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BAYHYLLE 

Glenna, what is your full name? 

AMOS 

Glenna Jean Amos. 

BAYHYLLE 

When and where were you born? 

AMOS 

I was born in Los Angeles, California, on October 29, 1942. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was your name at birth? 

AMOS 

McLean, M-c-L-e-a-n. 

BAYHYLLE 

That’s your family name? 

AMOS 

My father’s name, yes. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Do you have any nicknames? 

AMOS 

Punkin’. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me about your family, your mother and your father. 

AMOS 

Okay. Well, my mother came to California in about, I don’t know, 

1936, I think, from Arkansas. She came from a family of ten 

children. Her mother had died when she was two. Her father had 

done his best to keep the kids all together and raise them, and he 

finally had passed away and they were living—he was running a big 

piece of land down at the very south of Arkansas in a place called 

Dumas, and when he passed away, she was very, very scared 

because all her brothers had come to California to be in the military, 

and her one sister was married and didn’t live near her. So her 

brother-in-law sent for her and his wife to come out to California 

and bring the children, and he paid for my mother to come to 

California to help my aunt take care of the children on the bus. So 

they came out by bus, three days going the southern route. 

BAYHYLLE 

My gosh. How old was your mother? 

AMOS 

She was about twenty-three or twenty-four. So when she came to 

California, my father had already been here since about 1929. He’d 

run away from home at fifteen with his sister and her newlywed 

husband, and they got as far as Salt Lake City. It seemed that the 

family, our family, was Protestant, and my aunt decided to marry a 

Catholic, and in those days that didn’t happen, so they ran off. They 

took the family car and the pot roast off the stove, and got on the 

road and made it coming down through the Teton Mountains with 
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pieces of rubber tied on the wheels. You couldn’t do that these 

days. And came into Salt Lake City, where my father, at fifteen, was 

able to get a job as an usher at the Pantages Theater, worked there 

for about eighteen months, and one day he ran into a lady that had 

a great big touring car, and she wanted someone to drive her to Los 

Angeles. Well, by that time my grandmother had joined them. So he 

asked if he could drive the car if his mother and his sister and 

brother-in-law could come along, and the lady said that was fine. 

She lived in Glendale. So he drove them out here to California, and 

she gave him a job in a big fancy restaurant up there in Glendale. 

But he didn’t like busing tables, so he promptly found a job working 

for a dry-cleaning shop where the lady needed help, so he offered 

to go partners with her, so they became partners until he found her 

tipping the till, and he walked out on her. So that was the end of his 

dry-cleaning business. After that, he went to work—you know, 

during the WPA [Works Progress Administration] days, you did what 

you had to, so he had about three or four different jobs. He drove 

dump truck for the WPA, dumping rocks down at Playa del Rey 

during the daytime, and then early in the morning he would throw 

bundles and set out loads for the drivers at the Peerless Laundry. 

Then in the evenings he parked cars at the Shrine Auditorium or 

worked in the roller rink on the Monday night 500 Club. So he did a 

lot of things, and during that time he finally started working steady 

at the laundry in the washroom, and that’s how he met my mom. 

They would walk together. They both lived in the same little 

apartment complex, and my mother was so afraid to cross the 

street that she would wait for him every morning until he got to the 

corner so she could walk across the street with him. Eventually they 

started talking and met, and somehow they got married. [laughs] 

Anyway, I came along and two more sisters. 

BAYHYLLE 

So, the three of you then. 

AMOS 

Then there’s three of us, yes. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Where was your mother from? 

AMOS 

My mother was born in a little place called Prattsville, Arkansas, and 

after her mother passed away, I guess for the first few years they 

lived there in Prattsville on the farm. They had a big cotton 

plantation or they had land that had cotton. But because of the 

[Great] Depression, eventually it seems that because her father’s 

first wife had passed away and left two children, and her mother 

had been married and had two children, so when they got married, 

there were four children, and then they had six more. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

So it seems that after my grandmother passed away, a few years 

later the oldest sister decided that that was her mother’s land, and 

she came and took it away from everybody. So they started moving 

and sharecropping and going from town to town, so they moved 

from one little farming village to another there in southern 

Arkansas, until my grandfather wound up working for a big place 

down in Dumas, and that’s where he died. So that’s where she was 

living when she came to California. 

BAYHYLLE 

What tribe was your mother? 

AMOS 

Cherokee. Her grandparents had come from Georgia and had come 

to Pine Bluff and never went over into Oklahoma. They were in the 

third removal from the Trail of Tears, so a lot of Cherokees stayed 

in that part of Arkansas and we were one of them. 

BAYHYLLE 
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What tribe was your father? 

AMOS 

From what I’ve been told, and there’s no proof of this, but his 

grandfather also was Cherokee, our great-grandfather, and they 

originally—well, as far back as I’ve been able to trace them, came 

through Missouri. 

BAYHYLLE 

On one of the other routes. 

AMOS 

Yes. Actually, my great-great-grandfather actually was in the Union 

Army. He was a colonel. When the war was over, there was a group 

of people that were going to run for president, and he was one of 

the delegation of twelve that was in that running, and that’s when 

they selected Abraham Lincoln. So after Lincoln was elected, they 

made him the first Indian representative for the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs over the Minnesota Territories. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was his name? 

AMOS 

You would ask that. Nathaniel McLean. Nathaniel Nutt McLean. 

BAYHYLLE 

Your parents both came here sort of independently of each other, 

and then eventually met, sort of living in the same complex, so they 

met each other. Tell me, did you have any other relatives here in 

Los Angeles or in this part of the country? 

AMOS 

At that time, like I said, my mother’s brothers had come out here 

because of the war, and eventually I think all of them came out, but 

then when the war broke out and the planes started flying over, 

some of them ran back home. [laughs] There’s one story about my 
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aunt running down the middle of the street during one of the air 

raids, where the Japanese bombers actually came over L.A., and 

she just started running down the street in her nightgown, 

hollering, “I’m going to Arkansas!” And that same night, my first 

cousins told my dad, “Just give me all the money you got in your 

pocket. You can have all our furniture.” I still have one chair left 

from that. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. And then he took off? 

AMOS 

They all went back to Arkansas. 

BAYHYLLE 

So that was a pretty frightening time. 

AMOS 

Yes. I was pretty little. I was just a baby at that time. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me about some of the schools you attended. 

AMOS 

My first school was 66th Street Elementary School on 66th and San 

Pedro, and at that time was actually a nice part of L.A., not so nice 

now, very old part of town now. I went to kindergarten there, and 

that was very good. I remember walking home. We had to cross 

San Pedro, which was a very busy street, and there was a big 

tunnel that went under the ground, and we had to walk through 

that tunnel in order to get across the street. That was kind of 

exciting and a little scary. Then the summer after kindergarten, we 

moved to the West Side and moved over off of Van Ness and 

Slauson, on Haas Avenue, and I went to grade school there from 

first grade through sixth grade at 59th Street Elementary. When I 

graduated, then I went to Horace Mann Junior High School off of 

Western and Florence, and finished ninth grade there. Then 
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although almost everybody in my junior high went to Washington 

High School, I ended up having to go to Manual Arts because I lived 

on the other side of the railroad tracks. I’ve never regretted having 

gone to Manual, because I had a wonderful experience there, even 

though it was very ethnically unbalanced when I went there. 

BAYHYLLE 

In what ways? 

AMOS 

It was about 89, 90 percent black, and I wasn’t used to that, so it 

was hard to get used to it. But at that time they divided us by our 

IQs, so I was in the experience college-prep classes all the way 

through, so I was in the same group of about seventy students from 

tenth grade through twelfth grade. We had the same classes, the 

same teachers all the way through, and everyone was college-

bound, so a lot of the students got college scholarships or whatever. 

So it was very, very competitive. So we were kind of an island unto 

ourselves. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you spent your entire high school years there at Manual Arts, 

and then what happened after you graduated? 

AMOS 

When I graduated from high school, I was looking for a summer 

job, and I tried everything. My best girlfriend and I had gone, 

before school was out, we had gone to every hospital we could get 

to that was close to downtown L.A., and nobody wanted us. So I 

started trying the dimestores. So I tried Newberry’s and 

Woolworth’s and everything, but in between, my mother had made 

me stay home the first couple of weeks after school was out to drive 

everybody to Vacation Bible School. So by the time I got started, 

there weren’t any jobs left. So finally, I went out to the laundry 

where my dad was working, the Hollywood Laundry at that time, 

and I said, “I’m not going to tell them who I am. I’m just going to 

apply for a job and see if they hire me.” Well, the lady was just 
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getting ready to turn me down and said, “I’m sorry, we don’t have 

any jobs,” when she noticed my name and she says, “Oh, you’re 

Driver 31’s daughter, aren’t you?” And I said, “Yes.” So she picked 

up the phone and she called over to the wash house and she talked 

to the supervisor there, Bob Trumble, and said, “I’ve got Mack’s 

daughter here. Do you want her?” He says, “Well, I’ll try her out, 

and if she’s worth her salt, I’ll keep her.” [laughs] So I got a big 

lecture when I got home that night that I’d better behave and I’d 

better work hard, and that I did, and for the next two summers I 

worked there and put away every single penny, except my bus fare 

to and from work, for college, and I started at Biola [College]. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was that like for you? 

AMOS 

It was lonely, because no one in our family had ever even finished 

high school, so they didn’t understand why I wanted to go to college 

instead of getting a job, although I was working. I went to work for 

the May Company in the credit office and worked there for three 

years while I went through school, then moved over to Sears and 

did the same thing. But I think just having to keep your nose to the 

grindstone and study and set your goals and not get involved with a 

whole lot of other things, it’s kind of a lonely life, but it was very 

rewarding and I’d never give it back. It’s paid off a hundred times 

over. 

BAYHYLLE 

While you were going through school, junior high and high school 

and Biola, did you have very many Indian friends? 

AMOS 

Yes. My very first Indian friend was a young man named Johnny 

Wardlow in the third grade. No, sixth grade. It was about 1952, I 

believe, and relocation was just starting, which I didn’t even know 

about at that time. But his family had been brought out here. He 

was Southern Ute, and they lived two blocks over from me, so at 
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school we became friends and we became the tetherball champions. 

Because this was the height of cowboy and Indian days on TV, 

everybody teased us about being the best ball players because we 

were Indian, so that was our legacy then through the sixth grade. 

Junior high, in the seventh grade I met a girl named Helen 

Dougherty, who was Creek. Her father was a pitcher for one of the 

ball teams in Oklahoma. I don’t know what you call it. Not the big 

fancy leagues, but the minor leagues. He had taught her to pitch, 

and she was the best pitcher I think I’ve ever seen. She could 

outpitch any of the boys in the school. So I played baseball my 

whole three years in junior high, and I was always on Helen’s team. 

BAYHYLLE 

Had her family come out on relocation, too? 

AMOS 

Her family had come on relocation, but she wouldn’t talk much 

about it. I don’t know. They just didn’t talk about it too much. But 

her and I had a lot of classes together and we became very good 

friends. Then as time went on, in the ninth grade my church always 

was very mission-minded, and— 

BAYHYLLE 

What church was that? 

AMOS 

That was Brentwood Chapel in Los Angeles. We were just a small 

little neighborhood church. We had had first a children’s revival with 

the Reverend Hurps that came from Colorado, and he first started 

telling us about the Oklahoma Indians and what had happened 

when the government got their oil and all that, and showed us a lot 

of movies about the great rip-off, he called it, and it just made me 

so highly aware of what was happening to the Indian people. I had 

already been very curious and interested in my Cherokee people 

and had read a lot of books by that time, and that heightened my 

interest. I started going downtown to the big library, the country 

library, and going into the history room there and getting some of 
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the real old books from the turn of the century, 1900s, and reading 

things about legends and history and all that sort of thing. So 

anyway, that kind of opened my eyes. Then shortly after that, 

Pastor brought in a group of people from the American Indian 

Liberation Crusade, and they put on an evening service, and during 

that time I met Ramona Snake and Norma Sams and several other 

people that were there, Miss White, several different Indians that 

were in the group that night, and ended up becoming very, very 

good friends with Ramona and with Norma, and remain friends with 

them to this day. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was the American Indian Liberation League all about? 

American Indian [unclear]? 

AMOS 

No. American Indian Liberation Crusade, I think the word 

“liberation” meaning that they were finding freedom in the gospel 

and in Christ, and being set free from whatever. Anyway, Dr. Henry 

Hedrick was a Biola graduate from [unclear] Theological Seminary 

and had wanted to go to Africa as a missionary, and his wife was 

not well, so they couldn’t go. So he was a contractor and he turned 

his interest to American Indians, and with the help of [Theodore] 

“Tiny” Roebuck and several other Natives in the area, they started a 

church down on 11th and Hope, and it was all tribes. Dr. Hedrick 

had one great big room where he had big hundred-pound sacks of 

beans and rice and all kinds of things to try and help people that 

were in need. He would go to their houses. He helped people move. 

He helped people find apartments. He did all kinds of things to help 

people. 

BAYHYLLE 

Indian people? 

AMOS 

Indian people. And one of my earliest recollections is going with him 

and we would go door to door and pass out invitations to come to 
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the meetings in the tenement houses that are in downtown around 

Olympic and that area, where most of the people that were brought 

out here on relocation were going to school. They were staying in 

those places up there around the Coliseum, and we would go every 

Tuesday night, we would go knocking on doors, and there would be 

a whole group of us, and inviting people, looking for Indian people 

to invite to church and let them know there were resources and that 

we were there to help them. 

BAYHYLLE 

What year was this? 

AMOS 

Let’s see. This was about 1961, ’60, ’61. 

BAYHYLLE 

So did you get a lot of recruits then through your canvassing, your 

door-to-door activities? A lot of people came down? 

AMOS 

Over the years, you know, a lot of people did come. They’d come 

for a while and they’d disappear, they’d move on. Then as the 

church grew, more and more people came that already came from 

churches in Oklahoma, and little by little, other churches formed. 

The Southern Baptist Association here in Los Angeles had a 

missionary that was a home missionary that was supposed to be 

having ministry for the American Indians, and so mostly the 

Oklahoma Indians got together and they started that work, and 

then eventually the first Indian Baptist Church came out of that. 

There was the Haggai Church, Little Creek, Middle Creek. 

BAYHYLLE 

How do you spell Haggai? 

AMOS 

H-a-g-g-a-i, I believe. I can look it up for you. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Middle Creek, you said, or Little Creek? 

AMOS 

The church came out of—in Oklahoma and Wewoka—I believe it’s 

Wewoka—there’s a church by the same name, so this was like 

Middle Creek Two. [laughs] That was LeDon Buckley’s group. Then 

that one eventually went by the wayside, and Haggai, they kind of 

went together. Then there was Brighter Day, which was mostly the 

Choctaw. All these different groups started to form from different 

groups of people that came out from—you know, leaders evolved 

and all of a sudden we had several different churches. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it sounds like you were familiar with the relocation project very 

early on in your life, even though you were not at that point directly 

involved in it at all, but you had friends, schoolmates who were and 

other people you met through school and the church as well. 

AMOS 

I got so interested in it in the eleventh grade, when we had to write 

a term paper, I decided to write my term paper for history on 

relocation, and in doing so, my teacher, Mr. Anderson, was a 

graduate student at USC [University of Southern California], and he 

offered to go and copy the law for me so I could actually have the 

actual act. And in doing so, he was so amazed because he had 

never heard of it. He had no idea that there was such a thing. And 

because he was such a stickler for doing a research project college 

style, we had to do three-by-five notes, footnotes. We had to 

interview people and so forth. 

BAYHYLLE 

Who did you interview? 

AMOS 
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I interviewed Dr. Hedrick because he was very active with all these 

different people that were involved in relocation. 

BAYHYLLE 

How did that go? What did you talk about, do you recall? 

AMOS 

Well, pretty much he just told me all kinds of things about all the 

different people that he’d helped and the kind of situations that he 

found, how some of the people that came out here from, for 

instance, Arizona, that had never used gas and lights and water 

before, how they had a lot of accidents, getting burned using gas 

stoves, and they didn’t know how to budget their money, so they 

would end up without enough to pay their rent, or without food. 

Alcoholism started taking its toll because on the reservation they 

really hadn’t had that, and they come out here and it’s everywhere. 

A lot of the men got involved in that, even the women. Children that 

needed clothes, a little bit of everything. He just kind of showed me 

everything he was doing. So during my first year in college, I 

started attending his church and helping and teaching Sunday 

School and actually going out on Sunday morning and picking up 

the children from the different places that I could walk to, and 

walking them to church and combing their hair and giving them 

something to eat, because a lot of times their parents were laying 

on the floor and didn’t even know they were gone. So that was my 

early— 

BAYHYLLE 

Some of your introduction to the relocation participants. 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

And the program itself and the effects of it. So you at Biola College, 

L.A. University, I guess it was. 
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AMOS 

It was during that same interview night when I interviewed Dr. 

Hedrick that I met who became my husband. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you met him at church? 

AMOS 

Yes, on that Thursday night. He was sitting outside in the doorway, 

and I didn’t really meet him meet him, but I met his brother, and 

my friend Ramona, that I already knew, was playing piano and 

Roy’s brother, Morris, was leading the singing. Being the same age 

as all of them, you know, we just automatically made friends and 

started getting around. I would ask Dr. Hedrick every now and then 

how the Amos boys were doing because he told me the story about 

their father, how he would beat them for coming to church, and that 

broke my heart to think that anybody would not want their children 

to do something good. So I don’t know, for a long time I would 

always ask, whenever I would see Dr. Hedrick, I would ask him, 

“How are the Amoses doing?” Then later on, Roy and I did meet at 

a volleyball game, and from there on I couldn’t get rid of him. 

[laughs] He followed me for years. 

BAYHYLLE 

You eventually got married then, is that right? 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you started a family? 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 
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What was that like then? Before we get into that discussion, let’s go 

back to a little bit about your own personal experience with 

relocation. Your parents had come out here basically on relocation, 

is that right? 

AMOS 

No, no. His parents. 

BAYHYLLE 

His parents. Right. So what was your own personal experience with 

relocation? Was it with your husband, then? 

AMOS 

Well, basically it started with the members of the church, because 

nearly everybody in our church came on relocation. It was family 

after family after family. As I would look around, I said, “Oh, my 

goodness. We all have the same kind of last name. It’s all Mc-

something or other.” It was McCoser and McKinley. I don’t know, 

just lots and lots of Mc’s. And I thought, wow, it was because we 

were pretty much all from the same region of Oklahoma, where the 

Scotch and Irish mixture with the Creek and Choctaw and Cherokee 

took place. So because of meeting so many people that had come 

out on relocation, I knew a lot about it, but more than that, Roy’s 

family had come on relocation in 1954. They came and his dad had 

been working the fields and couldn’t find work, and his mom— 

BAYHYLLE 

In Oklahoma? 

AMOS 

In Oklahoma. His mom was staying in a camp house there at 

Stratford, at the church, and she said one day the government car 

came up and said, “You’re going to California.” She had no idea 

where California was, let alone being prepared to go, but she 

bundled up what she had, and her and the seven kids got on the 

train. She had twins that were ten months old. And they came to 

California and were put at Aliso Village in downtown Los Angeles, 
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and that’s where they started. At that point, Roy had already been 

to Carter Seminary to boarding school for a couple of years, so he 

did speak English. 

BAYHYLLE 

How old was he then? 

AMOS 

He was eight when they came. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was that like for them? 

AMOS 

It was pretty scary. It was hard. I know that he used to talk about 

because the housing project was all black and there was only a 

couple of Indian families there, that they weren’t used to being 

around black people. They didn’t know them, and it was really hard 

for them. So little by little, they did make friends, but Roy had a 

hard time because they would pick on him. His nickname was 

[unclear] which means “skinny” in Choctaw, and he was very, very 

skinny. Even when we got married, he was very skinny. He had like 

a 28-inch waist. But he had a rheumatic heart and he never did get 

too big. So they would pick on him. So one day they were playing 

baseball, the elementary school there. I think he was in second 

grade. One of the boys started hitting him. His dad had told him, 

“Stick up for yourself. If they hit you, you hit them back.” Well, he 

did more than that. He hit them with the baseball bat. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, he was just a little boy. You have to protect yourself. 

AMOS 

The school decided he was dangerous, so they put him in a special 

school over by General Hospital, where he stayed until he finished 

grade school. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Oh, dear. How did that work? 

AMOS 

I think he probably got a better education. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

Well, he didn’t get picked on anymore either. 

AMOS 

I hope not. He didn’t say anything more about being picked on after 

that. 

BAYHYLLE 

So he had come out in relocation with his family, and you had all 

this experience with the other people in the church who had come 

out on relocation. You met Roy, then, in church and developed a 

friendship and eventually got married. Is that right? Where did you 

live and what was that like, married life in Los Angeles? Where did 

you work? 

AMOS 

When we got married, I was working at Sears. I was a credit 

authorizer and I was sort of in a management training position at 

that point. I had just graduated from college, and I worked for one 

year after I graduated, before I got married. But during that time I 

was still living on the West Side of Los Angeles, and his family lived 

in Bell Gardens, so we started seeing each other. I was driving back 

and forth to Bell Gardens. His family had always been very poor. His 

father was a meat shrouder for Atlas Packing, and with a large 

family of seven kids, eight kids, actually, the oldest boy was at 

Haskill [Indian Nations University], so he wasn’t home, but it was 

really hard, you know, and a lot of times there wasn’t enough to eat 

or whatever. So they never had a car. They walked everywhere. So 

I had a car, so I did the driving. I actually taught him how to drive, 
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got him his first driver’s license, and that was exciting for me. 

Where were we going with this? 

BAYHYLLE 

You got married. 

AMOS 

Yes, we got married. So we got married. 

BAYHYLLE 

And settled down. 

AMOS 

Settled down. We found a little apartment, duplex, actually, in Bell 

Gardens, and we stayed there for a while. 

BAYHYLLE 

Where did Roy work? You were still at Sears then? 

AMOS 

I was still at Sears and he got a job at American Bridge, and he was 

doing really well and I was doing well, and things were going good, 

and then after I got pregnant, I have scoliosis, and so the way I was 

carrying the baby, I couldn’t stand. So in my fifth month of 

pregnancy, it was getting so hard to stand, that the doctor told me I 

could take off work. So about that same time, he got laid off from 

American Bridge, so then our troubles started. He went from job to 

job after that. Finally, we moved from that duplex, that little one-

bedroom duplex in Bell Gardens, down the street to a little house 

that had a yard and a garage and everything, in Commerce, and we 

were there for a while, when he got laid off. At that time we were 

trying to get into something that was more family oriented. Then he 

got hired at Northrop. Yes, Northrop. We moved to the other side of 

town, all the way over to Hawthorne. While we were there, that’s 

when Jenny was born. Again, he didn’t stay at Northrop very long, 

and then, I mean, that year I think he had thirteen jobs. Things got 

worse and worse, and the Vietnam War was going on, and he was 
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4-F, and he tried and tried to get in the military and they wouldn’t 

take him. All his brothers were in the service; his three older 

brothers were. I mean his two older brothers and his younger 

brother were already—one was in Vietnam and one was in 

Greenland and one was a fireman in New Mexico, but he was in the 

Air Force. So it was, like, getting very frustrating, and I was getting 

really, really scared. I was teaching school at a little Christian school 

in Hawthorne, Hawthorne Christian School, and not making very 

much money. It was really, really getting hard. It was barely 

keeping food on the table. So he decided he wanted to go back to 

Oklahoma and come back out on relocation so he could go to school 

and get a trade, so that’s how we went back to Oklahoma, so he 

could go to trade school. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you and Roy and Jenny—was Jenny the only one you had at that 

time? 

AMOS 

Actually, I had the two. I had Roy. Roy was two years old. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you had small children, and the two of you moved back. Where 

did you back to Oklahoma? 

AMOS 

Oklahoma City. 

BAYHYLLE 

Is that where he had family or you had family there? 

AMOS 

His dad’s back had gotten really, really bad, and they had moved 

back while Mitchell was over in Vietnam, to get back surgery, and 

then they stayed around the Lawton area for a while, and then 

eventually relocated back to Oklahoma City, where he went back to 

being a meat shrouder because he couldn’t find anything else. It’s 
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really hard in Oklahoma City for Indians to find work. So he ended 

up finally getting a janitorial job because his high blood pressure got 

bad and he couldn’t do the shrouding anymore. But the surgery 

worked. They fused his discs or whatever, and put plastic discs in 

his back. 

BAYHYLLE 

To give some relief? 

AMOS 

Yes. So that’s how we ended up in Oklahoma City. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you moved back to Oklahoma City, you and your husband and 

the two children. 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

And tell me how the relocation process went for you, the two of you. 

AMOS 

Well, during that time, I guess maybe just before we moved back or 

somewhere right in that neighborhood of time, I got pregnant 

again, so I was expecting my third child. He really thought that he 

was going to find a job back there and everything was going to be 

fine. Well, it didn’t happen. Our car broke down. We didn’t have any 

way to get around. Bus fare was very high, and buses just don’t run 

very often out there. It was just really hard. I mean, we walked 

everywhere. He was used to that, but I wasn’t. So I mean, I got 

used to it, but, I mean, we walked everywhere. We walked and 

carried our groceries for miles. 

BAYHYLLE 

Laundry? 
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AMOS 

Laundry. I had a little wagon about that big that I used to pile the 

laundry on and tie it down with rope and then pull it with a rope to 

the Laundromat. Or wash by hand and hang it out. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it was a struggle. 

AMOS 

So it was a real struggle. So he found out more and more about 

relocation and found out that after we’d been there a certain length 

of time that we would be eligible. So then when we were there—I 

think it was a year we had to be there, he applied and they told us 

to come in to Anadarko and do all the paperwork. We did it, and 

then they told us that we couldn’t come on relocation until after the 

baby was born and had been looked at by the doctors at Shawnee 

Indian Clinic. Then on February the second she was born at 

[unclear] Indian Hospital in Lawton, and then in May she was old 

enough to have her final checkups and shots. We went to Shawnee 

and they released us, and then we got here the weekend before 

Mother’s Day. 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me what that was like, what the trip was like? How did you 

come out and what were the circumstances of the trip out? 

AMOS 

It was kind of scary. I had never ridden on a train before outside of 

at Knott’s Berry Farm. [laughs] So to have three babies on the train 

was not easy, because we didn’t have a coach where we could lay 

down or sleep, so trying to help the kids to sleep sitting up or laying 

on the seat when there was room wasn’t too easy. And the same 

way with trying to make sure that they had food or didn’t get 

hungry or cry or make a lot of noise. It was difficult. At first, there 

weren’t too many people on the train, so the kids had more room to 

kind of spread out or lay down on the seat, but as we got further 
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and further west and the train got fuller and fuller, by the time we 

got to Gallup [New Mexico], the train was packed and we just had 

to sit in our one seat and hold the kids. The last part of the journey 

was pretty difficult. It was long because they went up through 

Kansas City and all up through that way, and came back down into 

Sante Fe [New Mexico] and then across New Mexico, so it was a 

long, long route. 

BAYHYLLE 

It wasn’t a direct route then. 

AMOS 

I could have done better taking the bus. But it was interesting, 

because I’d always wanted to go to Dodge City, except all I got to 

see was the platform. They wouldn’t let us off the train. So I 

couldn’t really say I put my feet on the ground in Dodge City, but I 

did see the boarding and off-boarding ramps. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you rode the train out. Took you several days, I would imagine. 

AMOS 

Three days. We got here early, early in the morning, on a Monday 

morning, and we got into Union Station in Los Angeles, no one there 

to meet us, about six in the morning. It was really scary. Didn’t 

really have hardly any money, and I don’t know why I didn’t call my 

mother or my sister, but I either didn’t have their phone number or 

I didn’t have the change; I don’t know which. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they were still living here in Los Angeles? 

AMOS 

Yes, my mom and my sister. I have two sisters and a mother here. 

My father had passed away. So I don’t know why I didn’t call them 

until later, but we were expecting for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[BIA] to meet us at the train and they didn’t, so it was very 
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perplexing, and I needed milk. My baby needed milk and nobody 

had milk that early in the morning. We finally ended up filling her 

bottle with water and coffee creamer. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. 

AMOS 

Until we were able to get some fresh milk for her. She was just six 

weeks old or eight weeks old, something like that, and she 

needed—she didn’t need that. But we met an Apache girl in the 

bathroom. I met an Apache girl in the ladies’ bathroom. She was 

just beside herself. She didn’t know what to do. She was sitting 

there with a telephone book, going through it, trying to find her 

sister, and didn’t have any idea what to do or where to go. So at 

least we had the number for the BIA and the phone number that we 

were able to share with her, and she came out and I think we 

bought her something to eat and calmed her down. I don’t 

remember whatever happened to her. But eventually we got a hold 

of the BIA and they sent—there was a new organization that had 

just started, called UIDA [United Indian Development Association], 

and they sent a representative out to pick us up in a van, and they 

took us to their office and processed us and told us where we were 

going to be living, then took us to Bell, to Chanslor Street, and put 

us in an apartment. 

BAYHYLLE 

So it was sort of the same general area that you had lived in before 

when you first met Roy, or where Roy was living, right? Because his 

family had lived in Bell Gardens. 

AMOS 

Yes. So we knew the area somewhat. I wasn’t totally a stranger to 

it, although I hadn’t lived there all that long myself. He did. I mean, 

we knew the main streets, Florence and Gage and— 

BAYHYLLE 
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So UIDA processed your paperwork. You didn’t get processed at the 

BIA offices, is that right? 

AMOS 

They took us first to the BIA and then to UIDA. This was in 1972, I 

believe. Anyway, it was right after the big earthquake in Northridge, 

and we were looking at all the cracks in the building. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my gosh. 

AMOS 

We just missed it. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they took you to an apartment house, is that right? 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

Apartment building? 

AMOS 

On Chanslor Street. It’s between Florence and Gage. I think I can 

still find it. 

BAYHYLLE 

Was it furnished? 

AMOS 

It was a furnished apartment. It was a two-bedroom apartment, 

and I can’t remember if we had cribs or not. It’s kind of fuzzy. All I 

know is that there were no dishes, and all our stuff was in storage 

and they wouldn’t let us have it, so I was there with no dishes and 

no clothes for my kids, and that’s pretty hard to run a house. So I 

did finally call my mom and told her that I didn’t have anything to 



25 
 

cook with, and her and my sisters got together and brought me the 

few things that I needed, and we bought paper plates and cups and 

plastic forks and stuff, until we could actually get a few things that 

we needed. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they took you to the apartment building and you got sort of set 

up, as best you could. What happened to Roy then? How did he 

progress? 

AMOS 

We came out on what they called direct placement, and so then 

they took him down to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and they gave 

him job referrals, and he went on two or three, and he got one at 

Robert Shaw. He didn’t really have any trouble getting hired; he 

just had trouble staying on the job. He had, as we found out later, 

he just had schizophrenia, and he would get real paranoid. He’d 

think people were talking about him or looking at him or something. 

I don’t know. I never could understand it until years later, but in the 

early days it was very, very— 

BAYHYLLE 

Hard to understand? 

AMOS 

It was hard to understand, and I tried to understand it. It’s real 

hard when you’re young and you need money and you need to feed 

your children, and the one that’s supposed to be providing it isn’t 

doing such a good job of it. 

BAYHYLLE 

And you don’t understand why. 

AMOS 

Yes. Things got harder and harder, and I couldn’t go to work right 

then because I had the three kids. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Babies. Right. 

AMOS 

And so, you know, eventually I did go back to work, and I’ve always 

worked, but there was periods of time when I couldn’t work. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was direct placement? 

AMOS 

It meant that they would put them on a job. E : Was that sort of a 

category separate from other plans for relocation people? 

AMOS 

Yes. There was two ways to come, either on direct placement or 

vocational training. He had wanted vocational training, but he 

wanted to do welding, and because his math skills weren’t high 

enough, they told him he couldn’t have the welding. So he got mad 

and he said, “Well, just send me back anyway.” [laughs] Because 

by that time he was upset about the whole thing and he was very 

impatient. 

BAYHYLLE 

So he found a job right away but had trouble— 

AMOS 

Staying on it. 

BAYHYLLE 

Staying on it and would change jobs. 

AMOS 

Of course, we didn’t have a car, so he was riding the bus and 

leaving early, early in the morning and having— 

BAYHYLLE 
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Late at night. 

AMOS 

Yes, late at night. So it was really difficult. 

BAYHYLLE 

In this apartment where you were first set up, did you meet any 

other Indian people there? 

AMOS 

Everybody in the apartment was on relocation. 

BAYHYLLE 

Everybody there? 

AMOS 

Everybody was there. The family that lived upstairs from us was 

Navajo and they had ten children. I don’t remember where they 

were from in Arizona, but the man was a welder and he had found a 

job, but they couldn’t find a place to live. Poor things, I don’t think 

they were used to having running water, because they would 

overrun the water in the bathroom day after day, and it would seep 

down through the ceiling and drop down into our house. 

BAYHYLLE 

Into your apartment. 

AMOS 

It was really something. I’d never seen that before, because I’d 

never actually lived in an apartment before. 

BAYHYLLE 

With all different people. 

AMOS 

We’d always lived in a house. So this was a whole new experience 

for me. Then the people next door to us, the girl was white, but the 
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fellow was Eskimo, and they were quite an interesting couple. We 

got to be pretty good friends with them for a while during the time 

we were there. What happened is that they brought all our furniture 

out here in a van with Allied Van Lines, and they put it in storage. 

So they tell you you have this certain amount of money to buy 

furniture and get set up with when you get here, but the longer you 

stayed in the apartment, they were deducting rent out of it. Every 

other thing that you got, whatever money they gave you, came out 

of that allotment. So your whatever, $5,000 or whatever you 

started with, got smaller and smaller and smaller, and so we were 

worried that there wasn’t going to be any money left at all. 

BAYHYLLE 

To retrieve your furniture. 

AMOS 

So we finally went—they were supposed to help us find the place 

once Roy found a job, and they took me out a few times, but we 

never really did real house hunting, so finally I went and we found a 

place on our own. It was in Bell Gardens on Perry Road. It was a 

duplex, and just happened that our next-door neighbors were 

Navajo, so it was really nice. My daughter started to kindergarten 

that year at [unclear] Elementary, and we were there for a while. 

And things got worse and worse. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

On the job scene, you mean? 

AMOS 

Yes, with Roy, until finally I lost the baby. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

And he was born alive, but he died after three days. And Roy just 

went bananas. 
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BAYHYLLE 

It was just enough to— 

AMOS 

Yeah. 

BAYHYLLE 

—push him over the brink. 

AMOS 

I lasted as long as I could, and he finally did some ugly things at his 

brother’s house, and his brother got very upset and called his 

father, and his father said, “Send Glenna back to Oklahoma.” So 

they put me on the bus and sent me and the kids, me and three 

kids, back to Oklahoma, and we kind of tried to start over again, 

but it’s hard to be in your in-laws’ house and then have your 

husband come and find you there. 

BAYHYLLE 

Right. 

AMOS 

Against the— 

BAYHYLLE 

Wishes of his father. 

AMOS 

And it wasn’t that I didn’t like him or love him, because he was my 

husband and the father of my children, and so we tried again. I had 

my fourth child, and things went along pretty good for a while, for 

about a year, and then Kinta was born. Then I don’t know what 

happened. When I come home from the hospital, he kind of fell 

apart. He got a nice job. The pastor of our church got him a nice job 

working—it was actually at the church, but they were building a 

courthouse, courtroom, in part of the church, and he helped. As 
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long as he had that job, he was fine and he could walk to work and 

it was just wonderful. Then they wanted him to continue when they 

finished with that project. They wanted him to go on and do the 

next project, but we didn’t have a car, and so he couldn’t stay with 

the contractor. Then he got another job working at a place 

somewhere in downtown area, where they made crematoriums, and 

he was doing welding and things. Right after that was when Kinta 

was born, and after that, I don’t know, he just fell apart again. It 

was about a year later when I had to leave, this time for good. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you left Oklahoma? 

AMOS 

And I drove to California in my ’55 Pontiac, with no money. [laughs] 

That’s another story. With me and my four kids. And we started life 

over again. 

BAYHYLLE 

Back out here. 

AMOS 

Back in Los Angeles. 

BAYHYLLE 

Did you move back to your family, your parents’ house? 

AMOS 

My father had passed away before all of this happened, and so I 

just had my mom. She lived in a little single wide trailer in a mobile 

park in Torrance, so she didn’t have any way to help me at all. She 

was on a very, very limited income. My sister did receive me, and I 

stayed with her for a few weeks until I got a job. I went to work for 

Pacific Electric Cord, running a spooling machine, and I stayed 

there. We found an apartment again over in Commerce, and got all 

moved in. We didn’t have any furniture, but there was a few pieces 

of furniture in the house, a table, a stove, and a refrigerator, a 
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dresser. Anyway, I went to Gardena Southern Baptist Church, 

where we had—at one point we had lived in Gardena, and I had 

gone to that church for a while. I knew the pastor. He was also part 

Indian, and he was very aware of my problems. So they just 

happened to have bought new nursery furniture, and he says, “Well, 

we’ve got a couple of cribs here. You can have them if you can get 

them home.” So I got one of my Navajo friends that had a truck, 

and they came and brought the cribs to the house. So here I had 

two cribs and a couch that made into a bed. 

BAYHYLLE 

So you started [unclear]. 

AMOS 

So then I started working. I was working at Pacific Electric Cord. 

And so I went by this place, they were having a yard sale, and they 

had a bed for sale. It was a double bed. I tied it to the roof of my 

car and drove all the way from Gardena to the city of Commerce, 

real slow. [laughs] So then we had a bed. A Navajo friend of mine 

had a television she said I could have for $20, so payday, I bought 

her TV. So little by little, we started getting things and just started 

all over again. And everybody was helpful. I mean, people that we 

had known when we were out here before helped us. My sisters 

went to the swap meet and bought me utensils to cook with and 

pots and pans. Little by little, we got everything we really had to 

have. 

BAYHYLLE 

[unclear]. 

AMOS 

The very first thing that I did was—Southern California Indian 

Center, in those days, they were on New Hampshire at that time, 

and they had this big room full of clothes. They were on tables and 

stuff. I was able to go in there and I found clothes. See, we came 

out here with nothing. I had the clothes on my back. My kids had 

just the clothes on their back. We didn’t have any changing clothes 
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or anything. Blankets, nothing. So by going to the Indian Center, I 

came home with several big bags full of things that I needed for the 

kids. 

BAYHYLLE 

Linens? 

AMOS 

No linens. Clothes for the kids, mainly, and an iron I had for years. 

[laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

My gosh. My goodness. 

AMOS 

I’ll never forget, Mary McKenzie gave me an old Singer sewing 

machine that she had, and I put that sewing machine to good use. I 

like to sew. So I would either alter things that we got from the 

secondhand store or from the Indian Center, or I would make 

things. But we got back into the church and friends, and through 

the support of the church and the people there, it was our family. 

BAYHYLLE 

So did you meet more relocation people then on this second or third 

[unclear]? 

AMOS 

Yes, because when we came back, we started going to the First 

Southern Baptist Indian Church instead of First Indian, and it was a 

whole ‘nother group of people. 

BAYHYLLE 

Relocation people? 

AMOS 

A lot of them, yes. The Andersons, big family. I don’t know if you 

knew any of the Andersons. 
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BAYHYLLE 

Doesn’t sound familiar, no. 

AMOS 

A very big family. And then the Tigers. Oh, goodness, I’d have to 

stop and think about all the names, the Sams and George King. I 

don’t know. There was just so many people, but everybody was so 

helpful to us. Of course, I was always very much a big part of the 

church too. I taught Sunday School. I was Sunday School director, 

women’s director, played the piano for the church, did a lot of 

things around the Vacation Bible School. So that was our life. We 

practically lived at church. During that time we also had Choctaw 

language classes so that the kids could learn Choctaw. I learned a 

lot of Choctaw. That was fun. We were active in the Fifth Sunday 

Singing Association. During that time, too, of course I had to go to 

work. I didn’t stay at Pacific Electric Cord, because after a few 

months the kids, when the summer was over, they wouldn’t go to 

school until I got home in the morning. I was working graveyard. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

And my babysitters were teenagers that lived up in the front house. 

They were the landlord’s daughters. Once they started back to 

school, they couldn’t spend the night at my house anymore. So I 

got this Navajo girl that was coming over. She was the niece of 

another friend, the one I bought the TV from, the Elhorses. She was 

watching the kids, and she’d get them up and get them all dressed 

for school and give them breakfast and everything, and I’d get 

home and they wouldn’t go get on the bus until they saw me. So I 

started picking them up the minute I got home and driving them to 

school, but they were being fifteen minutes later every day. So I 

told the teacher what was going on and I said, “I hate for them to 

be late, but I don’t know what to do about it. The only other option 

is to quit my job for a while until they settle down and get 
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comfortable.” So that’s what I ended up doing. I ended up getting 

welfare for about ten months. During that time, I got involved with 

Tribal American Daycare Center and Preschool and all the different 

parts of Tribal American, and Jenny was old enough for preschool, 

so I started having her go to preschool. They made you volunteer, 

and so I would ride the bus with the kids, so I got to know all the 

Indians all over, Maywood, Bell Gardens, and Bell. I knew where 

everybody lived. It was so funny, because when we’d be driving 

somewhere, the kids would say, “So-and-so lives there. So-and-so 

lives there.” [laughs] Because riding the bus, they knew where all 

their friends lived. So, little by little, I started regaining myself. 

They had a Mommy and Me class that I started participating in, 

where I was able to actually just talk and get some of this anger 

and this bewilderment out of myself, and start becoming who I 

should be. It was good. 

BAYHYLLE 

And the children started to calm down? 

AMOS 

Yes, they became confident. So after a while, they called me one 

day and they said, “We have a job out in Santa Monica for the 

Educational Opportunity Center, but they need somebody that 

knows about the BIA and about relocation.” I said, “Well, I know 

about it.” [laughs] I did, I knew a lot about it. 

BAYHYLLE 

Yes, you did. 

AMOS 

So I took the job. They really liked me. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was the job all about now? 

AMOS 
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I was supposed to be the Indian recruiter and case manager for this 

Educational Opportunity Center, and the whole idea was that at that 

time the federal government had come up with these Pell Grants. 

They were all different kinds of financial aid to go to college. All the 

colleges across the nation had started these educational opportunity 

programs to help ethnic people reach parity in the different 

universities. 

BAYHYLLE 

What year was this? 

AMOS 

This was in 1975. So then I started doing that, and I just really, 

really enjoyed it. It just brought me back to life, you know, because 

I had a good education and I’d had good jobs before all this ten 

years of going downhill. So the lady that was the director, her name 

was Harriet Glickman. She just took a shine to me for some reason 

and she just mentored me. 

BAYHYLLE 

Was she Indian? 

AMOS 

No, she was Jewish. Her husband was one of these big muckety-

mucks with the studios, and he was never home, and she was very 

lonely, and she just found strength in me and I found strength in 

her. She just mentored me, and she would tell me to do something 

and I would do it. If I needed help, she would help me. So one of 

the things she wanted to do was put on a seminar on Indian 

education, and I knew about Title IV and I knew about EOP, so I 

said, “Well, why don’t we bring the two together.” So she helped 

me, and I wrote some letters and we sent them out to every state 

college in the Cal State system and the UC [University of California] 

system, and little by little I was getting to know who the Indian 

recruiters were in all the schools up and down the state. Then I 

started getting to know all the Title IV people in all the local school 

districts, L.A. Unified. I got involved with the Indian Education 
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Commission. I got involved with—there was another commission 

that had to do with Indian education. Then I just got involved in all 

these things through her, and also she took me to other meetings 

and we would go down to the BIA with Ernie and some of them to 

be proactive, to try and get the government to give the Indian 

students their money up front or have a fund here at the BIA so 

that when they would come on relocation to go to school, they 

would come out here and they’d be stranded, with no money, no 

books, no money to pay tuition, be ready to start school and then 

not be able to start or get started, and have to stop because the 

money didn’t come. 

BAYHYLLE 

That was a real problem. That was a chronic problem, wasn’t it? 

AMOS 

It was a really, really bad problem. I don’t know how anybody 

managed, I honestly don’t, all the horror stories I’ve seen and 

heard. So during that time we also had a veterans program as part 

of our recruitment there at EOC. 

BAYHYLLE 

For those who could quality for the GI Bill? 

AMOS 

We did have a lot of Indian veterans that came through the 

program, one of which was Dave Rambo, and we actually recruited 

him and took him upstairs to the [unclear] Program, or to the ESEP 

Program. What they did was they could go there for a year and get 

college credit, but it helped them get their reading and math and 

other skills back up to par in order to be competitive in college. 

Then a lot of them went on to Cal State— 

BAYHYLLE 

Long Beach? 

AMOS 
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No. 

BAYHYLLE 

L.A.? 

AMOS 

CSUN [California State University Northridge]. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, in Northridge. 

AMOS 

Northridge, yes. So Bill Gibbens and Dave Rambo both ended up at 

CSUN, and quite a few others. My friend Ramona ended up out 

there. Sister Ruby [unclear], a Catholic nun, was the one in front of 

financial aid, and I guess she was very instrumental with the Indian 

students, helping them get their finances straightened out and keep 

everything going so they could stay in school. So I stayed with the 

EOC Program until—I was under a CETA [Comprehensive 

Employment Training Act] Program, so when the funds ran out, I 

had to leave. At that time, because of the conference that I put on 

and bringing all these people from all the different schools, I met 

Mr. Lopez from Cal Poly, and he says, “If you ever need a job, come 

see me.” So I thought he meant a job-job, so the minute I knew 

that I was leaving EOC, I called him. I said, “Well, I’m available.” He 

said, “Well, come fill out an application.” So he had me fill out an 

application for school, and so what they did was they transferred 

my credits and started me as a second-year junior with a new 

major. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

So that I could be the EOP recruiter for them. I was still stationed at 

EOC. [laughs] So here I am, a mother with four kids in preschool, 

daycare, and elementary school, driving from city of Commerce in 
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an old ragged station wagon to Cal Poly early in the morning, taking 

classes, leaving school at around noon or one or whatever, and 

rushing to downtown L.A. and working until dark, and trying to get 

back to Tribal American and Maywood by the closing time at six to 

pick up my kids and take them home and feed them and study and 

keep going to school. Well, finally I got sick. I got really, really bad 

sick, and I got a really terrible intestinal GI infection, just couldn’t 

get rid of it, and because I knew all the Title IV people, I definitely 

went straight to the Montebello School District and said, “Do you 

have anything open?” Because I wasn’t going to stay home and—

you know, I couldn’t go to school, but I could work, even though I 

could hardly get out of bed. [laughs] And she says, “Well, I only 

have something part-time right now.” I said, “Okay, well, let me get 

well first and I’ll come back in a few weeks and we’ll see what you 

have.” So meantime, my youngest brother-in-law, who had gone to 

Vietnam, had come home and he’d become a policeman in 

Tishomingo [Oklahoma], and it was during the Fourth of July Indian 

[unclear] tournament, and a bootlegger shot him in the back and 

killed him. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

And I was sitting at the piano in church that Sunday morning when 

the phone call came, and someone came rushing from the back 

house and grabbed me off the piano and said, “The police are 

calling you from Oklahoma.” What on earth? So I went, and the call 

came, saying that Mitchell had been killed. I hadn’t talked to the 

folks in three years. It had been three years since I had come back 

out to California on my own. It just happened that my sister-in-law 

and my brother-in-law had contacted me and asked if they could 

come and visit and see the kids. I had said, “Sure. I have no reason 

not to have you see the children.” So they had just left that 

morning. That was Sunday morning. They had left early in the 

morning to go back to Oklahoma. I had one brother-in-law that 
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lived here, and his wife and children, and his father-in-law 

happened to be here, because at that time—no, not his father-in-

law. My other sister-in-law’s husband was in the Marines, and they 

were stationed at El Toro. Johnny’s father was here, father and 

mother were here, and so we all got together really quickly, 

somebody tuned up my car, and we drove to Oklahoma. We packed 

the car with everybody that would fit in, and I had a station wagon 

and Johnny’s parents had a nice car. Anyway, we just packed 

everybody in the two cars and we went to Oklahoma for the funeral, 

and that was the first time that I saw my husband in three years 

and got to see Grandma and Grandpa and everybody. And that was 

the beginning of healing, I think. I was too afraid that he would 

come home with me. [laughs] So I stayed up in the city with my 

sister-in-law and let the kids stay with their grandma so that he 

could visit with them. Then when we came back, I had been called—

I had gone on an interview for the Department of Employment, and 

they called me and I started to work a couple of weeks later, and 

worked there for the next twenty years. 

BAYHYLLE 

Oh, my goodness. 

AMOS 

With East L.A. First and I was hired as the Indian representative for 

the area because of the high Indian population in this area. So over 

those twenty years I was able to serve family after family with 

employment. 

BAYHYLLE 

Lots of Indian families, is that right? 

AMOS 

Lots and lots and lots of them. 

BAYHYLLE 

You’ve had a long history, then, of service to this community in 

various ways, through the church and through your job and then 
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just through your own volunteer and through your own personal 

growth, efforts of personal growth. 

AMOS 

I could always tell the women that would sit at my desk with the 

same story I had, that, “You can do it,” because I had done it. I 

said, “There’s help,” you know. At that time, United American Indian 

involvement was just a drop-in center down on skid row, but I 

worked with them. They’d send me people that were just the 

snowbirds that just came out from North Dakota or new arrivals, 

and they would call and say, “I’m looking for my cousin,” or 

somebody. I’d probably know somebody in their family and helped 

people find their relatives and find jobs. It’s just amazing, the 

stories that I could tell, but really heartwarming, wonderful 

experiences that I keep in my heart, you know, as very special. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was the community like here then in those years? Obviously 

everyone was struggling. It sounds like everyone was having a 

similar struggle, similar challenges. It sounds like they struggled to 

find work, find housing, keep their kids fed, keep things going and 

holding everything together. You had a lot of experience in the 

church. That was part of your life, sounds like, for almost all of your 

life. What did those Indian people do to sort of keep it all together? 

Did they go to the church, too, as well? 

AMOS 

Well, our churches were all Indian. There were very few non-Indians 

in the church. Once in a while there was someone who was married 

to a non-Indian. 

BAYHYLLE 

So they were well attended? People did go to church? 

AMOS 

Yes, and we helped each other. We were family, because everybody 

was here and their family was somewhere else, so we became 



41 
 

family to each other. The kids thought of each other—didn’t really 

think of them as cousins and aunts and uncles, but they took the 

place of aunts and uncles. I was always so fearful, raising my 

children without a father, but it was because of the men in the 

church that led the Boys Brigade and so forth, where they taught 

them to wrestle and they taught them to make things with their 

hands, and the boys had that experience with an adult male that 

could guide them and holler at them if they needed to, you know, or 

come and tell me that they weren’t behaving. I was very fortunate, 

because we lived in the city of Commerce for about twenty years, 

and during that time the city of Commerce was a very small 

community, industry surrounded by four parks with small residences 

around the areas. The city didn’t charge anything to be in the 

athletic programs, so the kids could play baseball and basketball 

and football all year ‘round, and it didn’t cost me hardly anything. 

So I was able to afford to participate in those things. And because 

of so many other Indian people in our area, at one point there were 

five little girls on our basketball team that were all Choctaw and 

Navajo. [laughs] I said, “I bet there’s not another basketball team 

in an inner city anywhere that has all Indians playing on their 

team,” you know, outside of an Indian school or something. So we 

appreciated each other. We helped each other. We shared. We could 

call each other and say—I mean, to this day I still get calls when 

somebody passes away. They always call and tell me. We were 

very, very loyal to each other. 

BAYHYLLE 

Very supportive? 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

What was sort of the cultural climate out here? There were so many 

different tribes, it sounds like, by that time, eventually, so many 

different representations here of tribal communities. 
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AMOS 

I think Indians are like anybody else, you know. You kind of stick to 

your own. I don’t know if it’s because of the food. It’s certainly not 

the language. Cultural differences, the northern tribes were never 

usually so much a part with the southern tribes. The Oklahoma 

people, like they were all relatives, even though they weren’t even 

the same tribe, we just kind of all blended together really well. The 

northern tribes, even though they came around or some of them 

would join the church or whatever, I don’t know if it was a suspicion 

or—I don’t know. 

BAYHYLLE 

What do you mean, suspicion? 

AMOS 

I don’t know what other kind of work to use. You probably know 

what I’m talking about. I don’t know how to say it. 

BAYHYLLE 

Give me an example. 

AMOS 

For some reason, the Creeks, the Choctaws, the Chickasaws, the 

Seminoles, they could all just almost speak the same language, 

even though it wasn’t all the same language, but we ate the same 

kind of food, we kind of understood each other because we had the 

same way of doing things, but the northern people had a different 

way of doing things. So there was, like, well, a little hesitancy 

about, “Well, I’m not sure about them,” or whatever. I’m not quite 

sure how to say it. I never personally really felt that way. I liked all 

people and I was curious about every tribe and I wanted to know 

everything I could about them, but that didn’t seem to be the case 

a lot of times, especially when it came to leadership or whatever. 

BAYHYLLE 

Some clear divisions there. 
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AMOS 

I think so. 

BAYHYLLE 

First of all, by tribal group, and secondly, I would imagine, 

[unclear]. 

AMOS 

Seems like the Indians from other states didn’t think the California 

Indians were real Indians. [laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

Tell me about that. Give me an example of that. 

AMOS 

Well, my next-door neighbor, the first place we lived when we first 

came back, we were always talking about Indians and going to the 

Indian church and stuff. One day she come over and she says, 

“Guess what? I got this paper that says that I’m [unclear].” 

Anyway, I had met—earlier on, I had met Mr. Ortega out in 

[unclear] when he was trying to get the state to accept the 

California Indians in that area as real Indians, and so I knew a little 

bit about it, so when she came and told me that she was really a 

card-carrying Indian, you know, she was so proud of it, and I was 

proud for her. But I can see why people from other states, where 

they have their language and they have their culture, I mean real 

culture, would think that the California Indians back in that time, 

who didn’t really identify as being Indians, all of a sudden became 

Indians overnight, why they kind of shun them or didn’t really 

believe them or didn’t think they were the real McCoy. [laughs] I 

mean, it’s a little different with the tribes up north, where they 

really do live on reservations and they do have real traditions and 

dances and regalia and so forth. But here in the mission Indians in 

Southern California, they were so intermixed with everything else 

that had come around, and maybe not really, you know. I always 

felt like if somebody could trace their family back three or four 
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generations of having been in California, they were probably more 

likely Indian than they ever were Hispanic, because you have to 

look at a person’s features and how their skin color and so forth, 

and you can tell, you know, whether they’re really Indian or not. 

[laughs] 

BAYHYLLE 

That raises a very interesting point. 

AMOS 

Their features and so forth. 

BAYHYLLE 

Yes. We’ll go just a little bit more. I’ve kept you longer than I should 

have. But this raises an interesting point that maybe we could talk 

about maybe next time if you invite me back, sort of this—I don’t 

want to call it a racial division or a racial discrimination or some sort 

of atmosphere, but there seems to be a very clear distinction 

between tribes and among tribes and between the tribes that 

relocated here and the California Indians that were already here, 

because there was a fairly large population here that no one was 

really aware of or didn’t pay any attention to, or both or whatever. 

What do you think about that? You gave me an example of your 

friend who suddenly has this card and says she’s Indian now, and 

that is sort of questionable. 

AMOS 

It’s interesting because my boss is from Oxnard and in working with 

the PIC and so forth up there in Ventura County— 

BAYHYLLE 

What’s PIC? 

AMOS 

Private Industrial Council. They had many, many friends who one 

day were Mexican and the next day they were Indian. They were 

Chumash. [laughs] And they were very involved with the different 



45 
 

groups. As all the different grassroots organizations got formed, I 

was here during all of it, the Indian Athletic Association, the Indian 

Actors Guild, the Indian Free Clinics, the churches. 

BAYHYLLE 

TAC. 

AMOS 

TAC. All these different—Title IV. I was very involved in Title IV. As 

long as you had a child in school, you could be in Title IV, so for 

about seventeen years I was involved in Title IV. [laughs] But 

eleven years as a parent advisor and officer, and very involved in 

the Montebello Unified School District. You see how different 

groups—for instance, at the Montebello School District where the 

Choctaws were ruling, Navajos didn’t come. Then slowly, because of 

my friendship with some of the Navajos, we kicked the Choctaws 

out. No, they quit because their kids got too old. [laughs] When 

they couldn’t be there anymore, then we moved in because we had 

younger children. We were kind of a mixed bag. That was the 

Ponchos. I don’t know if you remember them. And the Deshners 

and the Begays. There was a mixture of us. We were more 

intertribal than the first group, but the first group that was very 

strong were basically Choctaw, and it was very interesting. Well, 

they weren’t all Choctaw because Betty’s husband was Kiowa. They 

were Oklahoma tribes. It just seems like everything is very regional. 

The western tribes are very different from the eastern tribes. The 

Eastern Plateau tribes, I mean, everything’s different there. 

BAYHYLLE 

Northern plains is different from southern plains. 

AMOS 

Yes, very. Then you have your eastern tribes that are completely 

different. 

BAYHYLLE 

Very different. 
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AMOS 

Thinking different. Yes, very, very different. And also boarding 

schools have a lot to do with it. Depending on what boarding school 

they went to, that might have broken down some of the barriers, 

but then a lot of times the boarding schools were regional and the 

people that were in the boarding schools were all the same tribes or 

the tribes from that local region. Like if it was northwest Oklahoma, 

it could have been five or six different tribes, but they were all 

Oklahoma tribes, where in California you might have had some 

people, Hopi and Navajo, brought over to Sherman from Arizona, 

and people from Northern California taken over to [unclear] Nevada, 

or whatever. 

BAYHYLLE 

It’s an interesting point because if you look at some of the literature 

about Sherman, there were quite a few California Indians. 

AMOS 

At one time. 

BAYHYLLE 

At one time, very early on, probably earlier when it first started. But 

you never knew what they were because they were only listed as 

mission. 

AMOS 

Right. And what’s so interesting is we had a gentleman that worked 

at UAII and we knew he was full-blood Indian and he knew he was 

Indian, but he didn’t know what tribe or where his parents came 

from. All he could say is they came from around the Colorado River. 

And he had no paperwork. 

BAYHYLLE 

Had he been an orphan? 

AMOS 
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No. He just wouldn’t try to find out if he belonged to one of the 

groups out there, the Federated Nations or whatever they’re called, 

there along the river. I tried and tried and tried to help him to get 

his CDIB because he needed it for some things. The best we did was 

get him his disability rating for the—he was a Vietnam vet. We did 

get his disability rating and then got it upgraded later on because he 

had lost partial hearing. So it’s really interesting, because the 

California Indians have a lot of battles that other tribes don’t have 

because of the way the Spanish treated them and how they 

scattered them, and then how they just kind of went to the hills and 

sort of hid when John C. Fremont and all his people came, and 

California changed and the Spaniards went away. The government 

changed and everything. The people just kind of disappeared. They 

went into the hills and they were in small groups. They were in 

small bands to begin with. They never were in big villages like—I 

mean, even up into Central California, the church Indians lived in 

small family groups and traveled around. They didn’t ever live in 

like towns or cities like the eastern tribes did. I don’t know. The 

plains Indians, even though they moved a lot and they lived in 

different places, they would meet at certain times of the year and 

have big gatherings and then go off in small groups during the 

wintertime, but they still had some connection with each other, 

much more so— 

BAYHYLLE 

More opportunity to renew their family ties and renew their 

friendships and their identity structure. 

AMOS 

And that was also very important for marriage, because of the 

clans. You were not to ever intermarry with the same blood line, 

and that was very strict not only in the northern tribes, but all the 

tribes, and especially even now with the Navajo, they still practice 

their clans. 

BAYHYLLE 
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Yes, as do other tribes as well. 

AMOS 

Yes. 

BAYHYLLE 

It’s not a joke. 

AMOS 

No. 

BAYHYLLE 

They probably believe it. 

AMOS 

But it’s true. And I think it kept the race pure, it kept from having a 

lot of—and I mean, just because I’ve been in Oklahoma and I’ve 

seen what’s happened with incest and intermarriage where the 

same families have intermarried within each other, the mentality is 

lowered so much, you know. I mean, people are just not as bright 

as they should be. I think one of the things that always amazed me 

in all my years in doing employment with people was when I would 

give people fresh off the reservation, that were what I called 

unspoiled, that hadn’t lived on the border town where they had 

been beat down or felt that they weren’t as good as someone else, 

or whatever, the sparkle in their eye and their genuine intelligence 

was so amazing to me. It was so beautiful compared to some 

people that had come from inner-city poverty, because you can not 

have a lot and not be poor, and you can have a lot and still be poor. 

I don’t know if you can understand that, but— 

BAYHYLLE 

The distinction you saw was evident to you. 

AMOS 

Very evident. 
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BAYHYLLE 

I’m going to stop here now, if that’s okay with you. It’s getting a 

little late. [End of interview] 

  Parent Institution | TEI| Search | Feedback 

Date: 2013-12-16 
 

http://www.tei-c.org/
http://www.tei-c.org/
http://www.google.com/
mailto:feedback

