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1.1. SESSION 1 

MAY 16, 2011 

BAYHYLLE 

This is Ruth Bayhylle. The date today is May 16 [2011]. I am in 

Buena Park, California, speaking with Mary Patterson at her home. 

Mary, can you tell me when and where you were born? 

PATTERSON 

I was born on December 19th, 1935, at the Indian Hospital in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

BAYHYLLE 

What tribes are you? 

PATTERSON 

I’m Caddo on my father’s side, and I am on the Caddo roll, and I’m 

Potawatomi on my mother’s side. 

BAYHYLLE 

How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

PATTERSON 

I’ve lived in Los Angeles since February 1955. 

BAYHYLLE 
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What I’d like to do, Mary, I know we talked a little bit about this 

earlier, but I was wondering if you could tell me a little bit about 

your home life. You said you were born in Albuquerque, but your 

tribes are then from Oklahoma and Kansas. Can you tell me a little 

bit about your early life, where you went to school, what kind of 

work your parents did, and how many brothers and sisters you 

have? 

PATTERSON 

Okay. My dad was from Oklahoma, my mother was from Kansas, 

and they met in Albuquerque. He was attending the University of 

New Mexico there, and she was working as a chauffeur. She 

chauffeured an Osage couple and their family, and they happened 

to be vacationing in Albuquerque, and he met her there. They later 

got married and they settled in Albuquerque, so I was born there. 

When I was eight, we moved. My dad was drafted into the Army 

toward the end of the Second World War. He had five children. He 

was thirty-eight years old and he was drafted, sent to Fort Bliss in 

El Paso. We moved to Mesilla Park, New Mexico, to be near him, and 

I started the fourth grade there. Then before the year was out, we 

went to Oklahoma to visit when my dad was on furlough, and we 

stayed there. We didn’t move away, and I finished high school 

there. 

BAYHYLLE 

How many brothers and sisters did you have then growing up? 

PATTERSON 

I have two brothers and five sisters. 

BAYHYLLE 

Were they all born in New Mexico, too, as you were? 

PATTERSON 

The first five were born in New Mexico, and the last three were born 

in Oklahoma. 
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BAYHYLLE 

So you were about eight or nine till you moved to Oklahoma, is that 

right? 

PATTERSON 

I was nine years old. 

BAYHYLLE 

Where did you go to school then in the early years? 

PATTERSON 

In the early years I went to Colony, Oklahoma. It’s a small town in 

western Oklahoma. Seger Indian School was at Colony, and that’s 

where my dad went to school when we was a little boy. 

BAYHYLLE 

Really. Seger, is it still in— 

PATTERSON 

No. Seger Indian School is no longer there, but the town is still 

there, Colony, a tiny little town, and our farm, my grandmother’s 

allotment was outside of Colony. 

BAYHYLLE 

That was your father’s mother, then, right? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

His family. So you went to school. How long did you go to the 

Indian school? Was that a day school or was it residential school? 

PATTERSON 

No, it was a public school. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Okay, just in [unclear]. 

PATTERSON 

Colony, and I went there from the fifth through high school, 

graduated there. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you were there quite a while, pretty much. What did you do then 

for high school? 

PATTERSON 

What did I do? 

BAYHYLLE 

Where did you go? Where did you go to high school? 

PATTERSON 

In high school at Colony. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you graduated from high school there, and where did you go? 

PATTERSON 

Then I went to Haskell. 

BAYHYLLE 

And Haskell is where? 

PATTERSON 

In Lawrence, Kansas. My dad went to Haskell, and my older sister, 

I’m next to the oldest, my oldest sister, Carol, when she was getting 

ready to graduate from high school, he really wanted her to go to 

Haskell. As a matter of fact, almost all of us graduated as 

valedictorians of our high school class, and so we would have gotten 

scholarships to one of the Oklahoma universities, but my dad really 

wanted Carol to go to Haskell, so she went, and she liked it so much 

that I also went to Haskell. Then the next younger sister, Jodi, she 
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also went. It’s because Carol liked it so much, otherwise we’d have 

gone to a local university, I’m sure. 

BAYHYLLE 

What year was this, then, when you went to Lawrence? 

PATTERSON 

I went in the fall of 1953. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me a little bit about Haskell, your experience at Haskell. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, Haskell was great. I made so many friends there, met so many 

people. I was really a country girl, so we didn’t have hot and cold 

running water. I think we had finally gotten electricity on the farm 

when I was about fifteen, fifteen or sixteen, so not long. So it was 

great. We had indoor plumbing. We had hot and cold running water, 

showers. To this day, every day I say, “Thank you, lord, for hot and 

cold running water.” We had good food. Everyone complained about 

the food, but not me. It was great, and had my own bed, first time I 

ever slept by myself, because I think I always slept with at least two 

sisters, sometimes three. So Haskell was great. The friends, the 

teachers were nice and the campus was beautiful, and so many 

stories that our dad had told us about his days there, that I really 

loved Haskell. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was your fondest story your dad told about Haskell when he 

attended? Because he was there in the twenties, is that right? 

PATTERSON 

He was there in the twenties. Of course, he was an athlete. He 

played football. I believe he played baseball, too, but football was 

the sport that he loved. He played there when they had an 

unbeaten team in 1926. They were unbeaten, untied in the nation. 

They were ranked in the nation. So he told a lot of stories. He said 
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he had visited every state except two, and that was when they only 

had forty-eight states, of course. But he said they traveled all over, 

played all over. Probably his favorite thing was traveling, playing 

football. He was there when they built the stadium and the arch. He 

said the students got to help with the building of that. He said they 

liked being outdoors and working with that. 

BAYHYLLE 

Because that’s a very famous structure. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, it is a very famous structure. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right, throughout the different Indian schools that exists in this 

country. So you had all of these good feelings about Haskell before 

you even went there, and once you got there, you had this 

remarkable experience as well. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

What kinds of classes did you take there? 

PATTERSON 

I took the business classes. We had accounting, stenography, 

typing, business English, and even like a business math, I guess. So 

those were the classes that I took. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you enjoyed those? 

PATTERSON 

Oh, yeah. They were easy. I mean, some people found them very 

hard, but I was trained by my mother, always do your homework 

first, you know, and then you can play. So I did that, and then I 
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could play, go dance. We had the dances up there, and just walk 

around the campus and enjoy. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it sounds like you brought a good work ethic with you when you 

came to Haskell. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

In other words, you knew how to do your homework and how to 

plan your activity, and then how to have a social life as well. I 

suspect other students didn’t have that same approach, though. 

PATTERSON 

Many did, but some didn’t. I think there were some maybe who 

didn’t have quite as good a background in basic, the read and write 

and arithmetic kind of a thing and struggled more. 

BAYHYLLE 

You and your sisters were all valedictorians or you all did very well 

at Colony school. 

PATTERSON 

A little bitty school. 

BAYHYLLE 

A small school, so you probably got maybe a little extra attention 

maybe in your studies. Well, it sounds like your parents had taken 

an interest in your education as well. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, especially my mother. At Colony, where we grew up, even 

though we were Caddo, my grandmother’s allotment was right near 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho because they had run out of allotments 

near Binger, where the Caddos were, so some people, a few people 
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got allotments near the Cheyenne and Arapaho. So we grew up with 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho. Most of my cousins who lived there 

were Cheyenne and Arapaho, or Cheyenne anyhow. A lot of the 

older Cheyenne didn’t put much value in education. They would 

actually tell their kids, “That’s white man’s stuff. You don’t need to 

go to school,” and a lot of them dropped out really early. But my 

mother, who had actually traveled around some before she got 

married and seen more of the world than just the farm, knew that 

education was important. There was no excuse to not go to school. 

You better be hurting pretty bad if you wanted to not go to school. 

So she made sure that we went to school, that we did our 

homework. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it was a priority. 

PATTERSON 

It was a priority with my mother. 

BAYHYLLE 

And your father, too, I would imagine as well. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you went to Haskell and just enjoyed your experience there, it 

sounds like. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, I really did. I made some good friends there, and I had a lot of 

fun there. 

BAYHYLLE 

What, if any, problems did you have or anything go maybe not quite 

so right at Haskell? Anything? 
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PATTERSON 

Well, outside of when I left, there was one amusing thing. Well, I 

guess it was sort of amusing later on, not so much at the time. But 

my older sister, Carol, who went a year before me, so she was still 

there when I went in ’53, she was a grade ahead of me. I got a 

letter from my mother a few weeks after I went up there, and my 

mother said that Carol had written to her and complained about me, 

and so my mother wrote to me and told me of the complaints. It’s 

funny now, wasn’t quite so funny at the time. Carol said, “Mary, she 

laughs too loud, she eats too fast in the cafeteria, and she walks too 

fast. Everywhere she goes, she walks too fast across the campus. 

She’s just a farm girl.” Anyway, so they were all legitimate 

complaints, but I didn’t realize that. She would barely talk to me. 

Her friends liked me, but she barely talked to me. She didn’t want 

people to know I was— 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, you were the younger sister too. 

PATTERSON 

—related to her, but we looked just alike. [laughter] People used to 

call me Carol because they thought we were twins. 

BAYHYLLE 

Overall, you had a very positive experience at Haskell? 

PATTERSON 

I really did have a positive experience. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you were there for how many years then? 

PATTERSON 

I was there for a year and a half. It was a two-year course, but 

when I passed the civil service exam, which would have been 
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toward the end of 1954, they had an opening at the Relocation 

Office out here in Los Angeles. 

BAYHYLLE 

Let me ask you something before you go any further. Passing the 

civil service examination, I know you mentioned earlier that you 

went to Topeka, which is a good 30 miles away or so, to take the 

examination. Can you tell me, how did they recruit people to take 

that exam, or was that sort of an understood process that if you 

took these commercial courses, everyone was automatically 

expected to take the civil service exam? Or how did that work? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. Most of the kids there expected to work for the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs. 

BAYHYLLE 

Or into government service. 

PATTERSON 

Or into government service of some sort, I think mostly thinking 

about the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

BAYHYLLE 

Why was that? Was that from the school officials, or was that 

something the students just assumed themselves, or was that sort 

of just part of the Haskell philosophy? What do you think? 

PATTERSON 

I don’t know, but I think it mainly to do with the school officials, and 

a lot of the kids expected to go back to their reservations where the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs had offices and work there, and they would 

be near home. My own sister, Carol, when she left there, she went 

to work at Anadarko [Oklahoma], which was not far from—well, 

reasonably close to where we lived. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Where your home was. 

PATTERSON 

Where our home was. And I thought that’s where I would go too. I 

fully expected to go back to Anadarko to work or somewhere close 

by near home, and never expected I would be coming to California. 

BAYHYLLE 

I always wondered about that because so many people who 

graduate from Haskell just seem to automatically go out to the BIA 

or to other sort of government offices. I have never heard anyone 

say that they were counseled or advised in any way to go on to 

another institution, like the University of Kansas or O.U. [University 

of Oklahoma]. Was that sort of an automatic assumption that you’re 

automatically just going to go work for government and never go 

on? 

PATTERSON 

I think that that thinking started later. I know that younger people 

who went to Haskell after I did were interested in going on to get 

more education. Kenny Taylor was one, but I believe that he went 

to Haskell on a basketball scholarship. 

BAYHYLLE 

Because he went to K.U. 

PATTERSON 

I mean, I’m sorry, went to K.U. 

BAYHYLLE 

University of Kansas. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, on a basketball scholarship. Several of people in my class, too, 

went to K.U., just wanted to further their education, or went to 

other schools. I had never thought beyond that. I had expected to 
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go to university when I graduated from high school, but I was 

thinking I would go somewhere in Oklahoma. 

BAYHYLLE 

Then to work for [unclear]. 

PATTERSON 

And then to work wherever. 

BAYHYLLE 

So tell me that story about going to Topeka and taking the exam, 

and then how the teacher talked to you later. 

PATTERSON 

Now, normally what would happen, toward the end of the school 

year they would bring—because there were so many students who 

wanted, who were going to take the civil service exam, they would 

bring the examiners to Haskell and just set up the— 

BAYHYLLE 

The test proctors then would come. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, would come to Haskell. Because there were so many of them, 

it just seemed more reasonable for them than to try to transport 

them to Topeka to take the test. But because they thought there 

were about at least six of us who could pass the exam toward the 

end of ’54 before the school year was over in May, that they drove 

us. I think we went in two automobiles or something up to Topeka 

to take the test there. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you took the test and you obviously passed it. 

PATTERSON 

I took the test and I passed it. 
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BAYHYLLE 

And then what happened? You came back to school. 

PATTERSON 

Came back to school, and then it was around Christmastime, and I 

went back to Oklahoma for Christmas on the train like I did the year 

before and came back. Within a couple of weeks I was called out of 

class to go see the principal, who told me that they had been 

notified by the Bureau of Indian Affairs Relocation Office in Los 

Angeles that they had an opening for a secretary and they would 

like for me to go, and I told them I didn’t want to then. I wanted to 

finish the school year. 

BAYHYLLE 

How old were you then? 

PATTERSON 

How old was I then? I had just turned nineteen in December. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. Okay, so they said, “Oh, we know there’s a 

project in L.A., a relocation project, and BIA office is involved,” and 

so on. Had you ever heard of the term “relocation” before that 

time? 

PATTERSON 

You know what? If I had, I don’t remember. But I think my mother 

might have mentioned something about it because they recruited 

anywhere where there were Indians. 

BAYHYLLE 

Different reservations and communities. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. We didn’t live on a reservation, but my cousin, Laverne Cross, 

and his family came out on relocation. They came out twice. They 
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paid their way out here and set them up in an apartment and 

bought them a whole apartment full of furniture, found a job for 

them and everything, and then they were lonesome or something 

and they went back. Then I guess he couldn’t find a job or 

something, and then they came out again. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you had some knowledge of relocation. 

PATTERSON 

Well, this was after I was out here. This was after I was out here. 

BAYHYLLE 

So as a nineteen-year-old— 

PATTERSON 

I didn’t really know anything. 

BAYHYLLE 

—this thing, relocation, didn’t really know what it was all about. 

PATTERSON 

No. But when I got out here, I realized. Then I found out what the 

program really was, and I was a little—well, I was thinking, “Well, 

why didn’t they offer it to me?” I’m sure they knew about it. Haskell 

knew about it. I was coming to a Relocation Office, which really 

didn’t mean a lot to me. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you’re wondering why they didn’t offer the services of the 

program to you rather than just an employee of the BIA. Why didn’t 

they offer you to come out, extend the offer for you to come out on 

relocation? Is that what you’re saying? 

PATTERSON 

Yes, even though I was going to work for them, but maybe that was 

it. If you were going to work for them, you weren’t eligible, 
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although I don’t see the difference, but it could have been that I 

wasn’t eligible for it once I accepted the job. But anyway, I said I 

didn’t want to come, so I went back to class. Then a few days later, 

I don’t remember how long, the principal called me again and he 

said, “Well, Mary, you’ve already passed the civil service exam, and 

you don’t need to go to class anymore.” And I said, “Well, I like to 

go to class.” He said, “No, you don’t need to.” He said, “Just go 

back to the dorm.” So I went back to the dorm, and in those days I 

would never dream of saying no to any authority of any kind. I just 

didn’t. So after a week or so, I’m not sure how long, of hanging 

around the dorm— 

BAYHYLLE 

Getting bored. 

PATTERSON 

—getting really bored, I said, “Okay, I’ll go to California.” But I 

didn’t have any money, and I told them that. I said, “How will I get 

there? I don’t have any money. I don’t have any way to get there.” 

They didn’t offer me relocation, but they said, “We’ll loan you a 

hundred dollars,” not give me, but loan me a hundred dollars, which 

they did, which I had to pay my train fare out here. When you work 

for the government, you wait a whole month before you get paid 

because you only get paid twice a month, and they hold back the 

first half of it. So I almost starved. I actually bought—well, they 

found me a place to stay in a lady’s hotel from which I could walk to 

work so I didn’t have transportation expense, and I talked to the 

lady at the hotel and told her I wouldn’t get paid till the end of the 

month, but she knew I had the job, so she let me stay without 

paying after the first week. I had to pay for the first week, and then 

I didn’t have any money. I only had a couple dollars or something. 

So I went to this grocery store and I thought, “Well, okay, what can 

I live on for—?” It was going to be about three weeks, I guess, at 

that point. What can I live on for three weeks for two dollars? I was 

going to buy a box of crackers. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Saltines? 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, like saltines. But then I saw they had this big box of vanilla 

wafers, and I thought, “Well, this weighs more than the crackers.” 

So I bought a box of vanilla wafers, and I think it was a small jar of 

peanut butter back in the days when peanut butter was really 

cheap. So that’s what I lived on, but I had to count them out. These 

are how many days I have to eat before I get paid, so I could have 

this many this day and this many. So anyway, that’s what I lived 

on, which it was food. No problem. But it was a long month. It 

made me appreciate getting paid, for sure, and my first paycheck I 

had to pay the hotel. I bought an iron and a clock radio, a Zenith 

clock radio, which was of the most wonderful thing. To this day, 

when I’ve bought cars, I bought a house, I bought clothes and 

jewelry and vacations and everything, nothing ever was more 

glorious than that Zenith clock radio, which probably didn’t even 

cost ten dollars. You know, things were cheap back in the fifties, but 

it was wonderful. I had a clock and I had a radio. I had music. So 

anyway, it was my best purchase I ever made in my whole life, the 

most wonderful thing. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you started to work at the BIA office, and what was that like? 

Tell me your typical workday or workweek at the BIA. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, okay. Well, it was a Relocation Office and they had several 

sections. They had one where the families or single people who 

were coming, when they just got there, that’s where they came. 

There were employees then who worked with them. Some of them 

found them housing and got furniture for them. Another section 

worked with companies to find them jobs. In our section we worked 

with almost exclusively single people who were going to go to 

school, tech schools, different kinds of schools, and we did their 

payroll for them and helped them get started in school. I don’t 



17 
 

remember everything that we did. I know I would sub in the other 

sections sometimes. I don’t remember the total workday. I really 

liked the people that I worked for. Mary Nan Gamble was the head 

of the Relocation Office there. I think she later went to Washington 

[D.C.]. She had been several places. She’d worked in government 

for a long time. My direct supervisor was Richard Mullican, with a 

“c,” Mullican. He hated when people said “Mulligan.” He was a funny 

man. He was humorous. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did you have much interaction with the actual students themselves, 

the single relocation participants? 

PATTERSON 

Some, yes. They would come into the office to pick up their checks. 

Yes, I would talk to them. Do you know, I don’t remember a whole 

lot about everything that I did there. 

BAYHYLLE 

Probably happened so quickly and so many people came through. 

PATTERSON 

Right, and I would see people who came from—I remember when 

Bobby White—he was at Haskell when I was there. My second 

husband, James Patterson, Bobby White was married to James’ 

cousin, so I knew them pretty well. But I knew Bobby at Haskell, 

and I remember when he came in. He’s the first one who told me 

about the dances, because he’s a powwow person too. At 

Inglewood, he said, “Come out to Inglewood because we have 

dances out there.” He told me when we had them, so we started 

going out there. And I remember when Mamie Bohay and Phil 

Bohay came in, because they were from Carnegie, which was real 

close to our farm. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did they come out on this training to tech school, or were they part 

of this family section? 
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PATTERSON 

Part of the family section. 

BAYHYLLE 

Okay, but you knew of them and knew [unclear] office. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, because we were all real close. I remember them being in the 

office. Then in May, when my class graduated at Haskell, a bunch of 

kids came out from Haskell that I knew, Pacita Norwood, for 

instance, Delaware girl. She and I roomed together. We got an 

apartment together. 

BAYHYLLE 

Here in Los Angeles? 

PATTERSON 

Here in Los Angeles. She didn’t work at the—or did she work at the 

BIA? She may have, yeah. I forget. She may have worked there 

too. I forget. My mind. But she’s gone back to Delaware, but she 

lived out here a long time. She married a Kiowa boy, Don Lonewolf, 

who was a good friend of my first husband, who was Kiowa also, so 

we were good friends. She and I are the ones who used to go 

dancing so much. She loved to dance. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you did have some interaction with the people that came to go 

through training. What kinds of training programs did they offer 

under this section? 

PATTERSON 

You know what? I have to think about it, but I know a lot of them 

went to L.A. Trade-Tech, where they offered all kinds of training, I 

think, auto mechanics, drafting, because I think James went there 

for a while. My husband, James, took drafting there. He didn’t come 

on relocation. He was in the service. I wish I remembered. Maybe I 
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wasn’t even curious about it, but when he got out of the service, his 

parents had moved here to Los Angeles. As a matter of fact, they 

lived right over here a couple of blocks away where one of those big 

auto dealerships is, right there. He said their house was right there. 

So his dad was a career serviceman and he was out of the service 

then, so maybe when he got out, they may have come out on 

relocation. I don’t know why else they would come out here. His 

grandparents on the Kickapoo side, he’s on the Kickapoo roll. His 

dad is Choctaw. His mother was Kickapoo. All deceased now, of 

course. But his grandparents, Elsie and—what was his grandfather’s 

name? Waweah. I believe Waweah was their last name, Kickapoo. 

They worked at Knott’s Berry Farm. If you went there back in the 

olden days, in the fifties and sixties, you got your picture taken with 

an Indian couple dressed in their regalia, that was then. They 

worked there a long time. As a matter of fact, James said it was 

amusing that every now and then he would meet someone, anyone, 

or maybe someone he worked with a long time, somehow Knott’s 

Berry Farm would come up and he’d say, “Oh, yeah, my grandma 

and grandpa work there.” “What do they do?” “Well, if you had your 

picture taken sitting on that bench with an Indian couple or standing 

up, that was them.” Some would say, “I have that picture at home! 

I had my picture taken with them.” [laughs] He said he met many 

people that way who had their picture taken with his grandma and 

grandpa. They eventually moved back to Oklahoma. His mother 

moved back to Oklahoma. So he had connections out here, but he 

didn’t come out on relocation. He got out the service and they were 

out here, so he settled here. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it sounds like there were lots of training opportunities, then, and 

educational opportunities, under this program for— 

PATTERSON 

Yes, there were. 

BAYHYLLE 
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—some of the singles, men and women then, is that right? 

PATTERSON 

Men and women, yes, and I’m not positive, but I’m not sure they 

were all single. 

BAYHYLLE 

They were just alone, then, when they came to the program? 

PATTERSON 

Right. They just happened to be alone. 

BAYHYLLE 

What kinds of training programs were available to the women do 

you recall? 

PATTERSON 

I remember these two girls, and they may have been Colville. I 

know they were from up north here. They may have been Colville 

Indians. I know they took a nursing course, and I think it was 

practical nursing; I don’t think it was to be an RN. I remember they 

were in that course. I remember some of the guys took auto 

mechanics. 

BAYHYLLE 

What about welding, too? 

PATTERSON 

Yes, welding. 

BAYHYLLE 

Other than nursing courses, anything else available to women? Do 

you recall any other kind of, like, commercial or office training, 

additional, accounting? 

PATTERSON 
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I don’t remember, and I don’t think they were offered, but I don’t 

know that for certain. I feel bad I don’t remember. 

BAYHYLLE 

No, that’s okay. I just was trying to get a feel for what other kinds 

of training opportunities there might have been for people beyond 

high school or beyond their current status, and since you were on 

the BIA side, you’re giving us some idea, then, of what 

opportunities there might have been for men and women. The 

literature suggests that the people who came out were 

predominantly men. You had larger numbers of men than women, 

but I’m trying to get an idea of what opportunities there were for 

women because I know of some women that we’ve interviewed who 

did come out. 

PATTERSON 

Pecita Norwood, who later became my roommate, she was at 

Pocahontas Hall at Haskell with me, so she was in my classes. I 

knew her well. I think she worked with me at the BIA there in the 

office. Joy Shields, I believe she was Sioux, she was in my sister 

Carol’s class, and she came out on relocation before I got out here, 

so I remember her. We were friends. They put her to work in a 

bank. She worked in a bank. She worked in, I think it was the Bank 

of America, which is right down the street from the BIA there. The 

Relocation Office had contacts with industry all around. The 

aerospace industry was really big in California in those years, and 

they put a lot of people to work in aerospace. There were people 

who went to work for—was it Bethlehem Steel who had a—I think it 

was Bethlehem Steel who had a big plant in—it might have been 

Bell Gardens or it may have been—anyhow, Huntington Park. 

BAYHYLLE 

Somewhere along that rail line, I would imagine. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, right along the rail line. I know a lot of people went to work 

there. A lot of people didn’t like it. I know I had a good friend, a 
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Caddo friend, who, he said if you like hell, go to work for Bethlehem 

Steel. 

BAYHYLLE 

Hot. 

PATTERSON 

It was so hot and miserable, and he said the pay wasn’t that good 

to really keep you there. Let’s see. I forgot the other places they 

placed people, but women, I think, went to work a lot of clerical in 

banks and— 

BAYHYLLE 

Offices. 

PATTERSON 

Offices. There were a lot of insurance offices and all sorts of offices. 

BAYHYLLE 

Before we get into this a little, I wanted to ask you some things 

about the community here. You read to me earlier about your 

thoughts after having seen the movie The Exiles, and it sort of gave 

me an idea of—you were talking about the activities that people did 

here, you and your friends, say, the different kinds of things that 

you were involved in, your interests and so on. It sort of then leads 

you to realize that you were developing a community for 

yourselves, social groups and business connections and so on. But I 

wanted to ask you, before we get into that, I wanted to ask a little 

bit back—no, you know what, we’ll do that next time. We might get 

back into that in some other way. Can you tell me a little bit about—

you said you had a roommate at one point, obviously after you left 

the boarding house there behind the Mayflower Hotel. You moved 

out into an apartment, I guess. Is that right? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Moved with a friend or by yourself? 

PATTERSON 

I got an apartment. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me a little bit about your life then, working at BIA. 

PATTERSON 

All right. The apartment that I got was, it was just one room and a 

bathroom and a tiny little kitchen. Bachelor apartments, I guess 

they call them. Didn’t have a bed. It had a pull-down bed, I 

remember, and it was just the cutest little thing. It was located 

where the Staples Center is now where the Lakers play and the 

Convention Center is, and they just razed all the area, all of the 

buildings, the residential area there. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s off of Figueroa, isn’t it? 

PATTERSON 

Yes, it’s off of Figueroa and Olympic in that general area there, and 

that’s where my first apartment was. I lived there. I walked to 

work. We would go out in the evenings and on the weekend. We 

would go dancing. 

BAYHYLLE 

You were still single, then, at this point, right? 

PATTERSON 

I was still single then, right. I was still single, and we would go 

dancing. I remember the first time that I went to the beach, and 

this was before I even had an apartment, because some girls, some 

Caddo girls, the Bedoka girls, had come out, and they were from 

Anadarko. They had a really nice apartment, and they invited me 



24 
 

over, and they were going to go to the beach. They had come out 

on relocation. I had never been to the beach yet. It was on 

Saturday night. They were going to have a beach party. So we went 

out there. It was already dark when we got there. They built a fire 

when they still had fire pits at almost all of the beaches, and I just 

remember being so cold and miserable. The whole time I just was 

there with just a blanket wrapped around me. It was just so cold. I 

thought, “What fun is the beach?” But since then, I came to 

appreciate the beach when it was warm and sunny. But we went to 

the beach. We would go dancing and we went to powwows. That’s 

when the Red Cars were still in Los Angeles before they were ousted 

by the buses. They never should have let them go. So we would 

take the Red Cars to wherever we wanted to go, practically. Then a 

few people started getting their own cars, but I never owned a car 

until I got married and my husband had a car. So we’d go to 

powwows. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me about those. What were those like? Where did they have 

them and what kinds of activities did they have there? 

PATTERSON 

The main powwows that I first remember are the ones in 

Inglewood. 

BAYHYLLE 

Where were those held, outdoors, indoors? 

PATTERSON 

They were held indoors, and it was some sort of a veterans group. 

Maybe it was a VFW. I’ve been trying to think. I know it wasn’t an 

Elks and it wasn’t Masonics, but it was a service organization, and 

they would have indoors. I remember downstairs at that particular 

one they also had a bar, and I know half the people would be 

spending their time down at the bar. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Oh, my gosh. 

PATTERSON 

But I liked the dances. I liked the drum. Growing up in Oklahoma 

around the Cheyennes and Arapahos and the Kiowas, we had a 

community hall, we called it, for just the Indians, and we had social 

dances. We had Bingo. We had dances. We played hand game 

[phonetic]. We would have dinners there, community dinners, 

Thanksgiving, and sometimes on Sundays. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did they have funerals there also, hold memorial services there too? 

PATTERSON 

I don’t remember. I don’t remember memorial services. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you lived sort of around in Oklahoma, then, where there was a 

very strong powwow and social organization with different tribes. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. At Carnegie, where the Kiowas came from, which wasn’t that 

far from Colony, the Kiowas would come down and sing. Oh, the 

Kiowas can sing. And we would play hand game against them. We 

would sing and we would dance and we would play hand game, and 

I’m sure there was gambling going on. I don’t remember being 

involved in gambling, but I’ll just bet there was gambling going on. 

Then we would go down to Carnegie and they would host us down 

there, and again we’d dance and flirt with the boys and just have 

fun. 

BAYHYLLE 

When you say, “They would host us,” the Kiowas would host the 

Caddos then? Is that how that would work, or the Cheyennes? 

PATTERSON 

Actually, the Cheyennes. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Cheyenne, Arapahos, okay. 

PATTERSON 

Or any of the Indians who lived around Colony. We were the only 

Caddos. It was Cheyenne and Arapaho mainly. We were the only 

Caddos because of my grandmother’s allotment far away from the 

Caddos. 

BAYHYLLE 

I see. They’re that community. That’s right. You said that. 

PATTERSON 

But my dad would take us down to Binger, where the Caddos were. 

Oh, the Caddos loved to dance. I just went to a Caddo dance in 

Oklahoma in March. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me a little bit about that. What kind of dancing is that? Is that 

like a war dance or a powwow, or is it different? 

PATTERSON 

Just talking about the Caddo dances now, the Caddo dances were 

mainly animal dances, although some of the Cheyennes were. The 

Caddo dances and the ones I just did in March, we have the Turkey 

Dance, the Alligator Dance, the Duck Dance, the Fish Dance. That 

picture right there that my sister painted, that’s the Caddo women 

doing the Fish Dance. She also painted that one. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, those are lovely. 

PATTERSON 

And my sister’s pottery. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Is that your sister Jackie? 

PATTERSON 

My sister Carol, the older sister, yes. Geri [phonetic] is the one who 

does the pottery. But anyhow, so the Caddos mainly do dances, 

and, of course, they do stomp dance, which is wonderful. Everyone 

does stomp dance, I think. So my dad would take us down to 

Binger. A couple of the families there had a place where you could 

dance, and so they would dance practically all night. I doubt if we 

ever stayed all night, but we’d go and then we’d go back home. Oh, 

it was fun to go to the dances, and they’d do Forty-Nine Dances too. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did you dance, too, as well as your father, I guess, and his family? 

Did children dance as well? 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, we danced. We did social dances, but we weren’t powwow 

dancers. I mean, there were eight of us and we were poor. We 

didn’t have regalia to wear, so we just danced with a shawl when 

we went to a powwow. But when you go to the Caddo dances or 

when we danced at the Community Building, you didn’t need to be 

in a shawl. Everyone just danced. We did the social dances, and we 

did the two-step, you know, the Indian two-step. The Cheyennes 

also did Rabbit Dance, Bear Dance, Buffalo Dance. I forgot what 

else. 

BAYHYLLE 

Snake Dance, I would imagine. 

PATTERSON 

Probably Snake Dance, uh-huh, yeah. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you had plenty of opportunity to participate as a child or as a 

young person. 
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PATTERSON 

Oh, yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

So when you came out here, then, and you made new friends and 

then reunited with old friends, people that had come out, you 

started doing sort of your own activities. But at the same time you 

were doing it with Indian people, is that right? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did you have very many non-Indian friends or people that you 

socialized with? 

PATTERSON 

Only at work, only at work. I’m trying to think of any at all besides 

the ones that I knew at work, and I didn’t really socialize with them. 

I knew them at work and were friends with them. 

BAYHYLLE 

But most of your people that you met socially, then, after work and 

on weekends were other Indian people. Is that right? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they were either people who had come out here on relocation or 

fellows that were here from the service and just staying or other 

people that came through. But that was your community then. You 

sort of recreated the community for yourself. 

PATTERSON 
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Right. And with the Indian community in the greater Los Angeles 

area, and with that I include Orange County because that’s 

considered part of the greater Los Angeles area, they didn’t 

necessarily all live in one place, but wherever they worked, they 

would usually live as close to work as they could. They didn’t 

congregate in little communities anywhere. 

BAYHYLLE 

So if they worked in the aerospace industry, they had their homes 

near the plants, some plants there. 

PATTERSON 

Downey. 

BAYHYLLE 

Or steel mill. Then you have to live, or you can— 

PATTERSON 

And Inglewood. There was big aerospace there. So, yeah, people 

mostly, like anyone else, lived near where they work. So, yeah, the 

Indian community even—isn’t it interesting how you ask that 

question about if I had non-Indian friends? And I really didn’t at the 

time. 

BAYHYLLE 

It also sounds like a lot of your friends were from Oklahoma and 

from a similar tribe as yours geographically and culturally. Did you 

have any other friends that were not from Oklahoma or people that 

you had never met before? 

PATTERSON 

At Haskell, yeah. My roommate, Pecita Norwood, she was Delaware 

from Delaware. I’m trying to think. Now, my first husband was 

Kiowa and he was from Anadarko. As a matter of fact, the way I 

met him was when I was working at the BIA, I was drinking water 

at the water fountain out in the hallway once and this guy came up 

behind me and said, “Hi, Carol,” my older sister, who everyone used 
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to always think we were twins, and she hated it. And I turned 

around and I said, “I’m not Carol.” Then he looked—because Carol 

worked in Anadarko. Then I guess he realized I wasn’t, and he said, 

“Well, who are you?” I said, “I’m Mary. I’m Carol’s sister.” So that’s 

how I got to know him. 

BAYHYLLE 

At the water cooler. 

PATTERSON 

At the water cooler. He had come out on relocation. It seems like I 

was mainly attracted to people from Oklahoma, though. Maybe it 

just worked out that way. But my best friend, who became my best 

friend out here eventually, was Margie Powers (maiden name). She 

was Margie—when I first met her, her maiden name—well, she’s 

Oneida. Then she married another Oneida, Ernie Stevens, and Ernie 

and my first husband, Bob McKenzie were really good friends and 

we were really good friends. Our children were all the same age. So 

she was Oneida, and I did have other friends. I just have to think 

about it, the different tribes, but I guess mostly from Oklahoma. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you created this second community or family situation for 

yourself out here in California with people that came from similar 

backgrounds in Oklahoma and similar cultural sort of affiliations. 

You went to the powwows as often as you could, wherever they 

were held. Tell me some other things. You mentioned about being 

very involved in sports and athletic activities. 

PATTERSON 

There was a church in Los Angeles, not too far from downtown Los 

Angeles, Hargrave’s Church, and if you say the name Hargrave’s 

Church, everyone who was here then probably was there at one 

time. It was an interdenominational Protestant church, and all tribes 

of Indians went there. 

BAYHYLLE 
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How did he recruit people, or how did they know about this church? 

PATTERSON 

How did they know about the church? Well, I found out about it 

because they started a basketball team. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s one way to proselytize. 

PATTERSON 

Exactly, and the rule was you had to go to church at least once a 

month or twice a month in order to play. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s a second way to get people into the church. 

PATTERSON 

That’s a second way to get people into the church. But they also 

had Sunday dinners there, so it was potluck. So I met a lot of 

different tribes there, and there our basketball team—let’s see, 

Joycetta Elliot, she was Joycetta Bear when she was at Riverside in 

Anadarko, she was Kiowa. Vi Dover was Apache. I don’t remember 

Vi’s maiden name. And Winnie James, who’s Chickasaw. Wanda and 

Jean Tynetiah, of course, they were Edmunds and Geimausaddle at 

the time, they were Kiowa, and I was Caddo-Potawatomi. Francis 

Cully, I believe she was Creek. So all tribes. Navajo. I played 

basketball with Navajos. So there were a lot of different tribes 

there. That’s when I started knowing more tribes, I think. So we 

went to church. 

BAYHYLLE 

At least twice a month. 

PATTERSON 

At least twice a month, played basketball, and then they also had a 

volleyball team, coed volleyball team. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Oh, that was fun. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, in the church league. Now, some of the big white churches, 

oh, man, they were good, and we weren’t very good at all at 

volleyball. I think none of us had actually seriously played before. 

We just played for fun, but it was fun. We’d have practice, and then 

we’d go— 

BAYHYLLE 

Compete somewhere. 

PATTERSON 

Compete, and we always got beat so bad, but afterward, we’d go to 

someone’s house and eat and stuff, visit. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you played basketball. There was teams then available for both 

men and women, I would imagine, right, through the church, 

through Hargrave’s Church, some volleyball games that you were 

able to put together a team. What other kinds of sports, then, did 

you— 

PATTERSON 

I don’t remember the exact year, but my baby, Carol, was very 

young, so it had to be in the early sixties, early to mid sixties, that 

the Indian Athletic Association was formed. My husband, Bob, Ernie 

Stevens— 

BAYHYLLE 

That was the American Indian Athletic Association. 

PATTERSON 

American Indian Athletic Association. Bill Barnett were some of the 

original—we were the ones who formed the organization. That was 
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really big for many years, both softball and basketball, and 

occasionally they would have track for the kids, track meets for the 

kids. 

BAYHYLLE 

Really. 

PATTERSON 

Uh-huh. 

BAYHYLLE 

How long do you think that was in operation or fully functioning, 

that Athletic Association activity? 

PATTERSON 

Into the seventies and eighties, perhaps. 

BAYHYLLE 

So a good twenty, twenty-five years, perhaps, in various forms or 

various iterations. 

PATTERSON 

Uh-huh, and mostly basketball, I think, for a long time. So, yeah, so 

that really brought the Indians together. 

BAYHYLLE 

So then you started with you and your family or your husband or 

your girlfriends and so on, and then did your children continue in it 

as well to some extent? 

PATTERSON 

Well, they were very young when it started. They weren’t even 

going to school yet probably. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, they were just toddlers. 

PATTERSON 
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Yeah. But eventually they did play in the Indian League, but not 

seriously. I know when I was a member of First Indian Baptist, they 

put a team in the basketball league, in the Indian League, and they 

were very bad. They never were very good. They were mostly 

young kids, and the pastor, Wayne Bailey, played. They won hardly 

any games. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you lived out here, then, on your own. How long do you think 

you lived out here before you got married? 

PATTERSON 

Oh, I know exactly how long. I came out in February of 1955 and I 

got married in February of 1956. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. Okay, so a year you were out here single, and 

then you got married in ’56 and started a family, I would imagine. 

PATTERSON 

Started a family. 

BAYHYLLE 

I know your older sister was out here then, is that right? 

PATTERSON 

No, my older sister was in Anadarko. 

BAYHYLLE 

Okay. Did you have any relatives out here at all? 

PATTERSON 

I had no relatives out here. My cousin Laverne had come out, and 

his family, had come out on relocation, but they were not out here a 

long time. They came out here twice. The first time they were out 

here they lived in Pomona, which is a long ways away. 
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BAYHYLLE 

In those days it was a very long ways away, right. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, and I was working full time and raising kids. It just was difficult 

to— 

BAYHYLLE 

Right, to get together. 

PATTERSON 

To get together. So I saw him a few times. He came to church a few 

times, and then the second time he came in, I believed he lived in 

Long Beach, and I did see him several times then. They came to the 

house. But then they went back to Oklahoma again. They weren’t 

out here very long, so I never had any relatives out here. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was that like? Was that hard? 

PATTERSON 

It was hard sometimes. There were times when I was working when 

I had a hard time finding a babysitter, and I’d just wish, oh, I had 

a— 

BAYHYLLE 

Your sister was around. 

PATTERSON 

My sister, someone, just for a few days to watch the kids. It was 

very hard working. I raised five kids pretty much on my own. It was 

very difficult. Yeah, I feel for women who have to work and find a 

babysitter. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right. And juggle all the different things. 
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PATTERSON 

It’s a wonder I didn’t get arrested for putting children in danger, but 

it’s either eat or not, you know. 

BAYHYLLE 

You have to make some choices. That’s right. 

PATTERSON 

You have to make choices. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did you go back to Oklahoma very often? 

PATTERSON 

In the early days I didn’t. I just plain old couldn’t afford it. Then 

later on we would go back maybe once a year, but not always, 

maybe every other year. 

BAYHYLLE 

Were you able to take the children with you? 

PATTERSON 

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. 

BAYHYLLE 

Everyone went. 

PATTERSON 

My kids were all born out here. We would be back in Oklahoma 

about half a day and they’d already be talking like Okies. [laughs] 

They loved going back there. 

BAYHYLLE 

They’re very adaptable, children. 

PATTERSON 

Aren’t they, though? 
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BAYHYLLE 

Most of them, right. They just go with the flow. 

PATTERSON 

And they have so many cousins back there. They love all that. 

BAYHYLLE 

Just surrounded with the culture. Did that bother you or give you 

any cause for concern? 

PATTERSON 

Not having family around? 

BAYHYLLE 

Or not being able to raise your children in that— 

PATTERSON 

In that environment more? There were times that it did. I actually 

had a good job. I worked for the gas company, and then I went on 

maternity leave after I worked for the BIA. Then after I got married, 

I quit working for a few months, and then I went back to work, and 

I went to work for the gas company. I worked there for about a 

year and a half, and then I went on maternity leave when my first 

child was born. When I went back to work, it was not quite five 

years. It was a month short of five years, and I went right back to 

work for the gas company because I could just get hired 

immediately and they had pretty good wages. So then I worked 

there. Eventually, I retired from there. So I had a pretty good job 

and I enjoyed the work and I liked the climate. Nothing beats the 

California climate. So I have never lived in Oklahoma as an adult, 

and to tell the truth, I was kind of spoiled. When I’d go back there, 

everyone was glad to see me, and I don’t know how glad they’d be 

to see me if I lived there. Maybe I’d be fighting with them or 

whatever. I did have friends out here, and I was very involved in 

the First Indian Baptist Church, raised my kids there, and was 
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involved in athletics. So I did miss my family, but they were all busy 

working too. 

BAYHYLLE 

And raising their families. 

PATTERSON 

And raising their families. Now when I go back, they’re all retired 

like I am, and we have time to visit. That time is really precious 

now, now that we’re all getting older. 

BAYHYLLE 

The time that you were at the BIA then and working in that section 

with primarily the singles then and coordinating their paperwork and 

processing other kinds of documents, and you had also experience 

with relocation, other people, your cousin Laverne, and all of your 

other friends and their husbands and their situations, what is your 

overall impression of their relocation experience? I’m sure they 

must have shared stories with you or you knew, saw firsthand. 

PATTERSON 

Well, first of all, my cousin Laverne, he was married to a Kiowa girl. 

I don’t know about him, but I know that she was lonesome for her 

family, and she may have been the one who persuaded him to go 

back to Oklahoma. I don’t know, and maybe he wanted to also. I 

don’t know. I know that many people would be lonesome for family. 

BAYHYLLE 

Their community. 

PATTERSON 

And the community, maybe a smaller life where the community is 

closer to one another. I don’t know. I grew up on a farm and all I 

ever wanted to do was get away from the farm. I did not like living 

in a small town. I don’t know about anyone else, but back in the 

fifties in a small town in Oklahoma the Indians were—well, just say 

it like it is. The white people just thought they were better than the 
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Indians and the Indians were somewhat discriminated against. As a 

matter of fact, my best friends all the way through school from 

when I started in the fifth grade there were Carol, Carol May Pulis, 

and Gwendola Scales, my very best friends, and they were white. 

My cousin Laverne, and his sister, Maryann Cross, were in my same 

class and had Indian friends in the class, and Maryann was one of 

my best friends. We stayed overnight with each other a lot. Our 

dads were brothers. But the white people there in town—and this 

was a farming community, and some of them were pretty wealthy—

they all had parties a lot on the weekends. Especially during the 

summer they all had a lot of parties, and the Indians were never 

invited to the parties. Even a party at my friend’s house I wasn’t 

invited. I’m sure it wasn’t her, but the family. So it was a little 

different, but during the summer I actually think we had a better 

time. We had the Indian Community Building. We lived in this little 

town, Colony, where the school population was only about a 

hundred total, grade school, high school, everything, so there 

weren’t that many people. There were five churches in town, and 

dancing was a sin, so we didn’t have proms or dances or anything, 

but the Indians had dances. We had Community Building and we 

danced. We did our dances. In the summertime we always had a 

powwow. There were six girls in our family, although the two 

younger ones were too young to play at the time, but we had our 

own softball team, us four older ones and some of my cousins and 

some of the other Indian girls. We had our own softball team, and 

all summer long we traveled all around playing softball. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness, games. 

PATTERSON 

You know how Indians like to play softball. We’d go everywhere all 

over western Oklahoma playing softball, and they would come to 

Colony and play. This was mainly on Sundays that we’d play 

softball, because we worked in the cotton fields. I grew up on a 

cotton farm, and we worked hard all week and usually Saturday till 
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noon. So we’d play softball, and we went all over, played every 

town around there, Fort Cobb, Anadarko, just everywhere, over on 

the—can’t even think of all the towns we played in, and, of course, 

in our own town, Colony. So we really had our own social life there, 

and maybe that’s why when I came to California, why I would 

automatically look to Indians to be my friends, because I knew they 

were my friends. That doesn’t mean that I haven’t had—especially 

at work when I worked at the gas company so long, I had some 

very good friends there. This girl Vivian Oliver came to work in my 

section. She was the first black person I ever knew. There weren’t 

any black people at Colony. There were some in Clinton and I would 

see them occasionally when we went to Clinton. So Vivian Oliver 

worked in my section, and she was the first black person I knew, 

and she was my good friend. I eventually had several friends of 

many different colors and ethnic races, because you know how 

California is, a real melting pot here. Vivian was one of the smartest 

and certainly the most wittiest person I ever knew. She was so 

funny. Anyhow, to this day she’s my friend, although I never see 

her. She lives in Los Angeles, and I never go over there. Every two 

or three years there’s a group of about six of us, we get together 

and have lunch somewhere, from the gas company, and she’s one 

of those. So I think I just trust Indians more, and with Indian men, 

I trust Indian men and I don’t trust white men because of my 

experience growing up. They weren’t nice to Indians. On the surface 

they would be. So, it’s funny. Just in the fifties—O.U. [University of 

Oklahoma] wasn’t even integrated until the fifties. 1954, first black 

person went to O.U. None of the schools were. The Indians in 

Colony were probably thought of as the black people would have 

been in the South, sort of. 

BAYHYLLE 

You mentioned that your cousin Laverne and/or his wife and some 

of the other people were homesick for home and their family and 

their culture and so on. What other kinds of issues do you think the 

relocation people might cause them to have some problems out 
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here or not have things go so well? Did you ever hear of any other 

situations? 

PATTERSON 

I didn’t, but I can think of problems just like I had. If you didn’t 

have any family for hard times, like if I needed a babysitter— 

BAYHYLLE 

Or you were sick. 

PATTERSON 

Or when you were sick or one of the kids is sick, or just to borrow 

some money if you needed something like that, and healthcare. 

Back in Oklahoma they had the Indian Health Service that was 

prominent, and out here there wasn’t any. Eventually, there was a 

Health Clinic in Compton that started. 

BAYHYLLE 

That didn’t start until the seventies, right? 

PATTERSON 

No, I know. 

BAYHYLLE 

What did Indian people do for healthcare, then, from the fifties 

onward or from the time they came out here? 

PATTERSON 

I don’t know, because I always worked someplace where they had— 

BAYHYLLE 

A health plan. 

PATTERSON 

A health plan, so I don’t know. I imagine they just made do, go to 

an emergency room somewhere. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Or find a physician, a doctor somewhere or something to take care 

of their bad tooth or something. 

PATTERSON 

Or maybe when they went back to the rez. I know Winnie [James] 

went back to Oklahoma, to Ada, where they have a Health Service 

there, and I think they worked on her teeth there, because I think 

she doesn’t have health coverage. I’m fortunate I do have health 

coverage through my old employer, very fortunate, including dental. 

No one gets that anymore. 

BAYHYLLE 

Yes, or vision. I just wonder, people who came out on relocation, 

then, a lot of them seem to be, at least from the literature and 

experience I was hearing, came out with their families, and a lot of 

them had either started family out here very quickly or they had 

young ones when they came out already, which means school and 

all that kind of thing. I would imagine children got some healthcare 

from the school nurse because the schools almost all had, at least 

then, had a school nurse who might take care of a cold or scratches. 

But where did they go when their children were seriously ill and 

needed an operation or something else? 

PATTERSON 

I’m thinking they just went to, like, emergency care. I think most of 

the hospitals did have emergency rooms during those days. They 

don’t anymore for anyone hardly. 

BAYHYLLE 

Yeah, hardly ever anywhere around. 

PATTERSON 

Healthcare is a problem. I have to say that I don’t know. 

BAYHYLLE 

What about the jobs that the people were placed in? Did you ever 

hear any stories about what that work was like or whether it was 
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going well, whether there were problems or what the situations 

were, the fellows and the women who did work in relocation jobs? 

PATTERSON 

I think most of them enjoyed the work. I can think of just my 

friends, of course, that I knew. I think they all enjoyed the work. 

Almost all of them who came from Haskell had really good training. 

They had really good skills. 

BAYHYLLE 

Already, that they brought with them. 

PATTERSON 

They brought with them. And the ones who went through the 

business section like I did had very good skills for working in an 

office. 

BAYHYLLE 

Because it’s not just the skills itself, typing and stenography, but it’s 

sort of this work ethic as well as your etiquette and your conduct 

and how to present yourself and conduct yourself in a business 

setting. 

PATTERSON 

They actually taught that at Haskell in our courses. We did practice 

interviews, for instance. For the interviews we were required to 

dress the part, although it can be difficult when you don’t have any 

money. I worked on Saturdays at doing housekeeping downtown in 

Lawrence for a lady for the whole time I was there, and that’s the 

only money that I had. During the summer between my first and 

second year I came home and worked in the cotton fields like I 

always did, and I saved that money to buy some clothes. But there 

were kids at Haskell who had a lot of money. Their tribes gave them 

money. Like the northern Indians, they all had money for clothes, 

and then I think they would even get money during the year for 

spending money. 
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BAYHYLLE 

So they had their own annuities, perhaps, their own leases, 

perhaps. 

PATTERSON 

Or I think the tribe had set aside money for them to go to school. 

Now, my tribe didn’t have that. They helped us with the paperwork 

when we went to Haskell, but we didn’t have any money. So I know 

some of the kids at Haskell did have money and I know I never did 

have any money. I don’t remember how I ever dressed for an 

interview. My mother made clothes. We all made our clothes. My 

mother was a fabulous seamstress. That’s how she made her extra 

money. I remember the Seminole patchwork. My daughter made 

that. She actually made it for something else and that was a 

leftover that I made my tiebacks with. 

BAYHYLLE 

There on the drapes, yes. 

PATTERSON 

On the drape. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, that’s lovely. 

PATTERSON 

Anyhow, she did Seminole patchwork. That’s the vision of my 

mother, sitting at the sewing machine sewing and sewing. She 

would just make yards and yards of all different kinds of—and then 

she would just roll it up and just sell it by the roll to the stores in 

Anadarko. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. 

PATTERSON 
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She could really sew. She could sew anything. See that picture? 

This is when we lived near Fort Bliss near Las Cruces. My dad was in 

the service, and that’s Carol, me, Jodi, and Geri. Well, you can’t see 

in that picture, but our dresses are all made of the same material. 

We hated that. She would buy material for me and Carol to make us 

a dress, but she would move it around and this way and that way, 

so she would have leftover to make a dress for Jodi and Geri. 

Everywhere we went, we had the same material. We just hated 

that. But she was an excellent seamstress, so she made extra 

money by sewing. Oh, she was good at that. She was fast. When 

we were little, she made all our clothes and taught us how to sew, 

of course. My older sister, Carol, is an excellent seamstress. She 

made her dress. She made her shawl. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, that’s a beautiful pattern. 

PATTERSON 

Isn’t it, though? She sews for other people. She doesn’t sew so 

much anymore because she just turned seventy-seven. She said 

she doesn’t have so much time. She has so many grandchildren. I 

made my own dress. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s a beautiful color. 

PATTERSON 

Geri made hers. Jodi has suffered from rheumatoid arthritis since, 

like, her mid forties or something, so she said she can’t sew 

anymore, and it hurts my hands to sew anymore too. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s a beautiful picture. 

PATTERSON 

Isn’t it a good picture, though? 
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BAYHYLLE 

It’s a beautiful picture. Yes, it is. Everyone looks so happy. 

PATTERSON 

The dance was just over. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you had that feeling— 

PATTERSON 

We still were all happy. 

BAYHYLLE 

—euphoria that you get from a dance. 

PATTERSON 

There had to be forty people taking pictures of us at the time, too, 

all our— 

BAYHYLLE 

Your relatives. 

PATTERSON 

The relatives, nephews, nieces, and everyone were all taking 

pictures of us at the time. We were really having a good time there. 

Then we went out to eat and we had such a good time. Anyway, my 

mother was an excellent seamstress and she made extra money 

sewing. 

BAYHYLLE 

My impression of some of these experiences of the relocation people 

is that, as you’ve said, some of the people came with good skills 

already, good skill sets and good training and experiences, so they 

were able to translate that, transport those with them, bring them 

with them to their new jobs and new situations. I’m just wondering 

about some of the other people that maybe didn’t have that training 
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either in school or with their families or in their own communities, 

and so they’re just coming out from the reservation or another 

boarding school just sort of raw and really— 

PATTERSON 

That’s true, but back in the fifties in California, you could just pick a 

job off a tree, practically. It’s nothing like it is now. I feel bad for 

people now trying to work. But they had set up relationships with 

companies and would refer them with a letter of recommendation to 

the company. Like the aerospace companies, they had a lot of 

assembly-line work, so they just trained on the job, and I think 

those were a lot of the jobs that people had, like Bethlehem Steel. 

I’m trying to think of some of the other places that regularly hired 

the Indians from the Relocation Office, because some of the big 

companies did most of the hiring. 

BAYHYLLE 

As a steel company, it sounds like the predominant requirement 

would be a strong back. 

PATTERSON 

Exactly. That’s what my friend was saying. 

BAYHYLLE 

And very capable and able. And aerospace, perhaps just the ability 

to be fast and use your hands and keep things moving and 

producing, production. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, I know where they placed some of them. The garment district. I 

remember this one— 

BAYHYLLE 

Men and women? Mostly women? 

PATTERSON 
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Mostly women. I’m thinking it may have been all women who 

worked in the garment district, and that’s right downtown L.A. I 

think that might be why they could get cheap housing for them up 

on Bunker Hill, hence the movie. That’s because it was close 

walking distance down to the garment district. But they did 

piecework, and so the faster you were, the more money you made. 

I don’t know if they got a basic salary and then piecework was— 

BAYHYLLE 

Extra. 

PATTERSON 

Extra. I don’t know exactly how piecework is set up, and I guess it 

depends on the company. But I know those companies didn’t have 

any benefits, no medical, just the job. But I know one of the girls 

who lived in that hotel where I lived for a while, I know she made 

really good money. 

BAYHYLLE 

And she worked in the garment district? 

PATTERSON 

She worked in the garment district. She said she was really good at 

piecework. I guess she possibly could already sew. Her mother may 

have taught her how to sew. So she said she made really good 

money. 

BAYHYLLE 

And was fast. 

PATTERSON 

And was fast. That’s the thing. You had to be fast. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s the other thing. You could be good, but you had to be fast. 

PATTERSON 
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And actually you probably had to be more fast than good, probably. 

BAYHYLLE 

I’m wondering, do you have any thoughts on people who came out 

then and were placed in these different industries, light industry or 

some of the other industries? The people that came out, were they 

tested or given any sort of aptitude testing or anything? 

PATTERSON 

At the Relocation Office? 

BAYHYLLE 

Yes. 

PATTERSON 

Not that I know of. 

BAYHYLLE 

To gauge their skills or interests or anything. 

PATTERSON 

I never saw it going on. 

BAYHYLLE 

You wouldn’t say anything about it? 

PATTERSON 

It’s possible that the employees, the BIA employees who worked 

with them may have discussed it in their interviews, but I don’t 

know. I don’t know why they wouldn’t. Doesn’t it just seem like 

common sense to? 

BAYHYLLE 

It does, because I don’t know if the BIA would be so concerned 

about their interests maybe. They were just interested in finding 

them a job, any job that would pay a wage, living wage, or not even 

a living wage, just a wage. But I’m wondering how did different 
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people get matched up to different kinds of industries. For example, 

why weren’t women—and they were, I think, later placed in 

assembly work— 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, right, would have been at the aerospace or whatever. 

BAYHYLLE 

—which was very similar to garment, because materials are 

materials. 

PATTERSON 

But I think in that time that was just probably a little bit before 

women were trying to do anything. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right. That’s right. That’s true. That was before, though, the sort of 

Women’s Movement, way before the Women’s Movement. 

PATTERSON 

Exactly. So I think people just had a certain mindset about what 

they could do. I don’t even remember them placing anyone in 

waitressing jobs or anything like that, but I don’t know for sure. But 

I’m thinking that there’s probably Indians who were placed in jobs 

who eventually found better jobs for themselves once they got to 

know the area and got cars and were mobile and were smart. 

BAYHYLLE 

Saw other opportunities. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, and went to school on their own, things like that. 

BAYHYLLE 

I just ask that because someone else mentioned someone was 

having trouble with the math skills or passing some kind of a math 

test or something they had given him, so they placed him in 
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something called direct employment or direct placement or 

something, which was just sort of like a general category. They’d 

just send him out and if he made it, fine, if he didn’t, come back, 

we’d send you another place, because he wasn’t able to qualify for 

any of the sort of semiskilled— 

PATTERSON 

That’s [unclear] screening, is it? 

BAYHYLLE 

I’m not sure what those categories, those would be. Yeah, so that’s 

like a form of screening or form of testing and then finding out your 

aptitude. I just wonder whether you had ever had any experience 

with that or anyone else that you knew— 

PATTERSON 

I don’t know. 

BAYHYLLE 

—had gone through that. 

PATTERSON 

I can’t say. I should have paid more attention. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, you were very busy. You were very busy and young, and it all 

went so fast for you, I’m sure. What was the best part about living 

in Los Angeles for you in those years? 

PATTERSON 

I enjoyed living in the city. Remember I said before I don’t really 

like small towns and I’m afraid of the country at night. When I saw 

In Cold Blood—did you ever see that movie In Cold Blood? 

BAYHYLLE 

Yes, I did. 
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PATTERSON 

Or read the book, when I read the book, when I first read the book, 

I forever was afraid of the country at nighttime. Those poor 

Clutters. [laughs] But I’ve always liked the city, even though now in 

my age I dance several times a week, just line dancing, and I don’t 

go too far. I go places close by. Sunday, I went to Santa Ana to the 

Elks over there. They have a big dance some Sundays. I like being 

around people, but I’m a real loner. I just like to know they’re 

around somewhere, not necessarily right on me, but I have a 

comfort in having people around, and I don’t know why. I just 

couldn’t wait to get away from the farm. It just always seemed so— 

BAYHYLLE 

It’s very isolated. 

PATTERSON 

Isolated, lonely, sort of. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you crave sort of the hustle and bustle and lots of interaction 

with other human beings, and yet you can be isolated yourself. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, it’s a fact. You can be more isolated in the city than you can in 

the small town. In the small town everybody knows your business, 

and I hated that. You can’t not know everyone. You have to say hi 

to everyone. In the city you can smile and nod, but they don’t have 

to know your business. My neighbors don’t have to know my 

business. 

BAYHYLLE 

You have your own autonomy then. 

PATTERSON 

Your have your own autonomy in a city to the degree that you want 

it, almost. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Just to wrap this up, this first session, what’s the worst part about 

living in Los Angeles or in a big city? 

PATTERSON 

Now I would say it’s probably the traffic. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was it for you then when you were working? 

PATTERSON 

Working in the big city? I’d have to say probably transportation. 

Even though there was public transportation, things are far away in 

Los Angeles. Now, some cities it might not be that. Like if you went 

to New York, you wouldn’t have that problem. They have the 

subways and buses and everything. Out here, if you don’t have a 

car, you’re just pretty much stranded. 

BAYHYLLE 

You’re precluded from a lot of places on a regular basis or wherever 

you desire. 

PATTERSON 

Right. Probably the transportation. 

BAYHYLLE 

I’m going to stop the machine here at this point, if that’s okay with 

you. 

PATTERSON 

That’s fine. [End of May 16, 2011 interview] 

1.2. SESSION 2 

JUNE 7, 2011 

BAYHYLLE 
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This is Ruth Bayhylle. The date today is June 7, 2011. I am in 

Buena Park [California] at the home of Mary Patterson. We are 

resuming a conversation we had last month, wasn’t it, in May? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

We were still in May. Mary, I just have a few questions that sort of 

developed out of our discussion the last time, and these are just 

sort of general observations or questions that I have. If you have 

anything else that you would like to contribute or anything that sort 

of comes to mind, feel free to add it or to discuss something else 

that maybe you’ve thought about since the last time we spoke. I 

think you got a good idea of some of the things we were interested 

in finding out about what life was like in Los Angeles for Indian 

people during this period, several decades, actually, for most 

people. I know you spoke about this a little bit the last time, but can 

you describe how you were treated by your home community when 

you returned to Oklahoma for your visits? 

PATTERSON 

Oh, wonderfully. In fact, that’s one of the benefits of my being in 

California and so far away from my family is that they’re always 

glad to see me, even fifty-six years later. I don’t know how it would 

have been if I had lived there. I never lived in Oklahoma as an 

adult. The first time I went back was at Christmastime the first year 

that I was out here, and I rode back with another couple who had 

come out on relocation, Mamie and Phil Bohay was from Carnegie 

and I rode back with them. They dropped me off at the family farm 

at Colony and went on down to Carnegie, and then I came back on 

the train. They were all happy to see me. They were always—to this 

day, we’re always happy to see each other. Of eight children, we’re 

all still alive. My parents, of course, are gone. 

BAYHYLLE 
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It sounds like you never experienced this or don’t have any 

recollection of it, but you may have witnessed it, perhaps, or heard 

of it, of any resentment or any tension that someone may have felt, 

say, in the same situation, going back home for a visit or meeting 

folks from back there? Describe any examples, maybe, that you 

may have witnessed or experienced or heard about. 

PATTERSON 

I can’t speak of anyone specifically, but I remember there were 

some girls, some Navajo girls that we played basketball with, and 

this one girl wanted to get married. She actually was dating 

somebody out here, someone that she liked who was not Navajo, 

but she said her parents, specifically her dad, didn’t want her to 

marry anyone but a Navajo. She actually went back home and her 

dad arranged for her to get married. She married someone from 

back there. I can’t remember if she came back out here, but I 

believe that she did. She had a good job. She worked, played 

basketball. She was active. But she wanted to get married and she 

went back home. I don’t know if her family had any resentment 

about her having come out here. I imagine they wanted her at 

home, but I don’t know if there was any resentment. From being 

out here, I can’t recall anything like that, but I remember growing 

up at Colony in Oklahoma, that some of the older Indians didn’t 

specifically push their children to go to school. They didn’t care if 

they went or not, as opposed to my mother, who was so fixed on us 

getting education. So we were lucky in that respect, but some of the 

older Indians there, they said, “That’s the white man’s way and you 

don’t need to go to school. We’re just fine.” I don’t know of anyone 

specifically out here. If I did, I’ve forgotten or I just wasn’t paying 

attention. 

BAYHYLLE 

It came up in a couple of other interviews that people had 

experienced when they’d gone home, but there were a couple of 

people who were out here on relocation, they went back home, then 

came back out again, so they have sort of this dual experience. One 
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woman said it was just outright resentment people had towards her 

husband for having this opportunity, and I’m not sure what the 

circumstances were, whether they felt that he’d squandered it or 

whether they felt that he didn’t deserve it or now he was home. I 

think she said something about they asked him one time, they said, 

“What do you think, you’re too good for us?” Or something. “You’ve 

been to the big city and now you’re—.” Describe any of that that 

you ever heard or that you were aware of or experienced. 

PATTERSON 

My cousin Laverne came out on relocation, he and his wife and his 

children, and they didn’t really like it out here that much. They 

enjoyed being in Oklahoma and they went back. I don’t remember 

how long they were here the first time, maybe a year. But when he 

went back, he couldn’t find work, so he came back out on relocation 

again. They paid for his way again, which I kind of resented because 

no one paid my way out or bought me even one stick of furniture. 

BAYHYLLE 

They loaned you a hundred dollars that you had to pay back. 

PATTERSON 

They loaned me a hundred dollars, which I paid back, yes. But I 

didn’t resent Laverne being out here. He was one of my favorite 

cousins. He and I were in the same grade, so I enjoyed him being 

out here, although he lived a ways from me. So I was working, he 

was working, we had family, so we didn’t see each other often. I 

think that’s how it is out here because the greater Los Angeles area, 

that includes Orange County for me, is really spread out and you 

just don’t run into each other at the store or getting gas or 

whatever. You’re in your own community and your children are 

going to one school and they’re playing sports there maybe and the 

other children are somewhere else. You have to make an effort out 

here to be part of the Indian community. There’s no little 

segregated area where people live. Wherever their jobs are, they 
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usually live close there, so you have to make an effort to be part of 

any community. 

BAYHYLLE 

So did Laverne experience or mention any hard feelings or 

observations anybody had? 

PATTERSON 

He did. He said that especially his wife’s family—he was married to 

a Kiowa girl, and they really wanted her around, around them, and 

she was from Carnegie also. So I think she put pressure on him. I 

think she wanted to live back there, too, near her family. He wasn’t 

a gossipy person or a mean person of any kind, and I don’t ever 

remember him saying that, but I’m pretty sure his wife wanted to 

go back home and that her family wanted her to go back home. My 

Uncle Bill and Aunt Edna, his parents, I wouldn’t see them being 

resentful in any way. They were very— 

BAYHYLLE 

Supportive? 

PATTERSON 

Supportive, kind people, yes. I remember my Aunt Edna, she had 

the cleanest house in town. I never went to her house when her 

house had any mess or anything. I don’t know why I brought that 

out; it’s how I remember Aunt Edna. We’re sitting there beading, 

sitting at the table beading. She was a Cheyenne lady— 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

—and was one of the best bead workers that I ever knew. 

BAYHYLLE 

They can really bead, can’t they? 
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PATTERSON 

Oh, yes, wonderful. 

BAYHYLLE 

Wonderful colors and designs. 

PATTERSON 

She made me a pair of moccasins when I was in the Indian Club at 

Haskell. I had never had a dress before. My mother made me a 

Caddo dress and my Aunt Edna beaded me some moccasins— 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

—and someone stole my entire— 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. 

PATTERSON 

—regalia. 

BAYHYLLE 

That happened a lot at boarding school, I think. If not your Indian 

clothes, something else would turn up missing, I think. 

PATTERSON 

And I hated it, just because my mom had made it for me. It was 

special to me, and then the moccasins that my aunt beaded, and 

they were worth so much more than someone could have gotten for 

them, to me emotionally, so yeah. But I don’t think he had any 

resentment from his parents, I really don’t. So I’m not helpful in 

that respect. 

BAYHYLLE 
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That’s another positive element of your experience and your 

cousins’ experience, because you had the one friend whose family 

was able to reach back from the reservation and pull this young girl 

back, still control her, I mean, for whatever it’s worth, control her 

life and define for her who she’s going to be and who she’s going to 

marry and so on. Then you have your cousin’s experience where he 

and his choice was totally supported by his family and community 

and they just wanted the best for him, whether it was out here or 

there. I think that’s the ultimate. It was interesting, though, your 

comment about that it takes a lot of commitment and hard work to 

stay connected to this community. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

Talk a little bit more about that, if you could, because we are spread 

out. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. When I first came out, I lived close downtown to the Relocation 

Office. I walked to work from my room, my hotel room. The way I 

got connected was I worked in the Relocation Office and people 

came in that I knew. Several of my friends from Haskell came. I got 

an apartment with one of my friends, Pecita Norwood, and we 

roomed together. Then next door in the same apartment building 

were other girls. In fact, Winnie [James] lived next door to me. Her 

sister was my neighbor, so that’s how I got to know— 

BAYHYLLE 

Her older sis. 

PATTERSON 

Her older sister, Daisy. So that’s how I got to know people and 

that’s how I knew that Mamie and Phil Bohay were out here. That’s 

how they knew me, because I worked in the office, because they 

were powwow people. Most of Kiowas were there, and when they 
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would go to powwows, they lived close to downtown, and a lot of 

the powwows were in Inglewood and some out here in Orange 

County, the early start of the Orange County bunch of— 

BAYHYLLE 

Santa Ana and Stanton. 

PATTERSON 

Right, yes, and Stanton, I remember. Near Hobby City, I think, was 

where they first had their powwows. So that’s how I would know 

about it. Then my friend Pecita and I liked to dance, so we used to 

go out to the clubs where there weren’t necessarily any Indians. 

Probably weren’t any Indians, the places we liked to go dance, and 

we did that a lot, not just on the weekend, but during the week we 

went dancing a lot. 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, it was a good place to go. It was free and good entertainment. 

PATTERSON 

Good entertainment. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you could walk there. It was a different neighborhood in those 

days. 

PATTERSON 

It was, but we would go places that we necessarily couldn’t walk. 

We used to take the bus to—we didn’t have cars, and in those days 

there were still the streetcars. They were cheap. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s right. They were cheap and fast. 

PATTERSON 
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And fast, and they went to all the general population areas. There 

was one that went to Inglewood. I would take that once I knew my 

way around more. 

BAYHYLLE 

Wasn’t there a ballroom out in Santa Monica, too, somewhere, or 

some kind of a dance hall? 

PATTERSON 

There was. I never went to that one. I went to the Palladium in 

Hollywood. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right. Palladium. 

PATTERSON 

To go there, and to the 5-4 Ballroom on 54th and Broadway and the 

Oak Ballroom, I think it was on Venice, pretty much downtown Los 

Angeles, and just to various places. Also, in those days the movie 

theaters in downtown Los Angeles were beautiful. They were still 

movie theaters, and they were just gorgeous. They actually had 

plays there. They may have been built to have live plays, 

performances. I went to performances there. We saw the acts, the 

rock and roll acts that came out, the different performers. Just to go 

to a movie in those theaters were just wonderful. So downtown Los 

Angeles was very nice in those days still. You could just walk around 

anywhere. 

BAYHYLLE 

Still, it took some effort, though, to connect with Indian people or to 

get together and share. 

PATTERSON 

It did. After I got married, yes, after I got married, we started going 

to Hargrave’s Indian Church. I’m a little embarrassed to say the 

reason I started going there was they were starting a basketball 

team, and you had to go to church, I think at least once a month in 
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order to be eligible to play basketball. Maybe it was more often than 

that, but we got so went every week because we liked the people 

there. 

BAYHYLLE 

The fellowship. 

PATTERSON 

The fellowship. We just met so many good Indians. I don’t think 

they had dinner there every week, but they may have. I don’t 

remember. But at least every other week they had dinner, potluck, 

so we really became a part of that church. It was 

interdenominational, and so you just met all kinds of Indians there. 

That’s where I started—did I tell you that I met a girl line dancing? I 

line dance several times a week. I think since I saw you, I was at 

line dancing over here at the Buena Park Elks one Tuesday night 

and this girl came in and sat at our table because she dances at 

Cowboy Country over in Long Beach. This other girl who comes 

there all the time, Jo, we sit together with several other ladies that I 

know. Anyway, so this girl, I knew immediately she was Indian and 

I knew she was Navajo. Anyway, she sat at our table. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s funny. You just look at somebody and know what tribe they 

are, right? 

PATTERSON 

Yeah. But she would be out on the floor and I’d be out on the floor, 

and you know how it’s loud, the music’s loud. It’s difficult to talk. 

But at one point just she and I were sitting there, and so I asked 

her if she was born out here. I’m estimating she was in her thirties 

or maybe a little bit older, but she looked really good. She said, 

“Yes.” And I said, “Well, maybe I know your parents. Who are your 

parents?” And she said, “Grace and Norman Blackwater.” I said, 

“Grace!” 

BAYHYLLE 
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From the church. 

PATTERSON 

I said, “From the church.” Her name was Pam. I said, “I played 

basketball with your mother. We played on the church team at the 

Hargrave Church.” I know it had another name, but everyone called 

it the Hargrave Church, the pastor and his wife, who were wonderful 

people. Anyway, so we talked for a while, and when I mentioned it 

to Winnie later on, Winnie knew her name. She said, “Was it Pam?” 

I said, “Yes.” So Winnie remembered her too. 

BAYHYLLE 

This is Hargrave. 

PATTERSON 

[Cecil] Hargrave was the name of the pastor. H-a-r-g-r-a-v-e, yes, I 

believe. 

BAYHYLLE 

I think I’ve heard that. Someone else mentioned that church to me 

as well. 

PATTERSON 

It was a big part and it was in Los Angeles. It wasn’t too far from 

downtown. We took the bus there. We didn’t have cars. Later on 

when I got married, we had a car and we would go there. But 

anyhow, it was interesting, and I met her just recently just within 

the last month. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did the Blackwaters, then, come out on relocation, too, as well? Do 

you recall? 

PATTERSON 

You know what? I believe that they did. 

BAYHYLLE 



64 
 

Are they still here in Los Angeles? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. She said her mother still works somewhere. She says she 

doesn’t want to retire. She says she enjoys working and the money 

too much. That’s what Pam said. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

I don’t blame her. She might be someone who might be interested 

in talking to us. If you see her again or you think about it— 

PATTERSON 

You know what I’ll do? I’ll see Jo on Tuesday. Jo is the one who 

comes there every week. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, your friend. 

PATTERSON 

My friend, Jo. 

BAYHYLLE 

The line dancer. 

PATTERSON 

I met Jo at Cowboy Country when I used to go there all the time. I 

met Jo over there, and then she started coming over on Tuesday 

nights because the DJ there is also over at Cowboy Country on 

Wednesday. 

BAYHYLLE 

And he spins a good collection. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. So she comes over. I’ll ask her if she would get Pam’s phone 

number for me. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Sure, or just give her my phone number, and then if she has some 

time, maybe she could call me or have her mother call me or 

whatever, just chat if nothing else. 

PATTERSON 

Exactly, because I remember Grace and Norman. They were really a 

nice couple. I think, as I recall, that Norm did some missionary work 

of some sort, maybe with young people. 

BAYHYLLE 

So he was very involved in the church. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, he was very involved, yes, and so was Grace, yes, and a good 

basketball player, yes. So isn’t that interesting that after all these 

years, so through the church. Then later I joined the First Indian 

Baptist Church. As a matter of fact, I was a charter member of the 

church. They were a mission before, just mainly Creeks and 

Seminoles who were from back in Oklahoma, and they came out 

and— 

BAYHYLLE 

Sort of reestablished their mission area. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah, and they didn’t all come on location. I remember Pauline and 

Robert Stewart. They had been out here for a long time. I’m pretty 

sure that was before relocation, I’m pretty sure, that they came out. 

They lived in Tujunga. They owned a home. They had been there a 

long time, and they went back to Oklahoma after they both retired. 

Most of all of that group did, most of those Creeks and Seminoles 

who started the church, but they were still not a charter church till 

after I had started going, so I was one of the charter members 

there, so I started knowing more Indians then. So going to church— 

BAYHYLLE 

Through that connection and that network opportunity, right. 
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PATTERSON 

That connection, yes, to know other Indians. 

BAYHYLLE 

With similar interests. 

PATTERSON 

Similar interests, yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

Of you and your family. 

PATTERSON 

Right. 

BAYHYLLE 

But as you said, it takes a lot of doing. I mean, you have to be 

persistent. 

PATTERSON 

Exactly, you have to be committed to it, and I wanted my children 

to know Indians, because they went to public schools and they 

knew all colors and ethnic backgrounds where we lived, but they 

didn’t know many Indians. I don’t know if they knew if anyone was 

Indian in their class. I remember my grandson Jason, who started 

kindergarten over here across the street, he said he thinks there 

may have been other Indians in his class, but he didn’t know for 

sure. But the younger generation, they don’t necessarily, unless 

they’re involved in the powwow culture, because then they do seek 

out other Indians and they go to powwows constantly. 

BAYHYLLE 

More opportunity. 

PATTERSON 
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More opportunity. But the ones who aren’t in that culture, and now 

that the Indian Athletic Association isn’t there anymore, they’re 

more involved with just their classmates and the people they meet 

there. They’re their best friends. Jason best friends from 

kindergarten are Brian Chung, who’s Korean, Minh, and I can’t even 

think of his last name, who’s Vietnamese. They still live right over 

here. He sees them all the time. His girlfriend is from El Salvador. 

He met her at Cal State Fullerton when they were both attending 

there. They both worked in the library there. His first girlfriend was 

Vietnamese. He met her in high school over here. So the younger 

generations aren’t so inclined to seek out Indians. In fact, they 

don’t unless they’re on the powwow circuit list. 

BAYHYLLE 

Sort of in this mainstream movement, then. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, exactly. 

BAYHYLLE 

And if you’re not, then it’s even a greater challenge, or you need to 

be much more cognizant. This is a very important thing. I’m glad 

you mentioned it, too, because it’s an important thing. 

PATTERSON 

It becomes diluted. The connection becomes diluted. 

BAYHYLLE 

The connection, and also it affects your own sense of self-identity 

and your own self-defining memory, because if you, yourself, don’t 

identify necessarily—I mean, you know you are, but if you don’t 

practice it or you don’t assert it, in some way or shape or form, all 

the time—I heard Norman Pekoe [unclear] speak one time. I think 

he’s from Pechanga, former tribal chairman, and he was talking to 

Indian students at UCLA and he said, “I want to talk just to Indian 

students for right now. If you don’t practice your sovereignty every 

day, you’re going to lose it.” And it’s sort of the same sentiment. 
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It’s sort of practice-based as well as just a sense of identity, and if 

you’re, as you said, outside the powwow community, it’s that much 

more of an effort then to try to assert— 

PATTERSON 

Yes, or go to an Indian church, and even then, they come from all 

communities. They make that effort to go to an Indian church. My 

children, even, I took all of them to go to an Indian church and I 

made sure they were around our friends when they were young that 

were Indian, came to our home, we went to their homes. But still, 

their strongest ties to the community were through public school 

and their friends. I remember when my oldest boy, David, started 

dating, and he would mention a girl. I’d say, “Is she Indian?” “No, 

she’s not Indian.” Finally one time he said, “Mom, stop asking me if 

my girlfriends are Indian.” He said, “They’re just people.” And that’s 

how it was. All of my children married Caucasian, even though they 

went to school with all ethnic backgrounds, black, Mexican, 

especially a lot of Mexican when we lived in Cudahy. Now I think it’s 

predominantly Spanish-speaking, although not all Mexican. The 

people that they had the most in common with were Caucasian 

from, I guess, their interests at school, the classes that they went 

to. In fact, all my kids were in the—I forgot what you call them—the 

gifted classes. They called them gifted then. They call them 

something different now. So the people that they hung around with 

a lot were very smart and they had interests. 

BAYHYLLE 

Which leads to other outside-the-school activities, Science Club 

activities. 

PATTERSON 

But my youngest son, Edward, his main interest was music. When 

my daughter Carol was little—well, I had always wanted to know 

how to play the piano, and I saved up the money and I finally 

bought a piano and I started taking piano lessons at South Gate 

High School. We lived in Cudahy, and so at night. I was obviously 
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still working then, and I took piano lessons over there. I never 

learned how to play, and I realized later on after my kids took 

lessons that it was the teacher’s fault. Now, everyone says that, but 

the teacher was just so militant. She wouldn’t even let me go on to 

another song unless I held my fingers just right. Even I knew which 

things, “No, your fingers aren’t right,” and she just— 

BAYHYLLE 

Very heavy on technique. 

PATTERSON 

—took the joy, just took the whole joy out of it. My daughter Carol 

was pushing me to take piano lessons, so at open house when she 

was in about the third grade, I was talking to her teacher and she 

said something about Carol. She said, “I have Carol in the choir. I 

also have Edward in choir. He really has a good voice.” Then she 

said, “Carol was telling me that she was wanting to take piano 

lessons.” I said, “Yeah, I’ve been putting off getting a teacher for 

her.” She said, “Well, I teach piano lessons and I have an opening.” 

So I couldn’t say no. We lived across the street from the school, 

from the grammar school over there in Cudahy. So she said, “This is 

the day I have open.” And I said, “Well, I work.” She said, “I know 

you live across the street from the school. I’ll come over to your 

house after school and give her a lesson.” I had no excuse not to do 

it. Carol’s standing right there. Then she said, “Well, Edward, he 

likes choir so much, I bet he would like to take piano lessons.” I 

said, “He’s never mentioned it.” [laughs] So anyhow, the first day 

Carol called me from home. She said, “Mom, I’ve already had my 

piano lesson and Edward didn’t come home from school.” I says, 

“Do you know where he is?” She said, “Yeah, he’s over playing at 

the school like he always is every day after school.” So the teacher 

got on the line. She said, “I’ll go over there and get him. I’ll give 

him his first lesson free, and if he doesn’t like it, he doesn’t have to 

take it.” And bless her heart, she went over there and got him and 

brought him back and gave him a lesson, and to this day that’s 

what he’s doing now. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

He plays in several musical groups through the churches. 

BAYHYLLE 

Keyboards. 

PATTERSON 

Through the churches and the keyboards. He plays keyboard, and 

he’s branched out to guitar. He plays several different kinds of 

guitar. He even has a banjo. He can play a lot of instruments now, 

and to this day that’s what he loves is music. So he meets most of 

his friends through church, and all the years that he was growing up 

at home he was in garage bands. 

BAYHYLLE 

So just took that one little split, one little spark. 

PATTERSON 

One teacher to care and give him his first lesson free, and he 

learned to love— 

BAYHYLLE 

The larger world. 

PATTERSON 

The larger world, I know. And she wasn’t Indian; she was a white 

lady. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s a charming story, though. 

PATTERSON 

Isn’t it, though? 
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BAYHYLLE 

Yes, it is. 

PATTERSON 

And to this day, Edward, who will be turning fifty-one, I think, in 

September, his joy in life is music. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s his passion. That’s wonderful. 

PATTERSON 

That’s his passion, is music. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s wonderful. 

PATTERSON 

So anyway, my kids have different interests. My daughter lives in 

Maryland now, and I don’t know if she knows one Indian there, but 

I tried to get them especially to the church. They had friends in 

church and they played in the Indian League. We would put a team 

in the Indian League from the church, you know, the Indian boys, 

and they were always the worst team in the league, but they had 

fun doing it. Then afterwards, they would come over to our house or 

something, then we’d have snacks. So I tried to get him interested 

in being around Indians, but they just gravitated to the people that 

they gravitated to. 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, you know, it’s also a choice at some point, too, for them. If it’s 

something of interest to them, then they will make the choice. It 

sounds like they’re perfectly happy with their lives. 

PATTERSON 

Right. But they all look Indian. They’re all dark. 

BAYHYLLE 
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But, you know, that seems to be a common theme also that I’ve 

heard, not so much maybe in this project but elsewhere, that if 

you’re not in that powwow culture, you really are at a disadvantage. 

Some people see it as a real disadvantage, and even the people 

that attend a powwow, they’re still on the peripheral. They’re still on 

the edge, on the fringe. They’re not up close enough to where they 

sometimes would like to be. It’s an interesting phenomenon. 

PATTERSON 

I appreciate the people who keep the powwows going because I 

love to go to powwows. I love the drum. I go not often, but 

frequently. My stepson, David Patterson, David and Marcy, his wife, 

are in that group, and he calls me when there’s a powwow close by, 

so I go. But I enjoy going to powwows. Now, because of my age, I 

don’t even see people that I know very much anymore at the 

powwows, just here and there. Sometimes I may see someone and 

not even know I know them because I haven’t seen them for a long 

time. So I don’t even know that many people, but I still enjoy the 

drum. Steve Bohay, Phil and Mamie Bohay’s son, is one of the 

drummers on the Hale and Company drum, usually the main 

southern drum at the powwows around here, and we always give a 

hug. I’ve known him since he was born. But I don’t know a lot of 

people at the powwows anymore. I see Winnie sometimes and her 

daughter Pam, who dances still. So it’s sad. 

BAYHYLLE 

I wanted to ask you, sort of in line with this, can you describe, if 

you can think of any experiences especially back during the 

relocation period, that you had with the BIA [Bureau of Indian 

Affairs] as an institution and/or the Indian Health Service as an 

institution or any of the other sort of associated programmings, like 

Indian education or anything at all associated with pretty much 

those two government organizations, institutions? 

PATTERSON 
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With the BIA, with the relocation, I worked for the BIA. Actually, I 

had always expected to work for the BIA because at Haskell when 

you went through their commercial business program, that’s what 

their goal was, to prepare you to pass the civil service exam, which 

I did very early on, which is why they sent me out here to work. 

[interruption] 

PATTERSON 

So I had always expected to work for the BIA, and my older sister, 

who had also graduated from Haskell, was working at Anadarko for 

the BIA at the time, which is where I thought I was probably going 

to go, so I was surprised to come to California. But I learned to love 

California. I love the weather. I regretted a little bit not going to 

Oklahoma, but I have such a good relationship with my family. I 

enjoy my sisters so much. I don’t know if I could live in Oklahoma. I 

don’t know if they’d always welcome me, if they would like me as 

much if I lived there all the time. I didn’t work for the BIA—I only 

worked there a little over a year and I was very young. I didn’t work 

long enough to know the ins and outs of how it worked, how the 

BIA was— 

BAYHYLLE 

You mentioned earlier that you went to work for the gas company, 

is that right? 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you worked there for a number of years, so you had other 

kinds of services and benefits, a benefit package associated with 

your employment. But I wanted to ask whether you had any sort of 

dealings, then, certainly after you left working there, if you had any 

dealings or relationship with them just as sort of an Indian citizen 

out here away from the BIA in Oklahoma. In other words, did you 

have to get a CDIB [Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood] for your 

children or did you have to file any paperwork at the BIA for any 
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other reason, personal reasons or your family reasons or anything 

like that? Did you have to go back up there and deal with them? 

PATTERSON 

No, I didn’t. After I had children, I was fortunate that my husband 

was a full-blood Kiowa. Both his parents were full-bloods, and his 

father, Parker McKenzie, had worked at the Anadarko Area Office 

for— 

BAYHYLLE 

The agency there. 

PATTERSON 

The agency there for years. And when my children were born, he 

just automatically got them enrolled on the Kiowa roll, so I don’t 

have to deal with that at all. When my first child was born, I had 

medical coverage through the gas company where I worked, and 

then after that, I have to tell you I don’t remember how we had any 

medical coverage at all. 

BAYHYLLE 

It wasn’t through Indian Health Service, then, obviously. 

PATTERSON 

No, I never had any coverage through Indian Health Service that I 

know of. 

BAYHYLLE 

Because there were no facilities out here. There was no Indian 

hospital and there weren’t even any clinics until much later. 

PATTERSON 

Right, the clinics weren’t there until much later, and I did take 

advantage of those occasionally, the Indian clinics, the Sarracino, 

the clinic that he had in Compton. 

BAYHYLLE 



75 
 

What was his first name? 

PATTERSON 

Emmett. 

BAYHYLLE 

Emmett, that’s right. Yes, the Indian Free Clinic. What about 

educational opportunities when your children got ready or were 

thinking of college and wanted to get a grant from the tribe or other 

kind of educational funding? Did you have to go through the BIA out 

here at all, or again was it handled through Anadarko? 

PATTERSON 

Well, that’s a sad story. My two stepsons that I raised, my 

husband’s from a previous marriage, we got them when they were 

eight and nine, and then I raised them. Both of them, when they 

graduated from—as a matter of fact, the oldest one, Larry, who he 

and I had a lot of disagreements growing up, he finished school at 

Many Farms in New Mexico. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh, at [unclear] College. 

PATTERSON 

No, he didn’t go to college. High School, he finished high school at 

Many Farms. My brother-in-law, Henry McKenzie, was teaching 

there and coaching the football team, and Larry went up there to 

live with him and he finished up there. Then right out of high school 

he went in the Army. 

BAYHYLLE 

The service. 

PATTERSON 

In the service. He went into the Airborne, which his dad had been in 

the Airborne, and he served in Vietnam. He actually died at the VA 

Hospital in Long Beach here from—what do they call it? From the 
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complications of—I forgot the word they use—of Agent Orange. 

There’s this specific word they use. It actually says on his death 

certificate. Anyhow, and then the second boy, Michael McKenzie, my 

other stepson, he worked for a while, and then he was thinking 

about college, but then he went into the Army also. He served in the 

Middle East. 

BAYHYLLE 

My goodness. 

PATTERSON 

Then both of them went to college on the VA Bill when they got out 

of the service, both of them did. 

BAYHYLLE 

Okay, so they didn’t really need BIA educational opportunities 

grants, BIA grants. 

PATTERSON 

No, as a matter of fact. No. Mike, he worked for—anyway, he wound 

up in Oklahoma and finished school there and raised his family 

there in Mustang. He worked at the airport in Oklahoma City. The 

older boy, Larry, he went to East L.A. on the VA Bill, the East L.A. 

College, and while he was there he was working part-time for a 

trucking company, Lone Pine Trucking Company. He was just 

working on the dock as a dockworker, but when he was in high 

school, he had learned to type. As a matter of fact, when he was in 

Vietnam, it saved his life because they had asked for a volunteer or 

anyone who knew how to type, to work in the office over there, so 

he volunteered. He typed and he also liked to draw, and so he said, 

“I did posters and everything.” He said it saved his life because his 

entire company was wiped out. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. 

PATTERSON 



77 
 

He would have been with them. So anyway, so when he came back, 

he started at college and he was working on the dock. So when they 

weren’t busy, when they didn’t have any trucks coming in, he would 

go in the office and just offer to help out because he was bored not 

doing anything, and started learning the trucking business. So when 

he went to UCLA, he has a degree from UCLA and a master’s from 

USC, actually. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

Anyway, I think he was taking business classes at UCLA and went to 

UCLA, and he got a degree in transportation. He changed it. He 

eventually owned his own trucking company. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

The Rolling Thunder Trucking Company. 

BAYHYLLE 

I’ve seen those trucks. 

PATTERSON 

And he employed quite a few—any Indian who would come in, he 

would hire them under the same conditions as everyone else. “You 

miss work, you don’t call in, you’re fired.” The same conditions. 

BAYHYLLE 

“But I’ll also give you a chance.” 

PATTERSON 

“I’ll give you a chance.” He hired any Indian who went in there. I 

went in there once and a whole bunch of Indians were in there. 

Several of the younger people who I knew from First Indian Baptist 
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Church in South Gate were working there, because it was in South 

Gate. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah. 

BAYHYLLE 

A wonderful story. 

PATTERSON 

I know. He put himself through school. 

BAYHYLLE 

But if your children had gone on and wanted to go on—they still 

could, of course, but if they wanted to go on, they’d do it on their 

own, but if they wanted to go on, you probably would have handled 

it directly through Anadarko. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

You would not necessarily have gone to this BIA office. 

PATTERSON 

Right, and my three younger children, who I wanted to go to school, 

encouraged them, none of them went to college right out of high 

school. It just broke my heart. But they all eventually got their 

degrees on their own the hard way. They started working and had 

families. 

BAYHYLLE 

And then went back. 

PATTERSON 
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Yes. My daughter, my only daughter, she also went on the VA Bill. 

She was in the Air Force for about eleven, twelve years, I think. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

Yeah. Just as soon as she was old enough, the day she turned 

eighteen she signed up. She said, “I’m so tired of school. Always a 

school mom.” She said, “It’s like the teachers always made me help 

because I already knew everything. They made me help the slow 

ones in the class. I was so bored with school. Nothing is as exciting. 

I’m tired of school.” So she wanted to go in the Air Force. She 

researched everything and decided that’s what she wanted, so she 

went in the Air Force. Then she got married, and then she got out 

eventually. She lives in Maryland now. Same thing with the two 

younger boys. They went to school on their own with no one helping 

them. I think the younger one had to get loans, he said, which he 

finally paid off, the one who does music now. So anyway, we didn’t 

deal with it. If they did, they did it on their own. 

BAYHYLLE 

Through BIA. 

PATTERSON 

My granddaughter— BAUYHYLLE: Jessica. 

PATTERSON 

—[unclear] here, she’ll be starting her last year at Columbia 

University in New York. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

PATTERSON 

My daughter Carol said that they did apply through the tribe 

because Jason got some Kiowa money when he was going to Cal 
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State Fullerton. They did apply through the tribe, and Carol said 

they did get some money, she said, but it wasn’t worthwhile 

because with the scholarship that she got from Columbia, which is a 

full scholarship, the pay for everything, not extras, but they pay 

for— 

BAYHYLLE 

Tuition and housing. 

PATTERSON 

For tuition and housing and books. So if you get any money from 

anywhere else, they just deduct it from that, so it doesn’t really 

work, not extra much. 

BAYHYLLE 

Yeah, cancelled it out. 

PATTERSON 

Cancelled it out, right. 

BAYHYLLE 

But they at least made the effort to tap in or to inquire, at least, of 

what might be available to them. Sounds like you were so well 

established and doing so well for yourself, first of all, that you didn’t 

need to rely on BIA for much of anything and didn’t need Indian 

Health for much of anything. 

PATTERSON 

No, I didn’t, and so I’m fairly ignorant of it. When I went back to 

Oklahoma to visit a couple of times, when my parents lived in 

Clinton after they moved from the farm, my dad actually worked at 

the Indian Hospital there in Clinton for a while, and I did go there 

and avail myself of the services a couple of times for myself and my 

kids. My youngest son, Edward, was always, always getting cuts 

and everything. He was a wild man, skateboarder, always injuring 

himself. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Schoolyard champ. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, yeah. We lived in a court across the street from the grammar 

school in Cudahy, and when he was a teenager, the little kids in the 

court would come and knock on the door, “Can Edward come out to 

play?” They wanted to see him. I understand, years later, I found 

out he would actually jump off the roof onto a ramp with his 

skateboard and things like that. I didn’t know at the time. 

BAYHYLLE 

Just one other question that I have here at this point now, Mary. I 

wanted you to think a little bit about and, if you can, describe any of 

your dealings or interactions or any friendships that you may have 

had with any of the California Indian community that was here in 

California when you arrived and then certainly as you lived your life 

out here. First of all, think about that and California Indians that 

you were friends with or knew of and sort of what your overall 

impression of them was at the time when you were working here, 

and then what your impression of them is now throughout the 

years. 

PATTERSON 

Do you mean native California Indians? 

BAYHYLLE 

Native California Indians, the people who were already here 

certainly when relocation began. They were already here. They had 

been here. From the literature, it seems to suggest that they just 

sort of blended in with the rest of the community for a number of 

reasons. A lot of it had to do, I suspect, with discrimination and 

some persecution or just being Indian. Well, those years were not a 

good time to be Indian, frankly, in California or elsewhere, and I 

was just wondering whether, first of all, you had any California 
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Indian friends or you knew of any California Indians when you got 

here and what they were about. 

PATTERSON 

I had one really good friend when I was at Haskell. My sister was 

there a year before me, and one of the girls in her class, Ladonna 

Garbani, she had a pretty name, she was from Lone Pine or—wait, 

Lone Pine. 

BAYHYLLE 

There’s Lone Pine, Big Pine. 

PATTERSON 

Well, okay, it was Lone Pine because I don’t remember the name 

Big Pine. She was from there. She was a California Indian, and she 

had an older cousin who lived in Los Angeles. I think the address 

was, like, Florence and—not Long Beach Boulevard. But anyhow, 

she lived in Los Angeles, and I lived with her for a time. We became 

real good friends. Her name was Gladys, and I can’t think of her last 

name at the moment, but she was a native Californian. Bishop. 

They were from Bishop. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they must have been Paiute, then. 

PATTERSON 

Yes, they were Paiute. Gladys was Paiute and Ladonna, she was too. 

But I went up to Bishop with Gladys several times. On the weekend 

we’d drive up there. We went up there when they had their 

annual—I think they have a parade, a rodeo, and the Indians would 

have a powwow. Those are the first real California Indians that I 

knew. 

BAYHYLLE 

What year would this have been or how old would you have been? 

PATTERSON 
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This would have been in 1955, during that year, yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

But you had known them from Haskell then? 

PATTERSON 

I knew the one girl, Ladonna, from Haskell, and then her older 

cousin, and she was quite a bit older. She had been married. She 

could have been an aunt, but I think they called themselves 

cousins. So I was friends with Ladonna, but not a real close friend 

because she was in a different class from me, but I met Gladys 

through Ladonna. Gladys would board people, so I stayed with her 

for a while. But we would go to Bishop sometimes, and those are 

the first times I met any California Indians. What I remember from 

the first time I went there was I had never seen so many drunk 

Indians in my life at the powwow. They were gambling. 

BAYHYLLE 

You were there for the festival too. 

PATTERSON 

I went there for the festival, yes, and they were gambling all night. 

I remember they’d just throw blankets on the ground and they 

would gamble, all kinds of gambling. 

BAYHYLLE 

Dice or cards, do you recall? 

PATTERSON 

Not cards, no, and it wasn’t dice. They were doing Indian gambling 

of some kind— 

BAYHYLLE 

Okay, so they had some kind of artifact then [unclear]. 

PATTERSON 
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—that I was not familiar with. No, I was not familiar with it, but 

they were really gamblers. They also had a building where they 

played records, and we did regular dancing. 

BAYHYLLE 

Rock and roll. 

PATTERSON 

Rock and roll, yeah. So we had a really good time when we went up 

there. It was a lot of fun. I remember all of those Indians were very 

friendly, very nice. But down here the Indians were just so 

scattered that I really didn’t know any. I believe that my friends 

Robert and Pauline Stewart did not come out on relocation. They 

would be in there. They were a generation ahead of me, so they 

would be almost ninety by now if they’re still alive. They moved 

back to Oklahoma. 

BAYHYLLE 

What tribe were they? 

PATTERSON 

They were Creek-Seminole, yeah, Creek, but they always called 

themselves Yuchi or something else like that. That church, the First 

Indian Baptist Church, was mainly Creek, Creek-Seminole, and they 

sang all the Creek hymns. Creek [unclear], they sing the Creek 

hymns. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right. They’re a Creek version of [unclear]. They’re similar, but 

there’s a slight variation. Now, I’m just wondering if you had an 

opportunity to meet any California Indians, especially the local 

tribes that were here, because there are actually several now that 

they’re sort of reconstituting themselves. 

PATTERSON 

In the Indian Bowling League—and I wasn’t one of the early ones. 

Winnie was, I think, one of those who when they first formed the 
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league, and so was my husband, James, my last husband, James 

Patterson. He was also a member of that league and I wasn’t. But I 

remember there was one man who bowled in the league. I can’t 

remember his name, but he was a California Indian, but they 

weren’t recognized. I think they are now. I remember it took a little 

doing, the Indian Bowling League. I remember there were some 

people say didn’t want him to bowl because they said, “You’re not 

Indian. You’re not on the roll.” But he persisted, and he was 

likeable. I can’t remember his name. 

BAYHYLLE 

Before I forget, how do you feel about that? Do you have any 

thoughts about sort of that philosophy and a treatment? Because 

that’s a very interesting and problematic concept that you’re not an 

Indian if you don’t have this card or you’re not an Indian if you can’t 

prove that you’re on some kind of list, which it’s a distinction then 

and it continues to be a real distinction among all of us, not just in 

this project but in other experiences as well. As we’re concluding 

here, what’s your personal observation? 

PATTERSON 

Well, I think if you’re Indian, you’re Indian. I don’t know how they 

have to prove their Indianness to get on a roll. You probably have 

more experience with that. 

BAYHYLLE 

Because it was pretty much automatic for you, right? Didn’t you say 

your dad put you on the Kiowa roll? 

PATTERSON 

No, I’m on the Caddo roll. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s right. You’re on the Caddo roll. 

PATTERSON 
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Yeah, those were my kids who were put because their grandpa 

worked for the agency. It was no problem at all, even though we 

were out here. I think we just had to send them a birth certificate 

and they got on the roll. Now, with my grandkids, it took me a long 

time to get them on the roll, Jason and his older brother, Cody. 

Their younger sister and brother are not on the roll. 

BAYHYLLE 

Are they on the Caddo roll then? 

PATTERSON 

No, Kiowa. They would be on the Kiowa roll. Because I told my kids, 

my sons, I said, “You need to do that. Here’s all the information. 

You can go online and you can do it yourself.” So I don’t think they 

are on the roll. I told them, I said it’s likely they would never get 

any benefits from it except it’s unique to be an Indian, to be a 

Native American. I said, “Just think how unique it is.” And I don’t 

think they even thought about that earlier, but I think they do now. 

So my oldest boy, David, who lives in Colorado, he’s finally put his 

boys—one has graduated from high school last month, and I think 

they just got on the roll. Because they didn’t think it was important. 

I said, “You guys are online. This is all the information. Do it.” But it 

took them a long time to get around to it because to them they’re 

just an American. I said, “But it’s unique.” Last year my one 

grandson who lives in Colorado is a really good tennis player, plays 

on the high school tennis team. 

BAYHYLLE 

Boy, you just have tennis in your blood. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, I do. 

BAYHYLLE 

[unclear] It's in your DNA [unclear]. 

PATTERSON 
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From my sisters, because they started it, Jennifer and Geri. 

Anyhow, so last year I persuaded them because the tournament 

was going to be in Albuquerque, and David called me. He said, 

“Tanner’s really good. Can he go to the tournament?” I said, “Well, 

you know, they’re only for enrolled Indians.” He said, “Well, I’ve 

started the process, but they don’t have their cards yet.” I said, “My 

good friend, Margaret Knight,” who’s from—which pueblo is she 

from? I’ve forgot. Her aunt made those, from that pueblo, those 

tennis trophies. 

BAYHYLLE 

Was it Laguna Isleta Pueblos you said you went to, or what village 

did you go up to? 

PATTERSON 

We went to Albuquerque. It was in Albuquerque. But we used to go 

to—my mind is blank right now, but I might think of it. But anyway, 

Margaret Knight was in charge of the tournament, her and her son. 

I said, “I’ll just talk to Margaret and just tell her that—.” 

BAYHYLLE 

This is what’s happened— 

PATTERSON 

Yeah. 

BAYHYLLE 

—and it’s in the process. 

PATTERSON 

So they didn’t have to show a card. They’re so brown, look so 

Indian that—and I had played in the tournament for years, so they 

knew I was Indian and Geri and Jennifer. So it’s not like we were 

just trying to sneak ringers in there, you know. Anyway, so they 

came to the tournament, and I think that Tanner appreciated being 

around a lot of Indians, you know. There’s some Indians up there, 

but all of their friends are the same. They’re all Caucasian mostly, 
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just whatever. Up there it’s more Caucasian. My kids went to school 

with kids of every color and every ethnic background, and Jason, he 

went over here to Buena Park High School, so his friends were from 

every nationality, every background. Whatever question you asked 

me, I already forgot. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

This feeling about that you had to have a card to prove that you’re 

Indian. [unclear] and nothing else. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. I think if you’re Indian, you’re Indian. If you feel in your heart 

that you’re Indian, there’s people on the roll who they’re almost 

Indian in no way except that they’re on a roll. Especially with, like, 

Cherokees, I think you only have to be one-sixty-fourth. 

BAYHYLLE 

It’s by descendancy, right. 

PATTERSON 

Or even less than that, and a lot of them don’t even look Indian, 

and yet some of them will be the first to make sure everyone knows 

they’re Indian. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s right, to police themselves, they’ll be the first ones. 

PATTERSON 

Yes. So how do I feel about do you have to be on a roll to be 

Indian? Or should we let the tribes who aren’t on the roll? 

BAYHYLLE 

Or who decides? At this point politically the tenor is that the tribes 

decide. They set the standards themselves by degree or 

descendancy or whatever it is, whereas I guess my point is that for 

California it was a different situation. It was a very different 

situation. They sort of got into it kind of late, the tribal communities 
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here. By that time, all this other Indian activism and Red Power and 

all that sort of identity crisis, they were all sort of embroiled in that. 

That’s what that question was about, your friendship with California 

Indians here, because each one was different, but California was so 

unique. 

PATTERSON 

I think there were Indians at Hargrave’s Church, who were 

California Indians, but I didn’t know who they were, but I’m pretty 

sure that they were there. At the church they don’t make you show 

that you’re Indian. You don’t have to have a card. 

BAYHYLLE 

[unclear]. 

PATTERSON 

Right. So I’m not that aware. I regret to say I’m not that aware. In 

ways I’m a poor Indian myself, because, like we said, you just have 

to make a real effort to be around Indians, and I did in the past. 

When my kids were younger, I did. I made sure I took them to 

powwows, and when we went to Oklahoma, made sure that they 

got to meet all their cousins, their Indian cousins, and we would go 

to Indian events back there. But I don’t anymore. I go to the 

powwows, and I haven’t been to the Indian church in a long time. In 

Oklahoma I have. My sister Jennifer belongs to an Indian church 

there, and I’ve been there, and I go to IRC only for funerals, 

almost. They’re very generous in offering their church for 

community uses. 

BAYHYLLE 

Providing that service for them, right. They are. For anything of a 

legitimate nature, they will. 

PATTERSON 

Oh, yes. So the question about the Indians, I don’t have a— 

BAYHYLLE 
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Don’t have experience one way or the other. 

PATTERSON 

I don’t have enough experience on that, no. 

BAYHYLLE 

Those were really all the questions that I was thinking of at this 

point. I’m going to turn the machine off now. 

PATTERSON 

Okay. [End of June 7, 2011 interview] 
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