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1. Transcript 

1.1. TAPE NUMBER: I, SIDE ONE (JUNE 28, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

I know you've been asked about this Marin County Civic Center many times, 

and I appreciate your patience in going through the story one more time. 

Before we get to the Marin County Civic Center and your years on the Marin 

County Board of Supervisors, I'd like to start by talking about your background 

and what got you involved in politics. To start off with, where were you born? 

SCHULTZ 
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I was born on a cattle ranch in southern Nevada, and the name of the ranch 

was Dutch Flat. 

VALENTINE 

When was that? 

SCHULTZ 

That was August 31, 1902. 

VALENTINE 

And what did you get from that ranch experience that was important in your 

life? 

SCHULTZ 

Some wonderful memories, although I left it by age five. But I have pictures of 

myself with a horse, Old Brown Dick, that was my constant companion, and a 

big shaggy dog that used to entice me off into the rabbit brush and get us lost. 

I loved the ranch. It had water and trees and it was just delightful. 

VALENTINE 

Did you have a large family? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. I was the last of my mother [Elizabeth Anne Mathews Smith]'s eight living 

children. She had nine, but one didn't survive. So I had three sisters and four 

brothers. 

VALENTINE 

That is large. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And then you moved, eventually, to Reno, where you went to high school. 

SCHULTZ 



Yes, but first we moved to Tonopah. We moved to Tonopah because, number 

one, there was of course the discovery of ore on Mount Oddie, and there was 

a boom in this little town of Tonopah. But the event that really enabled us to 

make the journey to Tonopah was that my brother Jack [Smith]-- He was my 

oldest brother and a wonderful runner. He beat the stage across Death Valley 

once. Jack entered a Fourth of July race up Mount Oddie and he won the race 

and won $1,000. He sent that to Mother, and the next thing you knew, here 

we come. 

VALENTINE 

That was a lot of money back then. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes it was. 

VALENTINE 

And how did you get to Reno? Why? 

SCHULTZ 

We got to Reno because World War I had begun. And my two brothers who 

were working in the mines in Tonopah were both drafted. My brother Gene 

[Eugene Smith] was sent to Siberia with the expeditionary forces, and my 

brother Charles [Smith] was sent to France, where he became a part of the 

Medical Corps. 

VALENTINE 

So in your high school years in Reno, in Nevada, were you interested in politics 

then? 

SCHULTZ 

I was a very lonely child in Reno, because I had left all my friends down in 

Tonopah and knew no one in Reno. So of course I did--which I always did all 

my life-- a great deal of reading and research and hiking and that sort of thing. 

And there were two girls [Rena Semenza Safford and Nevada Semenza 

Christian] who walked past our house every day on their way to Reno High 

School, and I made friends with them. They became lifelong friends of mine. 

Rena still lives here in Marin [County]. 



VALENTINE 

How nice. And what were the political issues that interested you then? 

SCHULTZ 

I had my first political job then. I was interested in politics and paid attention 

when there were elections. And I found that I could be paid rather generously 

by distributing election material, which I did, and made money doing it. But I 

was interested too. I only took the literature of the people I approved of. 

[laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Even though you couldn't vote for them. 

SCHULTZ 

I couldn't vote for them, no. 

VALENTINE 

That was the time when women's suffrage was an important issue. 

SCHULTZ 

It was indeed. It was so nonexistent. 

VALENTINE 

What was the common attitude about that in your school? 

SCHULTZ 

I believe the common attitude was one of total indifference. 

VALENTINE 

Really? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. I was not indifferent, because I had read the story of the life of Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and [Lucretia Mott] and became so furious, so indignant, that 

these two women--who were very fine speakers on the question of slavery--

were elected to go to London as delegates to an antislavery convention, and 



when they got there they were denied seats on the floor because they were 

women. They were permitted to stand in the wings and listen. And that 

injustice caused me to be very angry my whole life long, right up till now. 

VALENTINE 

Well, good. There are some things you should be angry about--injustice. When 

you went to college, you went to the University of Nevada [Reno]? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. 

VALENTINE 

And what was your major there? 

SCHULTZ 

My major was English, and I minored in history. 

VALENTINE 

And what did you want to do when you got out of college? 

SCHULTZ 

Teach. I thought I would teach. My sister Patty [Elizabeth Patricia Smith] 

taught, and I admired her so much. And the teaching profession has always 

aroused admiration in me and appreciation. So I thought that would be a good 

profession, to teach. But the second year I was at the University of Nevada, 

the university established a school of journalism. A. L. Higginbotham, who's 

one of the oddest-looking men I ever saw in my life, came to instruct us in 

how to write good copy. And he did teach us how to write good copy. 

VALENTINE 

How many women were in the journalism school? 

SCHULTZ 

There were four. 

VALENTINE 

And how many men? 



SCHULTZ 

I think there were only twelve in the class, and all the rest were men. 

VALENTINE 

Did they ever address that issue--that that was not a woman's profession? 

SCHULTZ 

Not that I recall. We were invited to come down to the Nevada State Journal, 

the name of the Reno newspaper. We were invited to come down and get out 

an issue for our edification and practice. And that is where I found the men in 

the copy room very indifferent to us women. They gave us minor jobs. 

VALENTINE 

What kinds of jobs? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, copyreading or headline writing. 

VALENTINE 

I'm sure you had something to say about that. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Yes. You know, I feel so deeply for the Negroes, because they 

[endured] injustice of a particularly rough kind all their lives, and they haven't 

yet had a chance to answer back. 

VALENTINE 

Well, you took every chance you had to answer back. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I never missed an opportunity to point out that this isn't fair. 

VALENTINE 

Where did that come from--that self-confidence, that belief that you should 

answer back? Does that come from your family upbringing? 

SCHULTZ 



I'm sure that it did. It came from my sister Patty in particular, but Mother was 

no slouch when it came to standing up for her rights either. My brothers were 

very nice brothers, aside from teasing me quite a lot. They tried to teach me 

to stand up for my rights. 

VALENTINE 

Good. So you had the example of powerful women in your family. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Because your father [John Henry Klingen Smith] died when you were quite 

young. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Father died when I was not quite five years old. He was hospitalized in 

Salt Lake City; that's about the only place there was a hospital. This is the early 

West. This is almost a hundred years ago. [laughter] So father was hospitalized 

there. Some friends came to visit him, and so the nurse put them up on the 

sun deck, which was at the top of the hospital. The month was January and 

the sun went down early. And the nurse failed to come and collect her patient, 

and father contracted pneumonia and died very quickly. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, no. Was your family active in the Democratic Party? I know you've been a 

lifelong Democrat. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I have. I have been a lifelong Democrat. And my father was a Democrat. 

My sister Patty came very close to being a socialist. 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] Well, better that than Republican. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. There were no Republicans in our midst. 



VALENTINE 

Why Democrats? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, this sounds corny, but it is the party of the people. It is the party that 

cares about the people. 

VALENTINE 

When you met Ray [Schultz], your husband, was he a Democrat? 

SCHULTZ 

He was a Republican. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, no. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. His mother was till the bitter end. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Did you convert him? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I converted Ray to being a Democrat. 

VALENTINE 

When did you meet Ray? 

SCHULTZ 

I met him at the university. One night we were both on our way to a 

fraternity/sorority party downtown in one of the public dance halls. Ray was 

with a sorority sister of mine, and I was with a fraternity brother of his--also a 

boy that had been my beau back in Tonopah. But I didn't stay beaus with Chris 

very long because Ray really-- He seemed like the right person. 

VALENTINE 

And how long did you court before you were married? 



SCHULTZ 

All of our time in the university, which would have been four years. And then 

two more years when I was working for my master's degree. 

VALENTINE 

Where was that? 

SCHULTZ 

At the University of California in Berkeley. 

VALENTINE 

Was he going to school there also? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he had really started to go to school in Berkeley. He was a member of a 

large family and self-dependent but ambitious to be educated. So he got 

himself a job in the little town on the Sacramento River called Oleum, where 

they process oil and test it for its viscosity and that sort of thing. So he worked 

on board the oil liners that brought their big cargoes up the river to Oleum. It 

was not a long commute from Oleum down to Berkeley. So he lived on the 

boat and he commuted down to school. But the second year of school for him 

proved to be extremely expensive. And he heard about Reno. Reno was a 

small college, as you know, and it didn't begin to charge the fees that it 

probably does today. So he came up to Reno. He had already been inducted 

into the Sigma Nu fraternity at Berkeley, and I had become a member of the 

Gamma Phi Beta sorority. These two were Greek organizations and [we] 

seemed to find many members in each that were very compatible. So he 

moved to Reno and the very first thing--when the fall semester began is when 

I met him. 

VALENTINE 

What was he studying? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he was studying commerce. He really intended to go into the shipping 

business, though he never did. 



VALENTINE 

Did you finish your master's degree at Berkeley? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I finished the whole two years. But I should say that I did not get a 

master's degree because I didn't take the one-hour oral. I had taken the 

written examination and passed it. My grades were sufficient. But, you see, 

that lure of newspaper work arose at just this precise moment that I was to 

take my oral, my one-hour oral. I had to go down to the Oakland Post-

Enquirer and persuade them to give me the job that was open there. 

VALENTINE 

Any regrets? 

SCHULTZ 

No regrets. 

VALENTINE 

Tell me about your first job on a newspaper. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was-- It wasn't the very first, because the summer before I had gone 

down from Reno to San Francisco to work, and I was living in Berkeley with 

friends. There was a big convention: the National Education Association was 

having a convention in Oakland. I went down to the newspaper [Oakland Post-

Enquirer] absolutely cold and approached the editor and said that I wanted to 

be a newspaper writer, and that there was this convention and would he like 

me to cover it. I'm sure he had it already covered. He looked at me curiously 

and he said, "Well, it won't hurt if you just go over and dig up a story if you 

can. If you can." And so I went over there and I began talking to some of the 

men who were attending there as professors or teachers and I got a very 

interesting story. 

VALENTINE 

What was the story about? 

SCHULTZ 



I don't remember. That's long, long ago. But I went back to the office and 

typed up my story and laid it on the desk and said, "Would this do?" And he 

said, "Well, yes it would." And I said, "Do you think I might work here all the 

time?" And he said, "Well, we'll give you a trial basis, so come to work 

tomorrow." And all that summer I worked for that newspaper. 

VALENTINE 

What kinds of assignments did you get? 

SCHULTZ 

I got some tough assignments. I got a murder: a young boy who had shot his 

stepfather because his stepfather had abused his mother. And I'll never forget 

my reluctance to intrude on that household. But then an assignment is an 

assignment. And so I talked to the mother. The little boy, of course, wasn't 

there. He was in jail. And I talked to her about the family situation and how 

she felt about her lad defending her that way and so on. When it came to 

writing the story, I wrote it from the point of view of the boy. I started it this 

way, "Lord, I ain't nothing but a boy. But I gotta act like a man now." And the 

editor liked it. 

VALENTINE 

That's beautiful. When you got your job at the Oakland Post-Enquirer, what 

kinds of assignments did you get? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I got mostly covering women's events. As a matter of fact, they had a 

women's editor. And I became her chief assistant. There were ever so many 

women's clubs in Berkeley. We tried to cover them all. And I became very, 

very much interested in many of the clubs. But in one in particular I became 

very much interested, and that was the League of Women Voters. The reason I 

was so interested in that was that they were dealing with politics, real politics: 

bills that were being passed by the legislature and what they meant. The 

behavior of different legislators--all men of course in those days. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Of course. 



SCHULTZ 

The league had an annual meeting. And I was really impressed with the quality 

and the caliber of the speakers that they got to come to their conventions. I 

didn't join the league at that time, but as soon as I changed residence I did. 

VALENTINE 

That was a Hearst newspaper, wasn't it? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it certainly was. It proved to be a problem for me, because Mr. [William 

Randolph] Hearst had a policy of not employing married women. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And you were married by that time. 

SCHULTZ 

I was secretly married to Ray. The moment I finished my schooling for the 

master's degree, I went home. First of all, I went home to Reno. I really meant 

to tell my mother but I didn't tell her. 

VALENTINE 

So it was a secret wedding? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. It really was. But it was a real marriage. I knew that my mother would be 

deeply disappointed to have me get married then, just fresh from school. And 

I have always believed, perhaps mistakenly, that Mother thought, "Well, now 

Bobbie and I can go off and live together." I was her baby, and we got along 

wonderfully well, very compatible. And here I was going to have to tell her, 

"Mom, you take second place." I couldn't bear to do it. 

VALENTINE 

When did you finally tell her? 

SCHULTZ 



Six months later, at Christmastime. And I'll never forget that day. It was one of 

the most miserable of my whole life. 

VALENTINE 

What happened? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, she was as angry as she was entitled to be. And it wasn't right; I 

shouldn't have done it. 

VALENTINE 

How did you get the nickname "Bobbie"? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that goes way back to Tonopah. When I lived on the ranch, I loved milk 

and loved cows, too. There was no fresh milk available in Tonopah when we 

first moved there. Then, a little later, an Italian man brought a cow to Tonopah 

and set up a corral for it and then brought a few other cows. There was a 

young lad by the name of Bobby Van Paton, who delivered the milk. And we 

began to take delivery of milk. I would wait at the gate. There was a little 

fence around the house where we lived, and I would wait at the gate for 

Bobby to arrive and I greeted him with such joy that my brother noticed it, my 

brother Jimmy [James Smith]. Jimmy was five years older than I and born to 

tease. So he began noticing that about four o'clock every afternoon, I flew to 

the fence and waited at the gate for the arrival of the milkman. And there was 

no affection concerning this, it was just an appetite. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

He was just being a brother, teasing you. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. So at any rate he began to call me "Bob." And then he called me 

"Bobbie," and then my friends, all my little friends, began to pick it up too. All 

through high school, all through college, I was called "Bob" and "Bobbie." And 

I am to this day. Wherever I go. And I think the reason is that Ray called me 

"Bob." 



VALENTINE 

Did he? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he always called me Bobbie. He never called me Vera. 

VALENTINE 

That's a cute story. That's a cute name. Do you remember what books made 

an impression on you? You said you were an avid reader as a child. 

SCHULTZ 

I was. I read everything that was in the Reno library, until one day I was going 

home with a volume called Russian Opera, and the librarian, who was a very 

patrician woman-- She was a graduate of Mills College, and she had come to 

Tonopah because her married daughter had come there. And there was a 

story to that too. But at any rate, for about the first time, I think, she really 

looked at what I was taking out. It was a big book. And she said, "You can't be 

really interested in this, can you?" And I said, "Well, I've read everything else 

you have here." I really probably hadn't, but everything that had any 

attraction. So she said, "Well, I'm going to see that you get some proper 

books." So I began to read Dickens and loved every one of his books. Read 

them over and over again. Then, of course, I read The Secret Garden. And fairy 

tale-- I loved The Green Fairy Book and The Red Fairy Book and all. I read 

omnivorously. I read whatever was in print. 

VALENTINE 

Did you read history and philosophy as well as novels? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I particularly was interested in history. I remember reading a story 

about Lincoln that impressed me a great deal: how he had no light by which to 

read. He worked hard all day, chopping down trees. He would come in in the 

evening anxious to read one of the borrowed books that he had managed to 

get, and what light did he have to read by? He had the fireplace and a candle. I 

became a fan of Abraham Lincoln's at a very early age. 

VALENTINE 



Who else did you admire? 

SCHULTZ 

I admired someone that I think at the time was a little old for me to be 

reading, but I was fascinated by his tales of the sea, and that was-- 

VALENTINE 

Herman Melville? 

SCHULTZ 

Not Melville, but-- Oh, the one that wrote The Nigger of the Narcissus. Isn't it 

terrible to forget? 

VALENTINE 

I don't know that one. 

SCHULTZ 

Conrad. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, yes. Yes, of course. 

SCHULTZ 

Conrad. I read all of Conrad's books, though I didn't understand them entirely. 

VALENTINE 

Were the other people in your family big readers? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

So that's part of the culture that goes way back in your family. 

SCHULTZ 

Indeed it does. My family all were readers. 

VALENTINE 



Did they talk about ideas together? 

SCHULTZ 

Constantly. The dinner table conversation at our house was one of the liveliest 

in the state. 

VALENTINE 

Give me an example of the kinds of things you talked about. 

SCHULTZ 

We talked about politics. And I remember some of the-- Of course, I didn't 

have any input other than to say, "Oh, I know who that man is." But my sister 

Patty, who was very much an intellectual and read very widely, she, as I 

mentioned, had encountered socialism. And she was one of the admirers and 

also one of those who would vote for William Jennings Bryan. So father and 

Patty would get into these discussions. And they were great. I enjoyed them 

just as though it were a prize fight. They didn't get angry at each other, but 

they were very positive in their opinions. And of course, the boys all chimed 

in. The boys were all younger and were working hard and didn't do the 

reading that the girls did. 

VALENTINE 

Besides socialism, what did you argue about at the table? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I recall that we argued about race relations. My father was truly a 

Democrat. He didn't treat anyone according to the color of his skin or the 

language that he spoke. And now I remember--I'm skipping a little here--I 

remember after we moved to Reno that the boys used to come home talking 

about the "bohunks" and the "kikes" and different names that I had never 

heard before. And, in fact, my mother, for a while, ran a boardinghouse in 

Tonopah. She had two young men there from England, and there was a man 

from Italy. I remember my brothers secretly imitating their way of speaking. 

They found it humorous. 

VALENTINE 

What was your mother's reaction to these observations? 



SCHULTZ 

Well, mother taught her kids never to say anything that would hurt another 

person. And so you didn't make comments about the way they spoke. They 

would ask for something at the dinner table that was perfectly normal to us. If 

I can remember, we had-- Mother made wonderful biscuits and they always 

went in a flash. So sometimes, as a runner-up, there would be these scones. 

That was it: the scones. It was the scones that the Welshman mispronounced 

as far as the boys were concerned. 

VALENTINE 

What did your father do for a living? 

SCHULTZ 

My father and his twin brother [Phillip Smith], they were identical as two peas 

and had several occupations. They ran cattle, for one thing, and so there was 

the round-up every spring. The boys always helped them and it was a family 

affair. We raised cattle. But the main source of revenue that maintained these 

two immense families, because my uncle had eight also-- 

VALENTINE 

Oh my goodness. 

SCHULTZ 

And between the two fathers, they had enough children to qualify for a 

school. [laughter] But if they got a school, they had to build it. So they did. 

They built a school and then came the teachers. And then it was the obligation 

of either Mother or Aunt Clara [Smith] to provide the board and room. They 

took turns providing the board and room for the teachers. 

VALENTINE 

And who else went to this school besides the two families? 

SCHULTZ 

Nobody. 

VALENTINE 



So it was just you? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I didn't even go to that school. I was too young. But the children, the 

girls and the boys-- It seems to me that my Aunt Clara also had taken in some 

children of a relative, and they complimented our numbers. It was a small 

school. I remember hanging around outside, waiting for recess so the kids 

could come out and play. It was lonely when they were in school. 

VALENTINE 

I'm sure. 

1.2. TAPE NUMBER: I, SIDE TWO (JUNE 28, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

Let me ask you how you first got to Marin--to Marin County and Mill Valley. 

SCHULTZ 

I first came here as a hiker and found Mount Tamalpais an enchanting place to 

hike. And I did the long hike all the way from the [Mill Valley train] depot to 

Stinson Beach [California], which by road is eleven miles. Then I hiked to Muir 

Woods, hiked to Muir Beach, and did a great deal of hiking. Of course, Ray was 

my companion and he enjoyed hiking also. We found that it was one of the 

things that we could afford to do. We didn't have much money, you know. We 

didn't have much money. But you could hike to Stinson Beach and afford to 

pay your fare, as well as buy a hamburger. It was an enjoyable way to spend 

time. That's what started us coming to Marin County was the hiking. Then, 

much later, while I was working on the newspaper, we were invited to a party 

in Mill Valley. It was in the spring and the countryside was at its loveliest. It 

was just a sea of forget-me-nots and wild iris. So it was just too beautiful to 

think of living somewhere else. And I said to Ray, "Why don't we just move 

over here for the two months that I have a leave from the paper? We could 

get a cabin and you could commute from here just as easily. And we could 

enjoy this beauty." He didn't mind. He said, "Well, commuting from Berkeley 

and commuting from Mill Valley are about the same, so let's do it." 

VALENTINE 



He was working in San Francisco? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he was working at the Retail Credit Corporation, which was an 

organization that investigates insurance claims, and usually, or very often, 

finds them fraudulent. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Now, the commute was still by ferry at that time. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was. We had to take the train from Berkeley to San Francisco and then 

take the ferry from San Francisco to Sausalito and then take another train, an 

electric train, from Sausalito to Mill Valley. 

VALENTINE 

So how long did it take to get here? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it would take the better part of two hours actual transit time, with the 

changing of the vehicles and that sort of thing, because you didn't always 

make your connections the way you wanted to. So you could figure you'd 

spend two hours waiting one way or another. But the ferry trips were 

wonderful. And the gulls. The gulls were so interesting--also dangerous. They 

would fly right down past your head, you know. I always wore something on 

mine. 

VALENTINE 

So he didn't mind the commute to the city? 

SCHULTZ 

No, he didn't mind. Now, it wasn't such a long commute to the city. It was an 

hour on the train from Mill Valley and then on the ferry to San Francisco. So it 

took him an extra hour every day to get to work and to get home. 

VALENTINE 

What was Mill Valley like at that time? How big was the population? 



SCHULTZ 

The population was small because Mill Valley was more or less a weekend 

town. People had little cottages scattered through the hills and they came 

over for weekends. There were very few stores. I remember no clothing stores 

at all. You couldn't get a pair of shoes here. You couldn't buy a pair of shorts. 

You had to come equipped. 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] How did you find a place to live? 

SCHULTZ 

That was purely accidental. Absolutely accidental. Maybe you've noticed many 

of the turning points in my life have been accidental, just accident. We came 

to that party and we stayed till the party was over. And then we started out to 

look for a hotel. There was no such thing. No hotel, no rooming house. There 

wasn't even a real estate office that we could find. So we drove up Ethel 

Avenue, which was the first street that we came to off Throckmorton 

[Avenue]. At one point on Ethel Avenue, we saw a "For Sale" sign on a lot. It 

was a hillside lot, and there was a very narrow street with very limited parking 

space. So we parked in a barn that was across the street. There was a big barn, 

and we parked our car there. There didn't seem to be an inhabitant. And we 

climbed the trail up the hill and found a very desirable, level living space up 

there: lots of trees and holly bushes, just delightful. So we decided, though it 

was growing dark, that we would just-- We had brought our own bedding with 

us. That was about all we brought was the bedding and some copy paper and 

some books and my typewriter. So Ray made the bed. He thought he was a 

Boy Scout. And he gathered up a lot of branches, you know, and scattered 

them all around and patted them down. Then we put our bedding on top of 

that. And he was not aware that there was an occupant underground, but 

there was, and it rooted around all night long. I could not sleep that night. I 

was awake long before daylight, and I got up and sat up higher on the hill and 

just admired the beauty of this little town. When Ray got up we went back 

down to the old depot and washed up and went to a bakery that was open 

and had some breakfast. We asked her about places to rent. She said, "Oh, 

there's no place to rent in Mill Valley." So, of course, what we did then was to 

go out to the telephone to the number that was on that billboard and asked 



the lady about that lot. She invited us to come out to her house and we did. It 

was fortunately downtown. If it had been later in life, we couldn't have found 

it, but it was downtown on Madrone Avenue not very far from the depot. So 

we went to her house, and upon introductions being exchanged and 

identification, I found that she was a reporter on the old San Francisco Call-

Bulletin. 

VALENTINE 

No kidding. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. And so we had something in common right away. I said, "Well, I am a 

reporter on the Oakland Post-Enquirer, but I've taken two months off in order 

to write some stories that I want to submit." So we asked her how much she 

wanted for the lot, and she didn't mention that it was a blighted lot, but she 

said it was very cheap. And it was cheap. When I think now of the price of real 

estate in Mill Valley, I am astonished all over again that we got a lot. Forty-foot 

frontage and eighty- or ninety-foot rear measurement. The reason that it was 

a blighted lot was that it did not have adequate frontage to afford a garage. It 

had plenty of square footage in the lot to build a house, plenty. But it was the 

fact that it lacked the frontage for a garage, and it also was right on a great big 

concrete culvert that was part of the drainage system of Mill Valley. So it had 

two strikes against us, neither of which we noticed. 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] It was available. 

SCHULTZ 

It was available and we paid for it that day. My husband has always been a 

man who deals in cash, and he taught me that habit too. I outgrew it later. 

VALENTINE 

How much was the lot? 

SCHULTZ 

Two hundred and fifty dollars. 



VALENTINE 

Where did you have the money from? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, he carried money with him. We had money-- Of course, he wrote a check. 

VALENTINE 

But, I mean, had you been saving for a while? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yeah. We saved from the time we came to Berkeley. 

VALENTINE 

Or did Hearst pay you well? 

SCHULTZ 

No, he did not. [laughter] But I earned more than Ray did. 

VALENTINE 

Really? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. I earned more working for Hearst than Ray earned working for Retail 

Credit. And I used to turn over my check to him every week, and he would give 

me enough for lunch money and for car fare, and that's all I needed. 

VALENTINE 

So now you have the lot and you have two months off and you have your 

typewriter. What happened next? 

SCHULTZ 

We went back to Berkeley to find Nick [Nicholas] Kleinschoorl, whose houses 

we admired. He was a builder in Berkeley and apparently a speculated builder, 

because he would have open house just about every weekend. And we would 

look around for Nick Kleinschoorl's houses because we liked his style of 

architecture. So we went back. Sunday night we spent on our lot, but we 



didn't want to spend Monday night there. So we went back on Monday to 

Berkeley and we found Nick at one of his houses and asked him if he would 

consider coming to Mill Valley to build a very small house for us. A one-room 

cabin with a grill corner--you know, no kitchen, just a grill corner--and of 

course a fireplace. He chuckled and he said, "How long do you think it would 

take?" And we had no idea, we had absolutely no idea because neither of us 

had had any experience building. So we asked him how long he thought it 

would take. And he said, "Well, if you two would help, I think we could do it in 

two months." So we came back to Mill Valley and found a little house [for 

rent] on Lovell Avenue--still there I think. It's a funny little narrow two-room 

house with a woodshed. It had this kitchen, which is where we mostly lived. 

We spent every evening redrafting the plans of the house and changing them. 

And we did: we made a five-room house out of what had started as a one-

room house. 

VALENTINE 

Who designed it? 

SCHULTZ 

We did. 

VALENTINE 

The three of you did it together? 

SCHULTZ 

The three of us together designed that house. 

VALENTINE 

What did you and Ray know about building houses? 

SCHULTZ 

We knew nothing. [laughter] We just knew what we liked. And both of us have 

always reacted favorably-- I'll say favorably--to light and space. Light and 

space. And so I said, "We want a big living room." And he said, "We want 

plenty of windows in the bedroom." And then we weren't particularly 

conscious of the fact that bathrooms can be terribly important too. But we got 

a bathroom that was quite adequate, although ever since then I've wished 



that I could have a, you know, palatial bathroom. We didn't know anything 

until Nick taught us. He taught us everything. He taught us how to take care of 

the tools; he taught us how to leave the building site every evening cleaned 

up, tidied up, ready to begin the next day's work instead of having to clean it 

up and then go to work. He was a marvelous instructor. He taught me how to 

drive nails, and I laid all of the ceiling of our cathedral-style living room. I laid 

all the ceiling, toe-nailing it in, you know, toenailing every nail. 

VALENTINE 

Was it really just the three of you physically or did you get someone else to 

help? 

SCHULTZ 

It was the three of us physically. We did not get anyone else to help. 

VALENTINE 

And how long did it take to finish this house? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I have to tell you that it wasn't finished when we sold it. 

VALENTINE 

When was that? 

SCHULTZ 

That was a couple-- Three years later. I will say, though, that we built onto it. 

We built onto it. We kept adding things, you know, the way you do. 

VALENTINE 

Did you ever get those stories written? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I went over on the ferry at midnight to be sure that it would be 

received by the deadline date. It was a contest that was being waged by--I 

believe it was Liberty magazine. The title of my story was "Disguise by 

Scratch," and it had a very real purpose, because on my way to Mill Valley we 

had had to drive through the grounds of [California State Prison at] San 



Quentin because they were doing some remedial work on the freeway. So for 

a short time only, cars were routed through the prison. As we drove through I 

said, "Wow! This is a wonderful idea for a plot." All the rest of the way into 

Mill Valley, I was plotting this story about a girl, a newspaper worker-- 

[laughter] 

VALENTINE 

A good heroine. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

And she befriends, she befriends-- Well, we don't want to go into this. 

[laughter] It was an interesting story. 

VALENTINE 

Did it win? 

SCHULTZ 

No, it did not win. It did not win. And they didn't even invite me to submit 

something else. I did get other invitations to submit, but I didn't-- I gave up the 

writing business for the building business. 

VALENTINE 

Because then you went on to build several other houses. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, we did. We bought four lots adjacent at the rear of our Ethel Avenue lot, 

and we-- Even then we resented the constriction of space. This was four lots, 

and we immediately had it converted to three, and we built on three lots. We 

built three houses there. Then this one on Ralston [Avenue]. Then we 

remodeled two in San Anselmo and Fairfax. 

VALENTINE 

So architecture's always been changing your life? 

SCHULTZ 

Architecture has always been a focus of interest in my life. 



VALENTINE 

Even before you built the houses? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes, even before I built the houses. I had been a subscriber 

to Architectural Digest for years and years and pored over them for the 

building ideas to see how they had used space. 

VALENTINE 

What kinds of architecture did you like? 

SCHULTZ 

Spacious. We liked spacious architecture. And we did make two mistakes in 

our life. Well, more than two, of course: [laughter] two having to do with 

construction. We loved cathedral ceilings, notwith-standing that they're heat 

eaters. You can't heat them. And they're space wasters. They are. They're very 

attractive and they have other lures. So in the first house that we built, we 

built a cathedral ceiling and then used to hover around the fireplace at night 

to keep warm. The second mistake that we made about the cathedral ceiling 

was in the tall house, the second house that we built. We didn't learn from the 

first one. [laughter] We went on to the second one and had a beautiful 

cathedral ceiling in the upstairs bedroom, which was over the living room 

downstairs. It was a very large living room and a very large master bedroom. 

And it has been converted into other rooms by the present owners of the 

house. 

VALENTINE 

So what was the mistake, having the larger room that you couldn't heat? 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. Freezing to death. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah. Did you go back to work for the paper after two months? 

SCHULTZ 



Oh, a terrible tragedy occurred. We hadn't completed our house. We had 

received delivery of the electric stove that was to go into the kitchen of our 

house, and I was next door at my neighbor [Alice Brown]'s, having a cup of tea 

with her in the afternoon about four o'clock, when the fire siren sounded. We 

investigated and saw puffs of smoke across the valley. Of course, in Mill Valley 

you go to the fire. So we walked down Ethel Avenue and downtown. And this 

fire, which had begun along "the world's crookedest railroad" [Old Tamalpais 

and Muir Woods Railway], which existed at that time-- It existed only two 

years longer. Someone had thrown out a cigarette, and it was a dry year like it 

is many years, and the mountainside had ignited. It swept right down Middle 

Ridge, which is where you're sitting right now. This was known as the banana 

belt of Mill Valley; it was the best climate. It was quite heavily built up. There 

were 110 houses burned in May in the sweep of the flames down Middle 

Ridge, and it burned the house that was on this site and skipped that house 

that was right next door to it. It didn't take both, it just took one. So Mrs. 

Brown, my neighbor, and I stood there watching them attempt to fight the 

fire. And now here is the tragedy. The-- What are the things that pump water 

out to fight fire? Hydrants. The hydrants in Mill Valley were of varied sizes. Not 

uniform. And they hadn't been cleaned out for a long time, so they were 

plugged up with guck, and the hoses wouldn't fit them all. And the 

neighboring towns that came to give assistance to Mill Valley, their hoses 

wouldn't fit either. Neither would San Francisco's. They brought in pumpers 

and were able in some cases to head the fire off, but it swept right down the 

mountain to Throckmorton Avenue right to the back door of what was Bank of 

Italy and the stores that lined that street. And this is where I received a 

terrible blow. I still consider it a blow, though I know it was my fault. I had 

become very, very well acquainted with the photographer on the Oakland 

Post-Enquirer. We'd gone on many, many an assignment together, and he and 

his wife and Ray and I had gone camping together several times. There he was 

covering the fire, the Mill Valley fire. William K. D. Reynolds his name was. And 

Bill said, "Hey. What's happened to you? There's somebody else at your desk," 

meaning they'd hired a substitute in my place because I hadn't been back and 

I hadn't called them. And I didn't intend to go back right away, because I was 

still building a house. 

VALENTINE 



How could they? 

SCHULTZ 

They did. [laughter] And I'd worked for them for two and a half years. I was 

"Aunt Elsie" and I did all the women's club work. Well, was that an accident of 

fate. 

VALENTINE 

Just like the other accidents, because things wouldn't have happened the 

same way. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, and doesn't it occur to you, as it has to me a number of times: You two 

kids never did plan your lives. You just acted on impulse. That's what we did. I 

had every intention of going back to the Oakland Post-Enquirer. 

VALENTINE 

But before that you had every intention of becoming a schoolteacher. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Yes, I did. I had every intention of being an excellent schoolteacher. 

VALENTINE 

So all these turns may have a purpose, because look at all the good things that 

happened because you didn't go back. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, look, we got our civic center. 

VALENTINE 

That's right. 

SCHULTZ 

And if that hadn't happened-- 

VALENTINE 

Who knows? 



SCHULTZ 

To keep me in Mill Valley-- Then what I did when we finished our house--and I 

say finished, though we never did really finish it, there were many unfinished 

things about it--I had to look for a job. Ray's leave was up long since. We had 

been used to two incomes, and this was 1928: it was hard times. And so I went 

down to the Mill Valley School District and asked them if they needed any 

clerical work. Now, I had full teaching credentials for high school, but I didn't 

have teaching credentials for the lower grades or for kindergarten. I had full 

secondary credentials. But I could type and I could write without the 

superintendent having to dictate it. He'd just say, "Oh, tell them this and that," 

and I'd write it and he'd sign it. I was very useful to him. So I got the job down 

at the school. It was only a part-time job, which pleased me very much. I still 

had lots of work on 190 Ethel. 

1.3. TAPE NUMBER: II, SIDE ONE (JUNE 29, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

I would like to talk about your background in politics--your baptism, if you will, 

into political behavior between 1928 and 1952, when you ran for the Marin 

County Board of Supervisors: how you got involved in politics. When last we 

left our heroine yesterday, you were working as district secretary for the 

superintendent of schools. And I believe that's how you first got involved in 

politics--through an issue that came up there. 

SCHULTZ 

That's correct. There was a very popular superintendent of Park School in the 

Mill Valley [School District]. Her name was Edna McGuire. There came a 

vacancy for the county superintendent of schools, and Edna McGuire filed for 

election to that vacancy. At the same time, a very good friend of mine also 

filed for election. His name was George Kendall, and he was a native of 

England and a very well educated man whose intellect I really respected. And 

so I endorsed him: I permitted him to use my name as an endorser of his 

candidacy. Well, that was apparently considered very improper for a member 

of the school body to endorse anybody other than Edna. Now, I did not 

campaign for him, I merely endorsed him. And of course, wherever any 

discussion arose, I sang his praises. I didn't derogate her, I just praised him. 



VALENTINE 

And your name had that much influence in Mill Valley? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I had been-- That is surprising. I don't think it did, except with the League 

of Women Voters and the AAUW [American Association of University Women] 

and a few other organizations of which I had become a member. Because 

certainly I hadn't done anything in the town to distinguish myself. So it is 

surprising that it would make that much difference. And I think that ordinarily 

it would not have made that much difference, except that I was the secretary 

to the superintendent, and there might be some connection made that he felt 

that way too or something. Then there was another angle to that particular 

contest, and that was that the superintendent's wife was very, very friendly 

with Edna McGuire. They were pals. And it was she who complained to 

headquarters. Now, you want to know the consequence. 

VALENTINE 

I certainly do. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, George Kendall won. 

VALENTINE 

So you kept your job. 

SCHULTZ 

And I lost my job. [laughter] I lost my job. They didn't attribute it to that, of 

course. But this was during the Depression, and the reason given for relieving 

me of my job was that I was a married woman with a husband earning a 

salary, and I ought to make way for a single woman who needed work. And I 

noticed with some interest that the woman [Mrs. Abraham] who succeeded 

me--for whom I had regard, I liked her--also had a husband earning a salary, 

and also had a strong friendship with the superintendent's wife. So I figured 

that it was more a convenient arrangement than that there was any 

justification for it. But that was my very first enterprise of sticking my neck 

out, so to speak. 



VALENTINE 

Learned the hard way. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Endorsing-- I've endorsed candidates ever since. I believe in it. I think if 

you believe in a candidate, you support them by letting others know that you 

do. 

VALENTINE 

Tell me about the wading pool incident. 

SCHULTZ 

The wading pool incident was a very interesting experience for me. There was 

this beautiful, little round wading pool that the men's organization [Mill Valley 

Rotary Club] had built in the park [Old Mill Park] for the children. And it never 

was filled with water. 

VALENTINE 

It never had been? 

SCHULTZ 

It never had been, no. This was one of the first assignments that I undertook 

outside of my realm of responsibility at the school. As I mentioned, I had 

started a little newspaper called the Old Mill Wheel, and I encouraged the 

children to write articles. And I said, "Why don't you write an open letter? 

People do that in newspapers all the time. An open letter to the [Mill Valley] 

City Council from the students at Old Mill School, and in it you should point 

out that you would very much like to see water in that pool before you 

graduate from Old Mill School." Well, they did that. They wrote a very polite 

letter to the city council and pointed out how long, how many months the 

pool had been empty and that they would like water in it. It was at that point, 

now, that the PTA [Parent-Teacher Association] asked me to take that letter-- 

There'd be no way under heaven that the city council would receive that letter 

published in the school newspaper unless someone took it down to them. And 

so they asked me to do it, and to make an oral appeal. Well, I got a place on 

the agenda: an open letter from Old Mill School to the city council. I read their 



letter, and then I gave a little talk about our paper, about how much good had 

come from the children having an organ through which they could express 

themselves, and it was most appropriate, I thought, that they should direct a 

letter to their governing body. Well, the little city council was very courteous. 

They were flattered in the first place that anybody came to address them 

orally on a peaceful matter. So they assured me-- They gave me oral assurance 

that we would certainly have water in the wading pool forthwith. Well, it 

didn't happen, and the whole summer went by and no water in the wading 

pool. That's when I called on the League of Women Voters. I said, "Why? 

What's the matter in our town--a little town like this--that we can't have a 

simple request like that acted upon?" Of course, the answer was that there 

was no one responsible to put water in the wading pool. It was not the town 

clerk: he didn't have the right to trot up Throckmorton Avenue with a hose 

and put water in the pool. And so who should do that? Well, of course, it 

seemed obvious to me that it ought to be the fire department, but it hadn't 

seemed to occur to the board that they could tell-- You see, this was the core. 

Nobody had the authority to say to anybody else, "Do this," and then see that 

it was done. 

VALENTINE 

No one's responsible. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. And that's-- So that is when we began our Know Your Town Study. 

VALENTINE 

Why don't we back up and talk about the League of Women Voters a moment. 

Was there a strong organization in Marin [County] or Mill Valley for a League 

of Women Voters? 

SCHULTZ 

There was not. It was a rather puny organization. And so we threw open to all 

the women of the town an invitation to join us in this very interesting Know 

Your Town Study. 

VALENTINE 

What's the league's philosophy? 



SCHULTZ 

City government. 

VALENTINE 

And what's their basic premise? 

SCHULTZ 

The basic premise is one of absolute endorsement of the council manager 

principle. They recognized a necessity of having responsibility placed 

somewhere: it belongs with a trained administrator. 

VALENTINE 

I know on that issue they endorsed it. But I mean, in general, I know they're a 

nonpartisan group. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

What is their political philosophy? What issues do they take on as being 

important? 

SCHULTZ 

They take on no issue that is related to an individual. They stay away from 

endorsement of any individual. They never endorsed me, and in fact, they 

have as a matter of policy that if a member of the board of directors of the 

league does take a partisan position in an election or an issue, they must 

resign from the board. 

VALENTINE 

Can men become members? 

SCHULTZ 

They couldn't then. They can now. [laughter] No, we had no men. 

VALENTINE 



Did the women of Marin, of Mill Valley flock to the League of Women Voters 

to work on this Know Your Town? 

SCHULTZ 

Forty women did. 

VALENTINE 

Forty women. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Forty women came. And came faithfully. Because, gee, it was really 

interesting. We had a city treasurer tell us about the treasury and where we 

got our money and where it went. We had the city clerk explain how many 

duties he had that there ought to be really somebody else in charge. We 

learned from the city council some of the big problems of our little town--

street problems and zoning problems and permit problems and things of that 

sort. Each session was a very informative session where we learned practical 

things about our town. And we had our meeting each time in the library of the 

Outdoor Art Club, of which I was a member. I had joined in order to meet the 

women of Mill Valley, and that would be a very good source. So I was meeting 

the women of Mill Valley, both through the PTA, which I attended though I 

had no children, and through the Outdoor Art Club. 

VALENTINE 

What kind of women joined the league? What was their background? 

SCHULTZ 

The kind of women who joined the league were studious women who wanted 

to get into the substance of questions--public questions, I should emphasize. 

Public questions. They were always willing to take on a task of research and 

then report back. They were very faithful in fulfilling any task that they 

undertook, and they were bright. They were all bright women. 

VALENTINE 

Were they housewives or professional women or college-educated women? 

SCHULTZ 



They were nearly all college-educated women, but there were a few who were 

not. 

VALENTINE 

And what happened as a result of this Know Your Town focus? 

SCHULTZ 

We completed our study of Know Your Town and we had a whole 

compendium of factual information. And I said, "Let's publish it." Well, we 

couldn't afford to publish it. But we had-- The league owned a rickety old 

mimeograph, which we housed in my house in the basement. And I had time-- 

I did not have a family at that time. So I ran it off: I typed it up on the stencils, 

which is a messy job, and then ran it off and assembled it and stapled it and 

went downtown to sell it for five cents a copy. [laughter] And we did sell a 

number of copies, but not very many. But we did stir up interest. The title of 

our little brochure was "Your City and Its Government"--then in smaller print--

"Where the Money Comes from and Where It Goes." And that usually 

interests people. So of course we presented copies to the members of the city 

council. And one of the things that we recommended to the citizens of Mill 

Valley was that we could make a giant step in the interest of good government 

if we were to elect a board of freeholders and give them the latitude of a year 

in which to study their town. Now, we'd already studied the town. We had the 

groundwork ready for the board of freeholders, and they could expand on 

that. So the city council had among its members the husband of one of our 

league members. Big piece of luck. 

VALENTINE 

Good lobbying. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. We descended on George, George Engel was his name. So we left it up 

to him, in a way, to sell the other members of the council on the advisability of 

calling for an election and letting the citizens of Mill Valley make this decision-

-that the city council should not make it. They should not say no or yes; they 

should refer it to the decision of the people that live here. They did that. They 



called for an election of a board of freeholders. And the law is very explicit 

when you do it and how you do it. 

VALENTINE 

The election or the board? 

SCHULTZ 

The election and the board. There must be fifteen members. 

VALENTINE 

Is that a state law? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, that is. That's a state law. There are fifteen members of your board of 

freeholders, and I have forgotten now whether there was any residency 

requirement or not. I don't remember. But I qualified because I had lived here, 

by then, long enough that I was a bona fide citizen. And so there were forty 

people who filed for election to the Mill Valley Board of Freeholders. And out 

of the forty, there were three women who emerged, none of whom had been 

a member of Know Your Town. 

VALENTINE 

This is a citywide-- 

SCHULTZ 

A citywide election, yes. 

VALENTINE 

And what is the commission to the board of freeholders? What's their 

responsibility? 

SCHULTZ 

Their responsibility is to take one year's time, no more, no less, to make a 

thorough investigation of the way their town is administered and what its 

problems are and so on. I still have the report that the board of freeholders 

rendered. And it has occurred to me, while you have been here, I should see 

that that either goes to the county library or the city library. 



VALENTINE 

I looked at it this morning in fact. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, did you truly? 

VALENTINE 

I did. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, well. The freeholders' report? 

VALENTINE 

Yes. The minutes. 

SCHULTZ 

I was the secretary. Yes. I wrote everywhere for information, and I read a 

great deal. 

VALENTINE 

What authority did the board of freeholders have? 

SCHULTZ 

To recommend a form of government--a change in the form of government. 

VALENTINE 

They made a recommendation to the city council, but there was no imperative 

that it be obeyed. Is that correct? 

SCHULTZ 

They can't have an imperative that you vote, yes. But they can say, "You have 

to have an election." And that was the imperative. And the board had the 

election, and the election turned out to be entirely favorable. The citizens of 

Mill Valley wanted-- I must say, I told a number of them, and different groups, 

that if it took this to get water in the pool, it was worth it. 

VALENTINE 



Did you ever get water in the pool? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Good. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, we did. And then is when I discovered a wonderful persuasive reason why 

we needed a city manager: That's once where they sent the clerk, the town 

clerk, to put water in the pool-- Not water, but disinfectant. And do you know, 

they were buying the disinfectant a quart at a time from a little store that was 

near the school. They didn't buy in quantity. There were so many things we 

found as practical women. 

VALENTINE 

Inefficiencies. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Now, what year was this board of freeholders in action? 

SCHULTZ 

Now, you look back at what you saw this morning and see the date on that, 

will you? 

VALENTINE 

Okay. I will. 

SCHULTZ 

Because I don't remember. [1940] 

VALENTINE 

Okay. So now you reformed city politics. 



SCHULTZ 

I was very active in city politics. 

VALENTINE 

You have a city administrator in mind? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, we just wanted improvement. We wanted that old railroad taken out 

because it wasn't running anymore. Neither was "the world's crookedest 

railway," [Old Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway] that ran up the mountain 

[Mount Tamalpais] running anymore. And we needed to clean up. We needed 

to do ever so many things. Now, let me see. What was the date of our Know 

Your Town? It was-- 

VALENTINE 

It was the late thirties, but I have to look it up to-- 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I would have to look it up too. 

VALENTINE 

What was the effect of the Depression in Mill Valley and Marin County? 

SCHULTZ 

It was very hard on the citizens of Marin. There was no bridge at that time. 

And it was handicapped in ever so many ways. But there were quite a number 

of older people in the town who had no resources at all. And so that was one 

of the things that Iris Engel and I did, along with other women of the town. We 

opened a store in one of the empty stores--of which there were a number--

and we persuaded the townsfolk to contribute canned goods to the store. And 

people could come in and be served--not have to buy it, but get something to 

eat. At that time, there was a gaunt old man who used to walk through my 

yard coming down-- He'd take a short cut from Molino Avenue and go down 

my steps, which we had by then, and go down Ethel [Avenue] and then go 

down some more steps and he was downtown. That old man was absolutely 

skin and bones. And so I gave him a few jobs in the yard. I asked him one day 



what his particular goal in life was at that time. He said, "I'm a foreigner." And 

you knew that. He was probably from Switzerland. He said, "I came to this 

country full of hope," and he said, "I did buy a piece of ground." And he said, "I 

am determined not to lose it." 

VALENTINE 

Did the New Deal have much impact here? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it did. I remember the impact it had on me. The day FDR [Franklin D. 

Roosevelt] announced the closing of the banks, I was at home. We had 

bought, on time--first thing we ever bought on time--a radio. We had to have 

the news. And so the announcement came over the radio--the speech that 

FDR made that all we had to fear was fear itself, and that he was closing the 

banks for three days to prevent runs on the bank. And I didn't have a penny at 

home. I believed in banks, and I passed our bank every time I went to school. 

And so it was just a nice depository. So for several days, we ate very meagerly, 

because Ray [Schultz] didn't have much cash in his pocket either. The town 

was more or less paralyzed by the closure of the banks, and it made a great 

impression on the citizenry of Mill Valley. 

VALENTINE 

How about the other kinds of programs that FDR developed? Was there much 

support for those in Marin County? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, there was. Particularly among the artists. There were a great many artists. 

I suppose they were mostly penniless artists at that time in Marin. And the 

program-- And also teachers. There were teachers who made a great deal of 

progress getting jobs, using the facilities of-- See, I've forgotten the name of 

the department of government. What was it? 

VALENTINE 

Which one? 

SCHULTZ 

The one that serves the artists and the teachers? 



VALENTINE 

The WPA [Works Progress Administration]? 

SCHULTZ 

That also hired men with shovels, didn't it? 

VALENTINE 

Right. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, well-- 

VALENTINE 

They employed people to write history and guidebooks and paint murals— 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, they did. One of my teacher friends got such a job and wrote. It's the one 

with whom I had so much fun with the quail and the fog. She had a large 

house, and one day she invited me to come in and see if we could find 

something for lunch. And there was absolutely nothing in that huge 

refrigerator of hers but a couple of apples. So I went downtown and bought 

some spaghetti and some cheese and we had a sumptuous lunch. But the 

thing that surprised me so was that they really were so impoverished. She had 

a husband who worked in San Francisco; he was an artist. But they just had 

fallen upon an empty purse. 

VALENTINE 

Was Roosevelt popular in Marin? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes and no. There were a great many conservative people who lived in Marin, 

and there were a great many newcomers like Ray and I. We were very 

enthusiastic about FDR, but then maybe it went with the label. I was a 

Democrat, and I naturally would be, except that I'm not that kind of a partisan 

in politics. I really do vote independently. I listen to what they say and make 

comparisons, and on occasion, switch parties. 



VALENTINE 

Well, I didn't think that Marin was particularly a Democratic stronghold at that 

time. 

SCHULTZ 

It was not. It shared the distinction with Orange County in Southern California 

of being preponderantly Republican. That's why it was so foolish for me to run 

as a candidate. But you see, I ran for a nonpartisan office. I didn't have to label 

myself. I don't think I ever would have been elected in this county if I had 

started out labeling myself a Democrat. 

VALENTINE 

When the Golden Gate Bridge opened in 1937, how did that affect the 

population of Marin--who lived here, how big the community was, and what 

kinds of people were attracted to the county? 

SCHULTZ 

There were a great many old-timers who lived in Marin in little old houses. But 

the opening of the bridge made San Francisco so accessible that there was a 

tremendous spurt in the population, and it changed. The character of the 

population changed to a much more vigorous and progressive one. 

VALENTINE 

How did Marin County keep its independence from San Francisco--its regional 

identity and political independence? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, we shared a bridge director with San Francisco, and that was one way to 

have a voice in their government. But we had a great many residents here 

who worked there but lived here. And they took part in the politics of San 

Francisco. And of course, I think an important part of the story is we took San 

Francisco newspapers. We had little dinky--and they were dinky and 

provincial--papers here in Marin. No city news in them, no world news, just 

local. And so we were all avid readers of either the San Francisco Chronicle or 

the [William Randolph] Hearst paper [San Francisco Call-Bulletin]. 

VALENTINE 



Did Marin consider itself a suburb of San Francisco? 

SCHULTZ 

No. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

How did they keep that from happening? 

SCHULTZ 

By being so individualistic, I think. They were very much interested in their 

own affairs. 

VALENTINE 

And you were very much interested in their own affairs. 

SCHULTZ 

I certainly was. I wanted to help guide them. 

VALENTINE 

Good for you. Tell me about your involvement with the League of Women 

Voters after the Know Your Town episode when you became president and 

resident advocate. 

SCHULTZ 

I took on the responsibility of being the auditor at the board of supervisors 

every week for the league. So I attended all their meetings and made reports 

to the League of Women Voters on what they were doing. And we had at that 

time in Marin what we called the "county farm" [Lucas Valley Farm]. Some 

people called it the "poor farm." The rest of us called it the "county farm." And 

it was a going organization in that it had a herd of cows with which they 

supplied the dining room, and various of the supervisors would recommend 

indigents for a bed and housing at the county farm. During my tenure on the 

board, we went out there once a week and had lunch. We paid for it; we 

weren't eating at the public trough. We paid for it, but we were watching 

what they were serving and making sure that the quantities were adequate 

and the quality was good. 



VALENTINE 

Which board was this? 

SCHULTZ 

This was the board of supervisors the eight years that I was on it. 

VALENTINE 

You met once a week? 

SCHULTZ 

Once a week we went out there. 

VALENTINE 

Good for you. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. They had a Chinese cook, who used to-- I know he used to dress things up 

for us. He just wanted a good reputation. 

VALENTINE 

Let's go back to the League of Women Voters. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, back to the league. So anyway, I took on the responsibility of being the 

auditor of the board of supervisors. I mentioned to one or two of the 

supervisors-- This was before I was going out [to the farm] as an observer as a 

member of the board; I was simply a human observer looking around at an old 

building and seeing the frayed light cords and the disrepair and lack of upkeep 

and so on. And so the league made a discreet recommendation to the board 

of supervisors that they appoint a committee, on which there would be some 

league members, to make an investigation of the farm: its physical condition. 

And they did. Among our members they appointed was a very bright woman 

[Meryl Tharp]. She had eyes in the back of her head, I'm sure. She didn't miss 

anything. And she was a member of that committee that reported on the 

condition of the farm. I remember to this day the pride with which I listened 

to her report. It was as professional a report as any consultant ever gave. 



VALENTINE 

And then you went on to audit the [California] State Assembly and the 

California State Legislature for the league. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. By this time, I had gone to many league conventions and had 

participated. The league asked me and Fern Andrews, one of my very good 

friends-- In fact, the one that helped organize the league. It was Fern Andrews 

and Iris Engel and Vera Schultz and Cora Bjornstrom that were the power 

behind the throne in getting that thing going. And it seemed that the state 

league was growing very fast also. The league had a period, you know, of 

considerable growth. It later declined somewhat, but it did have a period of 

expedited growth. And they realized that they needed league members with 

the league perspective to audit the activities of the assembly and the senate 

and the bills and to report back on them. So Fern and I-- Now, Fern had a little 

boy, but he was old enough that she could leave him all week with his dad. His 

dad was a schoolteacher so he was at home a lot. So she could leave Donny 

[Andrews] and go with Assemblyman [Richard] McCollister and me every 

Monday morning to Sacramento. And then we came back on Friday night. All 

week long we were immersed in legislation, and we really gave our 

assemblyman an earful. We educated him on a lot of the bills that he was 

going to vote on. But we were ashamed of him, because he would come into 

the assembly with a black eye from bumping into something. He drank too 

much. 

VALENTINE 

Who was that? 

SCHULTZ 

Richard McCollister. A nice guy in ever so many ways. He used to be a real 

estate man here in Mill Valley. And he had no opposition until after the tenth 

year that he was up there introducing bills to legalize jai alai and things of that 

sort. I thought he had to be challenged. 
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SCHULTZ 

[The way I] began to participate very actively in Mill Valley politics was 

through the Outdoor Art Club, which I mentioned to you that I joined. The 

Outdoor Art Club, at my insistence, wrote a letter to the city council proposing 

that they establish a park and recreation committee. We didn't have any such 

thing. And when it came to nominating somebody from the club to be a part 

of that Committee [for Parks and Recreation], they nominated me. I was 

perfectly delighted to begin to go to the city hall on a regular basis to meet 

with regularly appointed people to look into the problems of our little city. 

And I served on that committee eight years. 

VALENTINE 

My goodness. What years was that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, let's see. You get me on the-- 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] I'm a historian, what can I say? 

SCHULTZ 

You forget that I'm so old now that I can't remember my name part of the 

time. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Well, you make me forget it. 

SCHULTZ 

Let's see if I can remember. It would have been during the thirties--the thirties 

and the forties--that I became quite active in the club. Number one, they 

made me program chairman. During the Depression, when so many artists had 

had to seek help from the government, I had become acquainted with a lot of 

them. So what I did was to start programs down at the Outdoor Art Club on 

"Art in Action." There was a young man who lived in Daybreak House, way up 

high on Ethel Avenue. I used to pass the house on my way downtown. He was 

working on a little piece of statuary one day when I went by, so I went in to 



observe. It was called Forest Madonna. It was a mother deer and her fawn. 

Most attractive. It was just charming. And I said, "Dick, wouldn't you like to 

complete the work on this down at the Outdoor Art Club where other people 

can watch you carve, and maybe you could get some students out of it?" He 

thought it was a good idea and we did it. And he got a lot of students out of it. 

I always wished that I could have been one of them, but I was too busy. 

VALENTINE 

Yes, you were. I want to ask you some more about the years you spent in 

Sacramento observing and advocating. What did you learn about politics from 

that experience? 

SCHULTZ 

I learned how rotten politics is. It was then, and it is now. It hasn't improved 

one iota. And this is a source of great distress to me, because I truly do revere 

the government of the United States and the Constitution and the laws that 

have been passed to guide our use of our freedom. But I have found 

repeatedly that the wrong people get in office and there's no surveillance. 

VALENTINE 

How do we get the right people in office? 

SCHULTZ 

By paying attention. By really being concerned with every election. How few 

people are willing to go and listen to a candidate's night! I've experienced it 

over and over myself. Just a handful. And mostly those are your friends out of 

loyalty. And you see, it has revolved around the dollar, unfortunately. It didn't 

in my day. I paid every cent of my election expenses, including the right to 

apply for the position--the registration fee. 

VALENTINE 

Including the deficits left over. You paid all those off. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Paid off all those deficits too. Never left a debt. 

VALENTINE 



What years were you in Sacramento doing that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, let me see. I'll scratch my-- 

VALENTINE 

There's that pesky question again. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. I do remember that it was two years after we voted in the council 

manager form of government. It was two years after the conclusion of the 

work of the freeholders. And if we could just— 

VALENTINE 

That was about 1940, wasn't it? 

SCHULTZ 

I think it was. 

VALENTINE 

Your daughter [Joyce Elaine Schultz Hester] was born in '42, so how does it 

relate to that? 

SCHULTZ 

She came as a result. She came as a result, dear, of my heartsick rejection of 

politics. [laughter] Now I'm beginning to remember. It was in 1941 that I went 

to the state legislature for the League of Women Voters, and '42. I came home 

from the final session of the state legislature so depressed at the corrosion 

and the corruption that was evident there. Anyone could see it. But you saw it 

in particular when you saw how the votes were cast. And that's when I said to 

Ray, "There must be something more worthwhile--more worthwhile than 

politics." And he was never very much interested in politics. He went along 

with me because I went. He was a good husband. 

VALENTINE 

He was extremely supportive. 



SCHULTZ 

Oh, tremendously. He was tremendously supportive. And as I may have 

mentioned to you, we had been married fifteen years when I decided that I'd 

choose maternity. So we'd been married sixteen years when I became a 

mother. 

VALENTINE 

Now, by that time, World War II had broken out also. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

What impact did that have on Marin County? 

SCHULTZ 

A tremendous impact. It was a beehive of activity in Marin. We had to find out 

every week who had been drafted. I want to tell you a little story about 

drafting for World War II. We had that clerk in the office, George [S.] Jones, 

who had selected the brother of one of the later supervisors [William Gnoss], 

George Gnoss, to be his assistant clerk. [Jones] was really a Simon Legree. He 

was terribly inconsiderate of the women employees, and he wielded a whip 

over other employees and over some members of the board of supervisors at 

times. So at any rate, he was on the draft board. They would pick people like 

Jones-- 

VALENTINE 

Who probably enjoyed it. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. And here comes little George Gnoss, just a young kid who was engaged 

to be married and didn't want to go at all. I don't suppose anybody wanted to 

go, but there were some people who were less liable than others. He was in 

the dairy business, so he was in a line of production that was needed in the 

war effort. He was the brother of William Gnoss, who served with me. He 

made every appeal to be exempt, and the clerk would not hear of it. Of 



course, there were others on the board, but they were outvoted, so off he 

went to the war. And as I recall, there was tragedy, but I won't say because I 

don't remember accurately. He came home a bachelor, and because of the 

tragedy that had happened in his life-- I think it was that his fiancée died while 

he was in the service. At any rate it was a tragedy that affected the whole 

county very much. And so to reward him and to compensate, George Jones 

made Mr. George Gnoss his assistant. And he was there. He may still be there, 

I don't know. But he was there forever after. He was entirely different, an 

entirely different man from his boss. As an example of [Jones's] inhumanity to 

women: The women in those days wore high heels. And the girls would come 

to the office, you know, all dressed up and wearing high heels, expecting to be 

able to slip them off once they were behind the counter and slip into some 

flats. And he wouldn't let them. 

VALENTINE 

Why? 

SCHULTZ 

He said, "You wear your high heels all day." Why? Just because he was a 

dominant male. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Let him wear them. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. 

VALENTINE 

Well, what got you back into dirty politics? 

SCHULTZ 

After leaving the legislature as an advocate and becoming a mother, I made a 

resolution that I would not palm off my child to babysitters, that I would stay 

at home with my child and I would teach her and I would read to her and we 

would be companions. And, my dear, politics is a virus. When it would come 

Tuesday night, which was the night that the city council met, I'd ask Ray, 

"Would you mind? Would you mind being a babysitter tonight?" And a friend 



of mine up the hill [Tom Conner], who had to drive right past the house--so 

that I really wouldn't have to ask Ray to drive me down, and I didn't drive at 

that time-- He was on the city council and we were friends. We had respect for 

each other. So with a little nudging he offered to just drop by and pick me up 

on Tuesday nights because he had to go right past my house to go to his own. 

And so I got a ride down to the meetings on Tuesday nights, and of course, 

once you start looking at that agenda and looking ahead and that sort of thing, 

you're hooked again. 

VALENTINE 

So why did you decide to run for city council? 

SCHULTZ 

I decided to run for city council because the young man who had been hired to 

be the city manager [Bob Baumberger] was a very capable young man from 

Concord, Vermont, and he thought he was coming to a mill town because of 

the name, Mill Valley. They never saw him in person till he arrived, and there 

were three members of the city council who talked with him on the phone; 

questioned him as to his experience, education, and so on; approved him; and 

hired him. He arrived stunned to see this was not a mill town at all, but a town 

that was in dire need of all kinds of engineering advice. He really became the 

city engineer, but he was really the city manager. Now, he did a good job. He 

had a very aggressive and articulate young wife, who saw to it that his virtues 

were noticed. They immediately-- Is this too gossipy? 

VALENTINE 

No. 

SCHULTZ 

It's the way life is lived in little towns. She became a member of the--not the 

Outdoor Art Club, but of a church group that is very active in the community. 

It's called Triple C. And there is a denomination to the church, but I don't even 

know it. 

VALENTINE 

What does Triple C stand for? 



SCHULTZ 

And that's what I don't know. It stood for the activities that they were busy 

with. They spent all winter renovating clothing or making new things and so 

on, refurbishing cast-offs, etc., and then having a bazaar in the spring, where 

these things were sold at giveaway prices to needy people. It was a very active 

club, the Triple C. They invited me to come and talk to them from time to time 

on various things. I made a report to them on the International Institute at 

Mills College, told them about [H.] Jerry Voorhis and what a great guy he was, 

and many of the bills that were under discussion and so on. And then they 

asked me to come and review a book for them, because I used to read, as I 

told you, all the time. I had read this book called A Sense of Humor. Have you 

happened to read it? 

VALENTINE 

No, I haven't. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, you should. It's a nonessential book, but it's just delightful. It's about a 

cocker spaniel, and the owner of the cocker spaniel was an avid gardener. So 

it's about dogs and it's about gardening, both of which subjects are very 

popular in Mill Valley among most all the residents. So I went down to 

review A Sense of Humor for them. This was long after I had talked to them 

about serious things. And I was determined, Maggie, that I would not weep; I 

was determined that I would keep my composure, because the little dog dies 

in the end and it's terribly sad. Well, I got to the end and I couldn't keep my 

resolution. I started to weep and all the ladies joined in. But they considered it 

a very successful program. 

VALENTINE 

You're human. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. 

VALENTINE 

So did they encourage you to run for office? 



SCHULTZ 

Yes. Those were among my supporters: all the members of Triple C, all the 

members of the Outdoor Art Club, all the members of the League of Women 

Voters--even some who had to resign from the board in order to endorse me. 

But I had very, very strong female support in Marin. 

VALENTINE 

Bipartisan support? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was not bipartisan. This was the first office that I sought where I had to 

be nonpartisan. You see, city council is nonpartisan, board of freeholders is 

nonpartisan. 

VALENTINE 

Isn't this city council we're talking about? 

SCHULTZ 

And it's nonpartisan. It's not partisan at all: you don't elect by affiliation. Nor 

do you for the board of supervisors; both county and city offices are 

nonpartisan. And that's good, and I hope they never change it. There was a bill 

introduced last year at the state legislature to make county and city elections 

partisan. And did I work against that! [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Describe for me your campaign. What was your strategy? 

SCHULTZ 

My strategy-- Now, this is in running for-- 

VALENTINE 

For city council in 1946. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, for the city council? Well, my city council campaign was very different 

from my campaign for the [California State] Assembly. I knew my town so well 



when I sought to become a member of the council that I thought the best way 

I could reach every voter would be to write him or her or them a personal 

letter. And since writing comes easily to me, I did that. I said, "I have lived in 

your city for fifteen years"--I had by that time--"and I see many areas that 

should be of concern to you as they are to me." This was the trend of the 

letter. Then I said, "Here are my qualifications, and if you approve of them, I 

solicit your support for my election." Now, I didn't need to mention that no 

other woman had ever sought the office before because plenty of people did. 

They said, "But you've only lived here fifteen years." [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Newcomer. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, newcomer. 

VALENTINE 

Outsider. 

SCHULTZ 

What could I know about Mill Valley? But I did do a lot of personal 

campaigning. I went around from door to door, introduced myself, said why I 

was calling on them, and met a lot of wonderful people. And then the good 

part of this story, Maggie, is on election day I won in every precinct but two, 

and I tied in those two. 

VALENTINE 

That's wonderful. 

SCHULTZ 

It really was. 

VALENTINE 

For an outsider. 

SCHULTZ 



For an outsider and a newcomer at that. Yes, but you see, you can see clearly 

what produced that kind of a result. 

VALENTINE 

That personal involvement. 

SCHULTZ 

And it was constant participation. You didn't drop out of sight for two or three 

years and then come back on a road issue or something. You're consistent. 

VALENTINE 

Right. And your issue was your principles. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

What were those issues to you? 

SCHULTZ 

The first, and the one that I emphasized: the indispensable ingredient for 

public service is integrity. That was a lesson straight out of the legislature. And 

I had a platform. I've forgotten now what it was other than to remove the 

railroad track. Oh yes, I do remember what one of the things was. And it got 

me hissed. One of the few times in my life that I have been hissed by a 

roomful of people. But when I came to live in Mill Valley, our front door was a 

dreadful garbage dump. It was where pigs wandered and the gulls squawked 

all day and the rats came out to visit the houses in the neighborhood. It was 

privately owned. It was owned by an Italian family named Biggio--nice man, 

very conscious of his lack of English, although it was worth your life to go 

down there, because of the wild pigs and the awful odor. But imagine that: 

that was the doorway of Mill Valley. That was what you had to pass every time 

you came into town on East Blithedale [Avenue] or up Miller Avenue. You 

could not avoid it. It was a waterfront. So I called my garbageman into my 

kitchen one day when he came to collect my refuse, and I said, "What would 

you think of making a contract with the city of Mill Valley, a long-term 

contract, for the disposal of the garbage?" Because they had to renew their 



contract every year. And, of course, the immediate object in the way was that 

it wasn't in Mill Valley, it was outside Mill Valley. It was in the county of Marin. 

They had to go to the board of supervisors every year, and every year when 

they went up to the board of supervisors, there was a contingent of people 

from Mill Valley denouncing them, begging the board not to renew. And of 

course the board always renewed. They never listened to Mill Valley. There 

was only one solution, absolutely only one: that they become annexed to Mill 

Valley. To become annexed to Mill Valley there had to be an election. And also 

in that area, there were about twelve eligible voters who would have to make 

the decision. So to my surprise, that young man that day had tears in his eyes 

when he said, "If there's any way that we can avoid going before the board of 

supervisors and those citizens denouncing us, we'll go for it." It had two parts. 

The city would agree to a ten-year continuous contract for garbage disposal. 

They, in turn, would agree to fill and cover at the end of every day. Now, there 

was a big cliff of rocks right near the garbage dump. So to find fill was not 

really a big problem. I don't know what they paid for it, but it was worth it to 

them, and they went and bought it before they signed the agreement with the 

city so there would be no slip-ups. They said, "We have the fill for the fill and 

cover, and we promise to cover the garbage every day at the end of the 

collection day. And furthermore"--they went a little bit farther--"we will cease 

having pigs." Well, when I presented this plan to the city council, the room--

the city hall--was crowded, because it had been in the paper that we were 

going to make a deal with the garbage company. And so the room was filled to 

standing room only. And when I mentioned the ten-year contract, that's when 

they hissed. 

VALENTINE 

Why? 

SCHULTZ 

They didn't want it at all. They had no way to get rid of it. And yet to sign up 

for ten years with the prospect of them being entirely rid of it and having it 

covered over with earth-- Oh, and the payoff was that the garbage company 

sweetened the deal by saying that at the end of the ten years, they would 

dedicate this seventeen acres to the city of Mill Valley for a permanent 

recreation area. Wasn't that a deal? 



VALENTINE 

Well, who would be against garbage collection? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, because they had to smell it all the time. And the rats were terrible in 

Mill Valley. They came up from the garbage dump at night. 

VALENTINE 

It seems to me that having the garbage collected and taken away--they'd be in 

favor of that, to get rid of that problem. Am I not understanding this? 

SCHULTZ 

You're not understanding it. They didn't take it away. They took it down to the 

waterfront, and there it stayed. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, I see. 

SCHULTZ 

If they took it away there'd be no problem. 

VALENTINE 

That's what I thought. 

SCHULTZ 

No, it stayed right there. But it stayed to bless us, because at the end of the 

contract they were true to their promise. They dedicated that land to the city 

of Mill Valley in perpetuity for recreational purposes. And unfortunately, a 

subsequent city manager, whom they should never have hired, made a deal 

with the school district to let them have part of it. I don't know how he got 

around-- 

VALENTINE 

How is that legal? 

SCHULTZ 



I don't think he could have gotten around it if there'd been anybody aware. I 

did save it later in part. The school was proposing to put-- They needed 

money. This is the middle school, which is right down there at the entrance of 

our seafront. They proposed to build a shopping center there. A shopping 

center! By this time, honey, even though I was in my dotage, [laughter] I called 

up the member of the city council and I said, "Do you know what you're 

doing? Have you read the minutes of 1946?" And they hadn't. They'd 

researched it, but they hadn't gone back far enough. And they didn't know 

about this deeding of it in perpetuity for recreational purposes. 

VALENTINE 

Good for you. 

SCHULTZ 

And then they made a whole new deal with the city school. 

VALENTINE 

Still a watchful eye. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Good. 

SCHULTZ 

And one of the women [Kathleen Foote] that was on the board, that is on the 

board now-- She's a very bright young attorney. And when she was running for 

election to the city council, she knocked on my door--this being an approved 

method of campaigning--and I welcomed her in. I loved to talk to her about 

city government. She realized that I had broken the ice, that I was the first 

one. We had a wonderful visit, and it has continued now. She served eight 

years, was mayor twice, and she still comes to visit me. 

VALENTINE 

That's nice. 



1.5. TAPE NUMBER: III, SIDE ONE (JUNE 29, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

Now, you said she [Kathleen Foote] was mayor. When you were elected you 

got a record number of votes, 86 percent, so you should have been the first 

woman mayor of Mill Valley. 

SCHULTZ 

I should have been, not only by reason of having the highest vote, but by 

reason of tradition. It had been a tradition in Mill Valley from the inception of 

the little town in 1900 that the highest vote-getter got to be mayor. It's not 

the best way to get a mayor; it really isn't. But at any rate, that was the 

tradition. When the votes came in-- It was a contested election, I must say. 

There were eight candidates, and I came in tops. That shows what doing your 

homework does for you. 

VALENTINE 

That's right. 

SCHULTZ 

And it wasn't just that, Maggie, it was principle. Wherever I went, I taught the 

principle of good government, of good democratic government, where just a 

portion of the board doesn't make a decision and then tell the rest, "Well, this 

is the way it's going to be" and so on. It's a reverence for the true principle of 

democratic government. And so I didn't exactly want to be mayor, Maggie. It's 

only an honorary thing. You don't have very many more duties than every 

other member of the city council, and certainly no more power. But at any 

rate, the men caucused. They had a little secret meeting. 

VALENTINE 

The other members of the Mill Valley City Council? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, the newly elected one. There was one member who had been a 

freeholder [Mill Valley Board of Freeholders] along with me. The reason that 

he and I had run, since we did have a competent city manager--who was not 



getting anywhere because they wouldn't use him-- The members of the city 

council, who had submitted to the will of the voters and had selected a city 

manager, didn't want to use him except as a kind of copy boy. They didn't 

know how to use him. This comes from getting a little local match. I don't 

want to sound bigoted, but I do think that it's very important that you look at 

the background of the people you are electing and see if that background 

qualifies them to make the kind of decisions that are going to be before them. 

VALENTINE 

Well, what kinds of backgrounds--? How many were on the city council? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, just five people. 

VALENTINE 

And what kinds of backgrounds did they have? 

SCHULTZ 

There were three that were incumbent. One of them was-- He was kind of a 

professional politician. He ran for every conceivable office for which he should 

not be elected. But he was a friendly man with a big family of daughters, and 

he had a delightful wife. And she was his treasure. So he had become a 

member of the city council. He was opposed to the idea of having a city 

manager. And he did nothing; I mean, he just stayed home and then 

participated in local politics, local affairs. But the one that was rather a 

decisive power on the board, and who had been there for quite a long while, 

ran a local hardware store. He really had the temperament of a dictator and 

often made decisions on his own that later became public policy. 

VALENTINE 

Didn't you have to vote on them? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, they did have to vote on them on the city council. I'm trying to remember 

who the other member of the city council was. It was a hold-over member. 

And I can't remember that. Maybe it's fortunate, because the meeting was at 

his house. 



VALENTINE 

So they had a caucus. 

SCHULTZ 

They had a caucus and they changed the rules. [laughter] They changed the 

rules to say that the city council would select its mayor at the first meeting 

after the election. So I had received my first slap in the face. 

VALENTINE 

What was the reason for that? Why did they change the rules? 

SCHULTZ 

It could only be male supremacy, honey. They'd never had a woman on the 

council before, and here comes a woman who not only is going to be on the 

council, but who will sit there as mayor. And it was intolerable. This is long 

before women's lib. So I took my place that night at the roundtable with kind 

of a war going on in my mind. How should I react to such a rebuff? Because 

remember this: one of the principles of my life is fairness. Be fair. And so I 

thought, "Should I make a big fuss about this? I don't really care about being 

mayor; that is not what is important. What's important is that they change the 

rules." So that night, they are very quick to nominate Charles Sloan. That's the 

one I couldn't remember. I had lots of problems with him. Oh, wow, he was an 

engineer, and [I] lost one of the most important battles of southern Marin 

[County] to him, because he was an engineer and people thought he knew 

what he was talking about when it came to the disposal of sewage in southern 

Marin. Can I digress a minute? 

VALENTINE 

Yes, I'll bring you back. 

SCHULTZ 

Because I want to tell you what the problem with Charlie Sloan was. The 

voters of southern Marin had had the good judgment to vote in a sanitary 

district. Now, the sanitary district included Sausalito, Mill Valley, and the rest 

of the Richardson Bay area. It even included the two towns on the opposite 

side of Richardson Bay, Tiburon and Belvedere. It would have been a splendid, 



permanent solution for the waste, the sewage waste, of southern Marin. 

There was an engineer named John Jenks who was hired by the district to 

advise them. He came up with this brilliant proposal to conduct all the sewage 

of southern Marin down through Tennessee Valley to discharge it into the 

open ocean. Instead, what we got was a whole series of little tiny disposal 

districts, such as the one we had in Mill Valley. I wanted to keep it away from 

Mill Valley and I wanted to keep it away from Richardson Bay and get it out to 

the ocean where it can be-- Even that's not good; I know that now. But it was 

better than having it dumped right in your front yard. Well, engineer Sloan 

rejected every idea that engineer Jenks proposed. And under the law--and this 

is the state law again--there were three people who made decisions on the 

board of the sanitary district. One was the mayor of Mill Valley, one was the 

mayor of Sausalito, and the other was the chairman of the [Marin County] 

Board of Supervisors. Now, the chairman of the board of supervisors was a 

man who lived in Mill Valley, and he had served on the city council and was a 

very creditable public official. You could count on him to see the merit of 

regional disposal, and he did. His name was Fred Bagshaw, and he fought as 

hard as I did to keep the voters from reversing themselves, canceling the 

sanitary district and going back to little regional sanitary districts, of which 

there eventually became a dozen. 

VALENTINE 

Then how did Sloan win? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I took a vacation and went up to Lake Tahoe, and when I came back I 

found that the council had voted to agree to the cancellation of the sanitary 

district. That had been a forward-looking step by the voters; now they reverse 

themselves. So I wrote a letter--in this case it was not too temperate--in which 

I pointed out what they had done, and particularly during the absence of one 

of their members. And not long after that, poor Charlie Sloan resigned. 

VALENTINE 

In connection with that? 

SCHULTZ 



I don't know whether it was in connection with that, because he won, you see. 

He won. But my public rebuke may have hurt him. 

VALENTINE 

What was the public's response? 

SCHULTZ 

The public, as usual, is supine. They don't pay any attention. You get a few 

who agree, and they make a little committee, and they make themselves 

heard. But by the time they're heard, the harm has been done. 

VALENTINE 

In general, how involved were Mill Valley citizens in what was going on on the 

city council? 

SCHULTZ 

I'd say it was typical of every little town. It depended very much on how hot 

the issue was. Now, the garbage dump issue was a hot issue, and they turned 

out for that. They didn't turn out to protest. Well, of course it was too late; 

they'd already reversed themselves. There wasn't anybody that pointed out 

what they were doing when they reversed themselves on the sanitary district. 

There's a great deal of difference in what the law permits a sanitary district to 

do as a sanitary-- What is the other word for it? The sanitary district is very 

much larger, regionally, than the local district, of which we've got so many. 

VALENTINE 

So Sloan got himself elected mayor? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Sloan got himself elected mayor. 

VALENTINE 

And what was the response of your constituents? 

SCHULTZ 

There were a few who were there to protest that I [did] not become mayor, 

but very few. Because we didn't know till the night of the enthronement that 



that is what they had done. And, you know, after an election, very few people 

turn up to clap. "It's done now and we can go home and be quiet." That's the 

way it was. There weren't very many people there in the audience. And that 

was when I had to make a rather decisive choice of behavior: "I'm the first 

woman elected. They didn't want me; they won't want anybody to succeed 

me if I do what's wrong." And so I counseled myself. I said, "Be a lady. Be a 

lady who respects herself." And so I faced the issue and I said, "I'm aware that 

according to tradition, I should be mayor." These aren't verbatim, honey. 

These are recollections of how I felt. "According to tradition, I should be 

mayor, because I won the most votes. You gentlemen have chosen to 

secretly"--and I used the word secretly--"get together and make another 

choice. I'm not going to complain. I'll call it the fortunes of politics. And I will 

try to be the kind of person on this city council for which you will be grateful." 

And so we went on with business. 

VALENTINE 

Well, it wasn't the last time you changed policies and traditions. 

SCHULTZ 

No. 

VALENTINE 

What were your greatest accomplishments as a member of the city council 

during that one term? 

SCHULTZ 

The greatest accomplishment was the selection of Ted Adsit, the new city 

manager. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. The second greatest, I would say, was the successful conclusion of the 

garbage dump issue. We needed a very highly qualified city manager, and the 

one who was leaving had demonstratively been not that one. He knuckled 

under: he knuckled under on the sanitary district. He and I teamed up on the 



sanitary district to go around to talk to people about the significance of what 

they were doing. And he was one hundred percent for retaining the sanitary 

district and for going ahead with John Jenks's idea of conducting the waste to 

the ocean. But you see, we were both outvoted. I was absent, I think I told 

you. I was up at Lake Tahoe, and all I could do was write a letter when I got 

back. 

VALENTINE 

Why did you not run for reelection to the city council? 

SCHULTZ 

That's a good question, darling. I ran for election to the [California] State 

Assembly instead. 

VALENTINE 

Why did you make that switch? 

SCHULTZ 

I could see that our town was in good hands. We had a wonderful-- 

VALENTINE 

Your work here was done. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was done. And a good city council, and a really top-notch city manager. 

It was his idea that we have the county do our assessing and tax collecting. 

And that was the little piece of experience that got me ready to face the grand 

jury a few years later. 

VALENTINE 

That will come back and haunt you. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, absolutely. 

VALENTINE 



So in 1950, you decided to run for state assembly against your old friend 

Richard McCollister. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Why you? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, why me? Because there was one woman in the state legislature. One 

woman only. She was a little quiet mouse from Pasadena, and the only time 

you heard from her--see, I knew this because I'd been up there--was on 

Mother's Day. She was no mother, but on Mother's Day the boys humbled 

themselves by bringing her flowers. Well, at any rate I knew there was no 

voice up there to point out some of the really vicious laws that were being 

submitted. And I also knew that there was no voice to point out to the voters 

of Marin and Sonoma [County] just how bad the performance of Richard 

McCollister had been for ten years. He'd been there for ten years! And I don't 

remember whether I told you, but for every one of those years, I had gotten a 

copy of every bill he introduced. I had a record of every vote he had cast, and 

none of them benefited Marin and Sonoma. 

VALENTINE 

Why didn't the voters listen to you? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, he was a likable man. It was hard to run against him because he was such 

a friendly person. And during the course of the campaign, when I ran against 

him, he was doing some carpentry work in his house one day, and the saw 

slipped and he cut off three fingers. He made a joke out of it. He said, "I'll do 

anything to get recognition in the paper." [laughter] Shows you he had a sense 

of humor. But at any rate, he had been on the board of freeholders with me. 

VALENTINE 

Was he? 



SCHULTZ 

We knew each other very well. And I think that perhaps he was also very well 

known by a great many other people who had done business with him, 

particularly his partner, Emil Pohli. Emil Pohli came to my first campaign 

meeting. You asked me how I ran my campaign. Well, I gathered around my 

friends. I knew what the score was. I knew what I had to say. I knew what I 

was going to point out to the voters in the choice I was presenting them. And I 

fortunately had these four years on the city council that had been highly 

successful. We had accomplished a great many things. We had had the county 

do our tax assessing and collecting and saved ourselves thousands of dollars. 

And we had made arrangements to have the county do our health inspection--

health and restaurant and milk and food inspection--instead of having the city 

clerk do it, who knew nothing about it at all. In fact, it wasn't done. And one of 

the things that I had helped to accomplish in the county was in getting the 

county to create a health department headed by a qualified physician. We 

hadn't had that prior to then. So putting these bits of progress together, you 

build a solid foundation for good government. And so it seemed to me that I 

had enough material to sustain my right to claim that I could fulfill the office of 

assemblywoman, [laughter] notwithstanding there were no others except that 

little teacher. Well, the vehemence against women was at its height. We 

weren't into the sixties yet. We weren't at the point where the difference was 

being pointed out. But I assembled some facts of my own as part of my 

campaign. I made a survey county by county of women holding office. She 

might be the clerk, she might be a member of the council, she might be in 

charge of the humane society. But I went from county to county and made a 

record of the women employees and how long they had served and how 

honest they had been. And there never was one that didn't measure up. Not 

one. And when I gave that talk to the business and professional women up in 

Sonoma one night, they all rose and cheered. They cheered their sisters. 

VALENTINE 

That's nice. How overt or covert was the sexism you faced? 

SCHULTZ 



It was very obvious. It was just as obvious in the way they opened the door for 

you or took your elbow to help you down the step. They were chivalrous in 

their social behavior but they were merciless in their political behavior. 

VALENTINE 

Well, it's frequently so condescending. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, very. Indeed. 

VALENTINE 

It's just a complete dismissal of your importance. 

SCHULTZ 

It's still that way. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. And undermines your power. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it certainly undermines your effectiveness. And, you see, that was one of 

the main things I had to fight with Supervisor [William] Fusselman. He 

derogated women just as he derogated his wife. 

VALENTINE 

Did you call him on it? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh yes. In public meeting I certainly did. He had made an agreement-- This is 

when we were fighting over the idea of the [Marin County] Civic Center. He 

was opposed to it and he had agreed to write-- He was a slippery individual 

who didn't mind changing his story in the middle of the stream. So I asked him 

to write his speech. I didn't write mine, but I also didn't change the story 

midway. We had agreed, with the concurrence of the other members of the 

board of supervisors, that we would debate the benefit of a county 

administrator versus the way we were. He got up--and he hadn't written his 

speech--and he just let forth with a stream of conjecture and belief and 



opinion that had no basis in fact. And I had all kinds of evidence to prove how 

many cities in the United States had turned to America's science of 

government, America's contribution to the science of government--namely, 

the manager principle. Business used it, and finally government came around 

to using it after a struggle. It had a struggle every place it was adopted. And 

sometimes it was repudiated. And this was one of the spheres of knowledge 

for which I'm very grateful to the League of Women Voters. They had long 

since adopted the principle of manager government, and they had all kinds of 

information about it. And I had found it very useful, very helpful. At any rate, 

Fusselman gets up with his usual-- whatever came into his mind, he'd state it 

as fact. [laughter] It's very hard to deal with that kind of a person in a debate. 

And it wasn't a real debate. There was, you know, nobody to call "Time" and 

say, "Now, look. You agreed to this and you agreed to that." I was so mad at 

him. I had to carry the weight of the other three members of the board to 

keep them on the beam, to keep them from believing him. 

VALENTINE 

Well, you did a good job. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it worked. But I took them on "go see" projects. I didn't ask them to just 

take my word. "Go with me. Go and see." 

VALENTINE 

Well, we're jumping ahead a little bit. I'm not quite ready to discuss the board 

of supervisors yet. Back to your campaign in 1950. How was that financed? 

SCHULTZ 

That was the campaign for the-- 

VALENTINE 

State assembly. 

SCHULTZ 

State assembly. By golly, I started to tell you that the night I had my first 

campaign meeting, and I had all my friends there, Pohli came. That was 

McCollister's partner. And I thought, "Gee. Is he here as a spy?" You know. I 



didn't have a campaign manager. I didn't have a budget. All I knew was that I 

was going to tell the truth about how we were being disserved at the state 

legislature, and that was it. So we passed the hat that night, and that's where 

my darling husband [Ray Schultz] is such a peach: everybody knew he'd stand 

behind me, and that if they pledged more than they could give that they 

wouldn't be made to come forth. We adopted a budget. And we talked about 

a manager. We had sense enough to realize that I could never manage the 

campaign and win too. I needed a manager. There was a young woman who 

worked on the Independent Journal, and she lived down in Sausalito. Her 

name was Moyca Edwards. She came to that meeting to cover it for the press, 

actually, and we talked to her about management. We talked about the need 

for management and the fact that whoever became manager ought to be very 

familiar with both Marin and Sonoma County, and who is more familiar than a 

member of the press? So we persuaded Moyca to resign her job. We had to 

pay her, you know, and we did. We paid her more than she earned on the 

paper. Then we set up a series of coffee hours. We called them coffee hours, 

and we still claim to be the originator of the coffee hour. Every person who 

was there agreed to have a party, a meeting at his or her house--and there 

were some men, I had some very loyal male supporters--that they would set 

up a meeting at their house and invite the entire neighborhood: not just their 

friends but everybody in the neighborhood. And that if possible, before the 

meeting disbanded, they would pass the hat. And furthermore, they would try 

to get some volunteers to do likewise. Now, that was our campaign. And it 

worked. We had so many coffee hours. But the coffee hours were what taught 

me how little progress has been made by women's suffrage, how little was 

known about the way the political system works, and why you must care. I 

found at coffee hour after coffee hour that the way I held the interest of the 

women who came was to tell them the story of women's suffrage: how when 

the women were elected to go to London as the elected representatives of the 

antislavery movement to speak against this scourge, they weren't even 

allowed to be seated. And why? Because they were women. They were 

permitted to stand in the wings and listen, but they were not permitted to 

participate. And these were women who had made a name for themselves in 

the New England states as the most powerful spokesmen against the evil of 

slavery. That riveted their attention, because it wasn't only the slaves who 



needed to be liberated. It wasn't only the slaves who needed liberation, it was 

women themselves, in every household. 

VALENTINE 

Did you employ a lot of women in your campaign staff? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. I had a very, very good friend named Margo Dick, who also had been a 

newspaperwoman. I didn't pay Margo one dime. But she really, in effect, ran 

that campaign. She did all the publicity. Margo was a jewel. She wrote 

wonderful articles for the press and got them in. I feel that she was really the 

answer to a great deal of our success. And then women flocked in to help. 

They really did. They came through when it came to putting on a tea or having 

a coffee hour. We're used to that. 

VALENTINE 

Right. Do you consider that campaign a success even though you lost the 

election? 

SCHULTZ 

I do consider that campaign a success for two reasons. At the time I ran for the 

state office-- And it was only the [state assembly], it wasn't for the [California] 

State Senate. I did later run for the senate. But when I ran for election, for the 

[previous] sixteen years--that's something to mark, for sixteen whole years--

no Democrat had even gotten the nomination of his party. So there never was 

any contest in November. There never was a Republican running against a 

Democrat. 

VALENTINE 

Cross-filing. 

SCHULTZ 

That was because of cross-filing, which was a real scourge, and for which we 

can thank the Southern Pacific [Railroad Company], really. 

VALENTINE 

I don't know that story. 



SCHULTZ 

Well, they wanted to control the legislature. They were powerful, and they 

found that it was easier to control one person than two. And the way to do 

that was to have only one person nominated from the party or elected. And so 

for many, many years this cross-filing law-- And it was a law. It was a stupid 

law: it let me file as a Republican, and I wasn't any more a Republican than a 

goose. And yet there I was, on the election board as a Republican. And I wasn't 

a Republican. All they had to judge by was what they heard about me as a 

person. I certainly pointed it out to them in the course of the campaign. 

"You're being fooled when you look at your ballot, because it isn't true that 

you have two candidates who both belong to the same party." 

VALENTINE 

So you got the Democratic nomination? 

SCHULTZ 

I got the Democratic nomination for the first time in sixteen years. And then 

my problem was really expanded. I knew practically nobody in Sonoma 

County. And yet the two [counties] shared an assemblyman, and each one had 

their own senator. So what to do? Well, the first thing I did was to turn to a 

labor man who had always been very active in politics. He lived in Marin 

[County] but he was acquainted in Sonoma County, too. So he and his wife 

drove me up to Sonoma County, and he took me to the [Democratic Party 

State] Central Committee and introduced me very effectively. He said, "She's 

been on the city council in Mill Valley. She's done this. She's run her own 

school. She's done this. Her educational qualifications are thus and so." He 

gave me a good send-off. And so after that it was up to me to make my own 

pitch to the members of the central committee, of whom I knew not one. 

1.6. TAPE NUMBER: III, SIDE TWO (JUNE 29, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

The second reason for your success? 

SCHULTZ 



The first was the recognition that a woman could be elected, and I did get the 

pattern reversed as to who the democratic central committee nominated to 

seek competitive office. They made a great, wonderful change. The next year 

they nominated a judge. He didn't win, but he got a lot more votes than any 

Democrats had gotten before my revolution. And the next year they 

nominated, because we still had to keep up the heat on McCollister, and Sam 

Gardiner was well able to do that. That was the man who-- He was not then a 

judge; he was later made a judge. He was an attorney, a very well known local 

attorney who happened to be a Democrat, and they were scarce as hens' 

teeth because of the fact that this was a solidly Republican county. 

1.7. SECOND PART  

JUNE 30, 1994 

VALENTINE 

I want to start today's discussion with a description of Marin County in the 

early 1950s. The opening of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937 made a change in 

the population, and the postwar emphasis on developing suburbs and the 

government subsidizing home buying changed the suburban pattern across 

the United States. So I wonder if you could describe what Marin County was 

like in the early 1950s. 

SCHULTZ 

Marin County was separated by beautiful spaces. Nothing was too close 

together. But that didn't last long, because so many of these spaces had been 

dairy land and there began an epidemic of building. And this was the 

introduction into Marin County, for the first time, of tract houses. 

VALENTINE 

When would that have been? 

SCHULTZ 

That would have been in 1950--let's see-- The building and the huge jump in 

the population was 1952, the year I went on the board of supervisors. That 

was the year so many people flowed in, including the contractors. 

VALENTINE 



What was the population increase? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, in 1950 the population was fifty-one thousand. 

VALENTINE 

And what was it by 1955, say? Approximately. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, let's see, it would have been-- I would guess--and this is a guess--ten 

thousand or twenty thousand more moving into the little new tract houses. 

VALENTINE 

That is a big jump. What did these people do for a living? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, the newcomers were commuters. So there began to be the congestion 

on the freeway every morning and evening. Business picked up a lot so that 

there was a lot of congestion internally all day in the county. The opening of 

the bridge metamorphosed the character of our county. 

VALENTINE 

What was the economic basis? Or was it mostly a bedroom community for San 

Francisco? 

SCHULTZ 

It was a bedroom community. But one of the other consequences was that it 

became a professional community. 

VALENTINE 

What was the racial makeup of the county? 

SCHULTZ 

The racial makeup then--this is back in 1950-- was Portuguese, who mostly 

worked on the ranches; some Italian gardeners; and for the rest, it was just 

rank-and-file American citizens. But ethnically it would have been hard to 

designate any area of the county as Portuguese except one area: the 



waterfront down in Sausalito was almost exclusively Portuguese. They lived in 

their little houses along the waterfront. There came to be, and there still is, a 

distinct division between the waterfront and the "hill people." 

VALENTINE 

Socioeconomic, political difference? 

SCHULTZ 

The hill people were the professionals--established people with large homes 

and beautiful homes. The Portuguese were, for the most part-- They did two 

things. They fished and they helped to supply San Francisco with fish every 

day. But they were small boat owners, not well versed in the language, very 

jovial, kindly, nice people. But they kept largely to themselves. Now, out in 

west Marin, that's where the milkers were, and that's where a great many 

Italians lived on the ranches. They were segregated, so to speak. They seldom 

came into town. They did most of their socializing out in west Marin in various 

clubhouses that they had out there. So I could say, in a way, that there were 

three kinds of residents. There were the commuters; there were the 

fishermen, the waterfront people; and there were the dairy people. 

VALENTINE 

And there was a small black population in Marin City about that time, wasn't 

there? 

SCHULTZ 

There was the community known as Marin City, which came as a result of the 

war. It came into being along about 1940. All of a sudden there was a terrible 

shortage of housing in Marin [County]. And the Marin County Housing 

Authority was created for the purpose of building housing. They did it 

expeditiously, just as they did the boat yard. We didn't have a boat-building 

industry in Marin at that time, and the federal government needed those little 

Eagle boats. They were small and fast. So Bechtel Corporation established the 

waterfront industry that produced those boats. 

VALENTINE 

Marinship [Corporation]? 



SCHULTZ 

Marinship. 

VALENTINE 

Were there any kind of fair housing laws in the county? 

SCHULTZ 

There were none. And there was a lot of unfair housing in the county. In fact, 

it got ever so much worse, even after the war ended, even after the 

redevelopment--or rather, the development--of Marin City. Marin City was 

one of my first struggles, not only against other members of the board [of 

supervisors], but against the community, too. My perspective on Marin City-- I 

knew all that area in its natural state, and it was beautiful. There was a ranch 

there called the Golden Gate Ranch, and it was just beautiful. The Golden Gate 

Ranch was bought, and a great many other small, individual building sites 

were bought out by the housing authority to produce housing. Very fast. And 

they were successful in producing housing in which there was no racial 

discrimination: Chinese lived next to Negroes, Negroes lived next to white 

people, and they all got along very harmoniously as long as the war effort 

continued. They had their jobs to go to. We even built a school in Sausalito to 

accommodate the children from Marin City. There's a little Marin City school 

now that is predominantly black, but it isn't a very big school. The children 

have always been welcomed in all the school districts of the county. But there 

has not always been a harmonious acceptance. 

VALENTINE 

What happened after the war was over and the common enemy went away? 

SCHULTZ 

Pardon? 

VALENTINE 

What happened when the war was over to this harmonious little community? 

SCHULTZ 



There was a builder that came to offer to buy the whole thing, and he was a 

very good friend of George [S.] Jones's. George Jones thought they could make 

a real buck out of buying from the federal government all this developed land, 

tear down the wartime housing, and build expensive homes there. The site 

certainly warranted that. 

VALENTINE 

George Jones was the [Marin] County clerk? 

SCHULTZ 

He was the county clerk. 

VALENTINE 

He wanted the county to buy this land? 

SCHULTZ 

No, he didn't want the county to buy it. I wanted the county to have it. And I 

wanted the county to give consideration to the fact that Marin City, which had 

been part of our population during the war and had constantly grown, 

provided almost all our building services, household help, child care services, 

and beauty parlor services. They mostly had to live in Marin City because 

there was no place else for them. And there really was no place else for them, 

because--I blush to say--the real estate organizations in Marin were bigoted. 

And even though they tried to sell a few isolated houses elsewhere in Marin to 

Negro families, there nearly always was a fight about it--inharmony. There was 

one very brave woman. She's now deceased. She was in the real estate 

business, and she boldly did sell to a very decent Negro family. There were lots 

of decent Negro families, and it would have been the right time to integrate a 

county but for ingrained prejudice. It came as a shock to me, I'll say, to learn 

how much bigotry and prejudice there was. And I will relate that for a 

moment, even though we're talking about what was Marin like in those days. 

You will remember that [1952] was the year I ran for election to the board of 

supervisors. There was a very fine Negro dentist in Marin--just one--who had a 

nice family. He came to Marin with his family on a picnic one day, one Sunday. 

He had a number of white friends, including ourselves. We enjoyed the family 

very much. They had a tragedy in the family; one child was handicapped. But 



they were a superlative family--the George Collins family--and they still live 

here. One of their college graduate sons has just written a very important 

book in which he has sought out the outstanding Negroes not only of Marin, 

but of the state, and given their backgrounds and tells what they have 

accomplished. And it's very impressive. 

VALENTINE 

What's the name of the book? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't remember, and I don't have a copy, although they are my neighbors 

right up the hill. I've had it read to me by one of my readers. It's beautifully 

done. Quality paper and so on. But as I started to tell you, I was a candidate, 

and when this Collins family came over for a picnic that day, they were 

accompanied by a white couple who were friends of theirs. There was an 

acreage that Ray and I almost bought ourselves: it's higher up on Summit 

[Avenue]. It's above us here on Summit. It was for sale, and we had looked at 

it and decided against it because it was even more remote than we are right 

now. 

VALENTINE 

That's hard to imagine. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. So at any rate, the Collins family were taken with the magnificent view 

and the terrain and so on. So they made an offer to buy the land, to buy the 

property. And the woman who had it for sale, to whose house they went, was 

truly embarrassed, but she said, "I'm sorry, but I can't sell it to you." And the 

obvious question is, "Why not?" And the answer is the agreement of all the 

real estate agencies that they would not sell to black people. 

VALENTINE 

Restrictive covenants. 

SCHULTZ 

But we didn't have any legal protection then. So the white man said, "Would 

you sell it to me?" And the owner said, "Yes, I could sell it to you without being 



ostracized." So he bought the land and then he had a private-- He had a 

private arrangement with the Collinses. 

VALENTINE 

Good for him. 

SCHULTZ 

They built their house. They have been invaluable members of the 

community: she's very active down in the Outdoor Art Club, and her children 

have distinguished themselves in our schools, though it was tough for them. 

But that's one story about what it was like in the war times. 

VALENTINE 

That's very telling. What were the other issues of concern to people during 

that time? 

SCHULTZ 

Planning and zoning became important, because every little garage was being 

converted into a house and rented at fabulous prices. So they became very 

much exercised about planning and zoning and, therefore, who is appointed 

on the [Marin County] Planning Commission. And so that became a matter of 

continuous concern and public discussion--and sometimes rancorous 

discussion--as to who went on the board. One of the bones of contention was 

that Mr. Fusselman appointed Neils Schultz to the board, to the planning 

commission. And Neils and his father [Walter Schultz] were one of the 

foremost construction companies [Schultz Construction Company] in the 

county. And here he sits on the planning commission, which to many people 

was not quite kosher. But he remained on that planning commission as long as 

Mr. Fusselman remained on that board. 

VALENTINE 

Well, that's very telling. What was the ratio of Democrats and Republicans in 

the county? 

SCHULTZ 

There were so few Democrats that we were practically nonexistent, which I 

found out when I began to canvass the precincts, to do precinct work on my 



own behalf. There were miserably few Democrats. You see, it had been kind of 

a wealthy enclave over here, and mostly those who have money are 

conservatives and they're Republicans. 

VALENTINE 

Were these conservative or liberal Republicans? 

SCHULTZ 

There were some liberal Republicans and one of them was Caroline Livermore. 

She was a Republican, and yet she was one of the most liberal-minded citizens 

in the whole county--also one of the most generous. 

VALENTINE 

There were a few good ones. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, there were. And there still are. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

But, honey, we have reversed things now. Now there are more registered 

Democrats in Marin than there are Republicans. And that's what has Governor 

[Pete] Wilson so worried. 

VALENTINE 

By many? By much of a difference? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. Preponderant. 

VALENTINE 

And about when did that happen? 

SCHULTZ 



Well, it has happened gradually over the years. But I think the big change 

came during the war. 

VALENTINE 

Vietnam War. Well, I want to go to 1952, when you were a Democratic 

candidate, an [Estes] Kefauver delegate to the Democratic National 

Convention. And just briefly describe for me your observations of a 

Democratic convention. 

SCHULTZ 

It was the first year-- The Kefauver year of the convention, it was the first year 

that the giant eye was used to turn its glare on the foolishness and the noise 

and the stupidity, if I may say so, of our convention pattern. Because I 

happened to win the election, I became a nominee to attend the Democratic 

convention. I had never been to one before. 

VALENTINE 

Because you were a supervisor--that was why you went? 

SCHULTZ 

Because I won the election in the primary, yes. 

VALENTINE 

Because I thought it was from the state assembly race. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, now let us see. 

VALENTINE 

That put you on the [Democratic Party State] Central Committee. I could be 

wrong. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, so could I. So could I. And I'm inclined to think that you are right-- And I 

know you are right. Because the very fact that I had become a candidate 

established new stature for me. 



VALENTINE 

I thought so, because that was the partisan election. 

SCHULTZ 

That was my first partisan election. And I was able to appoint two other 

people to go to the convention, too. They limit them. There are so many 

people wanting to go to the conventions for their own reasons, but the 

seating is always limited. And this one was in Chicago. There was one other 

factor that affected the delegation from Marin. 

VALENTINE 

What was that? 

SCHULTZ 

It was that Brown, who was our governor-- 

VALENTINE 

Governor "Pat" [Edmund G.] Brown [Sr.]. 

SCHULTZ 

Governor Pat Brown was going as a favorite son candidate, which endows 

many privileges and perks. And lo and behold, the voters selected the 

nobodies--namely, myself and the Kefauver delegation. Kefauver won in Marin 

and we got to go to the convention. And Pat Brown didn't have official 

designation at all. At that time, the Ladies' Home Journal had a series about 

women in politics, which they ran monthly. And they sent a reporter out here 

to interview-- This was before the outcome of the election was known. They 

were to interview a Republican and a Democrat, about whom they would 

write a feature article after the election. And they came and interviewed me 

as the obvious person, because I was the choice of the voters; at least in the 

primary I was the choice of the voters. I kind of got cheated a little out of 

getting the full flavor of the convention because of the fact that I was so 

closely monitored. I had to meet with them immediately after every session 

and go with them to wherever they wanted to dine and be peppered with 

questions as to my reaction to what had happened. Now, I have a copy of that. 

It's called "Delegate in a Draft." Have you seen it? 



VALENTINE 

Yes, I've read it. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, what do you need to ask me any questions for, then? [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Because I want to ask you things that weren't in that article. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

I see. Well, at any rate, I didn't get to play at all at the convention. As you 

know from that article, Ray and Joyce [Elaine Schultz Hester] went with me 

and I think they had fun. But for me it was constant responsibility. Now, it had 

some dividends which I hasten to mention. The young woman who was 

assigned to write the article--her name was [Lois] Young--turned out to be the 

most delightful person. Like you, Maggie. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, thank you. 

SCHULTZ 

A person you could just meld with and be so much at ease with and speak 

your mind to. I even had my own photographer that lingered near as much as 

the seating would permit to take different pictures at different moments 

during the convention. Now, I am a rather sober, proper individual, not flighty 

at all, and not one given to making demonstrations. I had watched 

conventions and had been so disgusted with them, and I had said, "You'll 

never see me in one of those parades where all the noise and the celebration 

for a name--" 

VALENTINE 

The plan is spontaneous. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. It's called spontaneous, and it never is spontaneous. And yet, 

when it came to the nomination of Estes Kefauver-- And things were not going 



well for him: he went to that convention with thirty-six primary victories, and 

he had a right to expect more than he got. Actually, Adlai [E.] Stevenson did 

really, really, really not seek that nomination. 

VALENTINE 

But he was drafted. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he was drafted. He was literally drafted. The president of the United 

States was the final word in that draft: Harry [S] Truman. And the next 

convention four years later, he wouldn't consider him at all. And you know 

why? 

VALENTINE 

Why? 

SCHULTZ 

Because he was, himself, a man of decision. It wasn't hard for him to decide. It 

was very hard for Adlai Stevenson to make a choice, because he saw both 

sides of the issue. He always saw both sides, and it was hard for him to come 

down on either one very promptly. He was a marvelous man. He's one of the 

nicest men I ever met. And he was truly helpful to me later when my sister 

Patty [Elizabeth Patricia Smith] and I went to the United Nations to-- He got us 

passes to get in and was very helpful to us. Just truly a gentleman. 

VALENTINE 

Any regrets that Kefauver didn't take the nomination? 

SCHULTZ 

Relief. 

VALENTINE 

Really? 

SCHULTZ 

Relief. He didn't turn out to be the kind of man I thought he was. And I told 

you why I had lined up for Kefauver: it was because he had put [Arthur] 



Samish behind bars. And he had done a real national service in in his crime 

investigation. But there were personal things about Estes Kefauver and his 

behavior in Congress that I learned later. He helped me greatly on Marin City. I 

went to Washington [D.C.] as an individual to fight off George Jones and the 

real estate lobby that wanted Marin City. And it was all but ready to hand over 

to them. I was in my very first days on the board of supervisors. And as one 

little example of how they belittled me-- They created a committee on the 

future of Marin City, because that was an A-1 topic in our county. Did they 

make me chairman? No. They made Mr. Fusselman chairman. And this is once 

where the people in the audience--people who had fought for my election, 

Negro people--stood up and said, "Pardon us, but don't you think that the 

supervisor from the district should head the committee?" And so of course the 

board reversed itself, and I became the head of the committee, and I had 

months of headaches. I made a committee of thirty-five people selected from 

southern Marin, because it was a southern Marin hot potato. But there were 

some very, very motivated people from Sausalito. And curiously enough, they 

were the wealthy and the Republican and the highly selective. They just 

wanted to wipe Marin City off the map, and they wanted all those three 

thousand people to go. 

VALENTINE 

Disappear. 

SCHULTZ 

They had jobs here, they served the community, and they were an important 

part of our economy. This is where principle comes into play, you see. You 

don't just say, "Oh, well, so many imported Negroes." They weren't all 

Negroes; they were people of various races. But they had lived together in 

harmony for four years and wanted to stay. And they lived in conditions that 

were anything but pleasant: there was no paving in Marin City, and where it 

had been dairy land it became a sea of mud in the winter. Just plain sticky 

mud. And they plodded through that and got their cars stuck in it. That's when 

I really had an introduction to the warmth of Negroes. I made friends with a 

great many of them. I went to their homes--I even sponsored the wedding 

celebration for the daughter of one of my dearest friends, mingled with them, 

and found out they're just people like ourselves. 



VALENTINE 

Was there any backlash from that politically? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, sure. There certainly was. But it wasn't big enough to count. 

1.8. TAPE NUMBER: IV, SIDE ONE (JUNE 30, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

Well, whatever happened with Marin City? What was the outcome of that? 

SCHULTZ 

The outcome of it was that I made this unauthorized trip to Washington, D.C., 

and I went to both [Estes] Kefauver and several other of the senators and told 

them what was happening to this wartime community in Marin. And that it 

was, willy-nilly, being relinquished to private parties instead of to the county 

which had requested it. We requested it, which was the result of that 

committee decision that we wanted to redevelop Marin City for the residents-

-for the residents--of Marin City and keep it as a part of our county. And so 

Kefauver was a prince. And this is where I had my first real lesson in what 

happens on the hill when one of the senators communicates with a 

department head. [laughter] I had gone back to meet with the [United States] 

Housing and Home Finance [Agency], and the reason I happened to go was 

that I had become very uneasy at the slowness with which they were 

responding to our official correspondence. So I made a telephone call to the 

head of the department, and I asked why we hadn't heard from them as a 

county on our request for relinquishment. And he was very evasive. I could 

see that he was uncomfortable about answering my question, and I said, 

"Well, I'm going to ask you this question. Is there any danger that this 

relinquishment is not coming to the county? If there is, would you advise me 

to come to Washington?" And he said, "You should come." So I telephoned--

not to Mr. [William] Fusselman because he would say no. I telephoned to 

Supervisor [James] Kehoe and to Supervisor [William] Wright and to a third 

member of the [Marin County] Board [of Supervisors]--it wasn't [James] 

Marshall at that time, but he was a man who never thought beyond his nose 

[Supervisor George Whiteley]. But they all said, "Well, sure. Go." Of course I 



had to finance myself, because there was no time to process it. And after that 

there was a fight on the board about that too. So when I went to the meeting 

that was called to consider the question, I was seated at this grand, big 

conference table right next to the attorney for the Housing and Home Finance 

Agency. He opened several of his files to expose certain correspondence, and 

while I don't ordinarily read other people's correspondence, there was a name 

staring at me that was so familiar to me I couldn't help it. It was [Marin County 

clerk] George S. Jones. It was on official county stationery. It was a request to 

the department to ignore the official request of the county for relinquishment, 

because actually he, as county clerk, had arranged a private sale that was 

infinitely more remunerative. 

VALENTINE 

On county stationery? 

SCHULTZ 

On county stationery. That shows you the arrogance. 

VALENTINE 

Why wasn't he thrown out of office? 

SCHULTZ 

He wasn't even reprimanded. [laughter] At any rate, I was well prepared. I had 

gone to the Marin County Planning Commission and had gotten all kinds of 

specific data about the ranches that had been taken over, and that most of 

the people who had sold those ranches no longer resided in the county. The 

law under which the land had been requisitioned said that at the end of the 

war [World War II], it would be relinquished to its original owner if they 

wished it. Otherwise, it was to be offered to the county. 

VALENTINE 

Had the federal government purchased this land originally? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, yes they had. And so perhaps from Mr. Jones's point of view, the federal 

government would have come off more handsomely under his private deal. 



VALENTINE 

There was something in it for him. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, you innocent. [laughter] You innocent. How did he become a wealthy 

man? Well, at any rate, I had taken with me the head of our housing 

department [Bert Klahn, Marin City manager for the county of Marin] that 

operated Marin City. He was a very nice guy, far too much given to drink to 

assure his success as a man. But he was a successful manager of Marin City, 

and a very nice person to deal with. So he was with me, and I had also taken 

along-- I didn't go unprepared. I had taken along a member of the Marin 

County Housing Authority, which is a body that is appointed by the board of 

supervisors. It's appointed from different districts, and in this case, it was a 

man who lived in Marin City, which was one of the areas of opposition. But he 

was also a merchant--he had a furniture store in Sausalito--and I had locked 

horns with him by wanting to oust him from the housing authority when I 

came on the board. The law was the newcomers could appoint people of their 

own preference to these different commissions, like the planning commission 

and the housing authority and the mosquito abatement control and all that. 

It's very much like it's done in a change of adminis-tration in Washington. 

Well, here again was a long-standing tradition. Here is Mr. Brown--that was his 

name--who had been on that housing authority by appointment of the 

supervisor from District Three, had been on it from the very inception and had 

sold a lot of furniture to the people, and he had done very well. I just thought 

it was time for new blood. And so, here came my--well, I might say umpteenth 

rebuke for being a woman. When it came time to nominate the new member 

of the housing authority, I nominated my choice, and the other members of 

the board said no. Now, this was tradition, just like it had been for the mayor. 

They just-- If it's not convenient, if it's not what they want, they brush it aside. 

And what can you do? One puny, little skirt-- I argued, I gave my reasons, and 

the result was that Mr. Brown stayed on the housing authority. But there was 

a good side to the defeat. He respected me so much that he became very 

cooperative. 

VALENTINE 

Well, good. So did you win Marin City? 



SCHULTZ 

We won Marin City. 

VALENTINE 

So there's victory, too. 

SCHULTZ 

We won the right to redevelop Marin City. There came a big headline that you 

must have run across, "Mrs. Schultz Flies to Washington" [Independent 

Journal]. 

VALENTINE 

No. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh well, you wouldn't think that a little thing like that would be a headline, 

but it was in our little rural place. It was a very important decision for southern 

Marin [County]. And so I came home with the bacon. And then Mr. Fusselman, 

who was still fighting every inch of the way, said, "Well, you know you have to 

pay your own fare because you didn't get a vote by the board." And there 

again the boys came through: they said, "Oh, no she doesn't." 

VALENTINE 

Good. 

SCHULTZ 

So they paid my fare. 

VALENTINE 

Good. Let's back up a bit and talk about your election to the board. We kind of 

jumped ahead a minute. You ran for the board of supervisors in 1952 against 

how many candidates? 

SCHULTZ 

Seven men. 

VALENTINE 



Seven men. And there's a little bit of sexism about that campaign as I recall. 

SCHULTZ 

Quite a bit. 

VALENTINE 

You want to explain that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I can't explain sexism except that it's a plague. It's a plague. It does exist. 

There's a certain amount of ego, apparently, that is aroused among men if a 

woman just raises her head enough to say, "I would like to play ball, too." 

There was a well-laid plot already in place, I think, that must be understood as 

a part of that election story. Mr. Jones, who the people in the county--

especially the lawyers--called the "sixth supervisor," because he wielded so 

much influence and he'd been there so long and he ran the courthouse-- The 

judge even had a desk in his office. It shows you the old boy network. It's so 

tightly knit. George Jones had already selected the next supervisor, and his 

name was Balzan, Stephen Balzan from Bolinas, which is one of the smaller 

communities in our county and more remote from an encounter with most of 

our problems. Stephen Balzan was a dairy man. And I hesitate to give you the 

impression that I'm intolerant of uneducated people. I am not. But I am very 

reluctant to put them into public office. And it is because they don't have a 

broad enough vision nor wide enough experience and are faced with making 

very important decisions, which in this case would always be made by Mr. 

Jones. So anyway, in all the debates that I had with Steve Balzan, it became 

more and more evident how little he knew. He didn't even use the English 

language correctly. He wasn't the only one, but he was the one designated to 

win. 

VALENTINE 

He was the front-runner. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he was. Now, there were others who should have been more so. There 

was a man who was the former mayor of Belvedere [Bert Johnson], which is 

an enclave of wealth and education. He would have made a very acceptable 



member of the board. There was a man named [Tom] McDougall, who was an 

intolerable bigot. If ever there was a Ku Klux Klan member in Mill Valley and in 

Marin, it was he. And he and his wife used to attend every meeting of the 

board of supervisors and create chaos if they could--with argument, that is to 

say. Well, he was one of the candidates. And at the moment I've forgotten 

who some of the rest of them were. 

VALENTINE 

Wasn't Charlie [Charles] Sloan? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Your old buddy? 

SCHULTZ 

My old buddy. My old enemy on the city council. Yes, Charlie Sloan was one of 

them, still asserting his superiority. And I often gave him a few anxious 

moments defending his sponsorship of the rescission on that sanitary district, 

because by that time the public had wakened up. Charlie Sloan didn't win. 

Who else was there? 

VALENTINE 

I can't remember the other names. 

SCHULTZ 

I can't remember either, but it was a rank-and-file selection from which to 

choose. I never went into any of the saloons--of which there are numerous in 

Marin--so I didn't campaign that way. I had a campaign committee that was 

very efficient. I had a lot of volunteer campaigners who went door to door. 

We got out very good publicity, and I had the advantage--I felt it was an 

advantage and I also felt that it was what the voter deserved. I printed a 

platform of things that needed correction then. Things that needed to be 

done. 

VALENTINE 



What was your platform? 

SCHULTZ 

The very first was that we needed a manager. The second was that we needed 

a department of public works, instead of letting each supervisor designate the 

roads that led to his friend's ranch and have it paved at public expense. We 

needed an engineer. And we also should have a personnel commission, 

because there was no way, except for Mr. Jones, to settle disputes among the 

employees. And we needed to have a park and recreation commission. And 

we needed a personnel commission to recruit new employees instead of 

letting each department head choose his friends. Those were my principles. I 

put them down in writing and I gave them out wherever I encountered people 

and said, "This is what I stand for. And this is why I'm running." 

VALENTINE 

Was the fact that you were a Democratic delegate to the convention--? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, lord, yes. 

VALENTINE 

Was that a problem in a nonpartisan election? 

SCHULTZ 

It surely was. It was a tremendous handicap, number one. But the big thing--

and it was just accidental--was that the Ladies' Home Journal released my 

identity, "Delegate in a Draft," one month before the election here in Marin, 

the stronghold of the Republicans. And I afterward in going over the precinct 

returns in San Rafael was absolutely stunned at how few Democratic votes I 

even got. 

VALENTINE 

With all this going against you, the deck stacked against you, you still came in 

first in the primary? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. 



VALENTINE 

Why? 

SCHULTZ 

I believe it was due to two things: Due to my public record on the [Mill Valley] 

City Council, and due to the fact that I did a good deal of public speaking 

around the county on local affairs and I became known. And then there was 

that third wonderful support of women's organizations. Now, I had one 

deficiency. I had more than one deficiency, but one in particular that I always 

expected to be penalized for, and it was that I was not a church member. I 

belonged to no church, and yet I went to every church and spoke even to the 

Negro churches in Mill Valley, in Marin City; I went and talked to them. And 

they came through a hundred percent. They organized their own little 

committees to get out publicity and say how much I had done to save Marin 

City, and "Remember she went to Washington--" 

VALENTINE 

This is before you'd gone to Washington, wasn't it? 

SCHULTZ 

Pardon? 

VALENTINE 

Wasn't this before you went to Washington? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes, this is before I went. This is before the fight on Marin City. So that 

didn't count. 

VALENTINE 

But still this victory wasn't enough for George Jones. 

SCHULTZ 

No, because he always plotted how he was going to win that. Now, the law 

stipulates that the county clerk's office must remain open all night to receive 

the ballots as soon as each precinct board has completed its count. That's a 



law. On this particular election eve, there were three precincts in Marin City 

that didn't take their ballots to the courthouse. They took them to the 

firehouse. And there they lay in no one knows whose custody until the next 

day. And when the recount took place, Sam Gardiner, who had been a staunch 

supporter of mine and was a very bright lawyer, said, "There's something that 

smells." And of course, they'd been victims of being the Democratic minority 

all those years, and they knew what to expect at the hands of the clerk. So at 

any rate, Sam made in his office an affidavit, which said merely, "I voted for 

neither candidate for president; nor did I vote for supervisor." It was a truism 

at that time at every election, and it still holds true, that there are people who 

go to the polls to vote for outstanding candidates and skip all the issues. And 

they did it then too. Well, they particularly did it on minor offices like 

supervisors, except the people that were interested. In this case, when we 

opened the big envelopes and pulled out the ballots and began to look at the 

results, we found that there were ever so many votes for [Vera] Schultz that 

lined up exactly with the vote for [Dwight D.] Eisenhower. And in those days, 

we used those little rubber X's and a pad of ink. And so Balzan's attorneys--

and he had three--maintained that that was not an intended vote for Schultz, 

it was a reflex from folding over the ballot. 

VALENTINE 

So Balzan demanded the recount? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

And who supervised the recount? 

SCHULTZ 

The clerk and also Judge [Jordan L.] Martinelli. Now, here we come to another 

strand in this tangled story. Judge Martinelli lived in the Bolinas area. So did 

his son. His son became campaign manager for Balzan. And yet that judge did 

not disqualify himself. He was a wonderful man, but apparently he was a little 

lax in looking at ethics. But at any rate, he didn't disqualify himself, and he 

would open the-- We would collect ourselves in his courtroom every morning 



and open the big ballot envelopes and then gather around to see what it 

revealed. They would call out the tally, and the judge, in his robes up on the 

bench, would mark down the tally. And if there was a dispute, and at first we 

didn't dispute-- We were real neophytes. [laughter] We didn't challenge any of 

Balzan's votes. We were just babes in the woods. But they challenged every 

one of those that were clearly X's behind my name. And so where there was a 

dispute, they would take the two sides of attorneys-- I had only one attorney 

[Delger Trowbridge] and he was a Republican, but a nice man. They would go 

up to the judge's bench and show him the subject of controversy. And he 

would put a light behind it and render his judgment on whether that was truly 

an intentional X or a reflex X. And more often than not he said, "Yes, I think 

you're right. I think it was just a reflex." But then they began to find other 

reasons to disqualify my ballots. They found such things as a pattern on 

pinholes in the margin. That was a marked ballot. Or they found a pattern of 

making the X marks. They would rotate them around in some fashion. That 

was a marked ballot. I had never encountered a marked ballot in my life 

before. And so one by one they whittled away my 150-vote-- I think it was a 

150-vote margin that had given me the election, after such a huge margin of 

surplus in June. But you see, a great deal had been accomplished between 

June and November. And the main place where the damage was done was in 

the saloons. You see, I never went into a saloon and neither did Ray [Schultz]. 

We just don't drink. And Ray never went into a saloon. So all the guys that do, 

and there are lots of them--that was a prime place to spread the gospel, 

"Don't vote for her. Don't vote for her. Don't vote for her." So we exhausted 

my margin. Then is when Sam came up with this idea of going door to door in 

the precincts in Marin City in the mud, because it was in November and it was 

stormy. And thirty of my friends-- Thank God for friends. They got out night 

after night--and they had to do it at night to find people at home--went door 

to door in those precincts with this affidavit, which didn't say, "How did you 

vote?" It didn't ask that. It just said, "Did you vote for president, and did you 

vote for supervisor?" And always they said they didn't bother to vote for 

supervisor. So we came back to the judge with our bundles of--and we had 

them sign them--signed affidavits that they hadn't voted for supervisor. And 

yet, there were more votes showing up than should have. By that time, Judge 

Martinelli was beginning to shape up, and he was beginning to say no to the 

unreasonable requests of the Balzan people. So we surprised them by 



demanding a recount of the absentees. Now, those had all been recounted in 

the office of the county clerk by his picked staff. And it happened that there 

was a contest--a rather heavy contest-- going on between Jack [John] 

McCarthy, against whom I later ran, and [Fred] Bagshaw, who was the retiring 

chairman of the board of supervisors, who created the vacancy for which I was 

running. And there was this big contest between them, and the votes on the 

absentees changed by the hour. So Jack McCarthy was in there and Bagshaw 

was in there and Schultz was in there and my little coterie of supporters. And 

he let them come right in behind the barrier and he wouldn't let us: he kept us 

way back, and so all we could do was hear them call out a vote for Schultz, a 

vote for Balzan, a vote for Schultz, a vote for Balzan. And when they had 

finished, I had lost the election. And yet we demanded then to see the ballots. 

By then I had some attorneys surrounding me. There was not only Sam 

Gardiner, God bless him, but Len [Leonard] Thomas and half a dozen other of 

the Democratic attorneys in town that could see the election being stolen. 

And so we all gathered around the table with Jones at the end, and we 

confirmed the fact that his picked staff had deliberately called out the name 

Balzan twenty-one times when it was mine. 

VALENTINE 

No kidding? 

SCHULTZ 

And so we triumphed. I'll never forget in my whole life how red the face of 

George Jones got. 

VALENTINE 

And still he didn't get thrown out of office? 

SCHULTZ 

No. Well, honey, he'd been there for so long, and he did run the county. 

VALENTINE 

So you beat the courthouse gang? 

SCHULTZ 



Well, little by little. Only little by little. But I did beat them on every one of 

those eight principles. 

VALENTINE 

Uh-huh. You got all of them. 

SCHULTZ 

By the end of my eight years I got them all, including a reappraisal, and that 

was a very vital thing in our county--a reappraisal of all the property. 

VALENTINE 

Well, we'll come to the irony of that success later. When you went into office, 

you're one woman and there are four men. I want you to tell me about 

William Fusselman, because he will play an important part in our discussion 

about the [Marin County] Civic Center develop-ment. Who was he? What was 

his background, his political philosophy? 

SCHULTZ 

William Fusselman was a candy maker. He had a little candy store in San 

Anselmo [California] right next to the theater. And he was Republican. He had 

come here from the north. He was not well educated, but he was an ambitious 

man and he was a bright man. He stood in life-long envy of his wife [Ada 

Fusselman] because she was a college graduate. He hadn't gotten that far and 

felt his inferiority. He had let himself grow extremely obese. The first time I 

ever saw Mr. Fusselman was when he was a speaker on a platform. He looked 

like Hitler. He had the boots--you know, the hip boots--and the pants that fit 

into them, tight-fitting jacket. He looked like a German, and I guess he was a 

German; his name was Fusselman. But he looked like the wrong kind of 

German. And he had a way of being very gracious. He could be so nice that 

butter wouldn't melt in his mouth. But he could be so venomous that it was 

like being struck by a snake. He had these two opposing characteristics, and it 

depended entirely on the topic of the moment which came into play. Now, he 

did have a weakness for women. He always played up to the women. We had 

a little woman who was the head of our welfare department. He spread charm 

before her every time she appeared before the board. And anything she asked 

for, he would grant. We had a big, husky woman who was head of the tariff 



collection, where you go in to pay fines for parking wrong. She was scared to 

death of him. He froze her. She was a big woman; it was little women that he 

liked. And it was little women that he liked to browbeat too. 

VALENTINE 

I was going to say, he didn't waste much charm on you. 

SCHULTZ 

He certainly didn't, although when I first took my seat, he patted my arm and 

he assured me he would be of every service to me in getting me used to the 

routine of the board and so on. I was already used to the routine of the board. 

Hadn't I been going there every Tuesday for ten years? 

VALENTINE 

Did he pat the arms of the men that came on board also? 

SCHULTZ 

No, he just patted the ladies' arms. 

VALENTINE 

What were his politics? 

SCHULTZ 

Republican. 

VALENTINE 

Anything beyond that? I mean, what principles did he believe in--just party 

line? 

SCHULTZ 

He was a strict party line person. He didn't deviate from the nominee of the 

party. 

VALENTINE 

But this is a nonpartisan position. 

SCHULTZ 



This was a nonpartisan position, but there were lots of elections that weren't 

nonpartisan. And those, he was partisan. He would endorse, and his name was 

coveted. 

1.9. TAPE NUMBER: IV, SIDE TWO (JUNE 30, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

Before we begin discussion of the civic center, I want to ask you a 

philosophical question. Can you give me your definition of democracy? 

SCHULTZ 

To me, democracy is the guarantee of complete and absolute equity between 

individuals. That's democracy in the political sense. Democracy in the 

administration of a community means the same thing. Complete fairness to all 

the population regardless of race, color, or creed. 

VALENTINE 

That's a good definition. I want to come back to that, because one of the ways 

in which the Marin County Civic Center has been described frequently by 

[Frank Lloyd] Wright himself was as a democratic architecture, and I want to 

see how that philosophy tests against the architecture--if there is such a thing. 

So we're going to come back to that. One of your issues was building the civic 

center. That's probably the one you're most closely associated with. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Even though it may not be your best victory. And there's a long story here: 

controversy at every turning point starting with the selection of the site. And 

Fusselman was against you at almost every step of the way. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Even the site. 

VALENTINE 



Even the site. Was that motivated by personality or by principle? How could 

the two of you disagree on just about everything? 

SCHULTZ 

I would have to assume that the correct answer to that question lies in his 

animosity toward women. It's a sexual question. He could not stand challenge, 

and he couldn't stand having someone prove him wrong. 

VALENTINE 

Because that became an important obstacle in getting the civic center built--

the fact he was always against the other four members of the board. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Almost every vote was four to one. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And he would continue to stir up controversy as if there wasn't enough to 

begin with. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. Like bringing in [Carroll E.] Metzner. 

VALENTINE 

We'll come to that. 

SCHULTZ 

Okay. 

VALENTINE 

So he wanted a civic center. Did he want a civic center to begin with? 

SCHULTZ 



He had his own idea of buying the military academy, which is very limited in 

space, and moving our county offices there. How he could be so impractical is 

incomprehensible to me. But that was his choice. He wanted us as a county to 

buy-- Now, maybe there was something in it for him. But that was his 

preference. 

VALENTINE 

But he agreed with everybody that we needed a civic center. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. We agreed we had outgrown-- How could he not when we were renting 

space in thirteen different areas of the city to house county government? It 

just shouted at you: "You guys need to get a center." 

VALENTINE 

Were all of those rented spaces in San Rafael? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. All of them were in San Rafael. 

VALENTINE 

Because the site that was chosen was technically outside the city boundaries, 

isn't that right? 

SCHULTZ 

That is true. And that was one of his big arguments. 

VALENTINE 

Isn't the civic center supposed to be in the county seat? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes it is, according to state law. 

VALENTINE 

So how was that resolved? 

SCHULTZ 



Well, that went back to a bit of Marin County history. In the early days of 

Marin County, the geographical center of Marin was a little spot in the road 

called Olema. And when there was a vote in the county--Remember it was still 

a puny county. The vote turned out to be just one lacking, or it would have 

been Olema, that little remote area way back in the hinterland, that would 

have been our county seat. It was the geographical center of the county. How 

the cow owners managed to escape the punishment that should have been 

theirs belongs in the lap of the gods. But now, here was a very important 

factor having to do with metes and bounds. They knew how to designate the 

center of the county, which was Olema. It's a darling little place; you ought to 

go there. They have a few buffalo there. The city of San Rafael was not 

designated by metes and bounds either: it didn't have precise boundaries that 

said this is San Rafael and that is outside San Rafael. And so the first challenge 

that Mr. Fusselman made to the selection of the Scettrini property on the 

edge of town [Scettrini Ranch] was to challenge the law provision that it be in 

San Rafael. We had a district attorney [Dick Adams]. God bless him, he was a 

Democrat, a wonderful guy. He had to make the decisions. He came up with 

the fact that at the time San Rafael was named as a city, it was not a county 

seat; nor could you say that the county seat was "in" San Rafael, because the 

law said "at" San Rafael. Just a small technicality like that. 

VALENTINE 

I wonder if that's true anywhere else? 

SCHULTZ 

I think it must be true generally unless they've modernized the law. You 

remember in 19-- Well, you don't remember; you weren't even born then. Nor 

was I either. But in 1850, when California became a state and the first 

legislature carved it up into counties, I will always marvel that they sliced off 

this little puny piece known as Marin and made it one of the original twenty-

seven counties. Then it became fifty-seven, didn't it? And it's never changed. 

Its boundaries have never changed. It's still one of the third smallest counties 

in the whole United States. There's one smaller in the state, and that's Alpine 

County up near Lake Tahoe, another gorgeous county. 

VALENTINE 



County governments have always been important historically in the United 

States. They go way back to the colonial period before there were states or 

other geographic divisions, political divisions. The county was always the 

foundation of governmental administration. I think that may have some 

connection with why Wright enjoyed this assignment so much, because he 

was kind of a Jeffersonian, agrarian democrat. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

So I'm wondering if the county issue was important to him? 

SCHULTZ 

I never heard him make any remarks about that, other than when he looked at 

the site, he said that he would design something worthy of it. 

VALENTINE 

That's a naturalist too. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. 

VALENTINE 

How was the Architectural Selection Committee appointed? 

SCHULTZ 

It was quite natural that we take the head of our five dominant county 

departments. Which was the most dominant? Well, naturally the [county] 

administrator. So Don Jensen became a member of the committee. Mary 

Summers was the [director] of our planning [commission] and very properly a 

member of the selection committee. The [county] auditor knew what our 

finances were, and fortunately he himself was an architect. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, really? 



SCHULTZ 

He designed several buildings that are in Marin, and he had a feeling for 

architecture. Weren't we lucky? 

VALENTINE 

What's his name? 

SCHULTZ 

Let me see. He was the auditor. 

VALENTINE 

Is that Leon De Lisle? 

SCHULTZ 

Leon De Lisle. Yes. And then the last one-- And he was a very important one 

because he wasn't motivated by any trivial reasons, I'll put it that way. That 

was Brig [Marvin Brigham]. He was the [director] of our [department of] public 

works who had oversight of all the building of roads and ditches and bridges 

and this and that and the other. Marvin Brigham. So you had an engineer, you 

had a money man-- I'll say about the auditor, he was the practical man who 

had to keep pointing out how little we had. You had a really progressive man, 

our Don Jensen. Don Jensen, I might say, was very widely recruited. We didn't 

just pick anybody. In fact, I wouldn't let anybody in Marin County pick him. We 

asked the County Supervisor Association of California, which had a 

professional staff, to do the recruiting and interviewing for filling our position. 

And Don Jensen, at the time, was revising the democratic government of the 

Philippines. It had been an assignment to him, and he'd been there for several 

years and had just about completed his assignment. But he had had broad 

experience. And so he was on the list of three that was submitted to the board 

for the board to make the selection. Of course, the board did have that 

function. By law we were assigned to make such decisions. And when we read 

his resume there was no choice as far as I was concerned. It was Don Jensen. 

So Don Jensen was agreed to. 

VALENTINE 



We should point out the fact there was a position like that as one of your 

successes early on. 

SCHULTZ 

Pardon? 

VALENTINE 

Of getting the county administrator--getting that position in the county 

government. That was one of the things you campaigned for. 

SCHULTZ 

It was. It was the top one. 

VALENTINE 

What was Fusselman's vote? 

SCHULTZ 

He voted against creating the office. He voted against it as an expenditure of 

funds that we didn't need. The county had been getting along all these years 

with its citizen representatives, who had made so many mistakes you could 

shake a stick at them. He is responsible as one individual for that dogleg 

entrance to Mill Valley that we call East Blithedale [Avenue]. Just sheer 

insistence. 

VALENTINE 

We should also point out that we jumped over a few years and a few issues--

that the Scettrini Ranch was first selected in 1953 and it was not actually 

purchased until 1956. 

SCHULTZ 

That's because of legal controversy. That's because Mr. Fusselman and a real 

estate friend of his got a jewelry company to come into the Scettrinis and 

make a higher bid. 

VALENTINE 

That's undermining the county interest? 



SCHULTZ 

Absolutely. Yes. 

VALENTINE 

How could he get away with it? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it's the old boy network, honey. [laughter] It really is. 

VALENTINE 

But you ended up paying twice as much as your original offer to get the land. 

SCHULTZ 

That is correct. That is correct. And it hurts. 

VALENTINE 

We should also point out that it's not just the two of you on the board, 

although it frequently comes down to that kind of argument. Who were the 

other supervisors? 

SCHULTZ 

These were the days, at last, of the famous four to one-- 

VALENTINE 

Yes. Who were the four? 

SCHULTZ 

The other men-- I should say-- Well, yeah, the other men on the board, 

exclusive of Mr. Fusselman-- There was [James] Kehoe from west Marin at 

first. Kehoe was one of those who agreed to go and meet with Mr. Wright. 

[tape recorder off] 

VALENTINE 

We said that James Kehoe was a member. He'd been there for a while. 

SCHULTZ 



Yes, from west Marin. There was a temporary member named William Wright 

from Novato [California]. And there was a permanent member--that is, he had 

been elected--from San Rafael, and his name was George Whiteley. George 

Whiteley contributed very little in the way of constructive participation. He 

was a real estate man who was so cheap. He really was such a cheap guy. 

Instead of renting an office that had its own bathroom, he rented a little space 

from the Independent Journal and then was always borrowing their facilities. 

VALENTINE 

Now, this is before supervisors had their own offices and secretarial help. You 

had to supply that yourself. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, wow. Yes. We had no offices. We had no secretarial help. 

VALENTINE 

No aides, no telephones. 

SCHULTZ 

No aide, no telephone. It was the Dark Ages. 

VALENTINE 

So we need a new civic center. 

SCHULTZ 

And how. 

VALENTINE 

So by the time the vote becomes four to one in all these issues, tell me if I've 

got this right: James Kehoe was replaced by James Marshall? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And George Whiteley was replaced by Walter Castro. 



SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And William Wright is replaced by William Gnoss. 

SCHULTZ 

Now, wait-- 

VALENTINE 

William Gnoss. 

SCHULTZ 

It was William Wright who was replaced by William Gnoss. 

VALENTINE 

Right. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. And then Mr. Fusselman and yourself. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

We were talking about the Architectural Selection Committee, and you said 

there were five members. I think we only listed four. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, we must add County Counsel Lee [Leland] Jordan. 

VALENTINE 

What were the criteria to make their selection? 



SCHULTZ 

The fact that they headed important departments of county government. 

VALENTINE 

That was their qualification, right? 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. 

VALENTINE 

What criteria did they use to make a decision? What did they think was 

important? 

SCHULTZ 

I have no idea, because I never participated in any of their meetings. I think we 

depended upon their common sense. 

VALENTINE 

Did you give them any kind of directive? 

SCHULTZ 

I did. [laughter] I felt, actually-- When I called up the chairman of the 

[Architectural Selection Committee], Mary Summers-- When I called her up on 

New Year's morning, I hesitated, because I felt that I might be transgressing, 

that it could be criticized, but I could not resist the idea of saying, "Please let 

us reach for the best." 

VALENTINE 

Which meant? 

SCHULTZ 

Which meant Frank Lloyd Wright. 

VALENTINE 

Why did you consider him the best? 

SCHULTZ 



His national stature, for one thing. And in all the years that I lived in Marin, I 

think, I've been tremendously interested in architecture. I didn't call it 

architecture in the beginning. It was in building. But then I became aware 

because of reading so much about Frank Lloyd Wright that the real definition 

of architecture is the enclosure of space. And I pay attention to it wherever I 

am. 

VALENTINE 

Surely you must have known when you made that suggestion that it would be 

controversial? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did know that it would be controversial, but it was so right. We had such 

a priceless opportunity. A virgin piece of ground. A virgin piece of ground in an 

environment that was without peer. And it should have the best possible 

treatment encroaching on it with a structure. I knew architects in Marin. I 

knew architects that we had had consult with us from time to time on the 

remodeling of the old Coleman school, which we rented and which became 

our county library and also our planning department and so on. I had 

encountered other architects, but none whose principles I had seen 

articulated so clearly as I had Frank Lloyd Wright's. 

VALENTINE 

And what made you think of him on New Year's Day in 1957? 

SCHULTZ 

I was leafing through a copy of House Beautiful that was devoted to his work. 

And I admired it greatly. I had already read a great deal about him, including 

his biography [An Autobiography: Frank Lloyd Wright]. And I recognized that 

he is an exceptional person and even though he may have some character 

flaws, that doesn't necessarily limit his genius. And we would get something 

special from a person of his quality. 

VALENTINE 

In a Republican cow county? 

SCHULTZ 



In a Republican cow county it would be hard to sell, but we did it! [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

What was Mary Summers's reaction? 

SCHULTZ 

She was enthusiastic. She, too, besides being a planner, was an architect. 

VALENTINE 

Really? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, she was a landscape architect, right? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. But she was also an architect of houses. She designed her own home. And 

Mr. Wright was a guest in it at one time in particular, and he paid her the 

compliment of saying that it was the only house he had been in in Marin that 

he would allow his name to be put on. And that was a high compliment. 

VALENTINE 

Was it a nice house? 

SCHULTZ 

A very nice house--a very different house. 

VALENTINE 

Well, what did the rest of the committee do with this suggestion? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was a divided community. There were people who were vehemently 

opposed, though it wasn't because of his architectural qualities, but more 

because of his life-style. 

VALENTINE 



Even at the very beginning? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, even at the very beginning. In fact, I would say that came first, an 

objection to the reputation. 

VALENTINE 

Now, they were considering, I think, twenty-six other architects. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, they did. 

VALENTINE 

And what convinced them that Wright was their man? 

SCHULTZ 

When I called Mary on New Year's morning in 1957 and said, "Let's get the 

best," she said for me to write a letter to Mr. Wright and invite him to 

consider us as a client. She was familiar with his reputation and his 

acknowledged ability. I had a question of ethics confronting me when she left 

it in my hands like that and said write to him. Now, if she had written to him-- 

No, maybe she couldn't either as just one member of a committee. She could 

have taken it up with the committee. She didn't say that. She said, "Write to 

him." And remember, this was a holiday. So I struggled with the letter, trying 

to make clear to him that I had no right to invite him to include himself among 

our contestants. They were contestants. They were all striving for the same 

prize. And I learned then that no architect goes out and solicits work that way. 

You choose an architect because of what he does or who he is. 

VALENTINE 

Or she. 

SCHULTZ 

Or she. Yes, or she. And so I finished the letter trying to expiate my 

forwardness in doing it. And then I called her back and I said, "Mary I have no 

idea where to send this letter." She said, "Well, I'll make it easy for you." And 

before very long I had a phone call from Aaron Green. I explained to Aaron 



that I had this letter and that I have great trepidation about sending it because 

I am not on the building committee, but I have deep convictions about having 

him have a chance to be our architect, if there is such a chance. 

VALENTINE 

We should explain that Aaron Green was an architect in San Francisco who 

was Wright's West Coast representative. 

SCHULTZ 

And whom I had never met before then and knew nothing about, and whom I 

now cherish as one of my best friends. 

VALENTINE 

That's nice. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he called. And he is such a gentleman. I read my letter to him, and he 

said, "I understand your quandary." He said, "I am Mr. Wright's San Francisco 

representative. And I can make it easy for you. He said, "He's coming to San 

Francisco on the twenty-sixth of April." Now, this was January. And he said, "If 

you wish, I will arrange for the selection committee and the board to meet 

him." I said that would be highly satisfactory. And he did make that 

arrangement. And Mr. Fusselman refused to go. 

VALENTINE 

Let's deal with the time between January and April. How did you convince 

everybody else? Or was that your job to convince them that they ought to 

consider Mr. Wright? 

SCHULTZ 

We were still interviewing and it was during this interval, I recall, that [Richard 

J.] Neutra was brought into the picture. And I thought it highly unusual that he 

appealed to the board of supervisors to make a personal presentation [with 

Robert E. Alexander]. Now, he knew there was a selection committee, he 

knew there had been a great many architects who had already been 

interviewed, and yet one day they come parading into the supervisors' 



chambers--a whole coterie of them. And he proceeds to try to persuade us 

that he should be our architect. 

VALENTINE 

So he presented to the board rather than the committee? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

I think that was in June, though, when he came up, after you'd already started 

negotiating or talking to Wright. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was after we had begun the Wright contact. It was later. 

VALENTINE 

Who invited him? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know. I think it was probably Mr. Fusselman. 

VALENTINE 

What did you do to educate people before April about modern architecture 

and Frank Lloyd Wright, because I know you did. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I did. I used every opportunity. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

What did you do? 

SCHULTZ 

To cultivate the ground, the first thing that I did was to show them what we 

had--this unsullied piece of land--and then to tell them that Mr. Fusselman 

wants a tall, square building such as they have in San Francisco. You know, get 

them starting to think of what they might get. And that was what Mr. [George] 



Jones wanted. I don't know whether Mr. Fusselman really envisioned what he 

wanted. He just wanted to convert the military academy, which would have 

been so stupid. 

VALENTINE 

Did Mr. Fusselman really not like Wright, or was he against him because you 

were for him? 

SCHULTZ 

He was against him because I was for him as far as I know. 

VALENTINE 

Or was it a happy coincidence? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't think he knew very much about Mr. Wright or had-- Well, if you could 

see the place where he lived, you'd realize that an artistic use of space was not 

paramount in his thought. 

VALENTINE 

So come April 26, you met with Wright at Green's office. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

The members of the committee and four supervisors. 

SCHULTZ 

Four supervisors. We met in the little office on Grant Street, which is no longer 

there. And Mr. Wright had spread out before him-- He was seated at a large 

table and he had spread out before him his plans for a church in Bolinas. And 

of course, that interested me too. But that wasn't what we were there to talk 

about. We were there to talk about whether or not he would contemplate the 

possibility of his becoming our client. And it happened that he was giving the 

Bernard Maybeck Architecture Lecture that night at Wheeler Hall over in 

[University of California] Berkeley. I remember saying, oh, that was familiar 



territory to me and I'd like to be there. It was made clear that it was open to 

the public and we could go, and so Mr. Marshall, Mr. [William] Wright, Mr. 

Kehoe, and Vera Schultz had dinner at the Cliff House and then went to the 

lecture. And from that moment on, Maggie, there wasn't any deviation about 

Mr. [Frank Lloyd] Wright. 

VALENTINE 

It was Mr. Gnoss wasn't it? Instead of Mr. [William] Wright. 

SCHULTZ 

No, Gnoss-- It was Mr. [William] Wright. Mr. Wright had announced his 

resignation. He was an engineer, and he was going to Italy on some project. 

He had announced his resignation and Mr. Gnoss had been designated as his 

successor. And we had invited him to come with us. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, so he was there too? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 
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SCHULTZ 

Since Mr. [William] Gnoss, the new supervisor-to-be [Marin County Board of 

Supervisors], was to inherit the decisions made by Bill [William] Wright, [we 

felt] that we should include him in all of our official business before he was 

seated. 

VALENTINE 

That was smart. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I think it was smart too. 

VALENTINE 



What was your impression of [Frank Lloyd] Wright that afternoon when you 

first saw him, first talked to him? 

SCHULTZ 

My first impression was of a very delicate man. There is the delicacy about 

him, and included in that delicacy is a refinement that is extraordinary, I think, 

just extraordinary. It just comes with the person. And of course, I was so 

grateful to be able to be meeting him in person, asking him to come to Marin 

[County] and leave us one of his immortal creations. Because I had every 

confidence that he would do something extraordinary. I'd never known him to 

do anything that wasn't extraordinary. 

VALENTINE 

Now, part of what upset William Fusselman was he thought that you were 

allowing Wright to interview you instead of you interviewing the architect. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I guess that's as good a reason as any to refuse to participate. Yes, he did 

make a big protest that we had gone out of the county, all of us, that we had 

run over to San Francisco to pursue Mr. Wright, and this was toadying to him. 

We were not exercising our proper superiority. 

VALENTINE 

Yes, what he said was that "The four of them went crawling to Wright at the 

bidding of one of his vassals, to bow and kiss his hand." 

SCHULTZ 

He loved to ignite people. He really did. 

VALENTINE 

Did you find Wright to be arrogant? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. At times. Not often, but I did find him to be arrogant at times. And one of 

the times was the first night that he addressed the people of Marin. He 

became rather arrogant. 



VALENTINE 

He insulted them. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And they loved it. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, they did. 

VALENTINE 

Why? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I think it was because they have a reverence for greatness. He was more 

than just an architect. He was a world-famous architect. 

VALENTINE 

Did you know that whatever he did here would be historically significant 

because it was by Wright? Was that part of your motivation to make a 

significant monumental building? 

SCHULTZ 

My motivation in having a civic center for Marin County was that it be no 

humdrum, run-of-the-mill, common-place structure. I knew we were not a rich 

county. I knew we couldn't have everything we wanted, but I felt that by 

getting the very best architect, we would also get the most appropriate 

building. 

VALENTINE 

He was ninety years old when he took this commission. Didn't you have any 

qualms about that? 

SCHULTZ 



Not in the least. [laughter] You see, we had met him. He wasn't old. He really 

wasn't old. And the way he stood there and made his talk to the public and 

was at home with them-- Here's a man who's been all over the world and 

designed buildings all over the world, and here he is in a cow county. And he 

can be at one with us. That was part of his democratic characteristic. 

VALENTINE 

But he was also a tremendous elitist in many ways. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he was. And this is one of the elements of his life that has engaged my 

curiosity. He was not a college-educated man. He'd had the first preliminary 

year at the University of Wisconsin and had quit after one or two years. And 

he did not live in a family that was highly educated. They were very moral and 

high thinking, but academically they were not distinguished. 

VALENTINE 

No, he was always very anti-academic, academia. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, oh, yes. He made fun of it. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

He shouldn't have, though. It's important. He acquired it even while deriding 

it. 

VALENTINE 

Well, I think he appreciated knowledge, but I don't think he appreciated the 

university structure. 

SCHULTZ 

The trappings. 

VALENTINE 



Right, the trappings. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I agree with him that there's an awful lot of puffery about the degrees 

and the robes and the this and the that. 

VALENTINE 

Uh-huh. There can be. So after you met with Wright and then [Richard J.] 

Neutra came up and made his presentation, there was a matter of the fee that 

became an issue, particularly with William Fusselman. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, 10 percent. Everybody else would charge 8 percent. Many of them 

would charge 6 percent, but none would charge more than 8 percent. And this 

is where I hammered home again and again--and the other board members 

were very cognizant of it-- I said, "Mr. Wright's fee includes not only the 

landscaping but includes the interior design. And if we have to go outside the 

architect's bid to finance those things we'll be up to 16 percent or 18 percent. 

His 10 percent fee that includes these things is truly a bargain." There are still 

people who complain about that 10 percent fee, but it was a bargain. 

VALENTINE 

So on June 27, the board votes four to one to open negotiations with Wright. 

And in July, they vote four to one to retain Wright. And then he came out 

again to speak? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Is that right? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he did. 

VALENTINE 

To the high school? 



SCHULTZ 

Yes, he came to present his plan. 

VALENTINE 

To present his plans, right. He still had not seen the site. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes he had. 

VALENTINE 

He had seen it at that point? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he had. He'd been over the site with Mr. [Aaron] Green. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, he had. I thought that came later. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, when I say he'd been over the site. He hadn't been over the site, he had 

seen the site. 

VALENTINE 

Okay, okay. And when he spoke at San Rafael High School, what was the 

public's reaction? 

SCHULTZ 

They were enthusiastic about him. They really were, even to the point where-- 

Well, in the first place, when he began his talk, he said, "You have seen the 

renderings for the building?" And they said, "No." Because those had been 

presented at a much smaller meeting in the cafeteria. And when they said, 

"No," he said, "Well, let's go see them." And so they all trooped over to the 

cafeteria and saw those colored renderings, which are beautiful. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. How many people were there that night? 



SCHULTZ 

It was standing room only. Now, this is the auditorium of the San Rafael High 

School, and I don't know what its seating capacity is. But it was absolutely 

jammed. There wasn't an empty seat. 

VALENTINE 

Do you think the public turned out because he was a celebrity or out of civic 

interest? 

SCHULTZ 

Both. By that time, there had been enough controversy over the question that 

they couldn't escape the fact that here's a good fight. Also, I'm sure that with 

the growth of population in Marin, we had acquired culture. 

VALENTINE 

Did the public support your opinion or Mr. Fusselman's? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, they had a paper ballot in the Independent Journal. See, I've forgotten 

just what the question was. 

VALENTINE 

I think it was if you approve or not approve-- 

SCHULTZ 

Of building the [Marin County] Civic Center. 

VALENTINE 

Right. That came much later, though. But what was your feeling that evening 

for the reaction of the public to what he had to present? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh. My feeling was one of great comfort. I thought, "This demonstrates that 

you can trust the judgment of the people in a democracy." 

VALENTINE 



Did they ask many questions? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

What kinds of questions? 

SCHULTZ 

Some of them very critical. About his own life. [laughter] I think Mary 

[Summers] made a tape of that. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

Is it in the library? 

VALENTINE 

Yes, it is. 

SCHULTZ 

Is it? Did you hear it? 

VALENTINE 

I read the transcript of it, of at least part of it. 

SCHULTZ 

I'd like to do it again myself, because I was so excited I don't know whether I 

even remember what he said that night. 

VALENTINE 

Tell the story of him signing the contract. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Oh, boy. That was a cloak-and-dagger thing. 

VALENTINE 



Yes, it was. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. The opponents of our civic center were indefatigable. And they never 

missed an opportunity to throw a roadblock. I consider that it was destiny 

itself that kept me late in the courthouse that night before-- It was before the 

day we were to sign the contract with Mr. Wright. And I heard voices in the 

hall, voices very familiar to me. It was Mr. [George S.] Jones. And he said to 

someone, "Well, there will be no contract signed because it's been lost." Now, 

this is preposterous. A contract drawn up by the county counsel, signed, 

approved by the board of supervisors at a regular meeting, ready to be signed 

by Mr. Wright, and it's lost? It's lost. It's not going to be at the meeting for him 

to sign. 

VALENTINE 

And his job is to have that document? 

SCHULTZ 

And his job is to safeguard that document. So I telephoned to Walter Castro, 

the chairman [of the board of supervisors], and I said, "Walter, you have a 

copy of that contract, don't you?" And he said, "Yes. Right here in my pocket." 

Because I wanted to give him time to get it if he didn't have it on him. He had 

arranged a dinner meeting that night for Mr. and Mrs. [Olgivanna Milanoff] 

Wright and the planning committee and the board of supervisors at what was 

called the Traveler's Inn. It was certainly not one of our better restaurants, but 

it was a friend of Walter's, and he was turning a little business his way. The 

food was, of course, perfectly good, but it was not gourmet food. All evening, 

Mrs. Wright was pushing things away from Mr. Wright. He apparently couldn't 

eat everything with impunity, and she had to watch his diet. And she did a 

very good job of doing that. So I don't think he had a great deal to eat that 

night before we walked a few steps to our cars to go over to the high school. 

He was unprepared, of course, for this rather extraordinary procedure. But I 

believe Walter enlightened him, because he made no objection whatever to 

pausing in the hallway of the San Rafael High School, and Lee Jordan produced 

the official copy--an official copy of the contract between Frank Lloyd Wright 

and the county of Marin. And Mr. Wright signed it, and all of us four 



supervisors signed it, and the deed was accomplished. Had we not done that, 

there's very little knowing what might have happened the next day. 

VALENTINE 

We'll talk about that in a minute. Mary Summers says that Wright signed the 

contract in her house, and that the four of you signed it at the high school that 

evening. Is that how you remember it? 

SCHULTZ 

No, that is not how I remember it. How would it happen? 

VALENTINE 

I don't know. That's why I'm asking. 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know how it could happen that he signed it at her house, because she 

was at the dinner, too. 

VALENTINE 

I don't know. 

SCHULTZ 

Had he gone to her house to rest first? Is that how it happened that he--? But 

it would-- Its legality could be questioned if he signed it in the presence of an 

individual instead of the board and the chairman. 

VALENTINE 

So you witnessed him sign it? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Indeed I did. And I'm not in any doubt about that. 

VALENTINE 

Did Fusselman ever sign it? 

SCHULTZ 



No. [laughter] And later, you remember, I tried to protect the future of the 

civic center by having the board adopt the policy that any additional buildings 

that were to rise on the civic center or fairground must first have the approval 

of Taliesin [Associated Architects]. And we did get such an agreement. 

VALENTINE 

You did? 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. Subsequent boards have had trouble with it. And they observed the 

requirement at the time they had decided to place this new jail along the 

freeway in such a position that that big concrete box would obliterate part of 

the view of the civic center. It was a dumb thing to do. But at any rate, 

because of this contract with Taliesin--and remember this is since the death of 

Mr. Wright--they did call on Taliesin to come up and survey the site and 

comment and hopefully give their blessing. And Tony-- 

VALENTINE 

Puttnam. 

SCHULTZ 

--Puttnam came and he talked to me about this afterwards because he felt 

very bad. He said he did go over every inch of ground on the part of the site 

that is owned by the civic center. You see, we always have to remember that 

part of it is the fair: part of it is the fair, and we can't spend any public funds 

on the fair site. And we can't spend any fair site funds on the administration 

part. So Tony did look over the fragment of land that is left since the Marin 

County Hall of Justice was built, and he agreed. He agreed with the architects. 

I'll never forget my resentment that they didn't hire Aaron, but they didn't. 

Aaron had quite a lot of problems with the members of the board, and I'm 

sure he did not regret not being the architect. He's gone through much 

unpleasantness since, even now. 

VALENTINE 

What kinds of problems? 

SCHULTZ 



Criticisms about it not being solar resistant. And one of the reasons we 

selected him was because of his success in Tokyo [the Imperial Hotel] dealing 

with seismic threats. That really was one of the chief arguments that I had 

with other board members about Mr. Wright. I said, "He's demonstrated a 

knowledge of seismic forces that exist in this county of ours. And we ought to 

take advantage of that." 

VALENTINE 

What was Aaron Green's relationship, legally, with the contract? When you 

commissioned Wright, what was your agreement with Aaron Green? 

SCHULTZ 

I can't answer that, because I don't know, other than what Aaron himself has 

told me. Mr. Wright made Aaron half the partnership on that civic center. 

Aaron had done all the work, he'd gone to all the public meetings, he dealt 

with the cantankerous board of supervisors. He earned it. And as you know, 

Aaron has written a book. I've forgotten whether he wrote in that book, but 

he told me personally that Mr. Wright has said, "You are half of this contract, 

and half of it will go to you." 

VALENTINE 

It's in the book. I didn't know if it was a legal agreement between Wright and 

Green or Green and the board of supervisors. 

SCHULTZ 

It was not between us and Mr. Green. I know that. 

VALENTINE 

The drawings that Wright presented that evening at the high school, what did 

they consist of? 

SCHULTZ 

There were five or six very large panels, in color, of the various phases and 

views of the contemplated Marin County Administration Building, hall of 

justice, Veterans Memorial [Auditorium] building, fairgrounds, and that was it. 

Unfortunately, we never executed the fairgrounds concept. You've seen it, 

haven't you? 



VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

It's beautiful. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

And what we have is no comparison. 

VALENTINE 

We should mention something about the funding of this also, because that 

will become an issue. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

The same election that you were voted into the board of supervisors, there 

was a bond issue to finance the civic center that failed. 

SCHULTZ 

Right. That is correct. Marin County is systemically allergic to bond issues. 

They vote down every bond issue that is presented to them. There had been a 

bond issue for roads that they accepted twenty-four years prior to that. 

[laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And never forgot. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] That's right. And so they voted down the invitation to vote bonds to 

finance a civic center. Now, Mr. Fussleman and others interpreted that to 



mean they didn't want a civic center. Others of us said they just didn't want to 

vote money for an undefined project. And that is my opinion to this day. 

VALENTINE 

Or maybe they wanted it, but didn't want to go into debt to get it. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that's possible. We needed it so badly, how could they vote it down? But 

they did. 

VALENTINE 

So what did you do, the board? 

SCHULTZ 

We did a very smart thing. We added I think it was a forty-cent tax to the 

annual tax bill to accumulate funds for the construction of a civic center. 

VALENTINE 

Starting when? 

SCHULTZ 

Let's see. This was starting in '52. That's when they voted it down. 

VALENTINE 

So it was a pay-as-you-go process. 

SCHULTZ 

It was pay as you go. And the beauty and, I think, the unique truth about our 

civic center is that it was paid for before it was built. 

VALENTINE 

Each phase? 

SCHULTZ 

The administration building. No, we had a bond issue for the hall of justice and 

they voted for it favorably. 

VALENTINE 



Well, maybe that's a vote of faith and confidence in the plan? 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. By then, they had something they could look at. 

VALENTINE 

Right. That's why it was designed in phases, so you could afford to build. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. And of course our county was growing so fast, and all those little 

subdivision homes were on the tax roll, and all the big estates were staying 

right where they always had been. That was an issue that brought us into 

conflict with the assessors. And that made this grand jury question each of us 

individually as to whether we were trying to obstruct a properly elected 

official in the performance of his duty. 

VALENTINE 

I would like to come back to that story a little bit later, if that's okay-- 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

--and finish this session on the triumph that you got the drawings, and the 

public is crazy about them, and you have the contract signed, and you go to 

sleep that night thinking everything is hunky-dory. And then we'll save trouble 

for tomorrow morning. 

SCHULTZ 

See, that's when Fusselman got the paper ballot through the IJ [Independent 

Journal]. 

VALENTINE 

I'm thinking about the seven-page report that he wanted to read into the 

record. 

SCHULTZ 



Oh, that happened, dear, the day we were to sign the contract. 

VALENTINE 

Yes, the next morning. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, the next morning. 

VALENTINE 

Right. 

SCHULTZ 

That was a day. 

1.11. TAPE NUMBER: V, SIDE TWO (JULY 1, 1994) 

VALENTINE 

Before we start off today, I think we need to make a correction from last time. 

We gave the misimpression, I think, that Wright had presented plans that first 

evening when he spoke at San Rafael High School. And he did not present 

those plans until the following March. I think we left that impression. So the 

first time he came and spoke, he was just talking to people about himself and 

his architecture. Is that correct? 

SCHULTZ 

That is correct. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. But he still had a very warm reception? 

SCHULTZ 

He did. An enthusiastic reception. 

VALENTINE 

What did he say that night about the relationship between democracy and 

architecture? 



SCHULTZ 

I don't remember. 

VALENTINE 

Did you talk about it that day in his office? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't remember that either. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. Whose idea was it for it to be a complete cultural center, not just a civic 

center but also the fairgrounds? Did the county come up with that? 

SCHULTZ 

No, that was Frank Lloyd Wright's proviso. 

VALENTINE 

Do you want to explain that a little bit? 

SCHULTZ 

In our earliest discussions with him, he said, "This county doesn't want just a 

building to which people go to pay their taxes. You want a cultural center that 

involves the life of the community." And we agreed with him. And that's when 

we said, "Yes. That's where we want the library where the students come." 

And he said, "I want the students who come to the library to realize that they 

are coming to the seat of government, and that if they just walk a little 

farther, they can go into the other parts of the building that take care of 

county government." 

VALENTINE 

Well, that's one of the things that's so nice about that building is the library is 

underneath the dome and also at the center of the building. And the 

government and the administration and the courts branch off of that. So 

symbolically, that says a great deal about democracy. 

SCHULTZ 



I think it does, too. 

VALENTINE 

What about having the veterans auditorium there and the fairgrounds and the 

Marin County Post Office? Was that also Wright's idea? 

SCHULTZ 

No, it wasn't. And there got to be a big controversy over his drafting the plans 

for the Veterans Memorial Auditorium, because the veterans were the ones 

that came to stop having us make a contract with him and also to insult him. 

*[Seventeen chapters of legionnaires in Marin all joined in opposition to Frank 

Lloyd Wright because he had been to Russia and had said something favorable 

about Russia.] 

VALENTINE 

Now, that was the next day after this meeting at San Rafael High School, at 

which he signed the contract. 

SCHULTZ 

That's correct. 

VALENTINE 

And the next day you had an open meeting with the board of supervisors. For 

what purpose? 

SCHULTZ 

To-- [laughter] Well, ostensibly to sign the contract, and for the board to make 

its formal contract with Mr. Wright to develop our civic center. And by that 

time, you see, we knew that we had not only 160 acres for administration, but 

we had the additional acreage attached where the fair would be developed, 

eventually. So it was known as early as that time that Mr. Wright's ideas would 

be called upon for the location of the Veterans Memorial Auditorium, which 

we knew we were going to build. 

VALENTINE 

Had you already agreed he would be the architect of the master plan and 

involved directly or indirectly with the buildings on that site? 



SCHULTZ 

Indeed we had. And it was the intent of at least four members of the board 

that it be legally prescribed so that he would know that he had an ongoing 

responsibility. 

VALENTINE 

So what happened at that meeting, July 30? 

SCHULTZ 

We had just opened the meeting and we knew it was going to be a short 

meeting because of what had gone before. But Mr. Fusselman didn't know 

that. And there he sat. The room was absolutely filled to capacity with 

veterans with their little veteran caps on and looking very grim. And one of 

them arose and said that he had a communication he wanted to read into the 

public record about Mr. Wright. The chairman [Walter Castro] said that that 

was not the kind of meeting that it was, that Mr. Wright's contract had already 

been signed, and it wasn't just a public meeting for expression of opinion. 

VALENTINE 

Did Fusselman know at that point that the contract had been signed? 

SCHULTZ 

Not until the chairman announced to all on Sunday the contract had already 

been signed. 

VALENTINE 

And what was Fusselman's reaction? 

SCHULTZ 

"When? I wasn't there." And the chairman said, "You could have been. We 

signed it last night at the public meeting." And Mr. Fusselman was livid, 

absolutely livid, because he and Jones had been part of the plot to disrupt this 

meeting of the board by having this public protest. It was only protesters. And 

that is when I said-- Well, Mr. Wright himself responded. 

VALENTINE 



Well, let's explain what the member of the American Legion had to say first of 

all--Mr. [Bryson] Reinhardt. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he was-- Mr. Reinhardt wanted to read into the minutes and into the 

record and into the public press an old article from the New Republic--which 

was considered by some to be a leftist magazine--an article written many, 

many years previously by Mr. Wright. It was while he was in Europe and he 

made many very complimentary remarks about Russia. And it was a time 

when Russia was not popular in this country. 

VALENTINE 

Were his remarks about politics or culture? 

SCHULTZ 

His remarks were about culture, not about politics--the remarks in the article 

we're speaking about. 

VALENTINE 

Uh-huh. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was an article about the culture of Russia. So this was the article that 

was presented, that was asked to be read aloud. 

VALENTINE 

I think they also had a complaint that he had supported Henry Wallace for 

president in 1948. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

That was proof of his disloyalty. 

SCHULTZ 



Absolutely. Poor Henry. [laughter] Yes, it was preposterous. The whole thing 

was preposterous. And Mr. Wright said, "This is preposterous. I am a loyal 

American. I don't have to listen to--" I think he said "--rot like this." And there 

he stood in the front of the chambers, facing all those angry, accusatory 

legionnaires. And he was just as debonair as he ever was. He had his little 

porkpie hat on and he had his malacca cane, which he was leaning on to some 

extent. And he said, "I don't have to listen to this drivel." And out he marched. 

VALENTINE 

What was the public's reaction to that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, consternation. Not only on the part of Mr. Reinhardt, but Mr. 

Fusselman. And the board just sat, you know. But immediately after Mr. 

Wright left the chambers, and we knew not where he was going, Mary took 

out after him. She left the meeting. As you know, she was chairman of the 

civic center [Architectural Selection] Committee, and had a very proper right 

to be there. She left the meeting and followed him down the hall and down 

the elevator and out to Mr. Castro's Cadillac car. We all felt as if we owned his 

car, because we all were able to get into it, and it was a very comfortable car. 

So at any rate, she asked him to just sit down in the Cadillac and wait--that the 

rest of us would be along presently. She knew we were-- We had nothing else 

on the agenda that day. It was just the signing of the contract, and it was 

already done. 

VALENTINE 

Meanwhile, what was happening in the supervisory hearing? 

SCHULTZ 

A kind of turmoil. The veterans were all talking at once. And I-- There were 

claims that I had an attitude that "Mother knows best." But in this case, I 

really did feel a sense of shame and apology for the behavior of our citizens. 

And I said to them, perhaps rather in a lecturing fashion, "It has never been 

the policy of this board to question the religion or the politics of people we 

employ to perform tasks for us, and we certainly didn't do that with Mr. 

Wright." 



VALENTINE 

And what was their response? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was chaotic, because they had been foiled. And they didn't know what 

to do next, because they undoubtedly had everybody spotted to chime in at a 

certain point on the cost of Mr. Wright and that he never completed an 

assignment without exceeding the agreed-upon amount, and all the old 

charges. They were prepared to do that, and we frustrated them. We didn't 

give them an audience. 

VALENTINE 

So you think this was a plot to prevent the signing of the contract? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, absolutely. That was the whole purpose. That was why Mr. Jones had 

ostensibly lost it. It was to delay and prevent. 

VALENTINE 

Even though you had already voted for it. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. And anything that they could do to upset the applecart they would do. 

VALENTINE 

What did the other board members do? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, we were a solid board except for Fusselman. And we got up. The 

chairman said, "The meeting is adjourned," number one. And all of us rose and 

left the room, aside from a few side arguments on the way out of-- The men of 

the board were as indignant as I was at such a shabby thing to do, reflective of 

our county. And that wasn't the way anybody felt about it, except Fusselman 

and Jones and the people who wanted to get a two-bit architect. 

VALENTINE 



So did the report get read into the record? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, no. No, because the meeting simply didn't go on. Mr. Wright stood on his 

feet instantly and answered that Mr. Reinhardt. 

VALENTINE 

Were you really surprised by this? 

SCHULTZ 

By their being there? Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

Because there'd been comments in the paper all week before that--the 

veterans complaining about it. At one point, they said-- Well, they objected to 

Wright's war record and all kinds of other leftist leanings, and "Who needs a 

left-leaning building?" [laughter] At one point they said, "We don't care if he 

designs it as long as he doesn't put his name on it." 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, did they say that? 

VALENTINE 

Which I found surprising. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I think that's surprising, too. 

VALENTINE 

So they like his work but they don't like him. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, they objected to his life-style. 

VALENTINE 



Right. So what happened when you all stormed out? Well, first of all, do you 

think that Wright would have signed the contract after that if he hadn't signed 

it the night before? 

SCHULTZ 

I certainly do. He had met with that board. He had met with the committee 

that had been assigned to select him. He had met with supervisors. He knew 

he was our choice and certainly he wouldn't have been bullied by-- It was 

embarrassing as all get-out, but it would not have deterred him. He's not a 

quitter either. 

VALENTINE 

Right. He always likes a good fight. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. But he fights back. 

VALENTINE 

He did know he'd have to work with this group in Marin County. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he knew they'd be around, carping. But he wasn't going to have to work 

with them. 

VALENTINE 

So you all went to lunch then? 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, we all went up to the Meadow Club, which is very beautiful, and there 

we had a very good time. A very friendly time. We did talk and apologize and 

apologize over and over-- 

VALENTINE 

What did he say? 

SCHULTZ 



--for the conduct of our fellow Marinites. And he said this, he said-- Mary said, 

"They are radical." And he said, "No. Radicals have roots." [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And then after lunch, I think you drove over to look at the site. 

SCHULTZ 

After lunch he played the piano for us first. 

VALENTINE 

Oh, that's right. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Beautifully. He particularly liked Beethoven. We all were enchanted by his 

talent, because he was of professional quality. It wasn't just a casual piano 

playing by an amateur. It was music by an artist. Then we got into our cars and 

drove to the site. 

VALENTINE 

And what was his reaction to the site? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, this is where he got out of Walter's car and got into the little car of 

[Marvin] Brigham-- 

VALENTINE 

The jeep? 

SCHULTZ 

The jeep. He got into the jeep. He was very complimentary about the site. And 

he did say-- It was the first time he had really seen it. But I knew from Aaron 

that he had been there before. 

VALENTINE 

Really? 

SCHULTZ 



Yes. He had been there before. But he did say, "I already know what I'm going 

to put here." He did say that. 

VALENTINE 

Did he describe anything about his plans at that time? 

SCHULTZ 

No. He didn't. 

VALENTINE 

He wasn't shaking it out of his sleeve that day. 

SCHULTZ 

No, he wasn't. But he already had a concept. He had probably been thinking 

about it for weeks. He might even already have started on it. I don't know 

whether he invited fate that way before the signing of the contract, but he 

certainly was ready to get to work. 

VALENTINE 

When he said he knew what he was going to do, didn't anyone ask? "Tell us 

what you are going to do"? 

SCHULTZ 

No. No, no one pushed him for a pre-definition. 

VALENTINE 

Was Aaron Green involved in this? Was he there at that time? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. Aaron was with us. 

VALENTINE 

So he was there at the meeting and saw the veterans and he knew what he 

was in for, too? 

SCHULTZ 



Oh, poor Aaron knew that as the architect of record, he was the one that was 

going to have to come day after day after day to the site and meet with the 

complaints of whomever. 

VALENTINE 

And how did he take it? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he was always such a gentleman that you didn't know if he was being 

angered. I knew how difficult it was for Aaron to deal with Jones. And with 

Fusselman. And of course, they were always key people. He paid a price to be 

Mr. Wright's second in command. 

VALENTINE 

To get the kind of civic center you ended up getting, which is quite different 

from most civic centers-- which is what you wanted--it still requires a certain 

kind of willingness to experiment on the part of the people of Marin County. 

And given what you've told me about the people living here--the staunchly 

Republican, conservative community--why were they willing to experiment 

that way? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, there was a guarantee behind the experiment. We had promised them 

that it would-- The space requirements for every department would be 

defined by that department in conjunction with Mr. Wright. There would be 

conferences between the department head and the architects, so that their 

specific requirements would be met and embodied in whatever building 

resulted. So they knew that here was a public building which, for the first 

time, was being built on the space requirements of the function that was to go 

into each part of it. Now, that was revolutionary. 

VALENTINE 

But do you think the average citizen thought about that or wondered what it 

was going to look like? 

SCHULTZ 



I'm sure they wondered what it was going to look like. And they had many 

months of anxiety as to what it was going to look like. 

VALENTINE 

And probably more months after they knew. 

SCHULTZ 

Probably more months. But the siting of it, for instance, on the knolls was it 

seemed sort of--well, like a genius. Here we had these hills. Was he going to 

level them and put the building on the level ground? What was he going to do 

with it? I myself used to dream about it night after night. What was he going 

to do? And then when he said, "I'm going to bridge these knolls with a building 

appropriate to the site--" And his bridge was certainly an artistic one. 

VALENTINE 

What did the building look like in your dreams? 

SCHULTZ 

I could never come up with anything but an approximation of the courthouse 

annex that we had put on. Against my wishes-- I fought hard to keep them 

from using some of our construction funds to build a temporary courthouse 

annex on the courthouse grounds. And it was just a square building with the 

windows all alike. I really felt sorry for the young architect that designed that 

because he didn't get any help from anybody. He was just left to do the best 

he could with the funds that he had. But that series of windows kept coming 

up in my dreams. [laughter] I certainly didn't want that, and I couldn't see any 

corner windows anywhere. 

VALENTINE 

Well, probably that annex helped your cause. 

SCHULTZ 

I think it did. And it's gone now. 

VALENTINE 

Good. 



SCHULTZ 

It's gone. 

VALENTINE 

I've seen pictures of it and it's none too attractive. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, no. It was an ugly building. 

VALENTINE 

But it was always a makeshift, stopgap space. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was to create more courtrooms and jury rooms. 

VALENTINE 

Now, that was desperately needed because the hall of justice was not to be 

done until the second phase. 

SCHULTZ 

That's true. 

VALENTINE 

So they had to have someplace to have courtrooms. 

SCHULTZ 

That's certainly true. 

VALENTINE 

So we should be fair to that little building. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. Frank Lloyd Wright goes back to Taliesin West [Scottsdale, Arizona]. 

You're dreaming about the new civic center, and in August, you have another 



surprise visitor to the board of supervisors, Mr. [Carroll E.] Metzner from 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

SCHULTZ 

He didn't come to see the board of supervisors. He came into town, was 

interviewed by the press, complied with a front-page story--with the 

assistance of Mr. Fusselman--altogether derogatory, saying we'd made the 

wrong choice and all the derogatory things he could say against Wright as a 

member of the Wisconsin legislature. 

VALENTINE 

Who was he? 

SCHULTZ 

He was a member of the legislature. 

VALENTINE 

And who paid for him to come out here? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know. I don't know. I know it wasn't the county. 

VALENTINE 

What do you think he had to gain? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, there were-- In Mr. Wright's life there were so many people who took a 

whack at him for their own satisfaction. And I don't know anything at all about 

that assemblyman, except that he had a hate-on toward Mr. Wright, and here 

was a very rich field to express it and perhaps cheat him out of another 

contract. He couldn't have, but he tried. 

VALENTINE 

Well, he was a businessman back in Madison. He was a member of the city 

council there and then became a member of the legislature. In general, the 

business community of Madison had a lot of animosity towards the Wrights in 

Spring Green [Wisconsin], and it may have stemmed from that. 



SCHULTZ 

It may have. Was it because of unpaid bills? 

VALENTINE 

Maybe. But his argument was economic, wasn't it? That most assuredly 

Wright would exceed the budget he was given. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Was it political at all, his argument? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. Indeed it was. He told about the controversies that existed in 

Wisconsin and with other clients to which he was privy and we were not. We 

didn't go around and interview other clients to see what their experience had 

been with him, except that I did go down to Carmel [California] and visit the 

occupant of that beautiful house on the ocean. 

VALENTINE 

The [Mrs. Clinton] Walker House? 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, the Walker House. I did tell [Della Walker] that we were contemplating 

having him do our civic center and that there were these reports that kept 

coming to us--claims that he couldn't stay within a budget and he always 

exceeded it and that the building always ended up costing a whole lot more 

than the owner expected. And she laughed at it. She said they had been 

entirely satisfied with Mr. Wright, and that they had not had that kind of 

experience with him. And she had investigated various other home builders 

who had had him. She was not inclined to be worried in the least about our 

choice. 

VALENTINE 



How important do you think McCarthyism was in all of this controversy? Was 

that useful coincidence or a strong motivation for the arguments about 

Wright? 

SCHULTZ 

It was a strong motivation, because we had a very active John Birch Society in 

our county. Of course, they fed on anything that pointed to a person being 

pink or red or colored in any way. And they kept up. In fact, they instituted a 

book-burning enterprise during the time that Mr. Wright was designing for us. 

And I myself was the target of-- Left over, of course, from my days when I was 

an advocate. But I was called leftist. I was called leftist. 

VALENTINE 

Well, no wonder you're in favor of the pink building. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Yeah, naturally, I'd have a pink building rather than blue. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Two days after Mr. Metzner's comments, another member of the Madison 

City Council refuted all that Metzner had said and said that the problems 

involving Monona Terrace were not as Metzner had presented them. But that 

didn't get the full coverage that Mr. Metzner's remarks received, I noticed. 

SCHULTZ 

Definitely not, which was not fair. 

VALENTINE 

And then in September, a month later, Mr. Fusselman makes a motion that we 

release Wright from the contract because he's not licensed in the state of 

California. [laughter] He's doing everything he can to undermine this. 

SCHULTZ 

Every instant. 

VALENTINE 

Every argument. 



SCHULTZ 

Did that argument hold water? He could easily get a license. 

VALENTINE 

No, it did not. [laughter] And Aaron Green was licensed and Taliesin was 

licensed. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

It was another false issue. Fusselman is just grabbing at straws here to do 

anything to block the civic center. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, anything. 

VALENTINE 

Was it economics? Was he really trying to save the taxpayers money, in his 

mind? Or was there something larger than that that made him not want 

Wright or not want this project? 

SCHULTZ 

There were larger things in his mind. He didn't hesitate to squander money in 

other ways. County money. And well, in fact, the stop work order itself 

indicated that he wasn't interested in saving taxpayers money. 

VALENTINE 

Do you think Wright's politics had something to do with it? 

SCHULTZ 

I think his dislike of Mr. Wright and his life-style had a lot to do with it. And 

then, I think, the second thing was that he was still rankled that his advice to 

the board of supervisors had been ignored and that we had made a choice to 

which he objected. It was personal. It was vanity. 

VALENTINE 



It seemed to become personal, yeah. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

In 1958, while Mr. Wright is working on the plans for the Marin County Civic 

Center-- Now, you visited Taliesin [West] at some point before he brought the 

plans out here. Do you remember when that was when you went to Taliesin 

[West] in Arizona and Wright previewed the plans for you? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't remember that. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. Well, in 1958, while he was working on these plans, he also released a 

book called The Living City-- 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

--which was the further development, evolution of his Broadacre City 

philosophy and his feelings about city-- And there were a lot of political--not 

party theory--but political overtones and implications to this architectural 

structure. What was the reaction to that book here in Marin County? 

SCHULTZ 

I think very few people read it. But I read both of them [The Living City and An 

Autobiography: Frank Lloyd Wright]. 

VALENTINE 

What was your reaction? 

SCHULTZ 

And my reaction was one of praise that his thinking was as broad as it was. 



VALENTINE 

Explain that. 

SCHULTZ 

His definition of a democracy, over and over again, emerged in his discussion 

of Broadacre City and-- What was the other one? 

VALENTINE 

The Disappearing City? 

SCHULTZ 

What? 

VALENTINE 

The Disappearing City and The Living City. 

SCHULTZ 

The Living City. I don't remember ever reading The Disappearing City. 

VALENTINE 

That came out several years previous. 

SCHULTZ 

No, I didn't read that. 

VALENTINE 

And the last part of his autobiography also deals with Broadacre City. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

He'd been working on this concept for twenty-five years. But I'm curious that 

here you have this architect who's designing a civic center, and he's very 

controversial, and he writes a book about what the perfect city is. Why 

wouldn't it be the talk of the town? 



SCHULTZ 

Because there aren't enough people interested in architecture, or even in 

democratic living. Everyone is immersed in his own life. And the only 

conversation about those books would be in small groups of people whose 

interests were in that direction. 

VALENTINE 

What was the conversation among your circle of friends? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I have to confess to you that I had a limited social life. [laughter] I hated 

cocktail parties--detested them--because you never could have a decent 

conversation at a cocktail party. And that was the mode of the day, cocktail 

parties. You didn't have dinner parties where you sat down and could have a 

lively and purposeful conversation. It was very little opportunity for exchange 

of opinion, except individual to individual-- your best friends. 

VALENTINE 

Did Mr. Fusselman suggest that he had read the book? Know his enemy-- 

SCHULTZ 

No, no. He wouldn't even mention the name of it if he could help it. [laughter] 
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VALENTINE 

Well, according to your reading of [The Living City], what was [Frank Lloyd] 

Wright's definition of democracy, as you saw it? 

SCHULTZ 

It seemed to me that Mr. Wright regarded the interest of every individual as 

being of equal importance. He didn't display any bigotry in his writings. And 

his architecture itself, you see, was of a kind that brought the world in instead 

of shutting it out. And though I couldn't quote any of his definitions of 

democracy now, I was very much impressed with his concept of democracy. 

VALENTINE 



One of his concepts about government is that the county government should 

be the strongest. And he wants to do away with town and municipal 

governments and not deal so much with state and federal. But really, his 

utopian American is represented at the county level, which is very interesting-

-that he's working on a county civic center. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it certainly is. And I wish I'd read it at the time. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Did he ever talk about these ideas with any of you? 

SCHULTZ 

No. 

VALENTINE 

Did Aaron Green ever talk about them with you? 

SCHULTZ 

No, no. Neither. 

VALENTINE 

That's too bad. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it certainly is. You have to remember that everybody's life was so busy 

and so involved and so focused. Aside from the party that we had at Aaron's 

house, I don't remember our getting together socially at all. 

VALENTINE 

When was the party at his house? 

SCHULTZ 

He had a party. It was after the signing of the contract. 

VALENTINE 

But before the plans were presented. 



SCHULTZ 

Yes. And before the plans had been presented to us. He lived down in 

Woodland [California]. It's down the peninsula is the way we refer to it now. 

The wife [Jean Haber Green] he had married had inherited this estate from her 

grandmother. He had remodeled the house, and I think he wanted the [Marin 

County] Board [of Supervisors] to see what he had done himself, 

architecturally. So he gave this party and invited the whole board, and of 

course [William] Fusselman wouldn't go. The rest of us all went. It was a 

lovely, lovely party. Maybe he didn't learn it from Mr. Wright and Olgivanna 

[Milanoff Wright], but he knew how to put on a party. They knew how to put 

on a party. 

VALENTINE 

So that gave you additional faith in Green as well as in Wright? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, indeed. 

VALENTINE 

Another underlying concept of his utopian structure is the decentralization of 

government, of power, as being a step towards democracy. Was that a 

popular opinion in Marin [County]? 

SCHULTZ 

No. It was not a popular opinion in Marin, except among a few individuals. 

Now, the League of Women Voters endorsed decentralization. And one of my 

goals as a member of the board of supervisors was the consolidation of 

scattered departments and putting them all under one head, namely the 

manager, which I finally got. You remember? 

VALENTINE 

Uh-huh. 

SCHULTZ 

We got the county manager. Well, he really wasn't a county manager: you 

can't have a county manager under the present structure of government. You 



can have a county administrator, but to really have a county manager you 

have to go to a charter. So in Mill Valley, when we wanted to go to council 

manager government, we followed the law. San Rafael as a city had attempted 

to have, and did have, a charter city. It's the only city in the county of Marin 

that has a charter. And it was among the vanguard for having that much 

foresight. But then they didn't go far enough. They didn't have a county 

manager; they just had a charter. 

VALENTINE 

A city manager, you mean. 

SCHULTZ 

No, I mean a county manager. No, I do mean a city manager, because it was a 

city. 

VALENTINE 

Right. That's interesting. Why would they get a charter and not have a 

manager? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that's curious. It really is and I don't know the answer. Except that San 

Rafael didn't always exercise wisdom. 

VALENTINE 

It's always hard in any architectural project to communicate between the 

architect and the client. It's especially hard when you have a group client 

situation. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

How was that handled for Marin County? They had the Architectural 

[Selection] Committee, the five people working with Wright. And I guess it was 

their responsibility to handle the communication with the architect. Was there 

a single representative through which all communication was channeled, or 



did you leave it up to this committee to work it out? Or who had input into 

that? 

SCHULTZ 

Mary Summers, as the head of the Marin County Planning Commission and as 

the head of the selection committee, was the focal point of communication. 

She had far more communication with Mr. Wright himself than any of the rest 

of us had. The second person who had access to Aaron and to Mr. Wright was 

our county counsel, Lee [Leland] Jordan. Lee had lots of contact with them and 

then translated it to the board. 

VALENTINE 

Were their dealings with Aaron Green or with Wright at Taliesin [West]? 

SCHULTZ 

They were with both, with both: more with Aaron, of course, because he was 

the architect in residence, so to speak. 

VALENTINE 

Where are Mary Summers's papers? Do you know? Are they available? 

SCHULTZ 

I have no idea. Mary became very, very ill. First her husband, Harold Summers, 

became very ill, and he was a very difficult person to deal with. He kept Mary 

under his thumb all the time, especially as his illness increased. She became 

practically attached to the household, looking after her husband. And then, 

after his death, Mary herself was a victim of cancer and had to take care of 

herself. She came down to see me a few times. We were good friends and 

enjoyed each other a lot. She had a darling little cocker spaniel, and the cocker 

came with her. I had a little chihuahua, and they were good friends. She 

always brought along some truffles for us to eat. And so we would sit there 

with our little dogs beside us or in our laps reminiscing, or talking about new 

books or magazines or whatever, and recalling the past and having a good 

time. 

VALENTINE 



That's nice. She's a very interesting person too. She's one of the first, maybe 

the only, woman planning director at that time. 

SCHULTZ 

She was. She was very, very much ahead of her time. 

VALENTINE 

Did she have problems in that position because she was female? 

SCHULTZ 

Very much. And especially with Fussy [William Fusselman]. Yes, she did. And 

she had many, many a battle with-- Along with Marv [Marvin] Brigham. She 

didn't battle with Marv Brigham; they worked together very well. But he was 

the target of the construction men who dug up the streets to put down the 

utility lines and then didn't do the kind of backfill that should have been done. 

So there got to be a whole lot of chuckholes and our roads went to pieces. 

When the controversies reached the board of supervisors, which they did, I 

always defended Mary's decisions, because Mary and Brig-- And that was one 

of the arguments that was used against me in my defeat was that I was wed to 

the county planning director and to the head of the department of public 

works. The public works department. Because I always defended those two 

county employees in their ceaseless efforts to do right by the county and not 

let these construction people get by with inferior work. And so I was 

condemned for that by the man who sought to unseat me, Mr. [J. Walter] 

Blair, and who did. 

VALENTINE 

This was in 1960. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

At the time the [Marin County] Civic Center is being built, Marin County 

residents are mostly employees of San Francisco. Marin County is this little 

tiny county next to San Francisco, the big city. Was it important to the people 



here to have this important piece of architecture as a symbol of their regional 

identity and separateness from San Francisco? 

SCHULTZ 

It became a point of pride with the residents of Marin that we had a world-

famed architect who was going to give us a structure unlike any other. There 

was a growing pride in the fact that Frank Lloyd Wright was designing for 

Marin. 

VALENTINE 

Well, on March 25, 1958, Wright shows up with his preliminary plans and 

shows you what he's been up to. And we talked about that meeting yesterday 

where he spoke to the crowd and looked at the plans with them and 

answered their questions. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Yes. 

VALENTINE 

How surprised do you think people were at what they saw? 

SCHULTZ 

I think they were totally surprised, because they hadn't envisioned it. They 

were accustomed-- Now, we had just had a new civic center built in Sonoma 

County, our neighbor up the road, and it was a very commonplace structure, 

though it had cost a great deal. And here, look, we get a jewel. We get 

something that is unlike anything else in the whole state. 

VALENTINE 

How much did the building change from what you saw that night until it was 

completed? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't recall that it changed very much, because-- I reiterate that it was 

designed according to established space needs. The first change that came 

about in the administration building was that the superintendent of schools 

wanted more room. And he made an agreement with the county to-- Of 



course, he's financed by state funds, largely--state funds, not county. And he 

wanted to build a building strictly for the education department; he didn't 

want it out at the civic center. He was not happy with his quarters, because he 

felt constricted. So that was the first exit. 

VALENTINE 

So what part of the building was affected by that? 

SCHULTZ 

The end of the building that is nearest the road. It was the part of the building 

where the roof actually touches the ground and the building becomes-- It 

seems to grow out of its site. 

VALENTINE 

But the roof is straight. It just goes horizontally into the landscape. I mean, it 

doesn't come down and touch the ground, it just goes off into the ground. 

SCHULTZ 

Off into the ground. You are correct. 

VALENTINE 

The San Francisco Chronicle had an editorial the next day, the title of which 

was "How to Make a Nine Million Dollar Building Disappear into the 

Landscape," that's both ironic and complimentary, I think. 

SCHULTZ 

Because it did it in such a beautiful way. 

VALENTINE 

What adjectives would you use to describe what you saw that night in the 

plans, to describe the building? 

SCHULTZ 

The first adjective, I think, that would occur is "new." New. Not a copy. 

Original. The second thing that I would think of in describing this beautiful 

structure was its nobility. It was a noble building. It was one that no one could 



belittle. And there was nothing commonplace about it: there wasn't anything 

that was a copy of anything else. 

VALENTINE 

Would you describe it as monumental? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I didn't use that term in describing the building, because to me, the skill 

with which it had been seated on its site kept it from being monumental. It 

kept it in relation to its earth. 

VALENTINE 

It keeps it from being overpowering. That stays the monumentality. But it is 

definitely a landmark-- 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes indeed. 

VALENTINE 

--and marks the site and tells you there's something important going on here, 

and yet it recedes into the landscape at the same time. 

SCHULTZ 

That's certainly true. 

VALENTINE 

But there's no grand entrance? 

SCHULTZ 

No. 

VALENTINE 

In fact, you drive into, under, through the building before you get there? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, that's right. 

VALENTINE 



So it deals with the importance of the automobile. There are ultimately, I 

guess, three arches over driveways-- 

SCHULTZ 

There are. 

VALENTINE 

--that you have to drive through. There isn't this grand symmetry of public 

entryway. No pillars. 

SCHULTZ 

No pillars. 

VALENTINE 

So it's not the usual things you associate with monumentality. 

SCHULTZ 

No, there was only one element that, again, caused controversy. That was the 

wrought iron doors at the entrance to the administration building. 

VALENTINE 

Who designed those doors? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, they were designed for Frank Lloyd Wright, and I presume he or one of 

his apprentices designed them. And Mr. Fusselman didn't want to afford 

them, see. He didn't want us to have a model of the building, either. And Mr. 

Wright just went right ahead and did it. [laughter] He knew he would be 

supported. 

VALENTINE 

Well, that model is still visited frequently. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it is. 

VALENTINE 



And it became a very important piece to express American culture. It traveled 

around the world. It was at the world's fair. It became a way for the people of 

Marin County to understand Wright's concept of that whole site in 

relationship to other buildings in it. 

SCHULTZ 

It was very important. 

VALENTINE 

But Fusselman didn't want to pay for it. 

SCHULTZ 

No. Didn't want to authorize it. 

VALENTINE 

Would you say the building was democratic? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I would say that it invites you in. There's nothing closed up about it. You 

can walk around on the veranda and look into every department. It certainly is 

welcoming. 

VALENTINE 

And in every department, every office looks back out into the landscape and 

over the community it serves. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it does. Every department had access to that lovely veranda that went 

around the whole structure. 

VALENTINE 

It's been described as a ten-story building laying on its side? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. And it is that. It is taller than the Empire State Building, I have read. 

VALENTINE 



Or it's wider than it is tall. Well, the Marin County Taxpayers Association was 

not quite so enthralled. 

SCHULTZ 

No. Oh, no. They were cohorts of you-know-who. 

VALENTINE 

So they revived that organization, which, I guess, had died out at that point? 

They banded back together to fight the civic center--once the plans are made 

known and the model arrives--to try and terminate the contract and bring the 

issue of a civic center, this civic center, to a public election. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Why didn't you just let the public vote on it and be done with their 

arguments? 

SCHULTZ 

Because it would undoubtedly be a "no" vote, because it meant the 

expenditure of tax money. And people are extremely conscious about 

authorizing, by ballot, the expenditure of their funds. 

VALENTINE 

But you had the money already saved up. It wouldn't be an additional tax. 

SCHULTZ 

No, but it could be used for something else, the money that was saved up. And 

there was this element in the county also, which was kept alive by Mr. 

Fusselman, that said that we needed a county hospital more than we needed 

county offices. It was not true, but it was continually argued. 

VALENTINE 

Why wasn't it true? 

SCHULTZ 



We didn't have that kind of need to house indigents and people who needed 

health care. In fact, the population of the county was reputedly one of the 

richest counties in the state. It had the highest per capita income. It had the 

highest per capita education. It had all kinds of advantages. The fact that we 

did have that old county poor farm [Lucas Valley Farm] out there that I told 

you about was-- It was true that we needed to improve it. But we needed 

space for county government far more. 

VALENTINE 

Well, "Vera Schultz," and I quote, "is one of the starry-eyed few stubbornly 

and continually trying to force their views on the people of this county. Let the 

people vote on it." 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. I plead guilty. 

VALENTINE 

I'm quoting Mr. Fusselman. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, of course. [laughter] Believe me, if there had been a ballot proposition, he 

would have organized the opposition. "Vote no, vote no--don't have that right. 

Don't spend your money on a pig in a poke." And so on. No, it was one of the 

elements of contest that, in a way, is not characteristic of Vera Schultz, 

because I believe in letting the people vote. But I also knew and remembered 

vividly how the negative vote had arrived on whether or not we should have a 

civic center. They had voted no, and it was because they were fed the wrong 

kind of information instead of pointing out the valid reasons, why we were 

spending untold thousands of dollars renting space in thirteen areas of the 

county, so that doing business with the county was a trial as well as expensive. 

You had to be able to drive all over and you were lucky if you could find all of 

the sites of the different parts of county business. There'd been no growth, 

there'd been no planning. There was just an additional rental year after year 

after year wherever you could get space, whether it was adequate space or 

appropriate space or not, or whether there was any parking. And it was so 

obvious that this county needed its civic center. 



VALENTINE 

Wouldn't the voters understand that? 

SCHULTZ 

Not if there was a dollar sign attached. 

VALENTINE 

Well, there was also a countermovement to present these ideas that Harold 

Stockstad was working on, "Marin's Finest Hour," that went around with a 

bookmobile to try and explain this civic center concept to the people to help 

educate them as to what this was about. How successful was that? 

SCHULTZ 

Tremendously successful. What they did was to truck it out to west Marin 

[County], which is used to being left out because it's way off from central 

Marin. They would set up meetings in the various communities: Inverness, 

Point Reyes, Bolinas, Stinson Beach. And they would take the show to the 

people. And they were not only glad to be entertained but they were 

delighted to be informed. That's where Harold and his coworkers did an 

immeasurable service to the understanding of the civic center and to its 

eventual success. 

VALENTINE 

Who was he and why did he do this? 

SCHULTZ 

He was a young commuter. He lived in a tract house in Tamalpais Valley. He 

was a structural engineer, he was a reader, he was a very practical person, and 

he took an interest in local affairs. He became one of my staunchest 

supporters in the proposal for the various improvements that we made--all of 

which, as I mentioned to you, were opposed. We were not to have a county 

council. We were not to have centralized purchasing. We were not to have 

merit recruitment. All those things were opposed. Harold and his enlightened 

point of view readied the opposition that said, "Well, we will." 

VALENTINE 



What was the content of this presentation? What did it say? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know. 

VALENTINE 

Is there a copy of it around somewhere? 

SCHULTZ 

I'll bet there is. And you really ought to call Harold and ask him. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. Now, at the end of April, the board of supervisors votes four to one to 

accept Wright's plans and authorize the acceptance of bids. Now, that means 

you've accepted the plans that he has submitted at that point and you're 

legally bound to support them. But still Fusselman's looking for a way out. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

There is a controversy about a missing tablet on the model that's on display. 

[laughter] Can you explain that to me? 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] It is so ridiculous that it should be a part of history. Well, the 

opposition would always mobilize to attend every one of the presentations 

that the advocates made. There was a public meeting at the courthouse 

where we were discussing the civic center. And someone contrived to get the 

names of everybody that came. 

VALENTINE 

I have a list of names in my pocket. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. This is McCarthyism. This is pure McCarthyism. And then the list 

disappeared and it turned up in Mr. Fusselman's ownership. 



VALENTINE 

Well, the list proved-- I mean, the list was a list of names and where they were 

from. And there was a name on that list, a man from San Diego-- Now, "These 

are outsiders who are coming to look at this." 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. "And they're trying to tell us how to spend our money." It was so 

foolish. It was so unbecoming of adults. 

VALENTINE 

It was really a non-issue. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it really was. But it made quite a stir. 

VALENTINE 

Just the controversy will not quit. 

SCHULTZ 

It never did die, even on the day that we dedicated the building, the [Marin 

County] Administration Building. It was a very sad day, because it was the day 

we were burying our congressman Clem [Clement W.] Miller. Clem Miller had 

been present at the board of supervisors on the day that a small group of 

farmers from west Marin had expected to persuade the board of supervisors 

to veto the idea of Point Reyes National Seashore. And they contrived to bring 

in their group at the end of the day when the supervisors had completed their 

agenda. It wasn't on the agenda. They had their attorney, and they attempted 

to have a member of the board of supervisors make a motion to the effect 

that the county board of supervisors, on behalf of the people of Marin, 

opposed the creation of the Point Reyes National Seashore. And there was 

one person in the audience. It was, as I said, the end of the day. That person 

was Clem Miller. And he was a young man who was running for election to 

Congress. I put up a very strong argument against the board taking action on 

such an issue without public notification, without it being on the agenda, 

without letting the rest of the county have a voice in it and so on. And he was 

the only one who rose to sustain my position. We didn't do what they 



expected us to do, and from that time on, the creation of Point Reyes as a 

national seashore was a hotly contested issue. Now, the reason I have told you 

that story is that Clem Miller was elected as our congressman. He proved to 

be one of the most effective congressmen in the House [of Representatives], 

because his heart was really in government and he was a very bright young 

man. He was running for reelection to his second term when his plane went 

down and he died. We buried him out at Point Reyes the day that we had the 

exercises to dedicate the first unit of our civic center, namely the-- 

VALENTINE 

Administration building. 

SCHULTZ 

Administration building. Now, there had been a large celebration planned for 

that day. And I must say once more, though it's an old song now, Mr. 

Fusselman was not there. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

We're coming to that. 

SCHULTZ 

And I did not go to the luncheon of-- Mrs. Wright was there. I went instead 

with the people who went out to Point Reyes to Bear Valley Ranch-- And by 

the way, that painting in your bedroom is Bear Valley Ranch. That barn, that 

red barn that you see, is where we stood to shelter ourselves from the pouring 

rain. And then we marched up to the site on the ridge where Clem was buried. 

And it was the same day. 

VALENTINE 

You have to put that day on the balance, then, of conservation and 

progressivism, which is a nice balance, and death and birth. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Yes. 
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VALENTINE 

We're jumping ahead a little bit to discuss the dedication. I want to go back 

and pick up on a couple of events--just chronology flowing. After the board of 

supervisors accepts the plans and authorizes his bid, and the model arrives 

and is put on display, the next agenda point is to work on the Veterans 

Memorial Auditorium. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

The site for which is included in that overall plan. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. 

VALENTINE 

And Wright will be involved in that to some extent, but the veterans have not 

determined what that will be yet. We should also mention that in November 

of that year there was the bond issue on the ballot for a new county hospital, 

which failed, because that will rear its ugly head again. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And there is a Veterans Memorial Committee appointed to begin to work with 

Wright on implementing going from the master plan to the specifics of the 

auditorium. And that's going to become an issue again. 

SCHULTZ 

Very much so. The leader of--and a member of county government, in fact, 

because he was the veterans officer-- They had a veterans officer in the civic 

center, and there were sixteen different veterans units throughout the county. 

They had had a vote. Their opinion was solicited by the county as to the 

distribution of county funds that had been collected by way of the tax process 



since World War I, I guess. And so there were funds that could have been 

released to each small veterans unit. Instead, they had a mass meeting and 

voted, very wisely, to commit all the funds to a single veterans memorial 

structure, and that it should be at the civic center. And that was all fine until 

we chose the architect. And then-- Well, after the performance they put on 

trying to defeat his successful choice, they never, never relaxed from their 

opposition. 

VALENTINE 

Well, Wright was a pacifist. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, he was a pinky too. 

VALENTINE 

He was a pinky. His boys went to camp and got out of the war. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he really, really did give his boys the choice. 

VALENTINE 

Absolutely. Many of them went into the service. 

SCHULTZ 

And they did, yes. 

VALENTINE 

But the veterans couldn't forgive him. 

SCHULTZ 

No. He spoke so forthrightly against war, number one. And I certainly agree 

with him about the folly of war. And I thought his points of view were right as 

right, notwithstanding that we had to support our government. But war is so 

bad, so costly, so destructive. 

VALENTINE 

What was the impact of Wright's death in April of 1959 on this process? 



SCHULTZ 

The very first thing that happened on the board when we assembled after 

learning of his death was a motion by Mr. Fusselman that we stop all 

construction right where it was and confirm how much of the planning had 

been done to that point by Mr. Wright himself. And we were to try to 

invalidate our contract if it couldn't be proved that the entire design was his. 

That was the first thing that happened. 

VALENTINE 

He's not paying 10 percent if he's not getting Wright's work. 

SCHULTZ 

Absolutely not. 

VALENTINE 

Was it proven to his satisfaction? 

SCHULTZ 

Why, we didn't even try to. [laughter] We had a contract. 

VALENTINE 

A week later the board voted to continue the contract with the Frank Lloyd 

Wright Foundation and Aaron Green. Was this a four to one vote? 

SCHULTZ 

Mr. Fusselman never voted for it. It was four to one as usual. 

VALENTINE 

I gathered. 

SCHULTZ 

Four to one. There was nobody who demurred. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 



So the rest of that year is taken up with preparing the blueprints, receiving the 

blueprints and approving them, and then going to bid. I assume they were 

approved four to one. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. Then the bids went out and the bids came in. Fusselman's worried 

about the money. Was he proven right at last? 

SCHULTZ 

No. The bids came in under the architect's estimate. Now, this was 

phenomenal. There were many bidders on the project. And the bids came in 

under Wright's estimate. You see, this gave the lie to all those who said he 

never stayed within a budget and that his buildings were always more 

expensive. That was a day of rejoicing. It really was. 

VALENTINE 

Was Fusselman brought into the fold? His fears were unfounded; does he join 

the crowd now? 

SCHULTZ 

Mr. Fusselman never joined the crowd. He continued to oppose the civic 

center to his death. He never modified his position. He'd go lumbering out 

there to look around and criticize and say that it wouldn't stand up under an 

earthquake. He was just an agin'er, honey. 

VALENTINE 

So in early 1960, February 15 is the groundbreaking ceremony, and there is 

one golden shovel that doesn't get used. One empty chair. Guess whose? 

SCHULTZ 

Mr. Fusselman. Now, I gave my golden shovel to the county library. I often 

wonder what happened to that extra one. Mrs. Wright was there that day and 

she gave a talk. And it was a very gala occasion. But Mr. Fusselman absented 

himself. 



VALENTINE 

Well, there's a golden shovel by your front door with a hard hat and a 

flowered hat on top of that. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Isn't that yours? 

SCHULTZ 

That's mine. But I have told the county library that is to be theirs when I 

vacate this house. 

VALENTINE 

I think that is so charming, that old shovel with the hats. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. [laughter] Oh, dear, I used to go out to the site and get the clerk of the 

works to bring me up to date on everything that was happening. He gave me a 

tour from time to time, and there were a couple of things that stayed in my 

mind, because I thought them impressive. He said, "The men who work on this 

building are so proud to be working here." He said, "Would you believe it? 

Even the plumbers, whose work is to be covered by cement, take extreme 

care to see that it is perfection itself." 

VALENTINE 

That's nice. 

SCHULTZ 

Wasn't that nice? 

VALENTINE 

That's democratic. 

SCHULTZ 



You bet. And then I went out to the prison, to [California State Prison at] San 

Quentin. All of the furniture for the civic center, the administration part, was 

made by the prisoners at San Quentin. And there was high contest and a great 

deal of supervision of behavior in order to qualify for who should be allowed 

to work on that beautiful wood and on those beautiful tables and chairs and 

benches and so on. It made a great deal of difference in the administration of 

San Quentin as to who got the privilege of working on the furniture that was 

designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and was going into the Marin County Civic 

Center. 

VALENTINE 

Who taught them how to make it? 

SCHULTZ 

I have no idea. He must have taught them. He invented it. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah, he did the plans and blueprints for the furniture. Maybe that was 

enough. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that's an interesting question. I'd really like to know who taught them 

how to bring it to life. Now, you know darn well they would not let him in 

there to show them. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

I'm sure they wouldn't. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

No, no they wouldn't. 

VALENTINE 

What else can you tell us about that day? 

SCHULTZ 

The day of the groundbreaking? 



VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was a lovely day, though it threatened rain. And I wore my red 

raincoat as a little gesture of defiance against Fussy. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And red is Frank Lloyd Wright's color. 

SCHULTZ 

And red is his color, yes. And there we had the big red ribbons tied to the 

shovels, you know, the golden shovels. And there was a goodly crowd. 

VALENTINE 

Was there? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, there was, despite the threatened rain. There were a great many people 

who came out to see the groundbreaking event. And Mrs. Wright made a 

speech. She was a very gracious lady and she could make a good talk. And she 

did make a good talk. I remember how beautiful she always looked. She 

dressed very tastefully. And on this event, she had an immense gray orchid. 

VALENTINE 

Were the veterans there? 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Well, if they were they kept still. There were veterans there 

because Harold Stockstad was there. He was a veteran. He used to point out 

for the veterans, "Hey, you guys don't speak for everybody." 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] Good for him. 

SCHULTZ 



Yes. You really ought to call him and talk with him. I know you've tried but-- 

VALENTINE 

I will call him. 

SCHULTZ 

He was so important in the whole long struggle and helped tip the scales. 

VALENTINE 

I will call him. Well, I think the groundbreaking ceremony is a good place for us 

to break for today. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, because it was success at last. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. So all the trouble is over. 

SCHULTZ 

Not all. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Four to one. 

SCHULTZ 

Not all, but enough of it that we were launched. 

VALENTINE 

Before we finish-- Go ahead. 

SCHULTZ 

I was asked to make a speech, and I made a short one, and I said, "This is my 

second happiest day. The first happy day was the day we signed the contract 

with the architect Frank Lloyd Wright. And now we are to begin." 
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VALENTINE 



You said that the groundbreaking was the second happiest day. And the first 

happiest day was signing the contract. Was that really more exciting than 

when the building [Marin County Civic Center] finally opened? 

SCHULTZ 

It was for me. Perhaps because it had been such a fight in the first place to get 

that far. And so that's why it was the first and second happiest days. 

VALENTINE 

Little did you know of the fight that was to come. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Oh, indeed. Indeed. 

VALENTINE 

Well, let's start today with one of those fights, your reelection campaign in 

1960. Now, you're running for reelection to the [Marin County] Board of 

Supervisors. Against whom? 

SCHULTZ 

Against J. Walter Blair, who had been hand- picked--and the evidence is 

available--by George [S.] Jones and Bill [William] Fusselman to finally relieve 

them of my presence. [laughter] There was only, as I recall it, one other 

candidate: J. Walter Blair. Now, the previous election there had been a Mr. 

[William] Rutherford, who had also collaborated very closely with Mr. 

Fusselman as a result of the reappraisal business. But in that election, I had no 

trouble at all. I won so easily-- 

VALENTINE 

That was 1956. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. But now comes eight years later-- 

VALENTINE 

Four years later. 



SCHULTZ 

Yes, four years later than election number two [1960]. And I am confronted 

with a new kind of threat. 

VALENTINE 

What was that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, J. Walter Blair-- 

VALENTINE 

Who was he? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, that was certainly the question. Who was J. Walter Blair? Had I ever seen 

him at a board of supervisors meeting or at a Marin County Planning 

Commission? Never. Who was he? Well, he was a businessman who operated 

a series of clothes washing machines. 

VALENTINE 

Laundromats. 

SCHULTZ 

Laundromats. Yes, that's the word. He wasn't a man with a reputation for 

participation in local affairs so that you had any kind of performance to gauge 

him by. And that was the puzzle. 

VALENTINE 

What were the issues in this campaign? 

SCHULTZ 

The first issue was that I was a high spender. 

VALENTINE 

A tax-and-spend Democrat? 

SCHULTZ 



Oh, yes. [laughter] Absolutely. But remember, this is nonpartisan. But I was a 

high spender. I had insisted on going for Frank Lloyd Wright, whose fee was 10 

percent when we could have had it done by local men for 6 percent. The 

second argument that he voiced against me was that I always agreed with the 

planning director, Mary Summers, and that I didn't give sufficient 

consideration to the businessmen who wanted certain zonings and 

concessions, etc. And the other was that I didn't answer my correspondence. 

Now, I did answer my correspondence but I had no facilities for it. I had no 

office, and although I had a typewriter at home, the way I handled the 

correspondence that came to me was to take it to the department head 

whose business it concerned and, with them, draft an answer. That was the 

way I-- It wasn't just a personal letter from me to whozit, but it was an answer. 

So that was a very unfair charge. 

VALENTINE 

So the civic center was an issue in the campaign. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

It was not even disguised. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was foremost. 

VALENTINE 

Now, what about the "Look at Your Taxes" issue? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that was what won. He had a slogan, "Look at Your Taxes." We had had a 

three-year-long property reappraisal under a [tax reappraisal] commission 

created under state supervision and having on it a representative from the 

[California State] Board of Equalization, Paul Leake, who was an eminently fair 

and highly respected and also long-experienced member of that body. The 

other part of the commission, of which there were two [members], included 

the [Marin County] assessor [George Hall], who had opposed the creation of 



the commission, and under threat of indictment by the grand jury had only 

succumbed to persuasion. The third member was his archenemy and mine, 

Mr. Fusselman, because of the fact that he was chairman of the board of 

supervisors. This is where the rigidity of the law did not allow any flexibility to 

respect realities. It just said, "The commission shall be made up of these three 

individuals," and that's the way we began. 

VALENTINE 

What was the purpose of this commission? 

SCHULTZ 

The purpose of this commission was to equalize taxation in Marin County. 

During these eight years--well, it hadn't been eight yet, it had been about six--

there had been a tremendous upsurge in the building of houses and the 

creation of subdivisions. And the incumbent assessor, George Hall, had 

continued to appraise them by his own measurement of value, which was his 

own. It didn't conform with the measure of value that had been established by 

the state board on which Paul Leake sat. 

VALENTINE 

The state board of equalization. 

SCHULTZ 

The state board of equalization. And equalization was meant to equalize taxes. 

It was intended to guarantee equity and fairness. In Marin we had a shameful 

situation of unfairness where an assessor, who'd been able to get himself 

reelected year after year after year by favoritism, continued to assess the 

properties of the large landed estates and the expensive new houses by an 

entirely different measurement of value than he placed against the little new 

subdivision house. And we had fallen into visible inequity. My first experience 

with that, which had been growing over the years, was as a member of the 

Mill Valley City Council, when we were so unhappy with the county's values on 

Mill Valley properties that we hired a firm of tax factors to come in and review 

the values of property in Mill Valley and give us a whole new conclusion as to 

the basis for taxing property. And we used it. Thereafter, we were very wary 

of the county's methods. Even the property owners, you see, who compared 



their taxes with the subdivision houses were aware that they were getting a 

free ride. So it was very necessary that we should have a reappraisal of all the 

property in the county. The farms too. 

VALENTINE 

So when was tax reform passed? 

SCHULTZ 

When we created the commission. We expected it to take a little more than a 

year. It took three years for them to visit and physically appraise every 

property in this county. At the end of three years, the work of the commission 

was completed. They submitted it to the county of Marin for adoption. We 

have been paid royally for it. There had been a tremendous increase in the 

number of employees required to do that, as you can readily see, so it had 

been an expensive process, and the physical evidence that was left over--the 

pages and pages and pages of property descriptions and delineations and 

explanations-- So when the job was completed and the results were presented 

to the county of Marin, the county of Marin accepted them and presented to 

the appraiser, who had also been on the board, the new values that he was to 

use. And the first shock came when the assessor announced he was not going 

to use them. He was going to use his usual-- 

VALENTINE 

How could he do that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, because he was assessor [laughter] and had all the authority of the law. 

But we took him to court. We immediately took him to court. 

VALENTINE 

We, the board of supervisors. 

SCHULTZ 

The board of supervisors. And the court directed him to put into effect at once 

the new values that had been produced by the reappraisal commission. So he 

was temporarily defeated in his determination to have it his way. So he 

couldn't put all the new values into effect at once. This was impossible. And 



anyway, the reappraisal committee had determined that the county should 

apply these values cyclically. That is, a third this year, a third next year, 

another third the following year, and then start over. Now came the question, 

where to begin? 

VALENTINE 

Where to start. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, where to begin. And so the first dreadful blow to my candidacy was that 

the tax bills went out all over southern Marin. 

VALENTINE 

Your district? 

SCHULTZ 

My district. Belvedere, Tiburon, Sausalito, Mill Valley. And they were very, 

very much different from the old values, which they should have been. And so 

that slogan was tailor-made. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. 

SCHULTZ 

"Look at Your Tax Bill." He didn't even have to mention my name. 

VALENTINE 

[laughter] Yes. Was it just your district that was affected? 

SCHULTZ 

It was just the Third District that was affected that first year that they were 

applied. 

VALENTINE 

Is that a coincidence? 

SCHULTZ 



Well, many people considered that it was not a coincidence. But in all fairness, 

I always defended Bert Broemmel, who was in charge of getting out the tax 

bills, collecting them. I always defended him for doing it because the law said 

that he should begin the new values in that part of the county where the 

properties were exchanging hands most rapidly. And where would that be but 

southern Marin? Partly as a result, you know, of the growing use of the bridge, 

and partly because there was so much beautiful ground here to develop. So I 

never condemn Bert Broemmel for starting that in my district, though had he 

not done so, I think I could have fought off the other charges. 

VALENTINE 

Now, James Marshall was running against George Ludy, and he didn't have the 

tax problem, I guess, in his district. 

SCHULTZ 

He didn't. 

VALENTINE 

But was the civic center an issue in his campaign? 

SCHULTZ 

Altogether the civic center and the fact that he seconded my motion. 

VALENTINE 

Because he also lost the reelection. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Well, you see, it was a well-planned thing. They didn't really have 

anything against Jim Marshall, but they needed to get control of the board, 

and they had to have somebody in their camp--namely, in this case, George 

Lucas. 

VALENTINE 

Ludy. 

SCHULTZ 

Ludy. 



VALENTINE 

But they could-- 

SCHULTZ 

Ludy from Inverness. 

VALENTINE 

They couldn't campaign on taxes with him. 

SCHULTZ 

They didn't. They complained and campaigned on those two issues: that he 

had voted for the civic center, that he had voted for Frank Lloyd Wright as its 

architect, and that he had supported me throughout the campaign with 

seconding my motion. They wouldn't have been voted on if he hadn't 

seconded them. 

VALENTINE 

You took him down too, huh? [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

I took him down too. Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Now, Fusselman was also up for reelection. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

Did he have any opposition? 

SCHULTZ 

None. He had adulation. And the chief supporters of Mr. Fusselman were the 

Schultzes of Greenbrae. Now-- 

VALENTINE 

The developers. 



SCHULTZ 

Yes. They were among our best-qualified developers. Their work was very 

meritorious. Their development was meritorious. I've already mentioned to 

you that the son of Mr. [Walter] Schultz, Neils [Schultz], was Mr. Fusselman's 

appointee on the planning commission--which was wrong--but Neils was a 

decent guy and fair for the most part. But the Schultz money lay behind Mr. 

Fusselman's campaign in abundance: they brought in billboards and staged a 

highly organized campaign, which Fusselman had never had to have before. 

He was reelected, and of course throughout that campaign the civic center 

was the sore point. 

VALENTINE 

How close was that election for you? 

SCHULTZ 

Let me see if I can remember. 

VALENTINE 

I'm just wondering if it was a wide or narrow margin? 

SCHULTZ 

It was narrow. It stunned me. It absolutely stunned me. And as I mentioned to 

you, we had used a very modest method of campaigning. We had used a 

traveling slide show pointing out the improvements that had been made in 

the county and matters of solid merit. And I made no personal appearances at 

all at the coffee hours. Whenever there was a public meeting, I could defend 

my record very capably and did so. And usually the audience was with me. 

And Blair was-- You know what they did? This really riled me. Blair was a 

terrible speaker. They always picked a capable young attorney to represent 

Mr. Blair. So I was campaigning against Blair--in contrast to a young attorney, 

who was mobilizing all their arguments without real conviction because [he] 

hadn't lived it. There was one-- There's still a young attorney in San Rafael 

that, again and again and again, I have wanted to go and just talk to him about 

that campaign, because he's become one of the leaders in the county. I would 

love to, off the record--off the record--get the strategy. 

VALENTINE 



Well, you should do it. You should call him and ask him. 

SCHULTZ 

If he would talk-- He's so nice to me every time we meet, and he's courtesy 

itself, but he must have a little guilt somewhere. 

VALENTINE 

Do you want to mention his name? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, now, let me remember what it was. It was-- I can't remember it at the 

moment. 

VALENTINE 

So you and Marshall lost your bid for reelection. And Fusselman won. So it's 

gone from a four to one board to a three to two board in the opposite 

direction. 

SCHULTZ 

Right. 

VALENTINE 

We should also mention at this point that there was another bond issue on 

that ballot in June and again in November for the county hospital, and that 

bond issue failed twice. Because that will become important later. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes it will. And it proves my contention that the public won't vote for it, 

because it's spending their money. Now, we did have, later on, one very 

successful bond issue, and that was to finance the Marin County Hall of 

Justice. 

VALENTINE 

Uh-huh. So maybe they liked the civic center after all. 

SCHULTZ 

And that was the stamp of approval. 



VALENTINE 

Yes. I think you can interpret it that way. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

After the election--and you've now got about a half a year left in office before 

the new board comes in-- 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I do. Yes. 

VALENTINE 

--Mr. Fusselman made a motion to stop construction for ninety days to 

analyze the expenditure of money, because he knew it was a matter of time 

until he could get a majority on the board. So he's doing a delay tactic here, I 

guess. 

SCHULTZ 

Anything to delay, yes. 

VALENTINE 

To stop the construction for ninety days. What was the response of the board 

to that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, it was still the four to one board at that point because we were in office 

from November to January. And so for those months it was a stalemate, 

because we could really resist every step that was attempted by Mr. 

Fusselman to mess with our civic center. We protested, of course. 

VALENTINE 

Did you lose in the primary or was there a runoff in November between you 

and Mr. Blair? 

SCHULTZ 



Gee whiz. I don't remember. Let me see. I think that I did not lose in the 

primary. There was the final election in November. 

VALENTINE 

So you were not a lame duck for that long a period of time. 

SCHULTZ 

No. Well, really I was. Really I was a lame duck. Everybody knew that I was on 

my way off the board and that Jim Marshall was, too. 

VALENTINE 

But just for two months. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, November to January. 

VALENTINE 

So come January we have an inauguration. The new board members come in, 

so the new board is made up of Fusselman, Blair, Ludy, and hold-over is 

Walter Castro and William Gnoss. And it goes from four to one to three to 

two. 

SCHULTZ 

And immediately Mr. Fusselman resumes his position of chairman of the 

board. 

VALENTINE 

So he's chairman once again. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

On January 10, he's wasting no time-- Well, first of all, what did you do in 

January? Did you hang around to observe this or--? 

SCHULTZ 



I did stay around. There was an uprising of remorse and revolt in southern 

Marin. They didn't think I would be rejected. And it's like the one that 

telephoned to Mr.--the chairman of the present board of supervisors after his 

amazing rejection the other day. They said, "I didn't even vote, I was so sure 

you were going to--" [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

You can't take it for granted. 

SCHULTZ 

No, you can't. Well, a great many people called me to say the same. They 

couldn't believe it. But at any rate, yes. 

VALENTINE 

So you were in town in January. 

SCHULTZ 

I was in town. I stayed around. 

VALENTINE 

Well, tell us what happened on January 10. 

SCHULTZ 

Mr. Fusselman made a motion--it was seconded and passed three to two--to 

stop all work on the first unit of the civic center immediately. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. And he now had the majority to do that. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. And they voted to do it. Of course, Gnoss and Castro were 

horrified, but what could they do other than vote no? The excuse that was 

made was that they wanted to see if this building could be converted into a 

hospital. You only needed to look at it to know that it couldn't and shouldn't. 

[laughter] And of course, there was a great deal of protest. A great deal. And 

yet they were the powers. And that's when Art [Arthur W.] Hoppe, who was a 

columnist in San Francisco on the San Francisco Chronicle, ran a cartoon and a 



very derogatory column about-- He didn't use their real names. He called 

them-- He did call him "Fussy." 

VALENTINE 

He called them "Looney and Fussy and Blah." 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. He didn't use their real names. He showed them cutting off their 

noses. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Were you surprised at this action of the board? 

SCHULTZ 

Totally. It was so idiotic. Yes, I was totally surprised. 

VALENTINE 

You didn't see it coming? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, no. Heavens, no. There had been such preliminary legality in every way 

besides the rising building. 

VALENTINE 

Wasn't there a legally binding contract? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, there was. 

VALENTINE 

How could they vote over that? 

SCHULTZ 

That's something that I don't know. I don't know how they planned to get 

around that. 

VALENTINE 



Just pay it off? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, there was great turmoil and public meetings in Marin, and an immediate 

call even from his own district for a recall of Fusselman. [laughter] And there 

was an uprising in southern Marin, and a very vigorous committee was 

created to begin the recall process against Blair. 

VALENTINE 

Right away? 

SCHULTZ 

Right away. Right away. 

VALENTINE 

Now, after they stopped the work, was this a permanent stoppage or a 

temporary stoppage or--? 

SCHULTZ 

It was to be a temporary stoppage pending the decision of two local 

architects, two or three, who were asked to survey the building and report 

back to the board on whether or not it would lend itself to transformation into 

a hospital. And it took two weeks for them to do that. 

VALENTINE 

But even before they got the report back, they dismissed the civic center 

committee [Architectural Selection Committee]. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, you bet. [laughter] They were getting rid of everybody fast. And they had 

dispensed with the services of the [Marin County] administrator [Don Jensen]. 

VALENTINE 

Right. They fired-- Well, they didn't fire him. 

SCHULTZ 

They put him in a closet. 



VALENTINE 

Put him in a closet. 

SCHULTZ 

And held their meetings without him. "We won't be needing you." [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And then they abolished the position of county administrator, eventually. 

SCHULTZ 

They proposed to do it at once. Now, again, we see democracy in action. We 

have been wounded. And we have been prodded into a recognition that it's 

time for us to mobilize. The League of Women Voters did a superb job of 

mobilizing citizenry to get out a referendum. Now, the referendum had to 

have thousands of signatures, and it took a great deal of work. There was a 

former president of the League of Women Voters named Betty Rodman, who 

took the chairmanship of mobilizing this referendum committee. And I went 

to work every day too. We hired an office up in San Rafael and began the work 

of getting the signatures. And after what had gone on-- You see, it's surprising, 

but you can ignite people when you show them tyranny. 

VALENTINE 

What was the referendum? What did it say? 

SCHULTZ 

The referendum said, "To the board of supervisors: Reverse your action on 

dismissing the chief administrative officer and reverse your action--" Well, that 

was the single subject; they didn't try to combine the two. "Reverse your 

action or put it on the ballot and let the public decide." Well, they reversed 

their action right away. They knew what the public would do. 

VALENTINE 

But Mr. Fusselman was always saying, "Put it to the vote of the people." 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. That's before any decisions were made. [laughter] 



VALENTINE 

Well, getting back to the week in which the work stoppage occurred, Mrs. 

[Ada] Fusselman, his wife, told the newspaper that there were only twenty-

five calls on her telephone at home about this work stoppage, only three of 

which were against the work stoppage. This indicated a substantial public-- 

SCHULTZ 

Support. 

VALENTINE 

Approval, right. And Mr. Fusselman said later, after he'd gone out of office, 

that "There was a basket of vitriolic mail over that, but people don't 

understand the pressure that we were under." The county hospital had been 

closed, and he admitted that that hurt him a lot and probably led to his defeat 

three years later. But I want to get back to how the public responded to this 

work closure. 

SCHULTZ 

The public was indignant. Even the newspaper, the local newspaper, which 

was not always in a position of leadership-- 

VALENTINE 

This is the Independent Journal. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah, the Independent Journal when it was owned by Jack Craemer and 

before it changed hands. It opposed the stop work order, and it opposed the 

general trend of behavior of this new board. "The wrecking crew," they were 

called. 

VALENTINE 

They wasted no time. 

SCHULTZ 

No, they didn't. They were so elated at their victory. 

VALENTINE 



Now, the Independent Journal ran a straw poll. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. Yes, they did. On their own. They ran a straw poll to get the sentiment of 

the voters about the stop work order. And it ran highly opposite what the 

wrecking crew expected and wanted. 

VALENTINE 

Eight to one, I think. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. It certainly was an outpouring of public sentiment. 

VALENTINE 

And there were committees organized to fight the wrecking crew. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And it only took a week for Fusselman to admit that, well, I guess this isn't 

going to work. And they got everybody back to work on the civic center. 

SCHULTZ 

Among the forces that showed them the error of their ways was a suggestion 

by the [county] auditor [Leon De Lisle] that they be held responsible for the 

costs of the delay: they--the members that caused it. And they should have 

had to pay, but they didn't. 

VALENTINE 

Well, we finally got a five to nothing vote to resume work. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. [laughter] Unanimity at last. 

VALENTINE 

At last. 



SCHULTZ 

But it was in the right direction to resume work on the civic center. 

VALENTINE 

But I'm surprised Fusselman voted for that. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, think what the paper might have said about him had he not. 

VALENTINE 

So he's capitulated at last in supporting the civic center now. 

SCHULTZ 

He really wasn't-- He was simply bowing to the will of the voters. 
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SCHULTZ 

A unanimous decision. 

VALENTINE 

But a week later Mr. Fusselman suggests that the second and third phases be 

suspended or at least voted on. [laughter] So he's going out with a fight. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. 

VALENTINE 

What happened to J. Walter Blair? 

SCHULTZ 

As I remarked to you, southern Marin woke up with a start to what had 

happened and to what they had permitted to happen. And they mobilized 

immediately for a recall of J. Walter Blair. Now, we had had on our city council 

a popular attorney who all of us-- I was in on the planning of this recall too. 

And we chose him to present as the replacement for Blair because the law 



does require that. If you recall an elected official, at the same time you must 

have elected someone in his place. 

VALENTINE 

That was Peter. 

SCHULTZ 

You don't lose any vacancies that way. 

VALENTINE 

That was Peter Behr. 

SCHULTZ 

Peter Behr. Peter Behr had been on the city council, and he had also defended 

me one day at the board of supervisors to Mr. Fusselman when Mr. Fusselman 

was telling southern Marin how to vote and for whom to vote-- for J. Walter 

Blair. And up spoke my champion and he said, "We know who we wish to vote 

for in southern Marin. You don't need to tell us." [laughter] And I mean, he 

said it in a very stern way. It was a rebuke. 

VALENTINE 

So Blair went out of office. That's the first time we've had a successful recall 

campaign in California for county supervisor, wasn't it? 

SCHULTZ 

In the entire state. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah. 

SCHULTZ 

It was the first successful recall of a supervisor who had been in office only a 

few months. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah, at that point. So it was entirely over the civic center? 



SCHULTZ 

It was entirely over the civic center, the stop work order. Well, there was one 

other element that really ignited southern Marin. We used to have a whiskey 

processing works in Sausalito. And there was a purchaser who wanted to 

remove it and wanted it for a school site or something like that. J. Walter Blair 

went to bat for the barrels and the whiskey. And that really got a lot of 

adverse publicity for him. Because the people of Sausalito wanted the whiskey 

works gone, too. It was odorous. So they turned against him in a big way. They 

said he was all out for developers. And so they used that against him. So the 

combination of recalling him about the stop work order and his sponsorship of 

keeping the whiskey works combined to lead to his defeat. 

VALENTINE 

But Ludy and Fusselman weren't recalled. 

SCHULTZ 

No. They started the recall motion for Fusselman. Now, Ludy comes from a 

little ingrown community in west Marin where people don't mobilize. They're 

mostly cattle growers, milk producers, and that sort of thing, and they don't 

get agitated. But they had supported the civic center because of that moving 

show that we took around. However, when we met in Betty Rodman's house 

to plan the recall movement--and I knew how government works because of 

my years of experience as the advocate up there--I said, "We have to follow 

the law precisely. We must recruit the replacement for Walter Blair before we 

ever announce that we want to recall him." So our first job was to convince 

Peter. Peter no longer lived in Mill Valley, and he was rather a frail man, and 

he had to watch his health. He still does. He has Parkinson's [disease] now. 

And he's such a fine man. 

VALENTINE 

He went on to become a state senator, didn't he? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, yes. He went on to become state senator, a very, very able one. Well, at 

any rate, we chose Peter Behr as the runner-up in the recall against Blair. And 

at that point-- Now, this was in early June, and we knew we had a lot of 



campaigning to do. This is where I will confess to you that it takes a particular 

kind of stamina for a defeated candidate to participate in an effort to replace 

the victor. And I just couldn't see myself doing that. So that is the point at 

which I headed for Alaska. [laughter] I drove my sister Patty [Elizabeth Patricia 

Smith], whom you know I love so dearly; my sister Zetta [Muzetta Smith 

Starbuck], whom I also cherish greatly; her daughter [Betty Jean Starbuck 

Miller], who is my present surviving niece; and that daughter's two children, a 

sixteen-year-old son [Jon Emmett Miller] and about a twelve-year-old 

daughter [Sandra Jean Miller]. And the trip was to be for their education, for 

the most part. I had a specific goal in going to Alaska. I really wanted to see for 

myself why Alaska was the only state in the United States that came into 

creation without counties--districts from which its representatives would be 

elected. It was not to have any counties; it was just a state. I couldn't 

understand how they could function without separating it into counties that 

people would represent and that would probably have different problems and 

so on. I had always been--all my life--a student of government. And I had done 

a lot of studying about the creation of county government in the early days of 

our nation. So I had a specific purpose in going to Alaska. I also wanted to see 

the magnificent scenery. I was not deterred by driving on the new Al-Can 

[Alaska Highway], but it proved to be really an ordeal, because it was all 

gravel, honey. It was all gravel. But the beauty was there. So with my-- I had a 

Chevrolet station wagon that was roomy, would accommodate my seated 

passengers, and still had plenty of room for luggage. And besides that, we 

rented camping equipment which we put on top of our Chevrolet. So we were 

really loaded. We were really loaded. And we had the most wonderful trip. 

VALENTINE 

Good. 

SCHULTZ 

We were gone all of June and July and August, and by the time we got back, 

the election was over. 

VALENTINE 

And things had died down somewhat. 

SCHULTZ 



Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Now, the grand jury decided to investigate the stop work order, as I 

understand it. What happened with that investigation? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know. It may be because I was away and didn't follow that at all. I 

didn't know that they investigated the stop work. I'd love to know. 

VALENTINE 

Well, we'll have to find out. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Actually, the very first building in the civic center site that was completed was 

the National Guard Armory and Marine Corps Reserve Training Center-- 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

--up in the corner of the fairground. And that was done with federal money. 

SCHULTZ 

That was federal. 

VALENTINE 

How was that incorporated into the site? Who designed it and who supervised 

it? 

SCHULTZ 

It was incorporated into the site by the consent-- I remember I was very much 

concerned. I didn't want to let any of our site go. So I had to be persuaded this 

was a patriotic duty. That was when I said that it had to be inconspicuous and 



in a remote part of the civic center grounds where it would never intrude on 

what other developments came. As to who designed it, it was the 

government. 

VALENTINE 

But it was never part of Wright's master plan. 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, never. No, it was not. 

VALENTINE 

The first part of the master plan that was completed was the Marin County 

Post Office. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And that was designed by Wright. 

SCHULTZ 

It was designed by Aaron [Green]--oh no, it was designed by Mr. Wright. 

Aaron built it. And Aaron is replacing that beautiful globe. 

VALENTINE 

I hope so, because it's gone now. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Why did Fusselman vote against the post office? 

SCHULTZ 

I don't know. [laughter] He's just an agin'er. 

VALENTINE 



Okay. I'll quit asking. [laughter] Now, that was done in May and the Marin 

County Administration Building was completed in June and dedicated in 

October. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. On that rainy, rainy day. 

VALENTINE 

Did the building exceed the budget? 

SCHULTZ 

The building did not exceed the budget. 

VALENTINE 

Did the roof leak? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, the roof leaked. 

VALENTINE 

Well, that's evidence that it was done by Wright. [laughter] Puts to rest that 

theory. 

SCHULTZ 

That followed his reputation. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

Because there's been some doubt as to whether or not Wright designed that 

building, so maybe that's proof. 

SCHULTZ 

There is no doubt that he designed that building. Who can doubt it? 

VALENTINE 

Well, Brendan Gill raises that question in his book [Many Masks]. 

SCHULTZ 



Well, I never read his book and I wish I had. How does he substantiate an 

accusation of that sort? 

VALENTINE 

And other people have said they questioned whether it was Wright's work 

because it resembles the work of Taliesin Associated Architects--perhaps 

Wright was getting senile in his older years--and the tacky ornamentation, 

perhaps. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, the ornamentation that you referred to as tacky, mainly the anodized 

globes that are suspended by the roof-- 

VALENTINE 

The little gold balls. 

SCHULTZ 

Those simply were to signify the raindrops that we have in Marin County so 

much. We like them. There's not the least doubt in my mind that Mr. Wright 

designed that. 

VALENTINE 

Well, I'm glad that's on the record. 

SCHULTZ 

And it is emphatically on the record. Perhaps if I had time, I could remember 

some evidence of it besides the fact when I went to Taliesin [West, Scottsdale, 

Arizona] that he took me into the drafting room and had all those panels lined 

up around and discussed each one and knew so intimately the site and its 

possibilities and what could be added. We even discussed at that time a 

model, and I said I didn't think the county could afford to pay for a model. And 

he did it himself. The model was very important, because there are ever so 

many people unable to visualize abstractly, and they need a real thing to look 

at in order to comprehend what's intended. And that's why it was so 

wonderful of Harold Stockstad to take that model to the state fair and to take 

it all around Marin County. People had to see. That building was Mr. Wright's, 

and it was his final contribution. And I am so glad, I am so glad that our county 



was the one that had the vision to use that wonderful talent to design our 

county government building. All the other governments had passed him by--

hadn't intentionally, but somehow the buildings didn't get built. He had so 

many opportunities that didn't eventuate. But ours did. And in such a hostile 

fashion. 

VALENTINE 

Despite-- Maybe because of. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

Who chose the colors for the building, do you know? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, I do know. And I talked to Mr. Wright about that. The colors that are on 

the building are not those that were designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. His 

concept was that the roof would be copper. Well, Marin County could not 

afford copper roofing for such an expanse. His idea of the color of the sides of 

the building was that it be earth-colored, so it was to be as though the 

building had risen out of the earth and was crowned with copper, which 

would age, you see, and change color. 

VALENTINE 

He liked copper roofs. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, he did like copper roofs. And that was his recommendation. Other things 

that he recommended, none of which I remember at the moment, were 

negated because we were not a rich county. 

VALENTINE 

Well, who chose the blue for the roof and the red for the floor and the gold 

for the ornamentation? 

SCHULTZ 



Well, after the completion of the building and the time for the roof, they had a 

very difficult time finding a composition for the roof that could stand the 

requirements of the curvature and exposure and various other things. And 

they really had a problem. Aaron has mentioned this, that it was difficult for 

them to find that blue tile that goes on the roof. Now, many people have 

jeered--they have jeered at our pink and blue building, and they call it "Old 

Pink." The pink is really supposed to be an earth color, but perhaps they got 

too much pink into it, I don't know. I was disappointed in the final color 

combination, not only of that building, but of the Veterans Memorial 

[Auditorium] building. In the Veterans Memorial building all the colors were 

chosen by Mrs. [Olgivanna Milanoff] Wright. And I do like the blue that's in 

there. But Mrs. Wright did not choose-- It was Aaron and the other architects 

working on the building who had to meet a problem; it wasn't a matter of 

simple choice. They couldn't just go out and get something. They had to find a 

product, a commercial product that would fill the bill. 

VALENTINE 

Well, I'm glad we laid that to rest. Let me share with you some of the other 

criticisms of the building. Michael Graves claims that "It violates all fifty-one 

definitions of organic architecture," that "The ornament is not integral to the 

structure itself," that "It is not of the hill but sits on the hill." 

SCHULTZ 

It grows out of two knolls! How can he say that? And fades into the hill. That's 

a specious argument. 

VALENTINE 

What about the reference to the Roman aqueduct? How do you respond to 

that criticism? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I just don't think it applies. I certainly don't think it applies. 

VALENTINE 

And Charles Jencks says that "Marin has to be considered the epitome of 

kitsch," "is very sentimental and uses things in a phony way," "is successful 



kitsch, but outrageously funny, like a 560-foot Helena Rubenstein bowling 

alley with dripping golden bottles." [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 

I love that. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

I thought you might like that. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. I do love that. [laughter] Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And then Graves also says, "As a serious building it fails. Yet this failure has not 

received criticism because Wright is uncriticizable." 

SCHULTZ 

Well, you can't say that either. The poor man got it all his life but withstood it. 

And in his defense perhaps we should say that every element of the design of 

the civic center was approved by the client. There was nothing that was forced 

on the client. It was presented, approved, appreciated, and accepted and paid 

for. [laughter] 

VALENTINE 

And then finally dedicated. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, finally dedicated. I remember the day we dedicated it, because in the 

meantime, honey, there had been more unpleasantness, and it emanated 

from Governor [Edmund G. "Pat"] Brown. 

VALENTINE 

What was that? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, during the quarrel about the construction of the building, the Fireman's 

Fund [Insurance Company], which was a large insurance corporation with a 



great many employees in Marin County-- Somehow they'd established the 

hatred of the idea of a Frank Lloyd Wright building that they'd have to drive 

past every day. So the Fireman's Fund staff started another move to stop the 

construction of the civic center. And among their strongest supporters was 

Neils Schultz's father [Walter Schultz], who also was complaining about Mr. 

Wright's work in the Tokyo hotel. 

VALENTINE 

The Imperial Hotel? 

SCHULTZ 

The Imperial Hotel. He'd been over there and he said it was hideous. Well, 

listen, I guess everyone is entitled to his opinion. It's been acclaimed by a 

great many others as being a true work of art. And as a matter of fact, it was 

the fact that it had withstood that terrible earthquake that was one of the 

strongest arguments with our board--that this man knew how to deal with 

seismic forces. And we knew we had to consider that in Marin. But really, to 

me, one of the surprise delights was that beautiful pylon that reaches up into 

the heavens. And it was so practical: it hid all the chimneys that went from the 

heating system, and it also serviced the system of communication that the fire 

department had all over the county. So it had two very, very practical 

purposes and was beautiful besides. 

VALENTINE 

Well, it's interesting you mention the Imperial Hotel, because that was being 

torn down at the same time Marin was going up. 

SCHULTZ 

That's very true. And that's when Mr. Schultz had been over there and seen it 

and reminded us that it was being torn down while we start with the same 

guy. And so Schultz and the Fireman's Fund attempted yet another 

deterrence, which failed. 

VALENTINE 

What was that? 

SCHULTZ 



To stop our continued work on the building, and to cancel our contract. The 

Schultzes were powerful forces; that branch of the Schultzes was powerful in 

Marin County. They bought an immense amount of land and proceeded to 

develop it and make a great deal more money. Now, they were good 

developers, but they were very wealthy and they wanted to call the tune and 

they did it through Mr. Fusselman. 

VALENTINE 

How has the building stood up during earthquakes? 

SCHULTZ 

It has suffered some damage. None of it visible. And there has been money 

spent, too, to restore. There has been some damage, but very little actually. 

Nothing significant. 

VALENTINE 

Now, on the day of the dedication, poor old Mr. Fusselman refused to attend. 

SCHULTZ 

Right. 

VALENTINE 

He was going to be there but he wanted five keys given out, one to each of the 

supervisors, instead of one key, symbolically, to one supervisor. So that was 

his first argument. And then he said if you were going to be there, "the mother 

of the civic center," he didn't need to show up. [laughter] But he refused to 

say why at first. And then later, in a letter to theIndependent Journal, he said 

that it was a great affront to his self-respect to be accused of being a foot-

dragger and a grump-- 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] Well, well, well. He was a grump. 

VALENTINE 

--by the committee. [laughter] 

SCHULTZ 



He was a grump and it came out publicly. It was when Senator Behr was 

visiting with the board of supervisors when we were discussing the program 

for the dedication of the administration building. And Mr. Fusselman was 

there too. He said, "By all rights and appropriateness, Vera Schultz should be 

the speaker." Now, this is what Senator Behr said. 

VALENTINE 

That's true. 

SCHULTZ 

And Mr. Fusselman said, "In that case, count me out." And that's when we 

called him a grump. 

VALENTINE 

But he didn't like being called a grump and a foot-dragger in official 

proceedings. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, he was, nevertheless. He called me a lot worse than that. 

VALENTINE 

There was also an article in the paper a few months later saying that the hall 

[of justice] had to remain open evenings and weekends to accommodate the 

flood of visitors, that it was so popular and so many people wanted to see it, 

they had to keep it open late. 

SCHULTZ 

That's true. And we used to keep it open until the murder that took place in 

the courtroom. 

VALENTINE 

Yeah, I want to come to that later because we haven't got the hall of justice 

built yet. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. 



VALENTINE 

We'll come back to that. If I can talk about the 1964 campaign, there are a 

couple of important things that happened that year. You got back into politics 

and ran for California State Senate against Jack [John] McCarthy. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

What was that campaign about? 

SCHULTZ 

That campaign was based on two premises. One was that there wasn't a single 

woman in the senate. And the other was that the chair occupied by the 

senator from Marin was vacant all the time. So who is representing Marin? 

And I guess I have a very deep conviction about the necessity of women's 

participation in government, and it drives me. It's like having a-- Well, I don't 

know what it's like. It's like having a constant hunger for something. I had 

been employed by a builder from New York, Thomas Frouge, who came to 

Marin and bought the valley behind the headlands. And it was his intention to 

build a new town there, a model new town. A city where the people who lived 

there would work there, and therefore their cars would not be cluttering up 

our inadequate highways. He had a real dream, Tom Frouge had. I was 

unemployed and he came to me and asked me if I would work for him as a 

consultant on intergovernmental relations. I knew the cities, I knew the 

county, I knew the districts, I knew the water district and the sanitary districts, 

etc. And he thought that I would be very useful to him since, coming from 

New York, he was at sea. He needed to know who was who. He needed to 

employ the people--both the legal counsel and planning counsel--that would 

do the best job for him and be the least offensive to the county of Marin. And 

I really was worth my salary to Tom Frouge, of whom I grew very fond. I went 

to New York to inspect the things that he had built there that were being 

quoted in Marin as monstrosities. And I also visited eight countries of Europe 

looking at the new towns as a help to his consultants. So it was a blessing to 

me to work for Mr. Frouge, but it wasn't like being in government. Since Mr. 

Jack McCarthy was to be up for election again for the fifth time, I think, and he 



had done nothing-- He had accomplished nothing in the time that he had been 

up there. He was a baseball player, honey, and that's all he cared about--that 

and women. [laughter] And so-- I hadn't kept a record of his voting record or 

his legislation the way I had McCarthy. 

VALENTINE 

You mean [Richard] McCollister. 

SCHULTZ 

I mean McCollister. I really had the goods on McCollister. But with Jack 

McCarthy you just said, "Point to one thing that he has done." And you 

couldn't point. 

VALENTINE 

Then why did you lose the election? 

SCHULTZ 

Oh, darling, I lost the election for the usual reasons: animosity toward women, 

not only in the general populace but certainly up at the legislature. And then 

there was the very important one of finance, financing a campaign. He had a 

wealthy father who financed the campaign of both Jack McCarthy and his 

brother Bob [Robert] McCarthy, because that ambitious developer made sure 

that he had a son in each house. 

VALENTINE 

Weren't those brothers in different parties? 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, yes they were. 

VALENTINE 

He's covering all bases. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. That's right. 
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VALENTINE 

What do you think that women have to contribute to government and politics 

that men don't? 

SCHULTZ 

I believe that women see the service of government more clearly in relation to 

the family and to the populace. I think they have a broader vision. And I know 

very well they're less prone to corruption. 

VALENTINE 

Well, maybe they'll become more prone to corruption as they get more of an 

equal opportunity. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I'm certainly going to count against that. [laughter] I want them to 

demonstrate. I want them to really appreciate the kind of government we 

could have if there were no corruption up there. And there is so much. It 

seems hopeless, but we cannot let this last best hope on earth go because we 

capitulate to greed. 

VALENTINE 

Then why didn't you stay in politics and run again? 

SCHULTZ 

There is a certain caution about presenting yourself after too many defeats. 

You get the message. They don't want you. My interest was there and never 

waned, but I could see that it was a losing cause, and I wouldn't impose on my 

friends again. 

VALENTINE 

But everything you fought for on the Marin County Board of Supervisors 

happened. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 



And then [William] Fusselman was defeated in 1964 and all of his gang with 

him. Why didn't you go back to the board of supervisors? 

SCHULTZ 

I didn't even think of running again for the board of supervisors. Peter [Behr] 

was there and he was doing a splendid job, and there can only be one and so I 

never thought of running again. Even after Peter left the seat and others ran 

for the office, I didn't attempt to enter the fray. 

VALENTINE 

Well, let's get back to the completion of the Marin County Civic Center. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

The voters in June in 1965 for the first time in Marin County approved a bond 

issue to build a second wing in the Marin County Hall of Justice. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And that was completed in 1970 in January. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

And then in August of that year was the tragedy we spoke of earlier, when 

Judge [Harold] Haley was taken hostage during the trial and was killed. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 

VALENTINE 

What was the reaction, locally, to that? 



SCHULTZ 

To that tragedy? 

VALENTINE 

To that tragedy. 

SCHULTZ 

One of complete horror. And on the part of the local governing board, they 

shut up the civic center as tight as it could be. Nobody could go in there after 

the day's work had ended, and you had to walk through a metal detector. It 

was horrendous. 

VALENTINE 

Because that, in some degree, violated the democratic accessibility to the 

building. 

SCHULTZ 

It certainly did. 

VALENTINE 

But it was a necessary precaution because in October they had a bomb in one 

of the courtrooms of that very same building. 

SCHULTZ 

That's right. And it destroyed some of the beautiful woodwork; that had to be 

replaced. Violence and hatred were active. And there had to be protection of 

our building and the people that worked in it. Even to this day, honey, they get 

those bomb threats and everybody lays down his work and moves out into the 

grounds and waits until there's an all-clear sign. It's stupid, and I think 

sometimes it's just malicious mischief. But it still happens. 

VALENTINE 

The next building that was completed was the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes. 



VALENTINE 

We've talked about some of the controversy with that. And that was done, I 

believe, on the site that [Frank Lloyd] Wright had chosen for the amphitheater 

originally. Is that correct? 

SCHULTZ 

I'm not sure of that. 

VALENTINE 

Okay. But it was designed by William Wesley Peters at Taliesin [West, 

Scottsdale, Arizona]. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, it was. It was placed there--I mean, the whole unit was placed there by 

Mr. Wright in that master plan that he made. 

VALENTINE 

Right. On the lagoon. 

SCHULTZ 

With that beautiful, airy, tent-like structure that we never built. 

VALENTINE 

The exhibition hall. 

SCHULTZ 

I've always regretted that we didn't follow his plan. Well, we had to give ear to 

the vets; that is, the supervisors had to give ear to the vets, who wanted 

someplace where they could march. They didn't get someplace they could 

march except in a minor way, but it became a very controversial subject. And I 

don't know what Wes Peters's problems may have been with the vets, but we 

finally did have to point out to them that this money that is building the 

memorial is not veterans' money. This is taxpayers' money for all the people, 

and it is intended to build a structure to honor the veterans. But they looked 

on it as their own. They even wanted it distributed to them so they could build 

their own building. 



VALENTINE 

Do you think that building is well integrated into the master plan? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I never-- My personal reaction to the building is not altogether 

favorable. And incidentally, dear, it's faced the wrong way. [laughter] They 

didn't intend those silos to face the road; they were to face inward and be 

integrated with fairgrounds development. Instead-- I don't know how it 

happened. I don't know whether Aaron [Green] knows how it happened. I just 

never have asked him. And as you know, we've just spent a great deal of 

money restablizing the mud under that building. 

VALENTINE 

Why was the rest of the master plan never completed? 

SCHULTZ 

There are probably two reasons, the first of which is impetus, and by that I 

mean leadership on the board. The second is money. Now, there have been 

efforts of various citizen groups to stimulate citizen interest in building a 

museum. 

VALENTINE 

Using a Wright design. 

SCHULTZ 

Yes, and now we have a Wright design. That is just marvelous to me. 

VALENTINE 

Yes. Taliesin [Associated Architects] donated a design. 

SCHULTZ 

Yeah. We didn't know that then; we just wanted a museum that would be 

designed compatible with the rest of the complex, but designed by Taliesin. 

And in the early days, when I was on the board and development was going 

forward, a proposal was made, and in fact, Mr. Wright made a place for it. It's 

on his master plan: a small building at the end of the lagoon that was to be a 



senior citizen building. And so the senior citizens, getting ready to make use of 

it someday, leased two acres at that spot and paid a dollar a year for the 

privilege of being able to plan a senior citizen complex there someday. There 

were several very practical reasons why that wasn't a good place for a senior 

citizen building, and [one] was the fact that it was isolated. They were all going 

to have to have cars to get there. 

VALENTINE 

What's the focus of the museum plan to be? 

SCHULTZ 

I have no idea. 

VALENTINE 

I mean, was it about Wright or Marin or the civic center or--? 

SCHULTZ 

It's to be called the Frank Lloyd Wright Museum. It's to be at the civic center. 

Where it is to be placed, I don't know. I was invited to the dinner where the 

announcement was made about the gift to the county and so on, but I didn't 

attend. So all the information that might have been disseminated there I 

missed. And if it was in the paper, I missed it there too. My girls don't always 

recognize what would interest me. 

VALENTINE 

Well, the problem is that everything interests you. 

SCHULTZ 

It does. It really does. 

VALENTINE 

That's terrific. Now, there was also a suggestion in 1991, I read, that that 

center for the elderly be redone as a design for a homeless shelter to be 

located at the civic center. I guess nothing came of that. 

SCHULTZ 



Nothing came of that. I'll tell you one reason was that there was general 

objection on the part of the populace to making our civic center a homeless 

area. It was a homeless area for several winters, because they occupied the 

federal building there. 

VALENTINE 

Well, even this week when I was up there, there are several homeless people 

camped out on the grounds. 

SCHULTZ 

[laughter] There's a protest and there are some people out there making a big 

noise. 

VALENTINE 

So should you give them a shelter or let them use public space or drive them 

away? Where are they going to go? 

SCHULTZ 

Well, that is a serious question. And that's why they are not driven away. They 

are said no to, and they know they're not going to get to live there. But in the 

meantime, the county has taken steps to convert unused buildings at 

Hamilton Field [Army Base] for the homeless, and there will be a place for 

them. Last winter they put out a great deal of money to rent some dormitories 

at World College West [San Rafael], which is out near the Petaluma boundary 

and was certainly inconvenient for the homeless. But at least it gave them dry, 

safe, pleasant housing. Even so, they complained. So the new housing that is 

being provided at abandoned barracks that will be remodeled in a very 

beautiful area and in a very convenient location--that is the answer. 

VALENTINE 

I read that you once said that the civic center cost you your political career, 

but it was worth it. 

SCHULTZ 

It did cost me my political career. 

VALENTINE 



And was it worth it? 

SCHULTZ 

And it was worth it. 

VALENTINE 

How has the Frank Lloyd Wright civic center enhanced your life? 

SCHULTZ 

In countless ways. In the first place, I feel that my-- The privilege of meeting 

Mr. and Mrs. [Olgivanna Milanoff] Wright, of visiting Taliesin [West]-- And I 

deeply regret that I never did get to go to Taliesin [Spring Green, Wisconsin]. 

But the privilege of knowing them in a friendly way--not just in a businesslike 

way, but in a social way--was a great boon to me. I had been interested in 

both of them ever since I had read his autobiography [An Autobiography: 

Frank Lloyd Wright] and knew how extraordinary their conduct was. They 

were mighty interesting people. I didn't exactly approve--I still don't approve 

of some types of life-styles--but I'm I guess sufficiently liberal-minded that I 

don't condemn. In other ways that connection with the Frank Lloyd Wright 

Foundation and with our civic center has been that I have been invited by 

other counties to come and talk to their officialdom on how we did it--and 

what were the consequences, what were the penalties. The personal penalties 

were very high. 

VALENTINE 

Yes, they were. 

SCHULTZ 

But the economic penalties have not been present at all, except when we had 

to repair some earthquake damage. 

VALENTINE 

How do you think the Marin County Civic Center has enhanced Marin County? 

SCHULTZ 



I feel that it has distinguished this county among all the counties of the state--

and perhaps elsewhere--for the possession of a thing of beauty, which is also 

practical, and which will be a joy forever. 

VALENTINE 

Well, I want to thank you for taking so much of your time to share with us 

your memories. I know you've talked about them before, but thank you so 

much for sharing it one more time. It really means a lot to us. Thank you. 

SCHULTZ 

Well, I thank you for asking the questions. 
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