on the war and all of this.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But you weren't involved in any of that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I wasn't involved. That was like right around the time that that symposium, when I was just 

entering in and I wasn't out advocating on the war myself, really, but I just knew I was against it. 

The election started coming up, and then UMAS was going to go do campaigning for the MAPA 

candidates. One was Richard Calderon, who almost won several of elections to the state 

legislature to Congress after George Brown, who was a real liberal progressive peace kind of 

guy, left.  

 

But I remember watching the debate. There was a debate between McCarthy and Bobby 

Kennedy a week or two weeks before the election, and McCarthy came across very professorial, 

which I wasn't-- I was getting tired of professors. But Kennedy talked about the walkouts, he 

talked about Cesar Chavez, he talked about different issues, other issues, different projects in the 

black community and stuff that I'd heard about that people were engaged with from the campus 

and all of that. So he touched all the constituencies and issues that were arising in my thing, and I 

said, "My, god, yeah. You've got to be for that." So when UMAS was going to go campaign, I 

went and walked precincts. I'm not sure which one came first, but right around then, right just 

around the election time, the Thirteen were indicted for the walkouts, and one of them was 

Moctezuma Esparza, whom I knew, and there was a demonstration downtown protesting it. And 

I remember I was thinking, "Well, god, what if I go and the police attack and do all of this? I 

don't know what I'd do, but I've got to go." So I went, and so that was one of my first 

demonstrations out in the community or for the walkouts. I remember-- I can still look at some of 

the pictures. They were making signs, and so I had one that said "Viva Moctezuma Esparza!" 

and it was not too neat because I'm not very neat in lettering and all that, but I can-- it came out 

in La Raza, my sign amongst a bunch of signs. But anyway, and so that helped that somebody 

put it up on the stage. Right here at the Placita was that rally.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you feel like you were forced into the Movement?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not at all. Why do you ask? I don't know because--  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, just interested in your take on it, because it sounds like you weren't on that path and then 

you take that path. Do you feel like the pressures around you pushed you into the Movement or 

that it was something you were always looking for?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I look at it differently. How I look at it was there were changes coming in the world and 

here in Los Angeles and amongst Chicanos and the L.A. society and the whole thing, and I 

started getting active with the Experimental College, and that led into other issues and other 

issues and more involvement on the campus and awareness and then looking at how it relates a 

little bit to society. There was another experience that-- my studies were also dealing with more 

social change and things, both in the past but more in the nineteenth century, and then there were 

a lot of discussions in the class, especially after King was killed. But I had this kind of this 

history paper class that you do a history paper, so I talked to the guys in UMAS-- that was my 

last quarter, well, before the summer of '68. So Ron Lopez and Juan Gomez Quiñones, I asked 

them, and they had been starting to write about some of the farm worker strikes, so I think Ron 

had written something on the berry strike in El Monte and I think Debra Weber was doing some 

writing and Juan was doing-- and so they said, "Why don't you try to look into this lettuce strike 

in the Imperial Valley."  

 

So I started, and the place to look for that was the La Follette hearings, and the La Follette 

hearing was-- I learned a little bit more of it later on, but that about '39, 1940, '38, as the New 

Deal was being challenged from the right with anti-communism and everything, La Follette had 

started holding the other kind of hearings against anti-union activity in the country and breaking 

of the laws and collusion and all these other kinds of things. So they started exposing the right 

wing and anti-- so I was reading through those, and it was (unclear) like on this particular-- there 

was a lot of other things, but in this particular strike, for example, it was a big strike in the 

Imperial Valley and they had this meeting hall, the (unclear) Hall, in Brawley and so they had a 

big union meeting there, and then bombs were thrown, smoke bombs and other things, and it was 

broken up and attacked and all of this. Dorothey Healy, but her name was Dorothey Rae there-- I 

think she was sixteen-- she was helping this other guy, Hancock, Stanley Hancock, organize 

there. So the ACLU sent a young lawyer, who later became one of the top civil liberties/civil 

rights guy and was, I guess, just retired right around that time, A.L. Wirin, Abraham Lincoln 

Wirin. But he must have been a young man, and they sent him out to go investigate. He gets to 

the Salton Sea and he stops there where he's stopped by some guys, and they say that they're L.A. 

Times reporters, show him their ID. He gets out of the car to talk to them or something, and they 

turn out to be LAPD and they kick the shit out of him and leave him without his pants.  



 

Somewhere else I'd read how the L.A. Times owned all these properties in California and then 

all these million acres or so in Mexico, and then that's not the L.A. Times. The L.A. Times is 

giving its IDs to the LAPD, and that's not the LAPD's jurisdiction. Then I started seeing-- so that 

kind of related to how the budget of UCLA was set and how these institutions worked and then 

how the special interests came in and in a much more explicit way, and it was happening to 

Mexicans. This had stopped, and now Cesar Chavez was doing another thing, but this was back 

then. So how I was beginning to look at an institution that I had been dedicating (unclear) to try 

to change an institution was seeing a little bit of it, that if you can do it or at least at that time you 

can do it, and then I'm seeing this. Now we have a stronger Movement now, and so all these 

thoughts are going-- that's coming through my head, and I went and I interviewed Dorothy 

Healey, who had been a communist leader. I didn't get much from her. I was dissatisfied with 

that, but that's a whole other story. Well, I didn't find Chicanos that were involved with that 

strike, and maybe I just didn't have enough connection or take enough time or it just wasn't 

around to find, but I learned a lot from that. So that also was impacting on getting involved and 

how I was thinking, and there's all these institutions out there to deal with. So I went to that 

demonstration and then I also got involved with walking precincts and all that, I think over in 

Lincoln Heights, right by Gates Street School where I'd gone to school for one semester. I 

remember that up the street there was someone yelling in a--  
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ESPINO: 
 

Bullhorn?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

-- bullhorn about come out to vote or something. I said, "Wow, that's something I hadn't seen." I 

hadn't seen that at Highland Park. This was going up into Happy Valley and on Lincoln Park 

Avenue. I think somebody mentioned that, yeah, that was Bert Corona. So anyway, Kennedy 

was killed. But then the Thirteen were arrested, but then they were sprung loose on bail and 

came out for the (unclear) fight and all of this. So in a way, I don't know if the Kennedy thing 

had an impact, but not all that-- the Movement was going on, and then we had these things to 

work with, with the task force. So I got involved in that and I was the chair of the Admissions 

Committee. We had two priorities: one was admissions, and the other was studies, study centers. 

Well, our biggest need was obvious, the admissions. There weren't that many, and it was also an 

African American thing, but they were more into the studies because it was much more 

developed, going back to all their colleges and universities and Du Bois and what have you, and 

we didn't have that. There weren't that many professors around and all this, so Ron Lopez had 



that one, and I had the one for admissions and I was more coordinating it and calling the 

meetings and who's got to report and doing this and that kind of thing.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's a lot of responsibility for a student, an undergrad.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I guess, in a way, but I wasn't-- there were others that were more the decision makers, and then 

there were other UMAS people that were part of the committee. But from seventh grade, I had 

been in Student Council and parliamentary procedure and Robert's Rules, or in the Boy Scouts 

I'd had this or that experience and some of the church groups and then in Student Council. I'd had 

some of those kinds of experience. In some ways I had been brought up-- and also the system, 

they said, well, the kind of Mexican that can help do things but not necessarily militantly or 

change. But that was, "Okay, you need to have some, and there's somebody."  

 

But anyway, I had some of that training and, generally, I am kind of mild-mannered so that I can 

get along with a lot of people. So I guess I was helpful in moving things forward and maybe a 

kind of a poster boy as well, in a way, "Here's somebody that cares about the university and that 

the students like and others, and he's doing this. They want more Mexican Americans." So I 

think it might have had that impact, and obviously it wasn't with all the professors, probably, but 

enough to help build the consensus that the university was ready to move with. So, in a sense, 

you might say in a way people had groomed me for that or they wanted to have that and I 

fulfilled that, but then also I fulfilled that because I actually did become active in UMAS and had 

some level of respect and interaction, and so that was there to do, so I took part. But it was pretty 

obvious to me, too, that there were others that figured out on how you really write the proposals 

and how you fit in all of those kinds of things.  

 

But it was summer-long kind of activities, and I remember one time we had-- in the middle of 

that, I'm walking to the Student Union and I walk by and there's a picket line that's starting to 

form and a couple of people that I liked a lot, one of the black guys that was on the Student 

Council and then several others, and they were going to picket the cafeteria there in the Student 

Union, big building-- now it's Ackerman, I guess, but it hadn't quite been changed to that name. 

But anyway, so they were going to picket the grapes and they says, "Ros," or, "Rosalio," I forget 

what, "Ros, you know we need you for this." They didn't have a Mexican. (Laughs) But, no, they 

were just doing it. It was just kind of put together. Maybe there was a new boycott director in 

L.A. and says, "Well, let's try to do something at the-- ." But anyway, that was what was 

happening. So, okay, I get up there, and then somebody comes from the administration. So I and 



the black guy who was on the Student Council and I had been on the-- and actually I'm having a 

kind of a leadership role in this other thing, which they didn't want to necessarily mess up. So the 

head of Student Activities comes to talk us out of-- and it's in this Daily Bruin article. I'll have to 

show you when I find it sometime. So eventually they pulled the grapes and eventually pulled 

them from the dorms and stuff, and I don't know if they ever restarted. They were going to study 

it. This was all in the article, says "Well, do you mean to be here for as long as they're going to-- 

if they have grapes, are you going to be here as long as that?" I said, "Damn right." That's in the 

article, I said, so there I am leading my first demonstration. (Laughs)  

 

 
02:13:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Happenstance.  

 

 
02:15:08 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Happenstance in a way, but it's also kind of logical and it was there. Then they had a presentation 

on the campus of what we were doing, and there was a crowd out there, so I was there 

representing UMAS and what we were going to do with the High Potential Program. I don't 

know if we'd put the name to it, but that's what it was. At the end of the meeting, Roberto 

Sifuentes-- I don't know if you ever knew Roberto. He just recently passed away, but he was a 

very wonderful guy. He ended up at Northridge, and there was just all kinds of people at his 

services a couple months ago. He comes up to me and he said, "Rosalio, you look so Chicano out 

there with your hair over like this," and whatever. Then I said, "Wow." That was just the right 

thing to say to me at that time. So then eventually that came and got started, and then it was they 

had to implement it and all of that, and right as that was ending-- I think they had an office in the 

law school somewhere because the law professors were very much for affirmative action and all 

of that. So in comes back Ramses Noriega and he had been working for the farm workers in 

Pittsburgh and maybe some other-- on the boycott that summer and he was back on-- and he 

says, "I want to do something for the farm workers and stuff. Maybe we can go get some funds 

or something to do something at the Student Council." I said, "I don't want to do that. I don't 

want to talk to those people again."  

 

He says, "Well, yeah, but they might-- ." Ramses can be a very convincing guy. But anyway, I 

said, "Well, look, we're going to go-- and why don't you come by my place." I had an apartment 

over with this other guy on Venice, actually on the oceanfront. I'll have to go back into some of 

those things, which is more the social aspect and all that, but I'm on the political development. 

So Ramses comes and we're walking on the other side of campus towards the Student Union and 

we're walking there, and I look up where the meeting room is, the boardroom, and the lights are 

on. I says, "Oh, yeah, it's Tuesday night," or Wednesday, whatever the night was regular weekly 



evening meeting, "and they're up there." Well, they're up there. He says, "Well, maybe we'll go 

up there because I'm in the parking lot just past that, around where Pauley Pavilion is." Anyway, 

so we go up there and upstairs and sit down, and some of the guys that were on there before 

knew me, "Hi, Rosalio. How are you doing?"  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So you were Ros?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Ros, probably. Ros, yeah. Because it changed after--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's right. We'll talk about that.  

 

 
02:16:5202:19:0302:21:26 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, we'll talk about-- so anyway, so we're sitting there, and I'm looking at the meeting, and it's 

not all that-- it's just-- and then this president, who I didn't like-- he was a guy that was just out to 

move a career ahead and all of that-- and never had really liked him. He starts to open the 

meeting, and I'm trying to just get a feel for whom I might ask or am I going to ask somebody or 

see what's happening, because I think I told him, "Let's just see what's happening."  

 

So the guy opens the meeting and says he's resigning and he's going to be transferring to 

Berkeley. (Laughs) And everybody's all afraid. So you could-- it's almost like it's from a movie, 

and I'm looking at all these reactions of people that are on just kind of different constituencies 

and different things and how people are taken aback. In a way it's in disarray because actually I 

hadn't been following it, but I kind of heard things. His fraternity brother had turned on him, had 

got turned on by all the Movements, actually had gone to Chicago and got his head beaten in at 



the Democratic Convention, but he'd got (unclear) with, I guess, the demonstration and maybe 

even my resigning. But anyway, I saw what was going on, so I-- turning around, and it's kind of 

above-it-all kind of thing. I say to Ramses, says, "Looking at the situation, I could run for that 

office and win it." I just had one quarter really that I needed to get the units I need, but I just 

happened to say that because he would have been telling me all these stories about the farm 

workers or this or that. So, "Oh, well, let's talk about it." So then everything's just in disarray. So 

we leave and go and then we're talking that night and, I don't know, maybe we're having some 

wine or we're smoking a joint and talking about all kinds of things, but then on that. One of the 

things Ramses said, and I came away with this memory-- he has a different one-- but that he 

said-- but he definitely-- because he had the thing that I wanted to run. He said that it would be 

meaningful to the community to have a Chicano like me elected student body president at 

UCLA.  

 

So I said, "Well, if that's the case, then I guess I should do it," and it was a decision because I 

was going to have to stay there a couple of extra quarters. So I decided to do it. Now, Ramses 

was a hell of an organizer and he still is in some ways. Yeah, he still is. So what we'd do-- now, 

he also wanted to start this farm worker thing. So there was a big Safeway just right next to 

getting out of the campus going towards Wilshire, and so we start a picket line at the Safeway, 

and he starts organizing this sorority or the sororities will do this week, and this kind of groups 

will do this, and this project will do this and these different days of the week. Then as the leaders 

came and the people from those groups came and the regulars, he said, "Well, Rosalio," or Ros, 

"mostly it's going to be running Rosalio, he's going to be on the ballot for president. We'd like 

you to support him." "Yeah, okay." So we started building the campaign right on the boycott 

picket line and we started building the campaign. Then the guy that had taken over for me as the 

educational policy commissioner-- that's the office I had run for before-- he really liked me and 

he came on real-- he did a lot of the-- he was much more organized, really very rabbinical-

looking guy, but he handled the other part of the campaign. He also had run campaigns, he said, 

like out in the science, the south part of the campus, says, "That's where you put the sorority girls 

because those guys, they see those girls, and that really gets them," all the nerds or whatever. He 

knew some of those kinds of things, and very organized and very cynical and all that, but also 

he's a very highly principled guy if you're going to go do that job and you do that.  

 

Then Ramses, Ramses made a real beautiful poster, kind of like a mural, but actually like an 

Aztec or whatever, a wall, and then "Muñoz" and all that, and somebody knocked it down. I still 

halfway suspect Ramses might have done it, but he says no and he's a very truthful guy, so I have 

to believe him.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why would he knock down his own poster?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, after that he started telling everybody, "Look what they did," and he just turned it around 

and he went to groups, and they were having some kind of Jewish big thing because this was 

after the '67 War, and things were moving in that direction. The Jewish community was getting 

more active and maybe not as progressive as it had been before, but that's a whole other thing. So 

he went and spoke and said, "Well, we're together, we're Chicanos," and all this. Then the 

Greeks, they had their candidate, who actually was a junior college transfer, but he'd been there a 

year or more. But they started, "Well, Ros, he's a pretty good guy, but his friends in UMAS-- ." 

They were doing all this kind of stuff, and Ramses and others would counter them. I completely 

suppressed this, but when we went to UMAS actually for an endorsement early on, they decided 

not to support.  

 

 
02:23:10 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. This friend I have, who was one of the High Potential students, we had met him and we 

got him on the picket line and all of this kind of thing. There were some of these guys in the 

High Potential, but they got together, says, "That's bullshit. This guy's all right, and why not have 

a Chicano?" So they started planning their own (unclear) and got into the campaign and they got 

campaign-- anyway, I don't know what the thinking was.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You don't remember their argument?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, they probably didn't argue in front of me, but I don't remember. Miguel says he thought 

that they were worried about what the white people would think. Maybe they thought I couldn't 

win or maybe they thought-- I don't know. I know--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Who would know that? (Unclear) was in UMAS at that time, wasn't he?  

 

 
02:24:57 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, but I don't know if he was at that meeting because then he was married or they were living 

together. I don't know if they were quite married at that time, and he was doing his studies and 

stuff. Miguel told me this story at a party at my brother's house right after the Obama election. 

He told me that, and Moctezuma was there, and so I said, "Well, Miguel was telling me, but I 

forgot all about this." Moctezuma, it looked like he was kind of embarrassed or he just didn't 

want to talk about it, and walked away.  

 

I don't know. I guess it's just a fact that they didn't, but by the time the campaign came to an end, 

I think people were fully onboard because the issue had come-- because there was a runoff, too, 

but the issue then came down that the frats were attacking me on the Chicano issue and on the 

Phi Psi issue and all of these things, and that I was anti-Greek and UMAS was anti-Greek and all 

of this, so there was right-wing stuff and then there was kind of conservative sense of self-

interest, what would I do and all of that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, I need to stop it now, so I think we'll pick up on that next time, the idea of how you had to 

defend yourself. Then you start off being one of the group as far as you're in the Council and 

you're not in an ethnic-oriented group, and then you become an outsider, essentially, with this 

campaign from the perspective of the Greeks and some of the--  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Some of the other people, yeah, from some of the other-- yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to stop it now. (End of March 18, 2011 interview)  

SESSION SIX (03-25-2011) 

 

 
00:00:54 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino. I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz in the offices of the Mexican 

Cultural Institute, and today is March 25th, 2011. Last time we finished off, we were talking 

about your election as student body president of UCLA, and you mentioned that one of your 

biggest opponents were the fraternities, or the Greeks, and that they challenged you on the fact 

that you were involved in Chicano causes or Chicano issues or that you were going to advocate 

for the Chicano. But I want to step back a little bit and look at the transition of your identity as 

Mexican American or American to Chicano. Do you remember when you embraced that term, 

when you decided to call yourself that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, I think the term started being used more and more in '67, '68, and I like that term, 

because going back to my years in Lincoln Heights, that's kind of what I wanted to be, but we 

moved to Highland Park. So I think I mentioned to you that I was there at Burbank Junior High 

School and I was wearing khakis and a plaid shirt and black shoes that I tried to shine up real 

good, didn't know how to do a spit shine that good, but I was a well-dressed Chicano kid. My 

brother would go to school at Nightingale. So I had these two friends, Les Linton and Bill 

Charnley, and we were the guys that really liked sports and stuff that were in the higher track 



that they had. So I remember I think we were at Les' locker and I say, "Hey, you guys, how do 

you like what I got on?" And they-- it was nothing. It was kind of maybe even a little silly to 

them or whatever. I don't know. I didn't feel like that-- that wasn't something that was "in" with 

them. So then I just sharply remember that. I didn't get-- I don't know. I don't know whether I 

was hurt or whatever, but it just was not the thing. So then that became less and less of a-- I think 

I still dressed a certain degree that way.  

 

 
00:03:01 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, you're talking about an attire that, to me, in my mind-- and you can correct me if I'm 

understanding it not how it was in your time, but growing up in Highland Park myself, that attire 

would have been associated with the Cholos, not the Chicanos. Was there a difference between 

kind of the Pachuco Cholo attire versus-- ?  

 

 
00:04:30 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it wasn't just the guys in gangs that dressed like that. I was just reading the oral history of 

Sal Castro the other night, and that was kind of what was being worn that he wore, but he really 

wasn't a Cholo or a Pachuco either. So I guess there might have been gradations, but that's where 

my brother was at. You could see a difference in how my brother wore his clothes and how my 

cousin Felix Gutierrez wore his clothes. It was a different orientation, kind of, with how our 

fathers might have looked at things or identified, because my dad was an immigrant and my 

Uncle Felix was not, or whatever, but you could see that, you know, and I had that. So there was 

more of that kind of an identity. But then when I'm at Burbank, that didn't fly, and it wasn't there 

in my classes and whatever at that point. So I had identified that way in many ways. That was 

like the "little rascal" thing or the thing in our neighborhoods. So that was always kind of part of 

my junior high experience. I didn't have that. So then that got kind of covered over to a degree, 

but that was always kind of part of me.  

 

So that way I did identify-- that didn't bother me, the term "Chicano," at all. I know I remember 

my aunts would call themselves, "We're Americans in Tucson of Mexican decent." Well, in 

many ways, they go back to 1788. So, in a way, it's a different understanding that so many 

(unclear). But anyway, that's--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Did you use the term "Chicano" back then, or was it "Mexican"? How did you identify yourself?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, I don't know if I even did identify myself. To myself?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

No. What would you say? Like, for example, would you consider yourself Mexican, American, 

Chicano, Cholo, human?  

 

 
00:07:34 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, the only time that that was raised, I think that-- I remember I think I related that people 

would come up to me and ask me if I was from India, and I'd say, "No, I'm from here. I was born 

in Flagstaff." So I don't know if I would say I grew up in East L.A., because that wasn't part of 

the kind of identity, but I grew up in Lincoln Heights and Highland Park. So I don't know how I 

would respond to that. I guess in the language that Sal Castro uses, as far as ethnicity-conscious, 

I didn't think ideologically that way, but I just in many ways was. So I hadn't thought that 

through in that sense. So it wasn't a matter of not identifying that way. I mean, being Mexican 

was part of the whole thing. I spent a whole year of my life traveling all around Mexico, you 

know. So I don't know how better to respond on that. So I didn't have a problem with that. So as 

running for president, though, I identified fully with the Student Movement, so as an active 

student, I was just talking from that point of view and assuming I was being looked at as with 

anybody else. Now, how people perceived that was another thing, and the constituency that 

generally related to me, which was a lot of the Jewish or others, is there tended-- there was a 

Youth Movement and a Counterculture Movement. At UCLA, the youth part of it was, and the 

counterculture was maybe not as much as might have been at San Francisco State or Berkeley or 

some of the state colleges, as far as that goes, in the same way.  

 

But people who said they did see Mexican Americans to a certain degree as subject to 

discrimination and some levels of inequality, but that's not how I was projecting or what I was 

talking about, although I was talking about a value system of a more democratic, more human-

related social arrangements on the campus in particular, and I held to that. That's what I was 



working on and so that's where I spoke from. I wasn't projecting or representative of or studied 

up that much on other aspects.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But you did mention last time that one of your first campaign actions was to go to the 

supermarket and talk about the UFW boycott.  

 

 
00:09:2000:12:4800:14:48 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, but when I ran for president. Well, now to go back-- well, you had asked me, "Well, did 

you identify as Chicano?" And once it started to be using, as for me or whatever, I guess it was 

around '67, '68. Sixty-seven, it started being used and coming around, and probably my older 

brother used it, and then I heard it at different meeting, then, yeah, that's fine. I hadn't fully 

gotten into calling myself Mexican American, and then when the movement started going, that 

was fine, but then "Chicano" came up very quickly soon after.  

 

I had a friend that I think you know, Phil Castruita. He talks about that, but I was just beginning 

to be Mexican American, so I didn't-- going over to "Chicano" was easy. Well, it was the same 

thing for me maybe a year or so after Phil went through it. So that was that part. But I think 

where it really happened was when Tijerina spoke at the Grand Ballroom in that symposium and 

in that conversation, so if there's one point where there really was a qualitative kind of a change 

in me, then I could say right there I began changing. And then it didn't hurt that a week later or a 

week and a half later, there were the walkouts that happened and the Kennedy campaign and the 

growth of the boycott at that point started really strong, that all of those things, it just all fell into 

place, but kind of starting that string of things was that experience of the Tijerina speech. So then 

now everything else fell into place, and then here I am, you know, being kind of the chair of 

these discussions of faculty, administration, and whatever around-- we didn't call it that then-- 

affirmative action, especially in admissions and having all those things. So then I began 

identifying. So I decided to run as Rosalio Muñoz. But, you know, I look back, and when I 

started, I think I wanted myself, with the graduation from the sixth grade, from elementary 

school, I think I wanted Rosalio, and when I graduated from junior high, I had Rosalio, and from 

Franklin, it was Rosalio. So I'd been using it in other kinds of things, but when it was formal 

things, that's my name, and that's what it's going to be. So it wasn't a total kind of a change. It 

was just I said, "Okay, that's how I want to be known." Because the Chicano thing, indeed, is 

part of my agenda, political agenda. It's part of how I'm going to be representing UCLA, among 

all kinds of other things, identifying with the counterculture, identifying with the whole kind of 

Student Movement and Civil Rights Movement. Because in the statement-- I'll have to find it for 

you-- but where you wrote a statement for the student government, I start, mention Gandhi and 



Cesar Chavez and different other things. "Fuck the System" was right there, and they printed it, 

and that, in part, went back to my friend Neil Riechline that had been thrown out for putting the 

"Fuck Hate" sign of this kind of counterculture person earlier. I think I mentioned it earlier. So it 

was kind of putting on a protest to what happened to Neil.  

 

So that was in that statement that I had, and I quoted a song of Aretha Franklin's in that 

statement, "Think. Think what they're trying to do to us." Here they're making us-- they have the-

- what was it? I have to look at it, but in loco parentis of somebody's kids and somebody else's 

kids, I remember saying. So that whole kind of a statement was how I was projecting myself. 

But, you know, people still looked at me as Ross. Hey, my mom called me Ross except at very 

key points, just like with my dad. But when I ran, that was a definite part of also the campaign. It 

was the-- what do they call it? It was the reaction to the reaction. What do they-- I'm losing my-- 

I'll come back to that word, maybe. So anyway, in the election, the primary, there was a field of 

seven people, so all the different people that were on the Student Council and all of that. And I 

should make clear that there was an undergraduate-- this was the undergraduate students, which 

might have been 18, 20,000, and grad students had their own president, but the election, I think, 

happened at the same time. So I came out with, like, 47, 48 percent. I just needed a couple of 

hundred more votes and would have just taken it. So it was an overwhelming show of strength 

that we had there.  

 

Then the second-place guy was the fraternity guy, so, you know, they didn't do all that well, 

although some of the other candidates were probably in fraternities, but that wasn't their claim to 

fame and they weren't (unclear), but this guy was their guy. So, in the course of those things, 

they would say-- generally, I think their approach was Ross Muñoz is okay, but it's his friends in 

UMAS that he said is going to be the problem, and that (unclear), so things that are our things, 

his priorities will not be our stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why do you think they perceived them as a threat but not you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there was some real reality to that, you know, that the student budget was, to a large 

degree, going to very Greek-related things and a very athletic department as kind of adjuncts in 

certain ways, that these groups did things for the athletic department, and so just like in some 

ways there's a lot of things in government that support the military-industrial complex. But it's 



really a different thing, but there's some similarity, the more traditional, the more elitist, really, 

thing, so that that wasn't my orientation at all.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, I'm trying to get at the idea that they said you're okay, but your friends are not okay. Why 

did they see them as a threat but they didn't see you as a threat?  

 

 
00:17:4700:18:5900:21:58 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I had a tremendous track record. The things that I had been working , the things that I had 

actually been doing was what everybody that was campaigning saying they were for, okay, so 

that everybody kind of-- my program, which I'd been working on, actually, in helping create or 

support and develop issues and programs that everybody said, yeah, we need that. And it wasn't 

the Mario Savio things. Maybe it's the more reformed things, like the-- was it SDS that was kind 

of-- they're now Maoists that are-- they were going to run a candidate that, oh, Muñoz represents 

more-- actually, Laura Ho, I think, was the name of their-- but eventually (unclear) didn't run, 

said, well, he's going to do the Franklin Delano, FDR kind of stuff, and they were putting out 

their kind of line, but then they decided not to run, that the issue of minority representation was 

very important.  

 

And I guess maybe even the other fraternities might have been responding, but those issues 

didn't come out until, like, the last week or in between in the runoff came out very sharply, and 

then there were back-and-forths in it. And my approach was that, oh, well, the candidate, Rich 

Morrissey, I'm sure he wasn't involved in that. I don't know whether he was or not, but it was that 

kind of approach. And, no, I'm not against him; I'm for things that are going to help all of the 

students. I didn't say I'm going to support all their programs. I said, "What I'm supporting is for 

their benefit like everybody else's." And I think the Daily Bruin had it that they set it up in a kind 

of way that had made it look like I was under attack, but I was cool and calm. I wasn't getting 

upset. It was these guys that were getting emotional and irrational and all of that, and I think that, 

to a degree, helped, but he did, you know. I still probably got over 60-some percent of the vote in 

the final thing, but he picked up a lot of votes as well, but I think it was a pretty a high vote, 

pretty high turnout.  

 

Oh, backlash. They used a backlash against things in the first election, but in this one it was the 

backlash to the backlash. That was not what they wanted. I think that just, of course, people 

hadn't fully absorbed, I think, the killing of King. There was a lot of riots and stuff that happened 

all over the country. Then, though, with the death of Bobby Kennedy, I think, too, the whole 

graveness of that situation probably affected-- you know, just the whole movement that was 



happening there, and I think the emergence that we got attacked, the indictment of the Thirteen 

and then the struggle against it, so that people were becoming more and more aware over those 

periods of time that there was a Mexican American community and that it was moving and there 

was change happening. And the walkouts, I think, probably had a positive impact on people's 

image of that. So that should be reflected in what the university is all about. I think there was that 

awareness. So there was a big vote, and I won by a substantial lead with a kind of a mandate. So 

that whole election experience, I think, was also a good campus-wide experience, because you 

eventually had to say we've got to make these changes on the university, and those changes are 

made. Sal Castro points out, like, in 1967 maybe there was 100 Mexican Americans at UCLA, 

but in 1969 there was like 1,200 or something, you know, just a tremendous leap, and that that 

had to be done. There was a cartoon-- I don't know if I mentioned it earlier; I might have-- that 

the first week that the paper came out, that the Daily Bruin came out, there were people walking 

through-- I think it's, like, Royce Hall, it looks like. You have the columns and all of that, and 

there's a column there and there's these two or three Mexican American young women walking 

by, and then there's a couple others. "You've got to be careful what you say about their flag. 

There's a lot more of them now." Very positive, though. That was a very positive comment on 

what there was going on before.  

 

So that change in consciousness, and that was really a comment on how out of step this fraternity 

incident back in May before was with where the real reality of how society should move, how 

the campus should move. So, in a way, I think back on it and it was really a nice thing to have 

happen at UCLA, regardless of who was the president, but it was me and I think I did that part 

pretty well.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember when you found out, the moment that you found out you had won?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I had assumed that we were, so I don't really remember that, and it was right at-- well, 

anyway, yeah, I don't really remember that. I was very well pleased with, of course, the results.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Well, how did you feel? Can you articulate those emotions?  

 

 
00:25:00 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I really don't recall, but I imagine I felt like, "Now there's some work to do. I've got to do 

that, fulfill that office." And that quickly became a problem in the sense that when the guy that 

had to leave got elected, it was on this Greek power was that the emergent thing that they got 

their momentum from. So the majority of people elected tended to be the Greek-oriented people, 

and so how do you deal with that? Then when I come and sit down and look at what monies were 

left, there was only-- I think it was like 125-, 150,000-dollar budget, and all but about 17,000 

was already was basically allocated. But it turned out, see, that to spend that money-- and, 

actually, other monies that were part of ASUCLA, the Associated Students, which was kind of a 

corporation, it was under the auspices of the university, and actually they always would remind 

us, especially in those times, that the student government was-- and the quote is "a creature and 

instrumentality of the state," meaning the State of California, but there's also the state in terms of 

Lenin's State and Revolution, you know. So that people that were hired for all different kinds of 

things within the student activities, and some of that was going into that, and in the bookstore.  

 

So there were a lot of people that had stipends, like I had a stipend, and those checks had to be 

signed by somebody on what they called the Board of Control, and so I was supposed to sign all 

those checks. But I said, "If I can't veto or have the power that I should, since I wasn't here when 

they passed them, if I can't do that, then how can I sign the checks of anybody?" (LAUGHS) 

Because they actually wanted to try to impeach me. There were some motions and all of that 

when I started vetoing the Bruin Bells and the Southport Sweethearts for $5,000 for this banquet 

and this event and this and this. So that's what began to happen right away.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, this is going to go on to a really interesting discussion, but I want to just ask you one 

question about winning the election, and that is, what did your parents say when you told them?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 



You know, I don't remember. I was there living on campus and all of that. That's kind of strange, 

huh?  

 

 
00:26:24 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did they have any comment about you running?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I don't think-- I don't recall. I think they were probably pleased with it, you know, but I 

think-- I don't know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about the larger community? Obviously you had the support of the Chicano community at 

UCLA.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But what about the larger Chicano community? Did you have support of-- ?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you know, I was very campus oriented, so I wasn't going to UMAS and (unclear) meetings 

or even oriented that way in going into other things. But there were articles in the paper and 

articles in other things. I don't know if it was covered in La Raza. I was disappointed, I think. I 

don't think it was, that things didn't come out in those places. But really in the end, when I was 

most-- because I've got to go in and now I have this office, and it was nice to have this really 

plush office. God, you had your own thing, and there's all these pictures of the former student 

body presidents, and you've got your own secretary-- my god-- and all of those kinds of things. 

But there's a budget, so where are you going to have to do with, and there were people that had 

programs that were reaching out to have outreach of the university in the black community, in 

the Latino community, activism in the Peace Movement, and there were all these kinds of things, 

which were my constituency, were the ethos that I was representing and I felt I've got to support 

those things. I've got to help those things move. So that was where my head was at, at that 

particular point, and then how do you go about doing these things?  

 

But the thing I think to also remember at that point was the number-one thing, and these are the 

Chicanos at UCLA, was the high-potential program and other attempts to bring more students on 

to campus, and the student government was not the vehicle that did that. That was what they had 

in Campbell Hall, so to speak, and so that's where that whole focus really was, and I was in the 

thing, well, what's the whole student kind of thing? A little bit later, the fellow that was kind of a 

co-campaign manager, Larry Weinstein, and had taken over the Office of Educational Policy 

Commission, on which I had been before, he was much more of an administrator, you know, and 

I was more of an initiator and spokesperson and relating with the different groups, and he was 

good at that, but he was just very well organized. Anyway, they did a kind of a survey election-- 

it was actually an election that was done later on in the years, and we got money for and all of 

that, and some students-- like there was a big vote not to have finals on Saturday, and that was 

representing the Jewish students, and that was a big vote. One of the things I didn't like about 

that particular thing was there was a vote we shouldn't have a language requirement, and I said, 

"Oh, my god." Another thing that was voted there that was really wonderful was that the students 

voted to assess themselves extra monies for kind of orientation and special counseling things for 

low-income minority students, in other words, an affirmation of affirmative action on the 

council, and I think that's just-- you know, my election was part of that, but this vote that came 

out and all, despite the language thing, which wasn't any reaction to Spanish. It was to German 

and French, which they were pushing, you know. But that was quite a thing there.  

 

But that's the kind of thing that the Student Council could do and the student government could 

do, but not in the terms of the millions and millions of dollars you needed to really institute 

bringing in a whole thousand more Latinos. (Unclear) right on the spot. So that wasn't really, I 

think, where the minds of people were. But I think-- and this is coming later. What did my-- 

because how much benefit was it going to give to somebody in East L.A.? But it gave, I think, 

people-- well, you could be proud. There's all kinds of people that were proud, I found out really 

much later, but I think in some ways people were astonished that a Mexican could win an 

election like that, and the fact that I ran as Rosalio and as a progressive and identifying as a 

Chicano, even more, and so in a way it was that white people could vote. Now, after that, 



Nixon's southern strategy and all these other things, the attacks on affirmative action and other 

things that came up to try to undermine a lot-- the whole progressive stuff that had been coming 

on since the New Deal and the Civil Rights Movement, that to come and oppose that, but to 

show that, no, that the mentality was so strong for those progressive kind of changes, it was 

really something.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You're saying that it was a multiethnic group that elected you and a multiethnic consciousness?  

 

 
00:33:46 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I'd have to count it, but maybe my vote over the other guy was seven or eight hundred, 

okay? Well, there were less than seven or eight hundred black and Chicano students on the 

campus at UCLA and that's counting grad students who couldn't vote in that anyway. So I got 

elected essentially by white students, a lot of them Jewish, okay, but white students, not to say 

that the other guy didn't have a good number of votes, but I think that that thing hit, and probably 

people like Antonio Villaraigosa and others who went to UCLA on the programs that I helped 

work with the others to put through.  

 

So I think that was a-- unfortunately, we didn't have a full chance to do all of that kind of a thing, 

but it was part of my experience and other people's experience, I think, so I'm very proud of that. 

Now, I didn't fully realize, but that's why I did it, and Ramses said, "Hey, that would be 

important to have a Mexican American, a Chicano elected, either way, as president of UCLA." 

Just that fact was important and the fact that there were all the other things that were part of the 

campaign, and what I did was important on that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How much time did you spend then once you-- when I changed the direction a little bit, you were 

going to talk about the attempt to impeach you and the challenges to your position because you 

were vetoing some of these-- ?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, yeah, they had some hearings and I gave my position, but the administration 

assigned some guy who was a law student to come and be like my advocate, which was okay. I 

didn't say, "Go away," but I said, "I don't need that," in a sense. "Okay, if we need the legal 

people, stuff, but I think it's in my rights, what I'm doing, and it's what I'm going to do." Because 

the administrations (unclear).  

 

Actually, it was cool, because I think they'd been embarrassed by that whole Phi Psi fraternity 

incident. It smeared the name of UCLA, which was and becoming even more an international, 

intellectual, academic institution, not just state or national. It was international. The university 

saw they didn't want-- they didn't see me as that much of a threat. In fact, it was part of the 

challenge and, if anything, even maybe what some of my excesses. I wouldn't want my mother to 

read my campaign statement. But they didn't see me as that big of a problem, but maybe in some 

ways a poster boy for things that were also on their agenda or a consensus of what they had to do 

in terms of relating to the urban situation in the U.S. at that time. So anyway, I don't know. So 

that helped in that kind of a thing, so they pulled back.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What were your biggest challenges then as president?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, to get a consensus for some of the more positive programs that-- because everybody was-- 

there was an "I'll scratch your back if you scratch mine" on the different projects, who can get a 

vote for whatever money was there, and to a certain degree, I didn't want to say no to everything 

or this or that and wanted to have some things. I remember for just different kinds of projects I 

wanted to have some funds, so eventually I had to tell the more liberal ones that were not elected 

from this, it was that "Say, you guys, I need to be backed up. You guys want to get this, that, and 

the other, but I've done things that made it possible because we got more money." Well, actually, 

I have to tell this story, that during the controversy I got a call from the chancellor, Chuck 

Young, and he says, "Rosalio, I'm over here. I want to know what's going on. I've got all these 

girls-- ,"-- I don't know, women or whatever, he probably said "girls,"-- "over here crying about 

all these budgets and all of this, that, and the other." I said, "Well, I ran on this kind of thing, and 

there's no money here and there's nothing. I can't work on the program I got elected to and I've 

got to look at how to get things together."  



 

He says, "Well, we'll get you a hand on some of that." So there was some other monies and this 

kind of thing and that. I remember when I left office, one of the vice chancellors, who was one of 

their new additions, her name was Rosemary Parks, and I remember at the end I was finishing 

my term she says, "Well, you got some money and you did well with it," so that was good. But I 

didn't really want to be president and to finish out that role. There were some things I enjoyed 

doing, but it was-- I wanted to represent that kind of thing, but I wasn't equipped to be leading all 

those kinds of things, so I did not enjoy being president. I didn't enjoy being president and 

dealing with all those squabbles and dealing with all of those kinds of things, but I went ahead 

and did it, but I did get depressed during some of it. In January there was the shooting of Black 

Panthers by these other people that were killed. I happened to be in an UMAS meeting in the 

Campbell Hall, maybe like where the restrooms are in here, two or three rooms down, and we're 

there in Campbell Hall on the first floor and so out the windows we went. We weren't going to 

go in the halls because you knew that there were people carrying that had guns and rifles and 

stuff around the building, so you weren't going to go out into the hall. You went out the window.  

 

But how to respond and make a thing-- I remember somebody asked me, "Well, you didn't say 

anything about that." Well, I didn't know what the whole conflict was about. I wasn't privy to it. I 

wasn't into that politics, so what could I say to get into it? So that was on that, and I think there 

was even an article in the Bruin that you didn't hear me on a whole lot of different issues. But I 

was doing actually a lot of what-- this is what I know how to do, these are the issues that I know, 

and this is what I'm going to go out and do, so that's what it was. One of the first things that 

happened as student body president, very soon after I got elected there was an initiative by then 

Senator McGovern to get the student body presidents across the nation to send an open letter to 

Nixon, who had just gotten elected, so I signed on, that we were not going to serve in the 

Vietnam War, basically. In a kind of way it was like if we're drafted, we won't go, but it didn't 

quite say that, but that was, I think, one of the implications. I said, "Well, then I'm for that," so I 

signed it. So right then and there, as a public person and as an individual person, I had committed 

myself to not be in that war. When I was presented with it, I looked at it, well, that's what it 

means, so, yeah, that's what I do and I'm representing too, and so I did. But I took that very 

seriously. It's not something that-- I don't think it was printed later and I didn't go and-- now I 

might do it now that I've been working on the peace issue or other issues and campaigning on 

national issues, but I wasn't quite there yet. I would have said, "Make sure the Daily Bruin has 

that Muñoz comes out and says this and that and the other," when it became public and done all 

that. I didn't know how to do that.  

 

 
00:43:15 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, what happened to Ramses Noriega?  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, Ramses was finishing his master's degree program and he had been spending a lot of time 

in UMAS on other things. Actually, the summer of '68, he had been working with the farm 

workers as a staff person and went to do the boycott in Pittsburgh.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So he wasn't around to help you do some of those things.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, he wasn't around. He said, like, "Rosalio, I have to go do that kind of-- ." He was a 

graduate student. He wasn't an undergraduate kind of thing. In another kind of-- I had a-- one of 

the things that happened was that-- one of my things was to disarm the Unicops (phonetic), and 

the evening of the election of Nixon there were people watching the election results in the 

Student Union, because some people got pissed off or got upset that Nixon won, and with long 

hair, this and that. Apparently, the cops came in and then they beat up one of the guys. My 

roommate, a former roommate who had been on the football team and all of that, had seen it, and 

so that was going to be the first thing that I-- an African American, Al Griffin. So I'd set up to 

have a meeting that we would sit down with the administrators and this and that to deal with that. 

So I got into the meeting, and my friend doesn't show up. Turns out at the same time he had been 

called to go for an interview somewhere else on campus for a Rhodes scholarship, which he 

eventually got. I don't know if it was just chance that it was exactly the same time or that he 

didn't tell me that he wasn't going to be there or either or both or a combination. So I'm sitting 

there almost like with egg in my face, so I didn't have the ammunition I felt I needed to do that.  

 

The main reason that I was given-- and, again, I should have pushed more, I think, in a way, was 

that when the LAPD would be patrolling outside the campus, but sometimes they would have to 

go to their next place, they'd go through the campus. So when that happened and they saw the 

Unicops, they kind of laughed at them, that oh, you're just-- because the cops are really-- I 

learned more here later and stuff when we were protesting police brutality and I got taught a little 

bit of how that one-upsmanship is just really the game of law enforcement. So these guys, if they 

didn't even have guns, I guess they would be out there naked in terms of being cops. Anyway, so 

there were those kinds of things that I didn't get done, but there were a number of other things 

that the student government did and they were initiatives of other people, but they were the good 

initiatives within what was being done, so I strongly supported it. Like I mentioned, this vote on 

affirmative action, and then there were decisions for the student government and with other parts 



of the administration to have the freshman orientation on a very large scale and other similar 

kinds of programs that were initiated by a guy that in a couple years became the student body 

president. Then on the speakers' program I pushed real hard to make sure-- and that we had Saul 

Alinsky come, because it seemed to me he was the white guy that was mobilizing whites on 

issues of the poor. I think it turned out, when I actually looked at it, that he spoke three times that 

year, before I was elected and then twice when I was there. I don't know. So he was already 

there.  

 

So there were different other kinds of things, and the cultural commissioners got some Latino art 

and music and stuff into one or two of the programs. He did it on his own, but he wanted to make 

sure I knew so that we could use some of the extra funds that would go to what they were doing, 

so those kinds of things that I was able to do. But that wasn't where I was that much interested, 

and actually, like writing my paper on, like, the second part of it, my history paper was really an 

experience because I had to go out and look at what some of the original sources, and so I got in-

- I don't know if I fully told this story of the La Follette hearings, which happened, I think, in '39 

and '40 or whatever. That it was an effort of the progressive side of Congress that the Dies 

Committee and the other kind of precursors of McCarthyism at that time were going full tilt 

against Roosevelt himself around the Supreme Court, and who knows, every kind of issue. So 

this was kind of the counter-congressional thing to start bringing out the anti-labor viciousness of 

the right wing in the country and, at the depth of it, in local government, police and all these 

other things all around the country. So getting into that and reading about what was happening 

and then trying-- I really wanted-- I wasn't able really to do it at that point, but to find, to try to 

find the Chicanos that were involved in this lettuce strike in the Imperial Valley that took place, I 

guess '33, '34, and looking at what was happening there and then finding out particularly one 

incident that happened in that whole struggle. In Brawley there was, I think, the Juarez Center 

Building. This is probably a small thing, maybe not about as big as these rooms right here, 

maybe 30-by-100 or whatever, some hall where they had little dances and stuff for the 

community. Somebody threw in a bomb, smokes bombs or it may have been an actual bomb. I 

don't think anybody was killed, but there were people beaten and injuries and a frightening kind 

of thing. So a young, at that time, lawyer, Abraham Lincoln Wirin, A.L. Wirin, who later, or 

probably at that time, but later became very a well-known Los Angeles civil rights figure with 

the ACLU, he went out to investigate. Somewhere around the Salton Sea he was stopped, and 

these guys that said they were L.A. Times reporters, who actually were undercover LAPD who 

pantsed him, beat him up and pantsed him and left him there to fend for whatever.  

 

Then I become aware the L.A. Times owned all kinds of agricultural land all throughout 

California, but also all throughout Mexico, million acres or so each place. Then I said, "Wow." 

Then the LAPD had no jurisdiction out there, and so how these institutions went out to smash 

labor, went out to smash Chicano, Mexicans fighting for their cause, how this Communist Party 

was involved, and they were the ones that were out there doing that and other strikes, such as 

outside of Fresno, the big 1934 strike where people were killed, or the berry strike in El Monte 

that Ron Lopez was covering, and different other things and other people. Because they were 

working-- Juan Gomez and Devra Weber and other people were trying to write up all these 

things, so they'd ask, "Why don't you look into that to start doing something there?" So, seeing 

that, what I saw, I had been learning about dealing with this institution of the university in first 

how to relate in it and how it existed with all these different interests and then how to try to 



change it, both in terms of relations to students and then to the minority community.  

 

I had another paper that I never finished that I was going to write on my own on the whole 

process of the affirmative-action things, but what I found there was I really couldn't really sum 

the whole thing up because I was just someone who came in and I had a little bit of what was 

inside, but I didn't have that much knowledge of it. I knew a lot of the characters involved and 

the faculty and, of course, the students and the administration, and I had the people skills and 

group dynamic skills to move it forward and to advocate for what UMAS wanted, but to really 

fully know all the different things, there was an agenda that was there. There was monies that 

were there from the (unclear) or whatever, and other people knew more about what was 

happening. So I wasn't able to really write that up in the way that I wanted or give a definition to 

that I knew more, but this other-- in the way that I could begin understanding how society was 

really working on that. Now, some of my experiences in the university taught me how to 

appreciate that and to look how institutions and institutional racism and economic elitism and all 

was going on. I got another glimpse, and actually, in a way, it would have been interesting and 

different if I could have applied that back to the university again. My university experience 

opened my looking at that, but then, I think, as things turned out, I was tired of the university.  

 

 
00:54:58 
 

ESPINO: 
 

It was an extra year that you--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It was an extra year, and what was I going to do? I know I took the-- I forget what you even call 

it, but the law school test and passed that and applied to go to UCLA law school, where my 

brother was already. But I didn't want to do that. I didn't quite know what I wanted to do. Oh, 

just one other thing kind of related to that in the time. Just around the time before I was elected 

student body president, I was about to going into that, they had started an affirmative action 

program at the law school, and my older brother was a part of it and a number of other people 

that are now well known. Antonio Rodriguez was another one and then a lot of the friends that 

were lawyers and had worked with my brother: Charles Nabarrete, Tommy Sanchez. Ralph 

Ochoa was, like, the first year, and David Ochoa became figures for-- well, Ralph especially.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Antonia Hernandez?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, no, she was much younger.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Much younger?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Apparently, yeah. She was just probably starting, maybe even a freshman at that time, not on 

High Potential. Because later on when I refused induction, I didn't even know her, but she was 

one of the people that helped do that, organized my first protest at the draft center. So they 

offered me to counsel those people. I thought it was a-- I'm going to counsel my older brother, 

who had introduced me to UCLA and the Chicano Movement and had looked after me as we're 

going into grammar school or this neighborhood or those kinds of things on the playground? 

That just was ridiculous. These other guys had been part of the walkouts, had been part-- and I'm 

going to counsel them? I said, "That's just ridiculous."  

 

But anyway, near the graduation, Ron Lopez said, "Well, I got a job starting the Mexican 

American Studies at Claremont Colleges. Would you like to help me?" Because he was the other 

one on the task forces for affirmative action and he was working on the Center, the Study Center 

proposals. That one, the lead was more with the African American because they had just a lot 

more admissions all around the country. Like, one of the arguments that I remember Ron and I 

met with Young one time and we talked about the different things. Like in terms of the High 

Potential Program, he was not-- he said, "Well, we have the California Master Plan, and the 

junior colleges have this role and the state colleges, and this is our role." Our argument was that, 

well, one of the things that needs to happen with this recruiting is not only to change what's 

happening on the campus but what's happening in the high schools. So we have these counselors 

and principals who are not really that oriented to send that many people to UCLA, the junior 

colleges or to the army or to wherever, and then there's the elements that they just turn off to, and 

that's who we want in this program so that sometime they come back and they have their kids 



that are oriented to their limited system. Then those kids that aren't referred to UCLA and they 

see some guy out of prison or some guy that was in the walkouts or woman that was pregnant, or 

this or that, and they're going to UCLA and they're being counseled to go to East L.A. College or 

Cal State L.A. Then these counselors and other things are going to think, "Well, wait a second. If 

that guy can go, the guys I like or I relate to or like me, then I'm going to try harder to get them 

in," and it can change that. So it's that kind of dynamic that we want.  

 

He said, "Oh, okay." On the study side, he said, "In terms of a department and all of that and 

majors and all of that, we just don't have the faculty that can do that. It's just not there." With that 

we couldn't argue all that much because it's a kind of a quantitative kind of a thing, and the ones 

that might be out there might not be into Chicanismo too. But then the other thing was that from 

what I recall and that, well, you know, at a later time when that's there, then we can go more into 

those things, which twenty years later, there was a big push by the students and others, I got 

involved in and had a certain kind of role. Unfortunately, at that time I also was really battling 

with alcoholism or was still more and more on the losing end at times, but I was able to play a 

role in that, which we'll get to at one point. But just remembering that discussion, well, at that 

time, we forewent that for two reasons. One is there wasn't the numbers as they had argued, but 

the second thing was we needed the numbers on the university so that eventually we could have 

the numbers for the other, you know. So I could testify to that, because Young was still the 

chancellor and all of that. So I remember those discussions that we had at the university I think 

had some impact. Maybe they were already ready to give on those questions, but that was what 

we did and they put that other position out. Maybe if we would have said differently, we would 

have gotten less. Maybe if we would have said something more, we would have gotten more. But 

I think we would have needed more troops, you know. (Laughs) Because what really happened 

out of a lot of those things is the most militant kind of thing was at Northridge and they got the 

biggest programs, but that's for another thing.  

 

 
01:01:50 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you aware of what was happening at Northridge at the time?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I wasn't. I wasn't in. I was there at UCLA, doing things at UCLA, and I hadn't been into 

following all those other things. Now, if I heard some students got on the Academic Senate at 

some other place, then that was where my antennae were. So it wasn't until later I saw this other 

thing. Now, I have to-- I guess I don't think I've given the story of the UC student body 

presidents went to see Ronald Reagan, Governor Reagan at that time.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So this is all within a year that you're talking about.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's a lot.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. So, well, you know, there was a lot of campus demonstrations. I think after I was president 

or something, there was some things, people were throwing rocks. I didn't, but I didn't tell 

anybody to stop. They were having a Board of Regents meeting. It must have been after I was 

president, because I went to some of them. I need to talk about that too. But we went. I guess 

Reagan wanted to have a photo op or something, "I'm talking to the students and here's their 

leaders," and, you know, the real leaders of who were opposing Reagan were the more left that 

weren't necessarily on the Student Councils or anything else. But we didn't care for what he was 

doing about tuition, you know. So we went up there, and the president at Berkeley happened to 

be a guy, Charles Palmer, and actually before I went to Mexico, he was in a younger grade, and 

we both had run for an office in junior high against the third guy who won. But it ended up years 

later he was the president at Wilson and I was the president at Franklin, and we kind of knew 

each other, but we weren't tight at that particular point in time. But come then years later again, 

he's president at Berkeley and I'm president at UCLA. And his mother was Mexicana, a 

Sephardic Jew from Mexico City, I think, and so I think they had some (unclear) maybe had 

been in the Party, I'm not sure.  

 

Anyway, then I knew Charlie afterwards for a little bit. He would have been very involved in the 



National Students Association after the CIA kind of revelations and they were trying to and were 

changing it. So Charlie, it was Berkeley, too, so he was more into the whole political angle of 

things, and I think he was a member of-- I think it was MAS or whatever. It wasn't MEChA at 

Berkeley at that time. So he says to me, "Well, whatever you do, Rosalio, don't get your picture 

taken with Reagan." Okay. Because that's a photo op, Reagan with the student body presidents, 

and you see that in the paper and all that. So I remember going through the halls and, lo and 

behold, just like they say about him, there was big bowls of jelly beans all over the place, or at 

least two or three spots, you know, pretty obvious. It was one of his trademarks. He loved to 

have people-- you know, all-American jelly beans. Anyway, so we go into like this anteroom, 

and there are some photographers there and all of that, so I'm thinking Charlie-- maybe that's 

when he told me, just as we were going in to it. But, anyway, so I'm saying, okay, I'll watch out 

for that. All of a sudden, here's these photographers coming in and then all these aides, and then 

somewhere the door behind me, you know, Reagan comes in, and I'm trying to move off to the 

side. Then somehow or other, it's all coming around towards where I am and some of the other 

students are, and then the photographers come in. It was like a whole orchestrated thing. So then 

I put my finger like this, you know, and they're snapping away and snapping away and snapping 

away, and then they stop snapping, you know. Then some of them are moving off, and I turn 

around-- Charlie was back behind me-- to say, "Hey, you know, we did it." Then some people 

were, click, click, click, you know, and right here. See, here's Charlie and here's Reagan. So I 

think by the time we got out or shortly thereafter, a couple hours later, it was already in the 

newspaper, and I'm looking and smiling at Reagan like this. Anyway, so, you know, wow, this is 

how politics works, you know.  

 

So we go in and we're having the session, and he brings up-- because it had just happened the 

week before or whatever-- and I think it might have even been on the cover, a big article in Time 

magazine or Newsweek or both, which were the big things then, about some African American 

student talking about studies programs, saying, "Oh, we don't need Bach or Beethoven, we don't 

need to learn about that." So that was blown up into a big, you know, how kind of barbaric or 

how backward or whatever this consciousness was that it's totally anti-- you know. You could 

even put in the context, that's already out there. What's learning about W.E.B. Du Bois or 

learning about Richard Wright or learning about whatever, would be what we should be learning. 

That's what we need to find out. But it wasn't placed in that way, and so that's what was 

sensationalized around the country as an attack on ethnic studies, black and Chicano history. So 

he went off on that, to open the discussion.  

 

So I came back, because I had had-- I think I talked to you about my experience in Upward 

Bound and I had these students and I was looking for ways to relate to them, and they were into 

bands, and so I started talking about the Rolling Stones and the Beatles and then how that related 

to Chuck Berry and Bo Diddley, and how that related to the blues and it related to the talking 

blues of Bob Dylan and Woody Guthrie and then Kurt Weill and the writer, the playwright, the 

communist, Brecht, and how that and then going back to other traditions in music till you get to 

Mozart kind of promoting the French Revolution and stuff in some of his operas like Figaro. So I 

got them to listen. I said, "But in order to teach all of this, you're a conservative, you have to start 

at home with what they know," and that's conservative, isn't it? Just as I'm finishing that, though, 

he had some very well-known educational advisor, and this guy-- I'd sung in choirs, and this guy 

came in right on top of my pitch, because I remember we sang some of the Bach cantatas and 



stuff. So you would try to come in as you're through a fugue, you should come on top of the-- 

you know. The sopranos are doing this and else, so you know your tenors come up on top of the 

altos coming down and in the pitch. So, anyway, this guy was just in-- he came in one way and 

another guy, Jesus, this is orchestrated, you know. So the point changed and it just went off into 

some other kind of thing, you know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm not following exactly, because you--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I started making this point countering--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

To Reagan, and in the Reagan meeting.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

-- countering Reagan in the Reagan meeting and--  

 

 
01:10:13 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember what your point was?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My point was just what I said. If you're going to teach people about Bach or Beethoven, you've 

got to start with B.B. King. I didn't use him. I didn't know him at that time. I used what I knew, 

and so I started talking about the Beatles and the this and the Stones and Chuck Berry and Bo 

Diddley, whom I knew, and then I went back to some of the other stuff I had learned from my 

brother and other people. So that was my point, which I don't think Reagan was probably aware 

of half of that stuff anyway. But, anyway, I'm making that point, maybe showing off a little bit, 

but making that point. But as soon as I had that point made, they came in right on top and just 

changed the subject and took it. It was just in how their body language, the pitch of how they 

were, and how they came in. Then it was one guy and then the next guy and the next guy and so 

that got diverted from that question onto this or that or whatever. Somebody else made your 

point. So the point of it wasn't our discussion anyway for them. The point was the photo. 

(Laughs) Charlie had it down pretty good to knowing the--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Despite that, they got the photo anyway.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

And they got the photo anyway. But, see, so the whole thing taught me a whole lot about politics 

that it took me a while to understand. But like later on, in particular in organizing the 

moratorium, and Ramses would say, "This is how you talk to the media," the things he'd learned 

and observed from the farm workers or other things. You always get back to your point and all 

these kind of things, you know, I knew that that's what you had to do. You had to accept a 

persona to do that. It's just like when I ran for president, though, you know, too, maybe. Thinking 

back on it, it could have a been a little more clearer. You accept a persona to reach some political 

goals, and that has its own ramifications in your own life. But if you're going to be effective, you 

have to know that and perform in accord, you know, to be able to do that, especially dealing with 

mass media and all those kinds of things.  

 

 
01:12:39 



 

ESPINO: 
 

So how did you feel that day, coming home, coming back from Sacramento?  

 

 
01:14:52 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't feel too good. Well, I felt good that I'd spoken back to Reagan and I said, "I beat him," 

you know. I'd outdone Reagan, but it wasn't Reagan, it was his whole operation and the people 

behind him and a lot of that were there alongside of him, you know. So I don't think we struck 

gold for the students, but I think probably the whole experience and what the other guy, what we 

were all talking about was a good experience for those for us presidents to be at that. And going 

to the Board of Regents' meetings, I went to several, and you could see there were some real 

right-wingers. Pauley, you know, was a big oil guy, and he was a large man, and he must have 

been in his late seventies or eighties, and he walked around, though, and he must have been on 

all kinds of meds just to function, because he was like a zombie, you know, walking around, and 

probably old and all of that and just so right wing, you know. There was other red-baiters and all 

that, and actually they mentioned-- I didn't know who he was at that time. They mentioned Mike 

Tigar, who was coming on to the law faculty, coming up that time, and they wanted to get rid of 

him, and then in a few months they brought up Angela Davis. I wasn't at those meetings. That 

was right after, a few months later. But there was this big anti-communism theme that was 

coming out. Then I saw the liberals, but they were outnumbered, especially with Reagan's 

people, but then some of the Brown appointees that were big oil or trusts and that-- I forget, one 

of the guys either from one of the big shipping companies and all these things, and Mrs. Hearst 

and Buffy Chandler, Dorothy Chandler, and others. She was not on the right-wing side. There 

were a few liberals. I remember there was a lawyer, and I can't remember, Dutton , I think, and 

others that were liberals. But you could see, though, that the lineup was with Reagan, and so that 

was how those things were going.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What were some of the issues that you witnessed at some of those meetings?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 



Well, there was that anti-communism. I think it was mentioned that we had these students, but 

we did not, that I recall, bring up the issue of having a representative there, or maybe it came up, 

because I went to the ones that were on the campus. I don't think I traveled to other campuses 

where they had this. So I was at two or three of the meetings, and those were the impressions that 

struck me at that time about the Board of Regents. So that to tie a couple of the stories together, 

at the graduation afterwards, I was standing over there by the bookstore, and there were some of 

the other students and stuff, and Dorothy Chandler comes up and says, "Oh, congratulations. It's 

nice to see you, and I'd like you to meet my husband," you know, who was the head of the 

Times. So I shook his hand, looking at him, I say, "Don't buy grapes." That was one of the-- I 

always do a little something when you meet somebody. I was learning, you know, you get in 

your point, you know, kind of thing. So I got in my point. But that going back to the studies I'd 

done and how the Times' role had been in particular and how they must be, and especially him-- 

I mean, it was his son, I guess, at that time was running the Times, not him really. So he was part 

of really-- and the son was doing the more liberal things compared to the reactionary stuff they 

would have been before, and are really moving more and more towards now.  

 

 
01:16:48 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Where did you get the courage to say that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

What did I have to lose? I mean, what's the guy-- I didn't want anything from him, so to speak, 

you know, I mean, he represented to me. Yeah, I was finished with UCLA. I don't know about 

courage. Yeah, actually, you know, I guess I'd gotten some of that from my political involvement 

and Chicanismo or whatever, because I wasn't generally that way, you know. In some ways I 

looked at myself, you know, as kind of in some ways introverted or shy, especially with girls, but 

in other ways or-- I still have a hard time if I go to a funeral, what do you say to someone and all 

of that. But also, you know, I've always liked to speak out like I'd been taught in Sunday school 

and other things, you know, and different things to speak out, and also in a certain sense 

groomed to do some of those things. Then I had my little joking side or that side to me. So those 

are some of those elements. But then I learned that's-- you know, like with Reagan, staging is 

important and timing in terms of politics.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Was there ever anyone who intimidated you during those years?  

 

 
01:19:34 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. You know, I remember Pete Pitchess later on, not in there, and some of the Brown Beret 

types trying to push their way at different times. But I'm trying to think. I don't think, really. 

Well, there was-- I don't know. I think there was some difference between how we were 

operating vis-à-vis the Black Student Union, and I don't know if it was jealousies or whatever, 

and I even forget the particular issue, but Virgil Roberts, who became a very influential attorney 

and all of that and played a very good role in a whole lot of stuff, but he was pushing this, and 

they were putting the onus on me for something, or trying to put me on the defensive, in a 

meeting that there were other UMAS people and Carl Vazquez and others, you know.  

 

Because what I was doing was just doing what I guess UMAS, what was my constituency, and 

was not intended to be counter to another. So it was finally agreed that no one was just-- that's 

water under the bridge one way or the other. It wasn't what we got to do next to get these 

programs going. That's the only other time I can recall. There may have been a lot of others that 

somehow or other you suppress or whatever, but that stand out in my memory, no. So maybe 

that's why I didn't go. So I wasn't used to doing that a whole lot, and I don't know if I'd done a 

whole lot of that before, except maybe, well, in certain public events or whatever, you know, 

you're marching and the cops are coming up, you know. You did this or that or whatever. But 

anyway, that's one of those times that I recall really doing it and enjoying it a whole lot.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, it's really a contrast to what you described as a kid, running away from police officers and 

being afraid of police officers, because now you're not really afraid of anybody, it seems like, as 

far as standing up for what you believe and speaking your mind.  

 

 
01:21:3401:23:49 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Yeah, to a certain degree, but, I mean, I don't know if at some point I was confronted by 

Corky Gonzales or Cesar Chavez or something, I didn't have those kinds of experiences. 

Actually, you know, Ramses could be, and still can be, kind of rough in saying, "Well, what 



about this?" But that was more like training or like, you know, he was giving his-- it was not con 

cariño, you know, in a way towards that kind of a thing.  

 

So, yeah, I think I was pretty well committed of the Movement and I had a role to play in it, and 

that I was wanting to find it. I wasn't sure of what I wanted to do. I knew I didn't want to be in 

the academic world at that point anymore, or at least for the time being. So I decided not to go to 

law school, and I did have in my mind the draft and how I was going to deal with it. So I guess at 

this point I'll go back to a guy who had been in the kind of progressive movements, student 

change, but also antiwar, probably more political guy at that point than I was, Joe Maglish, who 

was a history student, a graduate student, and not drafted. So he asked for a leave on the Ph.D. 

program from the history department and was turned down because he was going to be a resistor, 

more passive resistance. He was going to not really recognize their power kind of thing. And so 

he was denied that and it became a big controversy in the paper and all of that. He was a very 

nice man, still is. We're good friends. I'm a little worried about him now. The last time I saw 

him, he'd lost a lot of weight. But then I have to call him. But, Joe, very sincere person, you 

know. Like right now in Los Angeles if you don't want to pay your taxes because you don't want 

the money to go to war, you talk to Joe Maglish and he can tell you about that. He's the one. And 

a number of issues.  

 

But, anyway, I remember he was doing this, and I was in Murphy Hall, you know, the 

Administration Building, and it was late and dusk, and I think it was before I was kind of student 

body president, because I think it was like May or whatever, you know. So dusk was late, you 

know. But I was in the building, and I see him and he's just standing alone in the halls, and I 

think people had left. The place was really closed. And he was kind of sniffling and kind of sad 

about something. And that's some reason, you know, like I say, I'm shy sometimes, I didn't know 

what, I didn't go up to him. It was like a private moment of his. But it was right at the high point 

and he was going to be going to jail pretty soon. So I looked at that and I said, well, this man, 

you know, this really nice guy, and he's cheerfully-- you know, all of this is happening, he's 

polite and cheerful, upbeat, but he really is hurting, too, and not showing it. I said, god, that's real 

courage. That really, really moved me about that, you know. Like I'd already said I was against 

the war, it just kind of deepened that. I always feel a special thing. He remembers me earlier, 

earlier than I remember being committed to the Movement, when I was being, "Why are you 

doing all?" He said that I had at some meeting or something said, "Well, I have to do this in 

order to-- because of what we have to do in the community." He said, "You inspired me." He 

was a graduate student, and that was just when I was probably just starting out in some of the 

activism on campus. So I would think of that, oh, wow, I was more into it then than I thought.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that uncommon, that kind of courage that moved you so much?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Huh?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was it uncommon to see that kind of courage that kind of resistance?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In terms of the draft, yeah.  

 

 
01:26:05 
 

ESPINO: 
 

In terms of any, any issue, you know, that line that you draw when you risk going to jail or like 

the Civil Rights Movement, you have people who were--  

 

 
01:28:21 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, that was. And there was the walkouts that happened. I guess I told the story of-- I don't 

know if I had told the story of going to when they arrested the L.A. 13. You know, you tell the 

stories a lot. I don't know, did I go through that and how I was scared I got getting all of that? 

I've been through all of those. There was like almost every month or something there was a new 

thing in the stage, a new thing that you're learning, and this was part of the learning, seeing Joe 

in that situation and reflecting it. And probably very close to that, though, David Harris-- I think 

it was after I left being student body president, so it was probably late May or June, that David 

Harris-- well, it must have been a number of times-- came. He'd been the student body president 



at Stanford, and he'd come out strong against the draft and went to prison at some point. I don't 

think he had yet. Later on he married Joan Baez for a while, and he's still kind of well-known in 

certain sections of the left and peace and progressive-oriented things. I'm on Facebook and I get 

things that he likes some of these things that go out kind of as a blog by David Harris. He was 

talking, and it was kind of the opposite experience as what I had with Tijerina, and that what he 

was saying logically touched me. I said, "Well, I think that way. I don't believe in violence. I 

don't think that these institutions knew that." But then I was thinking, that's not going to fly in the 

barrio, because the whole thing began to realize that about the draft, it was its impact. So even if 

you get out, I was beginning-- I understood and I understood a little bit more right afterwards 

when I began working at the Claremont Colleges, but that, you know, if you didn't go, the draft 

board was just going to fill that quota with somebody else and likely it was going to be some 

Chicano.  

 

I was in the San Gabriel Valley, so that like in between Highland Park. It's interesting, here I am 

at York and Figueroa and actually on a hill, but a more working part side than let's say Mount 

Washington, okay, and I go to San Gabriel. My buddy Doug Smith (phonetic), he lives on top of 

Mount Washington and he goes to Glendale. That's where his draft board is. I was in Local 

number 92. So I said, well, you know that this isn't going to fly. That approach, the passive isn't 

going to fly in the barrio.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why did you think that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Because the whole tone was so militant, you know. Corky Gonzales wasn't going out saying just 

passively go to jail, it didn't seem to me. That wasn't what was there, you know, that people were 

getting arrested in the walkouts and were getting arrested in this and that and were going. But it 

wasn't backing down. It was and then the next time you do this or that. The point was not to go to 

jail. Going to jail for Chicanos, you know, is a little bit different than for middle-class whites, 

you know. It is. So the answer isn't to go to jail to fight that in a real sense. So that's what 

impressed me. Maybe I'm off, but that was my sense that you had to have an aggressive, 

affirmative, strong response of affirmation for our identity that was being denied, and that that 

was a key point in it. So taking on the system, you know, not just sit and let them talk, but going 

in the courtroom and giving your testimony and finding-- you know, that's what Panthers were 

doing, others. Actually, a lot of the-- that's was what was happening in the Chicago Eight trial 



and all these other things, and that was more the route to go for minorities, for militant, for more 

Chicano Power or Black Power or Peace Power or whatever.  

 

 
01:31:02 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you talk to any other people about your position, or did you come to it on your own?  

 

 
01:32:38 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I came to it on my own. I mean, there were other people you talked to about the draft. There was 

a guy that worked at the-- Les Rothenberg, I think the name was, and he was kind of the draft 

counselor. He was all do it within the law and do it, you know, if you're going to be a 

conscientious objector and then these are the qualifications and all of this. I was more impressed 

with Muhammad Ali, and I think my looking back on it, still, I think, he didn't have every single 

thing thought out. He just knew he couldn't go. Then the attorneys in the Supreme Court could 

handle that and that that was more the style to go in. I don't know. I think it might have been that 

summer after, after my having thought that, but I'd had these talks with Ramses and that, 

especially about those kinds of things. I don't know if it was before or after that, but I remember 

one time in a conversation we talked about that what, you know, it was a big thing, why were we 

dying so much, and we were trying to analyze it, and we need somebody like Muhammad Ali to 

stand up and set a standard of the struggle. He's against the system here, you know, not over 

there. That was something, you know, and some people had to do it, just like Corky or Tijerina 

or Chavez or others were doing, having that courage, so to speak.  

 

So but that's getting a little bit ahead, I think, just because it was a train of thought of what I was 

going to do about that and graduation's coming up and I wasn't wanting to go into grad school 

and all of that kind of thing and try to get another deferment. I'd already deferred myself to be 

student body president, which wasn't all that pleasant. But I said personally that-- so that was the 

decision that I had done. Now, I don't know if we want to go on now to the next step. We haven't 

talked about some of the academic stuff. Or go ahead, because it's kind of-- some of the other 

academic stuff, I guess I've talked a little bit and we might come back to some of it at some other 

point, because now we're getting to the logic of me and the draft. So I'll do that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

It's been an hour and a half.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, is it already?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes. Do you want to stop or do you want to go? Do you have one more thought that you want to 

finish right now?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no. Well, to get from June to the next September 16th, that could be a whole long thing, I 

guess.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. Well, why don't we start there the next time then, and I'll stop it right now.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. (End of Session 6, March 25, 2011 interview)  

SESSION SEVEN (04-09-2011) 



 

 
00:00:48 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today's April 9th (2011). I'm interesting Rosalio Muñoz in the 

offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute. Today I'd like to focus or at least start with focusing on 

1968, and then we'll see where it takes us, but I'm interested in your experience or what you 

witnessed during the East Los Angeles Blowouts. You mentioned the L.A. Thirteen last time we 

talked, but we didn't really get into depth on that subject, so I wanted you to start with possibly 

did you know what the walkouts were being planned? Was that something that was happening, 

or the conversations were happening at UCLA or did you find out--  

 

 
00:02:1700:04:4100:07:33 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I wasn't privy to that at all. I had just started getting involved. The Symposium on Mexican 

Americans that was held at UCLA, where Reies Tijerina spoke and Corky Gonzales and Bert 

Corona and Luis Valdez and Ralph Guzman was there and all these people, I didn't know really 

who they were until I was asked to get money, help get money from the Student Council to fund 

it, and so I had met with-- Moctezuma had approached me. Actually, I think that they were 

feeling me out. They sent a couple of guys, Augie Medina, who became a lawyer, and Jorge 

Agiñiga (phonetic) from UMAS, who had been vice president in high school when I was 

president at Franklin High School. And I guess they asked me a lot of questions and I basically 

told them, "Well, I don't know how I fit into UMAS. I'm not from a low-income family and I 

don't speak that much Spanish," and all of this. "So I don't know what role, but I support it. I 

don't know how I could fit in."  

 

But anyway, so apparently they went back, then Moctezuma came and saw me, to talk to me 

about getting that going, getting the monies and all of that. One of the things he said, "Muñoz, 

look in the mirror. You're an Indian, and you're going to be in the Movement whether you want 

to or not." Somebody mentioned to me, "Well, he kind of pressured you." I said I didn't feel 

pressured. I felt like that was encouraging me or that was relating to me, and maybe he felt he 

had to pressure me. I don't know. But the way that it impacted me was to say, "Oh, yeah, yeah, 

that's right. That's a good point, you know. Yeah. Wow. Okay," kind of thing. I don't know if I 

showed that on my face and all of that, but that's its impact on me. Actually, the walkouts 

happened just a little bit earlier, so in a way it was a buildup to have all these tremendous 

leaders, and in the audience were all these people, you know. There were scores and scores of 

high school students from all around, so I think there was probably some forethought, you know. 

When it might happen, I don't know. From what I understand, reading the histories and the latest 

book by Mario Garcia and Sal Castro on it, that things happened a little faster than they 

expected. But when it happened, I was still doing other things on the campus and just barely 

getting into things. Tijerina was going around the country, and actually he was meeting with 



African Americans, and there was a big rally at the Convention-- not the Convention Center. 

What do you call it? At the Sports Arena, because that was the big kind of convention, and there 

were thousands of people. I think Stokely Carmichael was there, and I heard Moctezuma spoke 

there. From what I recall, somebody told me he declared war.  

 

Anyway, and then there were all these things on the campus, you know. It was a big thing. You 

kind of knew. You heard a little thing about Sal Castro, but I wasn't really in touch with all of 

that. And then Martin Luther King was killed, and then that consumed everybody. What are we 

going to do? And then there was the race of Kennedy versus McCarthy, and all of that began 

drawing me in too. The farm worker grape struggle was coming to a head. There was all these 

things going on, so what you were thinking at one particular point, and I had my classes, I had 

my role in terms of the Educational Policy Commissioner at UCLA, on the Council, and those 

projects. Now, coming towards June, then we had the whole thing about the campus fraternity, 

and I think we went over that, and all of that, so that got me much, much more involved, and 

then there was the campaign. I'd have to go look at the sequence, because it's all a part of now 

getting into the whole outside the campus, so the walkouts and the election were like outside the 

campus, so there were the indictments of these people, and I knew one of them. I know 

Moctezuma Esparza. So I don't know if I want to, but I was thinking I was kind of scared. Go to 

a demonstration? What if the cops come and see people and stuff? You know, what am I going to 

do in that kind of situation? I don't know. But I had to deal with that. Then I said, "No, I'm going 

to go. I have to go." So I went, and now I remember they had people-- it was at the Placita, and I 

only remember really specifically because there are pictures of it, so I guess they had people 

making poster signs or placards or whatever, so I made one and it said "Viva Moctezuma 

Esparza!" And so then people took those and they put it on the rails around the-- what do you 

call it? I forget. The gazebo out here in the plaza. So there were pictures in La Raza of-- I forget 

his first name-- speaking and then you could see several placards that they had kind of put there, 

and there was "Viva Moctezuma Esparza!" sign, and that one over the years.  

 

So that was where I came in contact and identified with that, and it was so horrible, that people 

were so angry, and we really had to respond. And then right on top of that, or alongside, was the 

election. So now I would see that they're very related, you know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did Moctezuma approach you? Did you know what he was doing-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

No, no, no.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- on campus?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I was strictly on campus kinds of stuff. I imagine they were doing all kinds of things, you 

know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you see it on the news?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't watch the news. I didn't look at the newspaper. I was into the whole campus life.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you hear about the--  

 

 
00:09:1500:12:1300:14:08 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I guess people talking. You did hear about it. Oh, how did I-- by that time I was integrated 

into UMAS, because, you know, the whole fraternity thing. I had resigned from the Student 

Council. I'd been involved in the election and there were beginning to be discussions about 

having a Task Force on Urban Crisis and all that at UCLA. There was a changing of the guard, 

and Chuck Young was going to be replacing Franklin Murphy as the chancellor at UCLA. And 

all of those things were kind of part of the thing. So those things transpired.  

 

So I was also being talked to about being part of what this Task Force on Urban Crisis at UCLA, 

and I don't know how that happened, but I imagine that UMAS had a role, because there were 

two of us from UMAS that became staff people for that process, and one was Ron Lopez and one 

was myself, and there were similar African Americans. And there were two key committees to 

work on, and one was on enrollment or, you know, recruiting, and the second one was on studies 

programs. And it was kind of common knowledge that the African Americans were into the 

more-- the studies program was their priority and that the enrollment or entrance was Mexican 

Americans. We were a smaller number, but bigger numbers or similar numbers in the population. 

And then that was just a whole lot more black scholarship nationwide and wherever, because just 

a historical thing in the African American separate college systems and all of those kinds of 

things. So that was an orientation. So then the Committee on Enrollment that was a whole 

summer-long kind of process that began to happen, and you sat down. In the task force there 

were top-level administrators and key leaders within the faculty, people in administrative things 

in the committees. So I was the chair of those committees. In other words, I called on people, 

"Do you want to talk on this? Okay, maybe we ought to-- ." People would make suggestions, and 

I said, "Well, that sounds good," you know. Probably people was the chancellor's guy or this or 

that, too, and those things. So actually what came out of that committee was the High Potential 

Program that we had talked about, and it wasn't my thinking on it; it was the thinking of UMAS. 

So I wasn't necessarily privy-- I was not in the leadership of UMAS, so it was my job to be the 

interface, in a way, because I knew a lot of the leadership in the students and I knew them 

amongst the faculty because of going to the Academic Senate and working on all these kinds of 

things were in the purview of the educational policy commissioner. And I was Chicano.  

 

So anyway, so that's what we had, and we had a meeting at one point with Chuck Young, talking 

about it, me and Ron. I don't know if anybody else was there. You know, his thing was we 

wanted to have this special entry program where you waive those requirements and you went to 

nontraditional youth to be part of it. So we had the master plan and the junior colleges for this 

and the state colleges for that, and the university, well, we have to short circuit that in terms of 

getting people. Well, there's a whole lot of different kind of people you could outreach. Well, we 

want to get people who were not traditionally looked because we want to have an impact. And 

the others had given me this argument, which made sense to me and I could carry it, was that we 

want to impact in the schools. They're not orienting people towards the university at all. So if 

you have all these people that nobody would have expected to go to UCLA, that nobody 

expected to go to college, you know, or graduate, maybe they go to jail or-- you know. And if 

those people end up going, the kids that are maybe closest to the campus, whether it's Roosevelt, 

Garfield, wherever, and others, the teachers are going to say, "What? These people are getting in 



and the ones that I've been wanting to encourage, they're not getting in? Well, gee," you know. 

Or, "I was going to send this straight-A student to Cal State, and then this guy that flunked out is 

over at UCLA? Well, god, I've got to rethink," whether it's a principal or a counselor or a teacher 

or whatever. So, hey, things are different, you know.  

 

So that was one of the-- and not just what's happening at UCLA, but what is going to be 

happening in terms of what people's expectations are of referring students. So I think he said 

okay, you know. And on the studies programs, you know, the things is there just aren't-- we'd 

like to have courses and all of that, but he said, "We don't have the professorial material out 

there," you know. Well, they did have for the state colleges and all that. But in any event, so we 

said, okay, because at a later time if there's more Ph.D.'s and whatever that are there and people 

that have published, then that moves towards there being a department. Years later, in 1990, I 

think, there was a big push for a department, and so I was part of that because I'd been in that 

discussion. We had a discussion. We said it's later. Well, it's later, you know, twenty years later 

or whatever, it's time.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you regret that you didn't push for it harder in the sixties?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, no. Well, you know, I didn't have the background, and I think that there was an argument 

for that. Our priority was we just needed a whole hell of a lot more students on the campus, and 

it did. You know, Sal, who I guess had been working with Upper Bound at UCLA and others, 

you went from maybe 100 or 120 students in 1968 to 1969 or '70 there's 1,000. So there was a 

big change, you know, that was--  

 

 
00:16:16 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How about the argument that-- and I'm sorry if I interrupted you. But how about the argument 

that Chicano Studies was necessary and important and it was what students from the walkout 

were asking for? They were asking for classes that directly reflected their experience. Did you 

feel like that was--  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that's what the High Potential Program was, just to get people in, you know. So we needed 

it to have-- because the High Potential Program had tutoring programs, had stuff on history. 

They had a content. It was a support system for that particular kind of student and not the greater 

number of students that might come in on EOP and other things. And that was just gradually 

increasing. So that's where if we had put and say, well, let's have a department and include both 

of those things-- you know, I wasn't at that level, you know. So you'd have to talk to the other 

ones, whether it's Moctezuma or Juan Gomez Quiñones or others that would be involved that 

would be looking at those kinds of things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, how important did you think those Chicano Studies, history, culture, language--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I was hardly aware. Maybe I had just begun reading North From Mexico, you know, which 

I saw that was a fabulous kind of thing, and some of the different things by Carey McWilliams, 

for example. But we didn't have much more that was written, and in particular about California. 

There was the Guzman study that hadn't been published. That was just still going on. So there 

weren't those kinds of things. And the people that were Movement, how many Ph.D.'s were 

there, and then who were they, you know? Because we did get people appointed or whatever but 

that were not really Movement oriented. Nice people or talented people or ambitious people, but 

not necessarily, you know, down home. So I really can't say. I'm not the person to ask at that 

point, and there was not the base, I don't think, to do it. Maybe a year or two years later.  

 

But what I think transpired was it was a big job to do the High Potential Program for a couple of 

years and to try to work those students in. Now, later on the university decided, well, that wasn't 

the right approach or that it was not that many people actually stuck at UCLA. But I think that so 

many others stuck somewhere else after coming to UCLA for a while, having some experience 

and then going back, and that experience for those that were involved as tutors, as teachers, as-- 

you know, when I look back on doing things. Now, my touch with that, for me in particular, was 

not that great because, you know, I got in as soon as that was over, and I had had a role in just 

helping get it through the process. I wasn't part of the creative thing about who to hire or how to 



set it up or what would be the actual pedagogy of the thing. But so then the whole issue that we 

were finishing up there in the office that there were for UMAS and folks were, and Rob Susneria 

(phonetic) comes in and says, "I just got back from working on the boycott and I'd like to see-- 

let's see if we can get some resources real soon from the student government to do something for 

the farm workers." Actually at that point-- I think I'd recounted this story-- we went by and then I 

says, "Okay, well, let's see what the Student Council is doing." The guy resigned and then we got 

into that. So I think I talked a little bit about the priority of UMAS and of the Black Student 

Union were those projects, you know. That's Campbell Hall, not Kerckhoff Hall, where the 

student government was.  

 

So I wasn't as much in touch with all of those kinds of things. So that's kind of where it was. But 

then during the walkouts when they still, you know, didn't get Sal in and there were the sit-ins, I 

did go. Tess (phonetic) and I, we went, and I think I must have been campaigning, in the middle 

of my campaign, or something, and went, you know, didn't sit in or anything, but was there to 

show support and see what was happening and to, to a degree, be part of it, you know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember reflecting on your understanding of the actual process of walking out of 

school, how you felt about it, how you felt about those students' decision to leave campus during 

school hours? Was that something that you had an opinion about?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't recall, really. No, I don't. If I'd have been out there, that would have been a whole other 

thing, and then I met students that did walk out or that were around it, and it was a powerful 

thing. But it really came-- I knew Moctezuma and he walked out, and so that was there. But I 

said, "Yeah, well, that should be happening, you know." Because, I mean, this was a time of 

upsurge all throughout the country and on the campuses, and I was getting more caught up with 

it, and so I kind of identified it, and I didn't fully integrate that. It still was just becoming a big 

concern of mine, and so I didn't really make all of that connection that well until actually I had to 

be facing the draft, and then thinking what about other people facing the draft, what about other 

Chicanos facing the draft and the war, and then I had a better handle for me, myself, personally 

as a person relating to that, and that's what got me going, which was going on the next thing.  

 

So that me, now, looking back at things as a person who has been an activist, has had 

responsibilities, primarily, you know, as a reporter with the People's World and an activist in the 

Communist Party, but also as a leader in the community reflecting on what is our history, what 

are these dynamics, and what is going on. So that the youth thing was very, very active, but as 



we'll get-- we're skipping ahead a little bit in terms of my history, that eventually I came to the 

point, a lot of the experience that I'd had on the campuses and dealing with the institution of the 

university and then getting involved through the war and then beginning to look at the overall 

community, and looking and analyzing it, looking back deeper into my own youth and 

experience and growing up, then I began to see, well, how does looking at institutionally what 

UCLA was, what about the institutions in East L.A., and then I began thinking about those things 

more and more, and that had a tremendous influence on everything that I did afterwards, 

especially after the moratorium, and said, well, there's this youth thing that is going on, but this 

youth thing, people are going to be going on to the campuses and they're getting into the studies 

and choosing careers and getting all of these things. Meanwhile, what about the power out here, 

the institutional power that we Chicanos have and it's, well, who's going to do it? It's going to be 

the adults and not the ones that are off in college. Who's going to change the conditions in the 

barrio? How are we going to-- what do we need to do to get people elected, you know, to get 

people that are getting bypassed in the civil service or this or that? And to have it looked at again 

and all these kinds of other things, I began to see, well, what do you begin doing on those kinds 

of things?  

 

So looking at it, you know, it wasn't till much later that I really contemplated, you know, what 

that meaning of the students walking out and where that reached into, and I'm still learning about 

it, you know. Because, like, you know, last year we had this exhibit here where thousands of 

people came and the greatest number of them were-- well, not the great. We had a lot of young 

people come. But probably the largest adult group was people that had been involved and their 

families that came, you know, the mothers, children, and grandchildren that came, that were 

young at that time. Some of them were in the walkouts, some of them came in after the walkouts, 

and then, wow, there were walkouts, and then all of a sudden there's these marches. And, well, 

they lived in the area and they came, and then you began seeing what this whole change in 

expectations and what is our role and what do we need and what do we want, you know, and 

what can we do that are all of these stages that's come to where we now have mayors and we 

have leaders, legislative leaders, and somebody in the cabinet, and all of these kinds of things 

that have-- where this base, especially here in L.A., but, of course, all throughout is. So that 

looking at those kinds of things, I can see some of it. But I got caught up in the parts that were 

really getting to me and what I was coming from, and so it was there, and, in a sense, I'm always 

getting closer to that as well as moving ahead, you know.  

 

 
00:27:46 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah. Well, for me, just speaking with you over these past few sessions and understanding that 

your experience was very, very different from those who went to Roosevelt High School, those 

who went to Garfield High School and--  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Many of those that went to Franklin High School.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Exactly. Right. But in a sense, what I'm getting at, when you say "we," you're talking about a 

"we" that didn't really exist the year before. You were a student advocate, primarily working 

with white students, dealing with improving the quality of education for the white students at 

UCLA, and then now you're talking about "we," and it's a different-- you know. I don't know if 

you've reflected on that transition of when you felt--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, yeah, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- you were part of East Los Angeles, a community that you didn't really grow up in.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. Well, but in a way, I did grow up in it, you know. When I first started walking, we were 

living on 50th Street right by Rowen, you know, and then when I first saw on TV, we were on 

Brooklyn or Whittier, looking through the windows with the loudspeaker outside, or going to the 

movies at the Floral Drive-in or baptized at Soledad Church. So these were all experiences that-- 

but, you know, you don't-- and then when I'm out at UCLA, here I begin confusing at times 

Wilshire Boulevard from Whittier Boulevard, so that there are all these different things in your 

experience that you also get more in touch with. But then also there's a lot of other kinds of 

experiences, so that after we moved out of Lincoln Heights, then I had a whole nostalgia for that 



life, playing in the streets and all of that that we did not have in Highland Park, and that has a 

whole other impact on who I was. So, you know, our family became very much more inner. We, 

my parents taught us to play bridge. You can't imagine how many bridge and Hearts games we 

played, even when we were in Mexico and all of that, and then afterwards, and then teaching my 

nephews and nieces and all of that kind of stuff. So that's part of that. But, yeah, it became that, 

and soon I became very consumed with it. And, in a way, being student body president later on 

accelerated it in a way, in terms of what happened in my life, but also kind of retarded getting 

more involved. Rather than being in Campbell Hall, you know, I was at Kerckhoff Hall.  

 

After I refused induction and then saw what was out at UCLA, and then began-- what was out in 

East L.A., there was a very significant experience that sometimes, you know, you could forget 

fully what it was and then how it followed through. But when I finally had refused induction and 

had quit my job at the Claremont Colleges that I got right after graduating and then began to 

work full-time against the war and then had an office in East L.A. and began to look at East L.A., 

driving around East L.A. My first impression is, you know, the architecture is freeways and 

cemeteries, you know, where at UCLA it's libraries and parking structures. And then seeing that, 

you know, ASUCLA and, of course, the whole thing, there's so much more power in UCLA than 

there is in East L.A., even the student government more than what you appear to have in East 

L.A. It was a big impression. But then there was the task to do in the moratorium, but it's 

something that very much stuck with me. But the whole life at UCLA with those white students 

and everything else just receded in my life. So I remember in the 1990s and when they started 

doing the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement, Chicano and all of that, and there were 

more people looking. I was married the second time, so with my wife, we went and we met the, 

you know, kind of one of the premier Chicago photographers. I think that in a way he was the 

most professional and longest term, George Rodriguez, I went to look at a lot of the photos that 

he took. Looking at them of the day I refused induction and seeing all these white students from 

the student government at UCLA, then I said, "Oh, they were there. My god, how wonderful. 

Yeah, they really backed me up." It wasn't just Chicano, you know, it was the-- so, yeah, because 

that became then-- that kind of went off because there was just so much that could consume you 

right there, and so much was needed, and then you got pulled into.  

 

So it was different, you know, because I remember Ron Lopez said, "Well, Rosalio, you know-- 

." Well, no, I think it was Ray Macias, who was the other person who was very campus oriented, 

and he said, "Well, you're campus oriented. There are campus oriented and there are community 

oriented." And I remember Carl Vasquez was always pushing the community-oriented one, for 

example. But another year later, I don't know, I was talking-- no, a year after the moratorium, 

and I had been-- Ron Lopez, who I'd worked for that summer, the summer right out of UCLA 

and before I refused induction, and then he said, "Well, you know, Rosalio, you know it's not a 

matter-- for you it's not campus oriented or community oriented. You are the community, you 

know."  

 

I said, "Oh, okay," the kind of changes that go through. So, I mean, going all the way back to 

your question, it was that whole process was just barely kind of starting with the buildup that was 

happening right in '68 and then where the walkouts came. So I had to do my own walkout of the 

Student Council and everything, I guess.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's interesting the way you put it like that. Do you have sadness about that, the receding of 

those white students? Do you feel guilty or did you have any-- were you aware that it was 

happening at the time?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Well, I think the girlfriend that I eventually had right after, during that summer, that I think 

eventually that relationship kind of just kind of went, because it would be-- you know, here all of 

a sudden I'm just caught up in becoming kind of, at least in terms of the war issue, a hero, and 

then taking on a persona on that and, you know, risking a whole lot, that that relationship 

eventually ended. But then it could be all kinds of things, but with that end, then it's just, well, 

that's not the experience that you're in, and I guess I'm like that. Because, again, when I was 

talking to you about how things changed around 1974, I remember that my first wife had said, 

"Can you keep me up in the way that I'm accustomed to?" And I said yes, because I thought, 

well, affirmative action and all these things are going to change, and then a couple years later I'm 

thinking, well, you know, this whole thing is changed. It's not going to be just affirmative action 

into equality, you know. It's the immigrant and it's the renter and it's the working poor, it's where 

you have to work. And we didn't have a disagreement, but then eventually there was a different 

kind of orientation, that what the reality you're facing brought you to do. But we'll go over some 

of those kinds of things.  

 

So, yeah, the walkouts, I wasn't all that much in touch with. It's kind of-- you know. Given what 

everything that happened and then given that what I'd been doing, you go back and you're 

dealing with those same people all the time, you know, some of them that were involved in it that 

assumed I was there, because of everything else that transpired. (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's interesting.  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

But right after that, you know, Paula Cristosomo is at UCLA in the High Potential Program, and 

there I am student body president. So it's a flow, too, that is that way, because so much was, you 

know, it was a tremendous period of change, and so, you know, I don't know, it's kind of nice to 

think about. Of course, there were a lot of not so nice things that happened, but we'll go through 

that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah. I wanted to just get a sense of how important that was for you and you formulating your 

ideas and your beliefs about injustice, social justice, and if there was some kind of path that you 

took from that point, and it sounds like there's some influence.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, see, what happened to the walkouts and that-- we're skipping ahead, but that's good. When 

I saw that what the impact of getting these indictments and then the second one the next year, 

especially after the Biltmore indictments, too, and you had several of these things happening, and 

I think it had an impact on Moctezuma and other people, that refusing induction and that kind of 

civil disobedience, what we need to-- well, I wish I would have thought even more through in 

terms of the whole nonviolent kind of thing, but that we need to do that, because we can't be 

afraid of them arresting us. "Okay, I refuse induction. Take me to jail." But this is unjust, and we 

should have deferments to work in the Movement and for our community and not go off to that 

war, because that's not where our struggle is.  

 

So you respond to that, and then that some people are pushed back or held up for a while and 

then you just kind of go. I said, "No, we can't just pull back on that kind of stuff." Sometimes 

you do and sometimes you go forward. Like after August 29th, in many ways we'd done our job. 

We had accomplished what we wanted to do in the Chicano Moratorium, and in many ways, like 

the walkouts, didn't bring equality but it's the tremendous number of people that went. Just think, 

now people say, "Well, we haven't done all that much," but just think if we wouldn't have had 

thousands of teachers and healthcare professionals and this, that, and the other out there, and then 

this tremendous immigration happen, where would everything be at this point if we hadn't done 

that, you know. Now, keeping up with what the population changes and the global changes and 

the economic things, technology and all that, that's a hard thing to do. But what was 

accomplished through the walkouts and through those whole kind of thing, and my whole life 

and identity and how I pursued my self-worth and value in the community and in society, all 



significantly changed in those areas. But, you know, it was like almost week to week, month to 

month, there were new twists or new opportunities, and to a large degree, how I had been 

prepared, the upbringing I'd had, the positive responses that there were. Now, there were 

negative responses like Ferraro, but, you know, he was against what I was doing. Sometimes I 

think he was against what-- having somebody like my dad being some-- there. Maybe it was 

even more animus against having somebody that's high up in the system. Anyway, so that was 

there, you know, to draw on, and that was needed. So it's all kinds of things were needed.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Right. And you can make a choice. You made a choice where you wanted to put your energies, 

because you didn't have to choose that route.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you know, you can say that, but I don't think I could have chose the other route. I think that 

I had decided, that I think I actually thought of it in these terms, as a generalist. I'm a generalist, 

you know, that I can do a little bit of this and a little bit of that in terms of the intellectual and 

social engagement rather than go on and get a law degree or a master's or a Ph.D. or whatever. 

So there was a guy there at UCLA, and I haven't gone enough into him and I don't know if you 

really need to, but he was a Presbyterian. I guess he was their campus guy, the outreach, and then 

he became part of the staff, and he was very helpful in the experimental college and a lot of 

things and would always be challenging me. And I met other people too. But I remember that he 

went off into the Peace Corps when I was president, and they came up with the idea to have an 

ombudsman for the university. So I said, "Well, he'd be the obvious person." So I wrote to him in 

the Peace Corps, and he came and took the job and he was there for about thirty more years, 

twenty more years, twenty-some more years. If you ask people, you go back-- well, now there 

might not be that many around, you know, but he had became a real part of that campus, and that 

he could relate to all different kinds of things, so I liked that role. In many ways, John Luce, 

when I got out in the community, he wasn't there. He was there to empower the community or 

whatever in all different kinds of ways and help people network. But anyway, that's just that part 

of it. So I don't know where we-- I'm kind of roaming all over the place.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



No, that was wonderful. That was wonderful, and you definitely answered my original question. 

So it looks like we're at the point where you leave, you graduate from UCLA, and this is after the 

walkouts, and it's right around the time when you're also worried about draft induction. Do you 

want to start there? Do you want to tell me a little bit about what came first? Was it the 

graduation or the idea for-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I was thinking--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We talked last time, you told me the story-- I don't know if you remember-- about one of your 

classmates who was also going to--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, yeah. Well, he wasn't a classmate, but he was a contemporary on the campus. It's very 

funny, because I went to this big April 4th thing, King's assassination, and the Labor Movement 

and others put on 1,500 or so events, and we had a big one here. I sat with Joe and his wife, Joe 

Maglish (phonetic), and I kind of told my side of the story to his wife then, because, yeah, Joe 

was an activist, real nice soft-spoken guy, who went to jail and spent a couple years inside. I 

don't know, did I describe-- I guess I didn't describe it, but, you know, I was coming down in the 

Murphy Hall, you know, the Administration Building at UCLA, and from where the Counseling 

Center was, you know, I had been working out and hung out a lot, and that was in the back end 

of Murphy Hall. I came down to the first floor from the third, and I'd just come around some 

steps, and there he was, almost looking kind of down and sad and I thought might have been 

sniffling or whatever. I thought, well, maybe, and I said, "No, I'll just go past him. I won't 

interrupt him. He's having a very private moment." He's a very bright guy and very bright-eyed 

and always smiling and being positive with people and all of that, and then here he's very sad. I 

said, "Well, it really is a difficult and he's going through that," and I just thought what courage 

that is and facing the draft, what dignity that is knowing that there's all that impact and that that 

kind of set a standard, you know, for me.  

 

There was another guy at the Counseling Center who was an attorney and all of that, but he was 



all like follow the law and go and there's all the logic to it and all of this kind of thing, and, well, 

okay, you know. But, yeah, the people said everybody should try to find a way to get out. But 

that had a tremendous impact on me. So I was thinking of those times, and then when I had been 

elected president, had been approached on the war, that Senator McGovern's office, I think, was 

out and helped organize, oh, 360-- or I forget the number-- of student body presidents across the 

nation to sign an open letter that was sent to Nixon as he was going to come into office, that 

we're not going to serve in Vietnam. That's one of the first things that I guess I got asked when I 

was student body president, and I took that seriously too. Those two things, you know, the 

signing this thing was after. Well, then I'm kind of obligated to do it if I'm going to be facing this 

as forthrightly as Joe did. So I remember that David Harris, who for a while was married to Joan 

Baez, and he was a student body president at Stanford and has been a figure, I guess, in the 

Nonviolence Movement ever since and is still around and has a website and stuff, he writes his 

opinions. But he came and spoke, and by that time I thought, well, I was enough in touch with 

the Movement, I says, "That's not the ethos of the Movement." It makes sense to me, in a way. I 

see that as a very courageous thing, the resistance, you know, which was the more nonviolent 

passive resistance, not totally passive, but-- and I said, "That's not the Chicano style."  

 

So that just registered in my mind, so how I do it, it's going to have to be related to Chicanos, 

because there's that death rate, and the death rate is-- you know, began relating it to all the other 

syndrome of powerlessness and exploitation. So that was building in my head, and I remember 

after getting out of school, it became real clear to me. The guy who was my vice president, who 

had been the vice elected with the guy I replaced, and they were actually in the same fraternity, 

Jewish, one of the major national Jewish fraternities, anyway, they had a building, I believe it 

was a Frank Lloyd Wright building, for their thing. Well, after we graduated, I had just started 

working at the Claremont Colleges, and then I drove out to there, and then we came back to my 

parents' house from Claremont, and somehow we're driving on the 110, and, man, he really 

freaked out on the off and on ramps of the one to Pasadena Freeway. "Wow, what's this? Golly, 

Ned." I don't know if he'd had a few tokes or not. But anyway, then we ended up over on 

Westwood, and then he had-- there's these guys he graduated with, and they're still hanging 

around campus, or they had this place this summer. They're all talking about what they're doing 

with the draft. There's about six or seven guys, and three or four of them, and they were kind of 

joking, you know. One guy had broken his wrist or his elbow, I forget, wrist, I think, I forget, or 

something to get out. Some other guy got a psychiatrist and this or that. And some guy just paid 

the lawyer, and he filed it. They were going and they were kind of kidding each other, "Oh, you 

were a sucker, you paid too much," or, you know, "You didn't have to. I got out of it," that kind 

of a thing. Of course, you look back, you can think its cynical or whatever, but it was something 

that was threatening everybody.  

 

Well, you go back, and I'm at the Claremont Colleges, and there's these students said, "Well, you 

want to make sure one of the first things you make sure you're going to get guys back, people 

back." "Well, no, my draft board's telling me I'm going to have to go into the draft." I said, 

"Well, you got a deferment, you know." So then I get on him. They're telling him bullshit, you 

know, out in Imperial Valley and Coachella, I think, it was. I think, Jesus Christ, do you see that? 

That contradiction hit me, and I think that contradiction was just so much with people. Ron 

Romero, who was one of the leading Catholic priests, not so much in the public, but amongst the 

priests and amongst real activists, he was one of the ones that really helped organize padres and a 



lot of the other things amongst Catholic priests, and still a good friend of mine. But he told me 

the same period of time, or just at the time of the moratorium, maybe a year later, but he 

remembered he was just started being a priest out in Orange County, and he says during the week 

he was counseling these white students and writing them letters so that they could be 

conscientious objectors, and he said on the weekends he was burying the Mexicans. There was 

this contradiction that you could see there. It wasn't just the statistics. It was in what was 

happening if you had-- you know, you were seeing both worlds, so to speak. So that had a big-- 

that right away just reinforced it, just those weeks.  

 

So then I started dating this Beatrice, and I remember once when we really just kind of decided 

we had a real good date, it was over a weekend thing up in the hills, and so we're back and then 

reflecting on all of that and just getting to know each other. And I just started crying and I tell 

her, "I'm going to have to refuse induction." It's the first time I think I really said to anybody 

that's what I was going to do. Then I was working at Claremont making this money and buying a 

car and this and that and going from Santa Monica, where she's-- well, actually Ocean Park to 

Claremont and then stopping by now and then at my mom's and, you know, doing all this stuff. 

But then we went to see, that July and maybe August on different weekends, Easy Rider, going 

to see Hair performed, going to see Alice's Restaurant, and then going to see a lawyer about 

getting-- what do I do to get to fight the draft, right after, I think, seeing Alice's Restaurant, 

maybe a few-- that was the weekend, and then during the week, and told him kind of what I 

wanted to do. He wasn't really saying he was going to take the case or anything, but he says, 

"What you should do when you leave here, go to the nearest telephone and call up the Selective 

Service and tell them you want your C.O. application." And I don't know, sometimes-- I was 

talking to my friend Joe just the other day, and he went to jail, and he was full-time into the 

Resistance Movement, still is to a certain degree, you know. For example, if you want to not pay 

your federal taxes and fight it on the basis that you're against the military expenditures, the 

person in L.A. to really talk to is Joe. But, anyway, my feeling, looking at it for many years, is 

that he knew, you know, the whole draft, lawyer kind of thing was really a cottage industry, or 

more than a cottage industry, and they were knowing what was going on. But in any event, 

because I went right out and I sent the thing, and then when we got to my trial, it turns out-- and 

actually just a few days later, I get my draft notice.  

 

So one of the issues in my trial was that, well, I sent it in before they sent out my draft notice, but 

they're saying, "But it really wasn't in time because we have a whole methodology and whatever. 

Because we got everything out, before we read what came in, we got everything out," and all of 

this. So it was just like if I had waited till the next day, then it would have been a whole different 

trial. As it turned out, of course, it might have-- because it was dealt with politically by the 

government, and, of course, I was doing it politically, it might have had a whole other thing. But 

it was real funny, because in the courtroom after we'd won-- or, no, when it came clear that we 

had a judge, finally, and that's a whole other story, that was listening to us, he asked the 

prosecutor, "Mr. Fox," he says, "when Mr. Muñoz went in Santa Monica and sent a telegram to 

the draft board in San Gabriel, do you think he expected it to be delivered Pony Express?" 

(Laughs) But, anyway, that's how it just happened, you know, that I was counseled that way, and 

that set in motion. So a few days later, I got a draft notice, and it happened to be I went home to 

my mom's, and one of her nephews, I guess, distant cousins or second nephews or whatever, one 

of the families from Tucson that was out in the harbor area, and a young man had died, and my 



mom wanted to go to the thing and needed a ride. Actually, both my older brother and I decided 

to go, so we drove her. But when I went and got into the house, there was stairs going up, right in 

the entryway, and there's where the mail was kept. There was one for me, and it was from the 

President of the United States, so I knew what that is, and there it was.  

 

So I didn't tell anybody at that point. I just says-- well, I wasn't going to tell my mom, and my 

brother was there. If I told him, she'd probably hear it from upstairs. But, anyway, we drive on 

down to the harbor, and I'm sitting in the Mass, you know, and it's on my mother's mind, you 

know, thinking through the whole thing. The thing about the draft notice is that greeting, you 

know, from the president and all that, but the date to show up was September 16th, 1969, and, to 

me, there it was, because I had been-- one of the things that I had been thinking, well, I can go 

and do this, you know, and it will have some impact and whatever, but in terms of reaching the 

working class, working poor, Chicano that's out there getting drafted, who am I to be the 

example? Now, I thought through some of those, saying, well, being the student body president, 

it will be good for the community and the mothers and the fathers that here's somebody with a 

little bit of stature and all of that but is willing to take a stand, so it gives it a certain kind of 

moral power that might not have-- but I'm not the barrio guy. I'm not the Movement-- I've been a 

student body president, and that will also fly to a certain degree, but then there it is. I'm drafted 

on September 16. So it just says that will add a whole aspect to doing it, and the public persona 

and all of that kind of thing to give it some political symbolic substance, more political symbolic 

substance.  

 

So that's how I decided right then, well, you know, that's going to do it, that's the time to do it, 

it's there if you're going to do it, and that's how to do it in a way. So I went and saw-- I don't 

know if it was the same day or maybe it was the next day, seems to me the same day because 

that's-- I went and saw my friend Ramses Noriega. He had a place right by Fairfax, right next to 

Fairfax High School on Genesee off of-- what is it-- third or whatever, I forget now exactly. 

Melrose, I think. Anyway, so we just started talking on this. He got a small apartment there with 

his wife, and we're going back and forth, and he's saying, "Well, you're-- ." Well, I don't know 

what I-- all I remember the best myself was that he finally decided-- and his wife at the time had, 

she was a very pro-peace person and all of that. She said, "It needs to be done. Somebody needs 

to do it." Ramses and I had had conversations. We'd had a conversation, somebody needs to do 

it, you know. You have Muhammad Ali, and Martin Luther King has said things, and we haven't 

had something like that, and so that's something that's needed. We didn't say me or him, but that's 

just something. We're talking about different topics as you come, you know, about the 

Movement and thinking about where's the Movement and what's going, because, sure, you know, 

there'd been the walkouts, there'd been this, but then there'd been these indictments. There was 

the EICC, you know, the Education Issues Coordinating Committee, which it went away for the 

students because they were going to school and they were students, and this was the adults and 

educators and others being involved in now how do you follow up and get the school board to 

respond and all of that. So that was, you know, you're talking a whole bunch of (unclear), what is 

the Movement going, what should we be doing, and all of that. But he said, "Well, you know, 

what you're talking about, you know, are you willing to die?"  
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ESPINO: 
 

Are you willing to--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Die. "Because they can do that, you know. They don't like people to do things like that." I said, 

"Well, yeah." He says, "Are you sure?" I said, "Yeah, I'm sure." He's describing it, and he's 

written a little piece online a few years ago, that he thought to himself, "Well, I don't." But, 

anyway, he said, "Well, look. I know more about the community things and I have these ideas, 

and you're going to have to-- and we'll work together on it, but this is the kind of role I have. 

You're going to be the one that's the target. You're going to be the one out in front, and my role 

will be looking and arranging things more in the background, but I'll be having a perspective on 

it, you know. We'll work together in those ways, because if you just leave it up to-- ." What was 

it? It's not how he said, but basically participatory democracy, things aren't going to really 

happen that way. So we made this agreement to work together on it and started talking about 

how we wanted it. We wanted to do it like similar to the Peace Movement that there was, but it 

had to be the Chicano style and approach and that we'd use a lot of the approach that Cesar had, 

reaching out to everybody, and so it was more like this building-- we didn't use those terms, but 

more building coalition, but working, seeking to get right at the grassroots and build it from that 

kind of level as the farm workers had or other things.  

 

So we were agreed on that and said, "Well, what's one of the first things we need to do? We want 

it to be part of the Movement." In a way, it was obvious, but it wasn't, so, you know, you could 

say, well, now, you could go the route of the resistance, you could go the route of the church, 

you could go the route of the Peace Movement, you could go, you know, any different kinds of 

routes. Well, ours is to be one of the components of the Movimiento. That would be the peace. 

We'll seek to build a peace component of the Movimiento, because there a land and there was a 

education and there was a police. There was these other things and other figures, and other 

people were doing, but there wasn't that on the war. I mean, just about everybody that was doing 

all these other things was against the war, but there was not a war and draft-related things. So 

we're going to work to do that and to build that, but we have to, though, talk to all the different 

leaders. Then after that, probably Ramses mentioned it, but I've got to go tell my parents, so I go 

to our home and sit down with my mom and dad and tell them, "This is what is happening. This 

is what I've decided to do, and we're going to be doing things on-- ." Well, actually, maybe 

before I got to my parents, because it just was kind of geographical, we went to UCLA and we 

ran into Moctezuma on the campus there by the gypsy wagon, right outside of Campbell Hall 

and between that and what was, I guess, the English. I forget the name of the building, but 

anyway. We said, "This is what we're going to do. So we're going to be going and traveling up 

and down the state, and we need to get in touch with these different people around. But we're 

going to have to have UMAS or somebody supporting Rosalio and getting to make sure we're 

going to do-- we're going to have a picket line or whatever at the draft board on September 16th 



and then we-- okay, we'll get the word and we'll get UMAS working on it." Moctezuma agreed.  

 

So then I we went to my parents, and then my parents-- that was just myself. Ramses wasn't 

there. But I remember my dad was very kind of solid, kind of stoical, you know, listening, and he 

was kind of somber. He asked basically, "Are you sure you don't want to just get out of the-- 

something you don't want to do?" And I'm explaining and this and that, and then as we've gone 

on a little bit, my mom just starts to cry and says-- you know, recounts the different kinds of 

hurts that she had coming up in the school. She went and graduated cum laude at the university, 

the first one in her family to go to college, but there were just all these different little things. 

You'd see barbs and all kinds of things she went through. Then we as kids growing up and being 

in the classes, but then all the teachers, there were lots of incidents like this. Maybe there were 

some with me, but definitely with my younger brother and sister, and I'm sure with my older 

brother, that she would have to go deal with. So my dad said, "Well, you know, we see you're-- 

this is what you really want to do, so we'll support you."  

 

So I told him we're going to be driving up in California and to talk to different leaders and 

people, so he reaches in his wallet and brings out his-- I don't know if it was Standard Oil or 

Mobil or whatever gas credit card that says "Rosalio," and I'm Rosalio too. "So we will support 

you." So we go up and first place up the 5, which is new. The rally is a few years old then, and, 

you know, I don't know, I think it was Ramses' car, big old huge Buick, called it a (Spanish 

word). Anyway, we stopped in Delano and so we're looking for Cesar, and he says, "Well, he's 

out in the forty acres taking his walk." So we go out and we're looking around, and I'm learning 

from (unclear), well, you just go look, you know. (Laughter) And we found him and told him our 

story. Ramses was kind of disappointed, but one of the things he said was, "I can see you guys 

are struggling. It's a dusty car and all this, but that's good because the people will see that and 

they'll identify and you'll get them." He didn't have any money or say he's going to send some 

staff or something, but the farm workers supported the whole time, and his son. I don't think he 

mentioned it, but his son was refusing induction the same time, more or less, and not in the open 

big way I was doing it. Then we went up to Fresno, and we went and talked to (unclear). We 

were in some-- either a diner or Mexican, I forget the restaurant, but I remember he got a napkin 

and just started writing names of people, you know, Ralph Guzman. I don't know if you knew 

Armando Valdez. He's a professor, I think it was at Stanford, but he was running a kind of 

information project and making art and all kinds of other in Oakland for Ruben Lozada, who was 

a Trotskyite. But he was a key guy in Merritt College. Luis Nogales who was at Stanford, Ralph 

Guzman, Sophie Mendoza who's been a major grassroots activist in San Jose, and Delfino Varela 

in L.A. There were a couple of others, I don't think we got to see them.  

 

But I remember we met with all of those people, and they listened and felt that's the kind of thing 

that needs to be done. "Let us know what you're doing." Ralph Guzman said, "Now, Rosalio, 

make sure to write notes to everybody once you've done different things and tell them thank 

you," which I wish I would have done. (Laughs) He was finishing up his second, or updating, 

because his first report on the deaths, the casualties in Vietnam had been in 1967. I'd heard-- 

that's one of the things that got me involved, interested in UMAS. I don't know if I recounted that 

when we went back, but around 1967 there was a conference. I think it might have been at ‘SC. 

There were a couple of conferences, but I went to one. My brother had gotten me to go. And 

somebody came in and said, "Did you hear that Guzman has this report and that we're dying?" 



It's whatever the percent's were, but roughly twice the percentage of what our proportion of the 

population was, and that had really struck me back then, you know. But he was going to be 

making that report. So, anyway, we had all of these contacts then were made, and Ramses had 

called and I think he talked to Corky, and he called the Alianza. I don't know if he talked to 

(unclear), because right around that time or just before, (unclear) went to jail. But, anyway, those 

things had been set then, and we came back to L.A., and it was going back to work and other 

things. But we were getting ready then for September 16.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before you move on, I was wondering if I could ask you a little bit about that conversation you 

had with your mom and your dad.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Mm-hmm.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Because you said that she started to recount these stories of pain.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

A few of them, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



Do you recall understanding why she did that, why she felt that was a necessary thing to tell you 

at that moment?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, she was talking as much to my dad, but to both of us, and, well, she was recounting, you 

know, because what I was telling them was what was happening outside in the community that 

was so unfair in terms of the draft and some of the things that I've told you right now, and 

probably some other things about, well, what I'm encountering now. I'm working on this campus 

working with these kids that are coming from farm work families and from factories and from all 

this different kinds of things and the situations I'm in and how that ties to my sense of what's 

right or what there is that I can do and stuff. So I think she's then, as I took it then, was that she 

was speaking to the prejudice and racism that Mexicans run into and that she as a Mexican 

American had lived through and had to go through to realize what her ambitions and what her 

desires and to live the kind of life she wanted to live. So I took what my mom was saying, and 

that, and just from the very beginnings you could see that women were more apt to respond 

much more quickly to the call, that "We don't want our men to go over there," that we shouldn't 

be having that happen, you know. To me, it was very clear, so that as I began shortly thereafter 

to be going out and I was going to have to be addressing the community about the need to 

oppose the war and oppose the draft and that that would be different than what is the perceived 

feeling in the community.  

 

Because actually, you know, even though it's there, there is the other feelings that you're 

supposed to serve and this and that, and patriotism, and this has been a good country despite all 

these other things and all of that, that you are going to have to speak on it. But if you're going to 

be effective, it's the women that are going to be the ones that are going to move the community 

and the families, and so that's who, when you're speaking, you should be thinking that's who 

you're speaking to. Then so you use logic, you use what's actually going on, and that's going to 

be listened to, and more likely amongst women than others. That was the sense that I had at that 

time. And there's just so many examples. I've written about it on the Internet and had things 

about those experiences. I can jump ahead of--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I-- now that you're on that topic, because before I forget and we keep moving forward, you 

said that the first person you told that you needed to resist was your girlfriend Beatrice.  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah. But she's white. Okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Or Beatrice, excuse me. (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Beatrice (unclear).  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's an important clarification.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Why did you-- why was she the first one, and how did she respond?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, let's see. She welcomed it. We got closer. She respected it. She just said, "Wow, that's 

something, and I guess that this man that I'm meeting or relating to, he's into something," you 

know. So that was, I think, her response, "He's a very serious guy, I guess." Somehow or other it 

worked, you know. It was a good line, you know. (Espino laughs). Well, you're asking. I'm just 

saying it was, you know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But it sounds like you were opening up your heart to her.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, yeah, yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I mean, if you cry, that's not common for men to cry in front of a woman, I think. I don't know, 

maybe it is common. I'm generalizing.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I was describing who I am, and I was trying to be as honest as I could be, because it was kind of 

a situation where we're like beginning a relationship, and so that's what I'm-- this is who I am, 

kind of thing. So I said, "Well, I kind of do this, and I'm going to refuse induction," you know. I 

don't know. I forget the whole context of this point, but I remember that. Yeah. Yeah. Well, to be 



complete, to be fulfilled, to be whatever, it was something I had to do. And that kind of goes 

back to the question, well, you had other choices. But in some ways I did, but in some ways I 

really didn't, because that's what was there and that's what was coming through me, you know. 

Then it was just-- and I didn't learn this. I wish I had learned it a little bit more right at that point, 

but years later, 2004, you know, Tony Salazar, who was the chairman of MEChA at that time at 

UCLA, and he was still alive then, and he was in the Bay Area, that's where he ended up in. He 

was on the board of the California Museum-- or no, the Advisory, the Latino Advisory Board or 

whatever. But so they had a huge yearlong thing about Vietnam in California and race related to 

the Vietnamese thing. So Tony and others, I guess, had raised, "Well, we have to-- what was the 

Chicano relationship to Vietnam back then?" So they set up a whole program.  

 

So Tony calls and asks me, and so I said, "Well, I'll get Jorge Mariscal and Gloria Arellanes and 

a couple others to go." Lorena Oropeza were the kind of contacts that I-- there were others, but 

those were on the panel that would help me. So we're up there and talking, and he gets Ray 

Andrade, because he's from the barrio, the Hazard (phonetic) barrio. But anyway, so Tony, we're 

talking about it afterwards or just before, you know. After you have an event, you know, you go 

talk at the favorite Mexican restaurant, you know. So he tells me, "Well, after you came to 

UCLA and then Moctezuma came to me," he being the head of MEChA. So they go and he got 

in touch with Maria Elena Yepes, and there was-- let's see, who did he mention? Teresa 

McKenna, whom you may know at ‘SC. She's an English professor.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I've heard of her.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yeah, Teresa McKenna. Pat Tamayo, and the one that used to head MALDEF that heads up--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Antonia Hernandez?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Antonia Hernandez, were among the women that did it, you know. But Elena told me, because 

we worked together on the moratorium commemoration, "Yeah, I remember you." Well, it 

happened a number of times that Tony would always come over, and Moctezuma, and they'd 

knock on the door of our store, and they'd come in and say, "Well, there's this and that and the 

other to do," is kind of how she recalls that. But, anyway, that's this, again, it was the women that 

came out and helped put together that demonstration.  

 

One other thing, and I'm kind of getting ahead, but right after that and I'm starting to go travel 

around the country and stuff, and I'd already had an office in East L.A. and spoken at big 

250,000 people peace demonstrations in San Francisco, and I'd been to some national 

conferences. So we're going through Tucson, and my mom, you know, her mom was about 

eighty-some, eighty-six at that time. She went to live to be ninety-six, but, no, she might be 

closer to ninety. I forget. I could think it through. But, anyway, we're going up in Tucson for 

Thanksgiving because, you know, and we're all there except my younger brother, who was in the 

navy at the time. So I'm there and our family's there, and the oldest son then-- a couple older had 

died-- and his kids had gone through the U of A. Well, he's a conservative guy who was with the 

conservative paper in the Tucson, and he kind of sold sales of ads. So he could almost decide 

how much space was for ads and how much space was for coverage and all that. But, anyway, 

his kids had gone through, his sons, ongoing through ROTC, you know, and became officers and 

then corporate guys. But, anyway, he's telling my mom off, and my dad's kind of being quiet 

because it's their side of the family. You know about me. Here's this guy, a mechudo and stuff, 

with his long hair, and he's this and that. And he says, "And here his aunts have been cooking all 

day," I was on a fast, "and he's not even going to eat. Okay. But they've been working so hard 

about.  

 

My grandmother calls in, and she's over in the side in the dining room table or dining table and 

says, she calls, "It's time to eat." That's how she breaks it up. But then we're coming in and 

there's a chair next to her, which I assumed was where my uncle was going to sit. And she says, 

"Rosalio, ven aqui. Siéntate aqui. Quiero ver tus ojos. Te ves muy mexicano." And that just 

settled the whole issue of Vietnam for the whole extended family in Tucson, except maybe for 

my uncle who went out the door. He lived nearby, so I like to think that maybe, you know, that 

kind of pushed him over. But in any event, that did. Everybody was there, and my cousin, who 

was in California at the time, but she was there, and she took me to meet some of the MEChA's. I 

don't know if it was Sol Maldenegro (phonetic) or Raul Grijava (phonetic). I met some people 

and talked to them from the U of A back then. Anyway, that was another of those examples. 

Then when we got involved with the moratorium, it was the women Berets who eventually left 

that stayed very much involved all the way through the moratorium and stuff. So that's how you 

could-- you know, they just-- and one of the strongest people that were there were Alicia 

Escalante and Irene Tovar, was the heart and soul of what was going on in the Valley, and her 

sister Ramona, were very, very key. Of course, Rudy Acuña was also very helpful, but out in the 

community was Irene, and she actually was, I guess working on the campus at that time. I wasn't 



aware of all of that, because there just was a whole lot of people, but that's what you could see 

happens, you know. I remember one time when I was thinking of-- you know, I said, well, we 

should have had a cartoonist do-- you know how they have "Uncle Sam Wants You"?  

 

 
01:26:25 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Mm-hmm.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

And "Tía Guadalupe wants you to come home, to take care of business here." But I mean 

(unclear).  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, yeah, I mean, I can see your grandmother, a portrait of your grandmother saying something 

like that at that time. That would have been a really nice propaganda piece. But now that you're 

talking about the influence of women, I have this book, Youth, Identity, Power: The Chicano 

Movement by Carlos Muñoz, Jr., and he says that the Chicano Moratorium was co-chaired by 

Brown Beret prime minister David Sanchez and Rosalio Muñoz, and there's no mention of any 

women in that statement. So it kind of gives you impression that it was this movement that was 

led by these two men. Can you maybe give me some sense of how that played, that relationship 

with David Sanchez, yourself, and then the women that you just discussed? Or is that too much 

to go into right now?  

 

 
01:28:1801:30:2401:30:24 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, no, no, no. No, no, no, no, no. Well, looking, first of all, the way that I found out about, 

let's say, the Chicano Moratorium Committee-- actually, before finding out about it, was 

November 25th at UCLA at the Women's Conference that they had where Dolores Huerta and 

Jerry Gonzales and Alicia Escalante, and there was a Brown Beret woman on the panel. Lupe 



Anguiano was on the panel. There was this one young Brown Beret woman who got up and said, 

"There's going to be a meeting on the antiwar thing."  

 

This is just after-- well, just before I went to Tucson, actually. So it was a woman that announced 

it, and I was running around the country, and I will get back to maybe what the whole 

chronology was. Then I was in Tucson and then Albuquerque, so I didn't get to the first meeting 

that was being announced, but Ramses had been. So at the second meeting that I go to, David 

opens it up, and also carrying on some of the things was Ramses. Actually, before that had 

happened on November 14th, which was the day before this big demonstration in San Francisco 

where there was a quarter million, the same day, November 15th, in D.C. there was half a million 

people. It was a big day of antiwar things. But there was a conference. People were coming into 

town and there was a conference at Hayward, Cal State Hayward or Hayward State, whatever 

they called it at that time. I know Corky was there, and there were other people there. And we 

got there kind of late, and, in fact, it kind of, I think, was last minute deciding that I was invite to 

speak there or approved or however it transpired. So they introduced me. They're coming in late 

to this conference that had started earlier in the day, you know. Ernie Vigil, in his book, quotes 

me as saying that we need to have our own Chicano I remember conversations after that 

demonstration, but, anyway, just about Chicano-- on the 18th, Ramses had said, quoted, and the 

second time I had to refuse induction, and I'll explain that for you maybe some other time, on 

November 18th here in L.A., in The L.A. Times article it says-- Ramses is quoted too-- "People 

are talking about having our own Chicano Moratoriums."  

 

So anyway, but then we heard about the Berets, and going to the first meeting, I remember 

David, but also I was very struck by Hilda Reyes, who's this young woman here on the right part 

of that, the one that's kind of the cover girl for the Chicano Movement, the Brown Berets, with 

the (Spanish word) and everything. Well, she was at that meeting and she gave a report, and I 

guess she was in charge of going and talking to a lot of the merchants and other people to make 

donations to people that would be coming from out of town or whatever for the committee. She 

would just report, and there was all this success, you know. I said, "Wow, man." (Spanish 

phrase), because David ran a very good meeting, but here was Hilda who was really doing this 

work, and she couldn't have been more than sixteen, you know, and was doing a very good job. I 

thought she probably was much older. But so I was very impressed by that. And then there was a 

whole-- the meeting was filled, and I met Gonzalo Javier there. Alicia Sandoval, who was a 

leader and who later became a media person and all that, was there. I think she was a teacher at 

Roosevelt just around that time. Anyhow, so that's how I'd gotten into it. So, no, the women were 

active from that time before, and actually I didn't know this but learned later that the person that 

went out and got the permit with the Reverend Hernandez, who was the head of the Congress of 

Mexican American Unity and was being staffing with funds from Southwest Council of La Raza, 

which now is National Council of La Raza, they had gone out and gotten the permit from the 

county, and that actually on September 16th, the Brown Berets had had their-- they got a tank 

and had it in the 16th of September. It was on a flatbed truck, but it had been Gloria Arellanes 

would arrange that. So David, I think, had ideas and stuff, but what it became pretty clear, and 

later on then in looking at it, that it was the women that were really getting things done.  

 

Then there was a problem, you know, a lot of infiltration and pressures and all kinds of other 

things, but the women were facing badder and worse treatment, and they eventually left. The 



second moratorium in February 28th of '70, they had left just before at that time and marched 

with (unclear).  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, what was your relationship with David Sanchez? Did you have one?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Not really. It was a working relationship that, you know, you went to meetings, you did things, 

and he took some tasks and I took some tasks. At the beginning, there were a lot of Berets that 

took part and were doing things, and the meetings were just kind of a common agreement, we 

had to go out and do it, and who's going to go do this and that kind of thing was how it went. 

There certainly were a lot of chapters of Brown Berets going around. Now, as we went along and 

as things went, that didn't keep going, at least on his end as far as I felt and saw, and I think a lot 

of other people. So the work was being done. There still was a lot of guys and speaking and all 

that, but the women were right in the center, those three, you know. To me, that's my favorite 

photo of the whole Movement, because they got things done, and I love every one of them, you 

know. So when you have the memories of that that was all-- you know, they were there up to the 

August 29th, you know. The Berets, they went off here or there, they're doing this and that, but 

these women were there day in and day out.  

 

 
01:35:07 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you have a sense of why that was an important issue for them? Considering they weren't 

going to be facing the draft, why do you think they embraced it, just looking back?  

 

 
01:37:23 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Can you imagine, you have boyfriends or brothers or guys that you go to school with or whatever 

get beaten up by the war in Vietnam, coming back in caskets, coming back without limbs or 



without this, coming back hooked on heroin, coming back, you know, on all the different things 

that were there. The war and its impact on the whole country, but especially on the poor and on 

Chicanos or blacks, it was a very heavy thing. I remember, you know, and as you got more into 

it, you could see it, but right after Christmas I went, after the first Chicano Moratorium, I was 

invited to do a workshop at the MAYO conference. I think it was the first MAYO conference, 

and what they actually did there was begin setting the basis for La Raza Unida Party. This was 

1969, which they started a couple months later, you know, initiated and all that. But I gave a 

thing on the draft. But what happened was that somehow or other I was there with a guy from 

Claremont that I worked with, and that's a whole other story. But, anyway, we both had gone out 

there, and then somehow or other our flights back to L.A. got messed up or we lost the tickets or 

whatever. And he remembers I had to call Bert Corona about getting us a flight, and Bert did. 

But the flight goes through El Paso, and I don't know. I'm going to El Paso, and Javier Galvez, 

who was Claremont Colleges. And he's still there, he teaches folkloric dancing and stuff there, 

and he's quite a-- I don't know if you were at the meeting that we had of the Commemoration 

Committee, the second one. You may not have been at that one. Well, he comes in dressed in an 

Aztec garb because he'd come from a performance. All of a sudden, we're at this meeting and 

we're being challenged by these other guys and whatever, and in walks this guy. And everybody 

just goes "Javier, how are you?"  

 

Anyway, but he takes me to the El Segundo barrio where he grew up. He had left and gone to 

Marshall High School and then ended up at Claremont Colleges. But he must have been out of 

there two or three years. We're starting to go through the presidios, you know, with the little 

courts and in the middle is an outhouse, you know, and very near the border. We must have gone 

into four or five households and either a thirty- or forty-year-old woman or sixty, you know, 

grandmother or a mother, greets us. And they're so happy to see him, in Spanish, of course, and 

says, "He's all in one piece." You look on the wall, and there's this-- I don't know if it Kennedy 

or FDR, and then all these pictures of soldiers, and then there may be a wedding and all that. 

Then this one died or this one doesn't have an arm or, I don't know, we're praying for this one. 

We went in and it was just every household had somebody dead or maimed, just one right after 

the other right after the other right after the other. That probably is neighborhoods in other 

places, but El Segundo barrio is one of those ones, you know. So you get that experience of what 

it was in the community, and that's what. So like on their crosses in the march in the rain, you 

know, the February 28th, they have names of different guys, Spanish surnames that had died. 

Hilda is carrying the one of Richard Santos, who was actually, I guess, in '67 or '68 he had been 

returned and they made a mistake about burying him. Anyway, the Teatro Campesino had 

written a song about it, "Welcome back, Richard Santos." So that's why they did it, you know.  

 

 
01:39:48 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you want to get it, so we can just put it on the camera just for a second? Can you take it off of 

there?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, the photo?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes, since we've been talking about it.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, okay, sure.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Oh, let me just take this microphone off.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, my god, yeah. Yeah.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Really quickly, I'm going to pause the microphone-- I mean the recorder. (Recorder is turned off)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

These two. I don't know if I have it here, but this is not the actual picture, but a depiction by one 

of the key Chicano cartoonist artists that started in that area is what's the symbol or the logo of 

our fortieth anniversary Chicano Moratorium Commemoration Committee, because we dedicated 

that to the women, and these were the ones.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yeah, thank you. I'm going to stop it now.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. (End of Session 7, April 9, 2011 interview)  

SESSION EIGHT (04-15-2011) 

 

 
00:00:46 
 

ESPINO: 
 



This is Virginia Espino, and today is April 15th. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz at the Mexican 

Cultural Institute. I'm in La Placita Olvera. Last time, Rosalio, we finished off with a discussion 

of the role that women played in the moratorium. Specifically that's what we were talking about. 

You showed me some photographs. But I want to ask you, when did you realize that the women, 

as women, were playing a pivotal role versus your comrades, a non-gender identity? When did 

you give them an actual identity as the women who played an important role? Do you remember 

when that happened? Did it happen at that time, or was it in hindsight, looking back?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It's more in hindsight and looking back, and it's really because after August 29th the women 

pulled away, Gloria Arellanes in particular, but the others gradually, and I think probably were 

also pushed to the side by agents and by just those tactics that were used. I think its part of why 

they attack. Well, the classic picture of Kent State and there's a guy dead on the ground and the 

woman screaming is right there. Then you lose the fabric of organizing the whole community, 

which is what women bring to that. It's so beautifully shown in the movie South of the Earth, for 

example, or Norma Rae. You could see those dynamics. So in all the maelstrom after August 

29th didn't pick up on really that it was happening. And then they came into a core of guys, me 

and Ramses (Noriega), Gil Cano and-- (Interruption)  

 

 
00:02:17 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 
00:04:1600:06:4500:08:55 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

After the twentieth anniversary, I began saying things more, and it was, "They snubbed me for 

being a Communist." and they actually voted on it, the committee commemorating. They said, 

"It wasn't me. It was just people in white organizations, like the Communist Party USA." Jaime 

Pelayo at Yale had to do his history paper and was doing it on the moratoriums. "Well, you 

should ask the people besides me," and one was Gloria Arellanes. When I read what Gloria said, 

"I was going out organizing," I said, "Goddamn it, she was going out organizing." So, yes, fully 

intellectually thinking that through. Of course, I had been through a period where I was saying, 

hey, what I'm doing now, had it been later, more from a working-class, conscious perspective, 

even before I was Marxist, but looking in that direction from, let's say, '73 on in what I did, so I 



wasn't thinking necessarily in that way. Then when all of the people started commemorating and 

all of this, you know, our generation, the walkout, moratorium generation started getting elected 

to office and started leading union stuff and all this, then you begin-- and it was people were 

looking at it, and then I began to think about that more. But looking back in the period after the 

moratorium, but they started sending in all these infiltrators and people with guns and all of this 

whole kind of a thing, and all of a sudden, the women weren't there.  

 

So there was a huge difference in what went-- and it wasn't only, although it obviously was there, 

also there, and then you're in a situation that's tense with the potential violence and all of this 

kind of stuff, and so you're not thinking, "Well, we should have the women here," although in a 

way, tactically, maybe we should have been quicker that way, even. But anyway, on the other 

hand, in terms of responding and talking to people on the issue and stuff was very much aware, 

as we went over the other time, that that's what the dynamic was in the community, of moving 

the community, that you're going to-- what polarize meant, like I said, some will get frozen and 

some are so frozen into that identity of the military, and of, "This is your duty," and, "Si no voy a 

leva. De cobarde pasaré." Indita is the Jarocho song, as they put it. So that's where I think that 

was. And then the women's thing eventually started moving forward, and in many ways, just 

thinking right now, the attack on the movement, Watergate, COINTELPRO, and then whole 

media kind of thing to squash out the independence of the militants and all of that, it went 

through. We're marching up to Sacramento. There were many good things that went more laying 

the groundwork or planting seeds, but here in L.A., we had the Chicano Liberation Front, which 

it was almost like teatro, you know, thinking that we were going to have an urban guerilla 

movement liberate Chicanos for self-determination, blowing up armories and stuff.  

 

But that's kind of where things were channeled and provoked into, but at the same time, the 

Women's Movement was coming forward and emerging, all of that, and then even in, I would 

imagine, the CASA organization being more conscious of it or Bert Corona says-- I remember 

some of the Chicana scholars, kind of feminist oriented, saying-- in his book, he says "I was 

never hung up about the whole women question." He wasn't? But he and Chole Alatorre and 

others, he was not in the same way other men were in building that kind of leadership into the 

organization. So you could see it there, and, of course, Comisión Femenil and all of these other 

factors. And for me, the Women's Conference at UCLA, well, I heard about the moratorium 

being talked out there and even more the thing about relating to white people. It was between 

Jerry Gonzales, the spouse of Corky Gonzales, and Dolores Huerta going at it, which is two 

different kinds of approaches. But then more it was really bringing out some very key ways of 

how do you as a human being deal with this, and then talking from a more woman's perspective 

and then from the different experience of what kind of organizing you're doing. So those 

questions were there, I think, surfacing. So there was a huge, immense kind of issue, and, of 

course, the whole country and world was and is still dealing with that whole situation, that whole 

how do you deal with that aspect of equality and democracy and humanity.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Were you ever faced with that question yourself, your role as president of UCLA, your role as 

founding member of this Chicano Moratorium organization? Were you ever faced with women 

saying, "You need to look at these issues that specifically relate to women"? Were you ever 

faced with that, where you had to make a decision about how you were going to focus your 

goals?  

 

 
00:11:4300:13:37 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I was looking at the Daily Bruin after talking to you the last time and I was also preparing some 

of this bound volume the year I was elected. I vetoed a lot of the programs that were the women's 

programs, so that was kind of a question. Here's this guy, this Chicano vetoing all these-- but 

there was a letter to the editor of a woman saying "Well, I went-- ." And this woman, whoever, 

had written in criticizing me kind of from that angle. But the response-- I went to those things, 

and she describes how it was all set up for the big houses, the sorority houses, to get their own 

particular members in there and not somebody from the dorms or who was a commuter or 

whatever, that these organizations were not representative of women on the campus. And so 

because there was an elitist thing, so it didn't really hit me quite in that way. Then on the 

moratorium, we start off with the draft, and it was men that were being drafted and that were 

getting killed, and then, too, one thing that was very deliberate was that this is a-- I guess in the 

way we started calling macho, but then it didn't really speak to that. Or if you take "macho" in 

another sense, not the male supremacist sense, but in being a mensch, let's say, as the Jews would 

put it, then it was more in that sense. But it was a male image different that was not for war, but 

it was for social justice, which Cesar Chavez represented and others, Corky, in a way, 

represented. So that's how we were dealing with it and then come to think of it in those terms.  

 

But then also, of course, two of the key leaders in the moratorium speaking on the issue, and 

even came when we chose the speakers early on, was Alicia Escalante and then Celia (Luna) 

Rodriguez on the police issue. Of course, those were from earlier generations at that time. I'd 

have to think more deeply on some of those things to see what some of the other strains of 

development were coming up, but, yes, that's a very-- I was just thinking today about how we're 

looking at history now and rethinking it or re-remembering it to look for those things because it's 

very important. This week I was in looking at the Salazar files. As Felix Gutierrez had told me, 

my cousin, we were talking and, "When you go in there, Rosalio, you're going to be walking into 

the past." It's this little room and there's all these boxes, like I have a bunch of boxes here, and 

then you're going through them and there's so much there. There's photos, but then there's all 

these names on these intelligence reports. Some of it's just hilarious. I'm characterized as an 

intellectual-at-large. (Laughs) That's their term. Or Father Luce founded the Brown Berets. Just 

these crazy ways, kind of Keystone Cops intelligence.  

 

But then there's some very sharp things in there, too, because it depends, probably some of it FBI 

or whatever. But just looking back at that and then say we were seeing ourselves in terms of the 

chief of police and the sheriff, which were some of the most powerful of those positions in the 



nation, but we could have been thinking more about it in terms of the FBI and military 

intelligence and all of these other things, and that we should be looking at those things, because 

our social being, even though where we had power or even knowledge of how to deal with 

things. For example, August 29th, a few days later, there was a vote in the Senate whether to 

withdraw funds from the Vietnam War. Well, the Nixon administration was probably very much 

thinking about marshaling the vote. So they won that vote, and one of the big headlines is hey, 

Mexican antiwar people are rioting and burning up their own neighborhood. How stupid. It's an 

antiwar thing. Well, that could even be a reason for breaking up a demonstration the way Nixon 

did. He arranged for the building guys, in that year, in New York to go beat up demonstrators. So 

anyway, we have to be looking at how those things developed. Let me just say the first peace 

demonstration I spoke at happened to be before 250,000 people, and one of the emcees was 

Dolores Huerta, so there's that aspect to it. That led to other things.  

 

 
00:15:47 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Those are all important women figures. You mentioned Dolores Huerta, Alicia Escalante. But 

getting down to the nitty-gritty of the organizing, of the planning, of getting people out on the 

street, of notifying people, how was the labor divided? Was it divided by gender? Were there 

specific duties that the women did and specific duties that the men did? How did you negotiate 

that? Do you remember any of those meetings where those decisions were made?  

 

 
00:17:37 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we just did it. If there were women that were going to be doing it, we probably didn't think 

that way. We probably did exclude, but I think that if there were women that had cars, we'd send 

them out and they could do it, I would think. It just didn't fall into place in quite that way while 

we were at it. I'd have to think a little more deeply about it of what was actually transpiring and 

going on. Irene Tovar was coming to meetings and others were coming to meetings and speaking 

out and doing things, and out there heading up the committee was a woman, her sister, so they 

were playing leading roles in that sense. And then, see, one of the things about the moratorium, I 

think, was that Ramses (Noriega) and I were not part of any of the groups. We kind of came in 

under the radar, so to speak, so that we were beginning doing an organizing and getting things 

done, putting things together, and we weren't jacketed neither by the police or by this group or 

this section or faction or this or that. But then our girlfriends weren't from there, or his wife or 

whatever. We didn't have all those kind of connections, and so whatever came to us we worked 

with.  

 

So looking at it that way, which were the women that were the leaders? But you have to say that 

within the context that we were operating, once we were operating, the women left the Brown 



Berets. I had a picture here of the women's conferences, discussing-- here's a Chicana 

symposium that took place November 25th when I learned about there was a Chicano 

moratorium. Here are the Brown Beret women up in the front row. I don't know if you can see it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Two of them are in the picture of the Las A_____, and it's the same women two or three months 

later. So that the Women's Movement was moving in that direction. Let's say Ramses or I, and I 

think most of the other guys-- I don't know, because it wasn't part of our culture-- we weren't out 

there to hit on women. In fact, that wasn't part of the organizational mode, so that wasn't part of 

how we were operating.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you see people who were operating that way?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

You encountered people like that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You don't have to name any names.  

 

 
00:20:17 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. UMAS. "UMAS! UMAS!" kind of thing. That was something guys would talk about. You'd 

hear it. That wasn't my value system or way of operating. Sometimes I might not think that way, 

but, anyway, that's not the guy that my mom raised. There were different guys in different ways. 

So I don't want to necessarily comment on what I observed or thought or whatever. So I think 

that was there. So I think there was a certain style that we had or ethos or set of principles that at 

least was not as bad, let's say, on that question. I don't know. I have to think more about it, in a 

way.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you want to start moving into the moratorium now, or do you want to go back? We talked a 

little bit about your experience at Claremont.  

 

 
00:21:3600:23:5800:26:1600:28:2300:30:52 
 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, I may need to go back. Just a couple other things at UCLA, and we can go back at some 

point, maybe-- I'll think-- when maybe I talk more about intellectual influences. But there were 

some classes that I took that were like elective classes. Like, I took maybe it was one or two 

units on acting. In the theater arts department, I remember doing Oscar Wilde's The Importance 

of Being Earnest. Well, anyway, "(unclear), I shall not offend you." (Laughs). Anyway, then I 

took a journalism class and I took a magazine-writing class. Robert Kirsch at that time was the 

L.A. Times book reviewer, and I had a kind of good relationship with him, and writing. So I got 

a little bit of knowledge and thinking, and I did pretty well in those things and, actually, I hung 

around the Bruin. In fact, my constituency, if any, was the Daily Bruin.  

 

In Kerckhoff Hall, I hung out more on the bottom floor, although later on I had an office upstairs 

when I was a commissioner, the Experimental College, but then I would hang out, go play Hearts 

or whatever with people. But then I did up on Kerckhoff Hall, so my dealing with political issues 

and then dealing with the press, which I'd done a lot of my work on, and then just working with 

words. I'd been a spokesperson and stuff. Anyway, those are also important parts of the 

background I thought I'd mention. I just remembered that. I wasn't taking them to necessarily 

prepare myself for anything, but I had an interest in that, so that was one of the things that 

happened. But, yes, back to the moratorium on the aspect of the fear, but beforehand, and maybe 

I spoke to this earlier, but I noticed, like in Moctesuma Esparza, the second time I guess he got 

indicted for the Biltmore case, when people were going to harass Reagan giving a speech on 

education and then some of the Berets' provocateurs had got something about a fire in an 

elevator. Anyway, so then a whole bunch of people were planning to go there and maybe heckle 

Reagan were arrested for this thing, like they were going to blow him up or something. I thought 

it kind of had a negative impact on him, and he had just picked up-- there was a little lag, so in 

refusing induction, one of the things is let's let them take us to jail, then take us to jail. I'm going 

to refuse induction. If they're going to put me in jail, that also could be a reason to-- well, let's 

say, "Hey, Rosalio is in jail and we've got to work harder on this issue," that kind of approach.  

 

Now, I wish at that time I would have thought through more on the whole gamut of nonviolent 

theory and action and other things. I don't know if I would have gone for it. It wasn't quite that 

place spiritually, although I had a leaning in that direction. But in any event, that was part of the 

thought of the whole how we dealt with the draft issue and the issue of machismo, so that was 

also a part of the thinking that we had. I think Ramses' experiences with the farm workers and 

the boycott and pulling people together, because he'd gone out to other towns and went and 

talked to unions of whites and blacks and everything else, and they voted overwhelmingly to stop 

the grapes in their town, and went out and did things about it and had that experience, so that 

those kind of tactics that we used were a little different from the Eastside tactics, and then there 

was a little bit of distance. Now, for myself, I came up in the Eastside, in a sense. When I was, 

like, one to two, three years old, we lived over on Rowan and 5th Street and then we lived in the 

Maravilla Projects, and I was baptized at Soledad Church there in Maravilla. And so I have some 

very, very old memories of the first time going to a movie was at the Floral (phonetic) Drive-in 

or going to a Jewish guy's store on Brooklyn Avenue and looking and buying shoes through this 

thing, it was like an x-ray, and you could see where your toes were so you're getting a shoe that 

fits and all that, and watching TVs outside the windows and stuff in East L.A., and then in 

Lincoln Heights, which was a changing community and becoming more Mexican and all of this.  



 

So I was, in a sense, raised there and had those sense of it, but I was not of it like others that then 

went on and went to Garfield or went to Stevenson and Garfield, or Hollenbeck and Roosevelt, 

or Breed Street, and all of this. I mean, I went to Avenue 21 in Gates, but then I didn't go on to 

junior high at Lincoln or Nightingale. I went to Luther Burbank and Franklin. But I did have that 

and I think as I became active, we took the movement, that was where the lead was going to be, 

that's what was moving the people, and that's where we're going to place the moratorium in what 

we're doing. As we went through it, like I think I mentioned a little bit, we're raising the antiwar 

issue, and you're building it within the movement and where that's at, I began noticing that there 

was more power at UCLA, even in the student government, than I could see in any of the 

organizations or collection or organizations in East L.A. And I said, "My god, what can we do 

about that?" Then a year later, when I'm interviewed about the L.A. Times right after the 

moratorium for an article-- I think I have it here. Where do I have this? Yes, this article here in 

the L.A. Times Sunday magazine and it's about students that recently graduated and what they're 

doing now, and then here I am in the middle of this and I'm saying, "What we're doing here will 

take years. We are going to build a political base of community power so that although our aim 

at the start of the moratorium, we're going to go move the thinking of our movement nationwide 

in terms of the war and attitudes toward the military."  

 

Then so that was what we were doing and then within the definition of the Chicano Movement, 

and then I get more involved. I'm also looking at the politics of East L.A., and you're organizing 

it on this issue, but then it starts building in your mind, well, what are other components of that 

power besides consciousness around the war and stuff? Then the women's question and other 

questions, the police question or the housing question or these other things could come into your 

mind. But a year later I have those thoughts, and so those things began to come into the 

moratorium so that by the time we could see that what we set out to do in the moratorium from 

August, when I get my draft notice, and we start talking about what we want to do on the issue 

and we go and do it, and then you could see six, eight months later down the line, and all of a 

sudden we're thinking about August 29th, and Fresno's having a moratorium and San Francisco's 

having a moratorium and this one and that one and others are planned. The committee's starting 

to come together and we're deciding on the route and all of this. Then what do we begin to do? 

We began to come into it. In the character of the moratorium, I think if you begin thinking about 

it in those terms and how we were thinking and then developing what was happening, and I think 

that actually the unity that was generating and how that coalesced and moved forward the Youth 

Movement and the Community Movements in bringing them together, there's a vision of what 

happens when the youth comes out to college. Well, then you have these huge demonstrations or 

you have this more massive mobilization and strengthening of the whole Community Movement 

happening. I think others began to see that, and they probably were thinking about it and doing 

the things when you start looking at the whole history of development that was happening, of the 

development of the Chicano community, Mexican American community.  

 

So I just want to give that, so in talking about it, we don't lose sight of it. But your question, in a 

way, about the women's question, in a way, how you began looking at questions, well, I think 

that came a little bit later in the thing. Here I'm responding to, well, there's this movement and 

we need to do all these kinds of things, and, well, here's the draft, and those of us in college and 

the other youth, how do we deal with the draft and how does it fit into the movement? And then 



what do we do to be part of the movement on this was how we were looking at things at that 

time.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

If you could list-- maybe you can't, but if you could list what was the most important issue facing 

the Chicano and Chicana community at the time, what would it be?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, analytically, now--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, at that time. Try to take yourself back to 1968.  

 

 
00:32:29 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, see, I wasn't that aware of the community. I had some awareness, but it was more 

intellectual and then some from my youth, the young age, and then having some view of what 

young guys were up against, guys that were little kids on the block when I was living in Lincoln 

Heights and now they're in San Quentin and I'm over here at UCLA. And for the grace of God, 

what is it that does that? And so I wasn't making that judgment.  

 

In a sense we're saying, well, we're going to just be this part of the movement because we know 

that all kinds of young men are facing that war. I'm facing it, this one's facing it, this guy in the 

barrio's facing it, and I'm getting out of UCLA as president and I'm facing it. And how do we 

look at it? But I don't want to face it just from here because then I'll get out of it and there'll be 

another Chicano taking my place, and I want to do something as a Chicano. So I wasn't thinking 

that way. In other words, I guess when thinking in that sense, I said, well, no. We can take on 



this issue of, first, really, the draft, but also that, of course, interferes with the war. But how do 

we respond on the draft and how do we respond to chale no?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But your analysis and what Lorena Orabesa (phonetic) says is that you had this very strong 

critique of machismo. Can you talk to me about that? Was it really a strong critique of 

machismo? Did you really feel like there was some element of that?  

 

 
00:34:34 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we've been talking about it. In as much as the machismo was identified with going into the 

military service as the path for socioeconomic betterment, okay? Gil Cano then talking about 

how he went into the military and all of this and that was the way to go, and he felt good about it, 

and then as he came in touch with the moratorium and met me and this and stuff, he says, "And I 

realize I was just fucking myself, this whole military experience," and he wasn't even getting 

killed. It was before Vietnam that he went, but he thought that he was better off for it. And then 

others are just getting killed.  

 

So, yes, in that sense I remember when I refused induction, it was on this film. I hope we find 

this film. Susan Anderson was saying she thought they might get it, and my cousin-- well, 

anyway, if we're tracing down another copy. But in that film there's a guy that was filmed and 

interviewed there, and he's all kind of loaded, like he's been up all night with his buddies and he's 

going down to the Induction Center and getting drafted. And so people are there. My friend Neil 

Reichline, who'd been the editor of the Daily Bruin, is filming it and he's interviewing me, and 

then we're handing out leaflets. I guess he gets asked. He says, "I'm going to go over there and 

kill a lot of them. I'm going to kill a lot of them Viet Cong," which is a contrast to me. But that 

machismo was not good for our community or for the world or for anything else, in my mind. So 

that's a sense of it. In a way, I did have a sense that that response was really a defensive response 

and a victimization.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Are you talking about somebody who was also a Chicano?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, a Chicano guy. My brother knew him. He was from Happy Valley.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Is that an ideology at the time that you linked specifically to machismo in the Mexican sense of 

the word?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In the Chicano sense of the word.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

The Chicano sense of the word?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 
00:36:45 
 

ESPINO: 



 

Or did you have a broader understanding of that kind of military patriotism?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I identified it. I'm trying to think back, and I identified it with the fraternity jocks. There 

was a club at UCLA called the CALPS (phonetic), and they thought it was like a joke. It kind of 

was making fun of the stereotype but was of the stereotype of men. I hadn't read works on 

feminism, for example, and that whole thing. I hadn't read angles on the family and male-female 

relationships and patriarchy and matriarchy, so I didn't have those intellectual handles. I was 

barely getting the ones on institutional racism and thinking them through and moving with them. 

So, no, in that sense, but what was in our mind is that we needed to change the way of thinking 

of the Mexican community and, in particular, the male community and, in particular, the younger 

male that was out there fighting the war and getting killed. Part of that was the conviction that 

this was a bad war for the people of the world, the people of Vietnam, and the people of the 

United States, and we Chicanos in particular. And here we are kind of victimizing ourselves and 

our death rate is getting higher, and we have to do something about that because we are not 

really subjects in it and we're objects, and until we see that, we can't become subjects of it. I 

wasn't using those philosophical terms, in a sense, but I was thinking categorically something 

like that.  

 

 
00:38:58 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you a pacifist at that time, or what was your ideology as far as using arms to achieve your 

goals, or nonviolence versus violence?  

 

 
00:41:36 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I tended to be nonviolent, but I thought there were things that perhaps I could fight for, but 

I wasn't a fighter. I thought that there were more effective ways for me and ergo probably in 

society that you can do it, can bring about social change in other modes. I'd had that experience 

at the university once, getting involved in the Experimental College and all of those kinds of 

things, and then seeing things change at UCLA. It wasn't just a reformist thing. I think it was, 

also, hey, if people took some direct action assertively and got together to do things, you could 

work around it or struggle around it-- now I use that term. So I had that kind of an ideological 



approach and I could not imagine myself doing it violently. I didn't see any situations where that 

would make much sense. Because there were a couple of instances when Reagan was on the 

campus and there were people throwing rocks, I remember some of the MEChA guys and stuff, 

and I didn't. I just saw it happening and I just didn't see-- well, what good is that going to do? I 

don't know if I thought, "That's dumb." Maybe I did, but I just kind of suppressed it, because if I 

said it, it wouldn't help. So that's a memory I have about that kind of thinking. So maybe it was 

more pragmatic, whatever. I respected my friend Joe that went to prison and it had a powerful 

impact on me, still does. I saw him couple times the past couple of weeks. Hearing Jim Lawson 

(phonetic) speak on the anniversary of the assassination of King, we were sitting there together 

talking about all those same topics today.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

In some of my interviews about this period, people say or remember that there were guns around 

and that some of the men were armed and would bring weapons to meetings. Just in observation, 

they brought the weapons, not that they used them or anything like that. Do you remember 

anything like that in any of the moratorium meetings when you were-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

(laughs) Well, after August 29th, yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Not before?  

 

 
00:43:30 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Not before August 29th. Well, I don't think any of the guys that were active actually thought that 

way, were not in that sense. Now, some of the prison groups, LUCHA in particular, where that 

was happening, and you knew, and, okay, this guy is carrying or something else like that. 



Actually, I think that also the criminalization is something built out of the prison system, first 

and foremost, in many ways, and one of the things that came out of the movement was the 

Mexican Mafia, in a sense, and in a way, I think it was fostered, that type of stuff, as a way of 

dealing with that. You know, they did it to the Chinese, they did it to the Student Movements. 

Like grass and LSD and all of that, I think it was CIA, really, a way of dealing with the youth 

uprising in this country. I hadn't given it all that much thought in the Chicano Movement till 

years later. We'll get into maybe a few instances where I began thinking that way.  

 

But, yes, that was there and some of it was the carrying out of gang and drug-dealing things 

within the context of the movement. You're seeing the guy that's your rival here at this meeting 

and then you're going to deal with him there, or then maybe people are fighting over funding for 

this poverty program or that poverty program. I think it became even more prevalent later, but 

probably was going on at that time in that sense. So those were factors that were there. I wasn't 

part of that, you know. Then later on, as things got tougher, let's say after August 29th, I'd go 

into a meeting that things were happening, and there would be guys come around by my side. 

(Laughs) I remember Ed Bonilla doing that one meeting with the sheriffs and there's all these 

guys from the prison organizations that were critical of maybe how we were doing because we 

let the Communists there and all that. So there was those kinds of things, but I wasn't around that 

very much until all of that, and so I identify it more with that. But, yes, after a while, after 

August 29th, even more so, I think, there were more guns, there were people. The thought of 

urban guerilla theories were out and growing, and there were people that had those ideas, which I 

thought were ridiculous. I saw that there's a whole lot of other things that can be done to build 

power and to develop the community and things, and I didn't see where that was going to 

succeed or have much agency.  

 

 
00:46:03 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How about some of the speeches that were made that day? Not that day. I'm thinking of the 

march in the rain, the demonstration in the rain where (unclear), (unclear), and Alicia Escalante 

speak, and their rhetoric is very strong, is very powerful, is very challenging.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't know if Alicia's was.  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

Well, she said something like--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

"I'd rather have my kids die here than in Vietnam." I think (unclear) said another thing, but I 

don't--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Like fighting for the cause.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So that the implication of that, and I would have to ask Alicia herself what did she mean by those 

words when she said them, because we're just interpreting, but how did you feel about that 

position?  

 

 
00:47:5500:50:01 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, saying that is not saying, "I'd rather kill gringos than Vietnamese." She wasn't saying that, 

I think. She was a struggler, and then when the cops came after to arrest her, she kicked them in 



the balls. So, I mean, that's one of the things she was known for. Then she had a court order to 

keep her from-- but if they mess with you, you're going to mess back. She wasn't saying that, you 

know. Then Salazar died and he wasn't shooting at anybody. They were shooting at him. So I 

think that's more of what characterized what we were up against. Now, some people said, "Well, 

then if we're up against that, we should shoot back," and all of that. But that's another level of 

response in doing things. Again, that wasn't my ethos. That wasn't the people that were in the 

Moratorium Committee, and there were just a lot of other things that could be gotten done. Now, 

eventually, though, that did, and once women were not around, then that even became more 

prevalent in what was happening, I think. That's an observation.  

 

Then, on the other hand, I wasn't really tied to it. I remember one time-- I forget exactly when it 

was-- it must have been in the spring of '70, and David Sanchez wanted to speak to me, and so I 

went to his home. I think it was on (unclear). And he's sitting there cleaning a rifle, and I said, "I 

came here to talk. What's he doing cleaning a rifle?" And I said, "Well, that's his message. How 

stupid." That's what kind of my response was. Now, not as to guns, but one thing that was very 

clear in my mind on August 29th, standing on the stage and seeing the sheriffs coming in and 

seeing the panic right in front of us and people started fighting the sheriffs, and Ramses was even 

kind of saying, "Hold that line, in a way, he was saying, "Fight the sheriffs." And what 

happened, people have described it, and I couldn't see it all, but a lot of guys went out, not these 

young kids, but guys that had been on the Lincoln High football championship teams and stuff, 

or veterans from the services or maybe from the prisons got out there and started kicking some 

sheriffs' butt. And I said, "Well, thank goodness." That was self-defense, you know, a 

community kind of responding and people doing that. So I wasn't, "Oh, gee, we should all lay 

down and hold hands and sing ‘We Shall Overcome,'" which maybe if we had been prepared to 

do that, that might have been logical, but in that situation, I was very happy to see that going on.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

In reading some of the Jaime Pelayo's interpretation or his use of your oral histories and several 

other participants' oral histories, it seems like there was a sense that violence would occur among 

some people. Some people, like Ruben Salazar and some of the people close within your circle, 

knew that or had a fear that the police might come down or that there would be instigators, there 

would be somebody starting a riot.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. Well, yes.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How prepared were you or how strongly did you believe that that would happen?  

 

 
00:52:05 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I thought that there would be some incidents, probably, but my sense was, I was thinking 

about it and going through those files, and they had intelligence of people saying this and that 

and leaflets on how to make a Molotov cocktail going around, my sense, which I did not see at 

that time, but was that, no, that's not the mood of the community, that masses of people are going 

to be here and that's not what they want. And we will have enough leadership and things are 

organized, and that's just not going to happen. And that, in essence, was what had took place on 

the march. People did do some things that we didn't want to have happen, but they were dealt 

with and we kept going and we got there, and there was no big, huge incidents. There was things 

that were not good. There was some rocks thrown at sheriffs and some sheriffs' car windows that 

were broken, but then monitors came, pushed it away.  

 

But that's a part of the story that has to be, I think, now related and spoken to, and it'll make it 

difficult for some people, but I think that's the only way we can learn. Like even on Salazar's 

case, the sheriffs say, "Well, there were all these things happening, and that's why we had to be 

there and be scared and just shoot projectiles into a crowded bar, thinking it's going to hit the 

roof." You know. And on the call from some (unclear) guy in a red vest that said, "There's guns 

in there," we may find that that was not true, there wasn't such a guy, or maybe he was a plant 

and we may find-- who knows? There's a lot of Sherlock Holmeses out there looking for it now 

through those files. In terms of looking at those things and in terms of later knowing that-- 

(Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 
00:54:1000:56:2800:58:2101:00:14 
 



MUÑOZ: 
 

This is what the COINTELPRO program was about. Right after the moratorium, they brought 

the indictment to me on the draft and they didn't want my lawyer, and one of the reasons they 

didn't like my lawyer was not only because he was in all these cases and was winning cases, but 

some of these cases, even violent groups, like I think he did one with the Weather people in 

Seattle, but he was very good at getting FBI informants to say, "Yeah, well, I was the one that 

got the dynamite and brought it in with this group," and all that. And that was something that 

was happening all around the country in 1970.  

 

And then they were shooting people at Kent State and at Jackson State, and civil rights leaders 

and political leaders were being killed, and then a reporter was killed because they didn't like the 

press. So you have to look at those things in that, and you can't see that. They will throw up the 

smoke screen that the people were being violent. That's what they said at Kent State, that's what 

they said at Jackson State, and these shots were heard and those shots were fired. If you look 

through those files, they say, "Well, we heard this and we heard that," but you don't see anything 

much about finding cartridges or this, that, and the other. But I'm sure there was, probably, and it 

might have been from the sheriffs. You don't know who it was. You didn't hear of any cases 

going to trial with evidence. You could see they had a lot of intelligence units and a lot of kinds 

of things. They had these lists at the sheriff's-- I was looking at them the last few days-- of 100, 

200 people that were-- well, a lot of them were from the Communist Party that I met and got to 

know later on and a few that I knew at that time, and then there are people from the Trotskyites 

or people from the (unclear) group or people from this church, or people from this organization. 

So they got this whole long list of people that were marching. (Laughs) They had a lot of 

personnel or they took a lot of pictures and films, so they knew what was going on. And they 

have all this other stuff about taunts and threats of this Brown Beret or this person or that person 

saying that there was going to be this, that, and the other. I remarked on Facebook yesterday, 

well, you know, they knew all of this, and yet some of this was arising in one corner a few 

hundred yards away from everybody else. They drove all of that into the midst of the people and 

then they got their riot, which, later on, two hours later and two miles down the road was a cover 

for killing Salazar, or that's how the accident happened because of all the fear of all this stuff that 

came out of the people.  

 

And so that stuff was going on, so I think it's very important that we have to address those things. 

Now, me, I don't know a whole lot, because nobody was telling me. David Sanchez tells me forty 

years later, "Well, I didn't get involved with the moratorium or want to speak, and we didn't wear 

our berets because we felt something was going to happen and it was going to get blamed on us." 

That doesn't make that much sense to me. If he thought that, then why didn't he come talk to me, 

Rosalio? Don't show up either, or hide. Come on. But anyway, I think that, yes, that's a key 

question and it's a key question for youth today because there were the John Birches of the day, 

which were kind of a little bit marginalized. But we have the Teabaggers, which are essentially 

the same thing now that are not marginalized. And so it's these kinds of things. You have to be 

aware. Now there's more sophisticated things, but there's also more raw things out there too. So 

we have to know about these things as we're going in history, and I think we need to talk more 

about them. I haven't talked a whole lot about them because I'm not as privy, but now I think 

historically the context is set to talk a little bit more about some of those things happening and 



then to look in the aftermath of the moratorium of what were some of those things that are almost 

not part of the historical record that really ought to be.  

 

We have film and other things that were happening. For example, some people, like in the 

history of the moratorium when this guy Frank Martinez supposedly took over the leadership of 

the moratorium over me-- right, right-- but somehow or other, two months later, we'll have 

10,000 people, and I'm leading the thing protesting police brutality. How does that happen when 

we disappeared? The moratorium disappeared in some histories. Then we had a march from 

Calexico to Sacramento, ending with about five, seven thousand people that somehow we 

disappeared. But to understand that is a very complex whole story of what transpired because, 

like, one of the things that transpired-- let me get in the thought, and we can go back to these 

things; we are racing ahead, in a sense-- was that the Nixon administration finally was 

implementing its program. You can even see it in the group TELACU (The East Los Angeles 

Community Union) was a community union at one point and then began, later on, to an 

economic development corporation. I think that began happening afterwards, after they said, 

"We don't have any more demonstrations." There was tremendous things. "If people come to 

demonstrations from an agency, they're going to lose their federal funds." I think all of that kind 

of stuff was happening, and then there was a lot of affirmative action, too, more opportunities in 

the schools and whatever, because they didn't want that many people to be out on the streets, 

whether with Rosalio (Muñoz) and Ramses (Noriega) in East L.A. or Jose Angel (Gutierrez) 

over here or Corky (Gonzales) in Denver or whatever.  

 

So that was part of another thing that was happening, and that the whole federal part, the whole 

ending of the Poverty Program, because you're looking at these files and then I think you had the 

march. In those files you see-- I barely remember. I remember part of it, that the City Council 

was attacking the Poverty Program for being subversive, and then all of a sudden there was a 

letter of the city council president, Art Snyder, to Nixon that the Poverty Program is supporting 

militant subversive activities. It was Ed Bonilla they're talking about, too, in the Lincoln Heights 

map, most of anything else. Somewhere around March-- and it was covered by Salazar-- this guy 

Thoms, T-h-o-m-s, LAPD sergeant, I think, is testifying before a Senate Subcommittee on 

Subversive Groups, like TELACU and the Mexican American Unity and the Southwest Council 

of La Raza and Father Luce and this and that, and all these things were subversive. So already 

this whole thing, and I'm sure it was happening all around the country. They're sitting and they 

were violence-prone, and even right around August 29th, they were-- Nixon gave a speech about 

the world situation and violence, and he says, "Well, there's all these elements that want 

violence, and what happens in the world? The outcome will be decided by how this all comes 

out."  

 

 
01:02:07 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Are we talking March 1969?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, we're talking 1970.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

March 1970.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

March 1970. We can go look.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I just wanted to make sure we're there.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There we are. Okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

This was after the moratorium.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Oh, because it was August 1970.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's right. I wanted to ask you before I forget this thought, is in speaking with Congressman 

Esteban Torres, he remembers going to the police and trying to set up a plan of action to prevent 

any violence. Can you talk to me about those meetings when you met before the marches with 

the police officer delineating your path and how you wanted to approach it? Can we talk about 

that?  

 

 
01:03:36 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you know, I'd have to remember. There were so many things going on. Well, yes, I 

remember a number of things, and we told him where we were going to march and when we're 



going to do and to have your sheriffs there. And one of the things that they never did was to set 

up these sawhorses where you get into the park to keep people going on towards Indiana and so 

that they wouldn't amble in, in all kinds of ways, but could more orderly go in. And they were 

not there when we got to the park, and so people went a little further by the liquor store and other 

places, and it was harder to get into the park as fast as we were.  

 

We set up the situation that they used as the pretext for going into the march, and there's a whole 

set. We can go back to what the sheriff's records were, but we were just going to tell him what 

we were going to do, because we weren't going to do anything bad. So we just said, "Yeah, we're 

going to move here, we're going to move there, and we're going to want to set up water bottles 

here for people to drink," and all that kind of thing. Now, there were different times, and I don't 

know which Esteban was relating. Now, Esteban was one of the people-- I signed the permit and 

he signed the permit, so he was the permit guy. So in a sense they would go to him, and then he 

might say, "Go talk to Rosalio," or he might say some things or whatever. But for the January 

31st march, and I think even David Sanchez was there, but I met with Picthes and I met with 

Chief (Edward M.) Davis, and we talked over having-- because it was a much hotter thing on 

January 31st than August 29th.  

 

 
01:05:06 
 

ESPINO: 
 

But in your mind, did you want to just explain to them what you were doing, or did you want to 

prevent any violent eruption? What were you thinking when you decided to deal with the police 

officers on this level?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, everybody was calling for-- that's just getting back now to the whole January 1971, and 

there's a lot of intervening things that some of them are not that well known.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

This is before August 29th?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, after August 29th.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

There was no meeting before August 29th with the police?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no. We met with Captain Pinkston (phonetic). I met with Captain Pinkston of the East L.A. 

Sheriff's Station and then some of their people. I met with Ruben Salazar to tell him what we 

were going to do, so he could plan around to do his cameras, and this was kind of like that. You 

know, so they were granting us a permit, and so, yeah sure, we're going to cooperate and do this, 

that, and the other. And these were the local cops of where a national demonstration was going to 

take place, so that was kind of what I didn't-- and the moratorium, of course, was not on the issue 

of police brutality. Now, the subsequent demonstrations that was a major part of the substance of 

what it was all about, so that was a difference. So, you know, you have to know the chronology 

of where these things--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Exactly.  

 

 
01:06:46 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

And I don't know specifically what the remembrances of Esteban, because he and I were 

involved increasingly in different things. But if your question is about they were the "pigs" and 



did you like dealing with the pigs, or what is that, I don't know. I'm just characterizing is that 

what you're trying to get at in the question, or are you just trying to get what happened?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm just trying to get at what were you thinking. I'm trying to get at an understanding of if you 

were afraid that there might be violence so you wanted to talk to the police--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not at all.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- to prevent it.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Or if you were just explaining to them, "This is what we're doing. We got a permit," or if you 

were forced to do it because it was just part of the protocol.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

"This is what we are doing because there was a permit."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What I'm talking about is violence, because in my thinking--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I wasn't thinking there was going to be violence.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

In my thinking, 1968, you had the repression of the students who were walking out.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

So was that in your mind? And then you have all these, like, you (unclear).  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, then they had a lot more people. There was going to be adults, there was going to be whites 

and blacks. We had the support of MAPA. We had the support of the UAW. We had the support 

of churches and different other things.  

 

 
01:07:48 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You weren't afraid of police repression? That's what I'm asking.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, no.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you afraid that the police were going to--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I wasn't.  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- come down hard on--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I wasn't.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

-- the protesters?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I wasn't. Maybe I should have been. Maybe if we would have thought a little more about 

Kent State and Jackson State and all of that, but we were thinking about changing the minds of 

our people and bringing more opposition to the war and noncooperation to the war in Vietnam on 

the part of our community and the movement. We saw that as the major vehicle for doing that 

and we thought we could get it done. So that's how we were looking at it, and maybe it was 

(unclear), but we were in America. So where do we go from here?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, now that we're clear, because you're trying to interpret my questions rather than just--  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I-- no. Okay.  

 

 
01:09:03 
 

ESPINO: 
 

No, I wasn't insinuating that you were speaking with the pigs and why were you speaking with 

the pigs. So then let's talk about-- I don't know. Do you want to start with the first march, the 

march in the rain? What was that like for you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The first march was not the march in the rain.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Which one was the first one?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

December 20, 1970. No, '69.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Right, okay.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

December 20th. Well, I have to kind of give what happened. You know, I refused induction.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes, we talked about that.  

 

 
01:10:5701:12:5301:14:3801:16:5001:18:4501:20:4201:22:5501:25:1601:27:1201:29:1601:31:3501:33:3301:35:51 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. And then I went in. They postponed me. I was working. We made a film of that, refusing 

induction that we were going to use to talk to people. We were beginning to feel out where we 

could get people, maybe get a lawyer, and I was still working. Then I was called to go to the 

draft board and I went in speaking English, speaking Spanish, and with a tape recorder, and they 

abruptly closed the meeting. Ramses went with me to translate. He has a very broken, almost 

accented-- not necessarily broken English. He was masters in an academic scholarship to UCLA, 

but he could speak that way, and I'm the more smooth-talking, articulate guy. But I'm speaking 

Spanish, which I do more haltingly, as haltingly my Spanish to his English, let's say, so that was 

kind of funny. But then they wouldn't allow that or the tape recorder and they bring in a clerk 

and a young, I would imagine, Chicana that wasn't a translator, but she did a good job. They said, 

"Well, Mr. Muñoz." I told them, "What you're doing here is genocide and it's part of all this 

happening to our people." And he said, "Well, we're just here doing what the regulations say."  

 

So I said in Spanish, and she translated, "That's what the Nazis said at Nuremberg," and then 

they called it off. I guess they were so pissed or whatever, they just-- and that had something 

later on in my trial that had some import we won't go in now. And then soon after that, I quit my 

job because people would ask me, "Well, what's going to happen to all these kids you're starting 

to contact and talk to in the colleges? Then all of a sudden you're in jail come the spring, and it's 

time to get them into the college. What's going to happen to the program?" I said, "Well, yeah, 

that's true. Maybe I'd better go." So I quit and then was going to work full-time in East L.A., 

which is probably towards the end of October. And I'd already gone to Chicago in the earlier part 

of October and had-- it was a nice job, you know, and there was a big expense account, and I was 

able to get Ramses a flight. So we (unclear) in, and my roommate was the recruiter for African 

Americans. He said, "Okay, we got room here," and so we had a big room. Anyway, instead of 

going to this conference, we-- it was a real amazing lesson in organizing. Ramses just opened the 



Chicago phone book and started calling Spanish surnames till we found out who or what was 

happening in the movement in Chicago, and then we went out and saw them and stuff, and made 

a link with-- there was a guy there, C.G. Strather (phonetic). They called him Fred at that time. 

(Sigfredo) Aviles was in jail for the draft and was going to be coming out. "Well, then when he 

gets out, you should get in touch with him and connect," and we did a little bit later on.  

 

So when Aviles was going out, reaching out in Chicago, we had-- I don't know if I mentioned it. 

I think I went through it, but before I refused induction, we had gone up and down the state of 

California talking to all these different leaders, Ralph Guzman and all. We went through that. 

Okay, so we have that on tape. So now that's the first national thing, and then I quit my job and I 

wound up talking with Joe Razo. And I don't know how, but I got an office at the Euclid Center, 

where Reverend Antonio Hernandez had his office, and he was the chair of the Congress of 

Mexican American Unity, which also had funding from Southwest Council of La Raza, which is 

now National Council of La Raza. There was this empty Presbyterian Church-- he was 

Presbyterian too-- the Euclid Center, which was like a big meeting place in Boyle Heights for the 

community, the movement. Anyway, so I had a little desk and I had a little bit of my money from 

my job that would have been pretty good, and Joe Razo had another desk, but he also had one 

with La Raza office. But he was doing a number of the-- and he began introducing me to some 

community groups. But sometime right around the beginning he got me to go, in later November, 

to a national Chicano conference of the Presbyterians. I'll get to it.  

 

Before then, I started now working full-time in East L.A., and this is when I noticed that there 

wasn't the power that there was and I thought the architecture here is cemeteries and freeways. 

This is what you see being built more than (unclear). And starting to do that, then how do we 

bring attention to what's going on? Well, you have a fast, so I started a fast. I think it was 

supposedly-- it was November 12th. Now, one of the things that was happening, I wasn't quite on 

to it, I was shifting gears, and it wasn't until after I had met with the draft on October 20th, but 

October 15th was the moratorium, the national moratorium, and there was one sector of the 

Peace Movement. Nixon was now in office, so this guy-- I think his name was Sam Brown-- was 

a brilliant young political organizer and had been on the campaign, I think in '68 with McCarthy, 

or maybe Kennedy, but I think it was with McCarthy. Anyway, they were organizing. Their idea 

was to have demonstrations, moratoriums in as many major towns and cities in the country 

nationwide, rather than having big ones, just one or two big ones to do that, and so that was what 

the term "moratorium" came from. They used the term "a moratorium," you know, just like 

before the protests they called it a sit-in because it sounded less confrontational or whatever, or a 

moratorium. So it was the term then and so it was all over the place and that became the term. So 

the whole country was moving against it, and on November 15th there were two national 

demonstrations, one in San Francisco and one in Washington, D.C.  

 

So now I was working full-time, no money, no grants or anything, but full-time, and I got invited 

to go there to speak to that-- they probably requested it. I don't know exactly. I began working 

with the Peace Action Council, Delfino Varela, who was a member of the Communist Party. He 

said, "The thing to do is hook up with the Peace Movement here in L.A.," and I did. We began to 

deal with them. So I got on the list to speak, and we went up there, Ramses and I, I guess. Miguel 

(unclear) recalls going, so we probably took a couple of the guys, well, from either UMAS 

UCLA or UMAS in Claremont because now I had those two. I had been working in Claremont 



and had relationships. Once I refused induction, people supported it from there and they knew 

me. We went up and we stayed with Armando Valdez, who was a movement leader in Oakland, 

because the march was across the Bay in San Francisco and he was one of the contacts we made 

earlier. On Saturday was the demonstration. Well, that Friday there was a big conference in 

Hayward State, and somehow we got there. I guess we were driving up that afternoon or 

daytime. We got there in the evening and were not scheduled to speak, but they put me on to 

speak. I remember kind of being there, but I don't remember Ernesto Vigil and his book on the 

Crusade for Justice, and I understand that there's some tapes somewhere with it. But I got up and 

I spoke, and I said, "We need to have a Chicano moratorium."  

 

Now, November 15th was being called a moratorium. That wasn't the name of it, but the term 

"moratorium" got so popularized by what happened in the bill that what had happened the month 

before on October 15th had become that. "So we need a Chicano moratorium." Apparently, 

David Sanchez, when he saw TV on October 15th, he said, "We should have a Chicano thing 

like that. I could see us organizing one." Anyway, the first time it's mentioned anywhere 

publicly, I said it. I don't remember saying it. Ramses and I probably were talking about it. But I 

remember after going to this march, it was quite an experience, a quarter million people, and I 

remember climbing on to the stage because it had been erected-- it was wood and you go up 

these steps, and dancing on the stage is the cast of Hair or the West Coast cast of Hair. You 

know, "There's the sunshine," or whatever. Wow! Some beautiful women, too, you know, and 

dancing. And then you look up and there's 250,000 people out there. So I got to speak, but I was 

way till the end. Dolores Huerta was one of the emcees, and they were all getting together-- you 

could see kind of over here they were thinking of closing it out early because it was getting-- 

well, it wasn't early. It was probably running way behind schedule, and you could even see some 

people were making little fires to keep warm, you know, off in the thing. So they came up and 

they asked Buffy Sainte-Marie, who was over nearby where I was, and says, "Can you start 

singing and close out the thing?" She says, "Oh, yeah," she says, "but not until this little guy over 

here speaks."  

 

I was on a fast, so I was real thin, thinner. And so they had me go up and speak, and then I gave a 

little bit of, like, my genocide rap and ended it with the part about, "And I will not serve until the 

Department of Defense starts boycotting grapes, the largest consumer of California table grapes 

stops buying the grapes." Oh, man, everybody-- that was something everybody was familiar 

with, not maybe so much the statistics of Chicanos dying, although they might have known a 

little bit about it, but they certainly knew the farm workers at that point. I remember finishing, 

and Dolores runs up and gives me this huge hug for having ended on that, that note. We went 

home at Armando's house and there was a group of us sitting in the living room watching the 

TV, and they had Senator Wayne Morris speaking and getting booed, they had David Hilliard 

cussing everybody out, of the Black Panthers, and there was an Indian chief with the war bonnet, 

and no Chicanos on TV. This was a national broadcast. So we said, "Here's everybody in the 

country is knowing about the Peace Movement and how it relates to them, but not us. We've got 

to have our own demonstrations." You know, it just was-- I mean, we talked about that as we 

were doing that. So we came back to L.A., I guess that night or Sunday, and the Tuesday I had a 

second calling to go to the draft board. This time I went, I'm on a fast. I didn't walk inside this 

time. I said, "Well, they might turn me down or whatever." In the article I think I said something 

like "If Nixon wants this war, he should send his daughters." And now when I saw that, for years 



I didn't like it, but people seemed to like it. But I didn't want his daughters to go either, you 

know. I didn't want anybody to go.  

 

In the end of the article in the L.A. Times, I guess came out November 19th, Ramses is quoted, 

"People are talking about having Chicano moratoriums." So the idea was out, and I think it was 

just an idea whose time had come. The whole country was, and it was time we did it, too, all 

over. So that weekend, then, the 21st of November, I flew over to Kansas City to this nationwide 

Chicano kind of discussion of activists sponsored by the Presbyterian Church. I flew over with 

Joe Razo and Oscar Acosta, and I had my film. A little sidenote about we're up there, I guess 

somewhere in an attic or upstairs, and it's kind of crowded, and some guy comes up and I think 

he was from Clover because my brother knew those guys. It's Lincoln Heights, and later on I 

knew a lot of guys from there. But the guy says, "Hey, I want to know what's happening here. 

And where are the heavies?" you know, the strong leaders, the real-- and Oscar says, "We're 

right here." I said, "Oh, my god." (Laughs) But I remember, well, one, Cesar came there and he 

gave this speech, and I remember in his speech he said, "If you want social change, you have to 

move the masses of people, and if you're going to move the masses of people, you have to work 

at it full-time. So if you're going to college and you want justice, you have to move the masses of 

people, you have to work full-time, you should quit college. If you've got a job," and he said the 

same thing, "then you've got to quit the job. And if you're married," hunched his shoulders like 

that, which is what I was doing, you know.  

 

I think we marched across the bridge to the other side into Missouri and picketed a Safeway, I 

think, or whatever the big store was. But I did a workshop and I showed the film that I had and I 

signed up people. There were people later on I got to know that were from San Antonio and they 

were from Mayo and they were from the Crusade for Justice and they were from the Alianza in 

New Mexico and from UMASes. I guess MEChAs were just starting then, from the Bay Area, 

because I remember holding onto the signup sheet and the phone numbers as we began to use it 

later on to mobilize around the moratorium. I met-- one of the guys there was Roberto "Bob" 

Elias, was from L.A., and he was just so excited and he'd seen me when I refused induction. 

Actually, I guess I was on a lot of the TV stations. And then later on, on the Channel 28 station 

there was a Chicano newsmagazine that Jesus Treviño did, Ahora, and he interviewed me right 

after I had refused. Turns out we had the same draft board, and he had his C.O. application in as 

well. I didn't know that, really, until I read his book, his autobiography. So Bob was really like 

that, so we got Ahora. I guess he had been traveling around for this and seeing things happen. So 

he said, "We've got to talk to Corky and we've got to have-- ." And we were already thinking 

along these lines nationally, but he had all this-- and so the next week there was a meeting, a 

statewide conference in New Mexico, in Albuquerque. So he was going to go there with some of 

Corky's people and stuff. We were going to be driving from Kansas City over there, rather than 

going home, and then he was going to go there. And he says, "You should go to that."  

 

I said, "Well, if you can set it up. Then we should think about being in touch with Corky." So 

then we were and he was, and so I go back to New Mexico the next week, but I'll get back to that 

later. So all of a sudden we have a third guy that's running around Aztlán here doing stuff. So 

then I go back from there, from this Kansas City thing, to L.A., and there's this Women's 

Conference, and I've shown you the picture. And then they announced there's being that. At that 

time-- and I told a little of this story-- my mom wanted us all to go see her mother, who was my 



grandmother, in Tucson. Most of us went, except for my younger brother, who was overseas in 

Guam with the navy. So I told that story about how my uncle was in Vietnam, my parents' case 

about me with my long hair not eating my aunt's food, that they're slaving over the stove or 

whatever, and my grandmother tells me I look real Mexican. I have dark eyes. Anyway, then that 

was New Mexico. But I hear now all of a sudden there's a Chicano moratorium, and I guess 

Ramses went to their meeting because I was busy traveling to this meeting. So there's starting to 

be plans for having a Chicano Moratorium in East L.A., and I go to this one. There we laid the 

basis, besides showing the movie and getting more people interested and that, we kind of firmed 

up, yeah, we're going to have the next weekend another meeting in Denver of people or contacts 

that come from Kansas City and this meeting and that we're already there. Then we get in touch 

with people in the northern thing.  

 

So I come back that week and then I go to a meeting for the first Chicano Moratorium. And then 

by that time a date is set, December 20th, and the things are going on. I'm not involved with that. 

I'm involved in building the network nationally with different people. Then I go to the second 

meeting, and David is running that meeting and Ramses deals with a part of it, and they're doing 

reports and (unclear) reports on how they're raising funds from the merchants and all of this, a 

very impressive meeting. At that meeting I meet Gonzolo Javier, who became an organizer when 

he wasn't working with the moratorium and-- what's her name-- Sandoval. She was a teacher, 

was involved in helping the walkouts and then got onto TV programs, Alicia Sandoval, and a 

number of people at that meeting, and so I was very impressed. But then that next weekend we 

go to Denver. Gosh, I think Bert helped me get some money. Poly Baca let us use her credit card 

and buy some tickets. Abe Tapia never came through with the money. Anyway, so I know about 

six or seven went. Al Juarez went, Percy Duran went. He had been volunteering to get draft 

counseling. He was a law student at that time at UCLA. Javier Galvez, who was the student 

activist and leader from Claremont, and Miguel Raura (phonetic) went, was an activist at UCLA, 

MEChA. Bob Elias was there; actually, Puerto Rican from Chicago, (unclear); and then there 

were a lot of Corky's people, people from Northern Cal, some people from Texas and New 

Mexico. Not a huge thing, but maybe there were thirty of us or forty that were there.  

 

I remember that's when I met Corky. I might have seen him-- I had seen him at UCLA in 

February of '68, and maybe at Hayward. I don't remember seeing him. I guess I got on stage after 

he had spoken at San Francisco, but here's this guy, really just wonderful guy. He's a little short, 

but he's powerful, and tremendous presence and just so welcoming, and dega brasos (phonetic) 

and all of that. We met and talked over a number of things, but basically the agreement was that 

we needed to have a national plan for national activities, but that we should go ahead, have the 

moratorium that we were going to be doing, and be looking towards the next youth conference 

that was going on in the end of March, and at that point we would all come back together and 

have a peace or antiwar workshop and there work out, with the consent of the conference, what 

to do. And that's actually what happened, but we'll get back to that. So we had that in Denver and 

then we came back to L.A., and then Bob came back and we were working to help build this 

moratorium. Ramses had been at some of the beginnings, so I don't know the whole story of how 

things went. I was coming in not as an integral full part of that because I had been traveling all 

over the place, but it was endorsed by, like, our conference and the groups that were at the 

conference in Denver. It was a fabulous march, that first demonstration. I do know now.  

 



I was involved in writing the press release, along with what Gonzalo Javier, because I can see his 

words and my words. He's from Guatemala and very kind of formal that way in his Spanish, and, 

of course, much better than mine, and I was writing in English, so I remember doing that part. 

The phone numbers on the list, they had the Beret number, but actually it was the Free Clinic, 

and then there was my office phone number at Euclid Center on the press release and on the 

leaflet. Gloria designed the thing. I didn't know who, but you could see the handwriting and 

recognize it. Then David put in kind of the part about those dying-- he tells me that-- and then 

Gloria remembers it on the flier. Gloria, along with Reverend Hernandez to get the permit, they 

wanted to march on Brooklyn, which is now Cesar Chavez, from the county line, the Cinco 

Puntos, and the Cinco Puntos is where there are the monuments to those that died in Korea and 

World War II, and also plaques about the Medal of Honor and other medal winners from East 

L.A. So that concept was already there. We were not putting down our veterans. We were proud 

of our veterans, but we didn't need the racism that we had gotten either despite that and then 

these high death rates that we have in Vietnam. So that was the starting point, and we marched to 

Obregon (phonetic) Park, who was a Medal of Honor winner on that, but they didn't let us on the 

main street. We had to go on this little side street, and, ironically, I remember going by, and there 

was a little Protestant church and there was a wedding going on there. It was a Saturday, so that's 

premonition or whatever of August 29th, when there was another wedding that came in from the 

big Catholic church.  

 

I thought it was kind of small. I said, "Oh, gosh, there's not that many people." (Unclear), I 

always do it. Then when I was a reporter, I had an excuse. I'd run around the demonstration and 

trying to count and see who's there and figure it out and all this, and I must have been doing that 

then, even when I wasn't a reporter. But I ran ahead to see, and as you're coming towards the 

park on Michigan, there's about a 7,500-yard slope downwards and it filled up. The march filled 

the whole thing up and it was well over 1,000, maybe 2,000 people, and it was so thrilling to see. 

It was all raza in the middle of East L.A., just beautiful, you know. And I spoke. I forget what I 

spoke. I remember a Mr. Dominguez, who his family had been beaten up by the police, so it was 

one of the big police brutality-- Alicia Escalante spoke and others. I remember Oscar because he 

was quite (unclear). We were sitting there on the baseball field. I don't know the sense of his 

whole speech, I don't know, but I remember he says, "And here we are in this dirt," because 

we're all sitting in the infield, you know. (Laughs) He had his way of being dramatic. That's just 

a memory of that. But it was, in everybody's mind, a success. Looking back on it, in a way it was 

the movement in East L.A., but countywide. There hadn't been that much time, so there were 

MEChAs, but there wasn't that much of a MEChA, and they didn't have the banners. At the next 

one there would be banners, and you could see, and the next one would be more statewide and 

bigger.  

 

 
01:37:57 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Who decided what the lineup would be? Who decided who would speak?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't know. I think Juan Gomez Quinoñes was, like, an emcee, Joe Silva (phonetic). I was not 

involved in that part of it. I was one of the speakers and then I was one of the people that in the 

last couple of weeks was out mobilizing. But there were people from Denver that came, two or 

three, and there were some that we brought. I'm sure Ramses did some mobilizing along with 

everybody else, and then Bob did some mobilizing, but he had been away. So it was a success.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What was your strategy to get people there? How did you mobilize your specific-- ?  

 

 
01:40:09 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My specific strategy? Well, I don't know. I think I got on the phone because that's how you try to 

get phone numbers, and who do you call and try to get other people to go, but I really don't recall 

that much what the strategy was on doing those things, because immediately after-- well, one of 

the things that was going on at that point was people were also mobilizing for Católicos por la 

Raza, and then also I had been invited to go speak at the statewide Texas MAYO thing starting 

the day after Christmas, so I was still in that mode. This was going to be New Mexico, Arizona, 

northern and southern California, Colorado, and then Texas. So that was still to happen. I don't 

really recall. Even though I had an office in East L.A. and was beginning to do some things there 

and had gotten to some groups, there was the MEChAs, still UCLA, Claremont, family, and stuff 

was developing.  

 

So then I went to Texas and I can talk about that if you want me to. Anyway, that's that first 

moratorium that we had, and you could see the movement was supporting this almost whole hog. 

The Chicano Movement rallied, and its core and more were there at the moratorium.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



Well, let's just stay there for a few minutes and talk about what did you learn from that first 

demonstration or March. I don't know how-- the first moratorium. What did you learn from that, 

that you could improve on for the future?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you needed more time and you had to work at it. You needed to reach out more to the 

campuses because there was a more (unclear) community thing, where things that needed to 

happen. What I found was people liked what I had to say. There were other things, and to a 

certain degree, things that I was saying was speaking overall, because part of my rap then, in the 

September 16th talk, a little about welfare, talked a little bit about police brutality, talked about 

how all of these things added to the draft and the economic situation of young men and the 

military. So, no, it wasn't necessarily doing better. It's just, "Let's do more. Let's reach out, more 

outreach, more growth. Keep going." And then there is the whole thinking of a national kind of 

thing because a few days later I'm in Texas.  

 

 
01:42:16 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you think you made any mistakes with that first attempt?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

(laughs) No, I don't think we made any mistakes. We were perfect. (Espino laughs). I guess I 

could have spoke in Spanish. No, really, you know. Oh, one other thing. I was interviewed on 

TV. Danny Villanueva, I think, was doing-- but I remember we were talking, and then there was 

some guy on the side who was real cynical. He was about my age or whatever. He started talking 

against immigrants. That just blew my mind and it stuck in my mind, too, that there's people that 

that's a line that they-- I hadn't even thought of that. But I was quite excited, and then there was, 

well, am I going to go to Católicos por la Raza, and I said, "No, I'm not really into the Catholic 

thing. I'm doing this and I'm going to Texas," so that's what I did. So, no, I don't think that, 

thinking over, I think I kind of assumed there would be more things. Then when I went to Texas, 

the flight had to stop in San Antonio, and I remember flying over there, or maybe it's when I 

went to Tucson, but I think it was when I was going to Texas. And I'm flying, and it's real clear. 

One of the things I noticed, because I'd done a number of flights, to Albuquerque, to Tucson, to 

Albuquerque, to Denver, to Kansas City, so the only other Chicanos I saw and probably people 



of color were in uniform, a funny kind of thing.  

 

But I'm looking out the window and I'm seeing there's roads and this and there's fields and there's 

where the mines are and there's the railroads, these towns, and I think of Aztlán, the Aztlán thing 

about an ism. But I thought of Aztlán in terms of the history of the Mexican American, that we 

built this and we developed this. This is our land. The song, "This is my land, this is your land," 

more kind of sense, but I was thinking it in that term. So I'm thinking national, really, going over 

there to Texas. So we stop in San Antonio, and I go to MALDEF because that's where its 

headquarters were at that time, to talk about my draft trial because I still hadn't found a lawyer. I 

was busy doing all this other stuff, but the back of my head, at some point that's going to be 

there. So I go in and I meet Mario Obledo, who's the second guy in command there, and there's 

this guy Pete Tijerina. You can see he's a political wheeler-dealer, kind of stocky guy in his 

shirtsleeve, with a tie, smoking a cigar. I knew he was smoking a cigar. They didn't say yes or 

no, but they were aware of it. And then I went on and caught a smaller flight to South Texas, and 

so then I learned a little bit about South Texas, because I'd never been there. You had to go to 

Corpus Christi and then get on a propeller plane into-- what was it? It was La Misión, but what's 

the-- McAllen. But it was in La Misión, a little town next to McAllen, Texas. And I remember 

they had a demonstration at a church, so it was just right after Católicos por la Raza, and I made 

a presentation. I don't know exactly who I talked with, remembering. I had a workshop and 

showed the film and had a presentation, and there were people interested.  

 

But the MAYO organization, actually this was a very historic conference, but I was not into the 

politics of that conference. I was there to talk about the war. And actually what was happening at 

that conference is that Jose Angel and them were transitioning to La Raza Unida party, and so 

their interest was not in the war. They felt like one of the key places was San Antonio over there. 

They have so many bases and all of this and a lot of the economy is around that, and their 

estimate was that would be a splitting issue for La Raza Unida, so they weren't going to be taking 

on issues like that, but they sympathized, they were for it, they liked it, but that was just not what 

organizationally they would do. But there were people that were interested, and so I did meet 

Carlos Caldillo, who's still an activist, and he actually helped organize, and organized a 

demonstration in Houston later on that summer. He came out for the march in the rain and spent 

some time in L.A., and others. Actually, for August 29th, Carlos Guerra, who just recently 

passed away, was a newspaper guy for a long time and a really good speaker and activist and a 

major movimiento figure over decades, like some of us, many of us, came to the August 29th, so 

we had that. There was Texas representation. One funny thing happened was somehow our plane 

tickets-- Javier Galvez, who was from Claremont, was there with me, and somehow or other our 

plane tickets got messed up and we couldn't go directly back to L.A., I guess from San Antonio 

because we were still going to have to go Corpus to San Antonio, then to L.A. So the best thing 

was to stop over in El Paso. I remember it was Bert, or whatever, helped us arrange the tickets 

because I had to call, "What are we going to do?"  

 

So we went to El Paso, and I told you the story of going there with Javier and all of that. And 

then he wanted me to meet-- we went in to (unclear) to meet his grandfather, and his grandfather 

was an old cynical guy. He says, "Oh, you guys, you're too naïve about these gringos and all of 

this. You (Spanish word)." (Laughs) It was quite an experience, too, but the real experience was 

that with all the mothers or grandmothers that were just overjoyed to see that he was back in one 



piece and thought he had to have been in Vietnam, but he wasn't, he was going to college in 

L.A., and then just all the people and their families that were either killed or maimed and 

everything. And then back to L.A. Then when I got there, people said, "Well, you had a meeting 

of the Moratorium Committee. Let's keep going," and David (Sanchez) proposed that I be the 

chair.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

David Sanchez?  

 

 
01:51:04 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, David Sanchez. Co-chair, that we'd be co-chairs. He was primarily the Beret head, but he'd 

be part of it and that I should be part of it. Now, you know, they kind of thought-- I think even in 

the intelligence of the sheriff, one of their reports is that said David had kind of anointed me. I'd 

been doing a whole lot of other things. I didn't look at it in that way, but I also didn't necessarily 

think, "Oh, I should be the chair of this," or I was going to be involved in it, and (unclear) of 

what's going to happen on the draft and all this, but this is what to work on. But this obviously 

would mean we're going to be working towards something national and do something bigger in 

L.A.  

 

So I accepted that. I had my own car. I had a little Volkswagen. I was going to have a trouble 

making the payments. So I was driving, started driving all over. I remember going, and Bob 

came with me. He didn't have a car, and so we started going out to different MEChA meetings, 

Northridge and this one and Long Beach and this community center. I'd do a lot of the speaking, 

and Bob would also, but Bob was talking to everybody, "Oh, there's going to be a meeting? Oh, 

can you come to this meeting?" talking to this person, this girl or that guy. "Oh, no, we're doing 

this." "Oh, you're going to have a meeting? Well, maybe we can go out there. When do you guys 

meet?" and all of this stuff. Then I'm doing the talking and this and that and driving, and we're 

just going all over the place talking to people to build for the demonstration. I did go to 

Michigan, to Lansing, Michigan, and I think it was an outcome of being in Texas. They were 

having some kind of big conference there. So I went, and it was snow and all. Oh, well, I have to 

tell this. This is a little cute story.  

 

 
01:52:33 
 

ESPINO: 



 

About Michigan?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, about O'Hare Airport, because I get to O'Hare, and it's one of the worst blizzards in 

Chicago history. So I happen to land there, but nobody's going out that night, and everybody's 

sitting on the floor in O'Hare Airport, and not even the rich, you know, but they're the ones kind 

of leaving that could get a hotel, but everybody's having to sit there. I don't even know if I'm 

going to get a flight, where we're going to sleep, how we're going to get food. And then coming 

down, walking down this thing, I guess just (unclear) is Larry Itlayan (phonetic) of the Farm 

Workers. He's a short old guy, a real big old smile, dark and dressed in his almost-dirty Levis, or 

whatever, with a few other white guys and maybe a Chicano, "Hey, Muñoz! ¿Que pasa? Hey, 

yeah, you're stuck here. We'll get you something to eat and you can sleep. We'll bring you back," 

and all of this, the solidarity of the movement and then the militancy of Larry Itlayan. He was 

more militant than Cesar, I think. Anyway, that was just a wonderful thing. So I'm off and I go-- 

now, remember they all have the Chicanos over there, have all their beer and stuff. I learned 

there and I gave a talk, and they liked it and all that stuff, but the guy ran down to me. He was a 

friend of Jose Angel's, and they had their whole thing and broke down part of the strategy over 

there, in the elections, that the primaries were set up from when the people were going up and 

down the Midwest in the migrant stream. So there weren't that many Raza voters, and so the 

Democratic Party machine got all their candidates, and then come November, all the Raza was 

back and voted for the machine. That's who they had against the Republicans. So if Raza Unida 

has its own primaries, its own candidates, they're going to be up there, and even though 

everybody's (unclear), you still have the Raza Unida, everybody comes back and you can win 

with Raza Unida.  

 

They're organizing and then they have their people in the different places, and he was kind of one 

of them. He was probably doing a job, too, and all that, but he was part of their thing. You could 

tell that there were people, the ones from San Antonio and others, that were tight with Jose 

Angel. Later on, when they came between Corky and Jose Angel, they had their networks, but 

flowing out of what they were doing and what their vision was and the actual realities of what 

they were facing and what they were trying to respond to. They were responding more than what 

I was, yet I was dealing with this war, but there was, in the back of my head, well, how do we 

build the power? So anyway, that was that experience that kind of came, but that was kind of the 

last of my traveling on that set, and then we're set on building the thing and then going to Denver 

for the march in the rain, for the February 28th, and then going to Denver afterwards.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

Well, why don't we stop here? I'll pick that up next time.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Thank you. (End of April 15, 2011 interview)  

SESSION NINE (04-20-2011) 

 

 
00:00:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is April 20, 2011. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the 

offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute in La Placida Olvera. Today I'd like to get into more 

detail, whatever you can remember, about those few days around the Chicano Moratorium, the 

days before. I'm talking about the August 29th march, the days before, the days after. Do you 

remember what you were doing in preparation the day before?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

You know, the one thing I have the most memory of was thinking about my speech that day. 

Actually, I think it was the night before, might have been two, but I think it was the night before 

that I got together with Ramses Noriega and Jacobo Rodriguez, who were kind of the older-- 

well, Ramses was kind of a mentor, trainer for me, and he and I were kind of the mastermind 

strategists, whatever, and Jacobo one of the older guys, also very experienced. We talked about 

what to get in and what some of the key concepts and then what I had to say, and so most of the 

time that was my role. We had divided up the different areas that people were going to be doing 

that day, and mine was to give the speech to welcome people and to be thinking about what we 



might do the next day. We wanted to have a conference, although we're going to have to find out 

where we could, because Cal State L.A. had, at the last minute, revoked saying we could meet 

there and actually could house people and other things. But that was kind of being my role, 

facilitating that kind of thing. So the housing or any of those, the security or all those things were 

not my concern.  

 

Since I had been the person that traveled extensively and had made contacts with a lot of the key 

areas, and, of course, was known, was the kind of most visible person, then I was kind of the 

greeter and all of that. So that was where I was thinking, so that when I went to the park, 

Belvedere Park, it was to go say hello to people like a host or whatever, so that's what I did, just 

going and greeting people. I wasn't listening to what I remember Ponce giving a speech. He was 

a very eloquent speaker. We had people come to the park and gather, and so there was a little bit 

of a program at Belvedere Park, which was a gathering point, and then the march started. So I 

remember just marching along. I've done that all my life. I'd go to a march and I want to be 

running up and down, just enjoying the parade. But seeing who's there, and then later as a 

reporter, when you're trying to check out the different groups that are there and personalities, or 

just trying to get the character of the whole thing, so I was doing that. So that's what I remember. 

It's funny, years later, just actually last year, this one guy who's very active now in the Oxnard 

area and in all the community things came by to talk about our exhibit that we did last year and, 

in talking, he was assigned to be security for me. He was a good friend of the guy Carlos Reyes, 

who was in charge of security. Now I look back at photos of me, and then in a lot of different 

times I'll sort of see he's around, which is funny. (Laughs) But I didn't even notice that at the 

time, that security had a way that I-- I'm roaming around, but it was a priority on watching me, I 

guess.  

 

One of the things I remember is that there were people that came in and deliberately-- actually, it 

was needed. They had half the street, but for 30,000, 20,000 people marching down the street 

having half the street, so people very early on changed that. I was going to say, well, we're not 

supposed to do that, but people went and did that, and I wasn't dressed up in a way to-- well, my 

role wasn't security or to do that. I remember marching and seeing Ruben Salazar, and he comes 

up to me. Sam Kushner of the People's World was with him, and he just gave me a big abrazo. 

My memory was that Ruben had a guayabera on, but it wasn't-- because this last week I saw the 

coroner photos-- very gruesome-- of Ruben. But he was wearing the button-- I didn't notice that 

then, the Chicano Moratorium button, unless he changed at one point in the march and then after 

it was over. But he did have on the button, and he just said, "Rosalio, you did it." I think that 

went back to a conversation-- I don't know if I'd related it-- right after I had refused induction 

less than a year before, and we called up the Times to complain about the coverage, which now I 

look at it and it's pretty good coverage, given what usually came out. He had said he wasn't able 

to change the coverage, or, "I wasn't there. That's not my role," and all this kind of thing. He 

says, "But if you continue doing what you say you're going to do, then you'll get coverage," 

which he made sure happened. But I took that as referring to you guys. We were saying, "We're 

going to do this, that, and the other." Then he came up and said, "You did it." So that's what I 

recall most vividly.  

 

Then getting to the park, I observed there were-- well, it was beautiful. It was wonderful and 

people's mood and everything, but there were young kids that were primed to throw rocks, and 



so they monitored, stopped them, the police. I saw someone throwing a smoke bomb over on top 

of the roofs on Whittier Boulevard into the crowd, but these things were handled.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to pause for a second because your microphone is falling. (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. Do you remember where you were?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, I remember where I was. There were some disturbances on the way, but two that I noticed. I 

remember Richard Cruz, who was the leader of Católicos por la Raza, that was one of the people 

that were on security, the law students, and he handled pretty well. Apparently, he was pretty 

good in conflicts, dealing with the situation very quickly and stuff. Then I remember when I got 

to the park that one of the key things that we had asked at Laguna Park, at the end of, like, a 

three-mile march, was that there be sawhorses kind of guiding people into Laguna Park so it 

wouldn't just be just ambling in, but kind of directing that. And those sawhorses were not there, 

so that people went beyond the park or whatever, just rambling around. Then in that direction, 

west of the park, was where this liquor store was.  

 

So for some reason the sheriffs never put that up, and that part of our control thing, whether was 

it deliberate, was it whatever, who knows? Someday we might find out if we can get the right 

files. But in any event, so I remember that. So that was a little thing that stuck in my mind then 

and later on, a day later, whatever, I told that to the press, or it was in our press release. Then I 

remember people were gathering in the park, and the one thing I remember from there is Bert 

Corona coming up to me and introducing me to this group that he had brought, and it was a lot of 

Mexicanos and it turns out they're all undocumented, and it was the CASA organization, and it 

was one of those kind of moments you get that the people-- here's these people. I put myself on 

the line, and we, in building the organization, we put ourselves on the line. But here are these 

people putting themselves in a way much more on the line, and they're not being drafted, in a 

way, but maybe they had kids. And I think, my goodness, you know. And ever since then, so I 

saw the undocumented as part of, let's say, my constituency as part of the movement, an integral 



part of that. So they're not some side group that you help, you know, or whatever. That's you, 

that's your brother, that's your cousin, that's the people of your organization, and they're going to 

support you and they do.  

 

I kind of think that was one of Bert Corona's way of knowing how to-- first of all, I imagine he's 

also introducing them to somebody that will be receptive for his group, "See, you're part of this 

movement," this guy Muñoz or whatever, and the same for me. I said, "Okay now." And he's 

making sure that the person, the leading people meet his people. So anyway, I recalled that 

during the event. But most of the time I'm trying to think over what I'm going to say. I didn't 

write down notes, but there were key points that I was going to want to make. And then how am 

I going to try to express them? Over the years, the people taped it, and I listened to it and at this 

point I really like what I said. I think people do when you-- I don't know if it had that great of an 

impact, but some of the concepts, it's the people that have to get things done. So I think I said 

something like-- ended up saying, "You are the people." When we started, there were few of us, 

but we knew that the people were impacted by the issue and that deeply felt the issue, and that 

would take the lead on the issue and that's what we're here today. You are the people that are 

leading our movement, and that the historical trajectory of we as Mexicans, going back to the 

pre-Colombian days, the (unclear) architecture in Mexico City." I'd been there, and all the 

fabulous architecture there and the building of that city. "And we're artists." Ramses influenced 

me on that, I guess, and that time is on our side. That was something I think that Cesar had part 

of his kind of thing. These were kind of key concepts that were there, so I used the analogy of 

we're still starting in this movement. It's a new movement, and we're going to build on it. I used 

the analogy as we're like a child learning how to walk. We'll stumble, but we'll get back up and 

keep getting better at it.  

 

And then the ideas of unity. Ramses had quoted Cesar sometimes, talking about these-- one 

reason he didn't organize in L.A., he said, "I don't want to get involved in the backstabbing 

politics of East L.A." So that had always stuck with me that we have to urge the unity. Well, 

that's what we had there. That's what we were trying to do, in a way, is to get as much unity on 

that issue that we could so that people all had a role. We just had to understand that people were 

coming at it from different directions. So those were the kinds of things. Later on in the book, 

Bert Corona's testimonial that I was a good organizer, and I kind of think, well, that's also 

Ramses, but I wasn't that good of a speaker. And I said, "Oh, my god," because I always thought 

I did okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have any models for that speech? Did you have anybody in mind that you respected, that 

you wanted to reach to their level?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No. No, no, I wasn't thinking in those terms. I was thinking, "These are concepts that we want to 

project out to people." Also I think what was part of our thinking that we had kind of done our 

job on the war. What Ramses and I had set out like almost exactly a year before to do, the 

community had taken on the issue of the war and had a different attitude in terms of where 

military service could or didn't, or in this instance, didn't fit in, and that higher education and 

activism and working in the community was how we were going to move ahead, not by joining 

the military as the vehicle for affirmative action.  

 

So that now we were talking about building the movement, building that, so those were themes. 

So we talked, though, that we had made a decision that we wanted to take on the issue of police 

brutality and back in around June, we'd kind of come to that, that after August 29th that was a 

key issue in Los Angeles. So that was part of what we talked about. We were interested in La 

Raza Unida Party, too, but I mentioned Ricardo Romo was there, who was the candidate of 

Peace and Freedom Party, that had been endorsed by MAPA. Anyway, so I mentioned his 

candidacy, "We have to support our candidates," but I didn't mention La Raza Unida because 

that was kind of go in stages, whatever. But those were topics that we had wanted to address the 

next day at kind of a conference of whomever wanted to come, and we started, "What do we do 

next with the movement?" Because that was all part of the thing. We weren't going to determine 

what it was, but we had some of our thinking, and what are other people in the movement 

thinking? We didn't see it as a summit but as a coming together, a good place to begin airing 

those things, and where can we win the unity the next time. Now I vaguely remember-- it's 

almost like something up here at the top of my eyelashes was seeing something or something up 

there, and most likely it was where there was starting to be some distraction of people that were 

seeing the police come in force and that there was some commotion up in the northwest corner of 

the park and out towards Alma and Whittier and near where the liquor store was, and then the 

police were coming in with their riot gear all ready.  

 

I think there was some Scandinavian and a French journalist that hadn't made our press 

conference and I guess they wanted to try to get in that. I went behind the stage and was talking 

to them and then came back on stage, and there was starting to be commotion. I have heard the 

tape. There is a tape, you know, of all of that, of my speech, and then as I'm off, the first of the 

emcees, Bob Elias and Gonzalo Javier are starting to talk, "There's a lost baby," or, "We're going 

to be having this group next." And then they're saying, "Oh, everybody, everybody sit down. Let 

everybody see," because you could hear. You didn't have that happen. So there's a whole thing, 

but I don't recall all of that or exactly when I came on stage, but there began to be a big 

commotion. Then what I recall was then the people immediately in front of us, there began to be 

and grew into kind of a pandemonium, because in the park there were these buildings to the 

north. We were on the east end, and there were buses behind for security. Thinking back, there 

were the Cuban refugees, right-wing groups that there were attacks on different kind of 

movement or progressive places out in the Echo Park area and other areas. So there was a 

concern along those lines that we might get attacked from the back or something. So there was 

that.  

 



So the east end was covered that way, and then there were the park buildings, a swimming pool, 

a baseball field. So then there was the rear part where people came in, and along the side, and 

that was out to the northwest. So as the police began-- you couldn't see it, but began moving in 

and driving people into the park. Then up in front, then, people were starting to get pushed. Well, 

anyway, what I could see was just people trying to get around and moving and trying to get their 

kids, because a lot of the people that were either too old or that had young kids, or maybe there 

were some strollers, but it wasn't all that much that were there ahead of time in the park. So that's 

what you also saw, people with kids and older people. We're on this big flatbed and then people 

come in like that. Then off in here, all of a sudden there's this confrontation beginning with the 

police, and the police are driving, and then the people start driving the police back, and we have 

our line of monitors that start getting there. Ramses Noriega gets the mic and begins directing, 

"Hold the line. Hold the line. There are more people than there are police. Hold the line. Hold the 

line." I think I talked the other day, we were talking about violence, and then you could see that 

there were people starting-- then the police were getting pushed back, and I thought, "Thank 

goodness." I didn't remember how much I've seen-- I've also seen it in films, of the police 

starting to throw teargas canisters and people throwing it back at them. I remember two or three 

time's police would come and then they'd be pushed back, and then more reinforcements would 

come, black and white besides the green. The LAPD came in fairly soon.  

 

But then Ramses turns to me and he says, "Rosalio, this is a situation where they could come 

after and get someone like you, so you need to get out of here and get into the crowd. Find 

somebody you know and have them get you somewhere safe." So I said, "Okay," and I went out. 

I don't remember getting off the truck, but I remember I ran into Rafas, Rafael Lopez, who was a 

rider and veteran. I think he was teaching at Cal State Dominguez at that time, and he was part of 

the Con Safos group and he looked like a real grizzled-- he was a veteran from the pachuco era 

and really nice, wonderful guy. And he said, "Okay, yeah." And so we went, and fairly close he 

had a Volkswagen, old, beat-up old Bug, and we got into it and went off to the south. We didn't 

get on the freeway. I think he took the streets and then he took me to my girlfriend's place in 

Frog Town, (unclear), which was quite a ways away, maybe eight, ten miles away. I remember 

going in the living room and turning on the TV, and they were showing a riot and they were 

describing that "The Mexicans are rioting," or whatever. And I just said, "That's not what 

happened," because it was a beautiful march and that we were against the war, and all of these 

things were not what was being projected. "I've got to go back."  

 

So I guess somebody had driven me to the park. I'd not driven myself, so my car was there and I 

drove back to where we had our moratorium headquarters. What I recall there was there wasn't a 

whole lot you could do there. We had one phone. I don't know if it was Gloria Arellanes or other, 

but they were concerned, "What about our files?" Because during the walkouts and other times, 

they went after La Raza newspaper, for example, to get their files and things. So I said, "Well, 

what are we going to do with all our files?" So I'm looking around and--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

We need to pause. The mic fell off. (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We're back. You were talking about--  

 

 
00:26:22 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, so I'm out there on Brooklyn Avenue, right across from Brooklyn Avenue School, and I 

think there's a big tamale restaurant there right now. So people were worried about the files, so I 

looked around, and just down the street from us, east of us going towards M_____ in the 

Maravilla area, there was an office for Walter Karabian, who was a big powerhouse guy. 

Actually, Abe Tapia of MAPA had run against him and got a good vote, 30 percent or 

something. Two young Chicanos that worked for Karabian were there in front of the office, 

Richard Alatorre, who later came on the Assembly and a power figure in the Democratic Party 

nationally and on the City Council, and Lou Moretti, a close friend of his that was on the national 

Democratic Party Council in the eighties and nineties and what have you. They were there, so I 

went up to them. I says, "Hey, we're worried about our files. Can we put them in here?"  

 

Said, "Yeah, sure," so we did. Then I guess I remember going to what was our legal 

headquarters, and that was where if there were any problems, that that's where we could have 

legal assistance. Now, we didn't figure on the problems that we got. So it was over by Whittier 

and Atlantic, off of Goodrich, and there was a Legal Aid center. I guess that was chosen because, 

well, that was where there were attorneys, but there was a phone bank or there were a number of 

phones there that could be used. So I went there and I remember Bert Corona was there, and 

what was happening was people were calling in, "Where's so-and-so? We lost this person," or 

whatever, and then reports that people were being arrested. So we were getting in calls, so you're 

trying to find out. They're looking for this person, and then we began to call the sheriff stations 

and jails and stuff like that to say, "Well, have people been arrested?" and, "Is there somebody by 

this name?" or all those kinds of things. And then there were some calls going out about raising 

bail. So all of those things were happening, and I just have vague memories. It was like you're in 

a daze because you'd already had a whole full day, and it's overwhelming, the situation, but 

you're trying to focus on what you're doing.  

 

 
00:28:06 
 



ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember how you felt?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There's a lot of calls we've got to make. So it was just-- I don't know. I'm that way sometimes. 

Sometimes I don't let all of that come and sense that. So there was just stuff to do. Bert was 

amazing. That's one thing that actually needed to do and that was essential to maintaining maybe 

through strikes or whatever. When people are arrested or whatever, you do that, or I don't know, 

but we were taking care of a real basic thing, when I think back on it, and so we were doing that 

into the night. I remember vaguely hearing that Salazar had died and somebody called in or came 

in and said, and then Bert's remembrance in his book is that I came in and told him. I don't 

remember that. But it was like, "Oh, my god, how horrible." Again, we were doing what we were 

doing, and then you're tired and went home. So then the next day, I don't have much 

remembrance of the next day, but we had to come together and do things. That was a Sunday, 

and then on the Monday we held a press conference. So then I just have to assume that after that 

we had tried to figure out as much information and gather what had happened to people and all 

of these kinds of things. I read a statement that we'd written and with our list of demands and all 

of these. It was at the Euclid Community Center there near Euclid and Whittier, and it was just 

packed with police-- not police. Police were all around. East L.A., there were police just 

everywhere for two, three weeks, but inside it was packed with the media. There might have 

been thirty, forty, fifty. Who knows how many media were there? There's great shots that I guess 

the L.A. Times did, and you look and there's-- let me see. Is it around here?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Let me pause. (Interruption)  
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ESPINO: 
 

We are back. You want to talk about this photograph?  

 

 



00:33:14 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

This photograph, I love it because I see it's like part of our finest hour because these are real 

grassroots leaders and committed people. There's a lot of people not there, like Joe Razo and 

Raul Ruiz, who were probably running around at that time trying to get the photos that they took 

at the Silver Dollar just at the time they were firing the shots that killed Salazar there and were 

trying to get that into the news, or Bert probably was out raising money for bail and other stuff 

that were going on. But here in the photo you can see in the front are Abe Tapia, MAPA, myself, 

Irene Tovar, a leader from the Valley. A little bit blocked is Alicia Escalante. So our women 

leaders were right there in the front. Just behind me you can see Gonzalo Javier, one of our key 

people, and Sal Castro, and off to that you can see Ray Andrade, a well-known Chicano boxer 

who had won Silver Stars in Vietnam and came back, supported us and organized Vietnam 

veterans, Chicanos, to march in the march, Ramses Noriega and Gil Cano, Bob Elias. And then 

there are things that we implemented, but Ramses Noriega remembers. If you look closely, you 

can see Jaime Jarrin, who was the Latino Spanish voice of the Dodgers and still is. You see him 

all over, as he's one of the more well-known voices in L.A., but he's there amongst the activists. 

If you look closely, you'll see Pete Moraga, who broke through with-- I think it was the KNX 

Radio, later on was a reporter with KMEX, but one of the pioneers in media of Chicanos at that 

time. There's an African American.  

 

Part of our policy was that we talked to the Chicanos and the progressives first in the media, and 

if they wanted the story, they had to wait for them to have it or get it from them as part of our 

policy. You can see it right there in the different kind of tactics that Ramses and others and we 

all did in our methodology and our movement approach to things. But they had knocked us 

down, and it was the grassroots that got up and did it. I love that photo because actually it was 

that morning that they informed me that they were going to indict me for draft evasion. They had 

a kind of a systematic way of doing it, but they waited till that moment or decided at that 

moment then, "Hey, here's a way to try to divert this guy." They'd arrested Corky. They'd killed 

Ruben. So anyway, we stood up, and I'm very proud of standing up and refusing induction and 

going about and doing those things. But a whole other place is that since I was, I guess, the 

spokesman for the moratorium and that was in the center of things, I became a major 

spokesperson, probably was on the media more, and more people saw my face at that time than 

probably any other time.  

 

 
00:34:57 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember what you said that day?  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It's on tape, that we wanted people released from jail that we wanted to have a federal 

investigation, an independent investigation of the attack on the moratorium and the killing of 

Salazar. I think that the other two that had passed, they actually died. Gilbert Diaz, I think, was a 

couple of days later he died, and then Lynn Ward also a little bit later. So that wasn't quite in our 

consciousness at that time, and that we wanted police off the streets. It was a virtual occupation 

of East L.A. at that time by the sheriffs.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you come to those points on your own, you and Ramses, or did you meet as a group?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I would imagine we met as a group. The language wasn't quite mine, or it probably was the 

language of a number of us and that somebody probably took notes and wrote it all up, because I 

was reading it. So I imagine we did a lot of work just the day before the Sunday, trying to get at 

what is best information and then come out and say what we did. So in the days that followed, 

there was all kinds of different interviews and things, and it was listening to the radio, which was 

constant, you know, KNX or KFWB or whatever. I guess KFWB may have still been the rock 

station. I forget. Whichever ones they were in English and in Spanish, and they would ask people 

what they thought of the event, and they would say, "Well, there's so many Mexicans at twice the 

rate." Just the basic thing that we had been saying was what people were saying in terms of what 

it was all about.  

 

 
00:37:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You're talking about just the general community.  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

The general community. There were all kinds of man-on-the-street or woman-on-the-street 

interviews all over the place, and some you can see in the Times now, but just on the radio 

constantly you heard that, and we said, "Well, we got across. It was there. This was what we 

did." Now looking back on it, there were several thousand witnesses to what happened, that we 

got attacked. Whatever might have been happening over in this corner, if there was a problem, 

they drove it into us. They didn't protect us. They didn't protect the stores. They were protecting 

their law and order, their war, you know, their political domination of our community. But we 

had to do it and stand up. What was I? Twenty-four years old, and not all that much experience 

in the community, but also I had grown up near the community, but as an organizer or any 

experience like that, no. But we stood up and spoke for the grassroots. Those things, like Bert 

and others, Irene Tovar and Rudy Acuña and others that got money or put their homes up for bail 

and all these kinds of things, there was in one of the books-- I think it's Gomez Quiñonez. Yes, 

it's Gomez Quiñonez. He says that we waited too long to have a press conference and they 

should have said this and that, that we should have raised the demands higher. (Interruption)  

 

 
00:39:20 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. And you were telling me about-- it slipped my mind.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, about how we, from the grassroots, were standing up and defending the community.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You were talking about Gomez Quiñonez and his critique.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Yes, the book that we did, these things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, to get back to yourself, I don't know if you want to go there now, but reflecting back, you 

talked about your successes, but do you want to talk about now what you could have done 

differently, what you could have done better? You have all these scholars now critiquing that 

event, the positives, but also like you gave an example of Juan Gomez Quiñones said, "You 

should have done this." Do you have those critiques in your own mind about that organization of 

the march?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we could have been much more experienced. We could have had a lot more people. We 

couldn't have cell phones. We couldn't afford several phones or computers. I guess we did have 

our own mimeograph machine. We did have some access to the media, and so within thirty hours 

we got a press conference and we came up with demands that were there and we responded to 

the most immediate situation, which was the cops were all over the place in the community and it 

was an occupation, and we had to fight against that, and we did.  

 

So a lot of what we were doing was to get the boot off our neck and to raise what was obvious in 

the community, because the community saw what happened, and then from what they saw what 

happened, they just reasoned that the same stuff was involved with Salazar. The community was 

outraged, but then they were putting out that fire, so they had to come up with all their anti-

publicity and come up with this crazy, phony inquest that they did supposedly to end that. It was 

just all over the place on the media, but directed by this guy Pitlock (phonetic) and whomever 

else was advising him, and that was backed up by what was written in the media. Now, there was 

some good reporting here and there, but then there was also you could see a difference between 

what was in the Herald Examiner and the Times, but then what was in La Raza or the Eastside 

Journal really had what the people saw. I look back on it, and you look at the exhibit we had last 

year, you look at this new museum that opened up across the street, and our story is being told in 

those forty years later now that the community has more voice and more power. So that story has 

stuck, and we lived with that story, we fought for that story. I don't know. I don't think we could 

have done it much differently. If there were the built organizations that could have done those 

things, but systematically the law enforcement and federal agencies and others were undermining 

what we were doing and they kept on doing it with the sanction of the national government.  

 

There was some fight in the Congress or in other things, Senator Cranston and others. You could 



go into the thing, began responding and getting some of the power forces to look at it. We had 

meetings a little bit later with the L.A. 22, Chandler and all these, I think even Cardinal McIntyre 

(phonetic), who was retired at that time but was still there on Spring Street, one of the old banks, 

central kind of banks of L.A. Some of those things happened, but we still had that feeling in the 

community, and that feeling is still out there and so we stood for it. So I think that was a 

tremendous accomplishment. The community did not get on its knees and say, "Mea culpa," or, 

"We did it," or anything like that, so I think that was cool. I'm very proud of what we did. We 

didn't have that experience-- you know, we weren't all that involved in national politics. We had 

three people in Congress, one in Southern California, one in San Antonio, one in New Mexico, 

but we saw it more as the LAPD and the sheriffs rather than national security and the FBI, and, 

of course, the Nixon basement. But I think that's where we were. They knew what we were 

politically. They knew our economic woe and all those kinds of things, but we weren't in those 

places. If we would have known that that next week there's a vote in the Senate or if we would 

have been oriented that way, maybe we-- but that wasn't where our priorities were, if there was 

going to be a vote in the Senate on whether to take the funds out of Vietnam or not, like we've 

had now and then and the people were fighting over it. But Nixon, who happened to be in L.A. at 

the time, I'm sure he and his people were thinking about that vote and what the impact of all of 

this stuff in the media and what they were doing was going on. So there's a whole other set of 

things.  

 

We did have in mind issues and things to bring forth. We didn't have that conference we wanted. 

That would have been more of an imprimatur to talk about all the different-- so we as a 

moratorium were an antiwar group that were starting to grow into other things, so that in the 

ensuing times and what kind of things we did say in the January demonstrations, especially 

January 31st, or the issues that we presented in the Marcha de la Reconquista, those were kind of 

responses that were there, but we did not have-- let's say the Moratorium Committee per se did 

not have a basis. We hadn't talked to the community about those things. We lived through some 

of them, were thinking about some of them, and we eventually came to putting some of those 

forward. We didn't have the momentum that there was. But I look back, you know, the same 

stuff happened to the Black Panthers, to SNCC, to SDS, to just any number of things, and what 

survived were things that had some funding and had a base, like SCLC and then the Ford 

Foundation supported things like Council of la Raza and MALDEF and other types of 

organizations that came forward. But out of that period also there was an empowerment. You 

can't imagine all the different groups that came up, you know, that were emerging at that time 

from (unclear) por la Raza amongst the social workers, the Chicano law students that later 

energized the Mexican American Bar, and there was a minority bar that came up. There were 

Chicanos for Creative Medicine, and you could just go on and on. Every little community got its 

group in its community center. Some of it were follow-ups on the Poverty Programs and stuff, 

and there were all the MEChA's that were there. And all of these groups in the moratoriums 

came together and marched together. There was even a group of librarians. (Laughs) There was 

an article in one of the librarian journals recently about how they met and marched together, and 

when the attack came, they got into the nearest library and hid inside from all the police attacks 

on the community.  

 

So there was all of this that was there that we were trying to move to, to mobilize on, so that 

some of the things we did, like right away it came up, Salazar's funeral, and I don't know where 



the idea came up from, but that there would be a viewing of Salazar in East L.A. the day before 

his funeral, and I guess it was in Santa Ana. I forget if it was-- he lived in Santa Ana. I did not go 

to that. So that we marched from Soledad, I don't know, a half a mile or so to the Bagues. I think 

it was Bagues Mortuary on Brooklyn. So there was-- what is it called, the cortège or something? 

I forget what you call this, following the casket down the street.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Procession?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, it was like a procession and it wasn't with a bunch of cars, you know. It was people 

walking, so it was a demonstration. It broke through the ban on any of those kinds of things in 

unincorporated East L.A. They weren't letting us have meetings in unincorporated East L.A., so 

we held one in Boyle Heights at the All Nations Center, and it was packed. We have some 

photos. We just got the proofs of them-- and we still have to go back-- of that meeting in there. 

At the front of it were Abe Tapia, myself, Irene Tovar, and Esteban Torres, who was head of the 

Congress of Mexican American Unity there, heading up the meeting, and people lined up to 

speak. And speaking from the crowd, some of the old-time grassroots mobilizers and militants 

like Frank Lopez speaking. You could see him speaking, raising the issues militantly.  

 

Celia Rodriguez was the head of the Barrio Defense Committee, speaking, and then sitting with 

arms folded was Yorty's aid, Tafoya, who was a cousin of Roybal's but couldn't get the votes to 

replace him against Lindsey and he was Yorty's guy. He's sitting right in the middle of it. You 

get these pictures of that meet. I remember Tony Rios from CSO just really giving this militant 

speech. I said, wow, they were outdoing us guys, because they'd been through it. In the forties 

and fifties, they'd done it back in those days. We came up with some of our ideas and things. 

Then the next thing that came up in our tactics was the September 16th that we had to 

participate, and, actually, the sheriffs came and talked to the group that held the annual Comité 

Cívico Patriótico, convinced them not to have the march. So we demanded that there be the 

march, and that resonated all throughout the hemisphere, that, "What? Mexicans can't celebrate 

Mexican Independence Day?" Like in New York State, Irish couldn't do St. Patrick's Day. So 

that became a big issue. So that was going to be, "Can we have our community or not? This is 

our community."  

 

So that happened, and we had to come and meet them. I remember it was upstairs in this 

building. I don't know, it could have been this-- it may have been the stairs that we walk up. It 

could have been in this room or maybe a room upstairs. I didn't know. I hadn't been in the 



building for forty years. (Laughs) We met with the Comité, and they decided, and I remember 

there were members of the Moratorium Committee, Esteban Torres and Danny Villanueva was 

there from KMEX, the football star that ran the thing for Salazar had been, and they decided to 

do it. Gonzalo Javier tells me that we were all walking out, and I guess I was going down one 

side and they were going out the other, and all of a sudden they saw all kinds of undercover cops 

following me, so they all ran up to make sure I was okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you fear for your life after that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They told me that maybe a day later or whatever. I didn't know that even that was happening, or I 

don't remember it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But after August 29th, after hearing about Ruben Salazar, did you fear for your life in a way that 

you hadn't before?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not that I recall. The situation was like an occupation of the community, so as long as that 

occupation, everybody was in danger. That was the feeling. They had indicted me, and so in 

those days I had to get together with my attorney and we had to go to court and be arraigned and 

go into the federal courthouse over here. They made me fingerprint. They brought me in on my 

own recognizance. They do my fingerprints. They said, "Your fingers are too greasy."  

 

So that was something that I had to deal with, but a year before, one of the things we said, well, 

we want to take them on in the courts and put the government on trial and all those kinds of 



things, but my court case was not what was the issue. The issue was the occupation, the issue 

was the attack, the issue was police brutality against the whole community at that point. So 

maybe somebody said, "Well, you should have made that the number-one issue," but that wasn't. 

So those were the things, and then we begin to prepare for that demonstration and all of that. So 

those were the immediate days beginning afterwards, and it was to keep our story going and to 

mobilize the community back and to try to get some of the momentum back that we had had. So 

that's what we were doing. I guess that's what my memories of those things were. So it was really 

quite an experience. When they came up about having the inquest, Ramses and I, our feeling was 

that the issue was to get back to overall police brutality. That was where we were going to go 

next. And right now, things were too clouded to really get back on track to our next priority, to 

deal with the issue of the police that this was all more of a distraction from us moving forward 

with the program we had had before. They were trying to sidetrack it. We wanted to be on. I 

guess you could say that maybe we should have had another awareness of that, but we saw 

ourselves as part of the movement and playing some kind of a leading role, so there was some 

responsibility, but we didn't see ourselves as the leaders of the movement. In some ways there 

was a lot of focus on us and all of that, so you might say, well, then you should have assumed 

that, but what we were going to assume was taking on the police issue and we're getting to how 

we did that, I think. I could start going into that, but I don't know if you have another question 

we could get into or follow up on the questions you have.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, you mentioned that you wanted to get back that momentum that you had started before the 

police repression, August 29th. Did you feel things slowing down? Did you feel a change in the 

public attitude? Why did you think that you had to get something back in the sense of getting the 

momentum back?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There was all kinds of media that was saying-- and the sheriff and others that were saying it was 

all our fault. There were police all over. You couldn't have meetings. You couldn't have a 

meeting in unincorporated East L.A. There was no First Amendment, so in that sense you were 

on the defensive. It was hard to get meeting places where you had a lot of room, and then there 

was also just getting back in touch with people. What had been built up over a year, how can you 

get to everyone all at once? And then you want to raise money for bail, you want to do all these 

other kinds of things. So, yes. So how do you bring folks together again, and then what is the 

focus? It had been a national demonstration, but I think we were going to be shifting to be more 

L.A.-focused and on the police and other issues in the La Raza Unida Party. So that was also 



where we would also need to change gears to. The overwhelming community feeling was that we 

had been done wrong. But how do you mobilize that? There was some guy and he was (unclear), 

and they would quote all these other people that would be saying that we were all off and it was 

the community's fault and all these other things. So you felt you had to answer those kinds of 

things.  

 

 
01:00:19 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did they accuse you directly, as, "Rosalio Muñoz should have done this," or "He instigated this," 

or, "His rhetoric led to-- "?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That was later. That was later in January that we went through all that kind of a thing. In terms of 

the overall media, people didn't necessarily know who I was until that time, and then I became 

one that was speaking out, and so a lot more people got to know who I was which was the 

chairman of the moratorium or the spokesperson for the moratorium. Let's see. What was the 

question again?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I was following up on something that you said, and that is did the public or did the media blame 

you, the organizers, for what happened.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. No, not that I could see there, no.  

 

 
01:01:26 



 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have any discussions with the people who you got the permit from, the people who you 

were in dialogue with before? Did you follow up with them afterwards in individual-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, I don't recall doing that. I don't recall. All of the attention then moved towards the inquest.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm surprised that they didn't offer some sort of apology. I mean, I know that they were blaming 

the individuals themselves, but on a personal level, some of those higher officials who knew 

Esteban--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, the president apologized to Mrs. Salazar and family for what had happened and that they 

would be looking at doing it very thoroughly and all of this, which they didn't. But the sheriff 

was very hard-nosed that his deputies did the right thing. Last week, I was in looking at a lot of 

their files and things of what they did, and that really needs to be gotten into, the whole story of 

what their intelligence were and what they said and that you could see that there were people 

talking about shooting police and disrupting the march and doing this and that, and there were 

little incidents I mentioned, what they said was all part of a problem, but if that was a problem 

that they were perceiving, what they did with that problem was drive it into the middle of the 

march. You didn't hear a whole lot about cases of what had happened. At this meeting at All 

Nations, I saw in the files that there were some undercover sheriffs, and this was not in their 

territory-- this was in the City of L.A.-- undercover sheriffs there at the meeting, and that some 

people said, "Hey, you guys are sheriffs," or whatever, and then started going towards them, as 

the file was saying, menacingly or whatever. I don't know, but that was the sense of what the 

intelligence report was.  

 

And that one fellow, a fellow we met, was very active in the movement and was up until he 

recently passed away in an auto accident just a few months ago, Ray Sousa that he hit one of the 



cops and hurt him. And I think there was even, like, a medical report, a claim of damage on the 

job or something-- I forget what it was-- that that was happening there. That's in the file. And 

then there's whole files of intelligence reports and assessments of who was in the committee. 

These were all things going to Pitches, supposedly, from different angles after August 29th. We 

know that Mitchell, the FBI sent out an alert, I think on the 2nd or 3rd of September, that they 

were requesting information from all kinds of FBI offices and other places about information on 

the moratorium because it was, like, eight o'clock in the morning here in L.A. and he was going 

to brief the president at nine. They were here in L.A., and so stuff went to them. And there's 

something on that day, because he was going to be speaking in San Diego with Diaz Ordaz, the 

Mexican president. But anyway, that there was some briefing that went on. It looks to me like 

there's some files that may have gone into that briefing, which makes me think they were dealing 

with the FBI and others afterwards and before. But you could see that there are phone calls and 

this and that, that there was this intelligence unit somewhere along Whittier Boulevard during 

this time and they had all of these things that they had.  

 

So I'd like to know what those reports were. You can see some of them. They list numbers of 

people, militants that were marching in the march. So there's a hundred names, or so, a hundred-

and-some names, and a lot of them I knew, lot of them I didn't know. There's a whole bunch of 

people from the Communist Party that I got to know years later and then from other kind of Left 

groups and stuff. They were sitting there. Some people wore a sign. Oh, they might have had a 

lot of photos that went through them, but those photos weren't there or films weren't there for us, 

that they drew these reports up on, or they had somebody up there doing stuff. So there is all this 

information that they had that they did not release for forty years, which only led to me that 

there's a lot more information that weren't in those files, and especially with the FBI or whatever, 

but you do see that they did have some reason to think there might be people that want to disrupt. 

We did have people disrupt, but we were taking care of it. Now, they say there was a big 

problem at the end of the park, but we need to look at that. But then the tactics for driving 

everything out and sending people in riot gear beforehand, all of these things that we could look 

at. But right now, even this whole controversy to get those files was not about the attack on the 

moratorium; it was about the death of Ruben Salazar. Supposedly those questions weren't asked, 

and whether there was a conspiracy to go beyond those files, those questions were not raised in 

the inquest or were not in the inquiries that were made by the sheriff's department, at least of 

what's in those files, and we don't see what the D.A.'s files were or the federal government's files 

or all those things.  

 

So my take on it was that they were defending themselves, too, because there were those 

thousands of people that saw it as their fault. One of them, Ruben Salazar, of course, had been 

killed, that could have had that even more in the media. So, no, they weren't doing that. It was 

kind of a fight over the streets that was happening right there, and that has yet to be settled. After 

the inquest and as we began getting back to work on the police issue and laying our basis for it, 

Julian Nava was going around-- and I don't know where we got wind of it first, from whom-- 

wanting to get what people's concerns were in the community, that there were people in the 

power structure that wanted to know. And I said, "Why are you asking, Julian?" And he said, 

"Well, Senator Cranston had asked me to do it." So I said, "Well, let's talk to Senator Cranston." 

So we said to Senator Cranston, "Why are you asking?" "Well, some of the people in the power 

structure want to know."  



 

"Well, why don't we meet with them?" And so that meeting was held, I don't know, sometime in, 

I think, probably must have been, October, maybe late September, October, and it's been 

reported a few places. In fact, there's this documentary, I don't know, that CBS did in 1971, 

where Roybal tells part of the story of this meeting and then stories he told at the meeting. There 

was, like, a roundtable of people, and a number of Chicanos got up and talked about their 

concerns. Abe Tapia wanted campaign contributions for Alex Garcia, and Julian Nava wanted-- 

we needed funds for textbooks because he was writing textbooks. Bob Gandara from Welfare 

Rights called about putos or something to that effect, and different people. The Moratorium 

Committee, there were three of us, Ramses and I and Armando Morales, and Armando had done 

a lot of studies and had kind of a list of reforms or changes that we wanted in the police 

department. It ranged from their training, that the limit that the five-foot-nine or less than five-

foot-nine could not be a police thing. So there were a whole number of things, and it's in the 

book Ando Sangrando that he put out later, those things, a smaller version, but kind of like the 

stuff the Christopher Commission actually did twenty-some years later that we had and that we 

gave the report about the whole-- kind of a synopsis of much of what is in the book, the historical 

police discrimination against Mexican Americans and the political role that was happening in the 

attacking of Católicos por la Raza and the walkouts and all of these things, that besides the day-

to-day stuff that we have on the street, there's this whole political direction that was happening in 

L.A., and so that that was where we needed to address.  

 

That was what we presented and it got around the table, and the last one was Roybal, and so 

Roybal talked about how the night that he was engaged to his wife, Lucille, they went out to 

some restaurant in the Eastside, and the police come in and they ask him for his ID. He brings 

out his wallet, and they get his wallet and they just start throwing down all the cards in his thing 

on to the floor. So Roybal was pretty well known, so he must have had a lot of cards. (Laughs) 

But anyway, he says, "That's not the kind of experience you like to have on the day you ask your 

wife to marry you." After telling that story, he said that when he first ran for office, the number-

one issue that he didn't win, in '47, was police brutality. When he won for office, the number-one 

issue was police brutality, and today the number-one issue in East L.A. is the police. So then 

there was kind of an agreement that we would start setting up committees or stuff to begin 

looking at how to bring forward some of this stuff, and we were going to start in that process and 

then that's when infiltrators started coming and there was a whole set of things. I think we'll 

probably have to do a whole other set of things about that and those things that transpired and the 

whole issue of the police and how it came to a head the next January. But just responding to your 

question of what was the city's response on those, now, I've heard other things that I was not 

privy to, like when we had our commemoration of the fortieth anniversary last year, Richard 

Martinez, who was the head of MEChA Central, and, by virtue of that, vice president of the 

Congress of Mexican American Unity, said that he and Esteban Torres had gone and talked with 

some of the editorial folks of the L.A. Times and bringing that we had to raise questions about 

what the sheriffs had done and all of this. They were talking about maybe the county's 

supervisors, and I think it was supposedly Chandler or somebody there told them, "Well, look, 

Pitches has so many files on all the supervisors, they're never going to do anything that crosses 

with him," was what they were told. "You can't budge Pitches." But I would think, myself, 

there'd be background that you-- behind Pitches was Hoover because he had been an ex-FBI guy, 

and I don't think, unless he had high recommendations, he never would have got to be sheriff. 



Even though that's an election, he wouldn't have got the money. Or the D.A. was an FBI guy and, 

again, somehow he wouldn't have gotten to be D.A. unless J. Edgar and them gave their 

approval. So I think there were all those other obstacles that had to be there. And, you know, 

Nixon was from Southern California, Haldeman. Hey, Haldeman, when I was being active at 

UCLA, was the head of the Alumni Association and sitting on the Board of Regents. (Laughs) 

And some of the guys that were in the fraternities, they ended up being gofers mentioned in the 

Watergate stuff years later.  

 

But anyway, there was tremendous concerns, but, like, a week after the moratorium, there was, 

like, a-- you know how they have these town hall kinds of things? Well, they were doing some of 

those, and people would be sitting on bleachers, so they had a bunch of people from the Eastside 

and Chicano communities being interviewed, and Bill Bonds, who was a big kind of media guy 

for KABC at that time, was asking questions, and it was, like, an hour-long program. There were 

from conservatives to moderates to us or whatever, and we were all just focused on the police 

and what they did and all of that. So at the break, Bonds comes back and says, "The chief of 

police has been on the phone saying we can't go on."  

 

 
01:15:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Let me pause this for a second. (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We're back. Before we move on, I wanted to ask you something about what you just stated, and 

that is the meeting that you had with some of the political officials, where Roybal--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Not political. These were economic. I don't know if there was an elected official there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

I thought Roybal was at that.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, Roybal, yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm talking about that meeting.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, that meeting. But, no, there were, like, Otis Chandler and there were this person from that 

bank and this millionaire and these kinds of people. See, there was a group that was called The 

L.A. 22 at that time, which were the downtown interests, so to speak. Actually, it had been put 

together by Hamilton. Let me see. He was the city planner. Yes, he had been the city planner in 

Philadelphia. He was the darling of the Mellons and then he came to L.A. to do the master 

planning for the City of L.A. that Yorty had brought in. Then one of his concepts was, well, he 

wanted to have many centers in the city, but the main one was going to be downtown, and so he 

says, "You need to get the downtown people together." And then they formed a group that kind 

of had its own life after that, probably had its own life before in other ways, but that was there. 

And so this was like an offshoot of that, probably wasn't that group particularly, but a lot of the 

personalities that were there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I wanted to ask you what impact Roybal's statement had on you after hearing it that day. Did you 

have an opinion or perspective?  



 

 
01:20:01 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that kind of the consensus that we would follow doing that. There was this young, very 

good-looking Italian-surnamed guy that got up and said, "Well, what do we do?" I remember this 

part. He says, "You know, when we chose the last chief, we only had one-third of the decision." 

Just think of that. He's talking to this group of the power people in Los Angeles. And so who are 

the other two-thirds? The mayor and the City Council and then these guys, or who was it? And 

where do we Chicanos fit into that? So I remember there was that part. So it came to that. Of 

Roybal saying that, well, you'd heard about Bloody-- I had heard. We didn't have Chicano 

Studies, but we talked about this in UMAS and MEChA, and then, of course, Armando Morales 

had studied all of this stuff. And when you read his book, you see a lot more. But I had been 

educated, too, in the movement, about the Bloody Christmas, in particular, incident, or Chief 

Parker saying, "Oh, some of the Mexicans, they're just like Indians out of the hills of (unclear)." 

But anyway-- (Telephone interruption).  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. So if you can describe how you came to understand Bloody Christmas and 

who were the characters. I don't know if you remember who told you about it, but what did you 

know about it at that time, not what you know now, but if you can remember what you knew 

about it back then.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That there had been a beating of Mexicans in the Lincoln Heights Jail. I guess it was Christmas 

of 1952. Or was it '51? I'm not clear. And that the community had protested and gotten some 

results from it. I don't know if at that time-- I know close to those times there was a book that 

came about Cesar Chavez, I think, called S_____, and they may have mentioned there that Fred 

Ross, when he was in San Jose to build an organization there, was looking for someone, and 

when he met with Cesar Chavez, one of the things he said, "We have this CSO group that had 

managed to do stuff around Bloody Christmas." I don't know if I'd read that, but that was one of 

the convincing things because there were indictments that came against police in that case. Since 

then, I've read stuff about it in Bert's book and other places, but I did know the kind of outlines 

of Bloody Christmas and that police brutality had been a big issue in those times, and then you'd 

heard some about the Zoot Suit Riots and the police arresting the Chicanos, those things.  



 

 
00:17:09 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Had you heard Roybal's story before?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no. Well, I had seen Roybal at the march when they arrested the thirteen and I'd seen him at 

the march that we'd organized when the Sanchez cousins were killed. We were very gratified that 

he had put it back. I don't know if we were, but I know I was. And these other people say, "Well, 

yes, those are issues, but the reason we're here is because of the moratorium and the police." So 

we had given our arguments, and so it was good to be confirmed. That got it back to where the 

focus was, and I think that that showed that amongst a number of people at many levels in the 

Chicano community, that what was happening with the police was very, very key and that's why 

we had taken up that issue. Salazar was taking up that issue that year. There was a national Civil 

Rights Commission on Mexican Americans and the Administration of Justice, so it was on a 

much bigger scale. When you go back then and start thinking about Watergate and 

COINTELPRO and all these other things, it was actually even a much bigger issue, but I think 

that this was touching on some of those things and then the historic loss of rights during war. I 

think there was a quote somewhere I remember from World War I, "We put the Constitution on 

the shelf to fight World War I," a famous politico back then (unclear). So I think that's some of 

what we were there, but it was Cesar Chavez. I remember people said, well, he was saying things 

along those-- you can't deal with the East L.A. organizing unless we have to overcome the fear of 

the police and etc., etc. And there was Roybal and there were all these others. There were all 

these old-timers like Tony Rios speaking out, because I think he was very centrally involved in 

that case, looking afterward. But anyway, actually, he was beat up in the course of people 

pursuing that case, I think, in any event. So hearing Roybal say that confirmed where we were at.  

 

So now there was a whole lot of things going on and there was concern on a lot of angles about 

power in the Mexican American community, or lack of power and what had happened there. 

Bradley had called for-- he was a city councilman, but he was the progressive and outgoing black 

representative on the City Council, and said there should be a federal investigation in other 

different groups, and people had spoken out to that effect, but we still had very limited power or 

outreach or other on that. But there were all those concerns, and I think you have to look at some 

of those. This is in a kind of retrospect, but here we were taking on these huge problems, and that 

fit right into the whole national policies of those times that ended up getting rid of a president for 

the first and only time. That was our part of it. There's whole other aspects to it, but I don't think 

you can ignore that aspect to it, and then it's even greater importance to us now. But then you 

look at what we were going after and, to a certain degree, achieved by the Christopher 

Commission after there were a number of African American congress people, an African 



American mayor, a number of council people, more Mexican American council people, two, 

maybe three. (Unclear) might have been on the City Council. Might have been three of us on the 

City Council, beginning the large representation in the state legislature and more power in the 

Labor Movement, more stations in Spanish, much larger percentage of the population nationally 

and locally, all of those things. And it still was quite a battle to get rid of Derryl Gates and begin 

to work on what they called the culture of the LAPD, and I would add the sheriffs. And here we 

were without power. We had Roybal, but he was in Washington most of the time. We were 

saying that's a big problem and that we have to deal with it big time, and addressing it in a way 

that hadn't been addressed since Bloody Christmas, let's say, and not have the solid kind of 

neighborhood-based kind of thing that CSO had had at that time. There was neighborhood stuff, 

but it was not of the same kind of tight-knit nature there. We had the Congress of Mexican 

American Unity. It's funny that that's another group that a few months later went by the way, that 

I think was targeted and that we should talk a little bit more about in the wake of the whole 

moratorium experiences, because in thinking about it, one other thing that was taking place and 

that took place during all of this was the transition to the Nixon era from the Johnson era. Here in 

L.A., I think the repression of the moratorium was the ascendance of Nixon policy in many ways 

here in Los Angeles, that got rejected with the election of Bradley later on, because there I think 

you begin to see that Nixon's programs that were moving away from the War on Poverty into a 

more business-model orientation began to happen. You could see that in TELACU, for example, 

but in many other ways, that the city was functioning or trying to function.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Interesting. Okay, this will be the final question and it is probably going to still take some time to 

answer it, but I want to understand your strategizing and if you thought you could be successful 

changing the structure, changing the police structure and the sheriff structure, and did you feel 

that was where you wanted to put your energies and why?  

 

 
01:32:12 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that's what people were saying, that's what Roybal was saying, that's what Cesar Chavez 

was saying, that's what many, many others were saying, so that that was something that we had 

to deal with. We also were saying the La Raza Unida Party is something that we need to have a 

political vehicle for it. That's not how it happened, but those were things that we took up, and 

kind of saying we ought to build the moral force for those causes and then to move them 

forward, and what the community viewpoint was and how we looked at that. So how much it 

was going to come down to the political achievement, well, we wanted to do it, and, I guess, 

thinking of Raza Unida and things was looking at a vehicle that might do that, but I think it was 

more that these are tasks that the community has to dedicate itself to, become aware of, assert its 



concerns, put forward a-- I don't know if we quite thought of that, put forward a program. We 

didn't think of it that way rhetorically, but I guess we were thinking about it. So that was, in 

terms of a strategy, because I think we were saying, "Well, what is the strategy for us?"  

 

In some ways, things that came out of the Denver conferences of 1969 and 1970, there was the 

thinking that spirit has to be implemented and (unclear). There was the concept of Aztlán and 

that in 1970 we begin to implement it and having a Chicano Peace Movement or having a 

political party. Those were two things that were coming out of that thinking. I think Corky kind 

of was putting things in those terms. I didn't quite see it that way as Aztlán, because the whole 

mythological thing about it just was not historically that true, but that the metaphor was, yes, we 

need to build on that, on our historical trajectory and experience. So, strategizing, we felt we had 

to dig in. So what we began doing, we decided in the Moratorium Committee that as things 

subsided and it turned out after the inquests and much of that stuff, we began setting up picket 

lines, a weekend picket of the sheriff's station in East L.A. Who killed Salazar? Wilson. Who 

gave the orders? Pitches, or "Putches (phonetic)," we would say. We did it for a number of 

weeks, and it started building up from maybe 100 and then the next week it was 150 and the next 

it was 500 and it was going to grow. And that's where, then, the Brown Berets came up with a 

whole new thing. But we had a strategy. We could go into a whole other thing, but that's going to 

be more complex.  

 

 
01:34:38 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We'll talk about that next time.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

So we started saying, well, we have to dig into the community and build around the police issue, 

like similar, but in a different way, we had done in setting up the moratorium, because after we 

decided, we talked with MEChA, we talked with my parents, we went up the state, talked to 

Cesar Chavez, activists in the community, up and down the state, called up (unclear), called up 

Tiorina's (phonetic) office and then began going out and talking to other people and speaking on 

the issue and laying a basis for what we were doing. So in L.A., what are we doing? So we had 

decided we're going to focus on the sheriffs. They had killed Salazar. Their jurisdiction was the 

whole county, and even though there was LAPD, sheriffs were around and they ran the jails and 

were around to the whole court system, which was county, and so in terms of mobilizing as a 

focus, that that would be the place to do it. And so that was the strategy that we came up with to 

begin working on the police issue.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay, I think that's a good place to stop, and we'll pick up on-- I do want to ask you about David 

Sanchez and your relationship with him and what role did he play in supporting you or not 

supporting you. So I'll stop it here. (End of April 20, 2011 interview)  
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00:00:39 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is April 29th. I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz in the 

offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute in La Placida Olvera. Mr. Muñoz, Rosalio, last time we 

finished off talking a little bit about what happened in the wake of the moratorium, and you were 

going to start discussing that, but before we go into that, you said you had some thoughts from 

our last interview, things that you remembered or even an epiphany after our last conversation.  

 

 
00:02:3000:05:1900:06:56 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes. Across the street from here, just within the last month, has opened the Plaza de 

Cultura y Artes, which is a big facility for cultural and artistic and other places, things about the 

Mexican American. Their first exhibit is a historical one and I happen to be in it, and they have a 

lot of material. So they used a lot of photos of mine and some even in other places. One photo 

that came up when they're talking about my history or my narrating, it shows a bunch of photos 

of me when I'm, like, a year and a half in Laguna Park at a birthday of my brother's and then 

playing in Lincoln Heights and then going to school in Highland Park and then going to UCLA, 

just different pictures of that, and it goes on. Every decade up until this decade, there's some 

photo or some video. Anyway, there was one in particular that stuck out, that in a way wasn't in 

the sequence or they don't mention it, and it's a picture of me in the "C" basketball team in the 

tenth grade at Franklin High School. And what's interesting about that is that there's several 

Chicanos in the picture besides me. Most of the other pictures from Franklin or from this or that 

didn't have that of clubs or different things I was in. And then I thought about that, "Oh, that's out 

of sequence," because they don't talk about me playing basketball. They say that I'm student 

body president when I'm wearing a suit and all that.  

 

And I thought, yeah, well, this was the first class that was kind of important to me where there 



were other Mexican Americans, because junior high school didn't have that. So, like, one of the 

stars of the "C" basketball team-- I was second string, so I didn't play very much-- was Juan 

Santiago, little short, real brash kind of guy who could shoot real good, was shorter than me, but 

he could really play. So there was somebody in a class, Chicano, that was the best, and it wasn't 

in any other class that I had and it wasn't me in my other classes in junior high school. And then 

on the "B" team was this other guy, Efrain Navarro, who was a good player. I don't think he 

played up to his potential in the senior year because he probably was working, too, but I 

remembered then that he took time out to encourage me to keep on playing basketball, that I 

could do good. I said, "I don't know. I'm not that good." Eventually, I became a pretty good 

basketball player and I remembered that, and so here, then, I began in the high school 

encountering more Chicanos in my classes, and it really helped my performance at basketball, 

not in the intellectual stuff or other things I was doing, but in basketball. I didn't have that kind of 

input again until the United Mexican American Students at UCLA, other Chicanos commenting 

on what I could do, what I was doing, how I could help, or just about me as a Chicano. There 

were some other (unclear), mostly family, and I thought about that and how important that really 

was or became for me, in terms of reaffirming my Mexican___, my Chicanismo that was always 

there. But I got it a lot from my brother. You'd go through this. He introduced me to all different 

kinds of things, the movement, different kinds of music, different kinds of other things, but it 

wasn't outside of, let's say, the family atmosphere, or very rare there.  

 

So that's part of my experience and then part of, I think, maybe some of the passion that maybe 

I've been denied that, so that how strongly then I was able to come out, and that part of my 

experience and my upbringing in my life, but that was ignored or just not there in the overall 

society, and then you got into the water and you started to swim, was what was happening. So 

that's the kind of thing that I picked up, even from my own photos in this museum. There's some 

things I like about it or some things I don't, but just looking at myself, of course, or images that 

were like me then, what that brought to my mind about that experience, and it's really funny 

because I've gone there a few times and I'm there looking at these photos, and there's one photo 

of my brothers and I in Lincoln Heights, and it must have been Christmas because my brother's 

wearing these shoulder pads and it must have been my dad bought them for football. And so we 

got (unclear), and there's my two brothers and we're kind of lined up like we're going to play 

football, which we did for years out in Lincoln Heights, and then we would play against other 

guys, white guys or whatever, in Highland Park at the Highland Park playground, and we're 

doing that. 

 

After turning from looking at this sequence of things, there's these two women in maybe their 

forties or fifties, and they come up to me and, "You're Rosalio Muñoz." And she says, "I'm," I 

think she said, "The niece of Sam Marquez." Sammy was the guy that lived across the street and 

he was more or less my age, and, actually, in this set of pictures that my mother saved for us, 

there's another picture where he's lined up with us. And I said, "Wow!" Actually, before August 

29th, somehow or other, he or his mother, through his mother-- his mother was a friend of my 

mom's-- got in touch and said, "Hey, better watch out on August 29th," because he worked for 

LAPD. But that's the last I'd heard from him and I hadn't heard from him since we moved to 

Highland Park. So these funny little things that are there. So looking back to those kind of 

experiences and then not having them when we moved to Highland Park, that, like, section, 

when I was in junior high school, which was furthest away from the Eastside, further than 



Franklin High School and less integration of Mexicans and fewer in the classrooms and what 

have you, just that changing geographically of where we were and how many Chicanos and what 

their level of involvement was in the whole school life or in classes that I would be part of, how 

much difference that really made, it's something I've been reflecting on since that opened and I 

went and had those experiences, and then also thinking again, well, I didn't really get that kind of 

input again until the end. Going to UCLA was almost like going to junior high school in a way, 

except my brother and sister had been there, so that was an advantage.  

 

 
00:09:18 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, if you could articulate what that meant as far as not having that, if you could put words to 

how you felt, how you think it impacted you on a personal level--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, in the neighborhood right there on Avenue 23, Avenue 24, between Pasadena Avenue and 

Broadway, just this little area, that was our realm of us as little rascals. We were part of the 

community. We were kind of leaders in a way, because when my dad was a little better off and 

all of that, but we were part of a group of kids and it was the whole thing. And when we went to 

Highland Park, it was not that. We were kind of smaller. It took years to get more or less, you 

know-- we generally tended to play together on the same team rather than with different people. 

Actually, there's another thing that happened this year that I remember. My brother, as I 

mentioned, he didn't go to Burbank. He refused to go to Burbank. He wanted to go to 

Nightingale because that was just too white. A year later I went. So he went to Nightingale and 

then would go almost all the way to York and Figueroa, miles away to go home, but in between 

he went with this friend from junior high school, John Heredia, and in between there, those 

places right where John lives, so I guess my brother would walk, they would walk together or 

something, from there going towards the Highland Park area.  

 

Well, we ended up for a while playing football with them, and so it was the Muñoz boys against 

the Heredia boys and competing right in this park, right across from where they lived in 

Sycamore Grove Park. Now that's where the Gold Line stops, right there. It's all different now. 

They had this little shack in the back. Now I stop there all the time because I go hiking up in the 

hills across the way-- John died about two months ago-- when I started going and working out 

right in that spot where we used to play. But I think back to that. We would play football at the 

Highland Park playground afterwards, but that was a little Chicano thing that we did in that kind 

of transition year after moving to Highland Park. We still played our ball closer to the barrio with 

those guys. And then later on we played, but it was a whole different other thing and it wasn't 

something that we talked about, but it was like we were Chicano, we were different, we weren't 



the white guys, and we got along more with the Italians and then with others and that whole kind 

of thing.  

 

So there was that difference that in my life I always idealized the life in the neighborhood in 

Lincoln Heights because we were like a real part of it and we were kind of leaders in it, but didn't 

have to be leaders. We were just part of it. That wasn't quite the reality, wasn't at all in Highland 

Park and in those playgrounds and other things. There was a tightness in the family, and some of 

that tightness-- and even this will help me understand a little bit-- was also the whole Protestant 

thing, because that's not the majority of the Chicano community. Because what this woman said 

that was a relative of Sammy Marquez is that, "Sammy always remarked you were the first 

Protestant family he got to know." And I thought about that and I said, "Well, why wasn't I even 

better buddies with Sammy?" Well, he didn't go to Avenue 21. He must have been going to the 

Catholic school. I'll bet you he went to the Catholic schools. And that statement made me 

remember and think through those little kinds of things that he lost when we moved. I always 

also identify one of the things they did put into this exhibit that they have is that the school I 

went to and a lot of the neighborhood was torn up by the Golden State Freeway, which is part of 

the story of almost all Mexican Americans. They grew up not only in L.A., but Tucson, I've 

talked to people. It was the same thing. I know this person online from Detroit who did all this 

research about the families in Detroit and their experience with repatriation, so I got in touch 

with her and then I was telling her about the freeways. She said, "Oh, yeah, I grew up in Detroit, 

and my grandfather was always saying that they were really out to get me because every time we 

moved, they just built another freeway where we moved to."  

 

I said, "Oh, boy, it's the same story." So that's part of what kind of links you with the whole 

community and other things. So there's a whole set of things, if you start looking at it, that links 

you with that. I don't know if I talked the last time about flying on the planes. At one time I think 

I was flying to Tucson and went on to Albuquerque and I thought about the concept of Aztlán. 

But that concept was I was thinking of an uncle through marriage who worked with Southern 

Pacific and then I was thinking that my dad, he'd talking about flying past Phoenix and he had 

worked in the cotton fields. So I thought, there's the farm fields. And my Uncle Nacho 

(phonetic), who'd worked in factories in Chicago, worked on the aqueduct over here, he was the 

only industrial worker, really, in the two families along with the railroad one. These different 

things that united the migrant streams, the copper mining and other mining and other things that 

became linking the Mexican American community and its history, it's very unifying things. So I 

was in touch with that in my life, but not until the Chicano Movement. I describe this thing too. I 

hadn't thought about it, in a way. I probably mentioned it here, though, that the girlfriend that I 

met in high school, my high school sweetheart, so to speak, we were at UCLA one time walking 

around, and she said, "Well, do you think you could ever be student body president here?"  

 

And I said, "No, it wouldn't happen," and two years later I was. That's what it has in that, and 

what happened in between was the Chicano Movement, and that was very empowering, very, 

very empowering. And just like in high school, going to Mexico and travelling became very, 

very empowering. So that's what I wanted to talk about from that. I guess part of what helps you 

being part of the movement, because feeling in touch with that kind of experience, that history or 

those kinds of things were part of me making a judgment that, hey, well, we Chicano, we 

Mexican Americans, we're not for the war. Even though my dad, he served in World War II as a 



tremendous experience, hey, he was Navy, so when we watched the football games in the fifties, 

when we finally got a TV, we rooted for Navy over Army or Navy over Notre Dame, you know, 

even beside all of that, there's this culture, this way of living that was not going to say, "Hey, 

we're gung-ho to be in the Army." I don't know. I don't know, I was thinking one of the things 

that you kind of know that there's the discrimination. I don't know if it was my brother where I 

got it, but that all the stories about John Wayne against the Indians was a bunch of baloney. And 

I remember, like, even at UCLA, in the first year, I think, Henry Cabot Lodge came and spoke. 

He was the ambassador to Vietnam and he started talking-- was it the tiger cages or something, 

about how the Viet Cong was bestial or whatever, punishing people and prisoners of war and all 

this kind of thing. And I said, "That sounds like what they said about the Indians."  

 

But there was a whole set of experiences, and then as I began to know a little bit more about 

Mexican American history and Chicano history, which I didn't get in touch with until I was in 

UMAS, Ron Lopez or Juan Gomez, and some of the others, P_____, and we then said, "Hey, we 

(unclear) from Mexico," and these other things. And then reading through those things, and you 

can say, no, that's not part of our experience, or, yeah, we can have a movement against the war. 

I could go to jail for five years and all of this. But that was the feeling that--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me get back to the idea that you just expressed, and that is a feeling of empowerment. 

That's what the Chicano Movement gave you.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Right.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What other words would you use to describe the feeling that the Chicano Movement gave you 

and the reconnecting with Chicanos in UMAS after having lived in Highland Park and going to 

high school with mostly white students? What other words could you use to describe that?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there was one that there was responsibility, that to confront that truth of the difference and 

other things, the religious upbringing and morality and that, that you can't deny that. Don't live 

denying that. There's a little bit more to your own fulfillment in being Mexican, and I'd already 

learned that traveling all throughout Mexico, even though I wanted to come back to see Elgin 

Baylor (phonetic) or John Weinstein (phonetic) or whatever it was, that you didn't want to deny 

that there was just all of these cultural media, other things militating against your seeing yourself 

as that. I was really hit by Reyes Tijerina and how he presented himself and some of his points, 

but then some other things seemed, like, ridiculous to me.  

 

 
00:21:41 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Like what, for example?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, that it was our land. Well, then what about the Indians? What about other stuff? You can't let 

them take that away from you. You've got to struggle for that. You've got to respect that. It's a 

responsibility, and I don't know if it's more my responsibility than anybody else's or if I'm going 

to judge people that do or they don't, but it's something I value. And so then there's the (Spanish 

word) or (Spanish word) or Chicanismo, well, those that do, I'm their comrade, or that's me and 

those are the people to respect. So that was a whole other aspect of that and that there were 

people that were dedicating themselves to that. And so there was a movement, and so you needed 

to be part of that and reaffirm that and defend that and nurture that as much as you could. It 

wasn't always easy, you know. You look at it, but I felt that pretty strongly. It's like the feelings 

of family. I'm now abstracting or looking back with the feeling of even being part of more than, 

say, the Protestant community that had certain kinds of values that were not there. But he said, 

"Well, these are the right things," and so you upheld that kind of thing, too, which might be my 

own or my own heritage's particular part of that. Maybe if we have a little time, I'll read a poem 

of my grandfather's that I recently put-- let me see if I have it over here.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you want to read it now? I wanted to ask you, because you've mentioned several times 

Chicanismo. For those who might be not even born yet, they're going to be born in the future and 

they're going to be listening to this interview twenty, thirty, forty years from now, how would 

you define Chicanismo, not what you've read in books and what you've heard other people say, 

but for yourself? What did it mean for you in the sixties and seventies?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Gee. Some of it is the way you walk. I don't know. Like I remember in the sophomore year at 

UCLA and I'm rooming with this friend, Doug Smith, and we had these African American guys 

next door from L.A. High. One of them has been the student body president of his class. But 

anyway, he was looking at me and he looked at me as Chicano. He says, "Oh, I can see how you 

walk." We would walk down to-- there was this coffee shop, Ships (phonetic), in Westwood. 

There we'd go get Mrs. Johnson's famous cream pie, banana cream pie late at night when we 

were studying. Anyway, and he just noticed, "That's the way you walk. You walk like a vato." I 

go, "Huh?" "Yeah, you say guys' guy and stuff." And so I guess there's just, I don't know, certain 

modisms or whatever you want to say, that I guess was maybe the pachuco style or whatever. I 

think in some way it's part of the working-class culture. Even though I came up of what some of 

the more Protestant, more middle-class in this exhibit they call Gente de Razón, but I identify 

with the Indian. I identify with the Cholo or the Pachuco or the Chicano.  

 

People talk, "Well, where does Chicano come from?" And there's all kinds of things, but looking 

back in literature or what's written, the first place I see it used or in reference to is in Ernesto 

Galarza's autobiographical Barrio Boy, when he gets up. I guess it's Sacramento or somewhere 

up there, and in the fields. The fieldworkers are called Chicanos, and it has to be 1920 or earlier 

that he's describing. Cholo and Chicano were there. Now, later on, Cholo and Chicano became 

quite fifties. I thought, oh, that was a fifties term, and then I read about the Californios and all of 

those things, and you see the Cholo came up there. So, yes, you're identifying with the more 

working-class, the more ostracized or marginalized or however that you've been, and that's what 

negating your Mexican___ or Chicanismo, and you don't want to do that. You're going to defend 

that, and that's who you are. You're not ashamed of it. So I don't know if that's getting to the 

question of saying what it is, because then it's like there are different aspects that come into it. 

And then maybe when we get rid of them, we have socialism or communism or something and 

we'll have a whole humanity of all those different kinds of things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

In some of my other interviews I've heard the observation, as well as the critique, that there were 

certain rules or certain standards for being Chicano or being Chicana and that some people felt 

like they didn't fit them all, they weren't "this" enough, they didn't say this enough, they didn't 

walk that way, they didn't talk a certain way, they didn't speak Spanish, they weren't dark-

skinned. So do you remember any of that influence that people felt they couldn't be a part 

because they didn't have certain criteria to be Chicano or Chicana?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I don't know. I didn't let that bother me because I enjoyed being it. That's what I had 

missed out on, so I wanted that. Like, at first, it wasn't the Chicanismo, I don't think. It was more 

the Mexican-ness, in a way, like at UMAS. There was a lot of more Mexican there, and I said, 

"Well, that's a little different, and I don't fit into that," or, "I don't fit into the socioeconomic 

general category," kind of thin, but I didn't let that bother me. Then the other thing was, at least 

at that point, it was like a beginning point and there wasn't kind of a status thing within the 

movement. It's really interesting. I think you were there at this Women's Forum about the 

Chicano Movement, and I think it was Anna Nieto Gomez, but others kind of alluded to it. She 

said the first year of UMAS, the women could speak and they were listened to, but then the next 

year, whatever, once there was funding, once there were all these things, then the guys started 

taking over everything and lording it over all the new ones that came in. So I don't know about 

all the dynamics, but there was a getting in kind of as the train was leaving the station. I didn't 

feel that so much.  

 

There's this thing that I was Ross Muñoz, and so, like, people that were around UCLA will know 

and will even use the term "Ross," even though they never knew me as Ross. There are people at 

UCLA, but like Gil said, (unclear) went there years later, but he knew a lot of the same cast of 

characters. So every once in a while, say, "Hey, Ross." And I said, "Why's that little punk saying 

that?" I guess that's part of maybe (unclear), but I didn't let that get in the way, so I said, "Okay, 

they can call me Ross," but really, when I ran for president, just as I had done at Franklin or 

when I graduated from junior high, I used "Rosalio." I said, "Okay, I'll be Rosalio." So I guess 

there were some of those kinds of things, but, for me, things were moving so fast. There were 

things that needed to get done, and you stepped in the breach and went with it. And then what 

could people say? "Okay, so he's not Chicano enough." But who else is refusing induction and 

doing this, or who else is running for student body? Who else is doing this? There was plenty to 

be done and there was enough of that spirit that was there if you were doing it then. All the other 

stuff was just (unclear). So that's how I looked at that. I don't know. Like, if you're recruiting, 

you want to bring people in, you want to build the movement. You don't want to turn people 

away. So I've always wanted to build the movement.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

What about the aspect of interpersonal relationships? Because we had talked a little bit about this 

off record, how primarily you dated women who were not Chicana.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And then that changed. Are you comfortable talking about that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I think I would be. At this point, I'm not right now, but that's not where my head is. But, yes, I 

didn't have that in that way, and then so my habits, my former-- how I identified was like coming 

through junior high school I was, like, the youngest one in my class, I was the shortest guy or 

whatever, all these other things, so I felt a little bit left out, and this became part of my identity. I 

was not one that was like the party guy. So once I got into it, I didn't assume that, hey, well, now 

it's going to be whatever, and it wasn't part of my value system. So it's, I think, still more within 

the family and other things, so that that didn't change all that much. And it was more with guys, I 

guess, at that point in time. Now there's more relationships with Latinas and Chicanas or 

whatever, but not necessarily of the romantic type, although there've been episodes, but it hasn't 

hit, I guess, or whatever, at any kind of lasting way. I had one relationship during the moratorium 

times with a Chicana, and many things I learned. She was older, on welfare, Alicia. We weren't 

the right fit or the right thing in the long run. I guess maybe-- well, yes, I was looking for a 

relationship with a Chicana, in a way, and I'd had a relationship before. Well, here I'm going into 

the whole Chicano thing, and so that didn't work out or that got put out to the side. So I didn't 

really have the idea, "Well, now I've got to be married Chicano." I didn't draw that conclusion.  

 

Later on, in 1972, I met a woman that was a roommate of who my brother was dating, and we 

fell in love and got married and that whole kind of thing. She was also open and actually started 

working and became a teacher of adult ESL in the Chicano community, and we shared a lot of 



things afterwards. So in terms of the interpersonal thing, I wasn't that nationalist, in a way. I have 

to think about it more and I'll talk a little bit more about it, because it's still-- well, I don't know.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think it's important because it's part of the politics of the period. It's part of the identity aspect 

of the movement. It's part of the nationalist aspect of the movement, and some people who I've 

interviewed mentioned that they were challenged by the women for dating, or by Chicana 

students or Chicana colleagues for dating white women because the front of the movement, they 

were looking at the whole family, the Chicano family, and that kind of put a little wrench into it. 

Do you remember anybody challenging you or questioning you, or did you feel that you had to 

think about it?  

 

 
00:38:11 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I don't know why I wasn't necessarily challenged, although it may be that particular 

relationship at that time shied away from it. I never ran for office in UMAS or anything. I wasn't 

in the leadership of UMAS and so I wasn't in that whole milieu. And then on the moratorium and 

on the anti-draft or other things, I mean, my credentials, I refused to go and I could go to jail, not 

who I was dating, and I guess so how it was done or whatever, so I don't know.  

 

Bert Corona was married to a white woman for most of his fifty years during all this tremendous 

activity, so it wasn't necessarily a requisite. Maybe that was something that happened on the 

campuses more or in other things. Now, my girlfriend Alicia did throw that at me now and then, 

because she said, "Well, you're not relating to me because you like these other white girls more," 

or stuff.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you feel about that? How did you respond?  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

I said, "No." Actually, after the moratorium, we were having a picnic in Lincoln Park, and my 

brother comes by with my old girlfriend from high school, and so my girlfriend then, Alice, she 

was mad about something and she said, "Oh, my god, I better not-- ." Because here we're having 

this kind of movement event, where we would go to the parks and then we would go out and talk 

to people about getting involved in the moratoriums or events or whatever we were doing. So a 

picnic was a picnic, but it was really an organizing tool to reach out to people in that community. 

So I didn't do it. I always regretted that, well, maybe if I hadn't broken up later on with Alice or 

she with me or however it worked. But I said, "Oh, gee," because I still wonder what Julie's 

doing, and every once in a while I'll look on Facebook or somewhere, Google, "Where's that 

person?" So, yeah, I guess that did enter into it, but, hey, I'm going to date whoever I'm going to 

date, or do whatever. But that's the only time I remember that being that. And then one other 

Chicana that I was dating-- well, I didn't really date, but started seeing about it-- she said, "Well, 

I don't feel like I can share with you." She was Mexicana, and so maybe that's just a cultural 

difference or something. So I don't know. So that issue didn't become that big with me.  

 

 
00:40:46 
 

ESPINO: 
 

If you think of something later on, we can always come back to it.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So last time we finished talking, we were on the wake of the moratorium, and you were starting 

to mention some of the organizational things you were doing after the moratorium, the picket 

lines and demonstrations. Can you start from there?  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Well, first of all, it was after August 29th, but it wasn't after the moratorium because it 

was still the Moratorium Committee.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Right. Okay. After the date of the demonstration.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

After the August 29th. One of the things that happened, we were working out of an office on 

Brooklyn Avenue near Mednic (phonetic), right in the Maravilla Center, the Maravilla kind of 

commercial strip of Brooklyn, which is now Cesar Chavez. I still call it Brooklyn, even though 

it's been maybe more time Cesar Chavez or it's going to be past that. And that was because it was 

an office that had been released by the campaign of George Brown, who had run for Senate that 

year. He was a congressman on the Eastside and he ran for Senate against John Tunney, who 

won the primary. And so then he had this place to lease right there, a campaign office, and 

people in the Peace Movement got him to donate it to the moratorium, and we used it all 

summer. So that lease was going to be up in September, and so some people thought-- and it 

wasn't even in our initiative, the Farm Worker office right next on Whittier Boulevard near 

Euclid-- and there was a Euclid Center-- the Farm Workers were leaving that, so that was open. 

So people moved that the moratorium can now have that as their headquarters, so that moved 

into East L.A.  

 

There was the whole politics of the state of siege or whatever you want to call it in East L.A., 

had the police all over, patrolling, was a lot part of that, and then the inquest began. Well, 

(unclear) and I in particular, but we thought, well, the inquest, that is a separate thing from what 

we want to do, building the issue of police brutality and the relationship of the Chicano 

community to the police, and we wanted to begin applying that, but we still had the whole 

question of the police occupation. One of the first things that happened early in September was 

that they had cancelled the 16th of September Parade, the committee that sponsored it. Did we go 

over this period? Okay, so that was cancelled, and then we went through the whole effort of 

dealing with that, and that was a tremendous event. I think I mentioned that they'd be able to use 

the parking lot of the East L.A. College, and then that created the situation where violent 

situations arose and confrontations, and it became a huge thing. But I have to describe that 

experience of that march, because there were, oh, boy, maybe a quarter (unclear), but there were 

just huge amounts of people lining the streets.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

At 16th of September?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Sixteenth of September, because they closed down, I think, First Street, the traditional route to-- 

I don't know if it's Rowan or somewhere in the middle of the First Street kind of commercial 

strip, and then it goes down over to one of the side streets and over to Brooklyn, now Cesar 

Chavez, and then proceeds up through Maravilla and ends up at Belvedere Park, which is near 

East L.A. College.  

 

Anyway, the streets were lined with people, and some of the places you go by, kind of empty 

lots, and people are on the roofs and people are along the side and they were just cheering and 

cheering. The Moratorium Committee delegation-- apparently there were two-- just swelled and 

swelled from a few hundred to a few thousand. Who knows how many. And other people were 

marching. Things about Salazar, things about the moratorium. It was a show of the community's 

anger at what had happened and support for us to continue. That's how we felt about it. And then 

you came to the end of it and you had this violence that erupted and that distracted from that 

whole reality of how the community looked at the whole thing, but it was also in the middle of 

the inquest, so that people's minds were more the inquest, and it was looked at-- there was 

reasons to say, well, there were people that wanted violence that were there, but the way that it 

had gotten set up and that we'd been postponed. We'd had that taken, and it was a confused 

whole kind of a thing.  

 

But then the inquest, I think, took over people's concerns, and even the movement, and a lot of 

the groups that were involved all around it. So we began looking at how do you get back from all 

of these things and try to set your own base, set your own approach, not get caught up in all of 

this different turmoil that was there and try to get some sense back into it in our terms. We were 

working by that time pretty closely more with Armando Morales, who I think I mentioned the 

time before. He had been working on the issue of police-community relations for a long time. I 

guess his father had been in it, parents had been active in the CSO organization, and he had, I 

think, gotten a little bit involved and he had also gotten involved in the Council of Mexican 

American Affairs, I think, CMAA, which was a major community organization, primarily 

professionals. And there were people, long-term activists in that, like Dionicio Morales, like Phil 

Montes. I have photos and other things of those. My dad, I think, went to some of those meetings 

or had got some of their mailings, I think, on his own, which also probably (unclear) his capacity 

as a professional in the school system, an administrator. I know Armando had also been involved 

in Police-Community Relations Committees and looked at the issue from then, and then during 



the Chicano Movement had testified on some of these things, the civil liberties things. He was 

kind of the resident kind of expert in terms of scholastic approach or an academic and historical 

approach to the issues.  

 

There were others very much involved. The ACLU had established a kind of place to make 

complaints and had funded a project. Art Garcia was a guy, younger-- he's older than I was, from 

the Happy Valley area that worked. He was in a wheelchair, but he was, like, a volunteer at one 

of the Legal Aid offices, and they had an office where people could come in and make 

complaints during that time of the movement. There was the Barrio Defense Committee that was 

emerging, that Celia Rodriguez, who had been a long-term activist, was in. So there was a whole 

set of different things, and Armando was not in the ones that raised bail money and got lawyers, 

but he studied and wrote about it. So we were working with him, and he had been working up a 

number of recommendations, analysis. He'd analyzed the deployment numbers. Like, on the 

Eastside you had LAPD and you had sheriffs and then you had highway patrols patrolling the 

freeways and some of the state-designated highways that ran through the general East L.A. area, 

so that he would analyze how many police were out per square mile or whatever, in East L.A., 

compared to Beverly Hills or the Valley or these other places, and then what were the number of 

arrests in these areas over a period of years and for what, and that there were just so many more 

arrests for alcoholism, drunk driving, and everything in East L.A., but there were other evidence 

that alcoholism was just as big of a problem in other areas. So why were so many Mexicans 

arrested on weekends, especially for alcoholism, and it just wasn't happening in all these other 

areas?  

 

I'd have to go back and read all this, but also in his book he comes up with the history of 

statements of police officers going back to 1915 or going back to even the nineteenth century, 

but then of Chief Parker and very racist statements that he made, the statements of the heirs, the 

sheriffs at the Sleepy Lagoon thing where Mexicans, you know, it was like in our genes to be 

violent. I forget the whole quotes now, but you can go back and look at the whole history of 

overt racism. And he looked into the different commissions in terms of violence, because there 

was the Kerner Commission, I think it was, that looked into civil disruption at that time, and 

there may have been another one, and the recommendations. We had to deal with some of the 

systemic problems of racism and all of this.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you meeting with him on a regular basis?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

It was becoming pretty regular, yes. We were working together. It's hard to remember all the 

different details because it went over a period of time and it increased, and then later on we met 

them. But by sometime in October, we jointly met with this elite group of the L.A. corporate 

downtown sector and made a joint presentation of what we thought changes we wanted to 

recommend. And it's kind of like (unclear) looked at so much, (unclear), "Okay, we're supporting 

that, and that's what we want to work with."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were there any women involved in that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Not that I recall. Not that I recall, unfortunately.  

 

 
00:54:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Last time you did talk about that meeting, the one where Roybal gives his testimony.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Right. But what I'm indicating now is that that was the result of beginning to focus on this and to 

look at it more deeply and try to get into the whole historical perspective and analytic structures 

to begin with, just like we looked at the number of deaths in Vietnam of Chicanos. Well, what is 

the number of arrests and what is the number of this and what is our factual basis, and then what 

is the direction we want to move on that?  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember what was the direction you wanted to move in? For example, with the 

Moratorium Committee you had the demonstration, you had the antiwar position. What direction 

did you want to move with this?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we wanted to have public demonstrations. We wanted to bring out what were the cases, 

how much that there was a problem, which, of course, law enforcement totally denied and that 

the media and others didn't, and then to communicate the pervasiveness of the problem and how 

deeply it was because still and afterwards, well, we need law enforcement. It doesn't mean you 

don't need law enforcement, but you don't need racist law enforcement. But, no, you need law. 

Anyway, so how pervasive that was and that it was more than just this mistake or this aberration 

or these accidents and poor policy that resulted in the killing of Salazar, but it was just the whole 

overall thing and the political thing.  

 

Now, Armando's arguments were towards both, and that there was this systemic political and 

intentional thrust of that that came out of the Red squads and all kinds of other things, of 

deliberate policies, and that we had with Católicos Por La Raza with the walkouts, with the 

attacks on the moratoriums and other things. I mean, there was the concern also around the 

whole undercover kind of subversion of things, although I don't know if we got as developed into 

that, which we should because it was going on all this time as this was happening. So one of the 

things that we began-- I don't know how much I went into it, but the tactic that the (unclear) 

came is that we were going to focus on the sheriffs. There had been the number of Chicanos that 

had died, or Spanish surname, maybe they weren't all Chicano, but we kind of looked at it in the 

substations, (unclear) substations in East L.A., and there was something like six or seven within 

a year this time, and Salazar had been reporting on it. There'd been a demonstration July 4th of 

1970 before the moratorium, and there was also the question of the shootings-- this was LAPD-- 

of the Sanchez cousins. But we were going to focus on the sheriffs because of the attack on the 

moratorium, because of what was happening in the jail in East L.A. And then there were political 

reasons because the sheriffs covered all of the county plus all of the jails and the court systems, 

which were counties over there, county sheriffs, and not the city, so that the whole constituency 

had its gripes and concern and leverage on the sheriff, whereas in the city, it was half the size or 

less. That was where the attack had been.  

 

So that was our focus on doing that, and so we began to have weekly demonstrations at 

Belvedere, right there at the sheriff's station on Third Street in Los Angeles, near where now the 

East L.A. Civic Center is. And we had pictures. I had forgotten, we started maybe with 50 the 

first time, maybe the last week of September, and then the next week there was 150, and the next 

week there were 300 or 400. It was beginning to grow as bringing people together. I should look 

up some of those photos of some of the demonstrations. Well, at the same time, our office in the 



Farm Workers was in the city part. It was a two-story, old wood-frame, wasn't in very good 

condition, but all of a sudden, all kinds of people were coming to live there or wanted to stay 

there or stay overnight. I moved in, but I was also staying at my girlfriend's, sometimes at my 

parents', and Bob Elias was there, others. There were a few that lived there, the organizers, but 

then there was room for others. And what happened was that there were a lot of people were 

coming in from out of town, and they were just young teenagers, not teen, maybe they were in 

their twenties, and wanting to hang out and be part of the thing, and they were hanging around 

with Brown Berets, a lot of them. At first, it was a few or now and then, and then it began to 

grow. We were being busy. We should have taken care of those. I don't know why we didn't care 

of all of those problems. But it began to then become part of what some Berets-- Ralph Ramirez, 

who was a leader in the Berets and other were saying, they said they wanted to demonstrate 

against the police.  

 

And we said, "Well, you can do that, but the Moratorium Committee is going to be focusing on 

the sheriffs," and they became gradually more and more insistent on this. And so somewhere in 

October, then others-- and there was one particular guy that showed up that started hanging 

around and that went with the Berets, Frank Martinez was his name, and he was kind of nuts, I 

think. He had this bravado that he had, and whatever, and he began-- and I think there were some 

other, but for certainly him-- coming around with a rifle. It's like he was super militant and all of 

this. So at some point there was some meeting that was gathered at the office there, and all these 

Berets wanted to push the thing and people armed, and then there were moratorium people and 

others, friends, and some of them armed. And we're sitting in the middle of this thing and people 

are saying, "Well, we should do the police." "The Moratorium Committee's going to do this." 

"Well, we want to have an election of the Moratorium Committee." And then it was also getting 

very tense, so we just judged, well, we were working with people, all the contacts that we had 

had all the time, and these folks had not done anything to build August 29th. The Berets had 

been involved, and some of them, I don't know, not really that many that I knew that were in the 

room.  

 

I don't know what Ralph Ramirez had done about the other marches because a lot of the women-

- I know David had been involved and a few other of the guys. But in any event, these aren't the 

ones we're dealing with, and we don't need to have a shootout or any kind of confrontation, and 

we're dealing on all these other levels. So we can go somewhere else and deal. We don't need to 

do this. So we said, "Okay, you guys are going to do what you did." And so we eventually, very 

shortly, got an office over at the TELACU that Esteban Torres had. He was then the head of the 

Congress of Mexican American Unity. Before that, it had been Reverend Antonio Hernandez 

who had given us some office space at the Euclid Center, which was actually next door to where 

this house was. But anyway, so we began to work out of there, and we, by that time, had a few 

meetings with some of this committee. There was some guy with an insurance company, Fred 

something, later became a figure in the Bradley coalition. I forget his name, but anyway, he was 

kind of going to be their liaison, and then there was me and Armando, and I don't know if 

Ramses was at all the meetings, and then the African community, African American community, 

we began a couple of discussions involving Reverend Edgar Edwards, the United Church of 

Christ guy, African American minister. So we were beginning to do that, but then this whole 

thing came up, and then we began, then, working out of TELACU on Atlantic, began to develop 

our plans that (unclear) was. We came up with the idea we wanted to show the breadth of the 



problem and the depth of the problem and how it was an everyday thing in the community. So 

Ramses came up with the idea, "At East L.A. there's some problems, but we think there's unity. 

Most of the people want to deal with the problem, but out in the different barrios outside of East 

L.A., there's also very strong support on this issue and it's a countywide issue."  

 

So we went and talked to people in four different key areas, kind of the cardinal points of the 

compass. So in the north there was the San Fernando Valley, where we had a very strong base, 

Irene Tovar and others. There was a Moratorium Committee that had been set up there. In the 

Pomona area, Claremont, well, I had established some kind of a base with the Claremont 

Colleges, but there were the community groups there that were very strong. On the west side in 

the Venice, Santa Monica area, there was the Bay Area Latino Association, or BALA, that was 

kind of like Brown Beret, but it was its own organization. And in the south, in the San Pedro 

area, there was a health task force, Joel Flores and Ernesto Duran and others. There was a Brown 

Beret chapter that was very strong and we related to them. "So we will start a march," and the 

concept became, "We'll have a march from four corners of the county. They will go through 

every barrio that you could march through and have picket lines as you march through by 

whatever police or sheriff's station is there and then meet after a few days in the middle of the 

county," which would be East L.A. at the sheriff's station. So that would be where the 

moratorium happened, where these so-called suicides and big parks, so that we would show that 

it's a whole countywide problem and then also bring out some of the political things.  

 

So we began organizing and then talking with other community groups, getting involved in this 

kind of framework, and we began looking towards the date to be January 31st of 1971. So now 

that was what we were working on to do. So now these other guys, I guess, were in this house in 

Lincoln Heights and doing whatever their meetings were. And apparently this guy Martinez and 

maybe others were out marching in the front with a rifle, and then the cops came in and raided 

them a couple of times, and there were reports of scuffles and guys getting beaten by the cops a 

couple of times, probably. So they began raising that they were being harassed and kicked out of 

town by the LAPD, so eventually people said that police should stop raiding. So there was a 

letter, an open letter that came out against it and we signed it and Esteban Torres, other people, 

"Yeah, we don't want the police. We don't that." We, of course, had our own strategy of doing 

this demonstration, not as necessarily the Moratorium Committee, but we were the Moratorium 

Committee. I don't know which came first, but eventually there was one raid where there were 

people beaten up, and then this group called for a demonstration on January 9th to defend the 

Moratorium Committee. Well, the person that had been elected the head of the Moratorium 

Committee was this guy Frank Martinez. Now, I don't know whoever voted for him. I'd like to 

find out. I don't know if anybody would say they voted for him if you interview them why. I 

think he was just a front for whoever else had their little plans.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Who would that be?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, Martinez later made a confession to groups and it came out in the media and other things 

that he was being paid at that time by the Alcohol, Tobacco, and whatever of the federal 

government and that he had also worked on some stuff for LAPD and he'd infiltrated Casa le 

Carnalismo (phonetic) and had marched in the moratorium and done some stuff. There was one 

person that was not part of the Berets that had been around. I actually didn't know him. I'd 

remember him from August 29th, although I guess he was hanging around the office and doing a 

lot of different things. Probably I was traveling a whole lot. I just didn't remember him until 

afterwards, but there's even an article in the L.A. Times where he makes a statement on 

September 3rd on behalf of the moratorium and he's quoted, Sergio Robledo. He came to me out 

there by the TELACU office and so he spent about an hour, an hour and a half, trying to 

convince me to return back and work with these guys. I don't know if it was before or after the 

violence now. I remember (unclear) say, "Hey, you sure can talk," because I never agreed to it. 

"We're going to do what we're going to do."  

 

Years later, well, a few years later, people saw Sergio driving around in an LAPD car, and he 

later became the head of homicide in Southeast section, and after he retired he worked for Kroll 

and Associates, which is known as the CIA, the private CIA. It's a corporate thing. I think 

Bratton worked for them, more or less at the same time that Sergio was there, and then later on 

worked for some other similar firm, and now, I think, has his own private investigator outfit. I've 

got things of where, after 9/11, I think he was working for Kroll and maybe others. At Caltech 

there was a whole thing on counterterrorism, and he was one of the speakers in this big 

conference on all of these things. In one of the articles about him they gave a bio. They said 

"Will he retire from the LAPD in 1995 after twenty-six years of service?" Well, if you do the 

math, that's 1969. He got involved in the moratorium in 1970, so my assumption was that he was 

an agent of the LAPD, if not others as well. And so this guy Frank Martinez and Sergio Robledo 

were two of the people beat up by the cops or that got injured by the police in whatever 

happened in this house at that time. So in my view, the game the police did is that they went over 

and helped supposedly move aside the Moratorium Committee and replace us, and then got beat 

up and called their own demonstration to counter what we were doing. They beat up their own to 

give them credibility as not police or as anti-police. So that was one of the games going on.  

 

So in the meantime, as we're going out building our thing for the 31st, I think it was-- yes, it was 

out in the Pomona area, some Berets went out to the Pomona Berets that were part of the 

collective that was coming together to build that leg, or whatever, spoke of the demonstration. 

And (unclear), "Well, you can't march as a Beret with that." I said, "Well-- ." Because apparently 

there was one guy that was maybe (unclear), was built like a linebacker, in the Berets, and he 

said, "Well, I'm probably going to wear my beret, and if you want to come and try and knock it 

off, you could try." And so they pulled back. So maybe a few days after we heard about that 

meeting-- in other words, some people said, "Well, we want to defend the Berets. We don't want 

them attacked." But people were saying, "But to demonstrate against the sheriffs, we're going to 

march with this thing that Rosalio and Ramses and Gil Cano are putting together." So then we're 



probably in December about that time. David Sanchez is back in town and he calls up and he 

says, "Look, I've been out of town. All this stuff should never have happened," and this and that 

and the other. "We need to get back together and we need your help on this demonstration on 

January 9th because it could get violent," or whatever. Everybody said, "Oh, my god." Well, our 

priority was January 31st, so, well, if we're part of this, that could be okay, but our priority's 

going to be January 31st, but we'll become part of that. So maybe a week beforehand, or 

whatever, then we said, "Well, we're sponsoring this thing," and these other guys went off to the 

side or they weren't around, Frank Martinez or Ralph Ramirez or any of these other people. So 

then we went on to this demonstration.  

 

Well, come the beginning of the year, then, there are different demonstrations coming up 

protesting what the police did. At one of them, a number of Los Angeles members of the 

Communist Party were marching, and so the LAPD made a whole big attack against the January 

9th march and that there's all these Communists behind it. I think Dorothy Healy was one, and 

Pierre Mandal and Rose Chernin, lot of interesting, nice people. And Davis came up with this 

thing saying, "Swimming-pool Bolsheviks are subverting the Chicano youth and really leading 

them down the-- they're the ones behind it." And at other points in statements of the chief he 

attacked Father John Luce and the Church of the Epiphany and other things. So there was this 

whole, then, media attack with the anti-communism being the number-one thing to attack the 

moratorium. And so we looked at it, "Well, we're together now, you know, where we could have 

dealt with that other problem, and so they're coming at us in that angle." And so we said, "No, 

well, everybody's welcome as long as they go along. If they want to follow the rules, anybody 

can participate," and all that kind of thing.  

 

Conrad did this cartoon that came out of the L.A. Times, the cartoonist, that famous L.A. Times 

cartoonist. Davis had also been making a request to have some kind of submarine vehicle to 

patrol the harbor. So this cartoon, there's this big swimming pool with white people or whatever 

and all around it and underneath it's this little kind of little submarine, and inside is a guy that 

looks kind of like Ed Davis, and there's a periscope and they're looking for Bolsheviks, I guess. 

Anyway, that became part of the issue. It didn't have some of the credibility or some people were 

responding against that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that worrisome to you, that link to communism at that time, looking back?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

No.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Not looking back. At that time, if you could take yourself back to that point.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. No, I wasn't-- well, was it bothersome? Well, they're going to throw something at us, so 

that's what they're going to throw at us.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, just growing up with the Cold War in the 1950s and the anti-communism, how did you feel 

about being linked to--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I never went for anti-communism. I didn't think they were the problem. Communists had 

been more or less supportive. There were different Communist groups and stuff, or said they 

were Communist, but the Communist Party USA never had been a problem. They'd been 

supportive of us along with others in the Peace Movement and progressive movements, and they 

weren't trying to tell us what to do and they didn't inter-- it was all bullshit.  

 

So if we turn on that one, then you're going to turn on the next one and you're going to turn on 

the next one, you're going to turn on this one. And so that was part of the landscape. They're 

going to throw anti-communism at you. Why do that? Why give in to that? You're not going to 

give in to the other stuff they're doing, so why give in to that? We've got our agenda. So that 

didn't bother, you know. I remember Father Luce was very supportive, and, actually, he invited 

me to be the speaker at their January 6th fiesta. That is the main church of the parish of East 



L.A., which was a number of different things that the same set of priests, Episcopal priests had. 

Their main church was in Lincoln Heights, the Church of the Epiphany, so January 6th is the 

Epiphany. The fiesta was more of the Reyes Magos, the Three Kings, which was part of the 

whole story. So January 6th at the parish they had a big party and a big procession with 

mariachis marching around the heart of Lincoln Heights neighborhood because primarily 

Chicano neighborhood at the time-- still is, by and large-- and one of the first kind of mariachi 

masses and everything else. That's a whole other story, but I guess that's a part of how Father 

Luce got into the whole mix. Now, what they told me afterwards, Davis was an Episcopalian, 

and the bishop, the Episcopal bishop, ended up telling him, he says, "I don't want you attacking 

our priests." He says, "If you continue to do this, you won't be able to commune in the Episcopal 

Church." So anyway, that was all part of the ambience. We weren't looking at January 9th as 

here it was to defend the moratorium and the people you were defending now were gone.  

 

So we went to the demonstration and were going to be part of, like, monitors, and I don't even 

think that there were speakers. It was, like, from East L.A. and then a picket line at Parker 

Center, so I don't know of anything about a program on it, but there was a big picket line. And at 

some point, the police came out of Parker Center and broke up the picket line, and what they 

were saying, it was very similar to August 29th. They were saying that there were people across 

the street. I think there was a construction site or whatever, and they were doing some kind of 

disruption, so they had to go through the picket line to get to them, and that's what happened. 

Now, after that, then people were dispersed and a number of people, they say-- and I don't 

necessarily doubt it-- people ran down the street. Some ran towards Broadway past the L.A. 

Times Building and throwing rocks and things. So rocks went through the L.A. Times, and then 

some people went further down Broadway and there were rocks thrown through windows at a 

few other places. So this was another riot that happened. I don't know. If Father Luce had called 

me up and advised me I should go down to Chandler's, say I'm sorry this happened, and I didn't 

do it. Maybe that would have been the right kind of PR, you know. It wasn't our intent, but 

somebody did it, and maybe that would have been the best way of relating. And looking back on 

it, the L.A. Times, it was their reporter that got hit. They weren't saying it was all Chicanos' fault, 

and you have to question some of the things the sheriffs-- or this happened or this or that, but this 

created kind of a justification for them to say, "Well, they're attacking us, too, so why should we 

put up with these guys?" But we had nothing to do with it, of course, but then it just, in the 

scenario, so to speak, of the whole thing-- and I don't know, that might have been, or whatever, 

or on the other hand, you could also see the LAPD or whomever is behind it, the FBI or 

whomever, just like killing Salazar was not only something against Chicanos, it also was a 

message to the press. And here's another message to the press.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Last time you started to talk about the transition to the Nixon era. Is this the place where you 

started thinking about that as well?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no, I didn't really begin thinking about that until a little bit later and then years later.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you thinking about the state, as far as the repressive state, at this time when you had an 

experience like this with the police, or not yet?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Not really as fully as I do now, and seeing all those interlinks at this point. Because we were 

saying, well, this is a historical Los Angeles problem that we have and it's also a national one, 

but we're dealing with it here because we want to empower Latinos here, and it was a more local 

approach and not the national approach. And so I didn't look at it in that way. Now I do. Now I 

look at it, well, what are the different factors going on.  

 

Now, in terms of the Nixon administration, where that came to my awareness was more after 

January 31st, and then word came-- I forget how-- that people in the major agencies, like 

Mexican American Opportunities Foundation and others, were being told, especially in some of 

the jobs programs. Because who were the jobs programs? It was people from the barrio that were 

being hired, that were also many of whom were marchers.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'd like to stop here and then start up with that, because you also talked a little bit about that last 

time, about the Congress of Mexican American Unity, what was the impact of these new 

conservative pressures to challenge them and to challenge their work and to take away those War 

on Poverty funds.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. Well, see, I wasn't in that arena, but, yes, we can talk about that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You said that starts January 31st, which is a few weeks--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That's where it becomes to my consciousness.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So I'm going to stop now. We can pick that up next time because that's a whole long discussion. 

(End of April 29, 2011 interview)  

SESSION ELEVEN (05/06/2011) 
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ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is May 6th. I'm interviewing Mr. Rosalio Muñoz in the offices 

of the Mexican American Cultural Institute. Today, Rosalio, I'd like to talk about what happened 

after August 29th as far as your focus on police brutality and also some of the other elements of 

repression, not just police repression, but government repression, repression towards some of the 



War on Poverty organizations that you started to talk about last time. I don't know where you 

prefer to start. Would you prefer to start with--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think we can start on the-- we kind of left off after January 9th. There was a 

demonstration that had originally been called around the police attacks on the RUMP (phonetic), 

or whatever you want to call Moratorium Committee, that had supposedly taken over from 

myself and Ramses Noriega, Gil Cano, that actually was composed off-- the leader of it that they 

had was a federal agent or kind of being handled by federal agents, and that one of the key 

people involved was an LAPD officer, both of them that were beaten by police in a raid on the 

moratorium office. Then as a result of the raids on those people and others, a demonstration was 

called. But all of that was happening when we, the real Moratorium Committee, were organizing, 

beginning to implement a plan to really take on the police issue, and it was gathering some steam 

when all of this took place. So then that demonstration happened. The police broke it up. Again, 

it was a very contentious time. I think a lot of research needs to go into what happened in that 

demonstration.  

 

But what I want to first refer to is looking at what happened in that period, because eventually 

they made it virtually impossible to call for demonstrations in Los Angeles for a period, and 

what I noticed afterwards and became reinforced in my mind is that from that point onwards, I 

trace how the Nixon administration's policies being applied in Los Angeles, you know, and I 

think we might want to also look at other cities-- I'm not that aware because I was so much 

involved in Los Angeles-- began to be implemented and that the Poverty Program began to shift 

away from providing direct jobs to people to work in the communities as the GLACA program, 

Greater Los Angeles Community Action whatever-- I forget; I think that's the name-- the 

Neighborhood Adult Participation Project, which was a major thing, where they were training 

community organizers to go out and get people to do jobs and to get educated and to have 

community activities and from programs that created summer jobs through the government, kind 

of following up on the WPA, CCC, Great Society version of that kind of thing in this period. 

From Nixon it went to a more business model and away from integrating people into government 

programs, and I think you can see that even, let's say, in the TELACU organization that was very 

much involved in heading up the Congress of Mexican American Unity. At the time, Esteban 

Torres was the head of that, was doing that. I think if you really look at it from that point on, a 

transition happened where TELACU, from being a community union emerging out of the UAW 

and the Teamsters Union, two of the major independent unions outside of the AFL-CIO at that 

time, and with the Ford Foundation cooperation was establishing things like TELACU. There 

was a Watts Neighbor Action Committee that Teddy Watkins headed up in South Los Angeles, 

and I imagine there were similar kinds of things, even like the UCLA programs that got going. 

The High Potential Program was getting funding from those sources. But afterwards, TELACU 

became a more corporate model of economic development then, the Community Union, even 

though it still holds that name. I think eventually Esteban Torres, who came out of the Union 

Movement, was not so much associated with that, but with his own kind of thing. I trace some of 



that to 1969. Nationally, you had Spiro Agnew going around challenging the media, challenging 

this, that, and the other, the left-wingers and the nitery nabobs of-- I forget how the quote went-- 

and changing the political mood happening.  

 

In Los Angeles, in March-- I may have gone over some of this material before, but in March of 

1969, so this is two months after the inauguration of the Nixon administration, somehow an 

LAPD guy, a sergeant, I think, is testifying before a Senate subcommittee, a Sergeant Thom's, T-

h-o-m-s, I think, about subversive activities of the Poverty Program and other related groups in 

Los Angeles, mentioning the Congress of Mexican American Unity and the Brown Berets and 

TELACU and the Neighborhood Adult Participation Program and on and on and on, and all of 

these groups were subversive.  

 

Now, Salazar wrote a column on that, exposing this guy had been in community relations and 

was supposedly trusted and working with everybody, and he went from the good cop to the bad 

cop. But how this guy who isn't necessarily representing the department is there testifying in the 

Senate, how do those things happen? I think that that's a precursor of starting to change the urban 

policies in the United States and in Los Angeles, and Los Angeles being, at that time much more 

than today, both a black and brown city. I think the statistics were almost equal at about 18 

percent, or 20, around that. Maybe the Latino was starting to move beyond the African American 

population. So that began happening at that time, and then with the attacks on the moratorium, I 

think you can almost look at them in those lights, that Reagan being governor, Yorty, who was a-

- I call him a Nixicrat, had moved. Like when Reagan was elected governor, Yorty was a 

Democrat, but somehow or other he was at the victory party in 1966 for Reagan, and that he also 

had won election and was running a campaign aligned with the Nixon foreign policy, and very 

racist at that very time against then Councilman Tom Bradley, which Yorty won. So you could 

see the city policies. Those things were changing. Looking back on others, there was a housing 

study that was done by the city, called "A Strategy for City Survival" that was published in 1971, 

but they must have been gathering their information in 1970, which blamed the community, both 

in the African American but the Mexican American communities had less respect for civil order. 

So we were rioting, I guess, might have been what they were saying. Like in Lincoln Heights 

there was very bad housing, and the way to do it was to move, to get relocation and rent 

supplements. It had changed. Under the Johnson administration, the kind of computer-based 

models were more from the space program, but probably still under Johnson, but definitely under 

Nixon, this move to being the kind of models was the defense industry and the weapon system. 

This particular one was based on, they said, the weapon system analysis of the Vietnam War, so 

it was a definite change in policy.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember feeling, specifically with the moratorium, with the Antiwar Movement, a 

backlash because of some of the--  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not in the community.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Right, but I mean like from what you're talking-- a way to explain the repression. Do you feel 

like there was language used, or in your experience was there language used, like subversive and 

some of those other-- ?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

That language was not very much used at all against the moratorium on August 29th, but when 

we came to January, that was it, that the chief of police came out with a press conference 

attacking-- I don't know if I went over that. The "swimming pool Bolsheviks" were using the 

Mexican youth to move their subversive program forward, and that was the chief of police's and 

he attacked Father John Luce and others for being kind of part of this whole kind of thing, and 

that became a major issue, that the Moratorium Committee should not have Communists.  

 

So we came out and said, "No, wait a second. It wasn't the Communists that broke up the January 

9th demonstration. It was the LAPD that brought the violence, and as long as people come and 

respect our rules and respect our leadership, our monitors, everybody's welcome to be in this. 

This is about people's rights."  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Having come of age during the Cold War-- I might have asked you this last time, but I'm going 

to ask you it again-- what was your feeling towards communism at that time?  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

My personal feelings at that time?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes, when they would call you that, subversives, Communists.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I just thought it was a bunch of bullshit. I mean, now we're going back, in a way. We used 

to go-- there was a Goodwill Industry, still is, there in Lincoln Heights near where we lived, and 

on weekends it was unguarded, so we would do little raids because they had comic books and 

people would leave a lot of different things there. So we would find the classic comic books and 

this that people would leave or been looking for some of those things. One of the things that we 

found was a book that somebody left. Now, this is near the McCarthy era time, so people might 

have been getting rid of-- but it was called Russians Don't Surrender. And, you know, we were 

so much into the wars and all of that. I remember I'd got to the Lincoln Heights Library, and we'd 

look at all the different airplanes, the F-86 Sabrejet and the F-80 Star fighter, the new jets and all. 

We knew all this stuff and the names of the tanks and all of this stuff, and so here it was about 

the Soviet stuff fighting against Hitler. So this was a book about that that the Russians were a 

good ally to fight in the war. So it must have come out in the forties. So we read that. I said, "Oh, 

yeah."  

 

So to me in some ways, and I think we had that a lot of the anticommunism was just the kind of 

same thing people did against the Indians or against Mexico for invading Mexico or things like 

that. I looked at a lot of that. I remember at UCLA my freshman year-- I don't know if I covered 

this material, but Henry Cabot Lodge, who had been a vice presidential candidate or was to be, 

came. He was the ambassador to Vietnam and talked about how the North Vietnamese and the 

Viet Cong were using torture techniques and, I think, tiger cages and all this kind of stuff that 

was part of the propaganda at that time. I remember sitting there in Royce Hall listening to him, 

and I said, "That's the same stuff they used to say about the Indians." So that stuff didn't-- I did 

not have that feeling of anticommunism. When I was in Mexico in 1962, '63, it was at the time of 

the Cuban Missile Crisis, and all my friends were all wanting to go sign up and wrote me these 

letters, my basketball friends. Over in Mexico there was a total different take on it, not 

necessarily pro-Soviet Union, but, "Wait a second. Let's look at this in a more rounded way," 

was how Novedades or Excelsior, the Mexican papers, were talking about it over there.  



 

So I didn't go for that, and the Communists and other progressives had been helpful to us. We 

had had a fundraiser the Peace Movement had done that the Communist Party was part of, where 

they raised funds. Pete Seeger and Arlo Guthrie sang, another of the long-term progressives, 

some of them had been blackballed, did a benefit. Several thousands of dollars were raised at 

that, and the Communist Party, there were people that were not with the Communist Party that 

were in the Peace Movement, but they made a contribution to us. So I said, "Well, no." We did 

not have that fear, and they weren't trying to influence us in any kind of way or coming to 

meetings or making suggestions. We were doing this and they respected our initiatives, and so 

their position was to support those kinds of things. That was not our orientation. It was another 

way they were trying to block what we were doing, and so we did not go for that. We said, 

"We're not going to tell people that." But it was a major issue, and we had to have a press 

conference on it and state that's what our position was at that time.  

 

 
00:17:28 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, just before we go on, if you look at some of the organizations before, for example, the 

CSO in the forties when they had accusations of being Communist and being subversive, they 

had debates within their own group. There were some people who were anti-Communist. Did 

you find that within the moratorium? Did you find people who were afraid and who didn't want 

to have any connection with communism or any other leftist groups? Like, the Maoists were big 

and the Trotskyites were big.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I think different people felt different degrees of comfort or discomfort with the Communist 

Party, and some of the Trotskyites, I think, were a little pushy in terms of their approach on 

things and wanting to influence, but they were not any problem. I think, unfortunately, in some 

ways, they weren't really part of our organization. They weren't trying to burrow into our 

organization at that point. Maybe they didn't have that many young members at that time that 

were in the Chicano community later on. That was a different situation, but at that time, nobody 

was trying to tell us what to do. We were doing what we were doing based on the own history of 

our community and our own experiences and the problematic of what our community was vis-à-

vis the establishment, vis-à-vis the society, vis-à-vis the culture, and so that's what we were at. 

So we saw that as a diversion, a red herring or whatever, on those kinds of things. I guess the 

Black Panthers and Angela Davis were receiving some of that kind of a thing, but it had not 

been, to my mind, that prevalent at all against the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles. But at that 

point, that was the situation. I think now over the years and experience in politics, electoral 

politics, and, gee, now even with Obama and looking at how he tries to move his program 



forward, but the Republicans are coming back, or how Clinton tried to do things and Newt 

Gingrich and them came and did all these different-- as you get new administrations and wanting 

to change policy and the resistance and the pressures to change and the media campaigns and all 

of these kinds of things, looking at things from that experience now back to that, I see that as part 

of what was happening.  

 

I wouldn't necessarily, though, be totally that way, perhaps the Nixon administration was much 

more. I mean, the guy was taken out of office. He had to leave because of reaching out too far, 

but he wasn't thrown out by what he did to the black community or what he did to the Chicano 

community. It's what he did to the Democratic Party headquarters was the incident that grew up, 

but there was so much more that was going on. So I think that we have to take into account those 

kinds of things. Then if you trace it back to that January 9th demonstration and two of the guys, 

one was a federal agent, one was an FBI agent, and they were trying to get us not to deal with the 

sheriffs, but to deal with the LAPD, and challenge our authority, to create divisions. Then 

looking at what objectively happened within that period, because when it was over, basically the 

Congress of Mexican American Unity was gone, which was kind of an umbrella group with a lot 

of the Poverty Program, Great Society, and all of these affirmative action things that was 

moving. Then after that, it became more difficult for a period. So I just want to put those in that 

perspective. I began seeing what was happening there. So there were tremendous pressures that 

were growing up. The establishment, I think, all on down began saying, "We have to get rid of-- 

this moratorium thing is wrong. They shouldn't be having this big demonstration. There's been 

all of this violence before." So there was a whole buildup on that.  

 

This is one of the least researched, written-about aspects of the Chicano Movement, I think. 

People don't know about those demonstrations, and then people, in their memories, there were 

such a number of demonstrations of such strong condemnation in the media, such strong reaction 

and resistance to having us denied our rights in the community, that it's not looked at and not 

known. I'm very happy that we're going over these things in much, much more detail because 

people said to to finish the moratorium, either with August 29th or when these lower-level 

Keystone Cops came in and did this coup against the moratorium leadership, people and the 

stories then, for us, there was a whole set of things we wanted to accomplish. Originally we'd 

done that in terms of the war issue, but it was also wanting to raise the level of our movement, 

and so we wanted to keep on doing that in other areas. To a certain degree, I think we did, and 

now as I look back at it, I'm very proud at a lot of the things, but definitely the January 31st 

demonstration was a key turning point in moving forward. I don't know. I'm going to have to 

study more, to go back and look at more of the documents and to bring-- a lot of it, you can talk 

about the Chicano moratorium, August 29th, the buildup to it, the immediate aftermath of it, the 

inquest. These things are very, very well covered and discussed and they're in books, and people 

have talked about it, and you're asked to go speak about it, and there's a lot of photographs and 

all this. But you don't have the same thing. Even though there were thousands of people, I don't 

think there was a larger demonstration ever in Los Angeles on the police issue as there was on 

January 31st, 1931 (sic). I don't even think that, outside of maybe some of the labor struggles, 

that you had protests against police brutality that large since maybe the Haymarket, which was, 

of course--  



 

 
00:25:24 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Who was involved in that? Do you remember the individuals involved in that planning of that 

March, the January 31st march?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, basically it's a basic idea that came from Ramses Noriega, and then he sat down with Gil 

Cano and I. There might have been another one or two, but I think we sat down and we had 

already had previously this idea focusing on the sheriff and doing things, so the idea was we 

wanted to link together the movement in as many areas of the general Los Angeles area in a joint 

effort. Now, this was not just East L.A. In a way, he says, "There's a lot of infiltration. There's a 

lot of other things, but it's still a center and there is much more strength, and we need to draw to 

make the changes that we would like to see and to move the community on this issue of the 

police." We needed to do that and to bring together the MEChA groups and the grassroots groups 

with other groups around the community, reach deeper into the working poor, who had the brunt 

of a lot of the discrimination of the police and the institutions of injustice. So we came up with 

the idea that we would come from the cardinal points of L.A. County, the north, south, east, and 

west. In the north you had the historic San Fernando-Sylmar barrios that had been there since the 

Tongva were gathered together there. You had Pomona on the west end of the county and large 

barrio ghettos that were there. You had the kind of Venice-Westside poor area. I remember 

Gilbert called Venice at that time, which now has been more gentrified, but "poverty by the sea" 

was Gil Cano's thing of the barrios that were there, and also African American, and then the 

Harbor area, Wilmington-San Pedro, you had large housing projects, especially in Wilmington. 

There also was a strong labor force there of Latinos in the ILGWU and others, so that we said, 

we're going to go from those very strong communities that had participated very strongly with 

committees.  

 

There was a Chicano Moratorium Committee in the Valley that Irene Tovar and Sister Ramona, 

a lot of the Cal State L.A. people. In the Pomona area, there was a whole-- well, I had worked for 

a few months, but had a base in the Claremont Colleges that drew from a lot in those areas. 

There was strong Brown Beret chapters in those areas. In the Harbor area there was a strong 

Brown Beret, strong grouping around health issues and others, and in the Westside there was the 

BALA, Bay Area Latino Association, I think it was, that was also a strong community-based 

group. So working with those groups and then with our contacts in L.A. and others, we planned 

to have a demonstration that would have those four spokes, so to speak, that would go through 

all the little pocket barrios and areas, the little unincorporated parts, little segregated areas. Now, 

of course, they're predominantly Latino, but at that time there were poverty barrios that were, a 

lot of them, handled by the sheriff but also LAPD.  



 

So we marched through those areas and also marched by the police or sheriff stations that were 

in between. So the plan was to have a three-day event of bringing together all of those 

communities to show the experience of police brutality in all of those communities that were not 

isolated incidents, that were not aberrant occurrences. They were not just accidents of people 

dying in the East L.A. sheriff's station, as was discovered and that Ruben Salazar was working to 

expose in a greater way, and that the immigrant community was being affected as it was exposed 

to the Sanchez cousin slaying. You had all of these factors that we were going to bring forth in 

that demonstration. I think I mentioned, I don't know, that the Brown Berets were going to try 

the East L.A. Berets or going to try to stop the Berets from participating in all of that, but it was a 

brilliant tactical thing to move to a higher level. We had helped unite on the national level in 

bringing people, but digging even deeper into the barrio on such a deep problem as the police.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before you go on, can you take me back to that time when something like that had such a 

profound impact? Because today it doesn't seem like marches and demonstrations, that people 

really take them seriously unless you get tens of thousands of people out on the streets.  

 

 
00:31:59 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we had about seven, eight thousand people that took part in that demonstration that rallied. 

The August 29th was a national demonstration, so this demonstration was more local, and 

February 28th was kind of a statewide demonstration. Of course, there was momentum being 

built from (unclear), but this one was an L.A. County, basically, demonstration, although people 

from Orange County or around Pomona came to the demonstration. The focus was the East L.A. 

sheriff's station, and we were dealing with the L.A. establishment on these issues.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But why did you feel like that was the way to go, the strategy versus legislation versus talks with 

the police department? I'm just saying, if you could take me back to your thinking back then, 

why that was, in your view, the most effective approach to create social change.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, we were talking with some of the L.A. establishment. We'd had this meeting that Cranston 

chaired, where Roybal had said that this was a strong issue, that we had placed it forward. We 

had proposals on changes that we wanted to see, and then we get all these infiltrators, we get all 

these attacks and all of these other things, and then people say, "Well, there's no moratorium," 

there's no this or that, or, "It's these jokers." So we felt we had to bring the community out and 

participate, that this was a problem that was most heavy amongst the lower income and the 

working poor, the barrio, the real barrio issue, and so that's why we saw that as very important, 

and why not? You know, people had been saying that there is police brutality in our community, 

and the police say, "No, it's not happening," and the media say, "No, no, no, that's not-- ." So we 

were going to show that this is what is happening, for those very people to come forward, 

because we were sick and tired of that and we needed to change it.  

 

And then on top of that, there was the whole issue of political repression, because there were two 

levels that we were dealing with: the political repression and the day-to-day discrimination that 

we faced in terms of the police as a controlling institution in Los Angeles. Now, you could say 

that we were storming heaven to take on the LAPD, to take on the sheriff's department at the 

time when Nixon was president and Reagan was governor and Sam Yorty was the mayor and Ed 

Davis was the head of the police, and the district attorney and the sheriff were former FBI 

agents, at a time when J. Edgar Hoover was still calling the shots in the FBI. And then you had 

the whole kind of Watergate, Pentagon Papers stuff happening that we didn't quite know about, 

but there was all kinds of repression happening and it was happening to us too. So we were in 

that situation and we were expounding the problems of our community and we were trying to get 

what we saw as a real basic one. I might go back now and say, oh, well, maybe we should have 

done employment, or we should have done this and that, but the power of the police 

establishment was a very important problem that people saw, and so we had taken that on. You 

can go back and second-guess this or that, but in another twenty years when you finally had more 

Chicanos on the City Council, you had more black and brown representatives, you had all of 

these kinds of things to change the, quote, "culture" of the LAPD or the sheriff, we didn't have 

anybody in the city. We had one guy in Washington and one guy in Sacramento. I guess you 

could say that, I guess, Chacon had got elected to Sacramento in '70, but in L.A. we may not 

even have been all that aware of that. So that's all that we had to deal with, and then it dominated 

the headlines all January of Los Angeles.  

 

A friend of mine, he was an older guy coming back at UCLA, name was Gene Will Hambert 

(phonetic), but anyway, he told me afterwards, he said, "Rosalio, you guys shook this city 

because they didn't know if we were going to be able to keep it nonviolent and they were hoping-

- ." Of course, they didn't want it to be. An interesting little-- let's see. I was collecting some of 

the photos and things. Let me see if I can find it. Is this it?  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

While you're looking for that, we can pause it and we can look for that if you want to. But in one 

of our first interviews you talked about how you were afraid of the police as a child. As a young 

kid you were afraid. What impression or what feelings did you have towards the police as an 

adult when you were taking on this campaign? How did you feel, your own personal feelings 

about the police at that time in the seventies, in the early seventies?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, the fear of the police was a generalized fear that I had, but it was all of us. Out in the 

community we'd be playing out in the streets or this kind of parking lot, a School Board building, 

it was like an administrative post right there in the middle of our little blocks right there, and the 

cops would come, and then we'd split. "Cops!" You'd split. We were just kids playing then, you 

know.  

 

I guess I told the story that when Villaraigosa got elected, that the feeling of that, it welled up in 

me that now I don't have to be quite-- maybe I don't have to-- why did I have to grow up fearing 

the police in my own community feeling? I know it was a very deep-felt feeling. It went back 

into those memories of growing up in Lincoln Heights. Ed Davis and his whole way he ran the 

department and all the red-baiting of them, but the beatings of people by the LAPD at the 

walkouts in '68, again in '70. And I had friends. I lived my last year at UCLA at the Venice area 

and I had a friend that lived there that I'd been a roommate with for a while, and that summer of 

1969, before, I'd go visit this friend. I'd been a roommate of his right there on the Venice 

oceanfront, right on oceanfront walk, and he had a friend, and I remember going out and visiting 

him. The hippies were living out there, and then the Metro Squad, which was Venice Beach, was 

a long way from the metropolitan area, but they were all these, like, Dick Butkus types, big, 

strong, like troopers, would come in and beat the hell out of the hippies late at night. They would 

come, and you'd have these helicopters, Vietnam style, going over and chasing them. And the 

same things were happening at love-ins at Elysian Park or Griffith Park. So I didn't have very 

good feelings about the pigs and how they were being used especially on the younger generation. 

A little bit later, they came into UCLA and beat up professors and all of that. It continued, and it 

continued with what's his name, Daryl Gates, and all of that. So you got an idea what my feelings 

were about that, that that was something that shouldn't be, and that that was a blockage, a 

psychological political barrier.  

 

We got together growing up, you know. We'd been working with Armando Morales. So one day 

we said, "How are we going to deal with all these attacks?" We were at his home at that point in 

time in Hacienda Heights. We set out, "Well, we need to go over this. We need to go that." He 

had his ideas which he'd been studying for a lot of years. We had some of our feelings and we 

discussed, "Well, we've got to put something in response to the public pressure against us on 



why we're demonstrating." So, actually, Armando drafted up what we discussed, and I signed it 

as a letter to the L.A. Times. This is a blowup of that article. It says-- I'll just do a little bit-- "The 

current conflict between Chicanos and the police as a political confrontation that historically has 

its roots in the mid-1800s when another police government body, the U.S. Army, forcibly took 

the land away from Mexicans in this area, the deportation of 312,000 persons of Spanish 

surname." We went on about the repatriation and then the Zoot Suit thing and the testimony of 

Captain Ayres (phonetic) that said the biological basis was a reason for our criminality and the 

need to go after the Zoot Suiters. And we went through the history of our gripes of the racism 

that came from the police and the sheriffs, and the experience of our community was what we 

saw was impelling us to take on this issue and to speak forthrightly on it, to speak truth to power. 

And that's why we were out on the streets. In that rally, the people marched day after day after 

day, and there were police following us all over the place.  

 

I think I told you the story of-- it was Pat Duran, I think. I went and helped start the march in San 

Pedro, and Pat, who later on still is active and was a commissioner under Bradley of zoning 

appeals and many, many other things, was giving me the ride to go. So I think I went to the 

Pomona march to be there because I was kind of the spokesperson and talked to the media and 

all of that. Then when we drove up north on the 110 Harbor Freeway, at the start of the march 

there was all of these telephone company vans going by, and it became pretty apparent that they 

were full of police and they were a tremendous presence. But we're driving down the freeway 

and you have all these kind of vans nearby us. And then as we get further north about halfway 

towards downtown L.A., then all of a sudden it's all black and white LAPD cars, like they were 

escorting the president or some ambassador from another country. They were escorting us, you 

know, just letting us know they were there. I remember sitting in the TELACU office and being 

interviewed before the demonstration by Guillermo Restrepo and with Chapo, the photographers 

that were with Ruben Salazar, the reporter and photographer for the Channel 34, KMEX, and 

we're sitting in this room that faces out onto Atlantic Boulevard right next to the Pep Boys, if you 

know the community between-- I think it's Pomona and Beverly Boulevard. We're looking out, 

and Chapo said, "Well, come over here. I want to sit by the window, Rosalio. I want to see 

outside the window." And you're looking out there. I think there was a-- I forget the name right 

now. It's not Home Depot, but it was that version of it way back then. It'll come to me maybe. 

And the reason that Chapo wanted to do that, because as they're interviewing me about the 

demonstration, sheriffs' cars are just going (demonstrates), passing by the window every couple 

of minutes. That was the atmosphere that we had at that time.  

 

 
00:46:05 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel like you were being followed on a regular basis?  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

You know, it's hard to remember. Maybe repressed some of that, but you kind of assumed it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel like you had to look behind your shoulder? Do you remember that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

You just didn't do it. You figured somebody was probably there. But what the hell could you do? 

We were going to take on this issue. I forget when the period was. We were having a Sunday 

dinner, I think, which was a big thing at my parents' house. We'd always try, as often as possible. 

My mom would make a real great meal on Sunday, you know, and so we'd always get the family. 

Sometimes there'd be cousins or there'd be neighbors. But we're having one of our Sunday 

things, and somebody calls on the phone. I think my sister answered it, my younger sister, 

because she by that time was a senior in high school, or just graduated, and was always on the 

phone with her friends. But anyway, there was this funny sound. I think it was my sister clicking 

on the phone, and my dad says, "Well, probably the FBI," he said. "I don't know. They're paying 

somebody to listen to Elena (phonetic) talk on the phones with Lisa all the time." (Laughs) So 

you kind of figured it was part of the territory, I guess. I don't know. So there was tremendous, 

tremendous pressure and there was tremendous other things. Looking back on it, a few years ago 

I began looking more into archiving some of this stuff and document it. I'd hoped that there'd be 

more scholars and others that would look at some of these periods. But at the East L.A. Library 

they have an extensive collection of news articles and all of this, much on the thing, but a lot on 

the moratorium. They have special files and stuff on that. So I found leaflets from the 

Moratorium Committee from a completely different office that were going out at that time. We 

had our office and it was located in the TELACU Building where Esteban Torres, who was the 

head of the Congress of Mexican American Unity-- we had a two-six number, and this one was a 

two-two number. And I was looking through papers even this morning, and there was that two-

two number, even before the January 9th. So there was a whole separate group mobilizing for the 

demonstration.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

And you don't know who that was, who was involved with that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I have to find out. It may have been the Brown Berets, but saying they were the moratorium-- or 

it may have been-- I don't know. I have to look back. But there were completely different leaflets 

with the more agitational pictures of pigs beating up people or people in uniform, but with a 

pink-snout nose and all of these things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's interesting. Can I stop you for a second?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to turn this off. (Begin File 11b)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We're back. I'm sorry for that delay, but I was feeling my blood sugar level decrease. 

Anyway, do you remember what we were talking about? You were going into the--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

We were talking about the whole atmosphere for the January 31st, the intimidation of the police, 

the tension all over the city, the focus of the news media, and then day on, day two, day three, 

that there were-- though to my mind, I found there was another group saying it was a moratorium 

passing out separately leaflets and mobilizing apparently on their own. In the last days of that 

march, new marchers came up, "Oh, we're going to march from here. We're going to march from 

there," where we did not have the same kind of organization or control. There were meetings. 

The city was, in a way, shaken, and people insisted that we meet. There were meetings I had, and 

I think at least one of them had David Sanchez with Chief Davis to talk about the demonstration 

and what the plans were, and with Sheriff Pitches. In fact, there were two meetings with Pitches. 

So we had these meetings. Davis got up and he said, "You," he's pointing at me, "I trust." Then 

he points at David, "Him, I don't trust," you know.  

 

With Pitches we had been in before, and, you know, always the police-- I'd been taught by a guy 

that some people suspected because he worked for the Department of Justice community 

relations, Gonzalo Cano, a long-term activist in the community, and he was really kind of part of 

our advisors. I remember going into the police buildings and he would say, "Watch these cops. 

It's one-upmanship. If you listen to their conversation, one says something and the next one has 

to top it, and that's their culture." So we'd be going up to the floor. I forget if it was Pitches or 

Davis maybe, and you'd start hearing these guys talking in the elevator, and they would be just 

like that, you know. That's how these guys are. This one time, you know, Pitches was always 

saying to me at the end of talking, he'd say, "Boy," just to get at-- you know. So I remember for 

the second meeting, I said, "I don't want him to call me man." So then Pitches would go, da, da, 

da, da, da, "Sir," just to do the same thing. Then one of the things we had done is we met with 

some Catholic priests to be part of our monitors, or to be there as part of the crowd control or 

whatever, and we had union members. UAW was getting people. So we're having this 

conversation with him. He says, "Why do you have to go get these priests?" And he's letting me 

know that we were bugged in the meeting we'd had maybe the day before, you know, or they had 

some informant. Maybe one of the priests or maybe somebody, or however, I figure they were 

bugged, you know. That's how they were dealing in these meetings.  

 

I think some of the things might have had to do like on the grand jury, there was finally a 

Chicana from the movement that was on the grand jury. In any event, there were other rumors 

that-- well, anyway, the grand jury in the end got involved with a whole other thing of the Bar 

Association, said, "We're going to be monitors at that meeting." The head of the bar Association 

was there, Warren Christopher, who had just finished being under the Johnson administration a 

top-level Justice Department official and the head of the biggest law firm, O'Melvany and 

Myers, in Los Angeles, and here he is being a monitor at the January 31st demonstration. We got 

this off of actually a TV crew was doing a whole thing for Channel 2, a documentary on it, and 

they had taken shots of me speaking, giving a sermon on Epiphany Day at the Episcopal Church, 

Epiphany with Father Lewis. But they were there and they caught it in a film, and so we got one 

of our professors, Jorge Mariscal, took that off the film. (Laughs) I said, "Hey, Jorge, what did 



you find?" So this will tell you how I think it's an indication. One of the top-level people, later on 

Secretary of State in the United States, and one of the major figures, and the person that was 

involved twenty years later in reforms aimed at changing the culture of the police, which was 

what we were proposing at that time, but with much less political clout and experience and all 

those other things.  

 

You know, there were stories that how in the previous demonstrations they'd go in and arrest all 

kinds of people and then start manhandling them as they arrested them, and that black and 

Chicano cops started resisting the white cops doing that. So they had these problems in doing 

things. I had gotten calls from friends, people that I had known, actually to my mom that were 

saying, "There's going to problems on August 29th." But, you know, on other things there were 

division, and Ramses was-- I remember when we were marching the last day in the morning 

before getting to Belvedere Park, we were going through Boyle Heights, and at the Hollenbeck 

station, we're in front and here's about three or four Chicano cops back in the parking area, and 

here's a bunch of white cops. We said, "How come you guys are divided? This is not good. We 

need to have unified against abuse of our community," divide-and-conquer tactics on our side. 

So it was a very critical moment in the history of Los Angeles. The right wing was there, coming 

down hard against us and all that, communism and all of this, and there was the Chicano 

community that some were scared off. There was not quite the crowd. It was more younger. The 

older-- both my parents I don't believe were there for January 31st.  

 

 
00:07:43 
 

ESPINO: 
 

They were at the August 29th?  

 

 
00:09:47 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They were at August 29th, yes. And then you had liberals saying, "Well, at least they should be 

talking to each other, and hope," this, that, and the other, "and there's monitors looking at both 

sides," and all of these things. In the end, we had our rally, and all different kinds of people came 

and spoke about how their son was killed or how they had been beaten up from all these different 

communities and different things, and we'd given our speeches, and at the end, someone got the 

mic and said, "Oh, there's going to be a party across the street," and what turned out was that a 

lot of people-- we had finished our rally, we had our whole dispersal kinds of things, but there 

had been some people who had come in in delegations of their own, and, in any event, as a lot of 

people were exiting the ways they came in, groups of people were going back over across the 

bridge from Belvedere Park towards where the sheriff station. Now that's the East L.A. Civic 

Center, but that was towards the sheriff station. We saw that happening, and we said, "Uh-oh." I 

remember running out after (unclear) people, and then we had some of our monitors and others 



trying to stop people. It wasn't working. I was running, and Esteban Torres was there and 

Richard Martinez and others. They said, well, no, people were much further ahead, because it 

was a huge, huge demonstration. This is one of the classic photos that catches some of the 

numbers of people. It was an overcast, cool day, but just thousands and thousands of people. So 

we couldn't run through the crowd or all that difference to catch up with people.  

 

I went in and eventually ended up on the phone with Pitches, and he says, "Well, we're going to 

have to take care of this." And I could hear on the phone people mentioning Whittier and 

Arizona, and it turned out maybe half an hour after that conversation there was people marched 

down Whittier and Arizona. People went to the sheriff station, some people were throwing rocks. 

There were Father Luna, the younger Luna-- there were two from (unclear) High School, very 

concerned clergy that were there trying to stop the whole thing. Some people were deterred and 

some were not. Somehow or other, people went off from there to Arizona Street and marched to 

Whittier and Arizona, which was about a mile away. At some point, there were some sheriffs out 

at that corner, three or four, whatever you see pictures, and people began throwing things at 

them. At some point, people began charging. They went back. I've seen films, so I wasn't there. 

But apparently then at some point the sheriffs fired into the crowd. They said that they were just 

shooting down to the ground and that one guy that died was killed because it bounced off the 

ground. But afterwards, people assured me that on one of the walls right there on Arizona, you 

could see that there were holes of bullets, not just shot shells, and people were shot down. It 

looks, from what I could see from films and everything that the aggression was coming from 

these predominantly young men that were not going along with what our thing was.  

 

 
00:11:59 
 

ESPINO: 
 

They weren't part of the organizing campaign.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They were not part of the organizing campaign. I think that there was some that were part-- you 

know, that people had for that were going to do something afterwards. I've talked years 

afterwards to different people, and it's clear to me that there were people that had such things on 

their mind. My thinking is that there were also part of the police's operations, and it was not part 

of our thing. But it was, again, one more demonstration, one more confrontation with the police. 

From all the footage and what happened, it was the Chicanos that started it, unequivocally, 

because January 9th or September 16th or August 29th, you didn't have that. The media came 

down very, very hard. There were some that still said, "Wait a second. No, Muñoz said no. These 

people were not following (unclear).'" There were some articles on that whole thing. We had a 

press conference the day after, on February 1st. It was David Sanchez and I. We said that the 



police did not have to fire the way that-- well, first of all, it wasn't our demonstration, but the 

major problem, the police did not have to shoot to kill. We thought they were shooting to kill, 

and that's what happened. There were times when the media are like sharks. I was there covering 

when Jesse Jackson came into L.A. right in the beginning and in the midst of the controversy 

about anti-Semitism in his 1984 campaign, and it was the same kind of-- it was like sharks 

smelling blood, coming in for the kill.  

 

 
00:14:05 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you have any examples of what they asked you or how they challenged you?  

 

 
00:16:21 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, you know, they just kept on asking us, and we just said, "The police shot to kill. The 

sheriffs shot to kill." And then we got up to leave, you know. They said, "You can't do that! 

You've got to come back and sit down!" da, da, da, da, da. So we come back and sat down, and 

David looked at me. I picked up the mic and I said, "The sheriffs shot to kill." We had gone 

through other kinds of explanations, but the bottom line is that's what we were saying. Then 

there were big things about how irresponsible that was. But also in that was a big editorial of the 

Los Angeles Times came out right after that, called "Another Scar To Be Healed," and in this 

they make their statistics and their argument, "It does them no good to claim, as Chicano leader 

Rosalio Muñoz has claimed, that the sheriff's department was in some way to blame for the 

horror that swept through East Los Angeles on Sunday. Every credible account that has reached 

this newspaper, Sheriff Peter J. Pitches' men took extraordinary precautions to avoid provoking 

by their presence the emotions," and all of that. "But what their bottom line is, what is required is 

a permanent moratorium on Chicano moratoriums." And they gave a whole argument that this 

was much smaller, that the demonstrations actually were-- no, this was after August 20th, there 

were as many people as there were September 16th, much, much more than there had been in 

any other demonstrations besides the national one we had August 29th. But all kinds of things. 

There were more people, there were a hundred times more people that didn't go to that 

demonstration that did in the East L.A. community, so it's not a representative. Well, all this kind 

of polemical rhetoric that they use.  

 

Then they called for the community to have the responsible people in the community to speak 

out. So a group of people came up and had a press conference. One of our judges who had done 

some good things but later on was removed from office for corruption, one of the leaders of a 

prison group that also were tied to corruption later on, one of the main ones was a person well 

known in the movement as Moe Aguirre. So these people stood up and called for that. Some of 

the priests were there to say that they thought there shouldn't be demonstration, but on how these 



people were talking, they kind of backed off, and you can even read it in the articles. But there 

was tremendous pressure after that, no more demonstrations, hammering through the media. 

They put the question-- I remember we had a press conference at the Press Club where we 

basically said, "Well, we're not going to give up our right to the First Amendment, but we're 

going to be looking at what the different ways we're going to move forward on that. We don't see 

that we're going to be having demonstrations in the near future, but we're not-- ."  

 

 
00:17:45 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that a concession?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In a way. But after the press conference, I remember there were some small trees in the courtyard 

of the Press Club there. It's moved since then. This was over on Vermont near the Hollywood 

Freeway near LACC College. They come all around Esteban Torres. Esteban had his back 

against this little tree about this big, you know, that wide, and they were about twenty reporters 

and other people all around him, pounding away. So what they got was a short clip that's saying, 

"We're not going to have any more demonstrations," but had all different kinds of-- you know, if 

you listen to the whole paragraph, basically was saying what we had been saying, you know, that 

we're looking at how we're going to be organizing, but we're not saying we're not going to 

demonstrate, but for the present time, we don't see that in the immediate time. So Esteban Torres 

is saying such-and-such and different people, I believe Raul Ruiz and other people were on that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you feel? What was your instinct?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I said, well, you know, I could understand why he said that, and we weren't about to call a 



demonstration until we were going to be ready that we had something, and we had to look at 

what the situation was. It was a very serious situation. We weren't about to give up. We did not 

want to drop the issue. But one of the things that happened after that was that there divisions of 

people that were angry at how Esteban Torres for saying that, but it was not the Moratorium 

Committee, you know. It was others in the movement.  

 

There was a meeting subsequently in a few weeks later. There was a meeting at-- I think it was 

Belvedere Junior High of the Congress of Mexican American Unity, the meeting of the groups, 

and a group of people, Oscar Acosta amongst them, I think Sy Villa and others, were there 

demanding that the Congress of Mexican American Unity change its name to the Congress of 

Chicano Unity. And Esteban and others weren't going to take that, and so they didn't. So people 

got up on the stage to burn the American flag and denounce the meeting, and the meeting broke 

up. I don't think that the Congress really survived that experience. So this thing that had come up 

to elect (Julian) Nava, to try to unify people in kind of the Great Society, a civil rights revival 

kind of thing, more the professional, more the funded organizations, but all kinds of 

organizations. The vice chair of the Congress was Richard Martinez, who was the head of the 

MEChA Central, the central group for all the Chicano student organizations in the general L.A. 

area. That was institutionally part of the Congress, and that was there. So there was, I think, 

insanity. After that, especially after that, I had different feelings about Oscar Acosta and some 

things that he did very creatively and imaginatively and eloquent and dramatic, but other things 

about him that I didn't particularly care for. After that I just said, "That man is no real leader for 

our community," or any of the others that were involved in it. I said, wow, these are the bases of 

our unity, you know. This is one of the things that we were able to build on to get these kinds of 

demonstrations. How do you get that? You don't get it by attacking this, that, and the other. You 

get it by-- but those were some of the kind of key events that were happening.  

 

They had gotten their advantage and were pushing it to the fullest to divide and conquer. I did 

notice that in TELACU there was a guy who was a Republican. I guess he was a captain in 

Vietnam, but he was there working with Esteban by that time. So I guess, you know, a part of 

TELACU now is bringing in Chicano Republicans. So that it was a very, very difficult time. I 

have a memory-- at the same time was the big earthquake up in the San Fernando Valley, this 

huge, huge earthquake. I remember up in one of the juvenile detention areas I have an uncle who 

was kind of a guard there. After World War II, in Arizona what they call this swimming pool at 

Tempe Beach (phonetic) led the opening of that up, desegregation that Mexicans could swim 

there with everybody back in, what, '46 or whatever. But, anyway, I remember later on I found 

out that all these kids were scared to death, and it was a huge earthquake, and he just opened it 

up there to let them get out. "We're not going to lock you up during this." I got home late at 

night. I was at my parents' house downstairs, and the shake and the whole, I guess, physical 

geographical trauma of the whole thing had sparks flying up from electric poles around the 

neighborhood. So I'm looking out the window, my parents said there was some poles there, and 

it's almost like lightning, you know, but it was actually going up. But two o'clock at night or 

whatever, and I remember thinking, "If that's God, I hope he gets Chief Davis." Oh, maybe I had 

a little humor, but I actually really had that thought.  

 

To a certain degree, it kind of cooled. The press talked about something else rather than 

eradicating the Moratorium Committee. So we had a very serious situation that was there in Los 



Angeles. The word we heard that (unclear) had gone to places like the Mexican American 

Opportunities Foundation and other places that had all these jobs programs, that if people were 

seen at demonstrations afterwards, they would lose their jobs, you know. So that was kind of 

what the skinny was that you were hearing, and all of these things. So there was real strong 

pressures. I remember there was a big rally. There was a peace rally at the big Episcopal Church 

on Adams, St. John's, and I was invited to speak, and I spoke about, "We're going to keep on 

going," and all that, and got tremendous, tremendous ovation. But it's staying, "Well, God, what 

can we do to have unity in the community, and where do we do?" It was a very difficult 

situation, and what we had ended deciding to do, we weren't going to demonstrate in L.A. per se, 

but we conceived of what we called the March of the Reconquista, that one of the key goals that 

the movement had, or at least the more nationalist or Chicano Movement aspect of it, was to 

establish La Raza Unida Party.  

 

So in '71, the party was looking in different areas to qualify to be part of the ballot in California, 

and, of course, that would then put the party on the ballot for the 1972 elections, which would be 

a presidential year, which would be the new reapportionment was being done according to the 

1970 Census and all. There were many, many reasons that you would want to try to do that. So 

what role were we going to have in doing that? We wanted to be part of that. So we said, "Well, 

we could begin an effort throughout the state to try to get signatures." There was also an issue of 

people all throughout the state and especially in the more rural areas wanted to emphasize the 

Chicano Movement, that many of them, the Chicano organization was primarily at that time 

focused around supporting the farm workers both in the community and in the farm workers 

union, but others were saying, "Well, there's other Chicano issues, you know." So some of the 

MAPA chapters and different other people were thinking that's something that needs to be done 

as well.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you feel defeated by the decision not to hold demonstrations?  

 

 
00:29:35 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, what we did is we decided to have a demonstration from Calexico to Sacramento and to 

come through L.A., but that was not focused in L.A., and that we would present a program on 

that for Chicano progress. We called it the Reconquista, but what we said, "It's to reconquer our 

rights," was what we were going to say. There were five issues that we saw. The main focus 

would be to oppose the right-wing policies of Ronald Reagan, who was governor at that time. So 

the key issues we were going to have were the war; the police brutality issue; education, 

especially higher education; welfare and jobs in a way, but welfare issue; and immigration. 



Those would be the focus, but as we went to town, we would build a network to begin registering 

people after the march into La Raza Unida Party.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think we're going to stop here because I know you need to leave in a few minutes and I need to 

get my equipment together, but it sounds like you're moving more into separateness versus 

working within the system, which the moratorium challenges the system to improve itself, and 

now you're having a separate La Raza Unida and creating something completely separate and 

more autonomous than mainstream politics.  

 

 
00:31:3400:34:43 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no. Well, it was an electoral tactic that we saw, but what we were putting forward was a 

program, the issues. They were issues that had been part of the Chicano community, CSO, the 

Left organizations, the New Deal, and all of these. We were putting forward those in the modern-

day terms of the 1970s of doing that. There was in the whole Progressive Movement a debate 

around, well, do you go single issues or multiple issues? Is it just the war or is it all of those 

things? My orientation was more towards multiple issues, that if we're going to bring the war 

home, then we need to have a program that's doing that, and the Chicano community has its 

program. So we thought that we did not have the leverage on the Republicans at all, but we didn't 

have much leverage on the Democrats, and the feeling was that they had been letting us down, 

similar to those similar sentiments, and that to move forward establishing a Chicano party would 

give us some leverage in that thing.  

 

Now I look back on it and I say, well, no, I don't think that tactic really was not-- didn't work, 

didn't come to fruition, and for all different kinds of reasons. But it was a task that the Chicano 

Movement, Corky Gonzales and others had said, and that was an area that we felt that would 

move things forward. I never thought, well, I'm not going to vote for this or vote for that, 

necessarily, but we do need to have an electoral initiative, an independent electoral thing that is 

not-- and I think that our concepts, now I have a more progressive Left concept of independent 

politics. Eventually we will go to a party, a people's party that is not as influenced by the giant 

corporations as the Democratic Party, but we're not at that point. But at that point I said, well, we 

need something like that, so that it was worth going and that this would give us another weapon 

to use, and that you needed to have electoral weapons. You needed to have legislative weapons. 

So that was our concept in wanting to get La Raza Unida Party on the ballot. Again, I say, well, 

maybe that was not the right direction to move, but that's where we felt we would move. We 

would not put the onus for having an independent party on the Democratic Party. Our target was 

Ronald Reagan and those policies and the need to mobilize our community politically around 



those issues. So that was what we decided to do with March of the Reconquista, and I guess I can 

maybe leave it at that point. Yes, I think there were different kinds of problems that there were, 

that looking back on it, what the Moratorium Committee was best at and that was basically 

focusing on, there's different ways. I guess now I would use the more it was more ideological, 

like when we went to organize the Chicano Moratorium or the antiwar efforts, our thought, well, 

we wanted to end the war and to be part of ending the war, but we were thinking more of 

changing the attitudes and thinking of our people towards what the role of the military was, U.S. 

militarism was, and its impact on our community.  

 

So we were more focused on the thinking of people rather than, oh, this should be negotiated in 

Paris or this should be this, that. That was not where our focus was at. Ours was on changing 

minds of people. And in terms of the police issue, we wanted changes in the police department, 

but even more we wanted our people to have a different attitude and way of thinking and looking 

at those problems. So on politics, we thought, well, we need to not just march; we need to 

register a vote in a way it's a protest but also we need to develop a program, a bigger program for 

our community, for our movement, which was not separate from what the goals of a great 

number of the American people were. So that was how we were looking at doing that. So I'll 

leave it there, and we can get back into that, but looking back--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's a great place to stop and to start up next. Your goals, I think, were really important, where 

you were coming from and what actually happened, what you wanted to achieve, what you tried 

to achieve, what you thought you were going to achieve versus what you actually did achieve.  

 

 
00:36:12 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, wait a second.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

No, that's not a negative. That's not a negative comment. It's just interesting because you have 

you're dealing with people, you're dealing with individuals. You didn't plan to have those--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

There's another attitude, okay, that I was leading to in terms of we were looking at thinking of 

the people, where there were concepts to apply, and there were many concepts that we applied in 

the Moratorium Committee, and some of them had been around in this way or that way, but I 

think Ramses and I and others that got involved, the kind of approach we wanted, we were 

taking the community to look at itself historically in a new and different way. Ruben Salazar 

talked in an article after the march in the rain and referring both to Católicos Por La Raza and the 

moratorium, you know, there's the traditionalists and the new. What he said, one of the things 

that's different, the past generation never took on the Catholic Church or the Pentagon or the 

military. So we were looking at ourselves more in a more national and international light and in 

terms of U.S. history and world history and from a Chicano viewpoint in a certain way, a 

political way of expressing some of the thinking of I am Joaquin, you know, our own selves as a-

- we didn't come up through the Eastern Seaboard, but we were as much a part of this country 

and this world.  

 

Those of us with our indigenous roots and our historical struggles here were as much a part of 

this country and the problematic of progress or democracy and reaction as anything else. Those 

were concepts that were part and parcel of what we were presenting, and then they were kind of 

subthemes of many other movements, but this was a mass movement that we're dealing with, 

with concepts like that. So the concepts that we had, we didn't win on them, but like you take the 

police issue, some of the attorneys, for example, that marched in the moratorium and that were 

monitors, because they hadn't passed the bar yet and all that, Antonio Rodriguez, (unclear), 

Miguel Garcia, Richard Cruz, all throughout the 1970s afterwards were taking on the police 

brutality cases. We had before then the people that were doing it were Art Garcia, who worked 

for the ACLU getting reports. And I don't mean to demean what he did. Or Celia Rodriquez, 

progressive Left woman, who headed up the Barrio Defense Committee, were key people. And 

behind that was the ACLU or (unclear) or other groups, but by the seventies had enough people 

out of the moratorium and the issue of the police began taking it on and getting together with 

nationally the ACLU and African Americans and learning the case histories of dealing with the 

police. One important, Miguel Garcia won the right in the State Supreme Court towards the end 

of the seventies that the police had to give you their records of complaints against them in police 

brutality cases and won a very, very major issue. Soon after that, a lot of those files were 

shredded by the District Attorney's Office.  

 

In 1980, I was on the staff of the Police Community Review Board, so that that whole issue, part 

of the movement continued on that issue. Then the La Raza Unida Party, there were its issues. 

There were the issues of incorporating East L.A. There was the issue of recalling Snyder 

(phonetic) all in these years, independent kinds of things, some La Raza Unida, most barrio-

based, Chicano-oriented, but dealing with those problems. So all of those things came up, and so 

we did manifestaciones. They were also manifestos of what were the concerns of the people that 

was out there. So, yeah, we didn't win them right away, we didn't get to heaven just storming it, 

you know, but it was part of the movement, though. Despite all the things they did, the 



repression, the chilling effect of that, the role of the media and the distortions, they had an effect, 

but they didn't stop the movement. And the same movement cast of characters around similar 

ideas came up, whether it Raul Ruiz or Richard Alatorre or Gloria Arellanes or Gloria Molina or 

others, continued in their ways to do things. You know, what you're saying, but on the other 

hand, yes, you know, you don't like to be put down like that, but you keep going, so that's what 

we've done. So I don't regret any of those things we did. I might have done things different, but it 

would have had to be, in a way, a different world or I would have had to been a different person 

in looking at those things. Not that you don't look at those things and you draw other conclusions 

and others.  

 

In some ways I felt burnt out. There were also other parts of my life, personal life and other 

things, that I had forgotten or other things that needed to be dealt with, and then there were other 

ideas. For me, one of the ideas was that, you know, there was so much more power at UCLA and 

even at least, as I saw it, in the student government at UCLA than we had governmental power in 

East L.A. Once I started working full-time in October, November of 1969, I think, how can we 

go ahead and take care of this? In an interview with UCLA-- well, I don't have it here, but I don't 

need to read it. Right after the August 29th, I guess it came out the first part of November, it was 

a magazine article, I said, "Why we're out here is to get political power for the community. It's 

going to take years." So that was kind of the perspective, and we were looking for whatever 

handles, and the moratorium was working. But then, you know, the establishment, especially the 

Nixon, Reagan, Yorty forces went with it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

My battery just died on us, so we're going to stop here. (End of May 6, 2011 interview)  

SESSION TWELVE (05/19/2011) 
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ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is May 12th (audio file and notes indicate May 19th) I'm 

interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the offices of the Mexican Cultural Institute. Today I'd like to 

start with the experiences of your movement activities after the January 31st march. We talked 

last time about the concepts that you were starting to formulate and what you wanted to present 

to the larger community with your activism and with your organizing. You mentioned I Am 

Joaquin. I'm hoping you can elaborate a bit about what those concepts were.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. Well, I think I talked a little bit before, I don't know if it was right in that part, but about, 

you know, we were presenting our presence nationally and internationally. We were changing 

attitudes towards a major institution, the military, which probably, you know, at that time was 

the major affirmative action point for Mexicans to move forward. After high school, then you 

went into the military. You didn't go into college. But, anyway, so there were those kinds of 

concepts. Other things that we in the course of the moratorium, of course, was putting us in 

history, and in my draft statement, I used Zola's I Accuse. (Interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We're back.  

 

 
00:02:15 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Of course, we used the statistics of Guzman. I don't know, I think it's the classic use of 

intellectual research, and I give a lot of credit to Guzman in knowing to put that out in the way 

that it was. It was something that moved the people once you presented it. We also used media, 

we developed films to use, and, of course, all the different cultural things were put to use.  

 

I Am Joaquin, when we organized for August 29th in particular, we began showing the film of 

the march in the rain, and we also showed the film of I Am Joaquin. When we had our kind of a 

rap, the stories we told, we have this history that we are moving from, and we talked about-- I 

would, and I think others-- the mass deportations that had happened, the Sleepy Lagoon, other 

different things here in Los Angeles, and would want to relate to it. So all of these things were 

part of how we were presenting it. So we were more oriented to changing the thinking on how 

we as a people, an emerging group in the United States, were doing. Looking back on it, I didn't 

use the term then, but we were dealing with institutional racism as kind of a framework. If you 

look at the statement I made against the draft, in listing the education, the Congress, and the 

reapportionment and the welfare system, etc., wasn't complete or fully systematic, but that's what 

we presenting to the community focus on the war. So all of these things we were saying become 

part of that, and then the story gets wrapped around a little. At the start it was about my refusing 

induction, but it more and more went over the general history. So that's what we were talking. 

Gosh, from, let's say, May of 1970 to August 29th, we were going out three, four, five times a 



night because we had different-- we had copies of the films and we were going out and showing 

them at different places, and going out and doing this out when we would travel to other 

moratoriums or to other parts of the country. So there was a common, this kind of approach to 

what we were presenting.  

 

 
00:04:43 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How did you target the person who you felt was responsible or the institution that you felt was 

responsible for the situation of Mexican Americans in the U.S.?  

 

 
00:07:07 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think, you know, the general concept that was out there was, quote, "the establishment." 

And then white, I don't think we used-- well, sometimes we would use "white" or whatever, but 

it was the establishment. The system is set up against us on these things, and this is what makes, 

as I said in my original first statement, a funnel that shoots us out into Vietnam. But you could 

use kind of those same kind of concepts and shoots us out of school, pushes us out of school or 

whatever. So our approach was not we're going to change the laws or this or that ourselves. That 

wasn't in how we saw the moratorium function. Now, after we saw that we were having success 

in reaching people and there was a response and that it was a multifaceted response, both in 

terms of the war issue but in terms of building the movement, you know, which was part of our 

goals, then we began looking, "Well, where can we move next?" I think I mentioned that we 

wanted to, after August 29th, have kind of a conference, people coming together from all around, 

and talk where do we next in L.A. I've already spoken of the police issue, and the fear of the 

police, the attitudes towards the police was what we were wanting to deal with, and that we 

wanted to go towards La Raza Unida Party ourselves. So those were things. In my speech on 

August 29th, I spoke to those issues, although I don't think-- I didn't speak to La Raza Unida 

Party. I said we have to support our candidates. So we were already moving into those areas, but 

more we weren't seeing ourselves as being the leaders of it. That's why we wanted to have a 

conference. Corky was going to be there, and others, and begin talking about those things. There 

was a concrete talk more and more people, if you're going to have La Raza Unida Party, you 

have get it on the ballot. So those were ideas that we had.  

 

Now, we went to deal with the police issue, and if you look at it, it was unprecedented, especially 

the January 31st demonstration and the number of people and the focus. If you just look at 

August 29th as a national statewide demonstration, that's one thing. This was an L.A. County 

demonstration. Although people came from other areas, this is where the focus was. So in that 

sense, having 7 to 10,000 people was a huge impact on the police issue. Then we wanted to go 

into the realm of politics, was something that we had in our mind, so it was a kind of a 



commitment. So if you go back, and it was not just set in stone at each event, but when we went 

to the Denver conference to present the moratorium as a national kind of a thing, it was within 

the context of an overall convention that was moving towards La Raza Unida Party, or let's try to 

establish our own institutions, our own way of doing things. So even though we didn't necessary 

agree with as strong a nationalism as maybe it was put in those words or whatever, that was the 

direction we were going, and so we were committed. That was the direction we were going.  

 

 
00:08:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have that understanding of internal colony that some of the other activists did at the 

time?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no, no, I didn't look at it quite in that way or fully systematically either. Like when I came 

back from Mexico when I was sixteen years old, going on seventeen, I wanted to come watch the 

Lakers, Elgin Baylor, you know, the Dodgers. Or I wanted to read other things and stuff. So that 

never fully went over with me, but I did want to change things, but not the internal colony 

model. I had a stronger enough feeling for working with whites and blacks and others, especially 

when I worked for the county one summer in an office. That was fine with me.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But you mentioned that you weren't thinking about changing laws.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What were you thinking about changing?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, like I said, the attitudes of people into where we have to change-- we, all of us, have to 

change these laws. Okay. Well, you know, if we would have had, like today, twenty-some 

Congress Latinos and many of them part of a progressive caucus and working with the black or 

Asian Caucus or, you know, these kind of things, you would think about changing the laws. I 

think about changing the laws and how we can influence, you know. That's what I did after 9/11, 

began mobilizing and doing those kind of things.  

 

We weren't even conscious, you know, in September of 1970, right after the moratorium, maybe 

less than a week, the Senate voted on whether to have funds to go to Vietnam or not, and it didn't 

pass then. But I found out, now looking back, in December it passed. And I wasn't thinking about 

transitions of governments or what the election cycles were like I'm thinking about it now, and I 

look at what was happening in 1970, '71 when we came to this. Well, one of the things was there 

was an election in 1970, and Nixon got out of it, but he lost some in the House and everything, 

and he loses a vote in the Senate. So what's he going to be doing? What's he thinking about 

1972? What happened in 1972? Watergate. Okay. These things you can look back on. But we 

weren't looking at it, you know, because we just had Roybal over there for a while, and he wasn't 

around that much, and nobody in the City Council, all these other things. So that wasn't part of 

our experience, or wasn't part of mine or those of us on the Moratorium Committee or others. So 

in that sense, we weren't looking at doing that. So what is our attitude going to be on these 

things? So that's what I kind of meant in those senses. So here we come and we've been doing 

jujitsu and we'd kind of been jujitsued in a way, that the outcome of that demonstration came 

across on the media, and on the front face of it was, "Hey, the Mexicans did the violence this 

time, and it's their fault, so get rid of the moratorium, get rid of all this kind of stuff." And then 

there were all these pressures for people to stop demonstrating and not follow our leadership and 

all those kind of things.  

 

So what can we do? But we want to continue on the overall trajectory that we had projected, that 

we felt committed to. So what we arrived at was to have a march that would take up more issues 

and that really, in my mind-- and it may have been more my kind of thinking on that aspect of 

the march-- was in the Peace Movement where I'd gone and spoken and other things, I'd even 

gone to Stockholm to a peace conference I didn't talk about. There's a lot of details that we still 

have to get into this narrative some way. But that there was a discussion on whether you're single 

issue on the war or multi-issue, so because one of the big-- bring the war home or, you know, the 

struggle is here, and that was part of the overall kind of thinking in a lot of the Peace Movement, 

but in particular it was the heart and soul of what we were doing with the moratorium. So let's 



multi-issue. Let's start talking about the multi-issues of what we do here. So we came up with a 

plan that began speaking to that. Then not everybody was ready for La Raza Unida, but we said, 

"We do want to make this something that's going to help La Raza Unida." So as we build it, 

we're going to be getting people ready and have some efforts to register people to vote for La 

Raza Unida. You do that, it's a state policy of whether you have a party or not and how you 

handle the ballot. It's handled by the state. So then having the statewide march or effort that 

seemed to us to make sense. Well, if we're going to statewide qualify, let's try to get as much of 

the movement on board on doing that.  

 

Then there were others that people were working with, like Ramses (Noriega) had a lot of 

contacts with people that were in the farm labor, especially in Calexico area, Imperial Valley and 

Coachella area. So let's start building more movement there. It's not just the union, but have a 

Chicano Movement in the rural. So, okay, let's try it. So we arrived at that as what our next step, 

to try to be moving forward on those issues, and there wasn't the momentum that we had then. 

As you look back, you can look at a number of other things, but we still would have a chance to 

projecting ideas to a large number of people or projecting a direction to give in the movement. 

So that's what we did. Unfortunately, in the Marcha de la Reconquista that carried those issues-- 

well, the other thing I guess I had mentioned it a little bit, we said the target we would have 

would be Reagan, because we're dealing with statewide issues, and he was implementing a right-

wing program even outside of the war, but more right wing that even Nixon in a sense. So he 

became even more of a symbol, and so we were going to target Reagan in that race. So that was 

the direction of the Marcha de la Reconquista.  

 

 
00:16:34 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have any involvement in electing Bradley?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, no. See, the first Bradley race was in 1969, the spring or late of 1969. I was at UCLA at 

that time. A number of people were, you know. Bert Corona was very heavily involved in that 

and a large number of people were involved in that race. It was a very important race in Los 

Angeles, and in a way, was a setback. If you look at that race, though, there's another factor that 

you have to take into account, and that was the Board of Education race in Los Angeles, because 

the right wing ran a slate for Board of Education.  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

In 1969.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

And it won. Newman, Martin, and Ferraro, Ferraro having been the teacher that tried to 

disqualify me and was very right wing. I think Martin was also within. Newman was actually 

from El Sereno and turned out to be more moderate, and I think the right wing was more-- but 

that was a race. I didn't quite look at it then, although, no, I think I did see it in that sense. It was 

a response to the walkouts, you know. It was a backlash to the walkouts, as well as the whole 

African American protest theme and all of that, which was a theme of, of course, Yorty's in his 

very racist campaign. But there was a very distinct edge, given the whole Sal Castro and the 

walkout, the indictments that were up, and all of that which had affected the scene in Los 

Angeles. So that as we were going through things, it was clear the LAPD and then the sheriffs 

were kind of enemies, in some ways the LAPD more than others, the city because of Yorty's 

distinct right-wing policies, that he was going over to Vietnam and advocating for the war and 

red-baiting and doing all these other things during that time.  

 

So I wasn't involved and the moratorium wasn't involved in that particular thing, but it was part 

of the atmosphere. Having the Chicano Movement then rebound, in a sense, from some of those 

kind of attacks in 1969, the Chicano Movement people got arrested in the summer around the 

Biltmore case, which was around Reagan. But then comes June and here is me refusing induction 

and the beginning of the moratorium and Católicos Por La Raza and the Chicano law students 

thing emerging, and those are two new and different things in this scene. Salazar, in one of his 

first columns-- in a way he's very famous for one of his first columns was "What's a Chicano?" 

Well, actually a month later, you know, there were letters in the Times and in some of the 

Chicano literature. "Well, wait a second. There's a bigger difference than what this guy Salazar's 

talking about." So a month later at the beginning of March, he writes in a column, "There is a big 

gulf between the traditionalists and the militants." He stakes out Católicos Por La Raza and the 

moratorium as two big differences which have just emerged since September of 1969. So those 

were new kind of factors that were there. So in a way, we weren't thinking about Bradley or 

those others things, but it was coming out of those things. That wasn't going to be setting us 

back.  

 

 
00:21:06 
 

ESPINO: 
 

In '73 that wasn't--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, in '73, oh, no. In '73-- we have to finish the Marcha de la Reconquista, and then we'll get into 

that. But on the Marcha de la Reconquista, maybe-- I don't know if we want to go forward and 

after. You know, the Marcha, really, for me really became very disheartening when the Brown 

Berets-- David Sanchez as the leader, and I don't know what their collective process was-- comes 

out after we've gone through Los Angeles and says, "We don't support La Raza Unida Party. We 

don't want any of this to be." Actually, the first time we actually began implementing really 

doing La Raza Unida Party, we said, "We're going to march through these things, and when we 

get to Sacramento, by the time we finish, we will start getting people into registering for La Raza 

Unida Party." But when we marched in the L.A. area-- and it's an involved story, but I'll just give 

this one part. Our major rally was in the San Fernando Valley, not in the city of L.A., because 

people were apprehensive about doing anything in L.A. They were afraid of the LAPD. But we 

had a rally in this big park and we registered people to vote. There was a good La Raza Unida 

Party chapter there that we had good relations with, and we registered over 1,000 people, I think, 

or maybe it was closer to 900. It was right around 1,000 people that day. I think the L.A. Times, 

Frank del Olmo, reported several hundred people were there, but somehow or other we came up 

with almost 1,000, if not more, registrations.  

 

So we were encouraged, but like a week or so later in the Ventura area, they made that decision, 

and after that, it was a debacle in some sense. So we could go through some of those periods and 

other things like that. So that was not going to be doing, and there was not the support we had 

hoped there'd be from others that were in La Raza Unida Party, so I don't know if people had 

given up on it or whatever on registering people. But we finished the Marcha de la Reconquista 

kind of unwillingly, but after that, we decided that we wouldn't be working as the Moratorium 

Committee anymore.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How did that decision come to be? Who was involved in making it and when? Was there a 

specific meeting or a conversation that you recall?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think it was in a way, it was Ramses and then myself and, I guess, Gilbert, because we 



were the three that were the main ones on La Raza Unida with the Moratorium Committee at that 

point. After the march, there was still very, very much bad feelings, and people were at 

Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University. It was up in Davis. But, anyway, we just said, "No, we're 

not going to have the Moratorium Committee." But I think basically we had decided, and 

Ramses was going to be moving and getting a job in the northern part of the thing, and my heart 

wasn't in the ending of the march, in the march after it wasn't going to be doing that, and so that 

ended up. So in one sense we marched off into the sunset from Calexico to Sacramento. There 

were several thousand people there, and in speaking on the issues and the need to oppose Reagan 

when we had rallies in places, I think it had an impact, but it wasn't generating the momentum, 

so there was a whole different change.  

 

 
00:25:30 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You said there were a lot of bad feelings regarding La Raza Unida Party.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That grew into animosity between different groups, people getting into fights, people leaving, 

people never hearing where they went to, and other things, and people vowing that they're going 

to go get David Sanchez or people are going to get back at somebody else. When David Sanchez 

went and spoke on August 9th, I guess, in Sacramento, he was surrounded by about ten six-foot-

tall Brown Berets all around. You couldn't even hardly see his face as he was speaking because 

of that. Then there was some silly thing of somebody pulled down the American flag to put up 

the Mexican flag and the police came. But I don't think even their heart wasn't in breaking up the 

whole thing. It just confused-- I don't know who decided to do that, it might have been the Berets 

or different groups, and so it just was no fun. It was just not something that we were going to 

follow up on.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

When you meant Reconquista, tell me what you meant.  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

We were going to reconquer our rights. Now, other people might have thought it meant 

something else, but we were going to reconquer our rights.  

 

 
00:27:13 
 

ESPINO: 
 

For example?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

On the war, that we needed to have peace and that we did not want to be drafted. We didn't want 

to be the high death rate. On education, we wanted more higher education. We emphasized 

higher education, going to college, and some of the bills and cuts and raises in tuition that 

Reagan was talking. In welfare, we wanted real jobs and not denials of rights. In immigration, we 

wanted an end to deportations and visas. So they were the five points that-- we wanted an end to 

police brutality. So that was where we wanted to do that. We were a marginalized group. We 

didn't use "colonized." I don't think we used "marginalized." But we were discriminated against, 

and we were going to reconquer our rights.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did some people in the other organizations challenge that position?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No.  

 

 



 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did they want it to be more radical? Did they want it to be more nationalistic, reconquer 

Mexico?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I imagine there were, but we didn't have big battles over those issues on there. I think 

maybe when people went back, that were marching or whatever, might have talked amongst 

themselves about this, that, and the other, their different thoughts. Definitely there were people 

that had one kind of thought or another, although I don't think that the more Left or Marxist 

oriented were that much involved in the march. To me, there was also some thinking in that 

period, but that whole year of the whole experience, that there was a whole set of people-- and 

it's hard to say just exactly who or whatever-- that decided that the thing to do was to be urban 

guerillas, you know. So there was this thing called the Chicano Liberation Front, and there were 

bombs at Safeways or raids on the armories or different things like this, just, to me, completely 

ridiculous things. I suppose you could say it's understandable that the system had come to close 

the door on the movement and break up all the demonstrations, and there were all these other 

factors.  

 

Did I mention the Congress of Mexican American Unity meeting where people kind of broke it 

up and tore up the American flag and all of this kind of stuff? Then in La Raza Unida Party then 

and later, there were these Left trends in La Raza Unida. The people would be debating the 

different warring factions of the more Moscow-related and Mao-related groups in Rhodesia and I 

don't know where. There were all these places in the world where there were all these things 

people talked about, and so there was all this very sectarian kind of stuff going among people.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that new?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Yes, to me, it was, yes. That was new.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that a new influence within the Chicano Movement organizations that you were involved 

in?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, especially I think it emerged very strongly in La Raza Unida Party, and particularly here in 

L.A., but probably in a number of other areas. I wasn't fully involved with it because we were 

marching, and I guess those of us that were marching were not involved in that particular 

politics. So my thinking began evolving was that, well, we need to mobilize the Mexican 

American community.  

 

Actually, coming back from the Marcha de la Reconquista, I said, "Well, what am I going to 

do?" Gil Cano and I were good friends, and we were going to see what could we do next. We 

said, "Oh, we're still for La Raza Unida Party." So Raul Ruiz was running for Assembly as a La 

Raza Unida Party person. It wasn't on the ballot. We were not on the ballot. So he was running as 

an Independent. So you collect so many number of signatures and you qualify as an Independent. 

So there was a Democrat, a Republican. There was a Peace and Freedom candidate. Well, it was 

a special election, so there was several Democrats, you know, and one Republican and whatever. 

So it was kind of a wide-open race replacing a guy that had moved up. So we decided to work 

for that, and so there was a lot of work going out, talking to people in that district, especially in 

the Chicano areas. That district had a lot of the hills. It had City Terrace, it had Echo Park, it had 

parts of Highland Park. Wow. You'd go up the hills in Echo Park even more, but you'd go up the 

hills and you'd get to the top, and there'd be a dog. (Laughs) It was a lot of work. There were 

people that would register La Raza Unida, and union guys, older guys that owned their homes 

and stuff, to give us a chance, so you could talk, you know.  

 

 
00:33:20 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember what your rap was?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I really can't remember, but it was basically, "We're not getting a fair shake. Look at all the 

stuff we're not getting, and the Democrats aren't doing it and the Republicans definitely aren't 

doing it. We need to have our political voice, and La Raza Unida Party can give us political 

voice. Raul Ruiz is a good guy and he's put his self on the line for the people in the community 

on this issue and that issue," that kind of a thing. So that I remember a few times, because in the 

process towards the end of '71, I began thinking more clearly about what we need to do is not the 

Youth or the Student Movement, that to really move forward to get Chicano power would be 

working with the adult community in the neighborhoods. The other thing is from the experience 

of January 31st, was, gee, we need deeper roots and contact in the neighborhoods, because here's 

all these people that didn't follow our leadership and went and start charging, throwing rocks at a 

sheriff station where there's a big machine gun on the roof, you know, or going down to Whittier 

Boulevard to riot, I guess, and then getting shot down, you know. Just, wow. So those were 

thoughts that were generated. Where do we move forward to get-- and realized, you know, that 

getting the power was going to take a while. So my thinking then began to move more towards 

how do we begin setting the stage to win power, but there were still a few things.  

 

After Raul's campaign-- it was interesting that during the campaign I got a call, either through 

Gil Cano or something else, that Richard Alatorre, who was running, wanted to talk with us and 

all of this. So we went to see him in a meeting, and that's the first time I met Art Torres. They 

were there trying to say, "Well, Richard, really, you know-- ." And I said, "Well, you know, 

Richard, I may personally like you better and know you longer than Raul Ruiz, but we're in this 

because we want La Raza Unida to succeed, because the Democrats haven't done this, that, and 

the other, in general." So we didn't go over to Richard's side. But, you know, people have said 

that that election was, you know-- I think Juan Gomez Quiñones said one of the worst-run 

campaigns ever. We got a lot of votes, especially in the barrio neighborhoods, and I thought it 

was a worthwhile effort, but also at that point I had my differences with the campaign, or I just 

had my own ideas and wanted to do things. Reverend John Luce, Father Luce of the church, 

came over, "Rosalio, I'd like you to come over and see if maybe you can help do some things in 

our neighborhood." And looking back on it, I decided to do that. It actually was my old 

neighborhood, Lincoln Heights, to start working there. We set up a group called Unemployed 

Chicanos the La Raza Unida.  

 

Now, at that time, Bert Corona was doing a number of things, but one was there started to be 

protests, and I think actually a march in that fall against the Dixon Arnett, employer sanctions 

bill, which was statewide bill that was passed, and we were protesting that. So in a way, the 

protest tradition got picked up on and moved on the immigration issue, which we had been doing 

previously on the war, but also was urging people to start organizing more in the community 

around day-to-day issues and start CASAs. He had his CASA in Pico area, and then there CASA 

de Carnalismo. Eventually we tried to start a Casa de la Vecindad in Lincoln Heights. But the 

first thing we did was deal with this, start dealing with unemployment, because there was a 

recession starting then, and people were saying-- so that's an issue to start dealing with. I said, 



well, that's also reaching out more to the adult community and others. Then that grew into there 

was a local Methodist church where I'd gone as youth, and they had some extra space. It was 

kind of empty and everything, and so we could use the basement and began working out of there. 

So on that employment issue, we got involved with a number of things. There was the 

beginnings of the City Chicano Employees Association, and there were battles, I guess, that 

African Americans were getting most of the-- (Interruption)  

 

 
00:39:42 
 

ESPINO: 
 

City Chicano Employees Association.  

 

 
00:41:5300:46:2200:48:26 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. Ernie Valdez was the head of it. We would go to hearings on that issue and we'd have 

meetings and people would come or we brought to our meetings, and then we'd go advocate for 

them, different guys that-- there was a guy with the school district that started being a bus driver 

in the late forties and had been passed over time and time again. He'd be second or third on the 

test, and some white guy would get that was twelfth or something, or whatever, and that was just 

year after year after year. There were guys in the city and guys in the county. So we would go 

push on these issues. I started seeing that issue very-- I remember going in and talking to Julian 

Nava, and Julian started talking to me about my dad because my dad worked for the board and 

had an office down the way and all this. But I said I wasn't there to talk about my dad. I'm talking 

about these working guys that are in the thing. So we went and were dealing with those kinds of 

issues. I was hanging out, too, with a lot of-- there were a lot of guys from the neighborhood, the 

gang guys that were getting involved, and we were working with them too. I'm not an 

administrator, so how do you raise funds or doing stuff? We would train people to deal with the 

welfare problems or these kind of problems, and then they'd get hired. Somebody got hired on at 

the Poverty Program office. The next person got hired at the Legal Aid Office. There was all 

kinds of Model Cities things. So when you finally got somebody and they were training, they'd 

get picked up. Well, of course, how could you say, "Don't go get a job"? But people were kind of 

cherry-picking stuff we were doing, and I didn't know how to deal with that.  

 

There was a guy that came in, really kind of a flimflam artist, and said, "We're going to build this 

up and get proposals," and he really was corrupt. So I said, "This isn't working." But one of the 

issues that came to our attention-- this is now into '72-- was that there were city plans coming 

out. It was part of an overall city general plan, master planning process, and it was the plans for 

Northeast Los Angeles, which covered Lincoln Heights, and right away you could see in one 

area where a lot of the gang guys were, the Albion area, right around Avenue 20 and Main 

Street, between Main Street and Broadway, and they were going to change that to industrial 



zoning. It had been a larger community, what was known as the Clover neighborhood, that 

during the early sixties, late seventies had been converted into truck yards for the trains, and it 

was a massive kind of thing. It got rid of most of the Clover neighborhood, but people from 

Clover had moved into other parts of Lincoln Heights. But, anyway, now they were getting this 

on the other side of Main Street. They were going to get this little section where there was an 

elementary school. There was a Catholic church-- it's still there, because we were successful in 

what we did-- Our Lady (unclear) Christians. So I began talking, I said, "That's something I want 

to work on." It fit into my thinking of, well, what are some of the prerequisites of what we're 

doing. One of the things I'd learned when I was at UCLA and reading through things like North 

From Mexico and hearing the different histories, was gerrymandering was one thing, mass 

deportations was another thing, and another thing was the destruction of the barrios, the tearing 

down of neighborhoods for Chavez Ravine, for Bunker Hill, and then I heard about Clover. It 

was not a public works, but it was related to the city doing things in the transportation area and 

how other neighborhoods were disappearing. I said, "Well, that's one of the things how they're 

going to do it." Father Luce was also educating me on those kind of issues. He would tell me, 

"Oh, I remember Ernest Galarza said that as soon as we start getting close to Chicano power, the 

establishment will respond with the decimation of the barrios." Luce did a real interesting thing. 

John comes from a very well-to-do family. His cousins were Henry Luce of Time magazine and 

Life magazine, but John went into being an Episcopal priest and being an organizer and friend of 

Saul Alinsky, a key person in helping people bring together the Chicano Movement in L.A. He 

liked to go out and eat; still does. He can't now because of his health, and have a little to drink 

too. So he liked to go out. We'd go out to nice places sometimes. So we're on top of-- I think it 

was the Security Pacific Building. There was a very nice French restaurant, there, Estelle's 

(phonetic), there. You can look over there, and you're looking over to Lincoln Heights. And John 

says, "Rosalio, see those guys over there." It's make-believe, but he said, "One of them could be 

a banker and the other guy could be a developer." He's pointing to the hills above Lincoln 

Heights. He says, "We can put houses like this on top like in Bel Air, and over here we could 

have other houses more like Cheviot Hills, and we could have it like this." So he's telling me, 

"This is how they think about your neighborhoods."  

 

Anyway, so I decided at that point in '72, probably about March or so-- and then I wasn't doing 

that well building a CASA-- that that's where I wanted to work. So I began working to do that. 

So I kind of went quickly in a process, responding to what you were saying, of moving towards 

organizing in the adult community, organizing with an attitude of building towards Chicano 

Power. Now, there were people that were registering people to vote and get involved in vote and 

this and that, try to elect people, but I thought, well, to really have power, you're going to have to 

stop some of this shaking up of things. Now, deportations were another thing. Bert Corona was 

working on that. There were other people working on education, and the jobs issues was going to 

take a lot more than a little community organization to do that. I saw there was value there, but 

then how do you sustain that and all that. I said, "Here's something. Nobody's doing anything on 

it. We've got to raise our awareness of all these plans that they have." So I caught on to say that's 

going to be kind of my crusade now after the moratorium. So it was kind of an evolution, and 

there were other experiential things, personal things in my life. My draft trial ended, and we 

could still talk about all that stuff, because it reached the Supreme Court. They decided not to 

listen to the judges who were against me and my lawyer, and we won that case.  

 



Then I began thinking, "Oh, maybe I'll get married someday." I met a young woman that I 

eventually married. Father Luce helped me find a job and all of that. That then made me a better 

prospect, I guess, whatever. But there were a whole number of other things, and we could focus 

on them, some of them, because some of them have very significant, I think, import for the 

development of the Chicano Movement and then my own development and ability to work on 

other kinds of issues afterwards. So that's kind of where the transition went. So in some sense 

you could say, well, we ran into a stone wall for a while, and that stone wall, I still think, takes a 

lot of thinking about and study and how that happened. But over time, and definitely just for me 

on what my life trajectory was from there, it was not the end. It was just the end of one particular 

part and opening the door to new things, and opening the door with different ideas, with different 

experiences, with looking for how to approach the goals of what we stated in the movimiento, of 

what we talked about in the moratoriums, and how do you start putting that and achieving that 

over time. So that's kind of what the response was. I remember I would be laying at night and 

think, "I've got to look deep in myself. This stuff is really hard. I don't know how can we deal 

with this stuff." So how we could have come out, I don't know if there was any magic wand or 

slogan or ideology or any of those kind of things, although you thought about slogans and you 

thought about ideology and you thought about those things, but that there was struggle ahead.  
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ESPINO: 
 

How important was the organization COMMIT?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, I started working for COMMIT on--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can you tell me what that--  
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MUÑOZ: 



 

It stands for Center Of Metropolitan Mission In-service Training. It was formed, I think, by what 

they called then mainline Protestant churches, I think towards the end of the sixties, to begin 

dealing with the urban crisis, the crisis of the inner cities, part of which was, well, you had all 

these Protestant churches, that their congregations had moved into suburbia and fewer and fewer 

were coming into town to their old church, and what do you do? So you get ministers and people 

that were working out there, and how do they do it? Some of them hooked into the Chicano 

community and they would house a Head Start Program or do this or do that, and some just 

didn't know what to do, especially maybe the more moderate or conservative. Well, how do you 

handle that? So that was doing some of that, but there was also a center for work of people that 

were working on the peace issue. There was a group called-- and it probably still exists or it 

morphed into other groups-- Clergy and Laity Concerned. There was an African American guy. 

Later on there was a woman that was hired. There had been a Chicano and he had left, and then 

they had that vacant, and people were concerned, "Well, why don't you fill that slot?" I think 

somebody had a friend filling the spot that wasn't Chicano for a while, while they were looking. 

Anyway, they got me in and I began that in June of 1972.  

 

There were good guys that were heading some pretty talented Protestant-- United Church of 

Christ guys, actually, Speed Lees (phonetic) and Paul Kidluss (phonetic) at that time. But I think 

they had their own kind of-- actually, I'd like to do something, but here I was and I was doing on 

issues. So most of the time I was involved in starting to organize grassroots around these 

planning issues and getting involved in supporting things that Bert Corona was doing, supporting 

things that were happening in a lot of the other community agencies like Legal Aid or the Law 

and Justice Center and different things. So, okay, they're being relevant to the Chicano 

community having me on staff, so that's kind of how that worked, but I was doing most of my 

work working out of the Church of the Epiphany in Lincoln Heights.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How satisfying was that work after your experience with the moratorium?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, it became very exciting. It became all-consuming of taking that on, because they wanted to 

knock down that neighborhood, where Snyder had his plans and Yorty was behind it, and my 

assessment was they wanted to keep Los Angeles safe from Chicano Power, you know, and part 

of that was continuing to knock down neighborhoods, and just logistically or geographically, 

demographically, that meant Lincoln Heights. Boyle Heights was here. It was not enough to elect 

anybody. East L.A. on the other side didn't vote for city offices, so it couldn't get you into the 



City Council. So you had maybe 30,000 in Lincoln Heights, and maybe El Sereno was half with 

the 25 Latino, but that was a part, and Highland Park and Cypress Park were becoming more and 

more Mexican. But to keep that safe for Snyder and safe for Yorty or whatever, slice out right in 

the middle, Lincoln Heights.  

 

In fact, later on we did a newspaper. I'll have to bring it out and show you. So that's what we're 

dealing with, and so how are you going to stop this from happening? So that became a major 

focus of what I did for the next two years, that we began taking on the master planning. There 

was an agency, a Model Cities agency that-- there were many kinds of Model Cities agencies, 

and this one was the housing office, and they had a guy that was heading it, was one of the 

Snyder loyalists who had a photography shop in El Sereno (unclear). But he was just a political 

hack for Snyder. There were bylaws that you had to hire somebody that was from the affected 

groups and that you had to have these qualities. This guy didn't have any of them. It turned out to 

be a big battle, but that aspect to it. So we said, "Now, that's what they're going to want to use to 

start changing the neighborhood. That's going to be the carrot, and then these plans are going to 

be a stick. Code enforcement and other things are going to be used in this thing. So this is a key 

thing." Another key thing, and this is where Bradley was in mind, that this is going to be a way 

to get money for Snyder and Yorty for the next time around, '72, after that the '73, and the 

mayor's race was already generating people talking and thinking how is that going to happen.  

 

They wanted to hire. They were trying to be friends. My brother was working in the Lincoln 

Heights Legal Aid, and the community assistant there was on the board of that thing, but they 

were outnumbered. And they weren't following the bylaws. It was just whatever City Hall 

wanted, you know. But a friend of ours who had gone to law school with my brother, he was 

hired, and then another friend that later became very active, Jaime Regalado. I don't know if you 

know Jaime. The Pat Brown Institute, he's the head of that. And Henry Espinoza, Henry was 

hired there. They were kind of wining and dining him, and he was that kind of a guy. But, 

anyway, they took him and showed him all these offices, and then there were all these studies 

there, and so, "Oh, can I take these home to study?" And he brought them home to me, and I 

started poring through those things and some of the key planning documents. Some of them were 

just open to everybody. Others, I don't think they were really publicized at all. One of them was 

this thing called "A Strategy for City Survival" that was put together by-- the name of the agency 

will come to me. Now it's become a countywide agency, but it was run by Joe Quinn (phonetic), 

who was a deputy mayor of Yorty. He also ran City News Service, and he was the owner and the 

guy in charge. It analyzed all the neighborhoods in the city of Los Angeles, in terms of, quote, 

"urban blight." In its introduction, it said it was using computers. It was a highly computerized 

kind of operation, and that was the incoming thing. It said-- I used to quote it all the time; of 

course, it's been thirty-some years-- they used Department of Defense weapons systems analysis 

as their way of approach, their methodology. So what are the threats and then what are the short-

term and long-term ways you can counter them? So education is poor because the low goals in 

the community and this and that, so it's blamed on the community's fault. Then what do you? 

Acculturation into the mainstream culture, because you have all kinds of dilapidated buildings-- I 

forget how they described this kind of thing, and also blaming it on the people. And relocation 

and rent supplements in order to assist residents to find better housing elsewhere. That was for 

Lincoln Heights. Then in terms of the public safety, the community places lower values on 

public safety or something like that. I guess they're referring to all the riots that had been 



happening. This was done in 1971.  

 

Then in Boyle Heights and El Sereno, they didn't have the relocation and the rent supplements, 

but they had everything else. Then you could look in Watts, you know, or you could look in 

other places and there were similar kinds of things, but my interest was on the Eastside. Then 

you had all the county planning and the planning for that, the theme for that was recycle the 

inner city. Now, you could see that ostensibly they're talking about the housing stock, but the real 

thing they're talking about is move the people out. As far as I could see, that's what I saw. That's 

been our history. That's what all that stuff had been from the fifties and everything else. So all of 

the much more, you know, convinced me.  

 

Then you went around. Well, the first thing was the most obvious place was the Albion 

neighborhood, where they were going to convert it to industrial zoning. I got some of the guys 

from the gangs and we went out knocking on doors and talking to people. "They're going to 

knock down your barrio." "I'm going to defend my neighborhood." Of course. I remember 

talking on some doors, and (unclear). I mentioned Bradley at the beginning, but people said, 

"No, why should we be for him?" This was a year ahead of time, almost. "Why would we elect 

somebody that (unclear) go even further ahead of us when we're so far behind?" I said, "Well, I 

don't know." I've got to get them involved anyway, so, well, we won't talk about Bradley, 

although he came in and we helped make a difference for him. But anyway, you were asking 

about how engrossing. Well, I'm showing you how engrossing it go.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I wanted to ask you, before I forget, and that is we're talking about War on Poverty funds, right, 

with Model Cities and--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, Model Cities was a different--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Didn't it originate through--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, let's see. It probably came from Johnson. I don't know where it was, but it was not 

GLACCA. It was not like the Greater Los Angeles. Model Cities was kind of closer into the 

cities, because all the big cities-- and I only saw it at the beginning when I came in, and I wasn't 

at the beginning of when it started and all this stuff, and I wasn't all that into knowing the politics 

of things. But around the country, Johnson was pushing this new program, poverty program, and 

then all the local cities are getting mad. You're building power bases that are going to upset the 

Daley machine or the Yorty or, you know, whomever, you know, was the mayor wherever. So 

what is this, you know? So this moved it into more into the city control then, rather than just a 

broad community, a nonprofit that was there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

You mentioned regulations, who needed to be hired and how they needed to be hired and what 

were their qualifications needed to be. Was that coming from the government?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I think that that was, yes, coming from the government, but they wrote up their own ones, yes. 

You had to write something in terms of the money coming into the government, but, you know, 

formally, Model Cities was closer to the city than the poverty program had been, but it still had 

its own kind of thing to the affected community that was getting-- but then the city managed its 

way of dealing with it according to its own likings so that the Eastside part of Model Cities was 

called-- everything started being called East Northeast, Model Cities this and East Northeast 

Model Cities that.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Why is that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, East Northeast describes Snyder's district, who was the city councilman, because it 

encompassed Boyle Heights, which was definitely east. Lincoln Heights was seen as the 

Eastside. In fact, at the beginnings of the nineteenth century, 1920s, Lincoln Heights was known 

as East L.A., and there was a brewery right next where you live in Lincoln Heights where 

Eastside Beer was made. But, anyway, but then going more towards El Sereno there was less of 

the barrio and more little higher socioeconomic and into Highland Park and, of course, Mount 

Washington and those areas, and Eagle Rock, which was Snyder's main base. Those were all part 

of Northeast. So to a certain degree, he's getting that into his-- he wants to get it as close to his 

territory. So here's a white guy in El Sereno heading up the housing agency, who's just kind of a 

huckster, kind of a wheeler-dealer kind of guy. So there was kind of a transition so that the 

mayor had more say and the city councilmen had more say on what was going on, but there were 

these guidelines that helped you. So I was kind of giving a chronology. When we leave 

chronology, I can make points, but I'll make a point, because later on in the struggle when we 

came down to dealing with this agency, because there was a protracted struggle over when the 

plan, the overall plan with all the zoning happened, and it actually didn't get approved until after 

Bradley was in, and he ended up being on our side. But what we did to begin dealing with that, 

we started saying, "Well, you've got to fill vacancies on your board," because people would drop 

out. It was boring or it was just rigged or people didn't relate to it because they didn't want it to. 

They didn't want to have really a board, you know, I didn't think, anyway.  

 

So we started getting the homeowners, and there'd been a number of meetings. The issue was 

we're rubbing it raw, as Alinsky would say. We actually started meeting in the Catholic girl 

school's gymnasium, and we set up--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Sacred Heart?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, Sacred Heart, yes. We would have the bylaws. Dr. Lou Negrete from Cal State Chicano 

Studies was working with me real close, and others. By then I think Father Luce might have left, 

but anyway, Father Wood and others that we had in our group, Gil Cano. We would have it in 



Chinese, Mandarin, we would have it in Spanish, and we would have it in Italian, and explain it 

in English. So we educated the group. So we marched in one night. "When's the meeting? When 

you're going to have the board meeting?" So we get in the meeting, and we have our own signup 

sheet and we make up things. Everybody signs up to be members of the corporation, because 

anybody, residents of the community could be members of the corporation that elect, and the 

members could elect people to the board. So we get up and so I say, "Okay, we've got to fill the 

vacancies." "Yeah, but they have to be elected." "Well, why not have an election?" He said, 

"Well, you've got to have five-day notice." I said, "Well, wait a second. Before tonight, did you 

have any members to notify?" "No."  

 

"Have we handed in a lot of memberships now?" We had 50 or 100, whatever it was of our 

group. I says, "Has anybody left the room? All the members are here. There's no need for the 

notice. Let's have the election." And everybody, "Yay!" And we started filling-- but it still ended 

up being a draw, and they couldn't get-- even Roybal was trying to get us to agree and all that. 

But in the back of my head was that, you know, if we hold up that money, it's not going to flow 

in for Yorty. But anyway, so eventually they had to get rid of that guy C_____ and rearrange 

what they have and then--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

When you say "they," who are you talking about?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The guys really that were making decisions for their group, for the housing corporation and all of 

that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Would that be within city government?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Someone of Yorty's guys and Art Snyder probably decided what to do. I don't know. They had to 

kind of back off. I think the election time came a little closer and other things became more of 

the focus. So like we did, like, one of the things with that, I went in to talk to the pastor of Our 

Lady (unclear) Christian, Maria Filiadora (phonetic), because we were talking with the neighbors 

in the Albion areas that they had targeted for industrial zoning. I said, "Here it is, Father. They're 

going to knock down your parish. I mean they're going to knock down where you have your 

church. Can we having meetings here?" So we had meetings.  

 

Actually, they had done the reapportionment, which we need to go over at some point, but it was 

still Gilbert Lindsey's district, and so Gil Lindsey and Snyder more or less said, "Okay, we don't 

want to do this." But we said, "Well, not until you pass the thing, we'll never know," and all this 

kind of stuff. And we kept on agitating and moving further north in Lincoln Heights to the main 

district where there were more Italians, Asians, and Mexican Americans as well. Finally, once 

we had that, then we were able to get the bigger parish, which was Sacred Heart. As I learned, as 

I was learning from my friend Gilbert and others, that with the Catholics, the tendency was you 

would have more liberal and more autonomy in those churches run by orders, and in some of 

those orders-- like I think these guys were Catalan, and they were used to the national issues. 

They had their own national issues in Spain, so the priests were-- but, anyway, Father Soleil 

(phonetic) was the pastor, and he said, "Sure." But then that gave us a foothold, so then the 

people are saying, "We want to have a big meeting for Snyder to come," or whomever, to 

answer, and so we began to meet there as well. Later on we had meetings in Lincoln High 

School. We got hundreds and hundreds of people involved. Eventually, it led to where the 

mayoral election was coming up in '73, so we decided to invite Yorty and Bradley to come to 

Lincoln High School for a debate. We sat down-- I remember Father Luce and I sat down at 

Lawry's. Now it's the River Building over there by-- used to be a Lawry's.  
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Figueroa and Avenue 26.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

In there was a Lawry's, and we're sitting in there with Manuel Aragon, who had been in the 

poverty program, was a highly polished guy, and he was doing a weekly showed called Impacto 

on KNBC that was very influential. After the moratoriums and everything, there were a lot of 

public affairs shows on all the stations about Chicanos, which we didn't have before. But 

anyway, so he was going to emcee. So we had this big meeting, and I think we saw a list in here 



of some of the questions or some of the things that we were going to put to both of them. Well, 

Yorty was the cause of all the problems, anyway, the plans that we were against. He never 

showed.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

He didn't show for the debate?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

He didn't show up for the meeting. Bradley came in and he answered yes to all-- I was the one 

putting the questions, and Lou Negrete was getting the questions and organized and so on. 

Manuel Aragon was the emcee. So Bradley said yes to everything and just everybody just, 

"Wow." So he got a bigger vote in Lincoln-- so there were people from Boyle Heights, and 

everybody was concerned about it, you know. But Lincoln Heights was packing about a 

thousand people or more in there, and Bradley was the guy.  
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How did he come off, do you remember?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Oh, beautifully. He swore, you know-- he talked about past issues of knocking down the 

neighborhoods and all of that, and, "No, we don't want to have this high-rise kind of thing. We 

need to assure the integrity of the community." I don't remember the words, but, see, one of his 

issues was that. Yes, he would say Yorty is too wide open to the developers and that the 

homeowner movements had to be more part of this and this and that. That's what we had, 

basically homeowners, and the Italians were there as the Mexicans. It was predominantly 

Mexican, and the Asians were there, too, because during that time, the Asians were wanting to 

buy up land, and there were Asians walking around with suitcases. They'd come in, "Here's 



$20,000 for your home," you know. And then people were deciding, "Well, yeah, we could use 

that, and we could move out to Pico Rivera or somewhere where the housing is a little less but 

nicer," and the schools and the gangs. But then they came into the church. At one point, the 

pastor of the biggest church comes in to make a donation to our committee and all of that, and 

"We're with your struggle," because maybe people were started not selling. So that was part of 

the dynamic. Another little story on that, starting out to be a newsman later was Henry Alfaro. I 

don't know if you ever knew of Henry Alfaro. Henry's mother and dad were living in the 

community. He went to Cathedral High School, which was just down the street. He was always 

in all the struggles to keep that open. But he was a little upset. He says, "We've been trying to get 

my parents to move out," to wherever, I forget where it was, somewhere out in the San Gabriel 

Valley, "because they're getting old and there are problems in the neighborhood," and this and 

that and the other, you know. They're sitting their with their community.  

 

So Bradley carried the day, and it was a kind of signs of different times, too, because I remember 

that spring was when the Watergate hearings was starting on the TV. So there were rumblings of 

change in the direction of the country as we're going about doing that. But one of the other things 

that was happening at that time was big immigration raids in that spring of 1973.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's a whole other topic, right, but before we go to that, how responsive was the Mexican 

American community, the Chicano community to an African American candidate? Was that an 

issue or was it something that people didn't pay attention to?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

If one guy you were thinking might want to take your house away from you, and your other guy 

didn't want to take your house away from you, would you care what color they were if you were 

Chicano? (Laughs) Well, he got a bigger vote. I think he had carried Lincoln Heights and other 

things before, but he carried it much more. It wasn't the margin of the vote, but it's obvious that 

Bradley saw that as a constituency it could win. There's always been this, "Oh, well, the 

Mexicans didn't vote that good." Well, as I found out later and other things, well, yes, we had a 

lot of noncitizens and a lot of youth. There hadn't been that many victories. People had been 

displaced from here to there. The identity may not be that good and what have you. If you have a 

chance to win, you turn out, you know. If you don't have a chance to win, you don't turn out so 

much.  
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Well, the reason I ask is because--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

But wait, though. I'm going to give you a whole other aspect. Let me finish this little thing, 

because we'll come back to it later, that I became aware of later. You take Boyle Heights, if you 

know Boyle Avenue, there are all kinds of convalescent homes there. There still are. Boyle 

Avenue around Fourth Street, First Street, and all of those things, Japanese and white and Jewish 

and whatever. If you're the city councilman, I found out later, you know-- I looked at old 

records-- Snyder got big votes in those parts of Boyle Heights, so it looked like he was real 

popular in Boyle Heights, but it's all these old white people in these convalescent homes. So that 

distorts how you interpret how big of a vote Snyder was getting in Boyle Heights, because there 

was this myth-- not that he didn't get some votes, okay, and he was a pretty sharp politician. I 

didn't like his practices and all that, but this was part of the P.R. of all of that situation. So 

Bradley then had his stronghold. It didn't turn out to be all that Snyder also had. He still had 

patronage, and he began to change later on. He moved from being a Republican to being 

nonpartisan and all of that later on. His first wife was a debate professor at Occy, and they went 

together to the Baptist church in Eagle Rock. And then years later in the seventies, mid-seventies 

or so, he marries a young half Mexican woman, and whom he baptizes their first child in every 

Catholic Chicano (unclear) that you could imagine. And later on, he married an Asian woman. 

But, I mean, that's his life.  
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Can I ask you now what I was going to ask you?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That is, in my interviews, people who were involved in the Bradley campaign said when they 

went canvassing door to door, they did experience some racism from people calling them names 

and, "Why are you supporting that African American?" So I'm just wondering if that was your 

experience or you heard anything like that.  

 

 
01:22:30 
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See, I wasn't part of the campaign at all. That was, in part, because of Raza Unida kind of thing. 

I'm working for a nonprofit and I wasn't oriented so much to running for office and really 

building to elect Chicanos and to have a stronger constituency in the future and building that 

constituency. So that's what we had there, so we weren't pushing him, but we knew that he was 

going to be better for us, and then Yorty was probably going to move us out, or was behind the 

cops and was attacking, attacked the Moratorium Committee and all this stuff. Hey, I still do not 

like that man. I still don't. So, like I said, a year before, we had that, and so our approach on this 

issue isn't going to be it's Bradley doing it. Our approach is going to be the issue.  

 

So I didn't run into that at all, so, hey, he was like a hero at the end of that meeting at Lincoln 

High School, and it helped. It was a multiracial thing. There are all those feelings out there, I 

imagine, in every community, but then when push comes to shove, if you see the issues, then 

people-- that becomes not quite as important and you overcome all of that. Then the idea of 

solidarity, and he's been through it just like we go through it, and then you get that response, too, 

and that response ends up to be influencing what's on the mind of more voters than the other, by 

far. Of course, Bradley's generating it, and I'll bet you Snyder's people and others were pushing 

that kind of a line. Well, like that one woman, I remember a very nice woman, and she 

mentioned that they had fought the covenants, whatever they call it, the restrictive covenants that 

we got through that, we've got these homes, and we've done that, and I understand all that, but 

how can we get somebody to put him ahead when we don't have anything kind of thing. But that 

kind of woman got very much involved in the whole issue. There was one family, and one sister 

was very much involved in the movement and with Raul Ruiz and also the church, and had been 

left. This person Lola and her sisters, they owned a home in the Albion area, and actually they 

expanded the school because they were putting in some new buildings for some programs, so 

they were taking the family. The family had been living years and years in Chavez Ravine 

before, and the father, in the front of the house, had built a facsimile of that old neighborhood.  

 

 
01:24:49 



 

ESPINO: 
 

You mean a model?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, a model neighborhood with a little stream there of his old neighborhood, and they were 

wanting to tear it down. Now, I know one of the daughters, they were solid with La Raza and all 

of that, but then they said, "Well, maybe we can get another better house. It's Dad's home, and all 

that, so we're fine. Well, we can either get him a better price or stop them," and all that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What do you say to that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I said, "Well, let's try to stop it. We have all these things. We're concerned about this and that." 

But it did eventually happen. I think the father died, and it happened a bit later. Gil Lindsey 

comes by, and we're trying to get his help on the thing, and we're driving in this big limousine, 

me, Alicia, and Lindsey's in the car. We start telling him about Chavez Ravine. "Oh, that's the 

best thing we ever did, put in that Dodger's Stadium," and all of this. And I'm saying, "Well, 

that's real-- ." (Laughs) Oh, boy. But it changed. A week or two later, he was no longer the 

councilman because of the change in the city districting, because it was ‘72, and they had to 

change the lines before '73. So that's some of the stories about what we were dealing with in the 

neighborhood. So probably some of them didn't like Lindsey, so maybe they didn't like Bradley 

on a racial basis. I didn't run into that  

 

Now, when the election was over, Father Luce was leaving and all that, but then it's announced 

that the deputy mayor, one of them will be Mexican American, and it's Manuel Aragon, who had 

been our guy. And I didn't know it, but I don't know if Father Luce knew it, but there he was this 

deep in the Bradley campaign. He didn't tell us. So we actually thought he has this TV show 

that's a public thing, so he'd be safe, and he's known and he knows how to handle people and 

questions and all that kind of thing.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about his politics?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, he was more business oriented, like Esteban Torres was a guy of that generation that came, 

maybe was a little older than Manuel, but was very highly skilled and experienced person that 

came in to work in the community. Manuel Aragon was another that came in to work. The 

talented people that were around there, there were a number of people that came back to L.A., so 

to speak. Later on, Bert Corona came back to L.A., or Ruben Salazar came from Mexico City or 

wherever, because as the movement's developing, those things are happening. He was a 

Democrat, and he had a brother, Robert that also was involved with the poverty program, and 

another younger brother, Joe, who was going to UCLA. In fact, when I started getting into 

UCLA active in the Experimental College, he shows up. He was working in the Counseling 

Center where I'd worked before, but he shows up and says hello and all that, and I talked to him 

and all that. I didn't see him, but I'm sure that family was a very political family, that he was out 

kind of scouting what's this guy like, you know, kind of thing.  

 

Later on I met Joe, who my brother and others became attorneys, because he became an attorney, 

worked in the Carter White House. I remember in '77 when it just opened, and I went with Bert 

Corona to talk about getting back visas that were taken in a last-minute bill, which we'll talk 

about later. In that trip, we sat down and talked to Joe about what things that we wanted him to 

help us with convincing the Carter administration and all of that kind of thing. So they were 

Democrats, and then later on they disappeared from the scene. I dealt with Manuel a number of 

times afterwards on some of the issues, especially the Temple Beaudry issue, which we'll go into 

later, which was in '74, and some of the others. But I found that it was hard sometimes to get 

through. I had to go around him sometimes and then deal with some of the people that I knew in 

the Westside. We would sometimes get meetings with Morris Weiner, who was the other deputy 

mayor, through people in the ACLU and other things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

This is still regarding the housing particularly?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes. That was a major-- yes, the housing issue. Now, right after the election there were all 

these raids, so there was a big march in downtown L.A. that Bert was the main spokesperson, I 

guess, or leader, although it probably was a coalition. I remember we marched to City Hall, and 

then everybody says, "We've got to get Bradley to say he's with us. Okay, Bert, Rosalio, why 

don't you go see (unclear)."  

 

So we go try to find somebody. It's a Saturday, and actually some of Bradley's people were 

moving in because a few days later it would be July 1st when they take office. It was one of his 

staff guys from the council district, Cass (phonetic)-- I forget his last name. I really didn't know 

him, but Father Luce and all these people knew him. "Bert, we need Tom to say this." "Well, I'll 

get to him. I think maybe he can." Then a few days later, he did. So there was a change. There 

definitely was a change. And I'll say this, I remember going to some of those first immigration 

rallies. At one there was this really nice-looking young woman that was giving me a ride back to 

Lincoln Heights. I was just starting to date the woman, Lorraine, who I married later. But, 

anyway, we're driving through the tunnels on the 110 Freeway, and this cop car goes by and he 

points a shotgun out at me. But after Bradley got elected, nothing like that ever happened again, 

to me, anyway. So, to me, there was a big change in the city. And maybe some people say not 

enough, and this, that, and the other, but it's a big change in the city.  

 

 
01:32:32 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You had mentioned a couple of sessions back, maybe it was the last one, that once you got to 

East Los Angeles, you realized how little power people had in comparison to what you had 

experienced at UCLA. Did that change with the election of Bradley?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes, because, see, after the election, Bradley had made all these promises. What's he going 

to do? So he appoints as the head of the Planning Commission a guy by the name of Fred Case 

(phonetic), who was the top guy at the business school at UCLA, who was involved in the 

committees that we had that I was doing, kind of chairing, in developing affirmative action stuff. 

And Bradley came back, too, but Bradley came back once and said, "Yeah, we're going to do 

stuff, and we're going to have the commission come," and then he came. Eventually just about 



everything we wanted was done. Later on, there was still the East Northeast. Then what do we 

do? In a way we had won the issue, but we still were finding we didn't trust Snyder. We fought 

him on a street-lighting thing, and maybe I can go into a little bit more detail, because we got, we 

thought, 50 percent of the votes, but they said, "No, it was 49," because they somehow or other-- 

the pastor of the Catholic church had signed with us, and later on, the head guy in the finance 

office said no. So it went from like 51 to 49 or whatever. But, anyway, we lost that issue, and 

Bradley vetoed it, but then Snyder came back to say, "Let's overturn the veto." Okay. Those 

things you don't veto. Somebody wants a thing in his district, he gets it. That's the rule of the 

council. So Bradley's replacement, Dave Cunningham, is the only vote to uphold the veto.  

 

Well, years later, I forget if it was the first or second-- I think it was the second time I ran for 

supervisor in '82, Cunningham was running for something. So we're up on this Candidates Day at 

some park, I think it was, and he says, "Rosalio, you know, after that vote, I couldn't get a 

streetlight in my district for nothin'." (Laughs) That was the politics in those times. So Bradley 

stood up and did that, and he got the one guy that he could get to do that. We lost that issue. 

Looking back on it, I don't know if it was worth fighting all that, but at least we gave it a shot. So 

it didn't change all that much, but it did change some. So we were able to-- and then we'll talk 

about some other issues. There was some pulling back the police department. They still did a lot 

of stuff, and there still were problems, and Darryl Gates came in and all this stuff. I'll go over 

some of that when I when I was reporting about the city budgets and the fight over money for 

unions or money for cops and all this whole kind of thing through the eighties. But, yes, I think it 

was a very significant change, and as you're looking, I look at things that began happening in 

many ways, and La Raza Unida was part of it. It was an experiential thing that did get people 

thinking in different ways, and it was a baptism of some electoral politics and trying new and 

different kinds of things. Raul ran two campaigns. The people had a significant vote. Then there 

was the effort to incorporate East L.A. that failed, but Raul ran, and he got, I think, more votes 

for mayor than Esteban Torres, of those that voted, I think, in '74. But that whole kind of more 

progressive movimiento electoral stuff was out in those-- and there was also David Lopez Lee 

tried to recall Snyder, got enough signatures, and all of that. I didn't get as involved in it at that 

point, but looking back on it now, it was also a more Chicano initiative.  

 

So the Bradley election was a big involvement of a lot of key people that are still around. After 

that, the Jerry Brown election for governor became a whole other-- in 1974, and he took office in 

'75. So you had these areas where there-- and the Chicano generation, a good section of people 

that got active in the UMAS and MEChA and the moratoriums, and even the Brown Berets, 

some that left and others were involved in all of these things. So you could see a progression. So 

like, for me, we can say the moratorium made a difference. And just going back now to what that 

question was about following--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I stop it just for a second? I'm going to pause it because there's a lot of back-- (Interruption)  
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ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back. I wanted to ask you what are some of the changes that you witnessed after 

Bradley was elected, because you mentioned Manuel Aragon and how important he was in your 

work, because you were still with Father Luce. So how did your work change? What did you 

witness as far as trying to implement some of the projects that you were involved in?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, first of all, we won that housing struggle. We won the zoning changes eventually. Like I 

said, Fred Case came to head up the Zoning Commission, and little by little all of those things 

were changed. There was some little detail, widen this street and not that street, and this and that, 

you know, oppose certain routes for the westerly route of the Long Beach Freeway or different 

other kinds of things. So there was an ability to influence city policy. There was the policy of 

immigration. So there were very concrete things that now the Chicano constituency had some 

leverage on, and the issue of civil rights and race had a thing. This man had a reason to oppose 

anti-democratic things and racist things because that's been used against him. So that was a much 

different thing that what there was with Yorty. Then people I knew were getting appointed. 

Manuel Aragon is one. Bradley even tried to appoint him, but was not ratified, Armando 

Morales-- it might not have been the Police Commission, but I think it might have been, but to 

one of the commissions. He had published a book and was the biggest critic of the police. Now, 

he didn't live in Los Angeles, so he was kept out of it. But it showed that Bradley was opening 

up to those people, and Joe Sanchez got-- and I didn't know Joe that well at that time, and others 

were put there. Al Juarez (phonetic) and Irene Tovar were on the Civil Service Commission. So 

there are those kinds of places where different kinds-- like some of these guys that been turned 

down their jobs since they came back as World War II veterans. Maybe they were able to buy a 

house, but they weren't able to get that raise, maybe they couldn't send their kids to college, 

whatever. So there were people being put in places where you could begin dealing with some of 

those kinds of issues.  

 

Of course there were limits, like Snyder overturned the veto that we had on the lighting district. 

We wanted the money, them to use some of the federal funds, like Model Cities or something, to 

also help the homeowners. So there were those kinds of things and other things emerged with the 

times. Now, you also have to remember that Watergate was a huge, huge, huge, huge thing, and 

people were glued on those hearings to the TV and what's actually happened, what's going to 

come out. So there was a change also in the national mood, to a degree, away from the Nixon 

thing. So the next year, in '74, I was getting on to different boards and stuff. I was asked to be on 

the CRCSC, Community Relations Conference of Southern California. It was a civil rights group 

kind of coalition and it had come out of the civil right era. I think Tony Rios had been on that, 



and he left, and then somehow I got on there, and so I was on that board. There were just 

different-- like the National (unclear) Council, that was more federal. It wasn't more the local 

thing. But one of the things that happened around the housing issue was I was on the board or the 

Advisory Committee for El Centro Chicano at ‘SC. Sy Abrego (phonetic), who had been in 

MEChA and Long Beach State and he'd gotten them all involved in the moratorium, and I'd seen 

him in different meetings at movimiento events, and so I was on his board. One of the students at 

‘SC later got involved in politics and stuff, Danny Verges (phonetic), not as a candidate but 

working, he comes up and says he's got an issue, and it's a zone change that's being done at a 

temple in Beaudry where the new Bank of America thing is, and I got involved in it. Again, that's 

a very long-- I'd like to spend a good ten, fifteen minutes going through the whole thing, but 

right now we're just getting into that.  

 

So here was now this housing issue that I was doing in Lincoln Heights and got commitments 

from Bradley on zoning and other issues outside of Lincoln Heights on the Westside, we call it, 

Temple and Beaudry, is a tenants' problem that needs help. And the community is calling on me 

and Gil Cano, who was working with me, to respond on that, and so we got involved. Then, of 

course, well, get Bradley involved, and eventually Bradley got involved through Manuel Aragon 

and others, and coming out of that, the Bradley constituency. Part of his constituency was No 

Oil, out in Pacific Palisades against offshore drilling. They're more concerned on the issue-- I 

guess was it Getty? I think it was Getty. But, anyway, they were dealing with these big oil guys 

that wanted the city to do this, that, and the other. So everybody was saying, well, these 

environmentalists hurt jobs and they hurt the minorities. So they very much wanted to help us. 

Well, I was open to that, because we're looking for allies. Snyder overruled this. We needed to 

have other allies in other places. So I'm beginning to think coalition, and there's this Bradley 

coalition. So the No Oil approach us and they want to work with us, and one of the things that 

happened there, there was some press conference that they were doing out by the beach. Their 

gimmick, they had a lot of ins, so they had an in with the TV station. So there's something about 

No Oil on a beach with Yvette Mimieux. (Laughs)  

 

Anyway, we're invited to be there, and I bring people from Temple Beaudry area to be part of 

that, to show us that No Oil is also not-- and here's all these Mexicano families with the kids, and 

they're on the beach, and we've having like a picnic, and we're also with No Oil. So that kind of 

opened up certain kinds of things, and we won a modified victory. They didn't get to stay in the 

community, but the city helped, and the Bank of America had to put up money to compensate 

them. They didn't have to pay rent during a lot of the controversy and all of that. So there was 

some foothold with Bradley. What we did there was-- here I'm venturing a little more into 

electoral politics, but more nonpartisan still, that Ernie Debs-- and we had pressured him on 

county master plans, but Ernie Debs retires and so here's these perennial supervisor slots that are 

hardly ever open is open, and so two of the city councilmen within that area, Ferraro in the center 

of town and Edelman on the Westside. The other logical one was Snyder on the Eastside, but he 

had been knocked out by the recall. He had to deal with the recall, and he couldn't get involved 

in it, which was a neat thing on the recall. Sometimes I wonder who thought of that one.  

 

But, anyway, the thing was in Ferraro's district, so I developed a plan, a strategy with Gil and 

others, that we were going to use that election time as leverage for both of them to do something 

for us, but we had to focus on Ferraro, and so we did in that struggle. It ended up I was 



disappointed because the people still had to leave, but they got a lot of-- depending on how many 

in the household, you got more money per person, including the kids, and seniors got doubles. 

We set up a whole thing about the monies that the banks put over, and the cities helped them find 

places to live and all of this stuff that they'd never done. So it was kind of precedent-setting, and 

that's what the head of the City Council said-- I think it was Pat Russell (phonetic) at that time-- 

when we did it. There were editorials about it and all that in the Times. It was kind of one of the 

first major tenant things in the city. And so after that I began dealing a little bit more and more 

with tenant issues, but we got leverage. But it just opened a whole lot of doors to those changes. 

And the fact that you had the city being favorable on the immigration issue, people thought, "Oh, 

Gates," and they came up with Rule such-and-such, and probably there were real things within 

police policy that later on got formalized or codified and all of that, but the Bradley position 

from the start had an ally on the issue of immigration. Later on, we had it with Brown the next 

year, so that gave some opening in the whole city politics to all these kinds of things.  

 

In '74, '75-- I think it was '74-- the Bar Association-- I guess, Warren Christopher wasn't part of 

the process, but he kind of okayed it to look at deportation and how they were being carried out 

in Los Angeles. So there was a lot of this reform kind of stuff. I don't know if Bradley was 

involved in all of it, but it opened up a lot more political space for Mexicans to be operating in, 

for Chicanos to be operating in. Although we need it, of course, we still don't have that. So those 

were some of the issues. So given that you had an ally there on immigration, too, then those 

things, but also was in the organizing that a lot of the strategy that Bert Corona had developed. 

Years later, just a few years ago, Father Luce told me his mentor, "My mentor was Bert Corona. 

He's the one that taught me about who was who on the Eastside and statewide in Mexican 

American politics and why and this and that and differences or feuds and all those kinds of 

things." Luce explained to me what Bert, some of his strategy was. It was to just jam the system. 

In other words, it turned out with how the '65 immigration law was, that you could find the basis-

- having a citizen child was one of the main ones, and it could be a minor, that eventually if you 

could appeal and appeal the deportation process, you would finally get in line long soon enough, 

especially outside the quota like family unity and for children, you could get a visa before your 

deportation order came into effect, using up the appeals.  

 

So as this began happening, I guess Bert was starting in '69 or so doing those, but after you got a 

couple of years, this has started happening. So by '72 and '73 you had people in his organizations 

were getting their visas, and so protection from deportation. So this had a tendency to spread. It 

was like a moral lift. Those people were the ones that-- you know how people, they come over 

from the same villages, first the uncle comes over and he brings over a cousin or he brings over 

his brother, and then he brings somebody over, and he brings somebody over, and you're a unit, 

and you save up your money together, maybe in the same house, or get one house in the back lot, 

all of that kind of stuff, so the ones that were like the key ones in that, they started getting visas, 

and then the other one starts hoping. So, "Hey, don't sign the voluntary departure. Go, appeal." 

Not everybody, only a small percentage, but it's more of a percentage so that when you come 

back, somebody can hold onto the house, somebody still has a job in the factory, and you can go 

back and whatever committee you might have been organizing can get back together. So, little 

victories. Later on I began to organize. These tenants in Temple Beaudry, there was some 

citizen, some Green Carders, and some undocumented. They threatened. They actually pulled a 

raid one time trying to break us up. So all of these kind of factors were coming, and, of course, I 



think the change with Bradley, then later on the election of Brown, and then having that 

supervisor's race where the Latino vote was a little bit more and had to be competed for, and here 

was one issue that got them to kind of compete for it that I was working on. So there must have 

been others.  

 

A good friend of me, Joe Ortiz, was working with the-- you know. Edelman was working with 

TELACU, and then others were working with Ferraro, but they also got ins on these things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before we keep moving forward, you had mentioned before we took the break that there was a 

huge march regarding immigration in 1973.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I think every year there was.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Was that the first one that you recall?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no. The first one was in, I think, 1971, that they began marching down Broadway, and that 

was against Dixon Arnett. Then there was another one probably in '72. That's the one I think 

where I remember they had pointed a gun at me, the police, as I was leaving there, going back to 

Lincoln Heights. So there were two or three. I remember one-- it could have been '73-- and there 

was a guy working on the housing issue with CASA Carnalismo, but I was walking along and I 

was kind of advising him, and people that looked to me said, "Well, I've been in a lot of 

demonstrations now, and I can look at people that look a little different that could well be cops." 



So I remember walking along the thing with this guy, and I said, "Don't those guys look a little 

strange?" They would go over and send somebody to talk to them. I remember that little scene.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Was that an important march, the one in 1973?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They were all important.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why did you mention it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I mentioned it because of Bradley. We walked in after the march was-- we finished it and 

were finishing the programs, and somebody says, "Well, we've got to get Bradley to announce 

this or do something about it." They said, "Bert, Rosalio, why don't you guys go see if you can 

talk to somebody." So we did. We went in and talked, met with-- Mitsukejima (phonetic) was his 

name.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember what your arguments were? Because when you say immigration, it could be 

anything.  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There were big raids.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So it was against the raids.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

And I have somewhere, I was looking at it the other day, where there's a-- I think it was like June 

28th, because the day before my birthday is June 29th, and it says Bradley comes out questioning 

the deportation raids and that we can't have this or that kind of thing. Then soon after that, like I 

say, the Bar Association starts looking into immigration under Warren Christopher, was the head 

of the Bar Association then. So, anyway, I was not quite as involved on the immigration. I was 

supportive, and we would take people, and people in our homeowner groups or the guys from the 

gangs or this or that kind of a thing. That's one of the things I want to do this summer is start 

going through what were the different demonstrations, see if I can find photos, leaflets, articles, 

and others.  

 

In fact, Bert's birthday is around now. They're going to have some things about it. But I think it's 

in May. But we need to look into that history as well more, I think, and document some of those 

things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And I think it's really important because some people within that period of the Chicano 

Movement period were not people from CASA. They didn't embrace the term "Chicano" because 

they felt that it separated people from--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that began to become a point of argument and all of that. There was a lot of-- I don't know 

how to go into this, because at the time I was turned off-- after the moratorium, I was turned off 

against what I'll term now "leftism." Because there were groups that were being super militant 

that I identified with provocation, or just in La Raza Unida Party they were debating foreign 

policy between Mao and Brezhnev. I remember, "Can you relate to Mao?" I said, "Well, what 

about Brezhnev?" (Laughs) I just said, "Well, that's not going to move the people in the 

community at this point." So there was a number of those things going on, and one of the things 

was there was a criticism of saying "Chicano." "We should say we're Mexican." And that was a 

thing. My cousin Felix Gutierrez, he's a journalism professor, pretty well known in that, he 

reminds me of-- and Felix's father was a leader in the Mexican American Movement and the 

editor of their publications. Bert at a point in time was the features editor of their paper. Anyway, 

Bert was one that would say we should say "Mexican." He didn't really like "Mexican 

American." But there were articles. He said, "There's articles by Bert talking about the 

importance of being a Mexican American back then." But, anyway, they would say, "Let's say 

we're Mexican." And I think there's a point to it, but that doesn't negate being Chicano, to me, 

because it also is a point on that.  

 

Those became points of polemics. "Let's get into polemics," the people would say sometimes. 

Why don't we just talk about the issues? So there was some of that, and within people in the 

movement, there were-- what did they call them? There were trials of people that were sold out 

or people that were this. They were tribunals and stuff being held. There was this whole division 

of different, I guess, kind of factionalism or sectarianism among people that was just eating 

yourself up. So I just stayed away. I said, "We're working the neighborhood issues, meat and 

potatoes, your house, your consumer rights, consumer this, and let's get some support on those 

kinds of issues." Somewhere in there we began developing a neighborhood grouping around the 

Legal Aid Office, and one of the real activists was both at the Episcopal church, but in the 

community, was the community rep, Eddie Ruiz, who's actually-- is he Colombian or Peru? 

Anyway, but very active for the community in advocating for issues. Jobs was a big thing of his. 

He always had some petition we needed to get with jobs.  

 

So one of the things we moved on, we got the state to put in an Unemployment Office in Lincoln 

Heights. It was a temporary. It was like bungalows, kind of trailers or stuff that they put, but they 

were there for years and years and years and years. But we began working on different kinds of 

issues in the neighborhood. We had a very effective young man, my age-- he's older than me; I'm 

thinking backwards-- Manuel Valle, really handsome, he was an athlete, he lifted his weights and 

did running and all that. He was from Echo Park. He really didn't speak Spanish, but he knew 

how to relate to young guys, and he began working at Lincoln High School. So we had, I think, 

out of Casa de la Vecindad, we didn't have that anymore, but he still stayed active, and he got 

very effective in working with the kids and the gangs at Lincoln, and he started a thing he called 

the Barrio Workshop. So what it was, was that he basically got the kids to be sitting all down 

together and they said, "What's the beefs?" Then they would go through, "Well, where did this 



come from? How come this?" Invariably it would come-- well, maybe most of the time, anyway, 

it would come down to the older guys. Oftentimes some guy just got off parole and moved into 

another area and wanted to start selling this or that or wanted to get this girl or whatever, and 

then they would have the Peewees (phonetic) fight it out. So kind of the thing became, "Oh, we 

don't want to get in that." What it originated, a lot of it, was that after the moratorium where 

there had been tremendous unity and there was very little, and then little by little it started 

spreading, there were more drive-by shootings, more violence, and the unity that was there began 

to disintegrate or wasn't as strong. So there were more and more drive-by shootings and stuff.  

 

Well, from how Manuel placed it, and got me to understand, well, there were times where it was 

safer to be out of school, because there were different cliques in the gangs, and one thing that 

was happening, I guess people was being moved out of the 18th Street Temple at Pico Union 

area. So 18th Street was being replaced. But in each neighborhood there were different 

configuration of gangs, and some bigger one, and then the littler ones would kind of team up 

sometimes to protect themselves, and there were these kind of dynamics. So sometimes maybe it 

wouldn't for your guys be all that safe to be on campus. It would be better off to be off campus. 

But as the shootings started to happen, it became more safe to come on to the schools. Then 

Manuel, as that was happening, began getting the kids together at these Barrio Workshops, and it 

started reducing the gang violence within each other in the schools. So more and more kids were 

coming to school, but they were going into the continuation school in the back, and it got very 

crowded. Then a lot of the kids, we were taking them sometimes to the campuses or to 

demonstrations, maybe to an immigration rally or this or that. Some of them were very 

interested. Some of them just wanted to go off and sniff glue or something. Some of them 

wanted to go and get into the regular classes, so then, I guess, the regular principal, Pete 

Martinez, would say, "Okay, let's start doing that." They were starting to be some young Chicano 

teachers there that were also for that, Chicano and Chicana.  

 

But then apparently in the faculty thing there were these older teachers talking about all this 

riffraff coming into the classes and stuff, the gang kids that heretofore had been mostly in 

continuing, (unclear) there. So then they're saying, "Well, we don't have the class size. It's not 

budgeted to have this many students in the union," and this and this and this and this. And so 

eventually there were people began agitating for there to be more gang stuff and to get him off 

the campus, and eventually it succeeded. They used a program that had (unclear) that Snyder had 

control. I don't know if Snyder was involved or stuff, but eventually they were effective in 

having Manuel get off of there. Then the gang stuff got worse. It taught me the lesson that I drew 

to that is that we needed much more fundamental changes that if you just start-- let's think if all 

the kids came back to school. This was what was kind of happening. If they all came back to 

school, we couldn't serve them. We don't have the resources to do that. So just like UCLA, to 

me, the institution was making sure that a bunch of kids didn't come back the next year because 

of the bell curve. Here you had this whole other institutional setup, and to bring that change, it's 

more fundamental. Then, of course, I began looking, what are the more deeper things that are 

going on to get the changes. Also at the same time I was becoming aware, and it was in the 

newspapers, there were new groups coming up like the Trilateral Commission and other groups. 

I don't know, was it Moynihan was out with all of these theories? People were talking about 

lower expectations and austerity and all of these kinds of things as a response. We're losing the 

Vietnam War, there's the oil crisis, there's all of this kinds of things.  



 

So in the ruling class and in the ruling sections, I would say now, there was this push towards 

more austerity, towards other things, and it was becoming-- I began thinking a little different 

than before, that, hey, we're not going to solve this by sending everybody to college. This is 

going to be a more struggle of the poor than just getting affirmative action. My experiences in 

the barrio and all of that, it's going to take-- and I began looking. I wasn't looking immediately to 

Marx and Engels; I was looking to some of the theology liberation. Ivan Illich was an intellectual 

Catholic, I think he was a Jesuit, and others, and just reading a lot of different books on things. I 

did get a book on Lenin. I was at San Jose-- no, not San Jose. Well, one of the campuses, and I 

just picked up a book and began looking. But I didn't become that oriented then in 1974. In 1975, 

a friend from the movement in the moratorium days, Joel Flores, came and began dealing more 

on those levels. But these were just some of those experiences of beginning to see deeper into the 

systemic problems of how are you going to resolve these things. We're getting a little leeway. 

We're getting a little bit more openings, but then what can be done and what needs to be done? 

All of this is problematic, but we need to do more. So then I began doing more on that.  

 

Two things began happening. After we had gotten involved with the Catholic Church on some of 

these issues, there was a Catholic auxiliary bishop that was appointed, Juan Arzube. Where was 

he from? Ecuador, I think. But he was starting to become a more active in things. In '74, Ford 

was president by then. A bunch of little old ladies, Mexicanas and maybe Central American, I 

don't know, but I think mostly Mexicanas, started getting cut off from Social Security. What's 

going on? Well, they were making closer checks about immigration status, and it turns out these 

ladies, that they'd been here for fifty, sixty years or longer, some of them were living in garages 

behind this or that, no kids around or this or that. They said, well, maybe they had papers, but 

they forgot where they are. They don't remember this or that. So they were coming into the 

poverty program offices, and it came to the attention of one of the staff that who I think did a lot 

of the P.R. for the poverty program, Jean McDowell (phonetic), who had been a progressive 

activist, I think in CDC and other things. Then she approached us and others, says, "What can we 

do? I don't know many people at the church. How can we respond on that?" So I said, "Well, 

here's an issue. Other people are working on the Rodino bill, on the more employment-related 

things, but we've been working on getting more things for the community. So this is something 

to do. What can we do on this immigration issue?"  

 

So we formed a group that we got the bishop involved, and here I'm working with all the 

Protestants, and my friend Gil Cano was coming and helping me. Then he was going to college 

at Northridge. So let's see if we can get the Catholic, not just have all the Protestant guys. Okay. 

And Arzube agreed. So he headed up what we called-- we were for a non-threatening but kind of 

boring name. Like the Homeowners Committee was the East Northeast Committee to Stop Home 

Destruction. So we had this one became the Interreligious Committee for Human Needs, around 

Human Needs, and Arzube became the chair. We began mobilizing around that issue and other 

issues and, sure enough, down the pike came more denials, whether in welfare or in legal aid or 

in this and that of immigrants coming out of the Ford administration. Looking back on it, well, 

the numbers were growing, raids were growing, deportation numbers were growing, the struggle 

of the immigrants was growing, and they were getting more involved in different issues. Some of 

the ones I was involved, there were a few in the homeowners thing, but in the Temple Beaudry 

there were a whole lot more, and in some of these other issues there were others. I imagine more 



were getting involved in the churches. So here we were dealing with here's another aspect then of 

the Immigration Movement, not just the job related but the more living in the community and 

their children and all of this whole thing. So we begin dealing with that, those issues.  

 

We started pressuring the Board of Supervisors to have hearings on the issues, and we had some 

good times with them, some of them. There was this one hearing, and Pete Schabarum, who was 

a leading conservative on the Board of Supervisors-- there was like two liberals, two 

conservatives, and one kind of moderate Democrat that might go-- Baxter Ward (phonetic) might 

go this way or that way. But it was more liberal than it became after '80. So Schabarum is 

heading up this hearing and doing all that. He was very anti-immigrant, raising all this stuff. In 

the middle of this hearing, this little old lady-- I got to know her later-- Consuelo Andrade, who 

must have been in her seventies or eighties, but she was around when the Flores Magon were 

here, because I think she might have been more anarchist. But, anyway, she was in a lot of 

progressive groups that I noticed later on. She gets up, "Well, Mr. Schabarum," she says, "were 

you the little boy who used to come by 14th and Main and see Señora So-and-so in your little 

sailor suit?" And he said, "Yes. I've got skeletons in my closet that I'm proud of." And it turns 

out that he had a Mexican grandmother. Apparently the father worked with Doheny (phonetic), 

and they went to Mexico for oil and stuff and met a Mexican woman and whatever. But kind of 

also shows some of the psychology of some of these people. I think I heard that the Schabarum 

part of it lost a lot when Cardinez (phonetic) in the thirties nationalized oil in Mexico, so maybe 

that was some of his animus. But be that as it may, it just showed that we were taking on the 

issue of aspects of the immigration issue. It must have been '74 or maybe getting into '75.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's really interesting, because what you're talking about is having these people who are 

undocumented, they're starting to be targeted as far as (unclear).  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, right.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

I wonder if that's the beginning or if it happened before, but it would be really interesting to--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there were raids.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But I mean as far as taking away public services, like what we see today, wanting to take away 

healthcare and education.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. They were beginning to be more and more framed. Yes, well, this was part of the austerity. 

So this was like the front line, the opening salvos of it, but lower key, not as like it is today, but, 

"Okay, we're going to start getting these people, and how much can we get away with?" So then 

we're saying, "Hey, if they do it just like from the thirties, they do it to these ones, they're going 

to come with this. They're going to cut the next thing. This isn't going to save us anything." And 

we started developing all those arguments and stuff.  

 

 
02:17:10 
 

ESPINO: 
 

I think that's a really good place for us to stop today. Then we'll come back to I wanted to ask 

you about Delfino Varela. Was he part of this organization for immigrant rights?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

No, he was with MAPA.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

(unclear) immigration?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. He was with CASA. He was with Bert.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Didn't he have an immigration office or was that--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

He had his own office. Delfino was a social worker. He had a degree in social work. Much later 

in the eighties or somewhere in there, he became a lawyer.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Oh, okay. I'm going to stop it right now, because we'll figure that out. (End of Session 12, May 

19, 2011 interview)  

SESSION THIRTEEN (05-24-2011) 



 

 
00:00:24 
 

ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino. Today is May 24, 2011. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the offices 

of the Mexican Cultural Institute. Today I'd like to start with your earliest recollections of Tom 

Bradley's influence on the Mexican American community, even before he became mayor of the 

city.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I want to talk first about my impressions, because I wasn't very much involved in politics 

until I got into UMAS, and then it was Chicano politics and Chicano Movement politics more 

than who's the mayor and what's the state legislature like, although I was getting to know about 

Reagan and the Board of Regents, and there was the Portuguese guy up in San Jose that was real 

strong on student rights. His name will come to me later on. But just beginning to be aware. But 

then my last year at UCLA was the big race where he ran against Yorty and was ahead in the 

primaries and was a very strong stand. Looking back, to me, in a way, he replaced Roybal. 

Roybal in the fifties and the earliest sixties was like the voice of conscience, the progressive 

voice of Los Angeles, and I think Tom Bradley then, through the sixties and the riots and what 

was happening, emerged, I think, as that same kind of a thing, because I remember coming out of 

UCLA and starting to go out into the community. I've talked about how East L.A. didn't have the 

power that the student government had in UCLA, at least my impression, and with Bradley, 

here's this guy, he's speaking out against police abuse, he's supporting the farm workers, he's 

critical of the war in Vietnam, and I said, "Wow. There are changes that can be done. It's radical 

kinds of stuff, especially for me, but there's things out there that could be done." And even 

though he'd been defeated or anything, I said, "Wow, there's that."  

 

Now, that's going on in the black community. It's kind of citywide. He's not the mayor or any of 

that stuff, but that's there. It's a presence in the City Council. And when there was the Chicano 

Moratorium, Bradley spoke out. He said, "There has to be an investigation of what happened by 

the Congress," and big headlines came out. There was our press conference, the Chicano 

Moratorium, and then Bradley and a number of other people. I think Denham spoke out and 

others. So that was my impression. Then working after the moratorium with Father Luce, he was 

very strong about Bradley, and others around that were progressive I was working around felt 

pretty strong about him. Some of the (Spanish term) of the Moratorium Committee, like Rudy 

Salas, he's an old-- he grew up in the zoot suit era. His kids, his two oldest sons, are part of 

Tierra, a very famous Chicano musical group. He's a very accomplished painter, amateur in a 

way, but he was a painter for the city. He would paint the benches or the walls, cover up the 

graffiti for years and years and years, but was always involved in the movement. But a man like 

him, he and his buddies from his neighborhood that were still involved in the movement and 



knew other people from the forties, well, they were teenagers in the zoot suit thing, but then after 

the war and World War II, had been in different things as grassroots people, like Bradley.  

 

So there were that kind of people that-- so that was there in my mind so that when I came back 

and started thinking we need to work on the issues in the neighborhoods and build the base 

amongst voters, the youth are going off and into the colleges. They're not here, or there are some 

that think they're going to have a revolution right now or whatever, but how are we going to get 

some power in these communities? So you're looking for there's going to be a mayor's race 

coming up in 1973, and starting in '72 to begin dealing with the City Council, with Art Snyder 

and what he's been doing. Art Snyder, he was the representative of the east and northeast parts of 

Los Angeles, actually from the middle of Lincoln Heights north, which was basically just 

becoming more and more Mexican. But it's the areas that I grew up in from right near Broadway 

just 100 feet from the line, but in that district, and then all the way up to Highland Park and 

Eagle Rock where I had grown up from ten years old on. And this guy was a Republican, 

supported by the right wing, people like Henry Salvatore, that I learned later was a big backer of 

Yorty and of Reagan and a big oil guy. But he was the guy on the Public Safety Committee that 

was backing up everything that the chief of police was doing against the moratorium and busting 

Chicanos, and "There's no police brutality," and, "These are Communists," and all of this kind of 

thing. That was the other kind of side of the coin that we were dealing with, so the counterweight 

to the politics of what Snyder and Yorty were doing, the hope, the leverage that was there was 

Tom Bradley. That's how I felt about it.  

 

Now, I was dealing with the issues, and I think I related knocking on doors at the start of the city 

planning issue, that one woman in particular, she was very articulate, very nice woman, talked 

about how they first got moved into there in the late forties, and there had been restricted 

covenants and it just opened up, but then we haven't moved ahead, and why would we vote for a 

black man when we haven't moved ahead? And you're running into that, but still that was kind of 

in my mind, so that when we got ready then to-- our issue had matured and we had gotten 

numbers of churches involved, we had the black-- not the black-- we had the Latino, we had the 

white, the old Italian, other whites, and the beginnings of the newer Asians in the Lincoln 

Heights and general area, and we were all congealed into an effort against this master plan that 

Snyder and now Yorty were behind. So we said, "Well, let's have a debate," as this issue was 

coming up in the spring of 1973. We'd had other larger meetings and then we had this very large 

meeting. I think I described that at the last time. Then Bradley came across. Yorty didn't show, 

and Bradley just promised us the moon, which he came through on almost all the stuff, I think, 

and took some heat afterwards, but there it was. Then we found out that the guy that had a TV 

show and had been active in the community, very brilliant man that was the emcee at this big 

meeting turns out to be the deputy mayor and stuff. Then a lot of people started getting hired. He 

nominated Armando Morales-- I think I mentioned that too-- to one of the posts. Armando wrote 

the book against police brutality, but the police and others kept him off of being a commissioner 

of something because he didn't live in the city limits. But others got in, and little by little, more 

and more there were many others that more and more got jobs in the city.  

 

I think Al Juarez later on got into the Bradley administration. I think at the first he was working 

with the county, because I remember he had been in the process where my sister-in-law got hired 

with the county. But there were just many people being hired. I wasn't paying attention to all 



those different things, but over the years, more and more in the Bradley administration, more and 

more Mexican Americans began being hired. Now, there was a number of other processes. The 

next year Jerry Brown runs for governor and then some of that set of people and new sets of 

people came up, and more people were coming out of the colleges, getting degrees, doing work 

in the community. There were some that were more oriented maybe to working within the 

system than changing it with pressure, not as quite as confrontational. I think of some of the 

lawyers. Some of them stayed out and never went into politics, the ones that were carrying all the 

lawsuits of police brutality or challenging the immigration, but there were others that would 

work there and they were parts of networks, so there were those network connections that were 

there. It's even more clear now, you look back and you go to all these fortieth reunions or you 

went to the thirty-fifth reunion or you're going and seeing this new Cultural Center that has like a 

museum, historical thing of Mexican Americans, and there's everybody together, because we 

kind of came up from there and went these ways.  

 

But all this networking and other things were happening, so that's where I saw the Bradley 

administration. And then for myself, we were taking on Art Snyder. Bradley was in there. We 

had this lighting district, which they put up the streetlights, but the homeowners have to pay a 

certain percentage of all the costs and it adds to their stuff. So do we want that? We didn't ask for 

the lights; Art Snyder's putting them in. Then there's all this Model Cities monies he's using 

really for his patronage, and so why don't we use some of that to pay for the lower-income 

homeowners in the area so they don't have that tax burden. It was a conservative issue. But we 

did that. It passed. It was very close. They got the Catholic Church, the big Catholic Church in 

Lincoln Heights that had signed, the pastor had signed, but really it should have been Monsignor 

So-and-so, and I forget the (unclear). I forget the name of the guy, because he was pretty famous 

back then. But, anyway, they took it away, no, so we went under 50 percent. But we lost that and 

it was vetoed and we couldn't overturn it. So that experience, amongst others, told me that you 

need coalition. You need to get, number one, if you're going to continue to get Bradley doing 

things, you have to-- the deputy mayor may say, "Well, hey, that wasn't all that much fun." But 

how do you get around him? So you found ways to get with some of the ACLU crowd, talked to 

the other deputy mayor, or then in other issues, how do you get to other city councilmen and that. 

In 1974, I began to see with this issue of the Temple Beaudry zone change to have the now big 

computer center that Bank of America has there just the other side of downtown.  

 

I think last time I was talking about building, getting on to different boards. Well, there was that 

need to do that, but there also was the possibility to do that because these kinds of groups were 

part of the Bradley coalition. And even though I never walked a precinct for him, let's say, in 

1973, our whole issues were it just all kind of just came together. It was all the same wavelength, 

the same kind of People's Movement. So people were open to it, whether it was in the 

Environmentalist Movement or the Civil Rights Movement, the Community Relations 

Conference of Southern California-- I think that's CRCSC or whatever-- that was pretty big. It 

kind of fought the housing issues from the fifties on. There was a guy, Julian Keysor, he was a 

United Church of Christ guy. Of course, working for COMMIT might have helped with Julian. 

Anyway, so with that kind of a group. So there was like ACLU and environmentalists, civil 

rights kinds of things that were there. They even tried to get me together with the unions, but I 

still, given where I ended up, I didn't have that in my background, so I didn't relate that well. I 

think there were feelers that might have been there. So that set the stage for a number of other 



issues that I dealt with in the seventies.  

 

Then on the immigration issues, now, of course, other people were dealing, Bert Corona, of 

course, and Al Juarez (phonetic) and others that worked in One Stop Immigration. I think 

G_____ Ladesmo (phonetic) was working there, other people that I knew from the movement, so 

that that helped set the stage for a lot of these other things. Now, Watergate was happening and 

the hearings were going on in '72 and '73, and that was heralding a change and shaking things up 

a little bit, like I mentioned the Jerry Brown campaign.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Before we move on to the immigration issue, it seems like in the seventies, in the early seventies 

there were several important elections. Bradley is one that you just talked about, Art Torres and 

Alex Garcia. So my question is when you see people like this that have similar ideas and a 

similar way of thinking winning office, and you as someone who had run for office as early as 

high school, were you tempted to run for political office?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I wasn't tempted to run for political office. I kind of had that feeling of Raza Unida that I didn't 

see that for me. I thought we had to build a stronger base and that we needed the change in the 

city, and this is one of the things that Father Luce oriented me around a little bit, because right at 

that time one of the big issues was incorporating East L.A. It had failed in the sixties, and it was 

coming up again in the seventies, I think in late '73, '74. Seventy-four, I think there was a vote, 

but the campaign and the efforts happened in '73, getting the petitions and all of this kind of 

thing signed before you actually held the election, and that where the power that you need was in 

the city.  

 

It's an interesting question that I thought about since then, because we had to make the power 

breakthrough in the city because that's where the real leverage of power, that's where real money 

was accrued, that's where influence for the union contracts and everything, and where it was 

easier, in a sense, in coalition, where the county was so much more spread and then all the more 

suburban areas were not as Democratic as they are now but in California at that time. A lot of 

people we have now came up from there. Gloria Molina was from, like, outside of L.A. Maybe 

earlier in her life she had lived in East L.A. I don't know all their biographies. Hilda Solis. 

Esteban Torres didn't get elected in the East L.A. District; he got elected in a San Gabriel Valley 

district and had worked, come out of a factory in the San Gabriel Valley, the Ford Pico Rivera 

plant. So there was all these things, but, you know, like the San Gabriel Valley, in looking at it at 

that time, I can see they had all these little cities, and one of the reasons there was all those little 



cities was to keep from being in the district where there were too many Mexicans, whether it was 

the school board or having your police department or any of these other things. But in any event, 

I was oriented and had been oriented more to the city of L.A., and so that's where my interest is. 

So getting somebody into the Assembly or this was not-- where my issues was, what was the 

thing that was closest to where you were at? Because we could get Democrats to put money into 

the city and then the county, but who'd be spending it? Art Snyder or one of some of these other 

people, even maybe liberals, but that they'd keep themselves in power, and then what are we 

going to build with. So that was the kind of thinking I had.  

 

Then you've got to have that voting base and you've got to have the issues base, and you have to 

have organization that is there. There had been organization in the fifties with CSO, but, you 

know, looking back, people moved. People moved to the San Gabriel Valley or Highland Park or 

to wherever else as they might have moved up with that. Then neighborhoods were getting 

knocked down too. That's another reason people were moving, so that there was that need, I 

think, to organize in the communities. The Chicano Movement was beginning to do that, but 

having that big youth explosion of the walkouts, and then the moratorium was also very youth 

oriented-- that's who was being drafted, eighteen years old and up-- were big issues. But we were 

faced with how do we organize that vote. Then there's more and more immigrants, and actually 

there was the whole new generation that wasn't the CSO generation, which was the bracero 

generation or others that came in from the fifties on. Some people think it wasn't that many, but 

there were plenty, I think, because if you looked in the Chicano Movement, although those of us 

that were out front were second or third generation, look at moratorium. We had Ramses 

Noriega, we had Gonzalo Javier, who was Guatemalan, or Jacobo Rodriguez and others that 

were key organizers that were Green Carders.  

 

You look at MEChA or UMAS, and you had similar kinds of situations, at least at UCLA that I 

could see. I don't know how it was in the other places. There were a significant number of 

immigrants, so that in the movement I think it-- well, even changing from UMAS, United 

Mexican American Students, to MEChA, Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán, that's 

going into Spanish, reflects that it is not just an ideological thing, "Let's go back to our Mexican 

roots." There were more Mexicans there, too, and people from Mexico that Spanish was their 

first language right there in classes with us, right there in the marches, right there organizing. 

And, of course, as years came by, it was more and more and more. So the city then was a key 

place for activity, at least in my set of thinking, and so that's where I was oriented to work, so 

that the Bradley election opened up a lot of opportunities. Now, we didn't get somebody on the 

City Council till 1985, so that's a long time. I remember when Antonio was-- well, he lost his 

first, Antonio Villaraigosa, and I think it was Jackie Goldberg and then one of his staff people, 

they were all crying, and I'm not feeling too good, but I said, "Look, this is what we've always 

been doing. We've been losing battles and winning the war." So there was that kind of an 

experience, but we would come out with a little bit more each time of whatever different 

struggles. You win some victories, but then you see the problems are even deeper.  

 

 
00:22:40 
 

ESPINO: 



 

Did you work on any campaigns for City Council?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I still was Raza Unida. I still was nonpartisan. David Lopez Lee ran the recall of Snyder the 

end of '73. I guess that was in the end of early '73. I was working for a nonprofit group, so I 

wasn't campaigning in that way. I think he organized it in his own kind of way. I don't want to be 

super critical. It was a tremendous achievement to even get on the ballot and then challenge him. 

Then others, Roybal's aide came in, wasn't just Lopez Lee, so you had a division, and you 

couldn't unite behind one person to be the candidate or whatever. So I wasn't. I still was thinking 

that there you had to build a stronger base to do it. It was more often those people that were 

involved in electoral politics and coming with electoral political theories, which have their value 

and that needs to be there. I think I mentioned one time, and as I came to think of it afterwards, 

what I was trying to do was build some of the preconditions, laying some of the basic 

groundwork for building the Chicano Power. It wasn't just a matter of registering enough voters 

and doing it. You had to have knowledge of the issues. You had to have organization. You had to 

have experience and all these other things.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to pause it just for a second. (Interruption)  
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ESPINO: 
 

Okay, we're back.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I wanted to get back to you were saying there were these people being elected. Well, there were a 

number of developments that came after the movement, and some were more like on the 



Democratic side and some were more Independent because, one, there were the campaigns of 

Raul Ruiz in 1971 against, well, a whole field of people that Dave Roberti had moved out of 

office and up. So Richard Alatorre ran, but there were other strong candidates, in particular 

Ralph Ochoa, who has been a figure in the community, never was elected, but ran a strong race 

then and has been in several others. But those, I think, were the two main ones. The campaign of 

Raul Ruiz kept Richard from having the majority, and a Republican went in and was elected in 

that race for maybe six months and then there was the regular. It was a special election. Then 

right after that, Raul Ruiz ran against Alex Garcia and had a strong campaign. I did not get 

involved in that. By that time I was heavily into the East Northeast Committee and then I had 

more the orientation around the whole city politics and only starting to get into it. Then more or 

less at the same time, there was the recall of Snyder in Los Angeles that David Lopez Lee led, 

and he did a lot of the walking, got a lot of the signatures to get it onto the ballot. Then there was 

also in '74 and also starting campaigning, I think, in '73 a move to incorporate East Los Angeles. 

So '71, '72, '73, '74 you had these kind of elections, and you have Raza Unida kind of stuff, and 

you had the other act, and the Democrats, and then you had this kind of independent recall kind 

of thing and then initiative to incorporate. So you had tremendous amount of electoral activity, 

and not everybody was into electoral activity. My sense was that there was a lot more 

community organization that you needed, or least for what I would want.  
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ESPINO: 
 

What were you directly involved in?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I was directly involved in the East Northeast Committee to Stop Home Destruction and was 

starting to get involved around some of the immigration issues, helping Bert doing what he was 

doing in those different marches and different other things. I finished up in the beginning of '72 

my draft trial, which we might get into a little bit as how it affected me. And I was getting 

serious about a young woman who I married and was married to for twelve years, and active 

also, both of us, in the community, and getting settled into this job with COMMIT and 

eventually more with the parish of East Los Angeles. So there were those kinds of involvements, 

but there was working on this issue of the housing and developing community organization 

around that was where I was really centered. I was carrying on that campaign. So that's where I 

was in '72 and '73. Come '74, that began to change, and I think I began talking about that, that 

there was a whole change in the country, that there was the beginning of what I see as in the 

Communist Party the corporate offensive was starting up then, reacting to losing in Vietnam, the 

OPEC and its emergence, of course the continuing struggles for empowerment of the black and 

brown communities, women, the environment, all of these different kinds of issues that were 



there, and their program, which I think Nixon was beginning to do, of rolling back parts of the 

New Deal, the Fair Deal, the New Frontier, the Good Society, and having there go back to the 

American Century kind of thing, but on a whole new level, a whole global thing, and a new level 

of the Cold War. So you had the Trilateral Commission and the Council on Foreign Relations, 

and I think there was back then the Committee on the Present Danger. Was that it? That might 

have been a little later. But anti-union kind of things. From there you saw the talk about the need 

for austerity. Moynihan was talking that kind of way, and there was all these theories about the 

benign neglect of the black and how there-- I forget. He had some other thing about there was a 

lot of problems with the black community.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Moynihan?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, Moynihan, who was a Democrat but working with the Nixon administration. So these ideas 

were coming out at this time, and more and more of them were coming as we came to the second 

centennial of the U.S. in '76. But there was this change, and I remember just around the time of 

Bradley, even, we were sitting down with Manuel Aragon, Father Luce, myself, and we were 

talking about the Bradley election thing, but then we were getting off and he started talking all 

about OPEC and these sheiks telling us what to do. I said, "Well, it's their oil." I wasn't that 

sophisticated, though, in terms of geopolitics at that time, but you got these signals. So by '74, I 

was beginning to change my orientation even more, that you need to struggle for the poor with 

workers, although even then, during the Snyder recall, and it had to be '73 because I know I was 

recently married and we were living in this one house in Cypress Park on Division Street, and 

Bert Corona came by and he was trying to get whatever dirt I had on Snyder because he was 

going to be debating on Channel 11 or 5, I forget which. So we got into this long talk. Then I 

finished. I didn't have that much. It was just the issue.  

 

Then Bert started saying, "Oh, you know, you really ought to start looking into working with 

workers and that orientation, not just thinking of homeowners." It didn't hit me then, but actually 

I began thinking of it more in terms of the poor than-- because I didn't have a dynamic idea of 

the unions at that point and what their role was, still. But I remember Bert bringing that up. So 

coming from all that political activity, I saw the need for having coalition that you had to deal 

more than just with homeowners. Although I had some of that concept, there was an article that 

came out in the Times because Mike Castro was reporting then and Doug Smith, who was a 

friend of mine, and they thought a lot of this stuff was really cool, you know. I guess it's 

something happening in the inner city, and there was this inner city edition of the Times and so 



they were writing for it. So this is something that's happening, you know. There's all these people 

coming to meetings and telling off the city councilmen and this and that, and then fighting the 

Bank of America, as we did at Temple Beaudry. I was talking about equity. "We have something 

here we have to defend. We own our homes," and all of this kind of thing, so it was kind of 

capitalist-sounding thing. That was part of how I was thinking. There was all this other part, so 

there not ambivalence, there was just contradictory things of moving to where what can you 

move forward to get justice for Chicanos in a better society and all of that and doing it 

experientially, doing it in action. So that's all coming from Bradley. But, anyway, this is all those 

things that were happening. There still is this number one kind of priority: how do we get 

Chicano power that can help improve this country, the city, this country, our people, and all 

people? So what can do that?  

 

So in '74, this issue of people knew me of working on zoning, and so here it turns out that the 

Bank of America wants to get a zone change in this big piece of property near downtown L.A., 

right just across from the Civic Center on Temple and Beaudry Streets. It's some of the most 

dilapidated housing in the whole city. It turns out most of it for blocks and blocks and blocks is 

in the estate of one of the big architects, Welton Becket. I guess he passed away. But he had 

many buildings, the Ralph Bunche Hall, the social science building at UCLA. We used to call it 

Welton's Waffle when I went to school. I didn't know about him as an architect. But that's 

Welton's Waffle. Okay. And he'd done the Music Center and other stuff, so he was pretty tight 

with the L.A. Times people and probably others. But, anyway, it's all in his estate, which is being 

handled by Security Pacific Bank. So here the Bank of America is going to buy this property via 

the Security Pacific Bank to build this huge computer center that can withstand nuclear war and 

for all the records of Bank of America. So right there in one of the oldest and most rundown 

barrios where there were no homeowners, everybody was a tenant, and the biggest percentage 

were Green Carders, and there were a lot of undocumented and some Mexican American, but not 

a whole lot, within those blocks.  

 

So they came to me that through a student that was going to ‘SC that lived nearby-- and I was on 

the board; that was another board of the ‘SC Centro Chicano-- the people were finding out 

there's going to be this zone change to build this thing and this whole neighborhood, or half of it 

was going to be wiped out, because there was all across the street and for several other blocks, 

exactly where the new Roybal High School is. It was going to be Belmont years later. Anyway, 

this piece of property, and it was in Ferraro's district, who was the president of the City Council, 

very powerful guy, tied very much to O'Melveny and Myers, Warren Christopher. There had 

been an Advisory Committee for the plan for that area on which the monsignor of the big parish 

in that area was on that Advisory Committee. He was also head of the Catholic Youth 

Organization. I forget his name right now. Anyway, he signed off on it. It turns out in their plans 

that the church, they had a little mission thing. They had a real big fancy church, it was mostly 

for the whites, but over here in this real poor neighborhood enclave was this little mission place 

that was their church. The people loved it. And they found out, "Oh, we're going to be moved 

out, but it's horrible that's happening," so then it was brought to my attention.  

 

Actually in the plans was on one lot was this little thing, this little building that was the little 

mission for the Catholic-- across the street they got, like, three or four lots in the deal from the 

estate somehow or other, and parking and all kinds of other stuff. So the church leader was in the 



whole deal. Actually, there was a Mexican American priest there, Luna, that soon after it all 

started, was transferred out. So here's this issue. So I was working with Gil Cano, who had 

helped, and I was getting a little bit of money, I think-- was it still or maybe just about to come-- 

from the Campaign for Human Development. Because Gil was working with the Catholics, and 

we had gotten some on board in taking on the city and county master plans just the previous 

year. So this thing comes up and we begin saying, "Well, we're going to fight the change." And 

we did some new tactics in the interreligious-- no, no, not the interreligious, the East Northeast 

Committee to Stop Home Destruction. I was kind of the main vocal person. There were other 

people that played a role. Dr. Lou Negrete of Cal State L.A., he did some wonderful things. He 

wrote articles and he did studies. We have a study, I just found it, that he did of that housing 

corporation we talked about, and that he analyzed the whole thing so that we were all prepared to 

present. I told the story of how we put up the bylaws in English and Italian and Spanish and 

Mandarin. We didn't have it written in Mandarin. Somebody was speaking. Maybe it was, I 

forget, because Lou was running that show. But I was more the spokesperson, so we wanted to 

also develop more of homegrown leadership that they become their own leaders. That was part 

of our-- we wanted to build that into the methodology of how we used it.  

 

Also I think I mentioned this the last time, there was the elections coming up for Ernie Debs' 

seat. He'd been forever on the City Council, I think. Well, he defeated Roybal with a Mexican-

baiting campaign in 1958, sixteen years before, and he was getting old and I think probably 

drank a lot, because I saw him dead drunk one night at the Hungry Tiger. Anyway, that's a whole 

other story. But he retired, and so everybody and their cousin was going to run for it, but the 

main ones were going to be the two big city councilmen in that district. There were actually 

three. On the east there was Snyder. In the center there was Ferraro, around the Wilshire District. 

Then on the Westside in Westwood in that area was a Jewish guy, Edelman. But the Eastside 

vote could be very important in that. A little bit after that time, looking back on it, I said, well, 

Snyder got knocked out. He got knocked out by David Lopez Lee's recall campaign, which didn't 

get anywhere. So I'm wondering if some people-- that's the way I've observed politics works, and 

even a candidate won't know, but people will be willing to back him to do this and that, and 

they'll go run and have their own program or their own career that they're thinking of and this 

and that. But somebody else in a bigger chess game is figured out.  

 

Anyway, at the time that it was time to be running for supervisor, Art Snyder was having to fight 

off this recall attempt, so I always thought, well, gee. And it ends up that a bunch of people that 

came in with Edelman, TELACU and others, got their guy in. But who knows how that really 

worked, because that wasn't my arena. I was just observing what happened. But the Eastside vote 

was kind of-- how was it going to go? Then whatever sympathy or progressive-minded, civil-

rights-minded, fair housing, or whatever you want, other conscientiousness in that race. So here's 

an evolution on how I was dealing with electoral politics. Well, we're pitting two these powerful 

forces against each other, dividing and conquering the enemy of the establishment or whatever. 

They were liberals or whatever. I didn't see them like I saw Yorty or like I saw Snyder, but they 

were still-- Edelman had designed a City Council district that on paper looked like it was 

favoring the Mexicans, but then we didn't elect anybody for another thirteen, fourteen years and 

had to get thrown out by the Supreme Court or whatever, by federal court. So we had that whole 

issue, and the coalition, Bradley was open to working with us. Well, he made all these promises 

to Lincoln Heights, and, so, well, do they apply to Temple Beaudry? So we raised that, and there 



were concerns. "Well, we have to look at it," and this and that.  

 

So the No Oil people got involved supporting us. We made statements for the environmental 

concerns to try to break the stereotype. They were interested. They wanted to break the 

stereotype. "Oh, you guys are just interested in your fancy seaside stuff, and you're going to ruin 

jobs," and all this kind of things. "No, we all have to be concerned," I would say, or whatever 

how we'd do it, and others. So we had that kind of coalition and people on the Westside, so there 

were forces within the Bradley coalition. Of course-- what's his name? Getty? I think it was 

Getty. It was one of the big guys the No Oil people were fighting. He also had his ins with 

Bradley too. But, anyway, those things were there. So what we did is we developed their own 

leadership, and the tactic that we used was that we developed these different families to have 

their own story, different personalities, different ages, different amount of children, or their 

situation. So this TV station had this one, and this TV station had that one, so that if they didn't-- 

like sometimes only one group will come to your press conference or very few will come. Well, 

if they missed out and somebody gets the scoop, well, next week you get your own scoop with 

familia so-and-so, and this one and this one. So some of the kind of tactics we were using I 

learned from Ramses in the moratorium, having different communities and doing different parts 

of a march and all of that. So we began applying that, and it really took. So it became a summer-

long drama with a subtext of the supervisor's election taking place at the same time.  

 

I remember also we began doing more politics with the Catholic Church. Our (unclear) was the 

auxiliary bishop that we were getting more in contact and Gilbert was working a lot with and 

with some of the others. I should mention this at some point about the work he was doing, 

because it became very important for me later on after he left Los Angeles, got married. I 

remember we went to the priest senate to get that support, I guess to counter the power of this 

other guy in the church that had his whole thing. Then the Western Center on Law and Poverty 

got involved, and I had been involved in some ways related to my brother, my own things, but all 

his friends that were also part of the movement that went to law school. There was a whole cadre 

of lawyers that came out from the affirmative action that started in the late sixties, like Richard 

Cruz, Antonio Rodriguez, my brother, Miguel Garcia, but then there were others, like Rudy 

Diaz, that were maybe more establishment or less radical. My brother was also one of the more 

or less radical ones. So a whole number of different guys, Percy Durat (phonetic), and 

eventually, a few years later, Antonio Hernandez and others. We'll talk a little about some of 

that. That was developing. But we got help from the Western Center on Law and Poverty, so we 

had strong legal team to deal with, and there was emerging tenant concerns. So we built up a lot 

of pressure. You know, it's David and Goliath. It's these poor immigrant Mexicans standing up to 

the Bank of America. It was a hell of a battle.  
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ESPINO: 
 

How long did it last?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It went on for about-- well, the whole summer. So I guess around June it started really picking 

up, and then I think September there came to be an agreement, because the Mayor's Office was 

brokering something. What got brokered was basically the Bank of America came up with a 

quarter of a million or so dollars, and Security Pacific, they weren't going to be prosecuting 

anybody to move out, and the city would help find housing, and the estate would help people 

move, and it would come down to maybe like $1,000 per person. So if you had eight kids, you 

know, you got a pretty good check, and then senior citizens got double. We worked out all this 

kind of thing. So I think Pat Russell-- there was a big L.A. Times editorial about how this could 

set a precedent that private industry, besides the redevelopment, the government programs had 

its own responsibility in these kinds of deals and such. Actually, so people saw it as a victory, 

but the people eventually moved. Some of them bought houses and some of them got new cars. 

There was this one guy, he had about eight or nine kids, he had an Escalera, and he bought a 

huge station wagon. I don't think we had the big vans yet. But anyway, he had a big (unclear). He 

was so proud. (Laughs) So there was all those aspects, but then--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think we need to stop here now because we have to head out.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Let me do this, finish real quick.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Okay.  

 

 



 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I'll just finish. But the one thing in my mind was, well, there's all that much less low-income 

housing stock, and it's not being built. So this whole tenant's problem, we didn't really get to the 

heart of the tenants problem. That's where I left thinking also.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes, that's what I wanted to say, is that I want to talk about that. I want to talk about when do 

you decide to allow people to buy out of a situation versus standing up and trying to keep the 

property, because that's been a constant dilemma for Mexicanos in Los Angeles.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, we weren't keeping it. They didn't own anything. Nobody owned any property there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

That's true. That's true. They didn't own it, but they were living there. They were going to get--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

(unclear).  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

We'll talk about that next time. We'll talk about that, but I want to stop it here. (End of May 24, 

2011 interview)  

SESSION FOURTEEN A (06/17/2011) 
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ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is June 17th. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the offices of 

the Mexican Cultural Institute. Last time, Rosalio, you were talking to me about your activism 

for tenants' rights, and specifically the Temple Beaudry-- I don't know what you would call it-- 

the Temple Beaudry tenant right.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, the Bank of America-Temple Beaudry might be the easiest way to talk about it. I think we 

went over it to some detail, that it ended up there was an agreement between the bank and the 

tenants, but it also involved other parties actually in the whole ensemble, including the city of 

Los Angeles, the estate of Welton Becket, and Security Pacific Bank that represented with the 

Becket estate. Basically the agreement was that the Bank of America would come up with some 

relocation monies, that the Becket estate would help people move, that the city would help 

people find alternative housing, and there was x amount of money per head for the people, out of 

250,000 or so, and that included children, and then senior citizens counted twice. I think that was 

more or less-- so there were some larger families that got more. Actually, the church was 

helping. I just ran into a nun that was starting her career and was assigned to that. Now she's an 

organizer with the Industrial Areas Foundation, and she got into the UNO (phonetic) stuff from 

there.  

 

Anyway, people looked at that as a big precedent-setting thing, because it said that in these 

private deals, not just the kind of urban renewal, public domain cases, but that in other big kinds 

of projects that were more private initiated, that there was some corporate responsibility for 

relocation of people displaced. Well, it wasn't a fully legal thing, but it did set certain kind of a 

precedent, and so the L.A. Times had a big editorial that I think Pat Russell was the head of the 

City Council. I think I mentioned last time that I didn't quite feel that way, because, well, the 

people had to move, and, too, there was less low-income housing stock in the city, and that that 

would just continue to the growing problem of the working poor, and especially the Latino, 

whom I was working with. In fact, there was a march initiating the start of an organization to 

deal with economic problems in L.A. that Left and progressive groups had done called the 



Coalition for Economic Survival that was initiated. I think they were dealing with jobs and high 

prices, food prices, and stuff at that time. So I went to the march, and Dorothy Healy happened to 

be-- she says, "Oh, congratulations on your victory." And I thought I didn't think it was that big a 

victory. Actually, a few years later, I'd be worked with CES and became a chairman of their 

organization in the drive for rent control, but at that point, this was like the first big tenant thing I 

was involved in.  

 

A little bit later, I don't know if I talked about Joel Flores, but he came at some point there 

around '74, '75, and he had been involved in the movement in the late sixties and seventies. I'd 

worked with him in the moratoriums. He'd been part of a community group in the harbor area. 

He was an ex-convict and he'd been out of commission for whatever reason I didn't know at that 

time. But anyway, he came and he said, "I'm getting back involved. I'm a Communist now, and I 

want to get more involved. I look at what's coming up here in L.A. and between you and Raul 

Ruiz are the ones working more with the working class," because Raul at that time was dealing, I 

think, a lot with the housing issues of immigrants, a lot. There was Magnolia School was a place 

that he was focusing, and others, on the problems, because that was a horrible problem that the 

immigration numbers were getting bigger in the south-- well, let's say around USC area, the Pico 

area, and other areas. I forget where Magnolia was at that time. But you were getting whole 

schools, and even on the Eastside, where you'd have 90 percent of the kids don't speak much 

English, and all of the teachers in the school don't speak any Spanish. Just horrible 

contradictions. So Raul was dealing with was an example of that, I believe. But anyway, Joel 

said, "Well, I think you're the one that I'd want to see dealing with it the way I see it, and so I'd 

want to help you, but I'd want to be able to talk to you about how I see things. I'll do work with 

you on however you do." So I said, "Cool." I'd also been working with Gil Cano on a lot of the 

housing things especially, and on things regarding the churches, and especially the Catholic 

Church. We should get back to that, but I wanted to just follow one experience on housing when 

Joel started working with me. Joel said, "Just talk about things," so he was talking about 

Marxism and began giving me things to read, and as I had time, I would look into them, and he'd 

work with me on things.  

 

One of the things we did was on the issue of there was a neighborhood housing project near 

Lincoln Heights, the William Mead Project. When I grew up, we called it Dog Town because the 

Anne (phonetic) Street Animal Shelter, the dog pound, was right down the street from the 

housing. But, of course, it's a poor area. It may be the oldest housing project in Los Angeles. 

There was an African American woman that had organized the neighborhood there and was 

fighting with the housing thing of the city, the Housing Council or whatever it's called, and had a 

number of different kinds of battles, that she had a couple of issue, like they were starting to put 

addresses on the top of roofs all over the place, the city, so that the police helicopters could be 

chasing the crooks and know where they were and report it and all of this. This was the 

technology of Vietnam we were getting. That was one gripe they had, but the other major gripe 

was they wanted screen doors, that the city should do that because this place is near to a lot of 

old factories and right next to the L.A. River, so especially in the summers where there were rats 

running through and there's a lot of mosquitoes and other insects, and you have all kinds of kids, 

and they're going through the doors. If they didn't have screen doors, it's so hot that in the 

summertime or warmer times, they'd keep the doors open, and then it was a very big health 

problem. But the screen doors would get messed up. You can imagine kids and whatever. So the 



county wouldn't replace them.  

 

There was even county health regulations for landlords that where there are windows or 

apertures in the wall, that you had to have screens on them for health. Well, does this apply to the 

city? What is an aperture in the wall? Does a door, an open door count, or not? So we went to 

help her do it, and there was a big problem that she had with the Housing Authority-- that's what 

you call it, the Housing Authority-- that she was African American, and that was her base in a 

way, strong, but she would work with others. "Yeah, we have all these problems that in the 

African Americans, we get encouraged when there's a problem with a Mexican, we'll call the 

Immigration, and then the Mexicans are told when there's a problem with the African Americans, 

call the police." That's the divide-and-conquer that they had. So we tried to organize there on it, 

but the county just absolutely refused to say that they had to have screen doors. So it was just a 

convenient thing with the city or whatever about the health of those people. It didn't quite gel 

getting a coalition together. There were other issues. It just was another kind of way of looking at 

the housing problem, and we still wasn't looking at it.  
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ESPINO: 
 

What do you mean you still weren't looking at it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Looking at it systematically. We got into Temple Beaudry because I was working with the 

different groups, and one was I was on the Advisory Board of the Centro Chicano at USC, and 

then somebody said, "Here are these problems. People have a zoning problem in Temple 

Beaudry," and I knew about zoning problems because we'd gotten Bradley to change things in 

the zoning of the Eastside. So the referral came, and then, "Can you do something?" We get into 

it and began thinking about, and then had this other experience. I actually had a grant from the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development, and Gil Cano had been working with me on it, and 

we were getting more and more immigration problems and doing other things. I was trying to 

see-- and this was with COMMIT. Some were saying, "How do we get regular funding for what 

Rosalio is doing?" Well, maybe we can come up with some concept around the housing issues, 

and we did have a few meetings on some of those things, but it was still not thinking it through 

as an issue.  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

You mean as far as not having an analysis of the problem?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, and more for me, I think, was because I was out trying to organize things, was the handle to 

organize. What are the handles to organize around? I'll get back to this, hopefully, about in the 

neighborhood I was moving away from just doing the homeowner thing. I had gotten some funds 

to organize it, but then I was looking at if you're going to organize the homeowners-- and we had 

had some success in trying to build a coalition with the base we had in Lincoln Heights. So I was 

working with white groups, a white-led group in Elysian Valley, the Adams. There were Asians 

and others in a network.  

 

We did do a program on Impacto about the county plans in '74, but there was a direction to that 

that, in a way, it was property oriented. It wasn't concerned necessarily about tenants. They were 

real concerned about protect your property rights kind of thing, rather than socioeconomic 

problems of people in general. So there was a whole right-wing strain to it, and there were 

different kind of organizers, white guys and others, that were kind of moving it in a right 

direction. It became clear to me what was going on a little bit later when the whole Jarvis 

property tax thing came up in Proposition 13. But it also was, well, that's not the place to build. It 

helped us change the zoning and it helped influence on the county what I think Debs had to 

listen. We had this one thing, and we had Chinatown, we had the more northeast more white 

areas, we had the Eastside people and the Lincoln Heights people in a show on TV all coming 

out, "We don't like this county plan." And it can cause them to alter it. Was it the same intensity? 

We didn't have an election at that point, like with the Bradley-Yorty thing of '73, but there was 

this election, and the Temple Beaudry thing was separate from that. But Debs, who was the 

supervisor, decided not to run for office, and so there was this Edelman other thing. In any event, 

didn't fully still-- I was just saying, well, in going towards the homeowner thing, what more 

interested me, there was some clout that we had with the Civil Rights Movement through 

CRCSC, Community Relations Conference of Southern California, which was a long-term kind 

of coalition of groups, and had relations with No Oil Incorporated and actually got on the board 

of the Seashore Environmental Alliance that supported us in Temple Beaudry, for example, and 

ACLU and other types that were very helpful in keeping the Bradley administration focused and 

having some clout there for them to help us on some of these things. So I'm saying, "Well, jeez, 

where do you go?"  

 

We were working more with the community. One person in Lincoln Heights that was also a 

member of the parish of East L.A., the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Eddie Ruiz, a 

Colombian guy, but he was the community rep, and he was always pushing for unemployment 

issues. The problem of employment is the big one. I still wasn't thinking working-class thinking 

of the few years later I was, but, yes, that's important, so we did get it. He wanted to get people 

involved in the Clients Council, which was like the advisory group for legal aid, and it had local, 



citywide, and national things. Eventually I ended up on the board of the Clients Council, and so 

we started having meetings. What problems did the Clients Council deal with, but what client 

problems really was what are the community problems and how are we going to organize around 

them? Eventually, through '74 and '75, there were a few things we began doing like to get an 

Office of the Employment-- you call it the Unemployment Office, but it's the Employment 

Office-- to get an Employment Office there in Lincoln Heights, because people from Lincoln 

Heights had to go to Glendale or way to the other end of East L.A. or whatever, and we need one 

here because there's huge unemployment and stuff.  

 

So working with Joel and others, we said, "Well, we need to have a more independent kind of a 

group, not just this Clients Council thing." So we arrived at eventually saying we're going to 

form a group, and we called it Organización Del Pueblo, and I'll go into that, I think, a little bit 

later because we dealt with a number of issues there. But on the housing issue then, we were just 

forming it at the beginning of 1976, and there were other kinds of organizational things we were 

doing to get this off the rope. A person who was on the Law and Justice Center Board and had 

been part of the movement in a number of ways, Delia Cardenas, she lived at this housing 

apartment complex right above Lincoln Park. So she came to us, I think it was like the beginning 

of January '76, if not just before New Year's. This place, which I think had about 120 to 200 

units, had been built probably in the early sixties or maybe-- yes, probably early sixties, with 

some HUD support, I think. The gas had been shut off, that some leaks in the gas there had been 

shut off before Christmas, and all through Christmas and going into January it hadn't been set 

back on. So here all these people are upset, and so what can we do? I'd been dealing with some 

housing problems in our organization, so they came to us. So we went to deal. "Okay, let's do 

something. Let's try." We were wanting to organize. I was also involved with the IAF in a way in 

starting things, and they had their way of going on it, and I thought that was good, but there was 

one that had to deal more concentrated with the problems of the working poor and the immigrant 

and was focused on those kind of areas and problems. That was kind of the concept in 

Organización Del Pueblo.  

 

So we said okay, we went and looked at the people, and it was an amazing group of people, 

because this housing was very close to General Hospital, so there were people that were in 

different-- I know there was a guy from India that was, I think, studying to be a doctor, but he 

was working there at the hospital, and others, different ones. There were some Asian and 

different people there. There were immigrants from Central America. One of the leaders was a 

Sioux Indian, and all of that. We got together a leadership group to how we're going to deal with 

this thing. We had a woman that was a former Communist Party member and active in 

progressive politics. She was kind of an Okie person, active in things. There was a guy from 

Indian, there was a Sioux Indian, this Panamanian woman, and a number of Mexican American-- 

Delia was part of the Chicano Movement-- and a whole set of people. We elected a board. It was 

like the United Nations there. And what are we going to do? Then I was beginning to learn the 

housing issue and immigrations issues, had dealt with Cranston a bit, and I noticed that Cranston 

was also on the Banking and Housing Committee of the Senate. I said, "Well, we've got to get 

him involved in this," because he was doing some things on immigration with us.  

 

Then the county is involved because they deal with healthcare, and I'd learned that and the 

(unclear) situation from the housing projects issue. So we called in all these politicians and 



Roybal's office and the city people. But Snyder was our enemy. He was invited to come in and 

all of this, and everybody was blaming everybody else or how you could deal with this. But then 

there were people said, "Well, you know, there's these habitability laws where landlords are 

supposed to provide all this, that, and the other." So people could have rent strikes, not pay that, 

and force the owner to do something. Oh, yes, yes. And Legal Aid was there and all of that. So 

said, "Okay, we'll get involved with that." So we decided to have a rent strike at Mission Plaza 

Apartments. We began that and organized, and Legal Aid and so. Rents were-- you think of them 

today as 1,000, 1,200, whatever. There, they were 100, 150, but it was stiff for people at that 

time. So we started getting hundreds and then thousands of dollars in a bank account. You put it 

in a bank account, and if you go to the judge, you say, "Judge, an individual could do this, but 

why not a group? I'm not going to pay my rent until they fix these things, and as a show that 

that's my intent, I'm putting it in a bank account to do that." So individuals could do that, so that 

was like an individual strike, so numbers of people could do it. So that's what we did, and then 

we'll negotiate with this guy on what we're going to want. What transpired through that is that 

what you ended up is that didn't really know who the owner was, but there was a management 

company, and you began dealing-- I forget, it went over a year and a half and actually more-- of 

the management company, and then management companies would change, and so who was the 

owner and who was this. We came to an agreement at one time, but then we found it really didn't 

hold much legal water, and then we said, "Well, who negotiated for Legal Aid?" And somehow 

or other, that guy disappeared, who had been our attorney, and money had been handed over. So 

then we began a second one.  

 

Another problem was that a certain number of the units were being given to Vietnam refugees, 

and so they couldn't be part of the strike because the money went through the city, not through 

that. So what ended up happening in that, though, is that the Vietnamese would come late at 

night and knock on the leader's door and hand over some money to help the organization, to be 

part of the strike. Anyway, those things went. I remember then the people in HUD started saying, 

"The Kennedys are really-- it's really the owners are these other people." We're saying, "Who are 

the owners?" Because we ran through the process a number of management companies. So I 

remember Roybal's office got involved. I forget, Baltillanes (phonetic) was his aide. At one point 

we had 18,000 or $20,000 in the thing, and they're saying, "Well, hand it over to this." We said, 

"Well, we want to know who the owner was."  

 

The two leaders-- one Panamanian lady, she may still be there, and Teddy Roulette, who was the 

Sioux Indian, they were, like, co-chairs of the organization-- were sitting in Roybal's office over 

here in the Federal Building. I said, "Balt, we want to know who the owner is. If we don't know 

who the owner is, then how do we know that the real owner's going to get the money? I mean, 

we could just pay ourselves, and me and Teddy and Cecilia, we could go off to Acapulco and 

spend all the money, and that would still be cool because the owner wouldn't get it either way. 

So who's the owner?" Anyway, they ended up getting a contract over a period of years, and 

they're still organized, I think it's almost like a co-op, and they have their own vans. I find this 

out years later when I had foster kids and was taking them to a junior high school in El Sereno, 

and I see these vans of Mission Plaza that were taking the kids. That was in, like, 2000. I learned 

later Teddy Roulette ended up being head of, in the nineties, a statewide tenants' rights 

organization. Well, after we were having some success with these, because it was a prolonged 

thing, and we would come in and out, and then there were other people would say, "Well, these 



guys just want to rabble-rouse, and they're not really getting you your legal things." But anyway, 

it was doing good, but in the process of that, more and more people then said, "Hey, these people 

have got a tenant problem." So then there was one at Sycamore Courts up there on Figueroa right 

by where it used to be the Lucky's, and there was another thing at Happy Valley where TELACU 

was involved, and we went and talked to them.  

 

Then we got on Fifth and Bixel, right near where the teachers at that point had their credit union, 

I think it was. There's a building near there. There's these old apartments. Then there was 

Rutland (phonetic) and Houston (phonetic) by Broadway and Figueroa. Then there was a place 

in Maywood that wanted help. We went into some of these, and what the kind of problematic 

was, in almost every instance there'd be a Mexican American that might have been a manager or 

had some relations, and then there was a number of Green Card people. Then there were a 

number of undocumented. So you'd form a committee, and the Mexican American wouldn't get 

necessarily involved. They'd be kind of around, because they had other alternatives, and they 

might have been some friend or relative. Somehow they might have been part of the 

management. I think at Sycamore the managers were moving out. There was a new owner and all 

of that, and they didn't like what the deal was. But they called us up because they knew about the 

Chicano Movement because they were Chicano. But you had to have leadership that were 

undocumented and leadership that were Green Card. Invariably, the treasurer, who was the one 

person you really need to establish the bank account, the treasurer would be a Green Carder, 

somebody that the immigrants could kind of trust, probably related to other undocumented. The 

undocumented, they could get picked up, and they could be gone, whatever their thing was. So 

that was kind of how it worked in a number of these places, and we won little strikes and other 

things. We would go in and we'd have these forms where they would put their thing. I have some 

here, (Spanish phrase), broken windows and "This doesn't work." We'd just make up lists and 

we'd go into the county with the list and says, "Come on in and inspect."  

 

 
00:29:38 
 

ESPINO: 
 

How did they respond, the county?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They came and inspected eventually.  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

Were they amenable to the complaints?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

They came and did their job. They came and did their job. They came and did their job, 

basically, and that guaranteed the rent strike, and so we won a few of those. But we were doing 

other issues.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But that seems like a really important issue because you're talking about people's-- their home, 

where they live, where they sleep, where they raise their children. How can you create a system 

where their rights are being respected as far as just sanitation and maintenance? How successful 

were you in getting the-- did you ever find out who the owner was?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

We never found out. Here's how we dealt with it. See, we were wanting to establish a-- and 

particularly in a general area, it could be as big as you wanted, but we wanted to focus and deal 

with a multitude of problems in a more kind of militant, organized kind of thing. Really what 

Bert Corona was trying to get people to do five years earlier in the CASA Movement, and 

because that was-- I was thinking of it, and I made comment on it later on-- a model that he was 

putting. So it was so similar to what-- that's the kind of thing we wanted to establish, but then 

here we're getting caught up with all this tenant stuff that's going all over the place.  

 

So we went to CES, where there was progressives and party members were involved in all of 

this. We talked to the head of it, Lucy Fried, and her assistant, Larry Gross, and we said, "There 

needs to be a Tenants Movement in Los Angeles. We're getting a tenants thing going amongst 

Latinos, but there isn't the protections. What there is, is the makings of a big social thing. So let's 

start doing that." So with the CES and some of the people that were in COMMIT, some of the 

ministers, and they had a whole set of people, and "Let's start talking about rent control and 

starting organizing homeowners." So CES started organizing people. Well, we didn't quite like-- 

like they wanted to just wholly adopt the Mission Plaza and a couple of the others, but especially 



Mission Plaza because it was English-speaking people. But anyway, we said, "But, still, what 

you need is to have a white group and others, blacks and others, involved in creating something." 

I remember we went and talked to Rose Chernin, who was one of the leading Communists, but 

she headed up immigrant rights and all kinds of other things for years. I asked her-- I know she'd 

been in New York in the rent issues during the Depression and stuff of the unemployed councils-

- to get her view, and I looked into some of those things, trying to look at what kind of thing can 

be going on this.  

 

Eventually, actually about a year later, as that developed, I was elected the chair of CES that was 

launching a major tenant rights organizing citywide. Actually, I found that to be-- we had other 

issues, so I was kind of just being a figurehead. I kind of didn't like it, but then on the other hand, 

well, we were pushing this.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Why didn't you like it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Because we had other issues also we were involved in.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Like what?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

The healthcare cutbacks, immigration rights, all the immigration issues, the labor struggles that 

were beginning to get interested and involved in.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So did you have like a hierarchy of what was important at the top and then gradually what was--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. Well, we were trying to build a coalition on all of these things, and then the issue we-- I had 

looked into the Communist Party's analysis of the crisis as it was arising and that there was this 

austerity and that you had to build labor community coalitions and coalition to start fighting 

against this. I said, "That sounds like what we need." So that was what we were doing. So we're 

working on coalition on healthcare-- I mean on tenants.  

 

 
00:34:40 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I just back up a little bit? Because I don't know very much about the Communist ideology at 

this time. I know about Marx a little bit. So are you saying that you read something that was a 

new coming out of the Communist Party in the seventies?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it was their analysis. The Communist Party has-- see, I didn't know all of this at this time. 

There was a document of their convention, I think 1975, the crisis of capitalism and the fight 

back or something (unclear). It was their analysis of what was happening.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And that's what you were reading?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. I was starting to read The People's World and some other books. We can get into all of 

those. See, we should, in a way, go back to those things. I'm trying to follow the housing kind of 

thing. But we got involved in the housing, so they were analyzing that it's really corporate. 

There's a working-class struggle, but the level that it is, is monopoly capital, which is one side of 

the coin. The other side of the coin is imperialism. So that's what Lenin's book on imperialism 

and the highest stage of capitalism, outlined how they came together and changed the struggle of 

working people. Anyway, but in terms of the Communist Party USA, and other people came to 

similar kinds of things in a while, that you needed to project taking on this corporate thing that 

was starting a new initiative, and I could see that and I'd read some of the books. Henry Winston 

(phonetic) had a real good book in terms of black liberation, where he was dealing with the 

internal colony theory and other things and projecting rather a coalition approach, multiracial, 

multinational, male-female coalition to take on corporate power in the U.S., so that building 

coalitions was really key.  

 

So at that point, well, there's a housing coalition that needs to be going on tenants' rights, but 

there's a coalition to fight against the cutbacks in the government, and we, our group, with Joel's 

wife, who was leading rank-and-file county workers, and she worked in healthcare, so we can 

help try to build that in healthcare. And then I was working on stuff on immigration that a little 

bit later in '76 became an immigration coalition. So we're having a community base in Lincoln 

Heights of people that are dealing-- we're dealing with all the different kinds of problems, 

citizen, noncitizen, immigrant, black and white or whatever, mostly Latino, because we called it 

Organización Del Pueblo. So on the housing issue, then, that's what I meant earlier, 

systematically looking into the problem and then how do you deal with it, so that the concept in 

terms of the housing issue and Latinos was that it had to be within the framework of an overall 

housing effort. For example, so I was invited toward the end of '76-- no, it probably was earlier. 

The Communist Party had its vice presidential candidate, Jarvis Tyner, come and speak about 

their campaign. Gus Hall (phonetic) was the presidential, and Jarvis, an African American 

activist, was the vice presidential one. So Joel, I guess, or others asked me to go speak there as a 

mass leader. He said, "Talk about an antimonopoly thing." I still didn't quite have it 

conceptualized as I do now, but I'm thinking, "Well, what can I talk about there?" So I said, 

"Well, I'll talk about rent control." So I got up and talked about rent control, and a lot of the 

Communists and their people around them that had moved to L.A. during the McCarthy era and 

stuff, and they were tenants, mostly Jewish and stuff, they just loved that because they were 

facing all kinds of problems in their organizations and stuff and other. It just went over like 

crazy, as I said. So there's a base for-- actually, Tyner told me, "There's a base for this, for having 

a Tenants Movement."  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

Did you kind of just fall into that, or was that something that you purposely-- like, for example, 

the moratorium?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

It was what people came to us once in the concept of having Organización de Pueblo. People 

came with that problem, and we went at it. Another man came to a problem, and he was sold a 

bad car, a lemon, and where was it? It was up there, right across from, just about, from where 

Sycamore Courts was, you know where they have that Packard car? There used to be a car lot, 

and at different times it was different car lots. So we started looking into that, and actually they 

were selling a number of them. So they were selling cars that had been in crashes, as if they 

hadn't been, used cars, and they were selling them to the immigrant, primarily. Richard Alatorre 

had just gotten elected, or he had been around, but we were working with him on some things, 

and he had been assigned to the Consumer Rights Committee or whatever consumer committee. 

So I said, "Richard, get involved." We had some guy, a real nice ex-priest that was working 

there, and we got involved, and they shut that place down. The guy had to get some money and-- 

well, maybe they didn't shut it down. Now I don't remember. But the guy had to get some 

money, and they were chastised or it went into another hands anyway. I think that's what 

happened. So we dealt with that problem, see. Somebody came in with a problem, and then 

everybody's going to back that problem, or so that everybody backs this person.  

 

Now I'm getting back-- see, you reminded me, because I can forget these details as you go into 

them. But we were at the Sycamore Apartments there in Highland Park, and I had some of the 

seniors, because we started a senior group. I'll give you some of that story. There was a new 

Senior Center built in Lincoln Heights, but the Mexicanas and Latinas-- the keys were given to 

the Italian group. So how do we get the keys? They weren't giving them the keys and that and the 

other. That was Snyder, and Snyder was kind of our enemy. So we said, "Well, we'll start a 

seniors' group at Epiphany Church," and so we started Club Hispano del Pueblo. Why Pueblo, 

we'll get to that at some point. But anyway, so we formed that group, and then they started, they 

had their loteria and their this and that, and so that was part of Organización Del Pueblo. 

Eventually Snyder started, and then we were going to go get, "What about the food program?" 

and all of this. Snyder had a very effective aide, a big woman, and she came. She had to go talk 

to our group on how to get on this and that. We closed the door, and she was pounding on the 

door. So eventually they opened it up, and they later on got the key or got the access to the 

building and whatever.  

 

I went there last year to find out because I'm getting to be a senior, what do you have over there, 

and they came up and they told me. Some guy told me about the group. "Oh, yes, we started-- it 

used to be the Italians, and then we got a hold of it." I said, "Oh, yeah, I remember that." 

(Laughs)  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So Snyder's aide was working on your behalf?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. She was there. There was a group that she had to relate to, and we weren't out now targeting 

Snyder, although we didn't like him and all that stuff. So he wasn't the issue as it was with the 

housing. It was he was the issue kind of more the Alinsky model. But anyway, so I'm describing 

how we dealt with certain kinds of problems. The housing problem, we organized Organización 

Del Pueblo. We fought and we got it started when it was our meetings with the Clients Council 

meetings in Lincoln Heights. But we got eventually an Employment Office there. It was kind of 

a prefab housing kind of thing you could bring. But it was there for twenty, thirty years, and they 

moved it out maybe ten years ago, having one in Lincoln Heights. So we won getting that, but it 

was a coalition effort. It wasn't just us, but we were the sparkplugs. So we dealt with that 

problem, but then one of the things that was going-- and I just saw something on Facebook 

recently-- was the Humphrey-Hawkins Bill that was to fight for full employment and to carry on 

Senator Humphrey and Hawkins here, the black congressman--  

 

 
00:44:55 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Gus Hawkins.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

-- Gus Hawkins. So there was a big campaign nationwide, eventually passed the Humphrey-

Hawkins Bill. Of course, they didn't put any money in it. When Carter came in, they didn't really 

deal with it. See, I can just go-- all the issues began to get interrelated. So I'm just outlining how 

Organización Del Pueblo was doing this. So in terms of the housing issue, what we did with 

Legal Aid, and somewhere around '76, we had established Organización del Pueblo, the head of 

Legal Aid, who was a Republican, was going to leave, and he was going to leave one of his guys 



who was not a Republican-- he was a black Republican, because the Ford and Nixon had been-- 

anyway, was leaving, and so he was going to name this guy to be the head of Legal Aid. Well, 

why not a black or a Chicano? Then we had that, and then the Chicanos say, "We want a 

Chicano." We were leading it, and my brother was part of it, and we had all these young lawyers 

that were out, Sam Paz and Charles Nabarette, Antonio Rodriguez, and Miguel Garcia, Richard 

Cruz, and other guys. That was like the first class, and then there were other classes that were 

starting to get their degrees and were working at MALDEF. There was a whole thing of that we 

could talk about. We began mobilizing, that, "Hey, you don't just necessarily appoint this guy 

this guy wants." He was going to help me on this lighting district, which I never got into. We 

have to go back on the housing on that. But eventually we pushed and then we said, "Well, if we 

can, there wasn't the ability to find the black or the Chicano, well, then let's have a woman."  

 

So a woman was eventually hired, Aviva Bob, who's now Superior Court judge. She might be 

retired by now. So we called a meeting with Aviva right after she'd been installed at Church of 

the Epiphany, and she had one of the guys there in the Lincoln Heights office, the one Chicano 

that was there at the time, as the translator because we ran it in Spanish. So we had the Mission 

Plaza and some of the others, and we had the seniors and some of the immigrant group people in 

this meeting, and the hall was filled, and we wanted Legal Aid, because Legal Aid had kind of a 

regulation that in tenants' rights you can only deal with individuals, so we wanted them to deal 

with groups. We wanted them to take on immigrant problems. The federal government was 

cutting back on those things, and we had to do more with immigrants. We wanted to do more 

Spanish speaking. We presented a number of those kind of things. She said, "Well, okay, we'll 

work together on that." But a very nice guy, an attorney, I don't know how his attorney skills 

were, but he was not a political guy, and his translating wasn't all that good. In any event, within 

a month, Antonio Hernandez is hired as the head of the office, and Linda Wong, who worked 

with Antonio for years on immigrant stuff, was in the Lincoln Heights office.  
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ESPINO: 
 

MALDEF.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, the Lincoln Heights office of Legal Aid. They worked with MALDEF later on. They began 

doing some of those things. Now, I understand, in terms of tenants' rights, they don't want to deal 

with you if it's just an individual. They want to deal more with tenants, with groups, because it's 

such a huge problem, and they're so underfunded in the legal aids kinds of things that they have 

now.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I just ask you quickly before you--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I'm just getting back to finishing that question.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay.  

 

 
00:50:07 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay. So there were a number of things we were dealing with, and so Legal Aid began dealing 

more with those kind of problems. There was a Tenants' Rights Movement to be supported that 

we were involved with, then the healthcare and other issues. So anyway, that's where working on 

housing was not so much more my concern. Then we were working with the healthcare where 

then we're working more with the union, also the healthcare unions. And we can get into that 

kind of thing. Then the immigration laws changed, and in '76 they passed a last-minute bill, the 

(unclear) Bill, and that takes a whole huge thing. But we gave this approach in the healthcare 

issue and built a big thing, so that we established at the end of that year the immigration coalition 

of '76, and I began working very hard on that. So the healthcare and the immigration issues 

became more of the focus of what we were doing.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 



What I wanted to ask you was going back to your original campaign in the Temple Beaudry, you 

had mentioned that these people had to move out of the building.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Right.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So did you ever go back to a campaign like that where people had to relocate, or did the issue 

change? The focus of your activism, did it change from that?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes, it changed from that because we began moving towards dealing with immigrant 

problems and of the working poor in general and basing it more in Lincoln Heights. Temple 

Beaudry was in another part of town, because that's where we had a stronger base, and we were 

dealing with some of the youth problems, or a guy that was part of our collective kind of strength 

was dealing with gangs and other things. So that's where we were more focused out of and then 

began more in depth looking at those problems as a whole, the problems of the working poor, 

immigrant, Chicano in particular, but in general, and within the context of the overall democratic 

class struggles that were arising. And it was a process.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Did you have a critique of that kind of activism? Did you feel it was worthwhile to put your 

energies into, or not worthwhile? Temple Beaudry I'm talking about.  

 

 

 



 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Temple Beaudry. Well, no, as I said, I left it-- well, maybe I didn't quite state it. I left it thinking 

we have this whole problem of low-cost housing and tenants' rights that are there, and how are 

we going to deal with that problem and how are we going to raise the issue of public housing? 

And I began thinking there what we really need to do is have better public housing. There was 

the whole thing of the fifties and Chavez Ravine and all of these other kinds of things, but there 

was this whole home ownership concept, and that Chicanos, they didn't want-- the people in 

Temple Beaudry, however-- really, the housing situation is kind of worse than it was in the 

projects. They didn't want to go into projects. So the public housing kind of thing, you couldn't 

talk to people directly about it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

What do you mean, what kind-- ?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

As a political issue, "Okay, let's build more projects, housing projects." That wasn't going to sell 

at that time. But we began talking to Cranston and others, and what we wanted, and part of a 

concept was let's see what we can do more for public housing, how can we raise that kind of an 

issue was a concern. But in actual life, actual life, the problems that were coming in from the 

community were tenants and evictions and of the housing they were already in. So you can 

create more housing, but what about the housing you're in, and what you're going to deal with it, 

and you're not being torn down. So that's kind of becoming more aware of that problematic, so 

that's what was evolving, developing in the kind of activism I sought to do at that time.  

 

 
00:54:11 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have an understanding of low-cost housing versus public housing, or was it the same to 

you back then, just looking back? Low-income housing and public housing, were they one and 

the same?  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That wasn't the concept. We wanted to preserve the low-cost housing and the homeowner stuff, 

and that was what we had with the East Northeast Committee and fighting the zoning. (Static in 

recording) what we actually went to there, but then you needed tenants' rights for the people, and 

then next you needed more housing, of course, but we didn't get to that. What we got more 

consumed with was defending public services like healthcare and the rights of the immigrants 

and developing coalitions with unions that were stimulated by grassroots and rank-and-file 

participation. So that became more of where the priority went. So there was all kinds of people, 

like TELACU, that was dealing with low-cost housing and getting it developed and all of that. 

Frankly, I didn't see that--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

There's a lot of noise coming. Let's take a five-minute and maybe they'll go talk someplace else, 

and then we'll come back to that. (Begin File 2)  

SESSION FOURTEEN B (06/17/2011) 

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We're back, and this is part two of a session on June 17, 2011, with Rosalio Muñoz. You 

were talking to me about how the initial struggle for tenant rights evolved into this larger 

struggle for these various issues like immigration, healthcare, and-- was there a third? 

Immigration, healthcare--  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

There was tenants' rights.  



 

 
00:00:50 
 

ESPINO: 
 

-- and tenants' rights.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Then we were concerned about other-- there was the housing thing that we were working to a 

certain degree with, in terms of the unemployed thing and getting petitions for the Humphrey-

Hawkins Bill. So those were key issues. There was the big peace issue at that point. But anyway, 

so that's where, yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember where you were or-- I mean, this has nothing to do with what you went on to 

do later on, but you just reminded me of something, and that is when finally the U.S. withdrew 

from Vietnam, we didn't talk about that, what that was like for you, if it had any impact on you, 

considering you had spent most of your time in an Antiwar Movement.  

 

 
00:03:19 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I hadn't spent most of my time in an Antiwar Movement. I had spent '69, part of '69, '70, 

and '71 in an Antiwar Movement, but what we were talking about was that our struggle is here 

for social justice and not in Vietnam, so that in the moratorium that became part of the "What is 

the struggle here?" So we dealt with the police brutality, and then in the Marcha de la 

Reconquista we put out a program. Actually, I guess it was more myself than others, saying, "We 

need to have a program for La Raza Unida Party, of what that is here." It was an anti-Reagan 

program, but anyway, it was a bit ahead of its time or whatever, but I think that it also had 

significance. But that's more where I was at in terms of that, so we were still against the war, and 

actually the Chicano community was fully against the war after that. The attacks on the 

moratorium and all of that, I don't think convinced anybody that, "Well, we should support 

Vietnam now." In fact, probably added to the opposition in a way. So that was where I was on 



that.  

 

Then eventually they were pulling back more and more, so that's where it was at. I've always 

said, thought to myself, well, we should get back to building the Peace Movement, and I did in 

many ways, always being supportive of the Peace Movement, so that a little bit later when the 

draft came up in 1980 and Carter began pushing the registration from the draft, I got involved. 

We should deal with that when we're up to 1980, if we ever get there.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

We'll get there. (Laughs)  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Or in the Persian Gulf War, and, well, throughout the eighties I was involved very much in jobs 

with peace and then lobbying and getting Latinos lobbying against the arms buildup, against Star 

Wars, against all of these kinds of things. But at that point that we were building the Chicano 

Power and building the struggle here and were opposed to the war, so that was just like on 

housing, kind of where the place to organize next or to build that movement was there. So 

inasmuch as we were building it and kept it alive, that added to the overall kind of progressive 

direction and organizing of Chicanos and its role within the overall society.  

 

I don't know if I would quite express it then at those different points in time, but that was 

generally the direction of the moratorium and generally of what my life work has been since. So 

in that sense when the Vietnam War was winding down, we were already facing the offensive, so 

to speak, the reversal of affirmative action, the building up of the arms race, the attack on public 

services, on the New Deal and the Great Society. All of those things were beginning to emerge, 

and a growing wedge in all of that was the immigrant question and particularly here in Los 

Angeles. So those became foci, let's say, where a lot of attention went. So who was hit first on 

the rent? The housing crisis. It was these immigrants that were just having the rents jacked up. 

Actually at the time I said that a lot of the raids had a big impact, because it used to be the one 

place they won't raid was East L.A., because who could they tell they were picking up? But then 

in '73, they had (unclear) raids, which we organized protests against, and we got Bradley to work 

on it. So that was one foci of it. Then in the healthcare, very quickly we're going to come out as 

the-- well, in Social Security, the Ford administration started coming down, and I got involved in 

particularly that end of it, even before having read Marx or anything, in terms of the attack 

starting with Social Security and that we started the Interreligious Committee on Human Need. 

So all of those places became kind of where the focus was.  

 



So, peace, actually in the new peace thing, there was a withdrawal more and more from Vietnam, 

and I guess finally the last of it happened in '75, but really after Watergate it became less and less 

of the issue, less and less troops, less and less, and it was pretty clear it was going to be over. So 

there were other issues. There was Chile, but I was not into that at that point. By that time, Raul 

Ruiz and others were involved in raising the issue within the Chicano community, and I was 

focusing more by that time on the neighborhood problems and building the constituency for 

Chicano Power, building some of the underpinnings, rather than being at the forefront of those. 

My concept at that point is that we've got to build in the neighborhoods, build in the 

communities. Then through the activities and becoming-- I think I mentioned at one point that 

Bert came and he was looking to get into a debate about recalling Snyder, and he wanted me to 

give him information. He said, "Rosalio, you should start working more with the workers as the 

issue." I didn't quite take it as fully to heart then, because I was still in the housing and fighting 

Snyder and all of this. It was like the end of '73, but by the end of '74 I was moving in that 

direction. By the end of the seventies, that's a definite direction, and I joined the Communist 

Party. So then the issues, like when the draft came up again, began doing that, and then 

throughout the eighties with Reagan and the buildups of arms and everything, I got much more 

involved in the peace issue.  

 

We'll see-- you know, it's hard developing it as a Latino thing. I think we have now a national 

leader on that, is Grijalva, and others are taking on that issue. We'll get to-- I have tried to build 

at different points that. But anyway, we'll get back to those things. But it's true, like on housing, 

that took a back burner from the logic. The questions you're asking, there were other kinds of 

places where there were the hotspots or where with the resources and background that I had or 

others I was working with as well that said, "Well, we're going to focus here," and so that the 

peace issue was not the key priority and focus, not because it wasn't important or other was, but 

there were other things more immediate right there in front to be taking on.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Well, let me ask you to help me understand the importance of immigration. When, just in my 

own mind, I see you're involved with Mexican Americans, education, specifically UCLA and 

mostly working in a diverse group, not just with Chicanos, not just with Latinos, but with whites 

and other, African Americans. How does immigration or how does a desire to help the immigrant 

fit into that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

There are other people, there are other workers and community people that are there, and they're 

part of Mexican Americans. They're La Raza. That's why. So when we organized at Mission 



Plaza or William Mead, there were black or there were these people, there were that people, and 

there was the barrio people, too, were involved in it, or the Italians and Asians in East Northeast 

Committee or wherever. Then there's the immigrants. They're part of that whole thing, too, so 

they're part of the people, so you organize. And it became, as I said, a major wedge of the 

austerity, so that's where that concern went.  

 

But on the other hand, my dad was an immigrant, I'd been to Mexico, and the people that I went-

- once I got involved in the Chicano Movement, I mean, my best friend and co-organizer was 

Ramses Noriega, an immigrant. Now he's thinking of becoming a citizen. And other key 

organizers that were there were born in Mexico. Then, though, Bert Corona began, was 

organizing on it. Father Luce was very supportive. Then as I became a member of the church 

there, there were members of the church that were involved and that we wanted them to get their 

papers and they were part of it. They marched, immigrants undocumented marched in the 

moratoriums and got involved in the issues and were beat up by the police or killed and all of 

this. So it wasn't ever a question for me of we deal with their people. Going back in my own 

memories on this, I remember in it must have been the times maybe even of Operation Wetback, 

but we were in Tucson. I must have been ten, eleven, or less, or around those ages, and the 

family decided to go to Nogales because there were relatives there. That was the thing you did. 

You went to Nogales and maybe shopped across the thing and got more Mexican things and you 

visited relatives that lived there that had gotten married to somebody there or whatever or that 

always had been there for a couple hundred years.  

 

We were coming back or had crossed the border, and my grandmother and her sister, Tia Lupita, 

we had to get out of the car and they had to go look around for their papers. These were people, 

families that had been there I didn't know at that time how far, but 1788. They were born 

American citizens in the nineteenth century, and here we are in the mid-twentieth century, and 

they're being shaken down with all the rest of us. I mean, in the car. You've got three or four 

carloads of the Urias family and us Muñozes, because my mother was Urias that went down on 

this thing to Nogales from Tucson. Somewhere around that period, I don't know if we'd moved to 

Highland Park yet. Must have been right around '55 because Disneyland opened in '55. We were 

going to Disneyland with some cousins, and we're running around. We got into throwing sugar 

cubes at us. So I was up on the Dumbo ride throwing sugar cubes down. So they got us, and I 

remember the guard said, "We're deporting you guys." I didn't understand it. I didn't know 

anything about Operation Wetback or whatever, but it was in those years of what was going on. 

And, of course, I had the experience of traveling in Mexico with my sixteenth year and seeing 

that country and knowing more about it. Anyway, so that's part of my heritage, that's part of my 

thing. I'm American, but whoever comes over-- just like my dad and my grandfather and other 

people came over, and what's wrong with that? Never saw anything wrong with that. Then 

growing up with a sense of democracy and justice and against racism, against what happened to 

Native Americans and other things, it was all of this. Whenever I began to hear this, I said, 

"That's a bunch of malarkey." So I don't know. That's on that question. It was very kind of 

natural, and you could see the societal pressures building on it as I was going about it, and there 

was just more and more people in the community.  

 

I have this thing here. It's quite relevant, I think. It shows the rapid growth of Mexicans in the 



U.S., just so you see this graph, and you look at this point right here where it goes up rapidly, 

rapidly?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That's 1970, going on to the future of what state monopoly capitalism did in terms of the 

movement of people into the United States. I kind of see that we at that point were getting a 

handle on fighting for our rights, and the only way to continue the big syndrome of Mexican 

(Spanish phrase) is just bring more and more people over, because we were getting more and 

more rights and more and more organized. And that's the reality that we faced there. We didn't 

necessarily grasp all of that all at once. I think the genius of Bert Corona in seeing what really 

needed to be done and basing it on organizing people in the neighborhood and the workplace, in 

the church and community, and involving them in politics. I'm involved right now in doing an 

exhibit this summer that will include that, along with the moratorium and along with the 

walkouts, as key contributions of the Chicano Movement.  

 

 
00:18:17 
 

ESPINO: 
 

My question is based on a little bit of knowledge-- not a lot, a little bit of knowledge of the group 

CASA and some of the folks who were involved in that. My understanding is that they rejected 

initially-- I'm not sure if it was before or after the term "Chicano," because it separated peoples. 

They were emphasizing sin fronteras, no hay fronteras and so on.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, not in 1968 or 1969.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

No, true.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

That's what I'm talking about.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But what I'm talking about later on is that after the Chicano Movement, you get involved with 

immigrants.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

So did you change your-- and now you're saying that the Chicano Movement embraced the 

immigrant cause.  

 

 

 

 



MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes, it did.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

But this other group was saying the term "Chicano" divided. Just your perspective, how do you 

look at that?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I didn't like it. I thought it was a bunch of bullshit. So I got organized. I didn't get too involved in 

CASA. I helped organize the Interreligious Committee on Human Need, and we dealt with the 

problem in other form. We worked alongside of people in CASA and other things, and there 

were press releases and press this and press that. So to me that's kind of like, "Oh, we're the most 

important. We're the vanguard in that stuff," and it just all added up to a struggle. I think you've 

got to look at all the different things that were being done. I'm a Chicano. One of the people 

involved in that, Javier Rodriguez, was talking to me, and it was almost as if he was just kind of 

limiting. "Well, you know, you're a progressive Chicano." In other words, I wasn't born in 

Mexico, so my understanding of the immigrant question may not be-- I might not be in tune with 

that. I don't know. It just struck me.  

 

I said, "Oh, thank you. That was a great compliment." (Laughs) Yes, to be able to build the 

Chicano Movement and other things, I included the immigrants, whether they included 

themselves or not and respected how they looked at themselves. But I still saw it as part of the 

same movement. Then later on I saw it as part of the whole working-class movement. So, yes, 

that's how I looked, and even then that's how I was looking at it. I think that a great attitude that-- 

Bert started CASA out of the Mexican American Political Association. We knew it as CASA-

MAPA. That was the one on Pico. That was CASA-MAPA. Then the Hermandad, I guess, was 

part of it, and MAPA rejected it. There was a right-wing move in MAPA around '70, '71 when 

they threw out Herman Baca and attacked him for having a white wife and all this other stuff, but 

it was actually accommodating more to Nixon and rejection of the immigrant and all of that 

stuff, which was not the Chicano Movement. The Chicano Movement was other. So other people 

said, "Well, let's say ‘Mexican,'" Okay, but, to me, I think it was to make a distinction. My thing 

was eventually, after reading more of the Communist approach, was that they're workers, and the 

boss hires them, we organize them. We're not the bosses. We don't determine who gets hired or 

how the ownership or the means of production at this point. So whoever is a worker, and if 

they're on this side of the border, they're part of the U.S. working class. We know that they're 

being exploited and they're immigrants and they have their own country, and we respect that, and 



we hope that when they're here, they choose to be part of our struggle, and we think they will be, 

and they can be that without giving up their nationality. But we need to welcome them into ours, 

Chicano, American, whatever.  

 

So I didn't have it ideologically framed in that way, but that's been my sentiment, I think, ever 

since the issue. I remember the first Chicano Moratorium, and they were interviewing people for 

Channel 34, and some kid came up and he said, "Well, we don't want all these immigrants." 

Everybody just shined the guy on. He was just from the neighborhood, I think, happened to be 

there, actually, that's a whole other thing to get into. But one of the big struggles was that we had 

to win over the Chicano and Mexican American Movements to supporting the immigrant, and it 

was a new experience because so much of the battle of the bracero program in particularly 

focused on how the immigrants in the braceros were used to stop the labor organizing and others. 

Actually, reading that and beginning to study the issue, a very seminal thing, very influential 

work was Merchants of Labor by Galarza. What interested me about (Ernesto) Galarza-- well, 

the whole thing, and it's very well written and very well researched, and he's a genius that is 

unrecognized in the U.S., but I think someday he will be, as Bert would. But anyway, he pointed 

out how the interrelations between citizen, Green Carder, wetback, and bracero, and that how all 

of these things worked against the interests of the Mexican American worker and the Labor 

Movement. The focus was, in a way, we had to get rid of the bracero program, but there's just all 

kinds of data that he presented and experience that also relates to the undocumented.  

 

But that side of it was not sufficiently looked at so that people were anti, said, "Well, this 

immigration, new immigration isn't good. It's going to be used against us." Well, that's what 

whites said about all of us ever since the 1870s, you know, and the railroads came and then more 

Mexican immigrants and the corporations and Wall Street. The Western capitalists and Wall 

Street types decided, "Oh, we're going to bring a lot of Mexicans." They were bringing in 

Chinese and Hindus and whatever, but then said, "We're going to focus on the Mexicans," by the 

twentieth century, that there was still that thinking. It's reflected in people were saying, "Well, 

yeah, we need these employment sanctions," and people around 1966, '67 and stuff were 

beginning to think that way. I think Zamora's book on the immigrants was recommending we 

needed employment sanctions. Actually, I think I have to go back and look, but in '66 or '67, 

even Bert and, of course, Cesar Chavez and others were quoted, saying that that's probably 

what's needed. But then Bert got a hold of what was actually happening, I think, and in looking 

at it more closely came to the decision that, no, you have to organize these people.  

 

 
00:25:59 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you meeting with Bert Corona at this time?  

 

 
00:28:02 
 



MUÑOZ: 
 

No, no. No, but this came through John Luce, Father John Luce, once I began working with him. 

And years later, decades later, like maybe seven or eight years ago, I got to seeing John again 

more in New York, and he said, "My mentor was Bert Corona." He actually had got a hold of the 

Methodist church that I went to, and we added Casa de la Vecindad-- I don't know if we talked 

about it much-- in '71 and '72. But I wasn't good at organizing-- I think I did mention that, and 

wasn't ready for that at that point. But John explained to me what Bert's approach was and that's 

the thing to do, and that was given the law that was passed, I guess it was passed in '65, but not 

applied until '68, and then by '68 or around then, '69, Bert came up with the CASA thing and 

organizing immigrants. It changed the whole framework. It did add more family reunification 

and, like, the children, which became the key thing for Mexican, of how you could immigrate 

above the quota, but it put quotas and other things that you needed to do, so everybody that was 

coming over or that was already here, they had to learn whole new ways. So Bert said, "Well, 

let's organize the people to do that themselves in an organized way as a movement, as these laws 

are stacked against them." Then deportations came.  

 

What Bert came up with and what John Luce explained to me was, "Well, here's the thing." He 

says, "If you can get the people to get in their papers in a mass basis, and you can get a good 

portion of them not to accept voluntary departure and to appeal their deportations, you can 

postpone the deportation long enough for them to get their papers. Therefore, as people would 

begin getting their papers, began dispelling some of the fear of deportation." Then when I 

thought about it, you create more stabilization, because they might come in with raids in a 

factory or neighborhood or whatever and some people would get deported, but others would still 

be there at the factory on in the house that you were buying or in the neighborhood or in the 

church or in all of those things, and that's more stability. You don't live in fear of everybody 

being thrown out. Then there is a process of participating and getting into the whole civil process 

of getting your papers and then demanding rights within it that starts a whole process. So I said, 

"Wow, yeah, so I've got to support that." My end of it, now looking back on it, I wasn't out of the 

whole labor thing or the job issues, but social services, that's been my dad, that's been my aunts 

and uncles, that's my brother and sisters and others, and people I went to college with. So when 

that began to be denied to the immigrants or when that began to be used as the wedge, I got into 

that and involved churches, and so that became one angle.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Was that when you formed the Immigration Coalition? Was that your first?  
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MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, no, the Interreligious Committee on Human Need. I wasn't necessarily looking for that 

struggle, but that's what it was because the Ford administration in '74 began changing regulations 

and the approach, and they began denying Social Security benefits on these senior citizens and 

mostly older widows or whatever women, "old maids," as you would say, unmarried, that were 

80, 90. One of them was 110. Some of them lived in garages in the Eastside or Southeast L.A., 

and so there was a whole number of them appearing. So that's how we got involved and started 

that Interreligious Committee. We were already in the process of working with the Catholic 

Church more on the housing issue and other stuff. We got in touch with the Bishop Arzube and 

got him involved. The other person that helped start it was Jean McDowell (phonetic), who was 

the press person for GLACA, the poverty program. And then we started dealing with that 

problem. Shortly thereafter, things came on the welfare program, and then after that, the 

healthcare and all these other things, the employment programs and whatever. I've got files and 

you can see '74 there was this, and then later in '74, early '75 there was this, then in '76 there was 

this, and it just started coming down the pike, and I began dealing more and more with those 

issues.  

 

Then at the point where there was this constant phenomenon that came up with this more kind of, 

I would say, vanguardism or whatever, I was doing a lot of other good work and people were 

learning stuff, and a lot of people grew in that and began looking at the whole issue, and it has its 

relevance, but at that point, I was saying, "Well, how can we mobilize a constituency that's going 

to have some impact?" So I began getting involved with the Interreligious Committee. We took 

on the Rodino Bill and had a conference on that. Then this Isleberg (phonetic) law came in that 

was passed in the last minute of 1976 of Congress as they were going to go out and Ford was 

facing off with Carter and all the congressmen had to run. So at the last minute, this bill was 

pushed through. I found out about it a few days later when an Episcopal priest that related to 

Epiphany but he did not have an assignment, John Faylon (phonetic), was the head of the 

International Institute, and he called me, "Rosalio, look at this. This has passed. What do you 

make of all of this?" And wow. They're limiting-- in the '65 bill, there had been quotas in a 

system in the eastern hemisphere of 180,000, and the western hemisphere then they put in at 

120,000. In the eastern hemisphere, there was a 20,000 limit per country. Okay. In the western 

hemisphere, there won't, which meant that Mexico could get a whole lot more than the 20,000 

limit, because people weren't coming much from other areas. Actually, what was happening, that 

was limited because Immigration during those years-- we weren't aware of it; or I wasn't-- was 

putting Cuba under the 120,000 hemispheric limit, when they could get automatic refugee status. 

But it was being used, and I would think because Immigration didn't want to give Mexicans so 

much because they were establishing-- and this is important-- they were establishing a de facto 

system of immigration, that this shows you. Okay, we can bring in a whole lot more, but they 

don't have civil rights, don't have labor rights. And it limited the family reunification where 

basically they'd be immigrating over the quota as a relative of a citizen child put it up basically to 

adulthood rather than an infant.  

 

So that complete the whole kind of equation that's what I said, the system of how Bert was 

involving people in the civic process and expanding the rights was being limited. I was starting 

to read some Marx and Engels and all that stuff and Gus Hall and Communists. That's class 

struggle right there. We found a way to move forward, and they found a way to take it back. One 



step forward, two steps back. So I came up. I tried to find Bert, and he wasn't around. I wasn't 

really relating that well to the guys at CASA or the people at CASA. So I said, "Raul, we've got 

to do something. What can we do? We can try to get Ford to veto it." So we started to send a 

mailgram to Ford-- I have one of the leaflets around here-- and started that. Then Bert came 

back, was in town a few days or a week or so later, and we began working together on that, and 

then out of that started the Immigration Coalition. As those kinds of things were evolving, and 

actually on the Rodino Bill in '75, I had pushed and we did a conference of the Interreligious 

Committee on the Rodino Bill and had a big conference. I remember at that one we got a 

warning of what was to come, in that in the Chicano Law Review-- I don't know where it was 

coming out of-- there was an article by this UCLA professor, and it was arranged by one of his 

students, Antonia Hernandez. She had talked about it, and what it was saying is that there was 

the Rodino Bill was there, but all these other things in the Rodino Bill were also very bad. And 

actually what happened was we stopped the Rodino Bill in '75 and '76, so they came back, they 

took that, they took the sanctions out and put in the rest, and then that passed at the last minute. 

We hadn't gotten-- our lobbying and everything had not looked at that.  

 

Actually, later on after the Carter Congress came back and all of that, Ford didn't-- Bert took me 

with him to Washington, D.C. and New York to talk to people about some of that and we got 

some things going. But I remember we went to the Catholic building and went into some 

basement room with some guy named Mr. McCarthy, and Bert kind of cornered him, and the guy 

said, "Yeah, people signed off on it." We didn't get all the names, but I don't know if MALDEF 

signed off on it or Roybal or Cranston, or they weren't aware somehow or other. Roybal said, 

"Well, I was in the bathroom when they passed this." And I made the crack, "Well, maybe he had 

diarrhea, because they could have gone across the street and told Cranston before it passed the 

Senate that way."  

 

In any event, everybody was at the consent calendar. One vote technically could have done it, so 

the fix was in, and it likely was in besides the people in Congress. But any event--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Have you ever looked for that legislation, actually looked at who signed it?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

It was passed on the consent calendar. In other words, "All in favor? Is there anybody opposed? 

No. Okay, we go on."  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Nobody actually had to put their names in?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No. I think they do it verbally. "This is on the consent calendar. Does everybody agree to what's 

on the-- ?" Then the guys, they all get together, the Speaker and the Minority Leader, whatever, 

and, "This is what we're going to just-- ." It's noncontroversial or whatever. It's part of all those 

regs they have that all of a sudden somebody finds some new way to do something. Anyway, 

that's what happened. That was the reality. Not one congressperson spoke out and said no when 

it came up. And it was like midnight or one o'clock or whatever, and they're all ready to go 

campaigning and all that stuff as part of it. So, anyway, that led to a whole other thing on 

immigration. Again, I'm feeling like I'm getting ahead of myself, but now I'm talking the 

immigration issue as it evolved. So here we were. Then I'm applying this and we need to build a 

coalition on this issue. I had certain ideas on what I wanted to do, and one of them was to be very 

systematic in terms of legislation, that we had to keep our eyes on every legislative thing that you 

could. We had to have a mechanism to look at what was coming and in terms of legislation or 

administrative, any kind of thing that's being contemplated on immigration, and we had to get 

people together and look at it and take a stand on it and then begin to take action.  

 

So in establishing the Immigration Coalition, Bert kind of took the responsibility nationwide, and 

I'd work in L.A. So we came up with this clearinghouse idea. We called it the clearinghouse. 

We'd have a monthly meeting and we'd bring up different issues that were coming, and then we'd 

discuss them out and then take a position and then begin to advocate on it. I think we made a rule 

you had to bring it up maybe at a previous meeting so that everybody would be notified that 

we're going to be talking about it and then we'll talk about it, take a position. Joel, he had a lot of 

experience and stuff. I learned a lot from him. One thing is that all these different agencies, you 

know, they come in and out. They can get on this issue but not that issue, or if they get on an 

issue, they're going to get heat and they'll only take so much and then they'll drop off. So the 

clearinghouse, different ones could come to different meetings. "Oh, I went to that one and took 

a stand." But if you stay in the process, it's assumed you kind of accept everything, but you 

weren't there to vote the time that they did, that kind of a-- but we took positions. I got a 

relationship-- or we did-- with Danielson's office, who was kind of a more moderate Democrat, 

an ex-FBI agent and all of that, and we had problems with him on other things. But he had a real 

nice guy that was his Chicano local guy. His name slips me right now. But anyway, Danielson 

was on the Judiciary Committee on the immigration part, so they regularly supplied me with 

everything that was presented to the Committee on Immigration. So I have these lists of all 

these-- and they had computer printouts and all that of the stuff, and so I'd be going over them 



and then as things came up. You couldn't deal with every piece of legislation, but you could see 

what are the issues. All of the issues, everything we're dealing now, they were coming up with 

then, just about, all the different kinds of proposals and changing citizenship and changing this 

and that and the other, and so we would go through them and take a position.  

 

A demand that we raised and stayed with is before anything is passed, we want there to be a 

hearing on any legislation on immigration. The justification for that was, well, the 

undocumented, they have no voice or vote. We have an adversary process of legality, both in law 

and government that both sides have to be heard, but you don't hear it from the immigrant. To 

ensure that you get that kind of input and keep the Magna Carta or whatever, you know, keep 

that tradition, you have to make sure in immigration that you do that, because there isn't the 

voice or vote that there is on the other things, was the rationale. I stayed with that for a number 

of years. So we applied that, and it came up. We quickly came to issues that eventually became 

more controversial, and so some people, other coalitions came up on this or that or whatever, but 

we held on to that one, and one of the key fights that-- well, one thing we did in working with 

Bert and others is that we got alternative bills so that Cranston and Roybal, after (unclear) put in 

bills to get more visas back-- and I forget the numbers. I think Cranston's was S-68. I forget. The 

House numbers are like five or six numbers. You don't memorize them. Eventually, Roybal 

started putting in a whole lot of bills all the time, and they were alternate bills. If there's a bad 

proposal, "Well, we're not for that." "Well, what are you for?"  

 

"Well, we're for the Roybal this," or for the Cranston bill. Then, "Oh, let's talk it over," and this 

and that and the other. That's one of the things that, you know, looking at the evolution of the 

Chicano Movement and the growth of our constituency and our sophistication and other things, 

that was part of it, that from the movement-- and I think Raza Unida played a very good role. But 

other things, that constituency was growing, and there was some gains. Like I say, in '73, we 

became part of the Bradley coalition, a lot of it, and so Bradley stood up against the immigration 

deportation. He stood up for don't knock down the neighborhoods. Then he stood up later on for 

tenants' rights, for example. Then Cranston was always in the mix, but then we got him involved 

on some of these issues of the Social Security and other things. Actually, earlier he'd been 

helpful in CASA. (Unclear) gave me some of the things.  

 

Then Brown got elected and he did a few things. There's some things I was critical of, and we 

may get into some of that, but he did establish a program. Joe Razo, who had been editor of La 

Raza and very involved with the walkouts and very helpful to the moratoriums, getting La Raza 

Unida, he got a job actually enforcing labor codes, State of California labor codes. They would 

go into the Garment District and other places where they were ripping off the immigrants or 

unsafe conditions and through the mid-seventies, and others were doing that. Of course, then the 

labor law for the farm labor, the immigrants could vote, and the undocumented. So, anyway, 

there was an overall anti, but there were places where we had beachheads and some precedence 

and places that our constituency had grown into. I think Roybal took more and more leadership, 

and I think you have to look at it in terms, you know, he got more and more seniority, and there 

was more and more of a vote and a larger constituency. There was a bigger and bigger problem, 

too, and so he began also relating to that. The key figure in much of that was Bert, but a lot of us 

other also began to play roles in doing those things. And it wasn't just the immigrant issue. It was 

a whole range of issues of the development. But, of course, we didn't have much representation, 



and so it's amazing in a way, because now we have the representation, but they're still coming 

down on us like crazy and all of that.  

 

But one of the things I began to think about resulted from my marriage to Dorain (phonetic) 

K_____, who was from Honolulu, and we would go back to Hawaii and visit her parents 

Christmastime, so I got to see a little bit of Hawaii, which was overwhelmingly Asian at that 

point, and at that point in time there was, like, one senator and one congresswoman, but most of 

the rest was all white, I think, or maybe even the Congress, Patsy Mink and Inouye, but most of 

the whole system, the leadership was white. One of the reasons Dorain had come to California, 

she was very good in languages. She knew Japanese. She knew Spanish, Portuguese. But like the 

Japanese, Japanese Americans, they wouldn't get into too much into Japanese universities. So 

she ended up taking Spanish, getting a master's at UCLA. That's how I met her. But anyway, the 

corporations were not hiring that many Japanese Americans in Japan, but they could get jobs on 

the mainland. There were more jobs, of course, but then there was a priority to have more white 

folks running the hotels or running this, that, and that stuff. I saw those realities. I says, "They've 

got more numbers in votes here." So just having the numbers in votes doesn't add to having the 

power. So I said, "Well, okay, so it's a bigger-- ." And in a way that led me to think you need 

more fundamental changes. I wasn't an advocate of socialism is the answer at that point, but just 

that experience and seeing that more was some experiential thing in my own life that gave me 

that.  

 

Actually, my father-in-law, Larry, he loved gambling, whether it was basketball or whether it 

was poker and stuff. And he learned of my things and my trials and how the police had done this, 

that, and the other. It didn't bother him that much, or if it all, but he did tell me very early on that 

there were all these poker games that he was involved in and that about maybe a year or so 

before, that the FBI came into town and started breaking up everything, and he said, "I had to 

jump out the window," and this and that. And he said after the end of that, those kind of raids, 

the syndicate took all of that over. So then, okay, that taught me a little bit about the FBI and 

how it was tied in a way to business, to bigger institutional stuff, whether it was organized crime 

or corporate crime. So that was another kind of thing you see and I began to perceive in those 

things. Another thing that I had to do and that helped was working for COMMIT, and one of the 

things they wanted me to do was to educate clergy about the inner city. So a lot of the Mexican 

population and black populations were growing, and white flight was happening more and more, 

so the churches that they had downtown that didn't have big congregations and what are you 

going to do with the land and all of those kinds of things. But part of it was, okay, educate clergy 

about the Chicano Movement. So then I would teach them about the history of Los Angeles, and 

I'd been studying some of that for the work in housing and other things. I came up on the housing 

issue, for example, about what had happened with Los Angeles, that in terms of rights, 

eventually the building of freeways and public works and a lot of private development and 

gerrymandering and everything else pushed the Mexicans out. South L.A., the freeways they 

built basically made a circle around the black community, so keep them in their place. And in the 

Eastside, you had a game of tic-tac-toe. Probably Boyle Heights was the most example, but you 

could take the whole part of it. So you had the 2 Freeway coming through here and the 110 here 

and the 10 here and the 60 and the 605, and all of this is like a game of tic-tac-toe.  

 

Then where they had the urban renewal projects and all of these kinds of things, and that Roybal 



was elected and was a progressive and all of that, but his constituency kept pulling the rug under 

from his feet. The constituency was being pushed out. So I developed this rap and this line of 

thinking of where the politics were, and lot of that reinforced for me, and what Father Luce had 

given me, is that you can incorporate East L.A. and everything, but the main power is in L.A. 

and you have to win power in L.A. because that's where there's more leverage. So all of these 

kinds of thinking was beginning to develop on my part.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And that's moving into the eighties?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, yes, but we still have to get to Proposition 13 and all of those things too.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Right, but you're talking about an evolution of your ideology and how that through, it seems like, 

the second half of the seventies kind of solidifies in this for immigrants and workers, and it's 

kind of a different-- I'm not trying to push forward. I'm just saying it seems like this is what-- and 

then you join the Communist Party in the 1980s.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. But what I wanted to point out is that it's in the course of life and struggle, and at some 

point then I began to study and all of that, but I was already doing study of all different kind of 

things and trying to get a little bit more historical perspective. So I read books on Italian 

immigration, and I read W.E.B. Du Bois on certain things, and other Irish and this and that, what 

was the reality, a little bit in the history of L.A. and other things, and got a sense of some kind of 

direction of what we're doing, but the biggest thing was that you had to build coalition, and that 

eventually got into conflict and also moving more to the left with the base there at the church.  



 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about we stop here.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Then we'll pick up-- is there a specific time or organization that I can mark here to know where 

to come back to, the conflict with the coalition?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I want to talk a little bit, you know, I started to study to be a priest.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Really? In what year?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 



For a few weeks. I think it was '75. Yes, but that's one. See, institutionally, well, by '74, '75, I'm 

identifying as an organizer and this is my work, kind of my lifework, and then what institution 

am I going to be relating to became a thought. And some of it, well, there's the church, there's 

this thing, and there's the Episcopal Church and all of that, and is that the route to go, and so then 

there was some experience with that. Then also there's this stuff, this kind of Alinsky thing that is 

going on, and then there's the Left that is over here, and there's all these things. I kind of have my 

foot in all of these kind of things, and more and more the Left became where I felt I could do 

more and where the biggest need and where there was need where I could make a greater 

contribution and could grow, and that my mind, my curiosity and what I could see as reality, the 

truth, was.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Excellent. Okay. We'll leave it there. (End of June 17, 2011 interview)  

SESSION FIFTEEN (06/30/2011) 
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ESPINO: 
 

This is Virginia Espino, and today is June 30th. I'm interviewing Rosalio Muñoz in the offices of 

the Mexican Cultural Institute. You said you had a thought after our last interview, or maybe it 

was two interviews back, about terminology that was used in the 1970s as far as identity, 

"Chicano" versus "Mexicano."  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes. Well, I made my comments, and I rejected when people had said that in the movimiento 

that we should say we're Mexican rather than Chicano, and I still strongly feel that way, but what 

I was thinking about the process of organizing undocumented, who at that time, even much more 

than today, were overwhelming Mexicano, Mexican, and they were coming here to work because 

the economy was not strong enough to provide well for them, and so they were here to work, and 

there was plenty of work being offered to them by industry here and the people that financed it. 

So to organize them, though, here, you had to deal with where they thought they were, so it was 

important to deal with them as Mexicanos and not call them Chicanos or any of that, and then 

identify along with them as, "I'm also Mexicano." Of course, a Chicano, I also consider myself a 



Chicano, but I'm also Mexicano. So that they come together in whatever forms of organizing, 

their families, which was how CASA originally was organized, around the family, that that was 

the approach to take, rather than to, say, recruit them into the Chicano Movement. We were 

recruiting them into the workers' movement, the Democratic Social Progress Movement, and so 

don't let Chicano or have their identity questioned. That's for them to decide as they deal with 

society here.  

 

So that was the thought that I wanted to give, because it became very important to understand 

and realize that, and then very shortly thereafter, I think it became less and less of a problem for 

people, but it was definitely coming into the middle of the seventies, it was becoming more and 

more clear that to organize the Mexican American and to organize in labor in general or tenants' 

rights or fighting austerity or all of these other broader issues, that the undocumented had to be 

involved, at least from organizing in the barrio but probably from everywhere else, so that that to 

be built into what we were doing. So that became more and more important, so that working in 

the-- we talked about the Interreligious Committee for Human Need, following up on Católicos 

Por La Raza, and really involving the church, the Catholic Church, in the movement, in the 

neighborhood issues, and the issues affecting people in the neighborhood, which were national, 

immigration becoming more and more of one. So, in dealing with the whole austerity issue-- and 

I talked about how in the Ford administration they began coming with austerity, both in general 

for the whole population, and in particular with the immigrants. So they started with throwing a 

110-year-old woman from El Monte off of Social Security because she hadn't shown her papers, 

or an 88-year-old woman in Southgate who was living in a garage and couldn't remember, just 

never changed her paper status, these kinds of things that we began running into was kind of 

heart-rendering issues, but as it went along, very quickly became bigger and bigger issues.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I just ask you about something you said earlier? Because I want to know if in any of your 

conversations with Bert Corona or Soledad Alatorre, if terminology came up.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No, not with Bert or Chole, no.  

 

 

 

 



ESPINO: 
 

When they presented themselves, would it be as Mexicanos, Trabajadores Mexicanos, or would 

it be just Trabajadores, or did they have an identity attached to their struggle?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I have a speech. There's a speech of Bert Corona to a peace demonstration, I believe it was in 

1972, where he addresses the issue, and he comes there late because he was taking care of this 

man, Ricardo Chavez Ortiz, who actually was an undocumented guy who hijacked a plane, but 

solely to speak to the press about the plight of the undocumented and their families here in Los 

Angeles or the country. Bert addresses the issue of imperialism in the war and imperialism in the 

treatment of the undocumented and how the U.S. deals with Mexico and then goes into-- he 

opens up, "Chicano Power! Chicano Power!" But he's not addressing an undocumented group; 

he's addressing a multiracial group of the Peace Movement. So that's how they were dealing with 

the issue. They were organizers, they weren't ideologues, but they had their values and they had 

their ideas, but they were organizing. So you weren't involved in that kind of a discussion 

necessarily. But Bert could talk almost right out of Lenin, or he could talk out of the Bible, or he 

could talk out of Mexican or Mexican American history in terms of addressing the problems that 

people were confronting on the job and in the neighborhoods and in the community. So that 

wasn't Bert or Chole.  

 

So they had these kind of debates, but the main issue, I think for me and others, was we had to 

deal with-- in order to empower Mexican Americans, you also had to defend the rights and 

empower the Mexican and the immigrant, documented and undocumented, or you would lost. 

Bert made very strong the point that you had to defend the most powerless, weakness, or we 

were only as strong as they were strong, that un daño contra uno es un daño contra todos. And I 

was finding that more and more. So that when the Brown administration came in and the very 

important appointment of Mario Obledo, who had been the general counsel for MALDEF to 

head up the health and welfare agency or department of the government. But we came along 

facing the federal government's moves to start clearing out the undocumented as part of its 

overall austerity programs, and many bought into it to one degree or others. Governor Brown had 

the slogan, "Small is beautiful," which was, in my mind, too much of a concession. So it came to 

the issue of welfare, and you had the citizen child often that qualified for welfare, and part of the 

whole welfare thinking at that time was that, well, if you had to take care of the child, you had to 

make sure the mother was healthy, too, so that there were monies within Aid to Dependent 

Children. So then people had the idea, "We have to deny those illegal alien mothers that aid." 

But then you're denying health to the child.  

 

Actually, the laws required it, but the federal government was pushing on one level, and then 

what they decided to do in the Brown administration, the law was clearly on the side of the 

mother. They said, "Politically, if we start doing that, the Republicans and others, moderates, 

Democrats, blue dogs," they didn't call them that, "will come down on us, and they'll change all 



the law." So what they decided to do was like go for three months the mother can get it, and then 

they'd pull it all. And I was so mad. Of course, I was a very purist on that points, but everyone 

else was saying, "But then we'll lose it." I said, "Well, let's fight that battle when it comes." That 

was kind of how I was. So I was very kind of resentful about making that, because I was looking 

at how the Communist Party was starting to deal with it, that there's this big austerity coming, 

and it's to undo the Great Society and New Deal and civil rights, and so we have to fight these 

things. So I said, "Yeah, we've got to fight them," and for the undocumented, because as I read 

some of the thinking around racism being the nation's biggest pollutant, that once you accepted 

that it was better for us to deny these workers, these people in our community this, then you 

accept the idea that it's good to get rid of people off of this program, off of Social Security, off of 

being in a union, off of-- you just go on down the list.  

 

So, no, you've got to fight that notion, and so take it on in the issues wherever you could go. So 

that was part of the logic of how I was getting more and more involved, that whatever issue you 

were going to take on, if you're going to take it on in the barrio or if you're going to take it on 

really in society as a whole, you have to build that issue into what you are doing, so that I was 

pushing for the Interreligious Committee on Human Need to get stronger and stronger in terms 

of its advocacy on the issue of immigration and not just dealing from the poor plight of people, 

but also it's part of the rights of us all.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Can I ask you, when you say "part of the rights of us all," where is that language coming from? 

Because you were a studied individual, college educated. When you say "for the rights of us all," 

where does that come from?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, that comes from a concept of democracy, of government of the people, for the people, and 

by the people, and from the Fourteenth Amendment that have equal protection for everyone. And 

one of the issues that was involved, and Bert made very, very strong, was that the Supreme Court 

at that time was saying that whoever was here, however they got here, once you're here, the 

Constitution of the United States applies to you, and that you're fighting for all of those rights, 

you have to fight for every single person on. Then just clearly, you know, it was clear to me from 

what Reagan's approach had been, ever since I was going to school, he got in, which was tuition 

and cutting this and cutting that, and Nixon had his wage and price controls and all these things. 

And then with Ford, and at that period of time the whole austerity idea began coming in, and 

there were Democrats like Moynihan who were very supportive of that kind of position.  

 



So then it was very important from that perspective, not coming necessarily from the labor 

perspective yet, although I was beginning to study Marxism and look at the Labor Movement, 

that you had to embrace that. What I was committed to was to getting Chicano Power so that we 

could improve our conditions and have a say-so in what our lives were like. Well, you had to 

include the immigrant.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

And when you looked at Chicano Power, you looked at it within the political construct of the 

United States?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Within the U.S. Constitution?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Right, yes, and within, yes, equality within what was there, and then the direction of the Human 

Rights Movement within the United States itself. So to further fulfill equal protection, to equal 

fulfill affirmative action, which was at that time the concept, because there had been 

discrimination, slavery, and Jim Crow, and because there had been a non-recognition of the 

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the extension of Jim Crow and new forms of it on the Mexican 

and others, because of the internment of the Japanese or others, that there was a need to 

compensate for that and not take hundreds of years to try to overcome gradually that equality, 

that you needed to forward. So that was also part of that, and that we had to be part of that 

solution was a very, very important part of it. So that's the context of Chicano Power.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember when the civil rights legislation was signed? Was that something that you felt 

was--  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

No, 1965 and '66, I was not really politicized to that full extent. When I came back, I remember, 

from Mexico, I was sixteen, going on seventeen, and we're in Arizona on our way back from-- 

we had been living in Guadalajara in the last part of our staying in Mexico, so we're coming 

through Tucson, and I'm in my grandmother's home and my aunts are sitting there and we're 

looking at the TV, and I'm just kind of excited about being back. Then on the TV there's people 

getting beat up in the South. But I wasn't aware of that, really. I didn't see that on TV in Mexico. 

You heard a little bit about it, but not that much. I was more interested in the Lakers and what the 

score is or how the guys in the high school were doing in sports or whatever. But I can remember 

it was there, so I wasn't that much aware of what those impacts were. It wasn't until I really got 

involved fully with UMAS and MEChA that all of that then became all that much more relevant, 

and then becoming active and looking at the Left and reading books, not just Communist books, 

but very progressive books like Labor's Untold Story, and then looking at the history of the 

African American community was very strong. Then looking and reading what I could of 

Mexican American history, especially Ernesto Galarza's book, and comparing that to W.E.B. Du 

Bois, a little bit later. It might have been a couple years later than our narrative is, but I saw 

Galarza as very much like some of his work, a lot of Du Bois, especially the one that I read the 

most was his dissertation at Harvard in 1896, about the fight against the slave trade, and it takes 

the whole legislative history. It's like the legislative history of stopping slave trade and stopping 

slavery. And actually the whole point of the book to me at the end was, well, the only way you 

could end the slave trade was to end slavery. Otherwise, the trade was going to be profitable. 

And the same thing, the only way to end the ills of undocumented immigration was to legalize 

the undocumented, and I was moving in that direction of looking at it.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

At that time when you were dealing with those issues and grappling with formulating your ideas 

about the undocumented, did you feel that the U.S. should have open borders?  



 

 
00:19:11 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I didn't look at it quite that way. I wasn't at that theoretical level, but there was the Left, the 

working-class point of view is we don't own the means of production and we don't dominate in 

the government, and if the bosses bring in other workers to work here from other countries, we 

organize them and we respect wherever they're coming from, but we invite them to be part of our 

movement. Now, if they're scabs, that's a whole other problem, but it's up to us to organize them 

as brothers, as international workers.  

 

So what the border is, well, we're here and if we're workers and we're dealing with having a 

better living and not being ripped off, then we organize them. So in the terms of no borders, 

that's where I see there's no borders, and talking about what the legislation and whatever might 

be is a whole other kind of a question. My approach still would be given that working people and 

the people in general aren't in control of this country, we've got to advocate for more rights. So 

you could come and argue, well, we should have internationalism for every country, but that's 

not where the struggle is at. I ended up doing, actually, the slogan for the Immigration Coalition-

- we haven't even got to where we did that-- was more rights and more visas is what we wanted. 

The whole issue of the border was different, so you worked on it for issues and looked at the 

issues from that point of view.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have an understanding or a perspective on guest workers?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

We were opposed to it. I looked at Galarza's book, Merchants of Labor, and I said, "Wow, man." 

Where he starts talking about the later forties, where you had increasing deportations and you 

had a growing bracero program, and so there was this process that he described of the 

deportation as "drying out the wets." In other words, pushing them into the bracero program or 

keeping them from-- because they would come over and they'd want to-- there's another job, a 

better job, there's an unfair situation, there's a pretty woman over there that you want to stay 

around, or that you want to bring your family up and live here because it's better, whatever. 

People start looking for a better life than what is there, not everyone necessarily, but there are 

people, and then there are employers and family or other people that you run into in situations, 



just like everybody, human beings do.  

 

So how those things work together and so how one group was pitted against the other group was 

pitted against the citizen, Mexican American worker, then seeing how all of this was being 

playing together to a growing southwest economy and national economy, so I was reading it 

from those perspectives of how he was looking at the growth and the treatment of the bracero 

and what it meant for Mexican Americans and Latinos and for the Labor Movement. So looking 

at that situation, you could see that the bracero program was inhuman. And where was the 

benefit? Well, immigrants come and there is an economic benefit in that, one, there weren't that 

many workers around, and you had more jobs, one, and you didn't have to pay the money to raise 

them, to educate them, or whatever. They were right there, so there was a whole less cost of that. 

You didn't have to wait until you had a bigger population to do this work. And the other thing is 

they came with lower expectations. They came from a society where the cost of living, the price 

of reproducing labor power was less, and so they had less demands for a higher wage, at least for 

a period of time. So they also then didn't have children with them, so you could pay them-- they 

didn't want to pay for their family, or if they sent money back to their family, it was at a lower 

standard of living than somebody else, so you could get away with paying them less wages. So, 

in short, the benefit is that they had no families and they had lower expectations.  

 

Well, what about the documented? Well, they might have had the kind of same kind of thing 

there, but as I began thinking about these contradictions, what's more profitable or what's better 

for the employer, for Wall Street or for whomever in this situation? Well, the benefit of the 

undocumented is this. The bracero program was for seasonal labor, temporary labor, and then 

they would go back, but in a factory, you don't become all that productive till maybe three 

months or six months or a year, and then you need a worker that's going to be around longer, not 

just seasonal. But the worker that's going to be here seasonable is going to want relationships and 

going to want family, going to want all of these kinds of things. So eventually that worker then 

begins getting integrated into the society and wanting to improve his standard of living. Maybe 

he's used to it. His kids are going to see things on TV and they're going to be speaking English, 

and they're going to want, "Mommy, mommy, I want this, I want that," or whatever. So that 

becomes part of the struggle. So you could look at immigration that every group would go 

through a generation of this and that, but with the Mexican Americans, there was this continued 

immigration, there was this establishment from the 1890s, the times of Jim Crow, of Jim Crow 

status for Mexicans in general, and then the new immigrants in that, so that the bracero program 

was like an extension of Jim Crow. But that became less and less palatable, especially in the 

fifties and sixties when there was a Civil Rights Movement across the United States, but there 

was also a National Liberation Movement around the world, and so that if you had Jim Crow in 

the United States, that wasn't good in terms of a world opinion that had a competitor in the 

Soviet Union and the Soviet Bloc. So you wanted to impress Africa or you wanted to impress 

Latin America and have them be stronger allies. Besides that, you couldn't have braceros, I mean 

that kind of a program.  

 

So how do you do this? To me, what was happening is that we were developing a de facto 

system because we had all these arguments. The right wing was arguing against affirmative 

action and all of this. Because the courts were saying you have de facto discrimination should be 

taken into account, not just de jure discrimination. So going on that concept then, but, wait a 



second, they have a de facto immigration system, just like you had a de facto slavery system. 

Even though slave trade wasn't there, it was allowed and continued and continued up until the 

end of the Confederacy. So you had the same thing with the Mexican situation. So looking at 

those aspects, that's how I began analyzing how you deal with the question of the undocumented. 

Very important in my thinking at that time was writings of Communist economist Victor Perlo, 

and he did a book-- I think it was in the mid-seventies-- The Economics of Racism, where he 

showed particularly in the South how the lower wages that were paid to blacks lowered the 

wages all across the South and all across the country, and then he began making figures on how 

much that was in billions of dollars in terms of the U.S. Well, the same thing applies to 

Mexicans, and the same thing applies even more to how you're dealing with the immigration 

system.  

 

So actually this kind of thing really came home to me in a real interesting event. I think Gus Hall 

was running for president. Might have been a little later, '77, '78. It was someone's home. Evelina 

Alarcon, who was an active Communist, had invited me to go to this reception, and also at this 

reception were two guys that I'd worked a lot with, professors, Rudy Acuña and Raul Ruiz. So 

they were there arguing with Gus Hall about the immigration question, open borders, what about 

this and what about that and what about this, and they were just peppering Gus with all these 

things. You know, Gus, he wasn't a professor that could give all of this. He had certain amount 

of knowledge, but all the questions that he was being asked by these history professors, he said, 

"Well, wait a second. Well, let me just give you what I think about the problems of 

undocumented immigration. For me, the general answer is take the profits out of it. So if 

undocumented immigration isn't profitable, it won't be around for that long or that much." But it 

is profitable. So then that's how I began to look at the whole issue of immigration. But looking at 

that from the point of view of U.S. democracy, I began saying, well, we have to develop the 

lobbying, from my point of view. It was already developing, and we could go into that, on the 

Rodino Bill and other bills that Bert and others were doing and I was getting involved in, and 

then wanting to move even more strongly, bringing in the church base and community bases that 

I had into those struggles.  
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ESPINO: 
 

You were also going to talk about the Isleberg (phonetic)?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, that's the next thing. I'm getting right there. That's the next paragraph. (Laughter) 

(Interruption)  



 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I'd gotten involved, and we may come back to a little bit of the concrete, but in '75 we held a 

conference on it that Bishop Arzube led and that key people talking on the Rodino Bill. There 

had been an article in the Chicano Law Review that Chicano law students and other lawyers had 

put together, and a young Chicana lawyer who had been through UCLA and had gotten this an 

article published by one of the professors, a guy by the name of Ron Bonaparte, and it was about 

racism or discrimination in the immigration law and the Rodino Bill in particular. It did detail 

not only the employer sanctions, but went through many of the others things in terms of 

supposedly equalizing things between the western and eastern hemisphere, and it also dealt with 

weakening the family reunification in terms of citizen children. We didn't notice that so much. 

We were oriented more about the Rodino Bill, the sanctions, the job situation. But anyway, that 

attorney by the name was Hernandez. Antonia?  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Antonia.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Antonia Hernandez. That was '75, and I remember I was doing an interview on some radio, TV 

station, and we're in this station, and the word comes. One of the people from the news thing 

comes into the studio and says that Cesar Chavez has come out against the Rodino Bill. He had 

done it before, but, again, the AFL-CIO had pulled out its support of the Rodino Bill, and so it 

was effectively dead in '75.  

 

I forget the number of the Congress, but '75 was the first year of the congressional session, and 

'76 was the second. This was in November or so, maybe. At any rate, that's about the time it was 

dead, more or less, in Congress. So we said, "Wow. We have some clout. All of this work has 

been doing good." We were feeling good. Anyway, I was doing other things in '76. I already told 

the story about Mission Plaza, the rent strikes, and all of these other issues, and fighting some of 

the immigrant problems at this auto place and other things in the community and dealing with 

these things more, and building Organización Del Pueblo. We started getting involved a little bit 

in cutbacks in healthcare, which I'll come back to. Then in sometime in September, end of 

September, John Faylon (phonetic), who was an Episcopal priest but he was not working as a 



priest, he was heading up the International Institute, which is a major immigrant rights 

organization. Well, it's an old-line one that has been around for more than when there was the 

Jewish and the Japanese and everybody, in Boyle Heights. He calls me in and he says, "Rosalio, 

I just found out about this bill that passed Congress, and it's really going to make a lot of 

changes. What do you think can be done about it? What do you think of this?"  

 

It's the Isleberg law, and what it does is that previously in the '65 law, the eastern hemisphere, 

which is most of the world, had 180,000 quota, but then there were a lot of things over the quota 

you could immigrate where family reunification was an important part. So over and above the 

quota, you could come in. (Telephone interruption)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We're back.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

I was going over the provisions of the Isleberg law. So the eastern hemisphere had a countrywide 

of the 180,000, no more than 20,000 as part of the quota, and then there were other things above 

the quota, family unification being one. So what the Isleberg bill did, said it put 20,000 limit per 

country on the western hemisphere. There was 120,000 overall. But Mexico was getting most of 

that. There was not very much from Central America or South America or Canada, from the rest 

of the hemisphere, so Mexico would get a whole lot. Immigration was getting around that 

already, and we'll get to that. But the other thing it did was it made it virtually impossible to 

immigrate as parents of a citizen child unless that child was an adult. So those were the primary 

ways that Mexicans had been able to immigrate, that Bert Corona and CASA and other places 

were fighting the deportations on the basis that all the constitutional protections, the Fourteen 

Amendment and all of this, and you could stay those things and then that you had time based on 

the child. There were other things, but the largest one was the citizen child. Then you could get 

your papers and you were not deportable, so once people started getting more and more of their 

papers that way, then the fear of deportation began lessening, because there was a certain sector 

of the families that were coming over that were safe. So then people were more and more able to 

integrate more and get more active, whether it's in a rent strike or whether it's in a church 

organization or buying a house or doing this or that. So there was more participation, and it was 

empowering the community in general.  

 

But here comes this law, and you could just see it, boom, that was just aimed at legalizing of the 

people. To me, it reinforced the idea that you had this de facto system. So that had passed 

Congress, and it had passed Congress without a hearing. It had passed Congress in the last days, 



just a few hours later they adjourned on what you call the consent calendar. Like it's all the 

business that's uncontroversial, and we're just going to rush it through, and they sneak things in 

that way, and they snuck the Isleberg law in that way in the last hours. Roybal said, "Well, I was 

in the bathroom." I don't know, I said, "He may have had diarrhea, though." (Laughs)  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I think you told me this last time, yes.  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

But in any event, it had passed, so I called around, I said, "Where's Bert?" He was out. I think he 

was out traveling in Mexico. Anyway, so I said, "What do we do?" Well, I'd taken civics. I said, 

"The only thing you can do now is get the president to veto it." Seventy-six, it's the election, and 

the reason they were in a rush to adjourn early was to go campaign for president and their own 

offices. So I said, "Okay, we're going to say, ‘Veto it. Ford, veto it.'"  

 

So I got my old moratorium phone numbers, because I had been not operating on a national 

basis, but on a local basis, and started calling around, people that I knew and this and that, and 

passed the word, and boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, and it started snowballing. Sent a 

mailgram to Ford. I have the leaflet here somewhere that we put out. So that began getting some 

traction. Then within weeks or so or five days, I forget what, Corona was back in town, and so he 

came by, said, "What happened?" So I told him the story. It's amazing. We have a phone down 

there, it's in the basement of the Church of the Epiphany, and he picks up the phone. He said, 

"Can I use the phone?" And he starts calling around the country different people, right off the top 

of his head, different people, "Hey, we go to do this, we got to do that, we got to do this." And it 

just boosted the movement.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

I'm going to pause it for a second. (Telephone interruption)  

 

 

 



 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. We're back.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

So we built a big letter-writing campaign, and there were meetings, MALDEF and all the groups. 

Ford was campaigning, and he came into L.A. just a little bit before, and people met with him. It 

came up to the last minute that he had just before the election, and he signed it. He didn't veto it. 

But he waited all this time, and (unclear) organizations and all of this happened.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Did you think you had a chance with him?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, it didn't matter. That's the only thing. Might as well, you know. Like yesterday I was 

wearing my Bert Corona t-shirt, and it has one of his quotes, "La peor lucha es el que no se 

hace." "The worst struggle is the one you never do." So we did it, so then the next part of it was 

to continue now to Carter, and that we need to get those visas back, repeal it. Well, anyway, so 

we began a letter-writing campaign then to the White House, but meant really for Carter, who 

was elected, that we want more visas, that we want it repealed, there wasn't real due process or 

whatever, and we began doing that. And we decided to form an L.A. Immigration Coalition and, 

I don't know, CASA had its own formation, but anyway, so we formed that.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

This is separate from Bert Corona's?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, I don't know Bert had one, necessarily, but we formed it. It kind of was the first meetings, 

we agreed that I'd be the local L.A. one and he'd be the national one. So in L.A., what I began to 

do, we organized a Las Posadas, because I was working with the churches and all of that. The 

concept was to march in the Las Posadas candlelight vigil, going from La Plaza (phonetic) 

Church, La Placita (phonetic), which was down the street, and then up the street to just below the 

Board of Education, Fort Moore (phonetic), where it was located, and then go over to the County 

Hall of Administration there by Grand, and then come back down to City Hall, and then go by 

the Federal Building and then end up at Terminal Annex with tens of thousands of petitions and 

letters signed, and the message being, "There's no room in the inn, in this Board of Education, in 

the government for the family and child."  

 

Ramses Noriega did a beautiful poster that we used. I remember we were out in front of the 

church and we maybe had 75, 100 people-- I thought there should be more-- and Bishop Arzube 

was going to be leading it, and he was running late. So we had a lot of clergy and lawyers and 

Chicano activists and stuff. Finally Arzube gets there, and so we start the thing. We're in the 

front and everybody's lighting their candles and trying to keep them lit as we're going. So we go 

up about a block, and he's telling me, "Rosalio, they had me into the chancellery, and I don't 

know if I can really do these kind of things," something like that. I looked back, and going back 

a block and a half or two, and there's several hundred candles. So all the undocumented were 

kind of watching when they saw that it's going, and people just started coming out. So I said, 

"Look back, Juan, you'll be around." So we went through all those things. It was really amazing, 

because when we went by the Federal Building down here, that's where they detain people, and 

the priests and the casistas were all yelling, "Migra fuera de las fábricas!" "Immigration out of 

the factories!" against the factory raids that were happening more and more. And I just said, 

"Wow, this is great unity." And then we came back in and we had a session in the church, and 

sent off all of these letters.  
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ESPINO: 
 

How did you mobilize the community?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 



 

Well, I don't know. I forget.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Were you someone who went out and organized the people to the march, or did you organize the 

march itself? Did you bring people to the march?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

I don't remember. Not so much. Well, we brought people from Organización Del Pueblo and that 

people that were in their group, and different other groups brought people. I think a lot of them 

were from the church, at church there, and we got it around on the movement kind of thing. So 

that's how it was mobilized. You know, I'd have to go back. We had leaflets and all of that that 

did it, and it probably was announced on the media.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How much courage do you think it took at that time for someone undocumented to march?  
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MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, quite a bit, but, you know, there had been marches just about every year starting in '71 

when the Dixon-Arnett Bill passed at that time. So we began, and Bert had those thousands of 

things. Organización del Pueblo might have got 1,000 or 2,000 things signed, but all these 

churches and places Bert has been organizing for years, for five or six years, with Hermandad 

and setting it up. They had groups all over that he worked with in Chicago and San Diego and 

this and that. There was a whole network of places, and so there was momentum.  

 

If I could go back, there were things I weren't involved-- I've studied and seen a lot of the 

development of the issue, you know. Bradley had got on board. Cranston had been helpful in a 



lot of things. Roybal was coming out stronger and stronger in Congress, where he was getting 

more support and he was getting more seniority, so that there was a stronger movement that 

stopped the Rodino Bill, but then here comes this dirty deal. So I did go with Bert, I remember, 

in January to-- and we meetings of trying to get together and build a coalition, but on we went in 

January to Washington, D.C. and to New York. In Washington, D.C. we talked with some of the 

unions. We went to the ILGWU, some guy, Tobin (phonetic) and a couple of the unions, and 

talking about getting things going. We went to the Catholic Charities Building. You know, this 

was all new to me. I wasn't dealing on this level, but I guess I'd been the one that blew the 

whistle, so he says, "Well, who's this guy Muñoz?" at the start of the whole thing. So we met 

with some guy, Mr. McCarthy, some old Irish, red-faced, bald-headed guy, and he said basically 

to Bert's just pushing and pushing, that, yeah, they had kind of given the nod okay. Now here's 

the Catholic Church turning down family unity. The church is making a lot of noise now, and it's 

nothing that you could probably prove, but there was a deal had been cut, I guess, "Stop the 

sanctions, but we'll let this other stuff come in." But Roybal and Cranston came up with bills, so 

we had bills. We had our alternative bills, so we were building around that and beginning to 

meet. I worked at setting up a very organized system for the Immigration Coalition. I think I 

described a little bit of it last time. We would meet monthly and we'd have a clearinghouse 

where we'd talk about all the different problems that were coming up with the immigrant, and we 

would talk them through and take a position.  

 

Joel Flores, my friend, had said, "You know the way it works in these kinds of things, that all 

these different agencies or different groups could come in, but they'll come in and out, because 

they'll get heat from the congressmen or from the supervisors or from here or there for doing 

what they did," whether it's, oh, they're nonprofit or they're this or that, for whatever reason. So 

people are going to come in and out. I remember going around with Bert. It was like I would go 

or he'd come by every week or so, and we'd drive around and do something. It was like I thought 

it was the bum of the month, because different groups were pulling out or they're trying to put 

together the coalition and then this one wasn't there, and that one, which wasn't my approach, 

because I just wasn't the infighter that he could be, I guess. But, anyway, the idea was we would 

have people would come, and if they couldn't come to this meeting and vote on that issue, it still 

was ours, and they could come later, and then it was already policy, but that we would look at 

every kind of thing. I got George Danielson, who was a moderate to liberal Democrat, but he had 

been always defeating a Chicano, Calderon, that would run against him, and he was a former FBI 

guy and all of this, and he was on judiciary. But his aide-- and, gosh, I can't remember-- real 

wonderful guy, Alex Montalvo, would bring me once a week or every couple of weeks a printout 

of all the bills that came to the Judiciary Committee. Then I'd look them over and say which are 

ones-- and some of them, they were just repetition. Some of them were to take away the ability 

of-- I think there were some that even had all the concepts they have now, like deny citizenship 

to children of the undocumented or this or that, all these different kinds of things.  

 

We'd go over, and then after a few months we had taken a position on the basic policy questions, 

so you didn't have to go through every single one, but that we would do that. Then we developed 

that there had to be hearings. "Don't pass an immigration law." I was pushing this. I said, "In the 

U.S. we have an adversarial system. Ever since the Magna Carta and whatever, both sides give 

their point of view, and you had a chance to face your accuser and all of this kind of a thing, but 

the undocumented don't have a voice or a vote, and they're intimidated if they speak out." So to 



ensure the rights, to ensure the Constitution, to ensure the democratic process on immigration, 

you had to be extra sure to have hearings. You couldn't just do anything at the last minute. That's 

the extra worst for the most powerless. So that became kind of a general democratic kind of thing 

that we pushed. Over the years, I started pushing it at all the churches, do it at your local level, 

do it at your regional level, do it at your national level, and along with all the other issues, but it 

was like the entryway. You get that issue, and, "Oh, yeah, we can agree to having the hearing." 

"Well, look at these laws they passed without a hearing. We also oppose this and we oppose the 

sanctions."  

 

Anyway, so we began doing that. There was tremendous pressure. There had been more and 

more lawyers and others getting involved, and down the line that year the Silva case was won. 

The Silva case-- Chicago, I think, is where this guy Silva was from, but basically what the 

immigration system was doing was for Cubans who were eligible for asylum, instead of giving 

them their legal status as asylum, they applied them to the western hemisphere quota, before they 

put the 20,000 limit, to use up the visas there so the Mexicans wouldn't get so many. So all kinds 

of people got visas that didn't need to, and then the people that were in line to get the visas 

weren't getting them. So the courts made a decision that, well, all those visas have to go to the 

people that were in line. So then you don't know. So who are they? There was like 120 or 

130,000 that were used up over a period of years. But during those periods, there were maybe 

120,000 that they were eventually going to give the visa to, but there might have been 600 or 

700,000 that had signed up. So you can't decide until you've gotten through all those things who's 

going to get them of those 700,000. So all these people-- I don't know how many there were-- 

got a letter, a Silva letter, they called it, and that said basically it was your right to be able to stay 

here and work until this whole thing was adjudicated. That came seven or eight years down the 

line. Well, hey were temporary but there was the demand, more visas. So they say the Supreme 

Court follows the elections, and it also follows street heat, okay? So that's how I saw it. All that 

protest helped bring that decision, so there was some of the easing of the rights. There was 

evidence that our struggle was responding to that. No doubt that it made it harder.  

 

Al Juarez, I was talking to him the other day about this, and he told me a story that as New 

Year's approached, he was heading up the One Stop Immigration that was helping people with 

papers, and it was getting federal money or city money. The International Institute was part of it. 

So there was a big drive coming up to that end of the year, which Las Posadas was part of, to get 

people to file their papers for their citizen children, because come January 1, that way of getting 

your visa was not going to be available. Then Immigration or somebody decided that you had to 

take them to the embassy, the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City. So one of the guys that he knew, 

one of the lawyers, had a relative or brother or something that worked in the embassy and had a 

big high responsibility. So they called him up and says, "Hey," a guy that worked for Edelman, 

actually. I forget his name now, Bob-- anyway, they call him up, and he says, "Yeah, okay, we'll 

be ready. Just send people over here with all those things."  

 

So Al Juarez and one or two other people went to carry all those things and got there and stayed 

in the hotel and then in the morning went, and they were all ready. They had some soldier or 

something there in the embassy ready to receive all of those last citizen child visa applications 

from L.A. Then a little bit later, we get the Silva decision, which was like a temporary worker 

decision, which, of course, TPS, which the Central Americans after the earthquake got, you 



know, so you get from whatever the pressure is, it has a result in what you're doing. So you 

asked me the question was it worth fighting or was there a chance. Well, la peor lucha, you 

know, and if you struggle, that's where you get it in that. So that moved this whole issue later on 

so that part of this coalition thing that we had, we didn't have the biggest coalition or whatever, 

but I think we made a contribution there in systematically doing. So within a few years, people 

like Antonia Hernandez and others began doing this kind of thing in the Senate Judiciary 

Committee or in this and that. MALDEF started following the legislation doing, but it had to 

come from the grassroots level that that had. I know in a certain way we didn't have all that 

experience on how you dealt with all this lobbying, but--  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Do you remember who was in the commission with you, what other organizations or 

individuals? Not the commission. Yes, I guess it's the coalition.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, the coalition. Well, I mean, I could go back to the list.  
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ESPINO: 
 

Just a couple of-- whoever comes to mind.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, there were CASA people. There were people from International Institute. At times, 

MALDEF would send some people. At times, the Legal Aid Foundation would always have 

some people. The Committee for the Defense of the Bill of Rights would always have somebody 

there. Organización Del Pueblo would be there. Dr. Lou Negrete would be there or Father Roger 

Wood from the Episcopal Church. A Catholic agency now and there would be there. At different 

times, as we had campaigns, Bishop Arzube would sign a letter urging things, and especially on 



the healthcare issues, but on some of the other issues that we would take up, he would say, "The 

Immigration Coalition is doing this and that and we should be concerned," and he would cite 

whatever the theological argument or whatever.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

How about anybody from Comisión Femenil?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Not that I recall. Not that I recall. All of us were wearing all different kinds of hats. But not that I 

recall at that time.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Did you have an impact nationally as far as meeting or being in contact or communication with 

people in other states?  

 

 
01:02:0301:04:22 
 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Well, again, that was Bert and that was others. So we were relating to Cranston and to Roybal, 

and we'd get support sometimes from Hawkins. We would try to get Corwin (phonetic), who was 

a liberal guy in the Valley, that kind of a thing, and begin working on them.  

 

But what became a very critical issue then for the Immigration Coalition, Organización del 

Pueblo, was the healthcare, was the austerity that was happening, because leading the pack in 

terms of austerity, I think, on the Board of Supervisors, the Board of Supervisors handled the 

courts and it handled welfare and it handled healthcare, the public, Pete Schabarum. He began 

when the Ford administration began doing these policies, and then the county began moving 

especially on welfare, and they wanted to get-- there were these protections in the state law, and 

we had our problems with Brown, but most people, you kind of had to accept it because you 



couldn't really get an attorney to challenge it, because everybody was saying, "Well, we'll lose 

politically. So this is a good compromise." But anyway, what the county was trying to do was 

find different ways of scaring them off. One time I remember we were there in Epiphany Church, 

and down the street, which was maybe seven blocks away, was a welfare office in Lincoln 

Heights, and we get a call from one of the welfare people that in the eligibility hearings, you had 

Immigration officers standing outside, inside the building to scare away the mothers from 

coming in and applying so their children could get food stamps or they could get welfare, Aid to 

Dependent Children. So we've got to call the bishop. So Gil Cano was there and he was the 

contact. He was a Catholic. I was a Protestant. So I start taking off down the street to go towards 

there, and Gilbert is calling up the bishop. And by the time I get to the office, they got me. Well, 

they went out the back door, the Immigration, and the bishop was talking on the phone to the 

director in the office.  

 

So the county was trying to do this kind of stuff, but there were hearings that Schabarum started 

having, and then they were going to-- like, "There's public support for this, so we're going to jam 

them." Then Arzube gets involved and writes a letter and say, "I can't make this meeting," but 

this and that. There's this one meeting we had and there was a representative of the Ford 

administration was involved to a certain degree. I have to go back and look at that. But we had it 

in a side room at the Board of Education, so we packed the room with people. This was the 

Interreligious Committee, before the Immigration Coalition, but I'm kind of giving the prehistory 

of dealing with the county. Schabarum was up there chairing. He was kind of a curmudgeon 

type. Anyway, this one lady was a real wonderful lady. She must have been in her late seventies 

or her eighties. Gosh, her last name-- Consuelo Andrade. Consuelo Andrade. When she was a 

teenager, she knew Flores Mogón, and she was a progressive. I don't think she was a 

Communist, but she was very progressive. So she says, "Mr. Schabarum," sometime in the 

middle of this hearing, "Were you the little boy that would come visit Senora so-and-so by 14th 

and Union in your little sailor suit?"  

 

 
01:05:57 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Oh, yes, you said that. Tell me the story.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

So he said, "Yes, I have skeletons in my closet that I'm proud of." Can you imagine? That's his 

grandmother. His father, from what I heard later, was a buddy of Doheny, and they would go 

wildcatting in more than one way in Mexico, I guess. Now, that's not fair. Anyway, he met a 

woman there and married her, and that was Schabarum's grandmother. Then somebody told me 

but he probably got very mad because when Cardenas nationalized oil in Mexico. Be that as it 



may, there was problems coming. Besides that, the whole shift towards managed care, towards in 

healthcare, they began to start cutting and applying austerity to county healthcare, and more and 

more it was they were talking, "Well, it's the cost to the taxpayers," and this and that, "and they 

can get their care in other places." Joel Flores' wife, who was a member and supporter of 

Organización Del Pueblo, was a leader, rank-and-file militant leader amongst county health 

workers. She worked in Long Beach, was a psychiatric social worker there, and so she had been 

involved in a lot of struggles with the union leadership and this and that, but also began fighting 

the cuts when they started happening. They formed a group called Human Services Coalition. 

You know what? I think I've got to be at--  

 

 
01:07:52 
 

ESPINO: 
 

You want to end now?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes, I think so.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. Can I just ask you one question before we stop?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Yes.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 



 

And that is, looking at those two-- okay. The Chicano Moratorium was definitely a movement of 

people, lots of people, and lots of time in organizing. Would you look at your work trying to 

defeat the Isleberg bill as a movement or your work in immigration or organizing, planning those 

demonstrations, would you define that as a movement?  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

No. There was already an Immigrant Rights Movement that had been basically established by 

Bert Corona and Chole Alatorre and others, but they were the principal organizers of it and that 

had reached out and that that movement was growing, and the need to participate in it, to be 

stronger and stronger parts of that Immigrant Rights Coalition was very important. But I was 

beginning to work on at the grassroots level, to deal with the grassroots level, we didn't have 

power, so we had to build coalition. And then looking at the whole country as austerity stuff 

starting coming in, you need to build coalitions of the labor and community. So in L.A. you had 

to have Latinos had to be part of that and immigrants had to be of it. So that was kind of a 

movement, building the people's democratic movement in general in order to meet the people's 

needs, the grassroots needs.  

 

 
01:09:26 
 

ESPINO: 
 

Okay. Great. I'll stop it here.  

 

 

 

 

MUÑOZ: 
 

Okay.  

 

 

 

 

ESPINO: 
 

Thank you. (End of June 30, 2011 interview)  



 


