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INTRODUCTION 

When on May 18, 19 73, the first bursts of water 
flooded into Lake Perris, marking the completion of the 
California State Water Project, perhaps no man present 
was more proud, and justifiably, than Irwin Elmer Farrar. 
For no man had been more intimately involved in the water 
problems of Hemet and its neighboring townships; no man 
had worked longer or harder to effect the irrigation of 
the Perris Valley. 

Born to John Leander and Mary Ann (Brubaker) Farrar, 
September 29, 1893, between Somis, California and what is 
now the city of Camarillo, Irwin Farrar came to his 
expertise in the field of water resources in a roundabout 
way. Educated at Huntington Beach High School, he attended 
the University of Southern California and Stanford Univer-
sity. He studied law at Stanford, passed the bar examination 
and received his license to practice law from the supreme 
court of California July 27, 1916. 

Mr. Farrar practiced law in Riverside County for one 
year but closed his practice at the beginning of World War I. 
Failing the physical examinations for military service, he 
moved to Hemet, California in September, 1917, as head of 
the La Sierra Alfalfa Company. In 1919, the company was 
incorporated, with Mr. Farrar as president. He became 
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actively involved with the agricultural problems of the 
area, an interest that led him, from 1929 to 19 33, to take 
part in a study of soils and irrigation in a conjunctive 
project of the U.S. Salinity Laboratory and the University 
of California Experiment Station. In 1930, he became presi-
dent of the Riverside Alfalfa Growers Company. He began 
seed cultivation in 1925 and eventually specialized in the 
sugar beet seed, supplying the sugar beet industry of the 
United States and Canada. He worked with the Sugar Plant 
Office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture to develop a 
new parent resistant seed stock. The Farrar-Loomis Seed 
Company, of which he was president, was established in 1934 
to expand sugar beet seed production. 

The remarkable record that Mr. Farrar compiled in 
service to Hemet, Perris Valley, and the entire Riverside 
area, can scarcely be contained within an essay of this 
length. In addition to the above-listed affiliations, 
he was vice-president of Hemet Growers (1944-72); director 
of the Citizens National Bank (1952-57); and a member of 
the board of the Inland Division of Security Pacific National 
Bank (1957-present). 

He was the first and only chairman of the San Jacinto 
River Protective Committee (1944-46); president of the San 
Jacinto Conservation District (1946-55); first president 
of the Eastern Municipal Water District (1950-59); a director 
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of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
(1951-present); and a member of that organization's 
Executive Committee (195 7-present), Water Problems Committee 
(1951-present), Legal and Claims Committee (1951-present), 
Special Committee on long-range financial policies (1972 
and 1974), and chairman of the Special Board Committee on 
importance of water supplies for agriculture and underground 
replenishment in Southern California (1957-58). He was 
vice-chairman of the MWD committee that negotiated the 
state-MWD water contract of the California State Water 
Project in 1960. 

Mr. Farrar has received a number of honors and awards 
as well. He was cited for outstanding community service 
by the city of Hemet in 1965; that year, he also won an 
award from the Southland Water Committee for outstanding 
service in development and protection of water supplies. 
In 1970, he garnered the Fiftieth Anniversary Award of 
the Hemet Chamber of Commerce for "outstanding leadership, 
counsel, and guidance," and the Good Citizenship Award 
of the Sons of the American Revolution. He also won the 
Outstanding Citizen Award from the Exchange Club of Hemet-
San Jacinto in December, 1971. Other honors accrued by 
Mr. Farrar include the Legion of Honor Award from Kiwanis 
International (1972), a commendation by the Board of 
Directors of MWDr-(1970), and a resolution for service from 
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the Riverside County Board of Supervisors (1952). 
Mr. Farrar holds life membership in the Stanford 

Alumni Association and is a member of that group's Half-
Century Club. He served on the Board of Advisors of the 
Stanford Law School from 1955 to 1957. Other affiliations 
include Kiwanis Club, Hemet, of which he is a charter 
member (1922) and former president (1930); the American 
Society of Sugar Beet Technologists (19 35-65); Phi Alpha 
Delta international law fraternity (1914-present); the 
Sons of the American Revolution (1948-present); the Navy 
League of the United States (1955-present); and the council 
of the Water Resources Center of the University of Cali-
fornia (1959-64). 

He served as lieutenant governor of Kiwanis Inter-
national (1926-28); director of the Pacific Southwest 
Conference of the Congregational Church (1957-60); chair-
man of the Committee of Fifteen, appointed by the Board 
of Supervisors of Riverside County (1944-45) to investigate 
the need for a county-wide flood control and water conser-
vation district; commissioner of the Riverside County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District (1945-52); repre-
sentative of Riverside County to Washington, D.C., on water 
supply and flood control (1947-48); first president of the 
Hemet Chamber of Commerce (1919-22) ; president of the River-
side County Chamber of Commerce (1937-41); and general 
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chairman of the Committee of the Dedication of the Comple-
tion of the California State Water Project. 

Mr. Farrar1s record of achievement has been noted in 
such publications as Who's Who in Finance and Industry, 
Who's Who in the West, International Year Book and States-
men' s Who's Who, and Men of Achievement. 

In the following pages, Irwin Farrar recalls the 
critical personalities and issues that dominated the 
struggle to bring water to Riverside County. Mr. Farrar 
discusses his participation in water resources throughout 
the years, culminating in the California State Water Project. 
The interview is part of the Program's series on Water 
Resources. Records relating to this interview are located 
in the office of the Oral History Program, UCLA. 

Joel Gardner 

Los Angeles, California 
October, 1974 
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INTERVIEW HISTORY 

INTERVIEWER: James V. Mink, University Archivist and 
Director, UCLA Oral History Program. BA, MA, History, 
UCLA; BLS, University of California, Berkeley; Certi-
ficate in Archival Administration and Preservation, 
American University, Washington, D.C. 

TIME AND SETTING OF THE INTERVIEW: 
Place: The first two interview sessions were con-
ducted at Irwin Farrar's residence in Hemet, Cali-
fornia; the third session was conducted in Mr. 
Farrar1s room at the Beverly Hills Hotel in Beverly 
Hills, California; and the fourth session was con-
ducted in the Oral History Program office, Powell 
Library, UCLA. 
Dates: January 26, 27; March 9; April 6, 1973. 
Time of day, length of sessions, total number of 
recording hours: The interviews took place during 
the morning hours, except for the first session which 
was held in the afternoon. Each session averaged 
from two to three hours in length. A total of twelve 
hours was recorded. 

CONDUCT OF THE INTERVIEW: 
The interviewer had access to Mr. Farrar's personal 
papers and to a typescript of an extensive auto-
biographical memoir he had prepared prior to the 
interviews. Mr. Farrar was encouraged to expand on 
all phases of his career included in the memoir and 
was asked questions relating to certain documents 
in his papers. He was also encouraged to discuss 
activities which had occurred since the preparation 
of his memoir. In general the framework of the 
interviews was chronological. 

EDITING: 
The editing and preparation of a preliminary index 
were done by Elizabeth Farrar, Mr. Farrar1s daughter, 
in consultation with Bernard Galm, Senior Editor, 
UCLA Oral History Program. She checked the verbatim 
transcript against copies of the original tape recordings 
and edited for punctuation, spelling, paragraphing, 
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verification of proper and place names, and made 
certain stylistic changes. Mr. Farrar reviewed 
and approved the edited transcript. He introduced 
new material, but made few deletions. Statistical 
data was also checked for its accuracy. 
The preliminary index and edited transcript were 
reviewed by Joel Gardner, Editor, Oral History 
Program, who also wrote the introduction. Other 
front matter was prepared by the Program staff. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
The original tape recordings, video tape segment 
(April 6, 1973 session), and edited transcript 
of the interview are in the University Archives 
and are available under regulations governing the 
use of noncurrent records of the University. 
Irwin Farrar's personal papers (Collection 1127), 
together with a register, are cataloged in the 
Department of Special Collections, University 
Research Library. This collection also contains 
a tape recording of the Dedication Completion of 
the California State Water Project, May 17 and 18, 
1973, and other related documents. 
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TAPE NUMBER: I, SIDE ONE 
JANUARY 26, 1973 

MINK: This morning Mr. Farrar, we'll just begin with 
the early part of your life. According to your notes 
and your autobiography, you were born between Camarillo 
and Somis, Ventura County, California, on September 29, 
1893. Do you have any early recollections at all of that 
locale? 

FARRAR: Yes, and I've visited it many times since we left 
there, since we moved away. We moved from there to north 
of the little town of Long Beach in 1897, when I was a 
small boy, and that move was made in a covered wagon with 
horses. It was the only way we could move. 

But going back to the Ventura birthplace, this was on 
the property of United States Senator [Thomas R.] Bard. My 
father worked for him soon after he arrived in California. 
He came from Kansas, I presume by one of those cheap special 
tickets that the railroads were selling in those days. If 
my memory is correct, those tickets were as low as five to 
ten dollars per person from Chicago to California, and I 
believe that's what he took advantage of, and arrived in 
Ventura. Why he arrived in Ventura, I never knew. 
MINK: He never told you why he came to California in the 
first place? 
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FARRAR: Well, yes, he told me he came out here when he 
was a young man, about eighteen or nineteen, since he 
wanted to find a new place to locate. There was a great 
deal of advertising of the Pacific Coast, and especially of 
Los Angeles, in those days. He came out here with the intent 
of locating here and seeing the country, and after he had 
worked for the senator for a year, he evidently influenced 
his father and mother to move the rest of the family; and they 
also located in Somis, California, my grandfather and grand-
mother and the four other boys of the family. 
MINK: So you had quite a large family there in that area. 
FARRAR: And also they brought with them—evidently my 
grandmother wanted somebody to help her—a young woman by 
the name of Mary Ann Brubaker. Her family had lived in the 
same location in Kansas, in Russell County. My father evi-
dently had known her, and after she was out here about a 
year, they were married, in Somis. That was in 1892, and 
I was born in 189 3 in a two-story house; I have a very good 
recollection of that house, because I saw it when I was more 
mature. It was a two-story, early California house, located 
on the property of United States Senator Bard. That area, 
and the land of the senator, ran from Somis down to what is 
now the city limits of Camarillo, a recently incorporated 
city. Of course, it was nothing then but the ranch property 
of the Camarillo family, who were very early settlers in 
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Ventura County. I've been back there many times. The 
church which is located in Camarillo was built and dona-
ted by the Camarillo family; it's a very beautiful Catholic 
church. There were other families up there, old families: 
the Borchard family, as I recall, and the Hendersons. The 
Hendersons 1 son was my age—Edward—and in later years when 
I attended Stanford, he and I were in law school together. 
His father was a supervisor when I was a small boy, and Ed 
later became district attorney of Ventura County and superior 
court judge; we've always maintained our friendship all 
through the years. His sister was the county librarian of 
Ventura County for many years. My sister Elva was born in 
the same house in which I came into the world, and she was 
a tiny baby when we moved to Long Beach. 
MINK: What made your father decide that he wanted to move 
down into the area of Long Beach and Huntington Beach? 
FARRAR: His cousin, Chester Andrews, was the general 
superintendent of the Bixby holdings in Long Beach, espec-
ially the property that we'd call the Virginia Country Club 
area now and North Long Beach—the Bixbys owned all that 
property—and he talked my father into moving down there and 
taking over part of that land, the Bixby land. 
MINK: In other words, your father was going to purchase the 
land? 
FARRAR: No. My father, as nearly as I recall, did some 
work for Chester Andrews and also leased some of the land 
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in those early days. Long Beach, of course, was a very 
small town located right on the ocean. There was very little 
of Long Beach that was farther from the ocean than three or 
four blocks inland. I remember very vividly that my folks 
attended church in what was called the Old Tabernacle in 
Long Beach, which was about, oh, I would imagine at Cedar 
and Second Street, as nearly as I can remember. That was a 
sort of a cute little old building, built evidently for use 
of public groups, and our church, the Methodist church, used 
it on Sundays, as I recall. The first public Christmas that 
I ever attended was when I was a little boy about five years 
old. In those days, the churches put on the community 
Christmas tree. And I remember when it came my turn to go 
down and have Santa Claus give me something, I got scared to 
death and ran; and my folks, I guess, had quite a time with 
me that evening. But I remember that very well. Santa Claus 
frightened me. 

My father was associated with Chester Andrews through 
quite a bit of his life, and in later years they became 
partners near Corona, Riverside County, which led us to move 
into this county. But that's getting ahead of the story. 
After Long Beach, we moved over into Orange County, where 
my grandfather had meanwhile moved from Ventura County. 
They pioneered; the family—my grandfather, my father, and my uncle 
Jesse—pioneered the development of the part of Orange County 
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which is now the cities of Westminster and Huntington 
Beach. They were just small towns: Westminster was a very 
small crossroads place. There was a blacksmith's shop, a 
little grocery store, and an Oddfellows Hall, as I remember, 
which was a two-story affiar; I think it's still standing 
and bears the date, if I'm not mistaken, of 1901, when it 
was constructed. It's interesting that that organization 
had a band, and my father played the bass drum. That's 
where I started grammar school, at Westminster, in a two-
room grammar school which is a far cry from today. I guess 
Westminster today has a population of 125,000, and Huntington 
Beach in recent statistics that I've seen has reached around 
130,000. In the latest building permits that I've noticed, 
Huntington Beach is one of the fastest-growing cities in 
Southern California. The land that my grandfather originally 
purchased cost one hundred dollars an acre, I remember. My 
father and my uncle also purchased land, and that land today 
is now all part of the city of Huntington Beach. 
MINK: And this was principally for farming? 
FARRAR: Oh yes, definitely. In the days when we moved 
there, it was called "Gospel Swamps." 
MINK: Anybody know why? 
FARRAR: Well, it was swampy land. I don't know why they 
attached the name "Gospel" to it? but everybody called it by 
that name and referred to it that way, probably making fun 
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of it, because it was rather swampy land, with water very 
close to the surface with artesian wells very numerous. 
All you had to do was sink a four-inch steel pipe into 
the ground about fifty feet, and you had an artesian well 
of very high-quality water under high pressure. I've seen 
those wells, when they first came in, shoot fifty feet into 
the air. Now, of course, it's just the opposite. 
MINK: I've never heard this name applied to this area. 
Anything to do with the religion of the people around it? 
FARRAR: Not as far as our family was concerned. Westminster, 
which was the original community (Huntington Beach developed 
later), had two churches, a Methodist church and a Presbyterian 
church. And, of course, we were in the Methodist church. 
No, I never knew why it was called Gospel Swamps. And after-
ward, after it became quite a prosperous farm area, it was 
known then as the Peatlands, because that, in reality, was 
what it was. It was a decayed, vegetative type of soil and 
had to have drainage in order to make it suitable for agri-
culture. That was, of course, a great project in those days, 
the drainage project; and I recall that the Bolsa Chica Gun 
Club was a defendent in a drainage lawsuit. I have a recent 

article that was published in the Los Angeles Times in Decem-
ber of 1972. 
MINK: The date? 
FARRAR: I don't have the date, but the article traces the 

6 



history of gun clubs in Southern California. And of course, 
the Bolsa Chica Gun Club it refers to, one of the plushest 
of all, was started in the late 1890s. They soon built an 
excellent clubhouse, and the last time I was by there it 
was still standing. However, I understand that Signal Oil 
Company has bought all the property of Bolsa Chica Gun Club, 
for this property is very valuable; it borders the coast high-
way between Seal Beach and Huntington Beach. This land is 
also connected to the ocean by Bolsa Bay--which is really an 
ocean inlet—starting at what was then known as Anaheim Land-
ing, and is now the southern city limits of Seal Beach. The 
fingers of this salt-water bay reached inland some distance, 
and in order to keep salt water out of its duck ponds, the 
[gun] club dammed up the natural drainage of all the lands 
to the east of it. You see, the tides affected this bay, 
and the gun club's action had disastrous results on the farm-
lands to the east, for the Peatlands had to have good drain-
age to be productive. 

My grandfather was one of three men who took the leader-
ship of attempting to correct this problem; they finally 
won their point, and the Bolsa Chica Gun Club was forced to 
construct their dikes so that the drainage would flow out to 
the ocean at low tide from all this rich farmland covering 
a wide area. 
MINK: And this involved the land that your grandfather had 
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developed? 
FARRAR: Yes, and my father's and my uncle's land also. This 
took place in the late 1890s, as I recall, because I started 
to grammar school at Westminster in September, 1899, before 
my sixth birthday—which fell on September 29. After the 
settlement with the gun club, the countryside developed a 
series of canals to take care of the drainage to the ocean 
through the Bolsa Chica Gun Club's property and onto Anaheim 
Landing. 

MINK: Well, this would have been a great place for a boy to 
play. 
FARRAR: It was. That's where I learned to fish, in the 
canals. I had to make my fishing pole and find string for 
the line; I made my hooks out of pins. I remember so well 
that after the gun club became very active, I used to go along 
its eastern fence, which joined the property of the people 
in that area, my family included, and pick up wounded ducks 
that had landed on our side of the fence. 

This gun club was a very fashionable and wealthy organ-
ization, and I remember its members used to come down week-
ends from Los Angeles on a special car on the Pacific Electric 
line which ran to Newport Beach, its southern terminus. The 
special car was switched off the regular train at Bolsa Chica 
station, which is now a part of Sunset Beach. The gun club 
had dormitories where its members could spend the weekend, 
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and I understand it served excellent food. A lot of prom-
inent men—in fact, most of the prominent men in Los Angeles— 
were members of this club. As a boy, I, of course, didn't 
know any of them, but it was a very exclusive and costly 
club. 
MINK: You indicated that at least in one instance your 
grandfather's group brought a suit against the club on 
account of the drainage. I was wondering what was the gen-
eral feeling of the population locally toward this organization? 
Hostile? 
FARRAR: Well, yes and no. Of course, you can always get 
into an awfully easy fight over water, I've found, in Cali-
fornia. The fact that the gun club had closed off the natural 
drainage—which, if allowed to continue, would have ruined 
all this very rich land—irritated many people. Soon after 
the drainage problem was solved, I recall that my father 
and his partner, a man by the name of Johnson, were among 
the pioneers in the establishment of the celery industry in 
that area in the early days; and, of course, my grandfather 
and uncle also planted celery on their property. 
MINK: This would have been excellent land for raising 
celery. 

FARRAR: Oh, yes, definitely. It was well adapted to this 
crop, the soil as well as the climate. Soon celery growing 
developed to such an extent that the Southern Pacific Railroad 
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built a spur track from its main line to the east into the 
area in order to transport the celery crop all over the 
United States. During the harvest season, which usually 
began in late November and ran through the winter months, 
a trainload of celery would leave the area every night. My 
father and his partner operated a packing shed on the rail-
road near Wintersburg as a central business place for super-
vising the shipments and furnishing the packing crates for 
the celery. I used to have the job of unloading the sawed 
lumber, from which the shipping crates were made, from the 
freight cars into the packing house. I also helped make 
the crates. This was when I was in my first years of high 
school. 

During the growing season, I worked in the fields; my 
first job as a lad of seven was hauling celery plants from 
the seedbeds to the fields for planting by hand in trenches. 
The wagon was pulled by one horse, and shallow milk pans 
were used as containers for the celery plants, which, after 
being pulled from the seedbeds, were trimmed by cutting off 
all but one and a half inches of the roots and some of the 
leaves. This crop called for a great deal of backbreaking 
hand labor in damp soil, for celery needs ample moisture to 
make rapid growth. In those days, the hand labor was mostly 
Japanese, and we employed during most of the year about 
thirty to forty Japanese men, who lived most of the year on 
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property in housing specially provided for them. Secur-
ing this labor was done through arrangements with a 
Japanese boss, and I recall our Japanese boss's name was 
Y. Goto, an interesting and affable man, whose way of life 
was entirely foreign to me. I saw a lot of him and his 
men, of course, and that experience left an indelible impres-
sion on my boyish mind. These men did the field planting 
of the celery plants down the trenches on hand and knees, 
weeded the fields, helped with the irrigation, and served 
in the crews who pulled and trimmed the mature celery plants 
for packing into crates. This crop was highly specialized, 
and, of course, the farmers had gradually to seek rotation 
crops. The growing of the large lima bean had been very 
successful in Ventura County, and on trial, it proved well 
adapted to Orange County. Eventually, because of celery-
blight disease, the growing of lima beans gradually took 
over, for this was a profitable crop and took very little 
hand labor and only infrequent irrigation. 

MINK: What made your father decide to leave the area and 
to move from there? 
FARRAR: That happened my last year in high school* I think 
one reason was that it was quite damp there, health reasons 
for the family. There were three children at that time. My 
younger sister Ethel had been born while we lived in Long 
Beach. They wanted to make a move to get away from that 
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damp climate. (My grandfather, however, stayed in that area 
until he died in the middle 1920s, as I recall.) Educa-
tional facilities weren't the best. The family moved back 
to Long Beach temporarily and then to Riverside County. 
MINK: Then did you finish your high school in that area? 
FARRAR: Yes, I did. I entered the first class at Huntington 
Beach High School, the first freshman class, in 1907. The 
high school rented the auditorium on Seventeenth Street, 
about four blocks from the ocean, from the Methodist church. 
The Methodist church owned quite a tract of land at that 
time and had built a big auditorium. They had campground-
type meetings there all summer long and used the auditorium 
for the general meetings. They had a tent city around the 
auditorium. 

MINK: This is sort of in the nature of a Chautauqua. 
FARRAR: Yes. And strange as it may seem, my wife had been 
there one summer, because her closest girlfriend's father 
was a Methodist minister; one summer when Dr. Ross and his 
family spent about three weeks there, my wife was a guest 
during that time. 

This high school started in that auditorium building by 
partitioning off one section of it. It was very primitive— 
we had kerosene perfection heaters around the rooms for 
heat—but we did have an excellent faculty. The teachers 
were extraordinarily good. The principal, Professor Solomon, 
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was from Occidental College, but the other teachers were 
largely from Stanford and the University of California at 
Berkeley. They were excellent teachers who took a great 
interest in the individual. Of course, the student body 
was quite small; I think there were only about sixty. I 
got a very good education at that school. I'm not sure, 
but I think my father was elected to the board of trustees 
of Huntington Beach Union High School District about the 
time I entered high school. Then, my second year, we 
moved to a new building farther away from the beach, near 
the headquarters of the Huntington Beach Company. I went 
to that new school building for three years and graduated 
in the class of 1911. 

MINK: Huntington Beach Company would be the organization 
which had laid out Huntington Beach? 
FARRAR: Yes. That's a strange story. When Harry L. Heffner 
(who was later to become a very close friend and a great 
help to me in the formation of the water district here and 
in the protracted negotiations with the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California) got through high school in 
Los Angeles about 1892, he became employed by the First 
National Bank. Then the depression of the middle-nineties 
came on, and he was out of a job, being the youngest to go 
to work in that bank. So the president of the bank got a 
job for him with a cattle ranch in Arizona as a cowboy—a 
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long way from working in a bank. But he took it. This big 
cattle ranch was owned by Mr. Vail and Mr. Gates, a partner-
ship. They also happened to own what was later known as 
the Vail Ranch at Temecula. The Temecula property consisted 
of over 80,000 acres. Harry Heffner was a very bright fellow? 
and, of course, he was ready and willing to assume responsi-
bility. He became foreman and used to bring the cattle from 
the Arizona range by rail to Beaumont and then drive them 
down through Lamb Canyon to Temecula, where they kept the 
cattle in the winter and spring, using the natural forage 
as a winter range for the cattle operation before shipping 
them to market. And of course, they later developed quite 
an irrigation system on that ranch also, along the banks 
of the Santa Marguerita River. Harry was later promoted to 
be superintendent of the Temecula Ranch. 

In about 1909 or 1910, Mr. Vail died very suddenly. He 
had a family of three boys, as I recall, and a daughter. 
Harry didn't think that he had much opportunity in competing 
with the Vail boys as the partnership had to be dissolved. 
So he decided to stay with Mr. Gates, and moved from Temecula 
to Huntington Beach about 1910. And that was about the time 
of the beginning of the Huntington Beach Company, for it had 
just been started by Mr. Gates, perhaps a few years previously. 
Mr. Heffner's home and the headquarters were practically 
across the street from the new high school. As a boy, I 
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remember seeing him, for he had charge of all the operating 
end of the Huntington Beach Company. It, of course, owned 
a lot of land and farmed some of it, and was putting in 
streets and all that type of thing. 

Mr. Gates passed away some years later; but previous 
to his passing, the oil fever struck Southern California. 
And of course, you recall that oil was discovered on Signal 
Hill. Huntington Beach also proved to be quite an oil field, 
and Mr. Gates, in order to get into the oil business, traded 
the Huntington Beach Company to the Standard Oil Company for 
Standard Oil stock. Harry Heffner had been given some of 
the Huntington Beach Company stock by Mr. Gates as a sort of 
a bonus or part of his salary. The Heffner family continued 
to hold that Standard Oil stock, and still does, as far as 
I know. Harry Heffner's wife now lives at the Sands in La 
Jolla, which is a retirement home of the Presbyterian church.* 
So that proved to be a very good investment, and that's how 
the Standard Oil Company became the controlling oil company 
in the development of the Huntington Beach oil fields. 
MINK: That's very interesting, yes. I don't think many 
people know that. 

FARRAR: Probably not. But that is what happened. This oil 
development happened just after I finished high school; and 
shortly thereafter Huntington Beach became an established oil 

*Mrs. Heffner died in late 1973. [I.E.F.] 
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field. I kept track of it because my Uncle Earl, my father's 
youngest brother, continued to live in that area; and at the 
time oil was developed, he lived in Huntington Beach proper, 
inside the city limits. 
MINK: Then, later as a young man, you would have 
had plenty of opportunity to observe and learn how oil rigs 
are put up, how drilling is done, and so on. 
FARRAR: Yes. Of course, the drilling for the oil in those 
days was primitive compared to the drilling process now. The 
derricks were all wood; and, of course, while they used the 
rotary type of drills, drilling was in its infancy, and there 
were a lot of problems. 

But I have seen the discovery of all these important oil 
fields—Santa Fe Springs and Signal Hill. In fact, my grand-
father bought some acreage on the top of Signal Hill. He 
and my grandmother were going to build a home up there for 
his retirement. But my grandmother suddenly died in 1907 
while attending an evening service at the church at Wintersburg, 
a new little town that started up in this farmland country. 
My grandfather and grandmother, my father and mother, and 
my uncle and his wife were among the founders of this church. 
The church was founded, I think, in 1906, and she died in 
that building a year later; my grandfather, as I recall, was 
about fifty-two at the time. He didn't know what to do, 
so in a few years he sold his acreage on Signal Hill. It 
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wasn't but about three or four years until the oil field was 
discovered, right on the crown of the hill. It's very strange. 
But it was a beautiful site, overlooking the ocean. Of 
course, it's all still oil wells and still a very going field. 
So is Huntington Beach. You've seen the whole beach front 
there; North Huntington Beach is just solid with oil derricks 
and pumps. 
MINK: Yes, it's a big field. You were mentioning that a num-
ber of people who were on the faculty of the high school 
where you attended in Huntington Beach were Stanford people. 
Did this have any influence on your decision to attend 
Stanford? 

FARRAR: No, no. That was a different story. When I went 
to college, my father—our people being very ardent Methodists— 
was very much in favor of my attending the University of 
Southern California, which was then a strictly Methodist 
school and was sponsored by the Methodist church. As I 
recall, Dr. Bovard was the president. My father's closest 
friend, whom he had met when we were attending the Methodist 
church at Westminster when I was a little boy, was Clyde M. 
Crist, who was later given an honorary doctor's degree by 
the University of Southern California. He had graduated 
from there and had started his ministerial career after his 
graduation. He was a marvelous man, excellent personality, 
and was very successful. He became one of the executives 
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in the Methodist church of Southern California and lived 
to be ninety-three. And, of course, he influenced me to 
go to the University of Southern California; and to make 
his influence practical, he got me a job at the university 
for my tuition and part of my books. I was delegated to 
sweep the sidewalks around the campus every morning. There 
were three or four who did that. I remember living in Hodge 
Hall, which was just across the street from campus, and I 
had to get up every morning about five-thirty to go out and 
do my work, sweeping the sidewalks and keeping the place 
clean. In Hodge Hall, across the hall from me, Loyd Wright 
lived. He later became president of the California Bar 
Association, president of the American Bar Association, 
and president of the International Bar Association. And 
strange as it may seem, Loyd and his wife live about half a 
mile from me here, on the old property that Mrs. Wright's 
father developed, the Kingsbury estate. It's a beautiful 
home. I visited Loyd and Mrs. Wright not long ago. 

I also became quite attached to Loyd's brother, who 
was a medical doctor in Los Angeles, Clifford Wright. He 
was our personal physician for many years, remarkable man. 
He contracted polio when he was an intern at the County 
Hospital in Los Angeles after graduating from the USC 
medical school. And that man practiced medicine in a wheel-
chair for over fifty years. He became one of the authorities 
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in the United States on endocrinology, the glandular func-
tions of the body. That's primarily why I was sent to him 
in the beginning, because I had some thyroid trouble. I 
went to him for probably thirty years. He became a close 
friend, and his death was a great loss to me. I remember 
so well that he and Mrs. Wright invited Mrs. Farrar and me 
to Los Angeles, and that all the leading people of the area 
were present for their reception honoring Loyd on his elec-
tion as president of the American Bar Association. Loyd 
later held a very important post under President [Dwight D.] 
Eisenhower and also ran for United States senator in 
California but was defeated. 

MINK: These acquaintances all stem from your time that you 
spent at the University of Southern California? 
FARRAR: Yes, that's right. I also had the experience while 
I was at Huntington Beach which later influenced my life at 
Stanford. A man by the name of Hart was the owner and publisher 
of the Huntington Beach News, which was then a weekly paper. 
He was a good newspaperman. I'd been elected president of 
the student body for my senior year and had been the editor 
of the yearbook in my junior year. He wanted somebody from 
school to help him on the paper weekends and to gather news, 
the high school news, which he published in a column every 
week. So he gave me a job on the Huntington Beach News, 
and I spent weekends there doing what was necessary, helping 
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him and soliciting advertisements and what have you. That 
was excellent training. I remember I used to go to Santa 
Ana every Saturday morning on the old Pacific Electric 
train, meeting the businessmen in Santa Ana, and soliciting 
advertising, and collecting for advertising. That experience 
gave me a background, a good business background, with an 
interest in public relations and the newspaper business, which 
has fascinated me all of my life. I have had lots of friends 
who were in that business. Later on at Stanford, I became 
business manager and publisher of the Stanford University 
daily paper and held that position for two years while in 
law school. 

MINK: What made you decide after one year at the University 
of Southern California to change to Stanford? 
FARRAR: Two things: first, I wanted to study law—I'd made 
up my mind to follow that profession; and the second was 
that one of my closest friends had entered Stanford. Arthur 
Worthy and I were classmates through high school at Huntington 
Beach, and we'd been on the championship basketball team 
together. He went directly to Stanford, and I went to USC. 
But I didn't have any money to transfer to Stanford, and 
so I stayed out of school and worked a year and saved my 
money, enough to get me through the first year at Stanford 
[1913-1914], [phone rings; tape interrupted] 
MINK: During the year that you were out, what did you do? 
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FARRAR: Well, my family, as I related before, had moved. 
My father had sold his property in the Huntington Beach area 
and moved to Long Beach for a short time, about a year. 
While he was there, he was in the transfer and storage 
business and my mother ran a hotel at First and Pine. He 
had moved over there in the latter part of 1910. I went 
on Pacific Electric trains to finish my high school at 
Huntington Beach. Then my father and Chester Andrews, my 
father's cousin, bought property between Corona and the 
Arlington section of Riverside, and the family moved up 
there in the early summer of 1911, just about the time I 
finished my first year at college. This was a development 
project; I worked that year for the partnership of my father 
and Mr. Andrews in the development of the property, putting 
in an irrigation system and developing the land. There was 
quite a bit to do. In the wintertime, I had the job during 
that period of grading the land so that it would irrigate 
properly; I also helped with the planting of alfalfa. 
During the irrigation season, which started in April, I 
took over the duty of keeping the engine running that furnished 
the power to drive the pump. This was before the time of 
the deep-well turbine and direct-connected electric motors. 
The engine was a gasoline, one-cyclinder—quite large—and 
had to be started early every morning at daylight by using 
my weight on the six-feet-high flywheels to bring the piston 
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back against compression, so that the magneto spark would 
ignite the compressed fuel. It didn't always start on the 
first try, and many times I had to get help in order to 
exert more pressure on the piston, hence generating higher 
compression. The pump was, of course, belt driven, and would 
lift water only twenty-six feet below its setting, for it 
was known as a centrifugal pump. The experience I gained 
during this year was of great help later when I began my 
Hemet land-development adventure. 
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MINK: Could you tell me what it was that made you decide 
you wanted to go to law school? 
FARRAR: Well, that's a difficult thing to analyze—a young 
man's mind. I had had a lot of training in high school in 
public speaking, debates, and plays, and I'd read a great 
deal and developed a great interest in history. I had quite 
a retentive mind, a very good memory, and school was compara-
tively easy for me because of that. I inherited this, I 
guess; I don't take any credit for it. I think you inherit 
a lot of those tendencies. And so I read a great deal of 
history; and while I was in high school, I also became very 
much interested in Shakespeare and read most of his plays 
in addition to taking English courses. And naturally, 
having that interest in life, the study of law seemed to 
be a logical pursuit for me. A high school classmate who 
had been a friend of mine all my life was intending to 
study law, and his brother, whom I knew very well, was then 
at Stanford, studying law. Their name was Worthy. Strange 
as it may seem, neither one of them ever became a lawyer. 
But that's another story. 

As a young fellow, I also became interested in politics. 
My grandfather was interested in politics and he was a 
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great teacher of mine, and I adored him. He was a wonder-
ful, wonderful man. I think I have to give him credit for 
teaching me to read, too, because since I was the oldest 
grandchild, I used to stay with my grandfather and grandmother 
(a beautiful and lovely lady) quite a bit in the summertime 
when I was a little boy. My grandfather had always subscribed 
to the Los Angeles Times, which was delivered by a rural route 
in those days. Whatever he was doing, he'd stop his work 
when that paper came; and he'd get me, and take me into the 
house, put me on his knee, and start to read. The first 
thing he'd read were the sports pages. I learned to read 
by reading box scores of baseball games. He'd explain the 
whole thing and read me the story, mainly the results of the 
Pacific Coast League in those days, which was the professional 
baseball league out here then. (There weren't any big league 
teams in California at that time, of course.) 

I always felt that I'd like to study law, not only from 
a practical standpoint, but from the educational standpoint. 
To me, it seemed that the study of law would be one of the 
best backgrounds for life that I could possibly have. 
Because of these personal interests and my friends, and ; 
because of the standing of the Stanford Law School and the 
background of the college, and because I was a great admirer 
of David Starr Jordan, I went to Stanford. The founding 
of the university by the Stanford family also had a certain 
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allure to young people, and it was a comparatively new 
school when I started there in 1913. It had been holding 
classes then for about twenty-one years. I think those 
are the main reasons why I decided to go there, and because 
Stanford had an excellent scholastic reputation, largely 
because of David Starr Jordan. He was a marvelous man, 
and I got to know him quite well. Stanford was a marvelous 
experience. 

I had enough money to see me through that first year, 
and then I came home and worked the next summer. But I didn't 
know how I was going to get enough money to go back the next 
year, when out of a clear blue sky a telegram came from Fred 
Foster (whose home was also in Corona) telling me that he 
was going to transfer from Stanford to Boalt Hall at Berkeley 
to study law. There were some personal reasons he had, and 
I won't go into that at this time. But Fred, along with 
this friend of mine, Arthur Worthy, had become very prominent 
in the student body politics of Stanford; I was very close 
to both of them and had helped them politically. Arthur 
Worthy had been elected president of the student body at 
Stanford, and Fred Foster was elected as the business manager 
and publisher of the university daily paper. Well, of course, 
his transfer to Boalt Hall wouldn't permit him to continue 
as manager of the paper, and so he sent a telegram to me ask-
ing me to come up and take his place. Nothing was further 
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from my mind—I'd never dreamed of anything like that— 
but I packed my clothes and went. I took over immediately 
after I got there, organized the advertising campaign and 
the subscription solicitation, and hired my staff to help 
me run the paper. And through my close friend Arthur Worthy, 
who had been installed as president of the student body and 
the chairman of the executive committee, I was finally made 
permanent business manager and publisher. The paper was 
then called the Daily Palo Alto. It's been changed to the 
Stanford Daily. It was published five days a week, very well 
edited. On the editorial side, the editor was chosen by the 
student body. Between the editorial side and my side, we 
had a group of students, about thirty, who put out the paper 
every day. But I had charge of the contract for publishing 
the paper. I had to see that type was set up for the paper 
every day and proper headings prepared. I had to see that 
my assistants distributed the paper both by mail and delivery. 
I had to solicit advertising, and I had to direct a crew to 
solicit subscriptions. The paper wasn't subsidized, as most 
college papers are now through student body fees. This was 
a voluntary thing in my day, entirely voluntary. The adver-
tising had to be secured through the businessmen and adver-
tising agencies. (I was able during my two years to pay off 
a $500 debt and turn over a surplus to the next manager.) 
MINK: But didn't you receive a stipend? 
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FARRAR: Oh yes, I received the magnificent sum of sixty 
dollars a month. 
MINK: Well, in those days, that would have helped. 
FARRAR: Yes, in those days, that was a lot of money. In 
addition, there was a contractual agreement with the Southern 
Pacific Railroad by which they got advertising at a reduced 
rate and I got a pass on the railroad. 
MINK: Well, that took care of your transportation. 
FARRAR: That's right. And I also had a pass from the Peninsula 
Railroad, which was the electric line that ran between San 
Jose and later Palo Alto, with a connection also to Sacramento. 
So I had good transportation; and then, of course, as part 
of the job, I got passes to all the student activities, all 
the football games, all the lectures and entertainment fea-
tures . We had a very, very wonderful series of great artists 
that performed during the wintertime at Stanford, like 
Fritz Kreisler and men of that caliber who came to the univer-
sity to give concerts. That's the first time I saw Fritz 
Kreisler, and I was never as impressed and never have been 
as impressed with any artist as I was with him. He was a 
magnificent man, and of course one of the great violinists 
of all history. So my experience, along with the study of 
law, was marvelous training, with the newspaper work on the 
side. 

I debated a long time as to what field of endeavor I 
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would start in when I got through school. My friend Arthur 
Worthy was going to study law, but he wasn't very adept at 
it, and I remember I used to have to help him, especially 
during the "cram period," for examinations. Then he decided 
that it wasn't for him, so when he got through four years, 
he became a secretary of the campus YMCA and then went on to 
divinity school and became a very outstanding minister in 
the Christian church, Disciples of Christ. His brother 
Elmer and I had made an arrangement—a sort of an under-
standing, a partnership—that we were going to practice law 
together in Santa Ana. We decided on the building in which 
we were going to have our office. He was ahead of me a year. 
He was going to come down and start, and then I was going 
to come down. Well, when he got to Santa Ana and was about 
to start the practice of law, Pancho Villa began his rampage 
in northern Mexico and, of course, came across the international 
line and raided the territory of New Mexico and Arizona. 
President Woodrow Wilson delegated General [John J.] Pershing 
to stop the crossing of the international boundary into the 
United States by Pancho Villa and his army. Elmer Worthy 
had evidently joined the National Guard Company of Orange 
County—I don't know why, but I presume to get a little extra 
money and to get acquainted—and that company was instantly 
called to service and went with Pershing on that expedition. 
Of course, as history knows, they went into Mexico to pursue 
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Pancho Villa, to show him that he couldn't come into the 
United States and conduct these raids. That company was 
down in that area until Pancho Villa was practically 
defeated, between Pershing's army and the national forces 
of Mexico. Just about the time they were to come home from 
that expedition, World War I was declared, and Elmer Worthy 
and this company were sent to France immediately with 
Pershing. And so he never practiced law; for when he got 
back from World War I, he went into the educational field. 
When he retired, he retired as president of Glendale City 
College. 

But to go back to Stanford, I continued on the daily 
newspaper there and finished four years of college in 1916. 
Then World War I interrupted my life, and also illness in the 
family. Fred Foster and I decided in the summer of 1916 
that we'd be called into the service, because it was very 
imminent then that the United States would become involved. 
We decided to take the bar examinations. The bar examinations 
were very different in those days than they are now. We 
were orally examined. We both made application to take the 
examination, and we took them in about the middle of July, 
1916, before three members of the Supreme Court of the State 
of California, sitting in a bank in Los Angeles. There were 
about nine or ten of us who sat at the attorneys' tables 
before the bench. These three judges in their black robes 
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examined us, and I was scared to death. But strange as it 
may seem, the chief question they asked me during that exam-
ination was whether I thought that Woodrow Wilson was within 
his constitutional rights by sending the American expedition 
after Pancho Villa. My close friend had been mixed up in it, 
been a member of that army force, and I answered yes, I 
thought he had been, because Villa had transgressed the 
boundaries and come into the United States, and the president 
was within his rights to repel that and follow Villa's army 
that had made these raids into the United States. And I saw 
the judges nodding their heads. I think that's the reason 
I passed the bar examination, because they never asked me very 
many more questions. But that was quite an experience. 
MINK: Were you required to cite constitutional precedent? 
FARRAR: No, because this was just happening. This Mexican 
affair was underway; it hadn't been completed yet. That 
question had never been constitutionally decided. That's the 
kind of questions they asked us in those days, those that 
would try to bring out our reasoning ability and what we knew 
about different phases of the law. 

MINK: Can you recall any other questions that were asked at 
that session? 
FARRAR: No. That made such an impression on me because 
Elmer Worthy was in the expeditionary force, and I was quite 
closely connected with him. Fred and I passed the examination; 
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we were given our certificates to practice law. They were 
dated July 27, 1916. 

Also, while at Stanford, I took a great interest in 
all the student activities. My first year up there, I was 
a member of the first recognized basketball team of the 
university in the 1913-14 season. That team was recognized 
recently in the book just published by Don Liebendorfer, who 
was for over forty years the public relations man for 
Stanford on its athletic program. The Name of the Color Is 
Red is the title of the book. It's divided into sections 
on different sports: football, baseball, basketball, track, 
swimming, and so on. He describes the exploits of my team 
in some detail; and, of course, I can recall that whole 
season. The next year, because I got so involved with the 
paper, I didn't play; but in the following year, I did. I 
went out again for the team, and so I played two seasons 
on the university basketball team. 

During my college days, because I was connected with 
the paper, I had the wonderful opportunity to meet and know 
David Starr Jordan quite well. While I was there, he was 
in transition from being president to chancellor, and his 
successor [Dr. John C. Branner], who was head of the Depart-
ment of Geology, was taking over. I used to meet Dr. Jordan 
on the campus and talk with him, and became a great admirer 
of his. David Starr Jordan is one of the great men, I think, 
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in the educational history of America. 
The fact of the matter is, I asked him in later years 

to speak at a large meeting that was sponsored by the 
Kiwanis Club here, and he was gracious enough to come. 
He was past eighty, probably in his early eighties. (I 
think he died when he was about eighty-four or eighty-five.) 
I remember I went to Riverside to meet him and bring him 
to Hemet. He was a remarkable man. I always was very much 
impressed with him personally and because of his great 
intellect. He was such a friendly man, and he knew how to 
talk to young people. I think that's a great quality in a 
university president, a great quality. He knew how to handle 
young people, and I still remember so well the first stud-
ent assembly I attended at Stanford the first year I went 
there. We were all required to attend, especially if we hadn't 
been there before. He was the speaker. His main thesis that 
day can be summed up in these words: "Young people, Senator 
and Mrs. Stanford endowed this school and built these build-
ings to make an opportunity for young people to get an edu-
cation. Now, if we find any of you who don't want to take 
advantage of getting an education here, we're going to get 
rid of you and give your place to somebody who does." That 
made an indelible impression on me, and I lived to see in 
the years that I was there that he meant it. These young 
people who didn't take education seriously were kicked out 

32 



of school. Unceremoniously. There wasn't any ifs or ands 
about it. They were gone. Some of my good friends had 
to leave. We had a type of a student government as 
well as faculty government. The student government men 
on that committee were pretty good boys, but they tried to 
enforce the regulations. They were very strict at that 
time about liquor on the campus. Of course, there was a 
state law. But if anybody was caught on the campus with any 
liquor on his person, he was immediately discharged from 
school. And students were severely reprimanded if they came 
on the school grounds under the influence of liquor. I 
never drank, because I was athletically inclined, and I 
tried to keep in good condition. Whenever we'd find any 
boys coming on the campus who'd had a little too much to 
drink, we always got them to bed in a hurry, just locked 
them in their rooms. You know what I'm talking about. I 
remember one evening--this is a funny thing--I came home, 
another fellow and I, from a movie downtown, and here are 
these two fellows sitting on the sidewalk facing each other 
with their feet out and their shoes touching each other. 
They're having a big argument. They were both drunk. We 
listened to them a while. We had quite a time, the two of 
us, getting those two fellows up to their bedrooms and 
putting them to bed so that they wouldn't get into trouble. 
That's a lot different from what it is today. I don't know 
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whether today's leniency is good or bad, but it's different, 
anyhow. 
MINK: Well, since your partner—or your would-be partner— 
had gone to France, what did you decide about your law 
practice once you'd taken the bar exam? 
FARRAR: Well, I didn't know what to do. We had illness in 
the family. I had been tempted to volunteer to go overseas. 
A lot of my friends went over before war was declared, in 
the Red Cross and different functions. I just didn't know 
what to do. And I can understand the feeling of the young 
people today perhaps a lot better, because I faced the same 
thing when I was a young man. I faced the same thing again 
when our son was in Stanford in World War II. And I can 
understand the young people today and their frustration, 
because I was frustrated. But I didn't criticize the govern-
ment; I thought that we were doing what was best. As for 
the president: we'd elected him, and whether he was of my 
political faith or not didn't make any difference. He was 
president of the United States, and we should always stand 
behind him, in foreign affairs especially. 

There was a young man in Corona by the name of Herman 
H. Hoss, a good friend of mine. His father was one of the 
owners of one of the banks in the town. Herman had to stay 
out of school because of tuberculosis. As he got better, 
he took a job in Corona as secretary-manager of the combined 
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Chamber of Commerce and businessmen's association. I had 
seen him on vacations and used to go to visit him when he was 
in bed, and I told him what a great place Stanford was and 
how good a law school it was, and of the fine faculty. He 
became ambitious to go, and I finally took over his job in 
the Chamber of Commerce and businessmen's association. He 
had decided that summer to go back to school, and he's 
always given me credit for getting him to go to Stanford Law 
School. 

(Herman lived to be seventy-nine in spite of his 
illness. He graduated from Stanford Law School cum laude 
and was asked to take a position with the noted legal firm 
of Sullivan and Cromwell in New York City—a great honor in 
those days. Later he became secretary-treasurer of the 
Yosemite Park and Curry Company, which operates all the 
facilities in Yosemite National Park.) When I took his job 
in Corona, the city attorney, who was George R. Freeman (who 
later became a judge), had his office in the city hall. The 
city gave the Chamber of Commerce office space, and my room 
was next to his. So nothing would do but that I had to 
help him with his law practice, which was a very good break 
for me, because he was a prominent attorney, much beyond the 
city limits of Corona. He was a well-recognized attorney, 
especially in water law. 

MINK: Oh, I see. Then actually, you didn't intend to open 
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an office in Corona. You simply got into it through this 
other set of circumstances. 
FARRAR: We had the war scare and I thought anything I 
might do would probably be temporary. I didn't know what 
else to do, so that's how I started to practice law. I 
had an understanding with the Chamber of Commerce people 
that I would only give that job part of my time. 
MINK: What was Corona like at this time? 
FARRAR: Well, it was primarily a very fine citrus area, a 
very fine citrus area. I had worked the summer before that 
in a packing house for Chase Brothers. The Chase family 
had large citrus holdings in the Riverside and Corona areas. 
The Chase properties were later bought by the American 
Fruit Growers Company. All that area south of Corona— 
gradually to the foothills—it's all excellent citrus prop-
erty. Corona was then the largest lemon-producing area in 
the United States. It was a small town. It had two local 
banks—one of which [Corona National] Herman Hoss's father 
was part-owner and officer; and then the other bank, First 
National, was owned and run by the Snedicor brothers. There 
were two men practicing law in Corona, Judge [George R.] 
Freeman and Walter Clayson. Loyal Kelly had also practiced 
law there a little while, but he immediately became an 
assistant district attorney of Riverside County and later 
district attorney. But these two men, Walter Clayson and 
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Judge Freeman, were there when I started in. And, of course, 
Judge Freeman took me under his wing; I've always felt a 
great debt of gratitude to him. Walter Clayson practiced 
alone, and now his firm is one of the big law firms in 
Riverside County. Walter passed away about a year ago. He 
was older than I by about three or four years, but he'd 
been late in school; he'd only been out practicing for a 
year or two when I went there. We were always very close 
friends. 
MINK: You mentioned that the city attorney was quite well 
versed in water law. 
FARRAR: That's right. He was one of the authorities in 
Southern California on water law. 
MINK: So that this gave you an introduction in this area. 
FARRAR: Yes, it did. 
MINK: What were some of your first cases like? 
FARRAR: Oh, the usual type of cases in a comparatively 
small town. I got the cases that he didn't want to handle 
or couldn't handle. He handled water litigation mainly, 
which was quite extensive in those times, because this was 
the time—and they're seeing the results of it now in that 
area—when Corona was seeking and securing a constant water 
supply for all this big citrus area. Eventually, they got 
that water supply delivered through the Gage Canal Company 
and San Bernardino County. Going over county lines into another 
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so-called underground basin made a lot of litigation, and 
that litigation is still going on, really. It's quite 
involved. There's been an adjudication by agreement 
recently of the whole Santa Ana River Basin. However, 
there still is interfeuding between county interests; and 
the demand on the water supply of the whole Santa Ana River 
system became so great that it was necessary to import water 
from the Colorado River in 1954. And now, starting on 
December 7, 1972, the state supply is starting to be used 
in the Santa Ana River upper reaches, up above San Bernardino. 
I was at the dedication of Devil Canyon Power Plant when that 
flow was started into San Bernardino and the upper reaches 
of the Santa Ana River. 

All this started back in the days when I was a young 
fellow, all this litigation. The Corona Foothill Lemon 
Company, I remember, was developing land. It got its water 
supply from wells in Temescal Wash, which is a tributary 
of the Santa Ana River system. The Temescal Wash is the 
overflow of Lake Elsinore, and Lake Elsinore is fed from 
the San Jacinto River. And strange as it may seem, [Robert 
Hampton] the grandson of Mr. Hampton, whom I knew in the 
early days when he was involved in developing the Corona 
Foothill Lemon Company, serves with me on the board of the 
Inland Division of the Security Pacific National Bank, and 
his mother and I were classmates at Stanford. Shows what 
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a small world this is. And of course, I've always known 
his father, Lester Hampton, quite well. So I grew up with 
this water development on the Santa Ana River, and I've 
followed it all through my life. I've been very much 
interested in it and involved in it. 

However, going back, I started in Corona about the 
first part of August, 1916, and since World War I was 
declared in April of the following year, I didn't have 
much time there. But my experience in Corona was very 
interesting. Prior to starting practicing law there through 
Herman Hoss, I got involved in the automobile races that 
used to be held in Corona. That's quite a historic thing. 
Corona had one of the main lines of the Santa Fe; it still 
goes through Corona, as you know. At San Bernardino, the 
lines branch, and one comes through Riverside and Corona 
and down through Fullerton into Los Angeles, and the other 
one goes into Los Angeles through Pasadena. Both lines 
are used very extensively by the railroad today. The station 
in Corona is on the south edge of Grand Boulevard, a boule-
vard which is exactly one mile in diameter. It's a perfect 
circle, Grand Boulevard, one mile in diameter, and then 
3.1476 miles—is that the formula?—for the circumference. 
Corona, in those days when I was in college, promoted an 
automobile race using Grand Boulevard as the racetrack. All 
the big race drivers took part. The^ race usually was held 
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in the fall of the year, in the early fall. I remember 
one year I was an official scorer. Barney Oldfield was 
one of the participants; Harry Cooper and his Stutz 
Bearcat racer; and Claude Harmon with his Marmon auto-
mobile, made by the Marmon Automobile Company of Indiana. 
(Mr. Marmon's daughter, Dorothy, now lives in Riverside, 
and I know her very well. Her husband, Philip Boyd, was 
in the state assembly, served as chairman of the State 
Republican Central Committee, and was a regent of the 
University of California for many years. Mrs. Boyd's 
mother, whom my wife got to know quite well, used to come 
out and spend the winters at the Mission Inn. And that's 
how Dorothy Boyd became aquainted in this county, when 
she'd come out here with her mother and they'd spend time 
at the Mission Inn. They evidently also spent some time 
in Palm Springs too, for she met Phil Boyd down there. 
He was there:for his health. And by the way, Philip Boyd 
was the first manager of the Bank of America in Palm Springs, 
and he and his partner developed Deep Wells Guest Ranch. 
Are you familiar with that noted place? It's now no more, 
because it's all developed into residential property.) 

So those Corona races were held three years (1913, '14, 
and '15); and the last race was the year before I arrived 
in Corona to begin the Chamber of Commerce job. (My wife 
was a spectator at one of those races. She came with a 

40 



group from Hollywood High School.) I remember that at the 
1914 race, I was official scorer; it was very fascinating 
to sit up in the scorer's box. I had one or two automobile 
racers that I had to keep track of and the number of laps 
they made. 

Well, while we lived there, the race was cancelled, 
mainly done away with because of the danger to the spec-
tators. 11 had:-never paid; it was costly, and the prize 
money got too high. 

The year I was in the Chamber of Commerce, we did two 
things. First was the planning of a community organization 
to bring in a Chautauqua series of programs. And of course, 
that job fell to me right away. There was a park right 
near the city hall; we got the use of that from the city 
and put up a tent for the lecturers and performers. There 
were two events that stand out in my memory: one was the 
company that produced Little Women, by Louisa May Alcott; 
and the other was when William Jennings Bryan lectured. 
It fell to my lot to introduce William Jennings Bryan to 
the audience. Of course, he had been candidate for the 
Democratic party for president three times, and he had just 
resigned as secretary of state under Woodrow Wilson and was 
now on his lecture tour. This was before the trials in 
Tennessee—the [John T.] Scopes trials in Tennessee, you 
remember? It was before that in the winter of 1916. I'll 
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never forget that man. He was a very impressive-looking 
man, and of course his oratorical ability was known all 
over the world. He was one of the greatest orators in the 
history of America. 

I was frightened to introduce a man of that importance. 
We were backstage, and he saw that I...I guess I looked 
frightened; I probably was pale. I didn't know what I was 
going to say or how to say it. And he said, "Young man, 
you're scared to death, aren't you?" And I said, "Yes, I 
am, Mr. Bryan." He said, "Well, just remember one thing. 
I've got to do the work tonight. You don't have to do 
anything." That broke the ice, and I introduced him. 

Of course, he had the ability to hold an audience 
spellbound. I've never seen such a man. I remember when 
my father and grandfather took me when I was a little boy 
to hear him speak in one of his early campaigns. My 
grandfather was a great admirer of William Jennings Bryan. 
I never could see his political theories, especially econ-
omics, but nevertheless he was a great man. Recently I 
corresponded with his son, who lives in Laguna Beach. 

Then a:second thing that stands out in my memory of 
Corona was that the Chamber of Commerce decided to enter a 
float in the Tournament of Roses Parade of January 1, 1917, 
and I had to take charge of that. It wasn't very good, but 
we did get it decorated and we did participate. We used the 
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chassis of an EMF autombbile to build the float on. It 
was loaned to us by the garage in Corona that had the agency 
for it. I rode in it with the fellow who drove it, the 
agency owner. The floats then, of course, were very simple 
and inexpensive, compared to today when they spend thousands 
and thousands of dollars on the parade floats in Pasadena; 
of course, the crowds weren't as big. But I remember one 
of the rewards I got was a free ticket to the Rose Bowl game, 
which was held at what was then called Tournament Park. 
That athletic field was used by Throop Polytechnic, which 
later became California Institute of Technology. That was 
the first Rose Bowl game that I saw, but I have been privileged 
to see many games since, especially when Stanford participated. 
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TAPE NUMBER: II, SIDE ONE 
JANUARY 26, 1973 

MINK: Could you talk about your experiences as a young 
person with the Los Angeles Harbor, since of course you 
did live in that area during the early days of the develop-
ment of the harbor? 
FARRAR: An event of great historical importance in Southern 
California took place when I was a small boy, when the 
construction started on the breakwater that now forms San 
Pedro Harbor, more widely known as Los Angeles Harbor. This 
event occurred on April 26, 1899, and was attended by a 
crowd estimated to be about 20,000. President [William] 
McKinley officially started the breakwater by pressing a 
Western Union button in Washington that activated the dump-
ing of the first load of rock into the ocean. That's the 
breakwater that runs from Point Fermin out into the ocean. 
That was the original construction. This event was noted in 
the Los Angeles Times with a long article on July 15, 19 59. 
I recall the barbecue very well, with our whole family 
present. The Los Angeles Times article has a picture of 
the crowd. Then, shortly after that, I think in the early 
summer of that year, I remember going over with my family 
to San Pedro Harbor again. I was five years old; I would 
have been six in September of that year. We all went—my 
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grandfather and grandmother and my father and mother and 
the children—to the harbor to bid goodbye to my Uncle 
Jesse, who was sailing for the Klondike in Alaska. There 
were some twenty-five young men who chartered a ship called 
the Penelope, a sailing ship. The captain was among them, 
and I presume that the men did much of the work. 

One thing I remember so well as a little boy was that 
down in the bunkrooms on the ship there were big sacks of 
popcorn that these men were taking along to eat in case 
they got seasick. I still wonder if popcorn's a good seasick 
remedy. I vividly remember that; it's very strange that I 
remember that. 

But my uncle went to the Klondike, the Gold Rush of 
those years, and was gone for a year and a half. They got 
off the ship at Skagway, and they went up the Chilkat Pass 
on foot. There was no railroad at that time, as there is 
now. He prospected for gold with this group of men in the 
upper reaches of the Yukon River. But I don't think he had 
too much success in his gold searches, because he came home 
with only a few good nuggets, and he never would tell us 
whether he actually mined them or had bought them. 

I might mention that I have a painting in my home of 
Los Angeles Harbor sketched in 1903 by George Sumner Coleman, 
which is one of my prize possessions, because as a boy I 
always loved the harbor and loved the ships and used to go 
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over there to see them and walk around them and go on them 
when I was permitted to. So those were two very interesting 
experiences, the starting and construction of Los Angeles 
Harbor and this sailing of my uncle from there for the Gold 
Rush expedition. 

I always had a yearning to go to Alaska, and that's the 
main reason we went later in life to travel where he had 
been, because I was very fond of him. We got off the ship 
at Skagway, took the railroad up Chilkat Pass to the upper 
reaches of the Yukon River, and then took what I call a 
riverboat, with the rear paddle wheel, on the Yukon River 
and spent twenty-four hours on that ship. It was a very 
interesting trip and very barren country. At the end of 
it, we got off the ship and visited a house and garden where 
people lived only part of the year. I remember so well 
the flowers that grew there in the long summer sun. The 
delphiniums were six and eight feet high. It was quite a 
remarkable sight. 

MINK: How was it, after you were living in Corona, that 
you first decided to come to Hemet? 
FARRAR: I had been very disturbed about World War I, and 
then we actually got into the war by the formal declaration 
of war after the sinking of the Lusitania. War was declared 
in the early part of April, 1917. I decided that I should 
volunteer for service. Many of my friends had already gone 
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to Europe. On weekends, Friday usually, I would go to 
Los Angeles to investigate the type of service I should 
go into, and I was always referred, because of my profes-
sional background, to the officer candidate school. I 
took, as I recall, two physical examinations, but I couldn't 
pass the physical for the officer candidate school because 
I was wearing glasses and I couldn't read the examination 
charts without them, especially with my left eye. By then, 
I had begun to close my practice, and I decided to keep on 
trying; and so I took examinations for the navy, for the 
army, and for the marine corps. And I never could pass 
any of them on account of the eye test. 

By that time, I had practically closed my practice, 
and I'd sold my law library that I'd accumulated. By a 
stroke of fortune, I sold part of my books to, and became 
well acquainted with, Neil McCarthy, who became a very 
prominent attorney in Los Angeles, very well known. I 
just saw a notice of his death a few months ago. He 
specialized in the motion picture industry and had a very 
noted practice. On one of our trips to Europe, he was in 
Dublin at the same time we were, buying an Irish thorough-
bred racehorse (he was a racehorse fancier). 

I became acquainted—and I don't remember just how, 
I think it was by chance—with a man by the name of Paul 
E. Walker, whose father-in-law, the Reverend Horton, was 
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the first director of the Bible Institute in Los Angeles, 
which was built and founded by the Stewart family of the 
Union Oil Company. Mrs. Walker was Mr. Horton's daughter, 
and Paul Walker had inherited a considerable acreage of 
land in Hemet from his grandfather, who lived in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, and had been a very successful businessman in that 
city with a company that specialized in railroad equipment. 
I came out here with Paul Walker, as I recall, the first 
time in July of 1917. That was just after I'd been turned 
down for all the different services. It ended by my entering 
into a contract with Paul Walker for three years to develop 
the Hemet land he owned. He didn't want to devote himself 
to it and wasn't adapted to it, evidently. 

My father was operating rather 'extensively at that time 
in the Corona area to which we'd moved in 1912 and also had 
had an operation in Perris Valley. He had sold the property 
in Perris Valley and still had some equipment there; and I 
guess that turned the tide, because I took that equipment 
over and moved it here. I started operating here September 
1, 1917. I began making preparation to develop this land, 
which encompassed the development of an irrigation system, 
the engineering of pipelines, and the grading of the land 
for irrigation. 

My first place of abode was an old galvanized-iron pump-
house that housed an electric motor and a belt-driven pump 
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that Paul Walker had put in as an experiment, practically 
the only one on the whole property. I lived in that old 
pumphouse that was exposed on the south end to the weather, 
only a three-sided house. All I had in there was a cot and 
a suitcase and a chair to hang my clothes on, and that's 
where I lived for three months. I got much of the land 
ready in September and early October and started to plant 
fields to alfalfa in the late part of October and early 
November. During the three months, I got about a third of 
the land ready. I had quite extensive equipment. All the 
grading work done then was with horses and mules and Fresno 
scrapers. The cement pipe laid at that time was made by 
hand. In other words, the contractor had the cement forms; 
then the mixture of cement, sand, and water was made and 
this mixture was poured into the forms and tamped together 
with hand tamps. Men tamped the wet cement with a heavy 
tamp made out of cast iron, which weighed probably about 
ten pounds. The pipe was all right where there was no pres-
sure on it, but it didn't last too long; it deteriorated 
rather soon. Machine-made pipe took its place in about ten 
or twelve years. I had to develop wells, drill wells, put 
in pumps, and secure machinery of all kinds. 

I had previously met a young lady from Los Angeles at 
my parents, with whom I was living while I was practicing 
law in Corona. My sister Ethel was attending UCLA when it 
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was on the campus on Vermont Avenue. This young lady had 
finished her schooling there in 1916 in the teacher-training 
department in the kindergarten section and had the good 
fortune while she was there to be a student under Madame 
Montessori for a month. The kindergarten school on that 
campus was rated as one of the best in the United States, 
with an excellent kindergarten teacher-training program. 
After finishing school, she had taken the examination for 
the Los Angeles City Schools system and had been accepted, 
but she was called then to Reno, Nevada, to take care of her 
oldest brother, Claude, who'd been in a serious accident. 
He was employed by a company called the Western Ore Purchasing 
Company. They bought and distributed ore products from 
various types of mines. She came back to Los Angeles after 
her brother was able to go back to work, in January of 1917, 
and my sister brought her to our family home soon after. 
They'd become acquainted because my sister lived in the 
apartment house :for students that this young lady's mother 
and father built and owned and her mother operated. Her 
name was Lois Barbara Peebles. It was love at first sight, 
because we were very compatible and she was a lovely, talented 
young lady. While I was practicing law in early 1917, I 
used to go to Los Angeles to see her, and she came out occa-
sionally to spend weekends at our home. We became engaged 
that summer. 
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Then, after I arrived in Hemet, I had to have an auto-
mobile, and I remember the first car I owned was a Hupmobile. 
"Underslung," they called the model. I used to drive to 
Los Angeles every weekend; and finally, at her mother's 
concerned insistence, we set our wedding ahead and were 
married on November 28, 1917, at Lois's home. We started 
our home in Hemet December 1, 1917, in a rented house located 
at Buena Vista and Central. We were fortunate to get a 
house that was well furnished. The house is still standing, 
still a very nice home today. The astounding thing about it 
that I still remember is that the rent was only thirty-five 
dollars a month. We were very happy here. 

What a fortunate man I have been to have lived fifty-
three years of devoted, happy married life with Lois, all of 
which we spent in the Hemet area. Lois was the perfect home-
maker, a loving intelligent mother, a genius at interior 
decorating, and an accomplished pianist. She did far more 
than her share in community and church activities, as secre-
tary of the Hemet Woman's Club, sponsor of the Junior Woman's 
Club, charter member of the Hemet Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, president of Chapter AS, PEO 
Sisterhood, always active in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 
She is the one largely responsible for any success we had, 
for she was steadfast and had remarkable, good common sense; 
and through all the ups and downs, she never lost confidence 
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in me or our future and what we were trying to accomplish; 
yet she possessed a wonderful sense of humor. She passed 
away on June 3, 1970, and now it is her faith and ideals 
that keep me going. 

Our two children, Mary Elizabeth and Robert Irwin, 
graduated from Stanford University after finishing high 
school. The most trying time of our lives together was 
when we had to face her serious illness early in 1970. 
Through it all, her courage and bravery never faltered, 
and she kept me from falling apart. Her Christian heritage 
and firm belief that there is life beyond this earthly 
existence never wavered. 

One of the most difficult decisions I ever had to make 
was to have the beautiful poems she composed, and entrusted 
to me alone, put in printed form. Not even either of our 
two children knew she possessed this gift. The booklet, 
Happiness and Other Poemst by Lois Peebles Farrar, tells 
more of her than any words of mine. 

Lois was the only girl, with three brothers. Her 
father and mother were a devoted, charming couple. The 
family had moved to Los Angeles from Portsmouth, Ohio, in 
1906, where Lois finished grammar school. She graduated 
from Hollywood High School in 1914. 

Of course, I continued with the development of the 
La Sierra Ranch. Paul Walker had got involved more deeply 
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financially. Eventually it so happened that I became the 
owner of all that property that I had developed, and more, 
too. 
MINK: How did that happen? 
FARRAR: Paul had borrowed money on this property, evidently, 
to live on. It got so that he couldn't pay the interest and 
couldn't pay the taxes; and, as I recall, the bank and others 
that he borrowed money from kept pushing him for payment. 
In the early twenties, a sort of a depression .hit, right 
after the end of World War I. I was talked into taking over 
some of his obligations and assuming other obligations; and 
with very little money, I got possession of the property 
and title to it. 
MINK: Did he talk you into this? 
FARRAR: No. The man who was running the First National 
Bank—there were two banks here, the Farmers and Merchants 
and the First National—came to like me, and he urged me 
eventually to take over this property. I bought other 
property that was contiguous to it, and eventually before 
I sold, I had a pretty large operation for those days. 

I had become very active here in Hemet as a young man; 
since I had newspaper and chamber of commerce experience, 
in 1919 I was one of the people who were instrumental in 
organizing the Hemet Valley Chamber of Commerce right after 
the end of World War I. I think we held the first organ-
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izational meeting in September of 1919. This area seemed 
to have quite a lot of promise. It was in those days a 
beautiful valley; it still is, but of course, the population 
was rather limited. Since I was involved here and getting 
more deeply involved all the time, I could see great promise 
here for this area and its development, and we thought we 
had to have a chamber of commerce to sort of bring all the 
efforts together under one roof, through use of promotion and 
building up this area in the right way. I was first president 
of that organization for two and a half years. An interesting 
outcome of this Chamber of Commerce was not only that it 
was highly successful, but, in those times, for our first 
budget we raised $10,000, in the first year's operation. 
MINK: Simply from contributions from business people? 
FARRAR: Yes. And as a result, the Chamber of Commerce 
organization searched for some method to publicize this 
valley without cost. We came upon the idea of the story 
of Ramona. Helen Hunt Jackson had been here and had done 
most of her research when living with a woman by the name 
of Mrs. C.J. Jordan in San Jacinto. She had published her 
book in 1884. It proved to be very popular in taking up 
the cause of the American Indian. We chose the book because 
we knew that the locale of Ramona was partially here. The 
official records of the San Jacinto judicial township had 
the actual arrest of the man who killed an Indian here with-
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out provocation; the Indian had had a little too much to 
drink and had stolen his horse. Without consulting any-
body, Sam Temple just killed Juan Diego. He was arrested 
and tried in San Jacinto justice court and was freed. I 
don't know whether he had any actual trial or not, but he 
was freed, the records show, and it was upon that happening 
that Mrs. Jackson started her research for the story of 
Ramona. Well, we ran into the difficulty of getting the 
copyright owners, Little, Brown and Company, to give us 
the authority to produce this play. 

MINK: That was really a workout, trying to get them to do 
that? 
FARRAR: Yes, we raised money and sent a man from Hemet to 
Boston, who conferred with the company and finally arrived 
at an agreement because he showed them that we were doing 
it as a community project. We also got them to agree to 
allow us to produce the play without any royalty charges 
whatever. 
MINK: Yes, it would mean that the copyright to Helen Hunt 
Jackson and her heirs would still be in force in 1917. 
FARRAR: Little, Brown and Company had the authority to 
reach an agreement with us, for they were the original 
publishers. 
MINK: I wonder if you could tell me who, if you know, 
first really had the idea of using this. 
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FARRAR: Well, there were two of us that had this idea— 
well, really three. There was Oliver Percival, who was 
the owner of the laundry here, and also had control of a 
gas plant that manufactured gas locally to distribute in 
Hemet; and Burdette Raynor, who was the second secretary 
of the Chamber of Commerce; and I who had this idea. 
MINK: Well, somebody must have been the first one to think 
of it. 
FARRAR: The original thinking was to get some means of 
attracting people to the area, and we thought a play would 
be a good thing. Now, Garnet Holme, whom we employed later 
to do this job for us, had produced something of this kind 
in Northern California. We had heard of it, and the Ramona 
story just fitted in with the idea. Then, of course, having 
that idea wasn't sufficient; we had to have a place to 
produce it. Oliver Percival and a friend of his were out 
walking in the foothills south of my home here, practically 
due south (you take the next street, Columbia, and you go 
right up to the Ramona Bowl) and somehow they got separated. 
One was walking on the south side of the canyon and one on 
the north side of the canyon, but they could talk to each 
other across the canyon in an ordinary voice. Percy came 
back all enthused that he'd found the place where the play 
could be produced. So after we got the rights from Little, 
Brown to produce this play, we contracted with^Garnet Holme, 
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and he wrote the play. 
MINK: Did he come here? 
FARRAR: Yes, he came here and wrote the play. 
MINK: Did he do research? 
FARRAR: Yes, he did research and used the book as the main 
background; and he wrote the play, putting into dramatic 
language the conversation of the book. We hired him not only 
to write the play but also to direct it. We leased the land 
out there with the canyon with the excellent acoustics, and 
the first production was in 1923. We held it on, I think, 
three days—Friday, Saturday, and Sunday in the latter part 
of April or the first of May. We put up a temporary stage 
on the south side of the canyon and the audience was on the 
north side. There were no seats. People watched the produc-
tion seated on blankets or rocks, what have you. We had 
about 2,300 to 2,500 people at the first production, and we 
took in enough money to pay the costs. But we had to 
guarantee expenses to Garnet Holme, and so we solicited 
people on a guarantee; people signed a guarantee of $25 
apiece to insure that expenses would be paid. No guarantees 
were ever collected. The production always took care of 
itself financially. That's how the Ramona play got started. 

Burdette Raynor, as I say, was secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce. I resigned as president of the Chamber 
of Commerce in 1921. Oliver Percival succeeded me, and we 
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kept on with this idea until we got it underway, for I still 
stayed on the board of directors. I was appointed by the 
Chamber of Commerce to serve on the first executive committee 
that had charge of the play, and I served five years. I was 
the first person in charge of publicity and public relations. 
MINK: What kind of work did you do to promote it? 
FARRAR: Well, it seems strange today to think of it, but 
it did the job. Of course, we hired a publicity man; as I 
remember, he had his headquarters in Hollywood. He made 
contacts with the newspapers. We had a speaker's bureau 
which I headed and for which I did some of the speaking, 
going around talking to schools and service clubs and that 
type thing, all over Southern California. Then we did two 
other things which were quite unusual. We scoured the 
country, and we bought a team of oxen, and we built an oxcart. 
We put the oxen in a trailer and the oxcart in a truck and 
took them around. And when we'd get to the outskirts of a 
town, we'd unload the cart and the oxen and hitch them up 
and drive through the town. It attracted a lot of attention 
and gave us a lot of good publicity. 
MINK: How far-spread was this? 

FARRAR: Practically all over this county, Los Angeles, 
Orange County and San Bernardino County, San Diego. All 
around. 
MINK: Did you go up as far as Santa Barbara and Ventura? 
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FARRAR: No, I don't think we went that far. Then a second 
thing that we did: the Orange Show was in its beginning 
years at San Bernardino. It's still going, still running. 
It has a big plant over there. It was my job to employ 
Ramona Lugo, the Indian woman who was actually the wife of 
the Indian who was shot and killed as a horse thief and for 
whom the novel was named. She lived on the reservation up 
at Aguanga; I made the first contact with her and employed 
her to go to the Orange Show with a lady who saw that she 
was taken care of and her physical needs met. She didn't 
speak very good English. 
MINK: She spoke Spanish? 
FARRAR: Yes, and Indian, the Mission Indian dialect. She 
stayed there during the ten days of the Orange Show and 
publicized the play in the beginning years in that way. We 
had excellent success. Of course, now the play is known all 
over the world, and we have a theater that seats 6,600 in 
reserved seats, a permanent stage, a water system and land-
scaping. We have parking* ample parking, for all the people 
that come in automobiles. We have a permanent office, and 
in addition we have the Ramona Museum, which has a lot 
of memorabilia of the old era about the book and how it 
developed and all that. 
MINK: In recent times, have you experienced any problem 
in putting [on the Ramona Pageant] where you had youth 
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problems, you know? 
FARRAR: No. You mean trouble with young people? 
MINK: Yes, right. 
FARRAR: No, no, we haven't. We never had any trouble at 
all. It is put on in a very high-class way. One thing that 
I think allowed us not to have any trouble is that it's a 
voluntary, community type of thing, and it is quite unusu-
al how the play is handled now; it's a corporation that is 
owned by the community. The directors are appointed by the 
Hemet Chamber of Commerce and the San Jacinto Chamber of 
Commerce. It's a separate entity, and the board of directors 
has complete authority. But the play does produce a dividend 
every year, and of that dividend 60% goes to the Hemet 
Chamber of Commerce and 40% to the San Jacinto Chamber of 
Commerce. The people who are paid in the play include only 
the director and the three leads—Ramona, Alessandro, and 
the Senora, the Spanish mother, the mother of Felipe. All 
the other parts are taken locally, and people take these 
without pay. It's quite an arduous task, because the rehear-
sals start in January. The cast is being chosen right now 
for this year's production; not only the leads, but all the 
other parts in the cast. The play takes 300 people to produce: 
all the parts in the play, backstage, the music, and the 
dances, and so on. So it's quite a production. By keeping 
it on an "amateur," so-called, level, we get young people 
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into it; the young people take quite a part in it. The high 
school students are the Spanish dancers; high school students 
and junior high are the young people that do the Indian 
dances. For quite a number of years until she died, Mara, 
the Indian lady, was a local woman, a very intelligent, well-
educated woman, an Indian, Mrs. Costo, who appeared in the 
play for about twenty-five years. There's never been any 
color line or anything of that in it. There have always 
been Mexicans and some Indian young people in the play. It's 
been a very fine thing for the valley. It's given great 
advertising, and of the people who have come here to see it, 
many have come back and located here. 

MINK: They come just to see the play and spend some time? 
FARRAR: Yes, they come and see the play, and then they come 
back and see it again, liking the area and the people. 
There are very few communities that have ever been able to 
produce anything like this over a long period of time. This 
has been going on since 1923. This is fifty years. It's 
been a remarkable production. Our children were both in it. 
Our daughter did makeup and later helped run the office. Our 
son was one of the Spanish dancers. 
MINK: Aside from the Ramona play, were there other activities 
that were begun at this time by the Chamber of Commerce? 
FARRAR: Yes. The Chamber of Commerce was quite active in 
water problems—that was one of the objectives—and also 
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development of highways in and out of the valley. The road 
you see, the famous Pines to Palms Highway, is a develop-
ment of the Chamber of Commerce. This Chamber of Commerce, 
together with Riverside, took the leadership in also devel-
oping Highway 395. The connections with Beaumont and 
Banning were handled by the Chamber of Commerce, too. It 
was very active in that field. It's still one of the best-
organized and best-operated community chamber of commerces 
in Southern California. 
MINK: When you first came here, the major highway or byway 
for getting into Hemet was through the canyon from Beaumont? 
FARRAR: No, the paved road from Beaumont to Hemet was devel-
oped after I came here. The only real road into this valley 
was the way you probably came, through Coyote Pass out west 
of town. That was the only paved road. The road up the 
mountains was so primitive that in the summertime you had 
to go up that road to Idyllwild on a clock basis. In other 
words, there was a man at the bottom that would stop every-
body, and while the people came down the grade, nobody 
could go up. Then they were stopped at the top of the 
grade, and the people down at the bottom were allowed to 
go up. It was a very narrow dirt road up the mountains. 
The Pines to Palms Highway was developed in the late twenties 
and thirties. When we first came here, the road was only 
from here to Idyllwild. Then when the road was continued 
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and a new grade established entirely and paved, it was made 
a state highway on over to the desert. It was in this 
highway work that I first became acquainted with Frank 
Merriam, who had been just elected governor. At that time, 
I had been made president of the Riverside County Chamber 
of Commerce. 
MINK: How was it that you became president of the Riverside 
County Chamber of Commerce? Was that through your work in 
Hemet? 
FARRAR: I presume so. The Riverside County Chamber of 
Commerce, when I first became acquainted with it, was a 
rather loose organization that had in its membership all 
the chambers of commerce in the county that were active. 
It was the cities of Riverside, Corona, Palm Springs, Hemet, 
and, I think, Banning. Then it gradually developed into 
a county organization partially financed from the county 
budget. The Board of Supervisors of the county appointed 
five men to the board of directors to run this county depart-
ment. When I went on that board in 1937 as an appointee of 
the Board of Supervisors, my good friend Earl Redwine, who 
was county counsel, and I determined that it was not a 
sufficient legal organization to justify the expenditure 
of quite a sizeable sum of county money. We then reorgan-
ized to comply with the laws of the expenditure of public 
funds. We changed the organization and had the local cham-
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bers of commerce affiliated, but they did not contribute 
any money. The whole budget was provided in the regular 
county budget. And at that time while I was president, 
we put it on an organization basis and employed an active 
executive secretary, who was Colonel John W. Pirie, who 
had been commander of March Air Base and had just retired. 
I served on that board for four years, as I recall, and was 
president during all that time. 
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FARRAR: I was elected president by the members of the 
board, and thfe five members of the board were appointed 
by the Board of Supervisors. From then on, our total 
funds came from an annual budget as a part of the regular 
county budget. We started operating in that manner, and 
it's been operating in that way ever since, except that 
now the name has been changed to Riverside County Development 
Department. 
MINK: You described in your autobiography how you happened 
to get into the sugar beet seed business. I hope that 
you could, in discussing it again, go into a little more 
detail. 
FARRAR: I had developed the property west of Hemet and put 
it all under irrigation and cultivation. In the early 1920s, 
I could see the necessity of specialization, and so I started 
growing seed crops. 
MINK: In other words, you had grown seed crops prior to 
that time and had had experience with that prior to the 
invitation you received. 
FARRAR: I started producing alfalfa seed on a very large 
scale. Then I had started the production of a new strain 
of oats that I imported from Kansas, from Kansas State 
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University. I got that through the extension service of 
the University of California. I secured a carload of what 
was called Kanota oats. It's an abbreviation for Kansas 
oats. It had been developed by Kansas State University, 
which then was an agricultural college. I had also experi-
mented somewhat with the growing of onion seed and carrot 
seed; and in order to make a market for this type of product, 
I went to Northern California in 1921 to set up a marketing 
arrangement in Modesto, which was the center of a large 
area that used these agricultural seed products. I got 
acquainted with J.C. Loomis, who was then a partner in the 
San Joaquin Seed Company and had formerly been an employee 
of the Bamberger Seed Company; previous to that, he'd been 
connected with what is now called the California Farmers, 
a very large agricultural journal. In the days when he 
was connected with it, it was called the Pacific Rural Press. 
His cousin was one of the owners and was business manager. 
He left the Pacific Rural Press to go with the Bamberger 
Seed Company in Modesto, and then he and another man formed 
the San Joaquin Seed Company, and it was with that company 
that I made a marketing arrangement. I shipped my seed to 
them for processing and sale on a participating contract. 
In other words, they were allowed so much to process the 
seed and put it in merchantable form and sell it, and I got 
the retail price less the agreed-on cost. 
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MINK: I suppose as far as shipping from this valley, it 
hasn't changed. You had to truck it down to Riverside? 
FARRAR: No, everything went on the Santa Fe. There were 
no trucking lines in those days. Everything went on the 
Santa Fe Railroad. 
MINK: Well, where did you truck it? To San Bernardino? 
FARRAR: No, no. I loaded it right here. We had a station 
right on the edge of the ranch. 
MINK: I didn't know there was a railroad line of the Santa 
Fe that was brought up in this area. 
FARRAR: Oh, yes, it was built up here in the 18 90s. 
MINK: Is that right? 
FARRAR: Still operates. 
MINK: I wasn't aware of that. 
FARRAR: It's a branch line that comes off the main Santa 
Fe line running through Riverside. It comes off of that 
line just east of Riverside, comes up Box Springs Pass by 
the university, UCR [University of California, Riverside], 
through March Air [Force] Base, Perris, and then over here, 
and ends at San Jacinto. 
MINK: That was never used for anything but freight. 
FARRAR: No, I used to go on the-railroad when I made my 
trips to Los Angeles. I used to go on the passenger train 
that left here every morning and came back every evening. 
MINK: Oh, there were passenger trains? 
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FARRAR: Oh, yes. The train crew stayed overnight in San 
Jacinto; they had their homes there. They used to leave 
there every morning, and I'd get on at the station near 
my property, Egan, and go on into Los Angeles and come back 
on that train. This same crew made the round trip. 
MINK: How long did that go on? 
FARRAR: It went on for about five years. 
MINK: And then they abandoned it? 
FARRAR: The passenger was abandoned, but not the freight. 
MINK: Why was the passenger abandoned? 
FARRAR: Discontinued from lack of patronage. Not only that, 
but the automobile began to be developed. There used to be 
a bus line leave here and go direct to Los Angeles, and I 
used to travel that way also. The Pacific Electric built a 
line along this time extending from Los Angeles to Riverside 
and San Bernardino; these separated near Bloomington. I 
used to drive my car to Riverside, leave it in a garage, and 
take the electric train into Los Angeles after they abandoned 
the passenger service on the railroad. But all the shipping 
out of here was done practically by railroad up till in the 
1930s. Trucks weren't very successful. In the early days, 
trucks were vastly different from what they are today. You're 
familiar with the propeller-shaft type of trucks. In the early 
days, the drive was to pinion gears on either side of the truck, 
and then chains back to the rear wheels. They were quite 
troublesome and not very economical. Railroad transpor-
tation for freight in those days was very cheap. All the 
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alfalfa hay that was grown here, seed products, everything, 
was shipped by rail in the early days. 
MINK: We were talking about your attempts to find a market 
for the seed which you had grown now in rotation with the 
alfalfa. 
FARRAR: That's right. Alfalfa seed was part of that rota-
tion. We would grow the hay crop for a couple of years, 
then we would cut two crops of hay in the spring, and then 
let the third crop go to seed. That continued on with these 
other crops that I've mentioned, until one day when I was 
at home with influenza. (We didn't escape the bad influenza 
epidemic of 1918 and '19; it hit here pretty hard, and 
I had it, but this was later.) This was in 1931, in late 
August. I was ill at home and had been in bed for a couple 
of days and was just beginning to get up. This day I was 
in my pyjamas and bathrobe, sitting around the house. My 
wife wouldn't let me go >out. I think I was lying down, at 
about two-thirty in the afternoon, when two men came to the 
front door. One of them, Dr. Eubanks Carsner from the 
United States Department of Agriculture, I knew, had met; 
and the other man was Charles Pioda of the Spreckels Sugar 
Company. Their main office was in San Francisco, but he 
lived in Salinas and was manager of all operations in Salinas 
Valley, where the biggest beet sugar factory in the world 
is located. The beet sugar industry at that time was faced 
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with a very serious situation, a disease called curly top. 
The beet sugar companies and farmers had enlisted the 
Department of Agriculture to find its cause and Dr. Eubanks 
Carsner had been sent to California and headed the group 
of pathologists in Riverside to experiment and do research 
to determine the cause of this disease. It had practically 
wiped out the beet sugar industry west of the Rocky Mountains, 
all through California, Idaho, Utah, and eastern Oregon. It 
was very serious. Where they were infested by this disease, 
crops that were producing fifteen to twenty tons per acre 
produced two- and a half to five tons per acre. It also 
reduced the sugar content and the size. Well, Dr. Carsner 
and his group finally found the cause to be a very small 
leafhopper that bred in light rainfall areas, migrated 
toward the coast on wind currents in the spring, and lighted 
on beet plants to feed, injecting into them what I guess 
you'd call a type of poison, which affected the leaf of 
the plant and made that leaf turn yellow and curl up and 
die. Of course, if you don't have a healthy leaf, you 
don't have any plant, because the leaf and the roots have 
to work together to provide the food of the plant. Further 
research determined that in California these leafhoppers 
bred on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley; their 
breeding grounds were Russian thistle, popularly called 
tumbleweed, and certain forms of mustard. They would breed 
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there in the wintertime, then in the spring, they would 
swarm up into the upper air currents, be funneled toward the 
coast, and would land in these sugar beet fields in the 
Salinas Valley, and of course also spread out all over the 
whole Sacramento Valley where sugar beets were grown. The 
same thing would happen in the other states. In Idaho and 
Utah, leafhoppers would breed in the unirrigated valleys 
and then go by wind current to the irrigated areas where 
they could get green food for the summertime. Dr. Carsner 
worked on this for, as I remember, at least ten years. I 
think he started work on this in the early twenties. 
MINK: You may have explained in your autobiography, but 
how was it he knew about you particularly? 

FARRAR: In working on this problem he developed a strain of 
beets by selection and crossbreeding that was resistant to the 
virus disease. The United States Department of Agriculture 
had produced a small amount of seed of this new disease-resis-
tant variety called U.S. No. 1. They were looking for a place 
to reproduce it. He had done some of his experimental work 
in this valley in seed-growing on a piece of property adjoin-
ing mine. I had met him; he was a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Riverside, and I was one of the original members of the 
Kiwanis Club here. (I'm the only one living of four men 
that started the Kiwanis Club here, in Hemet in 1922.) 
I was quite active and was made a state officer in 1926 
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and '27 and thus had to do quite a lot of speaking. He 
heard me talk on different problems that were facing agri-
culture, .and so he and Charles Pioda came to my home 
through that acquaintance. I'd never had any conversation 
with him prior to this about my going into this project. Out 
of a clear blue sky, they offered to turn over 100 
pounds of this seed to me to see if we could reproduce it 
commercially. Spreckels Sugar Company agreed that if it 
were successful, they would continue to enlarge the produc-
tion so that it would be profitable. 

That was in 1931 when I planted this 100 pounds on five 
acres. I harvested from four acres 4,300 pounds of seed by 
the new method called "overwintering" in the field. All 
sugar beet seed came from Europe at that time, and it took 
two full years to produce a seed crop by their method. By 
"overwintering" method, we needed only eleven months. I 
had to learn how to harvest it, how to thresh it, and how 
to clean it, for this was the first time sugar beet seed 
had ever been produced in the United States. And that's 
how it began. It was totally unexpected, but the Depression 
was at its depth in 1931, and I thought that I might as 
well take a chance, because nothing else was doing very 
well. I took a gamble and made the arrangements with 
Charles Pioda of Spreckels Sugar Company. It developed 
to be a rather sizeable industry, and at one time we grew 
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and shipped 30 percent of the sugar beet seed in the 
United States and Canada. 
MINK: By this time, had you already begun to experience 
water problems here in this area? 
FARRAR: No, not particularly. No, not at that time. We 
hadn't suffered any real shortage of water. There were 
various attempts made to get control of the water from 
the mountains here. The water rights were partially owned 
by the Lake Hemet Water Company. And then in the early 
days, another organization was formed called the Fruitvale 
Mutual Water Company, from the privately owned Citizens 
Water Company, which had some rights on the San Jacinto 
River,.after the rights of the Lake Hemet Water Company 
had been satisfied. But the large water development in 
this area was through wells tapping the underground basin. 
MINK: And that's what you were using. 
FARRAR: That's what I used, yes. In Perris Valley, my 
father had used the same type of irrigation, through wells. 
However, the water production here through wells is much 
better than in Perris Valley, better quantity and a higher 
quality. I don't think any real worry about the shortage 
began to be felt here until the late 1930s. 
MINK: It was about the late thirties that you began to 
think about forming a water district? 
FARRAR: Yes, to do something about it. The sugar beet 
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seed industry, I was so busy in that. Those were the years 
of its great development, and I was too busy to think about 
many other things; we were developing it and had bought a 
big building in Hemet which had been used for a cannery 
to house our cleaning and processing plant. We had 90,000 
square feet of floor space in that plant, and we were produ-
cing a large amount of seed, as much as 4 million pounds 
a year. And after World War II, we were called on to ship 
sugar beet seed for three or four years to Europe. 

So in the late thirties, when I was on the County 
Chamber of Commerce Board, was the time when the tunnel 
construction was being pushed. The local water coming out 
of the tunnel in volume got the people upset and worried, 
and they took their complaint to the Board of Supervisors. 
The Board of Supervisors found it was really beyond their 
powers and responsibilities to obtain lasting results. The 
people of this valley legally couldn't do much about it, 
only complain to Metropolitan and the supervisors. 
MINK: You were talking about the water beginning to come 
out of the tunnel. Exactly where was that happening, in 
relation to Hemet? 

FARRAR: Let's go back to the history of it. The Metropolitan 
Water District idea started in about 1926. Mr. [William] 
Mulholland, who was general manager and chief engineer of 
the Department of Water and Power of the city of Los Angeles, 
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saw the need for a greater water supply for all of Southern 
California. The city of Los Angeles had completed its 
Owens Valley project; I think the first water to reach Los 
Angeles from Owens Valley was around 1914. It came into 
the San Fernando Valley. He had the vision to see that 
Southern California was going to grow. A number of cities 
in Southern California also got interested in the water 
problem. The actual survey work and the investigations 
for outside water supply were conducted by the staff of the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. However, finally, 
the Metropolitan Water District Act was adopted by the legis-
lature of the state of California in 1928, and the Metro-
politan Water District of Southern California started oper-
ations in early 1929. Metropolitan's area then comprised 
the so-called "thirteen original cities," three of which 
were in Orange County, and the other ten in Los Angeles 
County. Each city appointed its representatives to sit 
on the MWD Board of Directors in relation to its assessed 
value, with each city having at least one director. The 
board of directors, in June, 1929, accepted a report of 
the finance committee to hire a board of experts, a board 
of review, to study the work that had been done since 1926 
by the city of Los Angeles. After Metropolitan was organ-
ized, it really took over that work and reimbursed the city 
for the money it had expended. This board of review was 
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appointed on September 29, 1929, and consisted of an engineer 
from Idaho, Mr. [Andrew J.] Wiley of Boise; Richard R. Lyman 
of New York City; and Thaddeus Merriman of New York City. 
They reviewed all the work that had been done, and by that 
time Metropolitan had employed a general manager and chief 
engineer and had an engineering crew in the field. Under 
the direction of this board of review, the MWD staff 
gathered more statistics and engineering data, and finally 
in November, 1929, the chief engineer of Metropolitan sub-
mitted his report on the routes that had been studied to 
date. There were a total of fifty-four different routes 
in the original surveys. The board of review, in December 
of 1929, asked for engineering studies and cost estimates 
on four of these routes. This data was gathered for them 
by the MWD staff, and in December of 1930, the results 
were submitted to the board of directors and to the board 
of review by the general manager. A week later, on Decem-
ber 19, the board of review recommended that the Parker 
route was the most economical and should be accepted. 
That's the present route of the aqueduct, from Parker on 
the Colorado River to Lake Mathews near Perris, which 
in those days was known as Cajalco. On January 16, 19 31, 
the board of the Metropolitan adopted the Parker route 
officially as the route to be followed, and authorized 
that final designs be started and all tunnels should be 
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built to handle the full rights on the Colorado River 
obtained from the federal government by contract. The 
tunnels were determined to be sixteen feet in finished 
diameter, including the San Jacinto Tunnel, in order to 
carry an estimated 1,605-second-feet flow. The next 
thing that was done by MWD was calling the election at 
which bonds for $220 million were voted in 1931 by the 
voters. They found they couldn't sell the bonds because 
of the Depression; and so, in September of 1932, the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation agreed to buy the first 
issue of bonds in the amount of $40 million. The Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation finally made total commitments to 
buy $207 million worth of Metropolitan's $220 million bonds. 
With the financing assured, the first call for bids for 
construction of the San Jacinto Tunnel was on October 19, 
1932. The bids were opened on November 29, 1932. After 
some preliminaries and the rejecting of the low bid by the 
Metropolitan Board of Directors, the bid was given to the 
second low bidder on February 10, 1933, and the contract 
was signed with Wenzel and Henoch Construction Company of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on March 17, 1933, which called for 
completion by December 17, 1938. The total bid was 
$9,899,100 for the 13.04-mile, sixteen-foot-diameter tunnel. 
Work actually started on April 8, 1933. The record states 
that it was the most difficult of all construction on the 
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Colorado River Aqueduct, the first job to be started and 
the last to be finished. A public ceremony was held on 
May 13, 1933, at the Cabazon portal, near Banning, attended 
by the officials of MWD, leading citizens of Southern 
California, and the contractors, to signal the start of 
this great project. The tunnel specifications called for 
three different approaches, one called the West Portal, to 
begin excavating from the west end north of San Jacinto. 
MINK: By the town of San Jacinto. 
FARRAR: Yes, that's right. The second was called the 
Potrero, where a shaft was to be sunk 815 feet down to the 
tunnel level, and an elevator was to be built in the shaft. 
Then the third opening was a shaft near the east end about 
200 feet deep, called the Cabazon shaft, down to the grade 
of the tunnel. The work was supposed to start on all three 
of the portals at the same time, all three of these approaches. 
Now, of course, the Cabazon and the Potrero shafts had to 
be dug before any tunnel excavation could be done. 

Coming back to the water, the Potrero shaft was completed, 
and they started excavating the tunnel east and west from 
that shaft in May of 1934. The Potrero is called that from 
the name of an old ranch that was owned by the Wolfskill 
family, who were an old Spanish-oriented family; they still 
own a lot of land in Moreno Valley. They owned the Potrero 
Ranch, at that time a cattle ranch. On Sunday morning at 
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three-thirty, water was struck on July 1, 1934, or about 
two months after they had started excavating the main 
tunnel. This water started gushing into the tunnel under 
high pressure 800 feet east of the Potrero shaft. The 
Potrero shaft is on the Hemet side of the divide. Seventy-
five hundred gallons a minute came in, a gush under high 
pressure, coming from a fault zone, or crushed rock. 
Most of the water from the tunnel came out of these fault 
zones and out of crushed rock, seams in crystalline rock, 
[phone rings; tape interrupted] 

As nearly as the records show, there were about fifty 
men working in that area of the tunnel at the time the water 
gushed out, on the graveyard shift. (Construction then was 
on a three-shift, eight-hour day basis.) The water immed-
iately started to fill the main tunnel. These men were 
waist-deep in water when they got to the elevator, and the 
water started rising rapidly and immediately filling every-
thing. It filled up the shaft to within 150 feet- of the 
surface. The men just got out in time by the electric ele-
vator. All the tunnel pumps were put out of commission. 
You see, they weren't prepared for this amount of water; 
they didn't have a big enough pump capacity, and they didn't 
have big enough pipelines. Any water from this part of 
the tunnel would have to be pumped up this shaft 815 feet, 
and then it would flow down this side of the mountain into 
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the San Jacinto River. 
All operations in that area were shut down for six 

months on account of the water flow. The immediate damage 
was about a quarter of a million dollars, and the news-
papers here, both the Hemet News and the San Jacinto 
Register, covered this event. The Hemet News of July 6, 
1934, carried the headline across the top of the front 
page, "Flood Sweeps San Jacinto Tunnel." And the sub-
heading was "Potrero Shaft Strikes Heavy Water Stratus. 
Workers Forced to Flee from the Tunnel as Underground 
Reservoir Breaks." Then the story went on to describe 
the amount of water at 8,000 gallons per minute and the 
damage at a quarter of a million dollars. The San Jacinto 
Register carried practically the same facts in its issue 
of July 5, 1934. They didn't go into detail as to the 
danger to the men. 

MINK: This would be from the historical record of the 
San Jacinto Tunnel that's in the possession of the Metro-
politan Water District? 
FARRAR: Yes. They don't go into detail as to how many 
men were in there, but they do give a chart as to how 
many men were on a shift. And from what I can remember 
and know about the work going on, there were about fifty 
men in the tunnel at the time, in that one section. 
MINK: Did you ever talk to any of those people? 
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FARRAR: Yes, I think I did. I can't remember their 
names, but this event created quite a stir, and it was 
a well-known occurrence all over Southern California. 
It was a very unexpected and very dangerous thing. It 
created practically as much or more publicity than the 
tunnel explosion that just happened near the city of San 
Fernando when seventeen lives were lost. 
MINK: Where the Lockheed people were involved, yes. 
FARRAR: And that isn't settled yet by a long shot. 
MINK: Not by a long shot. 
FARRAR: I know that, because I'm a member of the Legal Commit-
tee at MWD. It's got a long way to go. 

Well, the very fact that they struck water there, and 
the loss sustained by the contractor, was the start of 
Wenzel and Henoch's downfall. They didn't proceed to clean 
up and get back into operation very rapidly, I suppose from 
lack of funds; I don't know. In any event, after some 
protracted negotiations and difficult decisions, the 
Metropolitan Water District cancelled the Wenzel and Henoch 
contract on January 15, 19 35, and took over actual work 
on the tunnel on their own account. MWD proceeded by force 
account, it's called in public bodies, on February 12, 1935. 
MINK: In other words, they decided not to place it out 
again to any bidders. 

FARRAR: I doubt if any bidder would have bid on it. 
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MINK: That's probably the decision they came to. 
FARRAR: So MWD did it by force account and put their 
own men to work on the tunnel. At the time construction 
started, of course, MWD had inspectors on the job. The 
MWD headquarters for practically the whole aqueduct construc-
tion was at Banning. The men, the engineers and so forth, 
worked out of Banning clear out to the Colorado River, 
and of course there were camps along the route, but the 
construction engineers were housed at the office in Banning. 
Then Metropolitan started in with their own forces and their 
own finances on this tunnel. The Metropolitan men directly 
in charge of the San Jacinto Tunnel construction during 
the next five years were J.L. Burkholder, assistant general 
manager; J.B. Bond, division engineer; C.R. Rankin, general 
superintendent from February, 1935 to April, 1936; and B.C. 
Leedbetter, engineer and superintendent from April, 1936 
to completion. 

Along about this time, this winter of 193 4 after 
they ran into this water trouble, the contractor had another 
serious accident in that the dormitory and mess hall over on 
the Cabazon side burned down, with the loss of five men 
who were burned to death. That winter, I believe, happened 
to be fairly wet, and there was a lot of delay caused 
by storms that washed out roads and bridges the contractor 
had put up in the mountains and flooded the openings, 
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especially at West Portal. 
I think the people of this area got really frightened 

when that water started running out, and, of course, the 
volume was magnified a great deal; but as time went on, 
the volume did increase very materially. The fact of the 
matter is, the paper said 8,000 gallons per minute were 
flowing, and the MWD record says it was 7,500, which is 
not a material difference. But finally, the peak flow 
from the tunnel later—to give a comparison—was 39,800 
gallons per minute, or nearly five times the amount first 
encountered. And 39,800 gallons a minute is a lot of water. 

To give you some inkling, before I go into any detail 
about this water in the tunnel, the original contract with 
Wenzel and Henoch was just under $10 million. The completed 
tunnel wound up costing Metropolitan $23.5 million. And 
of that amount, $2.7 million was the cost of taking care 
of the water and getting it out of the tunnel. Pumping 
and working around the water flow was very difficult, 
because they couldn't stop the water until they got the 
tunnel drilled and got it lined. As the work proceeded, 
they built the base and the arches and the upper structure. 
In addition to that, of course, there was the loss of water 
to the valley here. 

The first big suit that was filed over this tunnel 
water was between the city of Elsinore and the Temescal 
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Water Company, which is a Corona corporation. That's the 
company that had control of the water supply for the 
Corona area both for irrigation and domestic purposes. 
You see, in the early days, when I first came here and 
before, the Temescal Water Company had a series of wells 
in Perris Valley, at Ethanac, now called Romoland. They 
pumped water out of these wells and ran it down along the 
bed of the San Jacinto River. The stream flow of the 
river originally went into Lake Elsinore. When it over-
flowed—and I've seen it overflow—it went down Temescal 
Canyon by Corona into the Santa Ana River at Prado. I'm 
not sure of the date, but I think it was a little before 
I came here that the Temescal Water Company put a dam on 
the San Jacinto River at what's called Railroad Canyon, or 
Canyon Lake Development, as it's known now. There's quite 
a settlement over there, and they've made an artifical 
lake behind this dam. The Temescal Water Company owned 
quite a lot of land over there; they subdivided it and 
sold it off, and they've got this lake as an attraction 
to sell the land in subdivision lots. Well, Elsinore sued 
the Temescal Water Company, because the Temescal Water 
Company was going beyond their rights on the river in 
storing this water out of the tunnel behind that dam. 
Elsinore won the case. The court decided that the water 
was not what we call "vagrant water." That's the accidental 
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water in a river stream caused by a tremendous flood or 
something of that kind. The court said it was water 
that was part of the underground flow of the San Jacinto 
River, and therefore subject to the rights on the river. 
Now, this case was taken up on appeal, and Elsinore still 
was judged the winning party of the appellate court. So 
the people here, after first taking the tunnel flow up 
with the Board of Supervisors in 1935, continued to demand 
action, and I became active in it in 1937 when I appointed 
a special committee, as president of the County Chamber of 
Commerce, to investigate the problem on a county-wide basis. 
After the committee made its report, we sought a method to 
organize to negotiate with MWD regarding the tunnel flow; 
but to complicate the situation from a legal standpoint, 
Metropolitan made a contract with three local landowners 
near the mouth of the tunnel to deliver them all this 
water that was still coming out of the tunnel, which 
became known as the "Poorman Contract." 
MINK: MWD gave it? 
FARRAR: Yes. The contract was made between MWD, and the 
negotiator for these people was Sam Poorman, who was an 
attorney for the Bureau of Water and Power in Los Angeles. 
His family owned the largest section of land in that area. 
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TAPE NUMBER: III, SIDE ONE 
JANUARY 27, 1973 

MINK: When we left off yesterday afternoon, you had des-
cribed the background of the San Jacinto construction 
and had gotten to the point where the MWD had offered 
the landowners up near the mouth of the tunnel total water 
rights—which, as I understand it, then created a cause for 
general litigation in this area. 
FARRAR: Before following the litigation that developed 
out of the water from the tunnel, I think probably it would 
be well to describe in some detail the great difficulties 
and the additional water that was encountered in the tunnel. 
I have described the first water that was encountered in 
19 34 by the contracting firm of Wenzel and Henoch Construction 
Company, Milwaukee. The resulting damage and the delay of 
construction was the cause for the Metropolitan Water 
District taking over the construction of the tunnel. For 
the excavation of the tunnel, an electric railroad had to 
be built to haul the material excavated to the three adits. 
Soon after the Metropolitan Water District took over, 
they found it necessary in order to speed up construction 
to drill a fourth opening, which was called the St. Lawrence 
adit. It was about halfway between the Cabazon end of the 
tunnel and the Potrero shaft. That took quite a time to 
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construct, but their excavation went on in the tunnel at 
the same time that this new shaft was being dug down to 
the grade of the tunnel. In drilling all these shafts, 
to show that there was water prevalent all through the 
whole mountain mass, some water was encountered in every 
shaft that was excavated. During the construction of the 
St. Lawrence adit, there was enough water involved that 
they had to pump the water out by an air-operated pump 
rather than a normal type of pump, so that when the 
blasting occurred, it wouldn't interfere with the electrical 
type of operated pump. It made quite a difference, because 
the electrically operated type of pump would be affected 
and might cut off the electricity, for they had to keep 
the water pumped out that developed in the face of the 
rock they were drilling. The St. Lawrence adit was not 
drilled straight down but was on a 25% incline. On four 
occasions, they ran into water at the rate of 1,000 gallons a 
minute that had to be pumped out and taken care of. Then, 
after the St. Lawrence adit reached the grade of the tunnel, 
they started to prepare to take care of the water that 
they would get in that area of the tunnel as they started 
to drill both east and west. They put in pumps and delivery 
water pipes to take care of 15,000 gallons a minute. The 
water pipes consisted of two eighteen-inch steel welded 
lines anchored to the face of the adit. The water found 
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in the Cabazon end of the tunnel was sporadic and temp-
orary. That's the desert side of the tunnel, and evidently 
the fault zones are not so prevalent on that side of the 
divide. (By way of information that should be important 
at this point, the people on the desert side, while some 
water did go down a tributary of the Whitewater River, 
later on dropped any claims that they might have had to 
future water coming out of the tunnel because of the 
showing that practically 90% of the water that was encoun-
tered in the tunnel was encountered on the coast side of 
the divide.) Most of the fault zones—and there were many 
of them during the construction of the tunnel of thirteen 
miles—were on the coast side of the range. Of course, 
it must be remembered that the San Andreas Fault is the 
main fault that runs through this whole area, and the 
fault zones in this construction are probably finger 
faults from the main San Andreas Fault. 

After they got the St. Lawrence adit completed, they 
then had four places they were working from in the tunnel: 
the Cabazon end, or the desert end; the St. Lawrence adit; 
the Potrero shaft; and the West Portal. Construction was 
very, very difficult, especially through all these fault-
zone areas. For instance, the Goetz Fault was penetrated 
in the Potrero east heading, that is, when they're drilling 
east from the Potrero shaft, which .has been mentioned 
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before. This developed the largest inflows in any one 
section of the tunnel. The inflow coming out of the face 
of the excavation was 15,900 gallons per minute pointing 
directly in the face of the miners. This water in the 
location of the Goetz Fault entered the tunnel from hard 
but somewhat broken rock. The most prominent seams only 
had a width of two to six inches, and this water was rush-
ing out under a pressure of up to 300 pounds per square 
inch. The water on the West Portal side had a temperature 
of eighty degrees, which is the cause of the hot springs 
along the west side. The water in the Potrero shaft had 
a temperature of only sixty degrees. 

Now,' for the ordinary layman, we must translate these 
water terms into different measurements so that people 
might understand it: a miner's inch, which is a common 
measurement in California, is nine gallons a minute. In 
other words, 16,000 gallons a minute would equal,727 
miner's inches. Then to convert it into acre-feet, which 
is another common measurement of water and which the 
Metropolitan Water District uses in its compilations, an 
acre-foot is the amount of water that it takes to cover 
an acre a foot deep in twenty-four hours. Then a fourth 
measurement is cubic feet per second. A cubic foot per 
second is equal to two acre feet. So you have the four 
measurements: gallons per minute, miner's inch, acre-feet, 
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and cubic feet per second. And that's generally the way 
water's measured in California. Usually in such instances 
of construction of a tunnel, the first measurement would 
be gallons per minute, because of the immediacy of the 
measuring. But MWD's pricing scale is all based on acre-
feet. In other words, it's a wholesale agency; and its 
selling prices are all based on acre-feet; and all its 
meters are-'?acre-feet meters. 

Now, to follow through on the inflow in the tunnel, 
after this water was struck on July 1, 1934, the second 
big inrush of water came on November 14, 1934. However, 
that was just prior to Metropolitan taking over. This 
second inrush of water flooded the tunnel for a second 
time and delayed construction for another period of time. 
This was about five months after the first encounter of 
water. 
MINK: Would you say this was sort of the straw that broke 
the camel's back? 
FARRAR: Yes, this second encounter of water. The contrac-
tor had had one pump mounted eleven feet above the tunnel 
floor; but on November 17, when this second big flow of 
water was encountered, one of the pump motors burned out 
and the tunnel flooded again, and water went up the Potrero 
shaft a total of 530 feet of the 815 feet of the total 
depth of the shaft. Very little work was done in the 
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construction of the tunnel after that until the Metropolitan 
Water District took over in February. The first work that 
Metropolitan did was to clean up this great damage caused 
by the water that came into the excavation east from the 
Potrero shaft and put in much greater capacity pumps. In 
fact, they increased the pumping capacity out of Potrero 
shaft about three times the capacity that the contractor 
had had. When they started construction again in the 
spring and summer of 1935, they continuously ran into 
water. It continued to increase as they went along, and 
finally they had to make an attempt to grout off the water. 

(And grouting means the forcing of cement, a cement 
that sets very fast under water conditions, into the areas 
from which the water would come in these seams under high 
pressure. In other words, into these areas they would put 
a pipe with a pressure nozzle on it that would close it off from 
the water coming out, and then they would attach a hose 
to that nozzle--much as you would grease an automobile— 
and then they would caulk that pipe into the rock seams 
so that the cement wouldn't come back at them, and then 
shoot this cement through that pipe into the rock under 
high pressure and try to fill that void and hold the water 
back.) 

There was a great amount of this that had to be done 
during construction. Then they ran into an area that was 
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so difficult, they had to deviate from the original plan 
of the tunnel and deviate from the line on which they were 
supposed to construct.... 
MINK: It was difficult in terms of water, again. 
FARRAR: Difficult in terms of water, yes. The engineers 
had a very difficult time in building anything that would 
hold up the sides and the top of the tunnel against cave-
ins. In lots of places, they had to use big steel girders 
and 16" X 16" square wood timbers to hold up the high part 
of the tunnel. They found that in trying the grouting 
method that they couldn't get the pressure too high, 
because if they did, the bottom of the tunnel would start 
heaving up and water would come out of the bottom of the 
tunnel. So they experimented, and finally they started 
to use what's called a shotcrete ring to shut off water 
inflow. That's a special type of ring; it's sort of trying 
to bulkhead off sections of the tunnel with the use of 
a lower pressure grouting process. But even that, even 
the low-pressure experiment, had troubles, because in 
January, 1936, they buckled thirty-eight feet of the base 
of the tunnel, the ground section of tunnel, and about 
2,000 gallons of water broke through even the base of the 
tunnel. But finally the shotcrete ring procedure did 
meet with some success, and they were able to hold down 
the water flow—not entirely, but enough so that they 
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could proceed. Now, in the one small area in the part of 
the tunnel I'm talking about, in one tiny section, they 
had to use 13,378 100-pound sacks of cement. And that's 
a lot of cement—669 tons. In addition, they used 4,246 
sacks of sand and 843 sacks of sawdust in this mixture. 
But they did get through it, and it did cut off the water 
for a month, a little over a month. But on March 24, 1936, 
a section just east of where they put this shotcrete ring 
broke through at 7,000 gallons a minute. They continued 
to have a great deal of trouble, and this Goetz Fault zone 
that I've mentioned was so difficult that it took seventy-
seven days to excavate 2 45 feet of tunnel. The water 
flow reached a peak of 9,000 gallons a minute in that little 
section of 245 feet; the maximum pressure of the water 
that came in was 250 pounds per square inch. In addition 
to this, not only did they have to take care of the 9,000 
gallons per minute coming in the twenty-four feet section 
of the tunnel, but they also had to take care of the water 
they had encountered previously. The total water at this 
time that they had to pump out of the Potrero shaft area 
was 15,000 gallons per minute. 

MINK: All of the water that you're talking about had to 
be pumped out of the tunnel? 
FARRAR: Yes, all the water in this area of the Potrero 
shaft had to be pumped up 815 feet to reach the surface. 
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MINK: Then they just let it spill down? 
FARRAR: They let it flow down the natural drainage. 
MINK: And eventually, I suppose, it reached the San 
Jacinto River? 
FARRAR: Yes, within a short time. Of course, while this 
was going on, they were excavating from the West Portal. 
After they connected the two, the Potrero portal and the 
West Portal, they could run the water out of the West 
Portal. The water encountered in the West Portal was, 
of course, being run right directly into the river near 
what we call Gilman1s Bridge, which is directly north of 
the present campus of Mt. San Jacinto College. The maxi-
mum flow of the Potrero shaft east section—this was where 
they were having all the trouble—was on February 25, 1938, 
when 32,700^gallons per minute was coming into the tunnel. 
Now, to take care of the water, before they got the head-
ings connected—the West Portal and the Potrero headings— 
this water all had to be pumped, as I said, and had a lift 
of 815 feet from the tunnel to the top of the ground. The 
pumping facilities included five 2,600-gallon-per-minute-
pumps, and each one had a 700-horsepower motor. In addition, 
MWD had two 1,000-gallon pumps and one 1,200-gallon pump, 
so that makes eight pumps that they had in this series. 
The water was carried upward through two fourteen-inch 
lines, two twelve-inch lines, and two eight-inch lines. 
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The contractor who had started on this construction only-
had capacity of two eight-inch lines. So the Metropolitan 
Water District had to increase the pumping capacity in 
the water-carrying lines by about five times. When they 
holed out between the Potrero and the St. Lawrence adit 
and got the tunnel drilled through--not in the finished 
state, but got the hole drilled through to the west side— 
in order to take care of the water, they ran it down the 
bottom of the tunnel, what's called the invert of the 
tunnel, and ran it to the west. 

Of course, in all this tunnel, they had electric loco-
motives and a railroad track; they had to rebuild the rail-
road track and put it thirty inches above the ground level 
of the base of the tunnel so that the water could run 
under the track. Even then, the track was flooded out two 
or three times, and even the cribbing under the track was 
washed away. It was quite a construction job. Later, 
a lot of this construction was accomplished through what's 
called a pioneer tunnel. That's a smaller tunnel than the 
big tunnel of the diameter of sixteen feet. This method 
worked pretty well. 

Now, going back to this grouting process that we talked 
about: the grouting in this construction period was only 
to facilitate keeping the water flow down to as low as 
a minimum as possible. Even though they never completely 
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shut all the water off, they used from 100 to 1,200 sacks 
in each eight-hour shift. The total cement used in the 
grouting operation during the two-and-a-half year period 
was 168,000 sacks (8,400'tons) of cement, and two-thirds 
of that was used in the Potrero section of bad ground. 
The historical record of the San Jacinto Tunnel construction 
states that the outstanding problems involved in placing 
concrete in the San Jacinto Tunnel was the handling of an 
unprecedented volume of water. It's very difficult to 
line a tunnel with concrete when there is a lot of water 
to handle. After the tunnel was holed through from 
Cabazon to the West Portal, MWD started to line the tunnel 
with concrete. The base of the tunnel had to be laid 
with concrete in place first before they could concrete 
the walls and the arch; and since they had to do this work 
in a flow of water exceeding 30,000 gallons per minute, 
the pumps ran twenty-four hours a day and the pipelines 
were kept in good order in the areas where the crews were 
concreting, because you can't set concrete with water 
running through it. Now, during these three years of 1936, 
19 37 and 1938, when they had the greatest flow of water, 
the official records show that 142,000 acre-feet of water 
came out of the tunnel and into the San Jacinto River. 
In 1936, the official flow was 42,000 acre-feet; in 1937, 
it was 44,000 acre-feet; and in 1938, 56,000 acre-feet. 
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During the latter part of 1938 was when the tunnel was 
holed through and finishing work was started. 
MINK: Shoring it. 
FARRAR: Cementing it. According to the historical record, 
concrete-lining operations in the sections of the tunnel 
between the Potrero and the St. Lawrence adit were without 
precedent and provided by far the most difficult problems 
encountered anywhere in the San Jacinto Tunnel. Water 
from the Potrero heading increased steadily, reaching an 
average of 33,000 gallons per minute in February, 1938, 
in one section—that's only in one section, the Potrero 
section. Of course, this caused numerous-delays. Now, 
the peak flow in any one day occurred on February 25, 19 38, 
when a peak flow, which was measured at 39,800 gallons per 
minute, was flowing from the San Jacinto Tunnel. That's 
eighty-nine cubic feet per second, or 178 acre-feet. One' 
hundred seventy-eight acre-feet would cover 178 acres a 
foot deep in twenty-four hours. 

MINK: That's a lot of water. Then it's no wonder that you 
were concerned about it here in this area. 
FARRAR: Certainly. As I previously stated, the Board of 
Supervisors, at the insistence of people in this area, 
continued to take steps about the water coming from the 
tunnel. 
MINK: When you say "at the insistence of people," were 
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these agricultural people? 
FARRAR: Mainly, because at that time, this was mainly 
an agricultural area. There was very little industry 
here. Industry was developed here later, mostly the 
mobile-home building industry that we have here now, 
after World War II, within the last fifteen to twenty 
years. Many mobile-home factories have been built here, 
and practically all the industry here today is related 
to the mobile-home industry. Skyline Corporation, which 
is the largest mobile-home manufacturer in the United 
States, has seven different plants here and is building 
an eighth one. 

MINK: What was the major concern of the people at that 
time? Did they think that because this water was coming 
out and just flowing into the riverbed, it was actually 
destroying the potential irrigation water that they had? 
FARRAR: Yes, both surface and from wells, because the 
people could see that the springs along the base of 
the mountain were definitely being dried up; people 
were fairly well convinced that it would eventually affect 
the whole water supply structure of the area. 
MINK: In other words, I suppose, to put it in very simple 
terms, it would be like a balloon where there were little 
leaks coming out; and you punched one big hole, and the 
other leaks stopped, and everything started coming out at 
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one big hole. 
FARRAR: That's right. You see, the theory of the water 
experts, hydrologists and geologists, was that the water 
in these fault zones gradually found its way into the 
underground basins or the surface through springs. The 
water that didn't come out in springs would feed the 
underground, and this whole valley area through here is 
underlaid with gravel formations that evidently were laid 
down historically by the water from the mountains, the 
streams from the water flowing until a definite channel 
had been established, or rather controlled, in what is 
now the San Jacinto riverbed. The United States Geological 
Survey, in a book that I studied quite extensively, showed 
that the San Jacinto River used to run through Winchester 
and on down by where Sun City is located, and then into 
Lake Elsinore, instead of the present course where it runs 
now around through Lakeview and near Perris. 

The year 193 8 was the critical period in the construc-
tion of this tunnel; and as I've stated, that's when the 
greatest amount of water came out after completion of the 
whole excavation. While they were lining the tunnel, of 
course, they had to do more grouting to keep the water 
shut off in the sections where they were laying cement. 
In this period, it's noted in the history that on June 8, 
1938, while installing lining in the West Portal section, 
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and after 14,000 feet of tunnel had been cemented, in one 
area, in one connection, one pipe used to force the grout 
back behind the tunnel lining, just one connection, used 
9,488 sacks of cement in one day. During the year of 19 39, 
when the tunnel lining was practically finished and grout-
ing proceeded in back of the lining to keep the water 
pressures from breaking down the lining, in that year 
alone 195,988 sacks of cement was used in the grouting 
process alone. This is another 9,800 tons of cement. 
MINK: I keep thinking all along that maybe a lot of the 
cement came from the mountain down at Colton. It helped 
to diminish that mountain considerably. 

FARRAR: It probably did, because at that time it was the 
main cement plant in Southern California. 
MINK: The main source of cement for the whole southern 
area of California. 
FARRAR: Yes. Now, to summarize the grouting both during 
the construction and after the tunnel was lined, there were 
482,670 sacks or 24,134 tons of cement used. Some of the 
grouting and trying to shut off this water in 1939-1940 
was done under the Metropolitan Board of Directors 1 policy 
statement because of complaints from the Board of Super-
visors of Riverside County. After the grouting procedure 
behind the lining that I've described after the tunnel 
was built, water decreased to a point where in late 1940 
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only 3,000 acre-feet were coming out of the tunnel. Then 
this gradually increased and more than doubled in about 
two years. 

Now we can probably go back and start to trace the 
history of the local effort to settle this whole problem, 
because many people in this area believed that because 
of the past experience, there would be considerable amount 
of water continuing to flow from that tunnel regardless 
of what was done. 
MINK: You had mentioned that after the Metropolitan 
Water District took over, they made arrangements to sell 
the water rights or give the water rights to three people 
who had land near the mouth of the tunnel? 
FARRAR: That's right. Now, to go back a little before 
that and put this in chronological sequence, the local 
effort didn't crystallize here until the early 1940s. 
I had left the position in the county government as pres-
ident of the County Chamber of Commerce, and the local 
Hemet Chamber of Commerce had appointed me as the chairman 
of the Natural ResourcesCCommittee. 

MINK: Was this committee set up in direct response to this 
tunnel situation? 
FARRAR: Yes, it was, and I was appointed chairman of that 
committee and I was given the responsibility of following 
this whole tunnel water matter. However, nothing seemed 
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to get done, and so on June 21, 1944, I called a meeting 
of representative citizens from this whole water basin, 
which included Perris Valley, this valley and the Nuevo-
Lakeview section, to a meeting that was held in the Chamber 
of Commerce office in Hemet. 
MINK: The meeting would be largely agricultural people? 
FARRAR: Agricultural landowners and water company repre-
sentatives from the Hemet-Nuevo-Perris areas. One of the 
men that served on this committee was president of the 
Nuevo Mutual Water Company, for example. And another man 
that served on this committee was the leading director 
of the Fruitvale Mutual Water Company that serves an area 
here in this valley. The water rights of the Lake Hemet 
Water Company that built the dam in the mountains were not 
affected by this, and so they were not included. Well, 
the San Jacinto River Protective Committee was formed as 
a result of the meeting I called, and I was named chair-
man of that committee. Seven men were appointed to the 
committee, three from this valley, one from Nuevo, and three 
from Perris Valley. We then took it upon ourselves to 
try to solve this problem. Not only did we feel that the 
water that had come out of the tunnel had very definitely 
affected the underground water supply, but we also believed 
that we had evidence to show that fact; and in addition, 
we had the case that had been decided about a year previously 
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between the city of Elsinore and the Temescal Water Company, 
that X mentioned previously. 
MINK: Let me ask you an innocent question. Now, the water 
that was pouring out of the tunnel was flowing into the 
San Jacinto riverbed, and presumably it would run and 
then finally sink into the ground. 
FARRAR: No, a large amount of it did not do that, because 
it was such a heavy flow; and so a lot of that water got 
into the Railroad Canyon dam that belonged to the Temescal 
Water Company; and finally some of it overflowed there and 
drained into Lake Elsinore. But the lawsuit was started 
by the city of Elsinore because Temescal Water Company 
started to store that water in Railroad Canyon dam to take 
by pipeline to Corona. That was the reason that lawsuit 
was filed. 
MINK: In other words, Elsinore felt that their water was 
being diverted to another area. 
FARRAR: That's right. The natural water that would go 
into the lake was being diverted to Corona. 
MINK: What I was thinking is that some of this water that 
would sink into the ground would still remain in the water 
table here. 
FARRAR: The difficulty is, the geology of the area doesn't 
permit that in any large measure because the underground 
basin is fed farther upstream than where the water came out 
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of the West Portal of the tunnel. The West Portal of the 
tunnel comes out at the eastern edge of the so-called 
Gilman Bridge, where the Gilman Golf Course's eastern 
boundary is today. From there on downstream, the riverbed 
is rather impervious. As it runs on down, some water 
would percolate in the vicinity of Nuevo, but over the 
years it's been demonstrated not a great amount of water 
goes into the underground in that area. The underground 
would be fed from underneath through these fault zones 
rather than from the surface. All the spreading that's 
been done in this area from water out of the mountains 
in flood years has been done to the east of what we know 
now as Soboba Hot Springs and in the area of the Soboba 
Indian Reservation, for there is a big underground basin 
there. It's been demonstrated that that underground 
basin that's fed from the river is over 10,000 feet deep. 
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MINK: You were talking about the method in which the 
water is absorbed into the water table of this valley. 
FARRAR: In fact, all the future plans for replenishing 
the underground are being made to the end of spreading 
water farther upstream than the West Portal of the tunnel. 
The fact of the matter is, which we can go into later, 
the Eastern Municipal Water District, whose formation I 
will cover, has purchased forty acres of land in this 
very area that I refer to and is now experimenting with 
spreading water to recharge the underground. I think the 
reason, as I recall, that I called the meeting was that I 
became aware of the making of a contract between the 
Metropolitan Water District and the Poorman family. The 
Poorman family took the initiative in getting this contract. 
MINK: What were they going to do with the water? 
FARRAR: They owned a lot of land; part of their property 
practically adjoined the West Portal of the tunnel, across 
the river from Gilman Hot Springs, in that general loca-
tion. They had some 900 acres of irrigated land in that 
dairy farm. The contract was negotiated in Los Angeles 
by Sam Poorman, who was an attorney then for the Department 
of Water and Power, and he carried on semisecret negotiations 
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with the legal department of Metropolitan. When it 
became known that this contract was finalized—really 
before it was finalized—two other landowners, the Record 
family and the Pico family (which is an old Spanish 
family and related to the first governor of California 
by that name) insisted that they share in this contract; 
but the Poormans kept the major interest in the contract, 
and they got, as I recall, about 75% to 80% of the water 
from the tunnel flow. 
MINK: How would they capture the water? 
FARRAR: They finally took delivery of the water from the 
underground pipeline that MWD had built during construction 
of the tunnel from the West Portal of the tunnel to Lake 
Mathews. Right on the Poorman ranch there happened to be 
a safety device, what we call a blowoff. All they had to 
do to release this water was release a valve. (All these 
underground pipelines have these blowoff points where 
they can release water if they have to be repaired.) So 
the tunnel water was released right on their property. 
MINK: And just flooded it. 
FARRAR: Well, they just put it into their irrigation system. 
It was clean water. 
MINK: In other words, they weren't going to use it contin-
uously, but as they needed it. 
FARRAR: They used it fairly continuously whenever they 
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needed to irrigate;, they just had the water delivered 
as needed. This Poorman Contract, so-called, was totally 
against what the county officials had been led to believe 
and what we in this valley had been led to believe that 
Metropolitan would do with this tunnel water. When that 
contract became public knowledge, this led me to call the 
meeting of June 21, 1944. 
MINK: Excuse me, but what had the Metropolitan Water District 
assured the residents of this valley would be done with>' 
this water which the residents believed was theirs? 
FARRAR: The only assurance Metropolitan actually gave by 
board action was that Metropolitan would not use this water 
for its benefit, that it would not take any of this water 
into its system for its benefit. We contended that the 
Poorman Contract did benefit Metropolitan, for by making 
such a contract, it was admitting some liability. 
MINK: In other words, you were led to believe that the 
water would just continue to flow down the bed of the San 
Jacinto River as it had when the tunnel first began to leak 
water. 

FARRAR: I probably could better answer that by carrying on 
to show what was actually done and what policies were adopted 
by the people here, this committee. Now, the San Jacinto 
River Protective Committee took the position that the water 
from the tunnel—not only that which was flowing in 1944 
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but that which would come out after and the water which 
had come out prior to that—all the water which had come 
out during construction and up to '44 should be replaced 
into this basin. We proposed that the Metropolitan Water 
District install a pipeline from the West Portal upstream 
in the San Jacinto River to the basin which would absorb 
this water to recharge the underground. We employed 
engineers, we gave cost estimates, and so on. Of course, 
that required that Metropolitan do this in perpetuity: 
furnish:the flow that kept coming out, pump it upstream, 
and replace the over-200,000 acre-feet that had already 
come out. 

The San Jacinto Protective Committee was comprised 
of well-known leading citizens and landowners of both the 
Perris Valley, Nuevo section, and Hemet area. The members 
of the committee were J.G. Nelson, president of Hemet 
Packing Company; T.F. Calloway, large landowner and director 
of Fruitvale Mutual Water Company, Hemet; George Tinker, 
president of Nuevo Mutual Water Company? Floyd Bonge, 
director, Perris Valley Conservation District and large 
landowner; John Coudoures, Sr., Perris Valley owner of a 
large acreage of irrigated land; Charles Motte, Perris, 
managing partner of Motte Brothers, landowners in Perris 
Valley and Lakeview; and myself, president of La Sierra 
Alfalfa Company, president of Farrar-Loomis Seed Company, 
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Hemet, and president of Riverside Alfalfa Growers Association. 
MINK: Was it your idea that they would replace that 
200,000 with a flow from the Colorado River once the tunnel 
was completed? 

FARRAR: That idea or policy met with approval here. It 
didn't meet with approval in Los Angeles because Metropolitan 
didn't want to be tied down in perpetuity with the expense 
of continually pumping this water upstream. Soon after 
the committee's organization meeting, we solicited promi-
nent landowners for funds and succeeded in raising about -$9,000. 
I should note here that in order to advise Metropolitan 
Water District regarding the committee's plans and policies, 
we asked for a hearing in Los Angeles; and on December 15, 
1944, I led a delegation that appeared before the Water 
Problems Committee. A month later our committee decided 
positive action was necessary, for we had received no over-
tures that Metropolitan would even attempt to negotiate 
with us. At about the same time, we were setting up this 
meeting in Los Angeles. 

, We finally got the ear of the chairman of the Local 
Government Committee of the state senate of California, 
who was Senator [Charles] Brown from Inyo County. One of 
our attorneys-, Earl Redwine (who was county counsel) , and 
I arranged to have this Local Government Committee— 
I think there were seven members—come to Hemet and hold 
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hearings on the tunnel problem with the idea of trying 
to get before a governmental agency all the facts that 
had been encountered in construction and the water that 
had come from the tunnel, and to show the necessity for 
legislation to prevent this happening in the future, this 
type of thing. Nothing of this kind had ever happened in 
this history of California. 

MINK: So there were no real precedents to go on. 
FARRAR: No. So this state senate committee held a full-
scale hearing in Hemet at the Hemet Woman's Club on 
December 27, 1945. Every member of that committee was 
present. In addition, our senator from this county, Nelson 
Dilworth, was also present. The member of the committee 
who conducted the questioning was Senator Bradford Crittenden 
of Stockton, California. He was an excellent investigator. 
The Metropolitan Water District officials were subpoenaed 
to appear before the committee, and all evidence was taken 
under oath and was transcribed by a court reporter. We 
presented our evidence, and Metropolitan was asked to 
answer questions. James H. Howard, the chief counsel, 
was the chief witness for the Metropolitan Water District. 
Mr. Howard was forced to admit under questioning that in 
view of the Elsinore-Temescal Water Company case, probably 
the water that came from the tunnel had affected the under-
ground supply of this valley and area. And when asked how 
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a solution could be obtained, Mr. Howard offered the 
suggestion that if a political subdivision was formed 
here whose boundaries would encompass all land and water 
rights that could possibly be affected by the tunnel waters, 
that the Metropolitan Water District would negotiate a 
settlement with such a district. But they wanted a polit-
ical subdivision formed that would have authority legally 
to negotiate and sign such a settlement. The senate commit-
tee recommended that we do this. 

We investigated thoroughly, and on April 14, 1946— 
this was about four months after the hearing—an election 
was called, and the San Jacinto River Conservation District 
was formed, which was a political subdivision under state 
law and which had power to levy taxes for the conservation 
of water in this basin. At the same election, a board 
of seven men was elected as directors. The same men who 
served on the protective committee were elected directors 
of the new district, with the exception of J.G. Nelson, 
whose place was taken by Glen Brubaker of Hemet. At the 
first meeting of this board, I was elected president. 

Prior to the formation of this district, however, 
and because we had not successfully been able to make 
much headway and to protect ourselves during negotiations 
and give us something to negotiate from, the protective 
committee filed four lawsuits against Metropolitan in 
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February of 1945. The four plaintiffs in these lawsuits 
were distributed throughout the whole area. There were 
two in this immediate area, a big property called the 
Centinela Ranch Company over in the San Jacinto area; 
and in the area near my property (I didn't want to be 
included as a plaintiff), we got another man, Leland 
Houk, to be a plaintiff. His wells were in a similar 
strata as mine. The Nuevo Mutual Water Company also 
filed as a plaintiff, and the fourth was the Hemet Packing 
Company, which owned a big tract of land in what we call 
the lake bottom area near Lakeview. So those four plain-
tiffs pretty well covered the whole San Jacinto River 
Basin and were all contiguous to the San Jacinto River. 
MINK: May I ask why you didn't wish to be included? 
FARRAR: Well, I was chairman of this committee,, and I 
thought probably it would be best politically and would 
give me more freedom in handling this matter in negotiate 
tions, because we never really intended to prosecute these 
lawsuits. We filed them as a protective measure and as a 
basis for negotiation, and also not to let the statute of 
limitations run against us. This tunnel water was contin-
uing to flow, and we wanted to have a protective device. 
Of course, you will remember that these lawsuits were filed 
after we had this senate committee hearing. Our attorneys 
and engineers also thought that this was a good protective 
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method, and so the lawsuits were filed and served on 
Metropolitan. 
MINK: In case the negotiations with MWD broke down. 
FARRAR: Yes. Then we still had the lawsuits to prosecute, 
and in view of this lawsuit that had been successful on 
the part of the city of Elsinore, we thought we could win. 
The first thing we asked the Metropolitan Water District 
to do after we got the conservation district organized was 
to attempt to regrout the tunnel and see what could be done 
about water coming into the tunnel. The Board of Directors 
of the Metropolitan voted and appropriated the money to 
attempt to go in and shut off the places- where the water was 
still coming in. That work started in mid-1946, and contin-
ued through 19 47 at a cost of over a quarter of a million 
dollars. At the same time, we employed two experts, 
geological engineers, Dr. Banta and Dr. [Warren 0.] Wagner, 
who had had some experience with water in tunnels. They 
both were graduates with doctor's degrees from the California 
Institute of Technology and were recommended to me by 
Franklin Thomas, who was chairman of the Water Problems 
Committee of Metropolitan and dean of the School of Engineering 
at Caltech. He was an excellent man and very friendly, 
and I took his advice and we hired these two men. These 
two men followed this grouting procedure in '46 and '47 
continuously. They were in that tunnel at least two days 
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a week following this work. Their findings were, when 
the grouting was finished, outlined in their reports to 
me; and the originals of those reports, in the form of 
letters to me, are included in the papers that I gave the 
university. This year or year-and-a-half period led them 
to the conclusion, and led me to the conclusion, that the 
water in the tunnel could never be shut off. This conclu-
sion has proved to be a fact. At this date, the Eastern 
Municipal Water District secures at present water rates 
approximately $125,000 to $150,000 revenue on the water 
seeping into the tunnel annually. 
MINK: From the Metropolitan Water District? 
FARRAR: Yes. In other words, the water is measured every 
December when the aqueduct is shut down for cleaning. The 
seepage water is measured. And then we get credit for that 
water; on any water that we purchase, credit for this water 
is taken off. In other words, if 4,000 acre-feet a year 
is seeping into the tunnel, the first 4,000 acre-feet that 
is delivered, we get free. Agricultural water, for instance, 
is now $25 an acre-foot delivered here out of the aqueduct, 
and domestic water is $54 an acre-foot. This district is 
using about 30% for domestic purposes and about 70% for 
agriculture. You average that out at those costs, and you 
have a cost today for that water at something in the range 
of $35 an acre-foot. For 4,000 acre-feet, you've got 
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$140,000 in revenue that's free to this district. However, 
that's getting a little ahead of the story. 

So after this grouting was finished in 1947, we believed, 
and I'm certain that the Metropolitan believed, that it 
was not worth the expense it cost them to try to shut off 
the tunnel. They have never again attempted to shut off 
the seepage. The lowest flow obtained after this second 
grouting was 2,500 acre-feet a year. And it gradually 
increased; the pressures built up and broke through in 
many other places. Indications appeared that we should 
start negotiations, and I learned through a friend of mine 
that the board had instructed the Water Problems Committee 
to start negotiations on the controversy through the legal 
department. Since the legal department didn't follow 
through, as president of the San Jacinto River Conservation 
District, I made a trip to Los Angeles and called on a man 
I knew very well who was a director of the Metropolitan 
Water District—I'd known him quite well through my work 
as president of the Riverside County Chamber of Commerce— 
David Pontius, who was the manager of all the Southern 
Pacific Railroad interests in Southern California, very 
active in community affairs. He had been appointed by the 
mayor of Los Angeles as a director of the Metropolitan 
Water District and was quite conversant with this problem. 
So I went to see him. He was the one man on the board 
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that I knew, and knew quite well. I called on him in his 
office in the Pacific Electric Building at Sixth and Main 
and told him what had happened. He said, "You're absolutely 
right. The Board of Directors had instructed the chief 
counsel to start these negotiations." And I said, "Well, 
we haven't heard anything." So he immediately turned to 
the phone and called Mr. Howard, the chief counsel of 
Metropolitan, and asked him why, and he asked him why in 
no uncertain terms. I was amazed as I sat there listening 
to the conversation. Mr. Howard didn't give him a sufficient 
answer, and so Mr. Pontius hung up and said, "The only 
thing we can do to get these negotiations started, in my 
opinion, is to appoint a special committee of the board to 
negotiate with you." And I said, "That's what I came 
here for." So then he called up Franklin Thomas, dean of 
engineering at Caltech, who was chairman of the Water 
Problems Committee, and he said, "Franklin, Mr. Farrar is 
in my office and he thinks we haven't kept our word. 
They have formed this political district out there hoping 
that we'd negotiate with them and get this thing settled, 
lie's perfectly willing to negotiate, but he wants a board 
committee appointed to negotiate. Will you talk to Mr. 
Farrar?" And Dean Thomas said, "Yes, I will. Have him 
come right over." I got into my automobile and went over 
to Pasadena. Franklin Thomas was one of the finest gentle-
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men I have ever met, a marvelous man, and very well informed, 
as you might imagine, on an engineering problem of this 
scope. He knew what he was talking about, because he 
kept up with this problem all through the years. 
MINK: And he had been the one who recommended originally 
the geologists whom you hired to observe what the Metro-
politan District had done in '47 and '47 in the tunnel. 
FARRAR: That's right. So the upshot of it was that 
Franklin Thomas saw Joseph Jensen, who had just been 
elected chairman of the board of Metropolitan; and at 
the next meeting, a negotiating committee was appointed, 
consisting of Samuel J. Crawford of Santa Monica, Ransom 
W. Chase of Los Angeles (both attorneys), and J.L. 
Burkholder, who had been assistant general manager of 
Metropolitan during the construction period and was then 
general manager of the San Diego County Water Authority. 

I came home, and our board appointed a special nego-
tiating committee of three men: Floyd Bonge of Perris, 
Glen Brubaker of Hemet, and me. I was made chairman of 
that special committee. I had made all the arrangements 
and the main responsibility fell on my shoulders. We got 
the negotiations started; we negotiated with the MWD 
committee starting in 19 48 and continued all of 1949; 
the final settlement was reached on April 14, 1950. 

So from the time I started working on this actively 
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in 1937, a thirteen-year period elapsed, all very inter-
esting, the experience of a lifetime, for nothing had 
ever happened like this before. And the result of that 
settlement has been very far-reaching. 

The total settlement is set out in a letter from the 
MWD committee signed by Samuel Crawford, who was chairman 
of the Metropolitan special committee. In his letter to 
the Board of Directors, the complete settlement was out-
lined in detail and was adopted by the Metropolitan 
Board of Directors without change. After they adopted 
it, our board adopted a resolution accepting the settle-
ment. 

This settlement called for, in the main, the formation 
of the Eastern Municipal Water District, covering 52,000 
acres and taking in the main part of this valley down the 
San Jacinto River through Nuevo, and taking in Perris 
Valley up to about March Air Base, but not March Air Base. 
Not all the Moreno Valley—only a small amount of that 
valley area was included. There was a long debate over 
the territory to be included. All these terms were 
negotiated; even the boundaries of this new district that 
we formed here were negotiated. We had to employ engi-
neers to outline these boundaries and make studies as to 
how we would accomplish this, how we would take care of 
this water supply we were going to get from the Colorado 
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River. That was the first thing. 
The second part of the settlement was that we were 

given eventually $325,000 that we had to use to build 
a water-distribution system. The third thing was that 
we were given the right to make four connections on the 
aqueduct as it passed through from the West Portal of 
the tunnel into Lake Mathews. One of these connections 
was to be paid-for in full by Metropolitan, which was 
unusual. The fourth part of the settlement was that we 
would be delivered in perpetuity all water that leaked 
into the tunnel for all time in the future. And it 
provided that this water should be measured and that we 
would get credit each year for the amount of water— 
not the exact water—equal to the measured inflow into 
the tunnel. The engineers we had hired, Dr. Banta and 
Dr. Wagner, estimated that that tunnel would never produce 
less than 4,000 acre-feet a year; and it never has, which 
is amazing. We have control of that water now; this is 
the twenty-first year that we've been getting the tunnel 
seepage. The fifth thing that we had to settle was the 
claims of the so-called Poorman Contract locally. 
MINK: I was wondering what happened to the Poormans by 
this time. 

FARRAR: But we did not assume the burden of the unsettled 
claim of the Soboba Indian Reservation. That's a problem 
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for which MWD still carries the responsibility. Now, 
we solved the Poorman Contract by this means—I'm getting 
a little ahead of my story, but it probably should be 
put in here. The Poorman Contract and the land that it 
served had been sold by the Poorman family. 
MINK: They no longer owned it? 
FARRAR: They sold it with this water right. That's the 
reason they sold it; they got a good price. 
MINK: And how about the other two families who had interests? 
FARRAR: They still had their interest. The Picos and the 
Records still had their interest and were getting free 
water, as was the new owner. We simply evolved a policy 
as soon as we got the Eastern Municipal Water District 
formed and secured sufficient credit, and we went to this 
new owner, who was a cattleman, and bought the property. 
We bought it for, as I recall, around $300,000, which was 
a very good price in those days for the 900 acres. We 
bought out the Records' and Picos' interest for cash. 
Arid thus we extinguished the contract. 
MINK: And the other way would have been to have taken 
them to court? 
FARRAR: This was a much cheaper and better thing to do. 
We took over that ranch and operated it as a cattle ranch 
until we got the contract fully extinguished, and we then 
gave notice to the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan 
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Water District and to the special committee that we had 
through this method extinguished the Poorman Contract. 
On October 14, 1952, the Board of Directors of the 
Metropolitan Water District acknowledged this and, by 
that action, gave us water free and clear for all time 
in the future, with the exception that we did not assume 
any liability or responsibility for the unsettled claim 
of the Soboba Indian Reservation. All the other claims, 
like damaged springs along the base of the mountains, 
had been settled by Metropolitan with the individual 
owners. 

The settled claims consisted of landowners extending 
from one mile west of the tunnel to three miles east of 
the West Portal, which, of course, would include the 
Soboba Indian Reservation which reaches on the east to 
Indian Creek. One of the largest financial settlements 
was made by Metropolitan with the famous Sbboba Hot 
Springs Resort whose hot springsdflow was noticeably 
diminished. Two ranches north of Soboba Indian Reservation 
and bordering on Indian Creek made cash settlements with 
Metropolitan. Previous mention has been made of the 
Potrero Ranch, owned by the Wolfskill family, where the 
Potrero shaft was excavated and used in the tunnel. It 
will be recalled that in the Potrero shaft area of the 
tunnel, the first water was struck during the boring of 
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the tunnel, and that great difficulties were encountered 
in that area. The Potrero Ranch depended on springs in 
large measure for domestic use and for cattle. These 
were seriously affected by the tunnel and the Wolfskills 
took a sizeable cash settlement from Metropolitan for the 
damage to the springs. Soon after the settlement they 
sold the ranch to Forest Stanton, a member of the well-
known Stanton family of Los Aftgeles. Soon after purchasing 
the property, he endeavored to enlist the Soboba Indians 
to join him in a lawsuit against Metropolitan over the 
tunnel seepage water. Being a member of a well-known 
family, he was able to enlist the Los' Angeles Examiner 
in publishing a series of articles which mainly described 
the damage to the reservation's springs. However, nothing 
came from his efforts and the publicity. 
MINK: And the Soboba? 

FARRAR: With the Soboba Indians, it isn't completely 
settled to this day. 
MINK: Why do you think that this particular claim has 
caused so much difficulty? 
FARRAR: Well, that's a long story. Now, to get to this 
Soboba Indian claim—and I think it's pertinent here.... 
MINK: It's interesting because of the current problems 
that we are having with Indians. 
FARRAR: It's very timely. Well, I had worked on this from 
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the start, which now encompasses about twenty-five years. 
I knew what the Soboba Indians claimed. With a group 
of Metropolitan officials and this special committee 
of the board that we were negotiating with and a repre-
sentative of the Indian Bureau, we went over to the 
Soboba Indian Reservation during the negotiating period. 
It was one of the things that we would not assume local 
responsibility for, because dealing with the federal 
government, the Indian Bureau would take a lot more 
know-how and a lot more time and connections than we had 
here locally. So we insisted that Metropolitan had to 
assume this responsibility. On the trip, and I accompanied 
these men, we went all over the Soboba Indian Reservation 
and were shown where the Indians claimed that their springs 
had been dried up; it was apparent to me that they had 
been damaged. Metropolitan had received tentative approval 
from the Indian Bureau to settle the Soboba Indian Reser-
vation claims for $30,000. Since then, through the years, 
we here locally have offered to help, and we have worked 
with the elected head of the tribe and have finally evolved 
a plan to get Indian Bureau approval combined with congres-
sional approval and an appropriation to build a new water 
system for the Soboba Indian Reservation which would be 
connected to the Eastern Municipal Water District system. 
Thus the Indian reservation would be supplied a water supply 
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for all time in the future at cost—in other words, what 
we had to pay Metropolitan for water plus our actual costs 
of delivery without any profit. Now, it must be remem-
bered the Soboba Indian Reservation is nontaxable land. 
Our district took this under our wing? through the total 
years of its existence, the Eastern Municipal Water 
District has endeavored to have a Soboba settlement 
finalized. We had worked on this to the extent that we 
had, with Metropolitan's help, secured the passage of an 
appropriation bill in Congress. The money was appropriated 
and the president [Richard M. Nixon] signed the bill in 
1971, whereby the federal government appropriated $555,000, 
which with the $30,000 that Metropolitan had agreed to 
settle for, would amount to about $580,000. Since that 
time this has been in the process of being worked out 
between the Indian Bureau and the Soboba Indian tribe. 
The Soboba Indian tribe has voted on this once, a tie vote, 
to accept this proposition. So they had to vote again, and 
the second vote was in favor of it. Now it's been a year 
or so, and we haven't been given the go-ahead by the 
Indian Bureau to build the system. The system is to be 
built by the Eastern District and is to be connected to 
our system? and we are to operate it. And that's where 
it stands. Interesting. 

MINK: Very interesting, yes. What seems to be the problem? 
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FARRAR: To be honest with you, I don't know. It's one 
of those things, and we try to keep in touch with it, 
but in all fairness, we must remember that there's not 
the best of feelings between the Indians and the Indian 
Bureau. I might expand on that a little bit. My wife's 
brother, Robert H. Peebles, was head of all agricultural 
experimental work in the state of Arizona for the United 
States Department of Agriculture. He's the man who bred 
and developed long-staple cotton in the United States 
and was given an honorary doctor's degree by the University 
of Arizona for his work. Long-staple cotton has helped 
the economy in the state of Arizona and other Western 
states. The experiment station was located at Sacaton, 
which is also the headquarters of the Pima Indian tribe 
and the Pima Indian Reservation, which is a big reservation 
in Arizona. The same-condition exists :oVer there. The 
Indians are generally arguing and are not happy with the 
Indian Bureau's handling of their affairs. In other 
words, you can't blame the Indians. They've been made 
wards of the government all through the years. They 
really don't have the independence of citizenship that 
you and I do. I think that's the basis of it. 
MINK: It makes them feel like second-class people. 
FARRAR: Yes. The Indians are good people. But under 
these conditions, I've always felt—and my brother-in-law's 
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always felt—that the incentive to manage their own affairs 
has been taken away from them. The same thing's happened 
down here at Palm Springs, if you're acquainted with the 
Agua Caliente tribe that owned and still owns a lot of 
that land. 

MINK: Including Palm Canyon. 
FARRAR: Yes. Well, the Indian Bureau manages their 
affairs and tells them what they can do. The Indian 
Bureau makes all the leases; they won't allow the Indians 
to sell the land. And friends of mine, who've invested 
a lot of their money down there in businesses, have built 
their buildings on land that they've made leases for with 
the Indian Bureau. 

So I don't know when the Soboba affair will'be settled. 
I hope it will be soon. I've put a lot of time on it, and 
our district here has spent a lot of money. We have gone 
to this extent: we've taken the chief of the Soboba tribe 
to Washington D.C., paying his expenses, in order to attend 
the hearings to get this money appropriated. 
MINK: It's surprising that the Indians hadn't done all 
this; well of course, it's not their doing. 
FARRAR: It's not entirely their doing, because it gets 
bogged down in the Indian Bureau and governmental red 
tape. 
MINK: You really need to get the go-ahead from the Indian 
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Bureau before you can actually begin construction on this. 
FARRAR: You've got to have the go-ahead from both the 
tribe and the Indian Bureau, and that hasn't been achieved 
yet. 
MINK: It takes a lot of time for that. 
FARRAR: Evidently. Perhaps it would be well to summarize 
the great difficulties encountered in the drilling of the 
San Jacinto Tunnel of the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 

Unprecedented amounts of water coming into the tunnel 
during construction more than doubled the original contract 
price; during the total construction period thirteen men 
lost their lives; five lawsuits were filed over the tunnel 
water; many cash settlements were made, especially to those 
who had hot springs along the south base of the mountain; 
the Soboba Indian Reservation settlement has not yet come 
to a conclusion. However, great good to the San Jacinto 
River Basin resulted in that the area not only received 
cash damages and the tunnel water forever free of any 
cost, but also was able by reason of the tunnel and its 
problems to secure the annexation of what is now 340,000 
acres of excellent land to the Metropolitan Water District 
and thus secure a permanent water supply. Since the orig-
inal annexation of 52,000 acres, the total area has had a 
sound and large expansion, not only of population, but also 
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of industry, creating large payrolls. The Eastern Muni-
cipal Water District, the resulting legal body that was 
annexed, is now a very large political entity employing 
170 people and not only supplying water but also having 
the responsibility for the total sewer systems and treat-
ment plants for all its 340,000 acres. 
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TAPE NUMBER: IV, SIDE ONE 
JANUARY 27, 1973 

MINK: You mentioned a certain interesting anecdote 
which concluded the negotiations that you had with the 
MWD. Would you mind relating that anecdote? 
FARRAR: After many formal meetings with this committee, 
the first of which was held in Hemet (and when I refer 
to the committee, I mean the special committee from the 
Metropolitan Water District), after we had generally 
reached an acceptable settlement, finalizing the terms 
of the negotiated settlement, one evening I got a long-
distance call from Samuel J. Crawford, who lived in Santa 
Monica and practiced law there, and was also chairman of 
of the board of the Santa Monica Bank, that he hhd arranged 
to have the other two members of his committee, Mr. [Ransom 
W.] Chase and Mr. [J.L.] Burkholder, come out the next 
morning to this area, and that they would like to meet 
with me to discuss the final terms and have general agree-
ment with his committee and show them what these terms 
encompassed as to the boundaries of the new municipal water 
district that was to be formed to> become a part of the 
Metropolitan Water District. I didn't have time to assemble 
my committee; and, in any event, Mr. Crawford thought it 
would be best for us to meet where there would be no 
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publicity. I offered to meet them at the corner of Perris 
Boulevard and Highway 60. And it was there, within a 
period of probably one hour, that the finalization of 
this negotiated settlement was made, the terms of which, 
as I related, were outlined in a letter by Mr. Crawford 
to the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Water District 
and were accepted by them without change. 

I would like to pay tribute especially to Mr. Crawford, 
who was a very intelligent, fair-minded man and an inde-
pendent thinker, who took the position that it was far 
better for a political entity of the size and influence 
of the Metropolitan Water District to settle a dispute 
of this magnitude rather than take the matter to court, 
which has always been the policy I have followed in my 
life as an attorney who actively practiced law a short 
time. I believe that it's far better for people to settle 
their claims, because protracted lawsuits seldom bring the 
results we hope. This has been made very clear in the 
protracted lawsuit between the Metropolitan Water District 
and the state of Arizona, which went as far as the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

Ransom Chase was an excellent member of this committee 
and still serves on the board of the Metropolitan Water 
District as chairman of the Water Problems Committee, of 
which I am vice-chairman? and both Mr. Crawford and Mr. 
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Chase and their families have become close friends of our 
family over the years. We have entertained them in our 
home, and we have been entertained by them. The Crawfords 
and the Chases were deeply impressed by the Ramona play 
and, as our guests, attended performances on more than 
one occasion. 

Ransom Chase has served continuously on the Metropolitan 
Board of Directors for over twenty-seven years and has 
been a fair-minded, intelligent, and excellent public 
servant representing the city of Los Angeles. He has 
been chairman of the very important Water Problems Committee 
for fourteen years; this committee is assigned the diffi-
cult task of recommending sources for future water supplies 
for Southern California, of recommending water rates, and 
of holding all hearings regarding annexation of new areas 
to Metropolitan. Mrs. Chase is an accomplished and well-
known artist, and two of her paintings hang in the new 
Hemet Library in memory of Mrs. Farrar. 

One interesting memory of the Crawfords is that while 
Mr. and Mrs. Crawford's son [Samuel J. Crawford, Jr.], 
during these negotiations was studying law at Loyala 
University, Mr. Crawford called me up one day and said 
that his son wanted to go to a Stanford-USC football game 
and take his girlfriend as a sort of engagement present. 
He wanted to know if I could obtain tickets for them. 
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Through my Stanford connections, I was able to get tickets 
for the young man and his girl, and they've always remem-
bered that courtesy. This young man is now probaby the 
leading attorney in the Santa Monica Bay area, having 
taken over his father's practice. 

One sad memory that I have is that two years after this 
agreement became effective, Mr. Crawford died very suddenly 
of a heart attack. About a year later, his wife was still 
living alone in their home on San Vicente Boulevard when 
an intruder broke in, evidently to rob the house, and 
murdered Mrs. Crawford. 

The man who now runs the Santa Monica Bank as presi-
dent, Aubrey Austin, is a member of the board of the Metro-
politan Water District. I see and talk with him quite 
often about his father and Mr. Crawford, who started the 
Santa Monica Bank. And of course it's a small world and 
those connections are interesting, if not very historical. 
MINK: I guess including a discussion of the formation of 
the Eastern Municipal Water District, which sort of had 
its roots in the San Jacinto Tunnel, and your long discus-
sion about the San Jacinto Tunnel and the problems connected 
with fault zones reminded us both that we ought to discuss 
something about the San Jacinto earthquake here in 1918, 
which obviously was the result of some of these faults 
that are in that mountainous area. Can you tell me, where 
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were you at the time that the earthquake, occurred? 
FARRAR: This happened in April of 1918, and, as I related 
previously, Mrs. Farrar and I came to this area after 
our honeymoon and started our home here on December 1, 1917. 
My father and his close friend Dr. Clyde M. Crist, a Meth-
odist minister, jointly owned a mountain summer home in the 
neighborhood of what is now Lake Arrowhead. On the Sunday 
morning that the earthquake occurred, Mrs. Farrar and I 
were at that summer home and were sitting on the front 
porch when the shaking began. It was quite severe, even 
up there. I telephoned back here and found that there 
had been great damage and so we came back here as soon as 
we could and found the business section of the city of 
Hemet completely destroyed. The town of San Jacinto was 
also heavily damaged, but not so severely as the town of 
Hemet. Knowing what I do now about the fault zones that 
were encountered in the San Jacinto Tunnel construction 
leads me to the conclusion that those fault zones in the 
mountains had a direct bearing upon the earthquake that 
occurred in 1918. In fact, there is a special publication 
which I included in the papers that I have given the 
university which describes in detail from a geological 
standpoint—and this report was made by eminent men— 
the cause of this earthquake and the great evidence of 
it in the mountainous area where there was no damage done. 
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These men who made this report did a lot of investigation 
and research in the general area and showed that the 
fault zones of the San Jacinto Mountains were the direct 
cause of this earthquake, which is quite interesting. 
This booklet has a number of diagrams and pictures and a 
full description of this earthquake; it carries pictures 
of the destruction of the towns of Hemet and San Jacinto. 
The damage done outside of this immediate valley was not 
very extensive anywhere else, except that the quake was 
felt. I know there was no particular damage to our house, 
except for the chimney of the fireplace. Otherwise, 
except for the furniture being moved about, there was no 
great damage. Very few of the residences were damaged. 
Since fortunately it happened on a Sunday morning, there 
were no fatalities. If it had happened on a business day, 
there would have been a number of people killed, because 
many of the stores were completely demolished, also the 
banks and the hotel.. 

MINK: These buildings were mainly of brick, I suppose. 
FARRAR: Yes, that's correct. Practically all the build-
ings in the center of Hemet today were the result of 
rebuilding after the earthquake. 
MINK: Another thing that we talked about is the fact that 
you in various kinds of endeavors, having to do with water 
in particular, have become acquainted with the chief 
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executives of the state of California ranging over a 
period from the administration of Prank Merriam up to 
the present administration of Ronald Reagan. I believe 
it would include Governor Merriam as well as Governors 
[Earl] Warren, [Culbert L.] Olson, Reagan, and [Edmund G.] 
Brown. 
FARRAR: Yes, with the exception of Governor Olson, I knew 
all these men. When I was president of the [County] 
Chamber of Commerce, I became acquainted officially with 
Governor Frank Merriam, who was from Long Beach. I had 
known him previously through Kiwanis, because he had been 
a very active member of the Long Beach Kiwanis Club, and 
I had been very active here in that organization. While 
I was president of the Chamber of Commerce of Riverside 
County I met Frank Merriam at the Mission Inn, I remem-
ber, to discuss highway construction in Southern California. 
He had with him the director of public works, Mr. Kelly. 
One piece of advice I so well remember Frank Merriam gave 
us. He said, "In dealing with any of these local interests 
throughout the state, I have a rule that the people in 
these areas must agree on any program they bring to the 
state capital. In other words, you've got to settle any 
differences you have at home before you come to Sacramento, 
and when you come to Sacramento with a program that all 
of your leading interests will endorse, then I will do 
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everything I can to see that such programs are carried 
through." That's one of the soundest political programs 
that you could follow in public life. You cannot solve 
local problems in Sacramento by taking two or three 
different programs to Sacramento. In other words, you 
must settle your own problems at home, which is good 
government. 

It was very strange how we met Earl Warren. Mrs. 
Farrar and I used to often attend the football games 
between the University of California and Stanford, the 
Big Game, which is one of the oldest athletic rivalries 
in the United States and one that's still very severely 
contested each year. For this particular game, I had 
purchased my tickets through Stanford University, being 
a life member of the alumni association and a member of 
what's called the Buck Club of Stanford, an organization 
to which I have donated since its formation in 19 34 and 
which provides scholarships to outstanding scholar-athletes, 
but only for tuition. When we got to the stadium at 
Berkeley, seated next to us was Earl Warren, who was then 
attorney general of California, and Mrs. Warren. Mrs. 
Warren and Mrs. Farrar were members of the same excellent 
women's organization called PEG. This sisterhood is an 
outgrowth of early days in the Middle West of a college 
sorority, an organization for women throughout the United 
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States and Canada. As Earl and I talked, we found we had 
many common interests, and I met him later many times. 
One of the outstanding characteristics of Earl Warren 
was his independence and his phenomenal memory of people. 
I've never seen anybody or come in contact with any man 
who could remember people as he can. I remember that one 
day I was in Sacramento, had been there on legislative 
business and was walking away from the capitol toward 
the Senator Hotel, when he was leaving his office to 
walk home to the governor's mansion. I was ahead of him, 
and he recognized me from the style of my walk and I 
guess the shjape of my head, because my back was toward 
him, and yet he called my name, called me by my first 
name, and asked me what I was doing in Sacramento and why 
I hadn't come in to see him. Another time he stayed in 
the same hotel in Los Angeles that we did; we usually 
stayed there and had an apartment as he did when he was 
in Southern California. My wife was in the elevator 
coming down to the main floor for breakfast, as I recall, 
and he got on the elevator on a lower floor and called 
her by her first name. She was astounded that he'd ever 
remember her. They'd only met the one time at the foot-
ball game. Earl Warren was an excellent governor, sound 
financially; he laid a good foundation for California's 
great growth since World War II. We still keep in touch 
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through letters. 
Goodwin J. Knight succeeded as governor, when Earl 

Warren was appointed chief justice of the Supreme Court. 
I had known Goodwin Knight while he was lieutenant gover-
nor, because on my invitation he came to this area when 
we received the first supply of Colorado River water in 
Perris Valley in early 1953. I had many happy associations 
with Goodwin Knight, for we were at Stanford University 
at the same time--he was a freshman and I was in my fourth 
year. Everybody called him "Goody" as a nickname. He was 
a very affable, pleasant man to meet. He was the victim 
of political circumstances later when he had to run for 
the United States Senate and was defeated. 

One of the outstanding accomplishments of Goodwin 
Knight's years in the governor's chair was the bringing 
together of all the various bureaus and departments that 
had to do with the protection and development of the water 
resources of the state. By far-reaching legislation, 
which was carried through the legislature by Caspar 
Weinberger—then a member of the assembly and now the 
secretary for Health, Education and Welfare in President 
Nixon's cabinet—the state Department of Water Resources 
was created. Thus, the creation of the state Department 
of Water Resources laid the legal foundation for the 
mammoth State Water Project, since this department was 
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the contracting and construction arm of the state of 
California in the creation and building of the greatest 
water engineering feat of all history. In addition, 
Governor Knight had great foresight, for he urged the 
start of work on the project and turned the first shovel-
ful of earth at Oroville in 19 57, when work started on 
the relocation of the Western Pacific Railroad as it 
climbs up the Feather River Canyon.* 

Then, of course, the negotiations of the contract 
between the state of California and the Metropolitan 
Water District (which was the first contract negotiated 
under the State Water Project which the people voted on 
in November, 1960) led me to become acquainted with 
Governor Brown. He was entirely different from the other 
three men. He had been district attorney of San Francisco 
County and had been attorney general, a very suave poli-
tician, a very difficult man to pin down as far as policies 
were concerned that had to be stated by the governor of 
the state as to the general outline of any contract that 
might be entered into. But once he gave his word, he kept 
*After the declaration of the completion of the California 
State Water Project at Lake Perris on May 18, 1973, I had 
the privilege of presenting Mrs. Goodwin Knight one of the 
gold medallions designed and made for this special occasion 
to honor her husband's great part in the State Water Project. 
On that occasion, she showed me the original bound volume 
which contained the total language of thfe bill that created 
the Department of Water Resources, which carried a statement 
in the handwriting of Caspar Weinberger. This and other 
papers of Governor Knight are to be presented to Stanford 
University by Mrs. Knight. [I.E.F.] 
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his word, and he never deviated from it. It's my opinion 
after many years of reflection that when history is written, 
Governor Edmund G. Brown will be known as the man in the 
governor's chair who was responsible for the California 
Water Project, because he, working with Carley Porter, 
the assemblyman from Compton and chairman of the Water 
Committee who just died last December—the two of them 
were responsible for this legislation. If it had not been 
for Governor Brown's influence from his position as gover-
nor, the legislation would not have been adopted. He was 
very instrumental and took an active part in the negotia-
tions between the state and the Metropolitan Water District, 
because the contract was the foundation and the reason for 
the success of the election in 1960. We started the con-
tract negotiations in January, 1960, but that's quite a 
story in itself—the formation of that contract and its 
execution. That probably is a separate subject that will 
have to be dealt with in some depth, because the enormity 
of the contract and the time it took to formulate it and 
negotiate it, which covered a whole year, the carrying out 
of the contract and the building of the project is some-
thing that the world has never witnessed to date in this 
type of water-delivery system. It's the largest that's 
ever been built in the history of the world. 
MINK: So after Brown, the next governor would be Reagan, 
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wouldn't it? 
FARRAR: Ronald Reagan, yes. My contact with Ronald 
Reagan has been in connection with the State Water Project. 
We've had several meetings with him over the years that 
he's been governor which started rather early in his admin-
istration, when the State Water Project ran into financial 
difficulties. 
MINK: I think, as I recall, when that happened he was 
somewhat sketchy about whether he would support the idea 
of trying to bail the project out or not. 
FARRAR: Well, the first thing he did when he was elected 
governor was to appoint a new director of the Department 
of Water Resources, William R. Gianelli, who had been 
employed in a top position in that department while Knight 
was governor. Bill Gianelli went to work for the depart-
ment right after he got out of World WAr II. He had been 
out of the department in private engineering practice for 
about five years prior to his appointment by Governor 
Reagan. In addition, Governor Reagan appointed a committee 
of review engineers to study the State Water Project and 
to determine if its present base was sound financially, 
and if not, what could be done about it. It was during 
this time that we had our first meeting with him, which 
took place in the governor's office in Sacramento. The 
review committee by that time had made some statements, 
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and Mr. Gianelli had made the results known of some of 
his findings. The future of the completion of the State 
Water Project was not as bleak as many people had been 
led to believe, the primary cause for this belief being 
that the $1.75 billion bond issue voted by the people 
was not ample and never had been. Everybody knew it. 
But it was a compromise figure. In addition at that time, 
the 5% bond ceiling interest rate of the state was exceeded 
by the bond market. The fact of the matter is, bonds of 
the class of the state of California were bringing 6.5, 
6.75, and 7% on the market. So the state couldn't sell 
these bonds to carry on the payment under the construction 
contracts that had to be paid. That was a big problem, 
in addition to the overall problems of the State Water 
Project. Without going into at this time how this all was 
settled, which is quite a long story and very interesting, 
I will say for Ronald Reagan that he is a very intelligent 
man, very well informed, a good listener, very fair, and that 
he uses good judgment in making decisions. I was very 
agreeably surprised at his grasp of the situation. 
MINK: I think you said to me off the tape that you had 
some reservations about Ronald Reagan when he was elec-
ted, in this connection. 

FARRAR: Yes, I did. I supported him, but in this con-
nection, I did have some reservations. I was very much in 
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favor of the man he appointed as director of the Department 
of Water Resources, who has proved that the confidence 
that all of us placed in him was justified, because 
William Gianelli has done a remarkable job. I don't 
think anybody could have been chosen who could have done 
a better job. He's a Northern California man, born and 
raised in Stockton, who had that northern influence, 
which was probably difficult for him to overcome, because 
the State Water Project was opposed by 65% of the people 
in Northern California. But he was very fair; he has 
been statewide-minded, and he has told me recently that 
this State Water Project has proved to be one of the great-
est improvements the state of California has ever made. 
I think he's right. But Ronald Reagan through these years— 
and he's been governor now six years--has wholeheartedly 
supported Mr. Gianelli, has wholeheartedly supported the 
contractual arrangements that had been made; and the fact 
that the California Water Project is practically completed— 
the final dedication will be in May of this year—proves 
to the people that Governor Reagan, in spite of the great 
problems that had to be overcome, has overcome them. The 
legislature has also been of great assistance in overcoming 
them. The financial problems were all worked out, and 
the turning point in that is another story. They were 
worked out when the legislature adopted the 7% ceiling for 
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state bonds, which had to be voted on by the people, but 
was carried overwhelmingly in the election in June, 1970. 
It was a constitutional amendment that had to be voted 
on by the people. The state legislature put it on the 
ballot, and that proposition was passed by the people 
mainly to do three things: to be able to sell the water 
bonds, the veterans bonds, and the school bonds, both 
for the university and the loan program that goes to the 
local schools. 

MINK: In some conversation that we had earlier, you men-
tioned that you had some recollections, too, of Richard 
Nixon and Richard Nixon's family. I wondered if you would 
be willing to reveal them, as long as we're talking about 
the political.... 
FARRAR: Yes, in that connection I have some very fond 
recollections of my acquaintance with Herbert Hoover and 
President Harry Truman, who just died. But going back 
to Richard Nixon, I can recall when I was a boy that my 
father and mother were friends of the Milhous family in 
Whittier, and we used to visit back and forth as families. 
Then to add to this, when we moved from Long Beach to 
Westminster in Orange County where I started grammar 
school, there was a young lady, Olive Gibbons, an orphan, 
living with a family across the street by the name of 
Ward in order to make her way and finish her last grade 
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in school. She was probably seventeen at that time, six-
teen or seventeen, and had had to miss some schooling 
because of the death of her father and mother. She 
used to be over at our house quite a bit. When I started 
school, she was in ninth grade at the same school in 
which I started first grade. Schools then had more grades 
than they do now. Sometimes, in some locations, the 
grammar school and the high school were all together. 
She asked my mother if she couldn't take me to school 
and help me get started, and so I rode on the handlebars 
of her bicycile. She saw that I was taken care of very 
well, and I've been eternally thankful to her for her 
attention to me during all those years when I was just 
a little boy and quite reticent and found it hard to get 
acquainted with people. My Uncle Jesse—when he got back 
from the Klondike--my father, my Uncle Herb, and my 
Uncle Asa were all musically inclined and formed a quartet, 
which had their practice sessions at our home with a pro-
fessional teacher and director. (My Uncle Herb became a 
professional musician in the religious music field, a 
choir director, and was very well known in the West.) 
It was at our home that Olive Gibbons met my Uncle Jesse, 
and they were married in 1900 or 1901. After they were 
married, I got acquainted with my aunt's brother, Lawrence 
Gibbons, who was a conductor for the Southern Pacific 

144a 



Railroad. It turned out that he had a very serious 
accident, and when he was being taken care of and recup-
erating, he met Martha Milhous, a trained nurse, and they 
were married. Martha Milhous is Richard Nixon's aunt, 
Richard Nixon's mother's sister. There was quite a 
family of the Milhous girls. And I, of course, knew 
Martha quite well and her husband, Lawrence, and had met 
Mrs. Nixon, Richard's mother, and the others, and 
my mother kept in close contact with all those sisters 
all through the years. So I feel that Richard Nixon, 
besides being what you might call a hometown boy, has 
been rather close. 

In addition to that, after he was defeated for president, 
he was living in Los Angeles practicing law. His two 
daughters attended Marlborough School, where our daughter 
Elizabeth was a teacher. Julie was a favorite of hers 
and discussed her father's political aspirations and defeats 
with her in 1962 when she was in the ninth grade. I had 
met Richard Nixon when he was a congressman and when he 
was United States senator. I haven't seen him since he 
was elected president. He's a very busy man, and I guess 
with this peace secured in Vietnam, he'll probably be a 
very popular man in the future. 
MINK: I think that your daughter also mentioned that you 
had seen Richard Nixon when he was up here campaigning. 
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FARRAR: That's right, he was then campaigning for the 
United States Senate. His opponent was Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. He didn't have much money in that campaign, as 
I recall. I remember vividly that he and his wife were 
going around in the beginning of that campaign in what 
looked to me to be a four- or five-year-old station wagon. 
It had a little loudspeaker on the top with a reproduction 
set and a microphone, and he'd get out of his car and take 
the microphone and talk to the gatherings. Because I 
knew that the crowd in Hemet would be much bigger and I 
thought I could get a chance to talk with him and his 
wife privately, I went over to San Jacinto where the 
crowd wasn't too large. And I got to talk to them. The 
one thing that stands out in my memory is the fact that 
while he was talking, she was circulating among the crowd 
and especially making herself known to the women, and she 
gave every woman who was there a thimble. I brought ours 
home, and it's still among our possessions. I thought 
that was a rather novel way to campaign. She's a very 
personable woman. My daughter knew her because of Marl-
borough. They have a policy there that the parents must 
come occasionally and discuss their children's educational 
progress and how they're getting along, not only scholas-
tically but personally. 
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TAPE NUMBER: IV, SIDE TWO 
MARCH 9, 19 73 

MINK: I wonder if you could begin by telling me when 
it was that you first became connected with the State 
Water Project and in what capacity. 
FARRAR: I was sworn in as a member of the Board of the 
Metropolitan Water District in August, 1951. There was 
statewide interest even at that time in the State Water 
Project, for Edward Hyatt, who retired as state engineer 
around 1951, had became very much interested in it. I 
knew the family quite well, because the father had been 
principal of the San Jacinto schools for ten years in the 
eighties and nineties and was later elected county super-
intendent of schools, and then elected superintendent of 
schools for the state of California. 
MINK: So you'd been acquainted with him during your days 
in Hemet? 
FARRAR: No, but I had met Edward's younger brother, 
Victor Hyatt, at Stanford. He and I were in law school 
together. And through him, I got acquainted with the 
family and later knew Edward Hyatt, a very distinguished 
engineer, who really laid the groundwork for the present 
State Water Project. It was his germ of an idea from 
which the State Water Project developed. He was succeeded 
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on his retirement by Mr. A.D. Edmonston, who carried on 
his idea and went all over the state talking about it in 
the early fifties when he first was appointed. He came 
to Southern California and interested a great many people; 
I heard him speak. As a result, the city of San Diego, 
being a very forward-looking community, became very much 
interested in it, thinking that possibly the dispute over 
the Colorado River might be adversely decided against 
California. So the delegation on the board of the Metro-
politan Water District from San Diego asked that a meeting 
be held with the city officials of San Diego. 

Going back a little, San Diego had formed what is 
called the San Diego Water Authority in 194 5 and had become 
annexed to the Metropolitan Water District in 1946. They 
had filed for and received a contract from the Department 
of the Interior for approximately 120,000 acre-feet a 
year from the Colorado River. They could not afford to 
finance their aqueduct from the Colorado River, and so 
the next best was to join Metropolitan. They assigned 
their contract on the Colorado River to Metropolitan Water 
District as part of the annexation agreement; and Metro-
politan, in that agreement, agreed to deliver Colorado 
River water five miles within the San Diego County line on 
the northeast part of the county just beyond Temecula, that 
area where you have the' grade on Highway 395. This historical 
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meeting took place in Laguna Beach on December 12, 1952. 
MINK: And you were a member of the special committee. 
FARRAR: I was a member of the Water Problems Committee 
and had just been elected vice-chairman of that committee. 
This meeting at Laguna Beach was attended very well by a 
majority of the directors of the Metropolitan Water District. 
And as I said, it had been called at the request of the 
city of San Diego. The mayor of the city of San Diego 
presided at the meeting, and they outlined their thinking 
about the California Water Project that Mr. Edmonston had 
been talking about. (I might add that Mr. Edmonston's 
personal surveys of the routing of the State Water Project 
from Oroville to Southern California is practically 
the same routing that was actually used for the construc-
tion. His son is now a consulting engineer in partnership 
with Max Bookman, with offices in Glendale. Acting for 
the county of Riverside, I employed Mr. Bookman as the 
first engineer of the Riverside County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District; I was very much in the center 
of the formation of that district in 1944 and 1945, because 
I was chairman of the committee of fifteen appointed by 
the Board of Supervisors to investigate the necessity of 
formation of such a district; it was formed in 1945, and 
Mr. Bookman was the first engineer. He had been employed 
by the state under Mr. Hyatt when Mr. Edmonston was the 
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assistant director.) So that meeting in Laguna Beach 
was a very historic meeting. 
MINK: Why was that? 
FARRAR: Because that meeting decided that for reasons 
of ecomony and need, the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California should be the agency to secure 
added water supplies and promote the State Water Project 
that Mr. Edmonston had been placing before us. On December 
16, 1952, a special meeting was called of the Board of 
Directors of the Metropolitan Water District, and the 
day before that meeting, on the fifteenth, the Water 
Problems Committee had gone into the matter quite thor-
oughly and had decided that we would recommend a public 
policy statement in this regard. I was one of the commit-
tee of three that formulated the policy resolution. That 
resolution is quite historic and important, and if you 
don't mind I'll read it, because it's upon that base that 
the people of Southern California became vitally interested 
in the State Water Project and worked for its enactment 
and for its construction. 

That resolution reads as follows—and I'm reading from 
the text of the official resolution: 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
is prepared, with its existing governmental powers and 
its present and projected distribution facilities, to 
provide its service area with adequate supplies of water 
to meet expanding and increasing needs in the years 
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ahead. The District now is providing its service 
area with a supplemental water supply from the 
Colorado River. When and as additional water 
resources are required to meet increasing needs 
for domestic, industrial and municipal water, The 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
will be prepared to deliver such supplies. 
Taxpayers and water users residing within The Metro-
politan Water District of Southern California already 
have obligated themselves for the construction of an 
aqueduct supply and distribution system involving a 
cost in excess of $350,000,000. This system has been 
designed and constructednin a manner that permits 
orderly and economic extensions and enlargements to 
deliver the District's full share of Colorado River 
water, as well as water from other sources as required 
in the years ahead. Establishment of overlapping and 
paralleling governmental authorities and water distri-
bution facilities to service Southern California 
areas would place a wasteful and unnecessary financial 
burden upon all of the people of California, and 
particularly the residents of Southern California. 

MINK: I take it that the committee was pretty much of 
one mind. There were no dissenters? 
FARRAR: No. Not at that .time. There were no dissenters, 
and it was passed unanimously by the Board of Directors, 
as I have read it, on December 16, 1952. The meeting 
in Laguna Beach had been held December 12. This statement 
of. policy is known as the Laguna Beach declaration. 
MINK: There was no difficulty about coming to agreement 
about this statement at Laguna Beach. 
FARRAR: No. The next item of interest in following this 
chronologically—and we>had been talking to Mr. A.D. 
Edmonston throughout this time—was a tour which he arranged 
for the Metropolitan Board of Directors. We flew to 
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Sacramento; Mr. Edmonston arranged for transportation by-
Greyhound bus and took us to Oroville. This was October 7, 
1954. There we viewed the site of the Oroville Dam and 
some work going on by the Highway Department in locating 
the Transmountain Highway that went up the Feather River 
Canyon as well as the possible relocation of the Western 
Pacific Railroad. Those two transportation facilities had 
to be completely rerouted and redesigned because Lake 
Oroville would flood the existing railroad and existing 
highway for quite a number of miles. Then we were hosted 
at a lunch in Oroville that day, and out of that meeting 
grew what was known at the time, in the early days, as the 
Feather River Association, which later developed into what 
is now a very active statewide organization, well-financed, 
the California Water Resources Association. Its membership 
consists of many governmental bodies, counties and cities; 
and the Metropolitan Water District is one of its members 
and financial backers. It was this statewide group that 
largely did the promotion work necessary to bring the 
water project to fruition. At Oroville that day, Mr. 
Edmonston and his staff pointed out all the different cons-
truction ideas; and then that evening we had a civic 
dinner in Sacramento. And on October 8, the party then 
started south by bus and viewed the route that Mr. Edmonston 
was suggesting for the completion of the statewide project. 
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MINK: There's a question I'd like to ask about the 
Feather River Association. You state that it grew out of 
the luncheon meeting. Was it any one individual's idea? 
FARRAR: Well, it was mainly the idea of the Oro.ville 
Chamber of Commerce and the cities of Marysville and Yuba 
City. They were quite anxious to see something of this 
type built, because of the great flood danger to Yuba City 
and Marysville. Before the dam was completed, you will 
recall that there were great floods in both of those cities 
with great loss of life. And also, that area surrounding 
Oroville had constant water problems because of the great 
runoff of the Feather River in certain seasons and low 
water in the fall of the year. I think that the Feather 
River Association, you could say fairly, was a product of 
the thinking of some people in Oroville; the first presi-
dent was a man from Oroville. I don't recall his name at 
the moment, but he was a very active citizen in that area 
and served as president for the first two years. 

Going on, the group stayed overnight in Taft, in the 
San Joaquin Valley, where Mr. Edmonston explained the basic 
survey work that his office had done, and then the tour 
ended in Los Angeles on the following Saturday. On this 
trip, the Metropolitan directors evinced strong interest 
in the project. Mr. [Joseph] Jensen, at one of the dinners— 
he was then chairman and still is—told the people that the 
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directors were making this trip, seeking information, 
as a means of arriving at a determination in the district's 
policy, and that we were very happy to meet with the people 
of Northern California so that we could have a better under-
standing and develop mutual interests. 

MINK: Would you say that Mr. Jensen was attempting to sell 
the whole State Water Project for the MWD? 
FARRAR: Not at that time, I don't think. He was not as 
active a backer of the conception of the project at that 
time as some others. He was quite guarded in his statements; 
he wasn't opposed, and yet he wasn't totally convinced. 
You want to understand that Mr. Jensen is a very eminent 
engineer and geologist, and a very conservative man—and 
a very good friend of mine, by the way. I got acquainted 
with Mr. Jensen before I was on the board of the Metropolitan 
Water District, soon after he became chairman of the 
Metropolitan Water District, which was in 1949. 

Some years were to transpire before any active work 
could be started, because outside of the actual surveying 
work that had been done, the legislature had been very 
reticent to appropriate any large sums of money for this 
project. However, there were some appropriations in the 
middle-1950s to carry on investigative work; and there 
was some money set aside to relocate the highway; and 
negotiations were carried on with the Western Pacific 
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Railroad to relocate that line. 
Edmund G. Brown was elected governor in 195 8, and when 

he took office in January, 1959, he became very much inter-
ested in the California Water Project as a whole. He had 
a majority of both houses of the legislature with him. 
The state government at that time was controlled by the 
Democratic party. Edmund G. Brown had been district 
attorney of San Francisco prior to his election as attor-
ney general; he was then elected governor. He threw the 
weight of his administration behind the California Water 
Project and, with the great help of Carley Porter of 
Compton and Senator Hugh Burns of Fresno, introduced legis-
lation in early 1959 which is known today as the Burns-
Porter Act. This was debated all during the year and 

finally was passed by the legislature and signed by the 
governor. This act used the existing framework of what 
is known as the Central Valley Project, which was passed 
in the 1930s. Within that framework, this legislation has 
put the state of California into the water development 
business. This was the first time that the state had ever 
entered into anything of this kind and was a completely 
new venture for the state to undertake. Previous to this 
time, most of the water development had been done by 
either local agencies or the federal government. The 
Burns-Porter Act called for a bond issue to be voted on 
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by the people in the November, 1960 election in the 
amount of $1.75 billion. Soon after the passage of the 
Burns-Porter Act by the legislature, Mr. Edmonston Came 
to the Metropolitan Water District to interest the Board 
of Directors in starting negotiations for an additional 
water supply in view of the Laguna Beach declaration that 
had been adopted in 1952. Now, this is a period of some 
six or seven years later. But during that time the Metro-
politan Water District had become deeply interested, 
because the Arizona-California litigation on the Colorado 
River gave the directors of the Metropolitan a lot of worry 
because it was thought by many of us that the judgment in 
the case might be adverse, as it turned out to be, to 
California interests. 

The Colorado River, by the way, is completely controlled 
by the secretary of the interior of the federal government. 
He had made contracts with various agencies throughout the 
whole Colorado River system, which in total took practically 
all the available supply of the Colorado River in the best 
years of water production in the Rocky Mountains. In addi-
tion, when Franklin Roosevelt was president, and Texas 
had very strong representation and the leadership of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, an agreement was 
reached whereby Texas acquired all the rights that Mexico 
had in the Rio Grande River, and in exchange the Republic 
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of Mexico was given 1.5 million acre-feet of the rights 
in the Colorado River water. Now,, that 1.5 million acre-
feet today is the subject of dispute and debate between 
the United States and Mexico. You've read a great deal 
about Mexico's water problems in the Imperial Valley. 
That 1.5 million acre-feet a year is completely beyond 
the production of the Colorado River, and therefore we 
have a shortage in the Colorado River supply to take care 
of the actual contracts that the Department of the Interior 
made with the different agencies in California, the Rocky 
Mountain states, and the states of Arizona and Nevada. 
So the Arizona-California lawsuit was very fundamental, 
and the decision of that lawsuit finally was not handed 
down until after we had made a contract with the State 
Water Project. The judgment gave Arizona not all it wanted 
but gave them sufficient amount to justify building a pro-
ject to Arizona from the Colorado River, and it cut the 
Metropolitan Water District federal contract in half. 
These are some of the reasons that the State Water Project 
became so important, because some of us could see that 
coming; that if California lost the Arizona suit, we would 
have to have another supply, and soon. 

MINK: So in Mr. Edmonston's overtures to the board, there 
was a hearty concurrence. 
FARRAR: Yes. Governor Brown had taken office in January, 
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1959, and the Burns-Porter Act had been passed and signed 
by him. He started to be very active in contacting the 
Metropolitan Water District with an excellent reason, 
because the California Water Project could not be financed 
without Southern California. Just as simple as that. 
The $1.75 billion was not the total cost of the project. 
That's only part of the cost. The total cost will be some-
where in the neighborhood of $2.8 billion, of which over 
$2.3 billion has been spent at this time. Some of that 
money comes from tideland oil revenues, and some comes 
from the federal government's participation in flood 
control. The cost of recreational facilities and fish 
and wildlife projects and all that type of construction 
built into the total project are borne by the general 
public of the state, because they're not appertinent 
and necessary to the production and delivery of water 
but are very necessary for the benefit of the people. 

An additional provision of this understanding was that 
until 75% of the production of the State Water Project 
had been contracted for, no contract would be valid or 
binding upon the agency dealing with the state of Calif-
ornia. Therefore it became very apparent, since the Metro-
politan Water District was personally negotiating for 1.5 million 
acre-feet a year out of a total of 4 million, that Metro-
politan had to be the vital agency that had to sign a 
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contract in order for the project to be built. This gets 
a little involved, but it's very clear to anyone that 
economics demanded that the Metropolitan Water District 
should be the major contractor, because Metropolitan Water 
District has within its boundaries over half of the assessed 
valuation of the total state of California and has over 
half of the population of the state. Most people are 
amazed when you tell them that, but that's a fact, and 
it's borne out by the statistics and population figures: 
the state has now something over 20 million people, and 
Metropolitan has approximately 10.5 million people within 
its boundaries. That growth has developed because of the 
foresightedness of Southern California in water supplies. 
That's the basic reason for the development of Southern 
California, because of the foresightedness of the people 
of the south in attaining long-range adequate water supply. 
We've never had any shortage in Southern California. You've 
lived here a long time, and you know that's correct. We've 
never had a water shortage in Southern California. 
MINK: So without us, they couldn't do a thing; and I'm 
sure that the MWD board was aware of this. 
FARRAR: Yes. 
MINK: So what happened? 

FARRAR: Well, we had been talking with Mr. Edmonston, but 
in 1957, he died in office. His assistant, Harvey Banks, 
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was appointed by Governor Knight to succeed him as the 
first director of water resources. Edmund G. Brown, when 
he became governor, was very much aware of Harvey Banks's 
ability, especially as a negotiator, as an excellent 
engineer, and as a very fine gentleman. He's a personal 
friend of mine, and I'd vouch for his ability, his integ-
rity, and his sound engineering background. The first 
thing that happened was that we saw it would be necessary 
for the Metropolitan Water District's Executive Committee 
to insist that we have a meeting before actual negotiations 
started with the governor. Through Harvey Banks and our 
representative in Sacramento, we had employed just previous 
to this time a man by the name of William Fairbank, Jr., 
who had been an assistant director in the state Department 
of Water Resources, and we placed him in Sacramento as a 
representative of the Metropolitan Water District. Between 
Bill Fairbank and Harvey Banks, a meeting was arranged 
with Governor Brown to be held in his office in January of 
1960. 

Now, going back to the structure of the Metropolitan 
Water District at this time: previous to 1957, there had 
not been an executive committee. But a number of directors 
saw the necessity of it because of this very thing—that 
the development of the State Water Project necessitated a 
small group who would be given authority by the board to 
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handle all legislative and public relations matters rela-
tive especially to this project because you cannot nego-
tiate and handle such a large matter in public meetings. 
You have to have people who can talk to state officials 
with some authority. The Executive Committee was set up 
under the authority of the Board of Directors with the 
chairman of the board, the vice-chairman, and the secre-
tary as ex officio members. The committee was to be 
composed of five, with the other two men to be elected 
by the Board of Directors. Mr. A..H. Allen of Santa Ana 
and I were the two men elected to constitute the first 
Executive Committee with the other three men, who were 
Joseph Jensen, Warren Butler, and Fred Heilbron of San 
Diego. (By the way, I just attended his funeral service 
about three weeks in San Diego. He died at the age of 
ninety-six—a wonderful man, a very active man in San 
Diego County, and a very fine gentleman.) Then the Exec-
utive Committee was enlarged in 1959 to consist of nine 
men, six elected from the Board of Directors. Mr. Jensen, 
Mr. Butler and I are the only ones who have served contin-
uously on the Executive Committee since its inception. 
So the Executive Committee, with the chairman of the 
Water Problems Committee—then Ransom Chase of Los Angeles, 
who had been selected by the Executive Committee to be 
chairman of the Water Problems Committee—conducted this 
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first conference with Edmund G. Brown in Sacramento in 
January of 1960. (I was offered the post since I was 
vice-chairman, but MWD has a rule that no member of the 
Executive Committee can serve as chairman of a specific 
standing committee; I had to make a choice, and I turned 
down the chairmanship of the Water Problems Committee to 
continue on the Executive Committee^) Governor Brown 
had with him Mr. Harrington of the noted law firm in 
San Francisco that are bond specialists; Rajtph Brody, 
who was his special advisor; Harvey Banks, the director 
of water resources; and the chief counsel of the Department 
of Water Resources represented the state at this meeting. 
The Metropolitan Water District was represented by a major-
ity of the Executive Committee and Ransom Chase. From 
our staff we had Robert B. Diemer, who was general manager; 
Robert Skinner, assistant general manager; and Charles 
Cooper, who was chief counsel. 

Now, going back just shortly before this, Mr. Diemer 
was seventy years old, and therefore his retirement was 
automatic. But he was a very noted engineer, especially 
in construction, and we were engaged at that time in the 
completion of the Colorado River Aqueduct. In other words, 
the Colorado River Aqueduct, when it was first built, 
had been built to only half capacity in parts of its long 
way over to the coastal plain. The tunnels and the canals 
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had been built to full capacity, but the siphons and pipe-
lines had only been built to half capacity. We were 
engaged in completing that to full capacity, and so we 
got legislation through to allow Mr. Diemer to continue 
two years, so that he could complete the Colorado River 
Aqueduct. Then the Executive Committee insisted that 
because of Mr. Diemer's imminent retirement, even with the 
added two years, we wanted Mr. Skinner assigned to the exec-
utive duty of the negotiations, from an engineering stand-
point, with the Department of Water Resources. That was 
adopted by the board, and he was assigned. The Water 
Problems Committee was then given authority by the board 
to be the committee to work with Mr. Skinner and Mr. Cooper 
in the negotiations with the state. 

After this meeting in Sacramento with Governor Brown, 
in which we urged him to adopt policies, basic policies 
that were needed before negotiations could start, the 
Water Problems Committee took over after Governor Brown 
and his staff had announced those basic policies. From 
then on, it was a very arduous task that the committee and 
Mr. Skinner and Mr. Cooper engaged in. It took a lot of 
time. You can't imagine the amount of time and thought 
that had to be given, because of its great importance. 
Governor Brown at the first conference told us that no 
negotiations would take place with any other agency until 
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the Metropolitan contract's basic policies had been decided 
on, because without the Metropolitan Water District there 
couldn't be any State Water Project. Since California 
had never done anything like this before and there were 
no basic laws regarding such contracts, it was a very 
important and arduous task. I'm very thankful that I've 
had some legal education, because it stood me good stead 
during all these discussions, and there were many of them. 
During the year 196 0—as you know, I live in Hemet—I spent 
an average of two days a week in Los Angeles on this matter. 
MINK: And you commuted back and forth? 

FARRAR: Yes. Mr. Skinner, of course, devoted full time, 
and Mr. Cooper devoted practically full time. And then we 
had assistants to them, of course, because of the great 
engineering that had to be done in figuring out all these 
different refinements of the basic water transfer system 
of the aqueduct which was to be built, plus all the legal 
points that had to be discussed and settled. It was a 
big job. This gives you some idea of the immensity Of it. 
Since the contract was first evolved, it has been amended 
fifteen times. 
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TAPE NUMBER: V, SIDE ONE 
MARCH 9, 1973 

MINK: Continuing now in the matter of the State Water 
Project, you had been discussing the meetings with Brown 
and the result as it affected the MWD. 
FARRAR: At this point, I would like to give the names of 
the members of the Water Problems Committee who I think 
deserve a great deal of credit for the amount of time 
they gave in the discussions of the state-Metropolitan 
contract, which, as I stated, took a great deal of time 
and effort. These men consisted of the chairman of the 
committee, Ransom Chase, an attorney in Los Angeles; 
Joseph Jensen, chairman of the board; Warren C. Butler, 
vice-chairman of the board, Luther Anderson of Los Angeles; 
Howard Mills of Los Angeles (now deceased); Conrad Fanton 
of Altadena (now deceased); Fred Heilbron of San Diego 
(just recently deceased). I served as vice-chairman of the 
committee. After the meeting with Governor Brown, and 
because of is statewide importance, there was a statewide 
citizens group formed to promote a favorable vote on the 
bond issue at the November, 1960 election. Preston Hotchkis 
of Los Angeles was the chairman for Southern California. 
Norris Poulson, who was then mayor of the city of Los 
Angeles, also took a very active part in favor of the 
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State Water Project. 
MINK: Incidentally, what did you think of Mayor Poulson 
as a man? You must have had some contact with him. 
FARRAR: Yes, I know Norris Poulson quite well. I have 
known him since he was in Congress. I have a very high 
regard for him. I think he's an excellent man and made 
a good mayor. He was also a very good congressman. And 
by the way, while he was mayor, Norris Poulson appointed 
Alan Williams as his administrative assistant? Alan Williams 
left the city administration at the end of Poulson's term 
and is now in charge of the public relations department 
of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. 
Alan's father was one of the executives of the Hearst 
newspaper chain, and Alan was on the editorial staff of 
the Los Angeles Examiner before moving to City Hall. 
MINK: I always thought from my contacts with Norris 
Poulson that he was a man of very simple background, and 
he seemed to retain a quality of being—maybe to use a 
corny term—"just plain folks." 
FARRAR: He was very approachable. 
MINK: Yes. Did you have that feeling about him? 
FARRAR: Yes. I see him quite often. Up till very recently, 
he was an active member of the California Water Commission. 
He is not in good health. I think I saw him about three 
or four months ago, and it's my intention to invite him 
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to the dedication of the completion of the State Water 
Project. 
MINK: I hope he'll be able to come. 
FARRAR: The idea that Governor Brown proposed of the 
Metropolitan Water District contract being the first and 
basic contract to be negotiated did not meet with universal 
approval over the state. Because of those objections, it 
became necessary for the Metropolitan District to do some-
thing affirmative? and so on June 9, 1960, which was after 
Governor Brown had announced the basic policies on which 
these negotiations would take place, a conference with 
Governor Brown was held in Sacramento. At that meeting 
Metropolitan presented its ideas regarding this contract, 
which at that time, as I've stated, involved 1.5 million 
acre-feet of the total of 4 million that the state deter-
mined it could provide for the project. At that same 
meeting, the state people also provided some of their 
basic ideas as to what should go into the contract; this 
presentation was made by Harvey Banks, director of the 
Department of Water Resources. The idea of this contract 
being the basic one and the first one and the only one 
being negotiated met with so much disapproval statewide 
that the assembly's Committee on Water held a full-scale 
hearing in Santa Monica on July 18 and 19," 1960, under 
the chairmanship of Carley Porter. 
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MINK: Who were the most vociferous segments of disap-
proval? 
FARRAR: The people in the north, principally, the Santa 
Clara County people. To understand this background you 
want to remember that the State Water Project starts in 
the north. It begins in Plumas County and delivers water 
to the Mexican border. We have what's called the Feather 
River section, the tributaries and section around the 
Feather River, and, as I recall, Yuba City has a contract 
for water. Then we come south and we have what's called 
the North Bay Aqueduct. 
MINK: Which would be the areas of both San Francisco 
and the wine<-growing country? 
FARRAR: Yes, in that general area, but not the city of 
San Francisco. I can give you that exact location when 
I give you the broad scope of how much the actual contracts 
finally amounted to by way of geography. Then the next 
segment is known as the South Bay Aqueduct. Santa Clara 
County and Alameda County are the principal contractors, 
and they were the first people to be delivered State 
Project water; Santa Clara County is largely dependent 
on the State Water Project today. They were the ones that 
first asked that this hearing be held. Kern County, which 
was very vitally interested, also joined with Santa Clara 
County later in asking that the hearings be held. At that 

168a 



two-day hearing, the drafts of contracts that had been 
prepared by the state and Metropolitan were completely 
gone over. The ideas of the people to be served by the 
South Bay Aqueduct were gone into in great detail. After 
this legislative committee hearing, negotiations took on 
a much more intensive schedule, and numerous conferences 
were held by MWD with the state, both in Los Angeles and 
Sacramento. For example, in August of 1960, six full 
days of conferences took place in Sacramento on different 
days, and two full days of meetings in Los Angeles. And 
of course, all these meetings had to be prepared for and 
fully discussed. Principles and policies had to be dis-
cussed in the committee in Los Angeles, and we met both 
with the state people and without them. 
MINK: When you say "we," this was your Executive Committee? 
FARRAR: The Water Problems Committee principally, and the 
Executive Committee also. But the Water Problems Committee 
was given the authority to negotiate this contract, because 
the Water Problems Committee of the Metropolitan Water 
District is given the authority and the responsibility of 
securing adequate water supplies for Southern California. 
MINK: You were still on the Executive Committee, but you 
also sat.... 
FARRAR: I was vice-chairman of the Water Problems Committee. 
MINK: You could serve as vice-chairman... 
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FARRAR: ...but not as chairman. That's right, you 
could serve as vice-chairman but not as chairman. 
MINK: I was going to ask you, when you were mentioning 
that: I think I understand the purpose of making this 
rule, but perhaps you could go into it a little more. 
FARRAR: The purpose of the rule is a very simple thing 
in political life. If you're going to have an efficient, 
effective organization, a legislative organization, you 
have to devise a means of getting as many people active 
and giving their time to it as is possible. Therefore, 
the rules that Metropolitan laid down were that the Execu-
tive Committee members could not serve as chairman of the 
six standing committees, that each director must serve on 
two standing committees and on the Executive Committee if 
he's elected to that position. Therefore, in that way, 
you get more people involved. On the Executive Committee, 
you have six from the Board of Directors and you have six 
committee chairmen. We try to group the chairmen and the 
members of the Executive Committee so that they represent 
geographically all of Southern California; and therefore, 
with all these men, you get a broad cross section of not 
only ability, but also of the people. 
MINK: Representation of all Southern California. 
FARRAR: Yes, of points of view and the different interests 
which are found to exist in an area as big as the Metropolitan 
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Water District serves. This is a tremendous economic area. 
The Metropolitan Water District economic wealth is close 
to the economic wealth of the New York metropolitan area. 
It has about the same population—not quite as much in the 
way of bank deposits, but in manufacturing and trade and 
that type of thing, it's becoming pretty nearly the equal 
of the New York City metropolitan area. And, of course, 
as you know, the state of California is the first state 
now in population. 

These meetings in August, as they went on, were very 
complicated. On September 14, 1960, to make the compli-
cations more intricate, a suit was filed in Kings County 
against the governor of California and the director ofr 
the Department of Water Resources to enjoin the state from 
signing or otherwise agreeing on behalf of the state to 
any contract between the state and the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California. 
MINK: Well, that sort of made the whole thing collapse, 
then. 
FARRAR: That message was the purpose of the lawsuit. It 
was financed, as nearly as we can tell, by a pretty broad 
group from the upper San Joaquin Valley and the north. 
MINK: Rich farmers. 
FARRAR: Yes. This lawsuit further asked that no contracts 
should be made, not only for water but also for any power 
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to be developed by the facilities that would be financed 
by the bond issue to be voted on November 8, 1960, until 
all such contracts were approved by the legislature if the 
bond act received a favorable vote of the people. Well, 
this practically threw a big roadblock in the way. Of 
course, a meeting was immediately held between the Metro-
politan and the governor and his staff on September 16, 
two days after the suit was filed. This lawsuit, of course, 
was discussed at length, and the governor assured us that 
it would be defended with all the resources of the state. 
The Kings County court set September 19 for the state to 
appear to show cause why the state should not be enjoined 
from entering into any contract before the election of 
November 8, 1960. And also, the suit required that both 
houses of the legislature should approve the Metropolitan 
contract before it became effective. That would have 
been practically impossible. Just prior to this time, 
on September 10, Governor Brown had written a letter to 
Metropolitan and enclosed a form of contract which had 
resulted from the negotiations up to that date for 1.5 
million acre-feet; and MWD was asked in that letter to 
outline its agreement with all the provisions in the con-
tract that they could agree to, and to set out any disagree-
ment of any provision, and the reasons therefore, and that 
the contract should not take effect until ninety days after 
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the 1961 session of the legislature should adjourn. That 
draft of contract also provided that the Metropolitan 
Water District would have to secure a judgment from the 
supreme court of the state of California as to the contract's 
validity and constitutionality. So with this Kings 
County lawsuit on file, the Water Problems Committee of 
the Metropolitan board were up against a pretty difficult 
situation. We didn't know just which way to move, but we 
did continue right along in the negotiations, and we had 
continuous meetings. We had a Water Problems Committee 
meeting and a board meeting once a week during all this 
period; these took two days a week. 

One of the key votes, the first really key vote that 
took place in the board, was on October 4 of 1960, when 
the Water Problems Committee recommended that MWD approve 
the general outline of the contract that had been submitted 
by the state. And, of course, you must remember that this 
contract had been worked out and negotiated with the 
Metropolitan committee and staff with the state people, 
and the resulting contract was the result of those nego-
tiations. The motion that was made at that meeting, in 
essence, provided that if the Kings County lawsuit was 
decided favorably for the state, we would enter into a 
contract with the state. But that recommendation was 
defeated, and the defeat was largely by the city of Los 
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Angeles men who were present at that meeting—there were 
five of the Los Angeles directors present—by a vote of 
three to two, which under the block voting rules existing 
at that time, threw all of the Los Angeles vote against the 
motion. Now, in the voting of the Metropolitan Water 
District, you must understand, Mr. Mink, that for each 
$10 million of assessed value, a director has one vote. 
MINK: Oh, so it's all on what you have in the way of 
economic resources. 
FARRAR: Yes. Every district is allowed one director for 
every $750 million of assessed value. Everything over 
$750 million of assessed value would entitle a district 
to two directors. And then in multiples of 750, you'd 
gain directors. In other words, at that time, Los Angeles, 
as I recall, had eight directors. 
MINK: Whereas, for example, Eastern... 
FARRAR: ...had one. But to equalize the vote, every 
$10 million of assessed valuation gave a director one 
vote. And every multiple of that gave him the total 
number of votes. Los Angeles, at that time, as I recall, 
probably had approximately 40% of the vote. And, to make 
it more complicated, when the roll is called, if five 
out of the eight Los Angeles directors voted for a motion, 
the other three directors lost their vote, if they had 
voted against. All of Los Angeles's votes went in favor 
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of a motion or against it according to the majority of 
Los Angeles directors. And that's what happened regarding 
the votes on the state contract. In the committee meet-
ings, Mr. Jensen and Mr. Mills were the Los Angeles men 
against, and Mr. Anderson and Mr. Chase were the Los 
Angeles men for. 
MINK: So they were divided equally? 
FARRAR: They were divided equally in the committee. But 
when it came to the board vote, in the first two or three 
votes, Mr. Jensen and his group had a majority; and there-
fore Los Angeles voted against. At the next meeting on 
October 11, the board received letters from the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce and the Southern California Water 
Conference, and the statewide group of which Preston 
Hotchkis was co-chairman; these were read and discussed, 
and another key vote was taken on the motion to endorse 
the bond proposal that was to be on the ballot on Novem-
ber 8 and to enter into a contract. Again, the motion 
was defeated by a Los Angeles vote of their directors, 
four to three. And the "no" votes in that meeting were 
Mr. Jensen, Mr. Mills, Noah Dietrich, and Ferdinand 
Mendenhall from Van Nuys. 
MINK: There was something you were going to tell me about 
Noah Dietrich. 
FARRAR: We'll get to that. Mr. Chase, Mr. Anderson, and 
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Mr. Griffith voted for the proposal. In other words, I 
think the motion was actually a motion to table a motion 
that had been favoring the bond issue on the ballot and 
the contract. Los Angeles was a key vote and Los Angeles 
defeated the motion—which, in essence,, did not put MWD 
on record as favoring either the bond issue or entering 
into a contract. 

We had another key vote on October 17, and it was about 
this time in the negotiations and the meeting in Los Angeles 
that the judge in Kings County ruled that the case before 
him had no merit. He lifted all the restraining orders 
and held in favor of the state of California, which allowed 
us to continue the negotiations and make a decision on 
whether we would enter into the contract. This third key 
vote was a motion by Mr. Chase as chairman of the committee. 
And before the motion was put, the Feather River Association 
letter was read? and, of course, it favored and endorsed 
Proposition 1, the bond issue on the ballot...A letter 
and form of contract from Governor Brown was also presented 
with a telegram from Harvey Banks stating their position. 
On the roll call vote to approve the contract and endorse 
Proposition 1, the bond issue, the vote was very close. 
The roll call showed 620 votes in favor and 728 "no." 
And of the 72 8 "no," Los Angeles cast 43 8. You can see 
if that had been switched to the "yes" side, what a dif-
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ference it would have made. The "nos" again, came from 
the same men—Dietrich, Jensen, Mendenhall and Mills; 
and the same men who voted "aye" were Anderson, Chase, 
and Griffith. Mr. Jensen, after that vote, stated to the 
board that he was opposing the contract and that he was 
going to release a statement to the news media in opposi-
tion, which he did. 

Another meeting was held by the Water Problems Committee 
on October 31, with the board meeting to follow on November 
1. This whole problem was again fully considered, and the 
committee again recommended that we endorse Proposition'1, 
the bond issue, and enter into the contract that had been 
submitted to it on October 25 by the state. Before the 
vote, we had members of the legislature appear before us, 
as well as leaders of the Feather River Association, the 
statewide committee, and the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 
After long debate, since this was a special meeting for 
this one purpose, the November 1 roll call was 1,291 votes 
"aye" and 31 "no." This key vote changed the whole pic-
ture. Evidently a lot of votes had been won outside the 
Metropolitan Water District boardrooms, and especially in 
the Los Angeles delegation and the Metropolitan area immed-
iately surrounding Los Angeles. In Los Angeles itself, 
Mayor Poulson had become very active. And Governor Brown 
had also been very active. 
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The final vote on that day showed five directors 
from Los Angeles present. (Mr. [Victor H.] Rossetti, 
a director whom I hadn't mentioned, was very ill and. 
not present during this whole time. He was president 
of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, and you remember that 
he was a very outstanding citizen.) Mr. Mendenhall was 
not present; neither was Mr. Griffith. So it was five 
directors from Los Angeles present on that crucial day. 
The roll call was started, and you could see a change as 
the roll call went around. Of course, everybody who had 
voted in favor continued to vote in favor, and some that 
had been on the fence voted in favor, and then when it 
came to the Los Angeles group, they were called in alpha-
betical order. Mr. Anderson was the first called, and 
he voted "aye" as he had done before, and Mr. Chase voted 
"aye" as he had before. Noah Dietrich stood up and, as 
I recall, said these words: "Joe, I'm very sorry, but I'm 
going to change my vote from 'no' to 'yes,'" and sat 
down. The "no" votes were still Jensen and Mills, but of 
course the majority turned the Los Angeles vote of 400-
and-some votes over to the "aye" side, and so the final 
vote was 1,291 to 31. Opinion all over California solid-
ified to the effect that had not MWD endorsed the bond 
issue and signed the contract with the state, the bond 
issue would have been defeated; I agree with that conclusion. 
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MINK: If Rossetti had been present? 
FARRAR: Rossetti would have been in favor, for he had 
notified the committee. 
MINK: So it still would have gone through. 
FARRAR: It would have been five to three, yes; with 
Rossetti, it would have been five to three. But he was 
very ill, and soon afterward he passed:away. Of course, 
during all these negotiations, we had a lot of disputes 
in Metropolitan over the provisions. You must understand 
that the aqueduct as it's built now into Southern Calif-
ornia has two branches, called the west and east aqueducts. 
The west branch ends at Castaic, the reservoir which is 
in the vicinity of Newhall. The other branch, called the 
east branch, goes around through Lancaster, Palmdale, Little 
Rock, and on around, skirts the eastern slope of the moun-
tains, and empties into a reservoir that's been named for 
a man by the name of Silverwood, who was the nephew of 
the man who founded the Silverwood stores in Los Angeles. 
He was quite active in the water field. Then from Lake 
Silverwood, it goes down through a power plant in Devil 
Canyon and by pipeline to Lake Perris, which is the south-
ern terminus. In Metropolitan, there was great dispute, 
and Los Angeles interests didn't want the east branch 
built at all. They wanted all the water to come into 
the west branch, through the west branch, and the Los 
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Angeles directors proposed to transport the water east 
from the west branch. And of course, that would have 
been an uphill proposition. In other words, what was 
really back of it was forcing the people that would be 
served by the east branch to take Colorado River water, 
and the area in Los Angeles would get all state water, 
which is of higher quality. In other words, Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties and San Diego County would 
have been forced to take Colorado River water. 

Now, the state saw a need for water in Antelope 
Valley, which consisted of Lancaster, Palmdale, and 
Little Rock. San Bernardino County—that is, the area 
around the city of San Bernardino and Redlands—had turned 
down annexation to the Metropolitan Water District in 
two previous elections. Therefore, the state felt that 
they should build the east branch, and insisted on it. 

Then there was great dispute between Metropolitan 
and the state over how the pump lift should be built 
to get water across the Tehachapi Mountains. Metropolitan 
spent about $1 million in consulting fees with Bechtel 
Corporation, as I recall this. 

There were two ideas. One was that the water 
should be lifted in one lift; and the other idea was 
that it should be lifted in three lifts. We had had 
experience in Metropolitan with that type of lift on the 
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Colorado River Aqueduct. This lift in the Tehachapi 
Mountains was of much greater height, being about 1,960 
feet. The water had to be lifted up the north face of 
the Tehachapi Mountains. The final decision was left 
up to a review board of engineers appointed from a list 
of eminent men all over the United States. This board 
decided on the one lift, and so that was how the final 
decision was made. That's what has been built and is 
now known as the Edmonston Pumping Plant, which was dedi-
cated in October, 1971. 

The financing of the state aqueduct was quite unique, 
and that caused a lot of debate as to how equitably to 
distribute the cost of the aqueduct among the water contrac-
tors . It was agreed in the beginning—and the people were 
so told when they voted on the bond issue in November, 1960— 
that the total water project would be self-supporting and 
would not be a burden on the general fund, except for 
those items built into it that were not part of the cost 
of water, such as recreation, fish and wildlife, and 
flood control. So the method was evolved that the cost 
of the aqueduct would be borne first by the delta water 
charge. Now, all the water from the north comes into 
the delta. It's fed in through the Sacramento River 
channel. The Feather River, with Oroville Dam, starts 
water into the Feather River tributary of the Sacramento 
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River and is thus fed into the Sacramento River. It 
comes down into the delta and is pumped out of the delta 
at the southern end. 
MINK: Isn't the water polluted? 
FARRAR: It's reasonably good quality. It's very good 
quality from the mineral standpoint. A peripheral canal 
is proposed and will be completed in about ten years along 
the eastern edge of the delta. It'll take the water out 
of the Sacramento River before it actually gets into the 
delta and transport it around the eastern edge of the delta, 
letting water out in different places along this peripheral 
canal route into the delta to feed the delta needs and to 
keep the salt water from coming up from San Francisco 
Bay. Salt water in the past, in times of dry years, has 
even reached as far as Stockton and has reached Sacramento 
many times, at high tide. This peripheral canal will even-
tually have to be built, and it will then direct fresh 
water around the delta and will be much more effective in 
preserving the delta agriculture, in keeping down the salt 
intrusion, and in preserving fish and wildlife. There's 
a great effort in Northern California in some quarters to 
prevent the building of that canal, today. 
MINK: Why? 
FARRAR: On the same grounds as the Kings County suit that 
was filed. 
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MINK: Just obstruction. 
FARRAR: Yes. Now, this delta water charge includes the 
servicing of all the costs of developing of water north 
of the delta. That's paid by everybody equally on a per-
acre-foot basis of the water delivered to every contractor. 
MINK: No matter whether you live in Hemet, San Diego, or... 
FARRAR: ...up north. Doesn't make any difference. Every-
one pays that uniform delta water charge. Now, to offset 
some of those delta water charges, you have the revenue 
from the Oroville hydropower plant. In the beginning 
years, the delta water is nominally a low charge, in the 
neighborhood of about seven dollars an acre-foot, which 
for the people in the north is very cheap water. Then 
when you get south of the delta, you have to start building 
very extensive transportation facilities, canals and 
pumping plants. There is the big storage reservoir at 
San Luis, which is near Los Banos. That reservoir was 
built under a contract between the state and the federal 
government, each carrying approximately half the cost. 
The federal government's part of the water in that San 
Luis Reservoir serves areas immediately around the dam 
in the neighborhood of Los Banos and south, which is 
part of the Central Valley, the San Joaquin Valley. Then 
you have a canal running on south to two more pumping 
plants. When you get to the northern edge of the Tehachapi 
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Mountains, you have an extensive pump lift over the moun-
tains . 

The capital cost of building those facilities is what 
is called a transportation charge, and that charge is 
borne by what is known as the reach method. In other 
words, a water district in San Joaquin Valley only pays 
its part of the transportation construction cost to where 
it gets delivery of water. The contractors beyond have 
to pick up and divide the rest of the cost of the aqudduct 
in the same manner. The Metropolitan Water District has 
to pay the delta water charge, but we also have to pay 
the transportation charge to the southern terminus, which 
is at Lake Perris. 
MINK: Are these transportation costs to defray or amortize 
the capital expenditures that then will decrease to only 
operating transportation charges and delta charges? 
FARRAR: After the transportation cost is paid, which 
will be, we estimate, seventy-five or eighty years when 
the bonds are paid off. Part of the state tideland oil 
revenue that is set aside for the project's capital costs, 
that's to be paid off also; but that money then reverts 
to another fund to pay the capital costs of building 
additional facilities in the north to supply additional 
water in about fifteen to twenty years when it will 
be needed to fulfill all the contracts the state has made. 
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MINK: Which means water's never really going to get 
cheaper. [laughter] 
FARRAR: No. Then you have a third cost, which you 
might call the fixed cost of a provision for replacement 
and constant overhead of operation, whether the aqueduct 
delivers any water or not. You've got to keep the aque-
duct in condition to operate whether it has any water or 
not. 
MINK: And transportation costs would simply be operation 
of the pumping plant...? 
FARRAR: No, the transportation cost is only related to 
the capital investment. This cost that I mean is a fixed 
cost of replacement of anything: for instance, a motor 
burns out; you've got to replace it. You've got to have 
money to do that. You've got to have certain fixed over-
heads of management whether the aqueduct runs any water 
or not. Then the fourth cost is operating cost, which 
consists of power and operating personnel to operate 
the aqueduct when it is running water. 

Thus you have the four segments of costs. These 
operating costs are based on the amount of water you take 
and where you take it. For instance, Kern County has 
contracted for approximately 1 million acre-feet out of 
over 4 million of the state project. Well, they don't 
have to pay any of the capital costs or the operating 
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costs south of Kern County. But we have to pay all 
of them. It means that MWD is going to have to pay 
about 68% of the total cost of this project. 
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TAPE NUMBER: V, SIDE TWO 
MARCH 9, 1973 

MINK: You were talking about the costs of the aqueduct. 
FARRAR: I think I mentioned that in addition to the 
$1.75 billion bond issue and tideland oil revenue set 
aside, which now amounts to approximately $15 million 
a year, the state secured a court clearance to issue 
revenue bonds on certain parts of the project, mainly 
the hydroelectric plants. 
MINK: These were bonds against future revenue, is that 
correct? 
FARRAR: Yes. The first revenue bond issue was what's 
called the Oroville power plant, and that amounted to 
something in the neighborhood of $200 million; the revenues 
are based on the sale of the power from that immense power 
plant at the foot of the Oroville Dam. The state recently 
completed another revenue bond issue on the power features 
at Castaic Reservoir and the Devil Canyon power plant, 
which is between Lake Silverwood and.< Lake Perris. These 
two revenue bond issues, together with tidelands oil 
money and the original bond issue, have been sufficient 
to finance the cost of the project up to date. And it 
must be remembered that the federal government bore the 
expense of flood control that is made possible by the 
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the Oroville Dam. It's taken a lot of ingenious work 
to get all these things together, for the sale of bonds 
was impeded in the money crisis of the late sixties. 
Constitutionally, the state of California limited the 
interest rates on its bonds to 5%, and there was quite 
a period of time when bonds could not be sold at that rate. 
In fact, now the municipal bond rate has decreased some-
what, but it got as high as 7%. Therefore, it was neces-
sary in 1970 to begin putting through the legislature 
the measure to increase the bond interest rate to 7%, 
the allowable bond interest rate. In fact, not only 
were the water-bond issues held up, but the University 
of California bond sales, school bonds and veterans 
bonds, all bond issues of the state were held up because 
they could not be sold at an interest rate of 5% or 
below. That measure had to be voted on by the people, 
but first the constitutional amendment had to be put 
through the legislature so that it could get on the ballot; 
it was put on the ballot at the June election, 1970. 
Also on the ballot was a $60 million new bond issue for 
recreation facilities on the State Water Project. 

The attaining of the necessary political backing for 
this change in interest rate was very involved. The 
Metropolitan Water District had been asking the state 
to amend its contract in regard to the payment of Lake 
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Perris, which is the southern terminus, indicating that 
Metropolitan would not need that facility until the 
19 80s, and therefore didn't want to pay its annual pay-
ments of the transportation charge related to capital 
cost. While Metropolitan was in favor of the raising 
of the interest rate, others would not accede to the 
demand that Metropolitan had made to postpone the build-
ing of this reservoir for ten to fifteen years. Senator Gordon 
Cologne, who represented the area in which I live, was 
an excellent legislator, very forthright and very compe-
tent; he was also chairman of the senate water committee. 
He believed, and it was so brought out in hearings that 
my wife and I attended in Sacramento in 1967, that it was 
the duty of the legislature to see that this project was 
built in its entirety as promised to the people when the 
bond issue was voted in 1960. Those hearings, of major 
importance, were held in Sacramento and were conducted 
by the Senate Committee on Water Resources and the Assembly 
Committee on Water Resources sitting together. 

Mrs. Farrar and I had been guests of the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources and were being given the red-carpet 
treatment in viewing all the works going on on the project; 
we had made a trip over the whole project just prior to 
these hearings in Sacramento. We visited the Edmonston 
pumping plant site, which was just beginning to take form. 
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We then went to the big reservoir just being completed 
at San Luis near the city of Los Banos, and we ended 
our trip at Lake Oroville the evening of the day that 
the dam was completed. Then we came back to Sacramento 
to attend these hearings, which lasted three days. As 
a result of those hearings, the two committees of the 
legislature decided that they would use all means possible 
to see that the total State Water Project was built to its 
southern terminus.on schedule. The sale of Oroville 
revenue bonds, one of the means proposed to raise money, 
had been negotiated. So MWD's request that it be given 
more time to pay for Lake Perris ran into this opposition 
that the aqueduct should be built completely to its south-
ern terminus. 

Now, I talked to Senator Gordon Cologne at length 
about this because I was in favor of his position, and 
I took my stand against Metropolitan's request for the 
postponement of the building of the aqueduct to its comple-
tion at Perris. I got the consent of Senator Cologne to 
set up a date for a meeting in Southern California at one 
of his local offices between him and a few members of 
the MWD Executive Committee, without any of the staff 
present. (It was mainly the staff men who had engineered 
this request for a delay at Perris.) I finally arranged 
this meeting in the Executive Committee with authority 
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from Mr. Jensen that he, Mr. Butler, and I would meet 
with Senator Cologne in his office at Redlands, Calif-
ornia. At that meeting, the four of us reached an agree-
ment: Metropolitan would withdraw its request for the 
delay of the construction of Perris Reservoir if the 7% 
amendment could be put on the ballot in June; and if 
Governor Reagan would agree to support the 7% increase 
in the bond rate on the ballot, and also agree to make 
a statement that if the 7% interest increase carried, 
the construction of Lake Perris would be completed on 
schedule. That's a rather big order. But Metropolitan 
did its part at the next Executive Committee meeting. 
It formally withdrew its request by board action and sent 
a letter to the governor, to Senator Cologne, and to Mr. 
Gianelli, the director of the Department of Water Resources. 
In turn, in due time, the governor made a public state-
ment endorsing the 7% bond rate; and before the election 
in June, 1970, he also made a statement that if the consti-
tutional amendment carried, the aqueduct would be built 
to extend to the southern terminus at Perris. 
MINK: Why did the MWD oppose the completion of Lake Perris? 
FARRAR: It's mainly the result of the long argument over 
the east and west branches. Since Perris is the southern 
terminus of the east branch, it was the same people who had 
opposed the east branch in 1960. They thought they could 
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postpone the day when they would have to complete the 
east branch and pay the cost of the pipeline from Lake 
Silverwood across to Lake Perris; the total cost of all 
those items is about $100 million. 
MINK: And they opposed the construction of the east 
branch to begin with on the basis that the water should 
come in through the west branch only. 
FARRAR: Yes, in my opinion, that is the underlying basic 
reason why the east branch had been opposed. It would 
have been very impractical to bring all the water into 
the Metropolitan Water District from the west branch ter-
minus, which in elevation is 300 feet above sea level, 
whereas the area in which I live is 1,500 to 1,600 feet 
above sea level. San Diego County couldn't secure its 
water supply except through the area in which I live, 
because all the pipelines are there, they're in place. 
We had built them big enough so that they would take care 
of the state supply when it came. 

MINK: You think it was underlying the idea that they 
didn't want to see the water go into this area? 
FARRAR: Well, it's hard to pin down these things; but 
yes, I think that the basic reason was the opposition to 
the east branch, and I believe that Mr. Jensen's opposition 
to the signing of the state contract was based largely 
upon his opposition to building the east branch. 
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MINK: Why do you think he opposed the building of the 
east branch? Just because he didn't want to see that 
area get water? 
FARRAR: In committee meetings, his argument was based 
mainly upon his reasoning that the major use of the water 
from the north would be in the [Los Angeles] metropolitan 
area, that the minor use would be in our area and in 
San Diego County. His second argument was that the east 
branch, because of its higher elevation, would bring added 
power costs and added capital costs. And there were some 
geological reasons, because it's an earthquake area. How-
ever, the economics on the other side diluted his arguments, 
in my opinion; and the fact that we'd signed the contract 
in 1960 absolutely spelled out in definite terms that the 
east branch would be built. I could see no reason, and 
those who stood on that same ground could see no reason, 
legally why Metropolitan could or should oppose the comple-
tion to the southern terminus at Perris. If you didn't 
complete Lake Perris, you couldn't deliver any of the east-
branch water to the eastern part of the Metropolitan 
District, including San Diego County, for this would have 
been impossible. 

MINK: And it would have been in violation of the bond 
issue that the people voted on. 
FARRAR: Not only that, it would also have been in violation 
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of the terms of the contract we'd signed with the state, 
because the terms of the contract we'd signed with the 
state provided that the east branch would be built, and 
the east branch included Lake Perris as the southern 
terminus of that branch. 
MINK: What were Mr. Jensen's arguments and feelings 
outside the committee? In other words, what was his 
real motive? 
FARRAR: Well, probably his real motive was to delay the 
actual use of the east branch as long as possible. 
MINK: In order to deliver the state water to the Metro-
politan area? 
FARRAR: Yes. 
MINK: I give up. 
FARRAR: Every man's entitledito his opinion, and I 
respect him for standing for what he believed was right. 
You know, that's what makes our country worth living in— 
difference of opinion—and we just have to respect the 
other man's right to differ. 
MINK: And the ability to express it. 
FARRAR: Yes. Well, now, as it's turning out--and that's 
what I pointed out for many years in the Water Problems 
Committee—the growth pattern in Southern California is 
such that the county of Los Angeles is not growing as 
rapidly as the outlying sections, because the building 
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permits and the economic growth in the area to the east 
and south and north of Los Angeles have been much greater 
than in Los Angeles County itself. For example, in 1973, 
Los Angeles County actually lost population, whereas the 
population increase in San Diego and Orange and Riverside 
counties has been very great. 
MINK: Well, then it would have been impossible, for 
example, just to take the north, to have gone ahead with 
the developments in Antelope Valley, unless the east 
branch had been built? 
FARRAR: You couldn't have had it. And you couldn't have 
had that big airport that's planned up there, which will 
some day be an actual necessity. You couldn't have built 
that airport without this water supply. And another 
thing, the first use of state water is going to be predomi-
nantly from the east branch, strange as it may seem. 
MINK: Now, maybe this is a naive question, but in refuting 
Jensen's arguments, it would seem to me that the metro-
politan area of Los Angeles, including the San Fernando 
Valley, was indeed being served—although perhaps not 
adequately—by the Owens Valley Aqueduct. 
FARRAR: Yes. 
MINK: So that you have have, in effect, Owens Valley 
water plus all of the water from the north coming into 
the metropolitan area. 
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FARRAR: Well, the facts of the matter are largely as 
you indicate: the Owens Valley system... 
MINK: Which has just been enlarged. 
FARRAR: ...which has just been increased by 50% in 
volume, is primarily the basic supply of the city of 
Los Angeles. On the other hand, you have need for water 
in all the area from Beverly Hills, Culver City, Santa 
Monica, all down the coast, Long Beach, Orange County. 
Orange County does have a serious water-quality problem 
today from sea water intrusion and also from a failure 
to take care of industrial wastes. Orange County has 
grown so rapidly that they have not taken proper care of 
their ground water situation and have not made adequate 
preparation for a proper outfall sewer system. They^re 
just beginning to now. They're demanding right now rather 
large quantities of the state water supply to spread in 
the underground of Orange County. Metropolitan is plan-
ning to do that and probably will start delivering some 
of that state water late this year. So it's quite an' : 
involved situation. But it's working out for the best. 
One thing about Mr. Jensen: I would say in his defense 
that since this issue of Lake Perris dam was decided, 
he has worked very hard and stood foursquare for the 
completion of the State Water Project. 

To go on, Governor Reagan and Mr. Gianelli, director 

196a 



of the Department of Water Resources, kept their promise, 
and the election carried in June, 1970, by a big major-
ity. The rate was increased to 7%, and the bonds became 
salable. The state immediately advertised for bids on 
the Perris Dam, and I was very pleased to be the only 
person from Southern California, the only civilian from 
California, to be invited to Sacramento by the director 
of the Department of Water Resources to witness the sign-
ing of the contract for the building of that dam. That 
was in the first week of October of 19 70. The dam was 
completed six months ahead of schedule. 

Of course, we had a very fine groundbreaking ceremony 
there on October 23, 1970, at which Governor Reagan made 
the major address. It was very difficult to get him to 
agree to a date, because he was running for reelection 
in 1970. But he came, and we had a very large crowd for 
that occasion. I think the groundbreaking did a lot to 

unite the people of California, the forward-thinking 
people, because we had a good attendance from Northern 
California at this affair. 

You want to remember that the 1960 bond election 
was carried by only 171,000 majority—the total vote 
was about 4 million—which was a very narrow margin. 
Had it not been for the signing of the contract with 
Metropolitan and the state on November 4, the election 
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on November 8 on the bond issue would have" never carried 
and we wouldn't have that project today. 
MINK: I wonder if that small amount of time would have 
been enough to have turned the tide, or did you have a 
big, big publicity campaign and radio announcements to 
get this word out to the general public? 
FARRAR: Yes, we did. It was all ready. MWD signed 
the contract, or voted to sign the contract, on November 
and by resolution, Proposition 1 on the ballot, the bond 
issue, was endorsed. 
MINK: So that gave you a week. 
FARRAR: That gave a week. And the statewide committee 
used that week to publicize the fact that the project 
could be built. It would have been no use to vote the 
bond issue, Mr. Mink, because if Metropolitan hadn't 
signed the contract, there couldn't be any project built 
MINK: What means were taken, in such a short space of 
time, to make this known to enough of the voters? 
FARRAR: Well, mainly daily newspapers and television. 
MINK: Did MWD buy any time on television? 
FARRAR: No, Metropolitan is not permitted to by law. 
But the Feather River Association with the citizens 
committee had raised quite a sum of money, and they did; 
it was widely publicized. 

It's less than 1% of the total vote. The counties 
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outside of Los Angeles in Southern California had been 
engaged in an active campaign in favor of the bond issue. 
The actual favorable vote decision was made in the out-
lying counties. Now, for instance, Riverside County 
voted 80% in favor of the bond issue, and San Diego 
County was 81%. In Los Arlgeles County, the vote was 
very even. And the vote in the north was two to one 
against. But we did get a majority in Los Angeles County 
and a big majority in the outlying counties; in Orange 
County, Ventura County, Santa Barbara County, and all 
the southern counties, we got a big majority, enough to 
offset the two-to-one vote in Northern California. We 
want to remember that Santa Barbara County and San Luis 
Obispo County, which I didn't mention before, will also 
be served by the State Water Project from an aqueduct 
that will take off in the San Joaquin Valley and go over 
to the coast and down to serve those two counties. 
MINK: But that's not completed. 

FARRAR: That won't be built till 1980, but funds will 
be available to build it. Then, after the bond election, 
of course the supreme court had to hear this case on 
the validity of the contract; on March 25, 1963, they 
rendered a decision sustaining the contract in all its 
parts and held that the Burns-Porter Act was constitutional 
and valid. Then the Department of Water Resources set 
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up its construction organization and increased the total 
volume of the water to be sold from 4 million to 4.2 3 
million acre-feet. As I've said, the original contract 
with Metropolitan was for 1.5 million acre-feet a year, 
which was to be gradually put to full use within a twenty-
year period. Now, the Arizona-California case, which I 
have mentioned in regard to the Colorado River, was 
decided adversely to the Metropolitan Water District, 
which thus lost half its Colorado River supply. Metro-
politan immediately contacted the state to increase the 
contract with the state to offset the water that would 
be lost from the Colorado River. This was accomplished 
on September 28, 1964, when Amendment No. 1 became effec-
tive, increasing the Metropolitan's share in the State 
Water Project to 2 million acre-feet a year. We got an 
additional 11,500 acrerfeet a year through the annexation 
of West Covina, which had a separate contract with the 
state for that amount; the major contract, the basic 
contract, provides that when any contracting party annexes 
another contracting party, those water contracts must be 
merged. So we now have a firm contract for 2,011,500 
acre-feet a year with the state of California for the 
Metropolitan Water District. Now, all this necessitated 
very detailed and exhaustive planning to build a system 
and enlarge the present system to a point where we could 

200a 



distribute both the Colorado River water and the state 
supply on an equitable basis to all member agencies. It 
was agreed in a stated policy made that every member 
agency of the Metropolitan would be served an equal 
quality of water from both sources. In other words, 
the two supplies would be mixed as nearly as possible 
in an equitable proportion so that every member agency 
would be served the same quality of water. 
MINK: Because of the inferior quality of the Colorado 
River water. 
FARRAR: Well, Colorado River water is a hard water, and 
it contains about three times as much total dissolved 
solids as the state water. However, Colorado River water 
is clean biologically. The state water has to be treated. 
MINK: Because it goes through the delta? 
FARRAR: Yes. It has to be put through plants and fil-
tered. The state Board of Health requires it to be 
treated. So while the state water has a lower mineral 
content, Colorado River water, from the purity standpoint, 
is much better. 

The State Water Project is an enormous project, both 
geographically and in engineering. To give you some idea, 
it's four times the size of the Colorado River Aqueduct. 
Geographically, it reaches from Plumas County in the north 
to the Mexican border in the south. It serves 24% of the 
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land area of the state, but that 24% has 67.6% of the 
population of the state and has 70% of the assessed value 
of the state. It's a big project when you consider it 
in those terms. There are thirty-one contracts up and 
down the state, starting in Plumas County. You have 
the North Bay Aqueduct up around Solano County and Napa 
County and that area. You have the South Bay Aqueduct, 
which includes Alameda County and Santa Clara County; as 
I've state, the latter's using quite a lot of its contracted 
100,000 acre-feet a year. Napa and Solano counties have 
contracts for 67,000 acre-feet a year; and Alameda County, 
strange as it may seem, contracted for 86,000 acre-feet 
a year. In the San Joaquin Valley, there are eight 
agencies that have contracted for 1,355,000 acre-feet a 
year. Kern County, the largest, has contracted for 1,153,000 
acre-feet a year. The central coast area of San Luis 
Obispo and Santa Barbara counties has contracted for 82,700 
acre-feet. South of the Tehachapis, about 6 0% of the 
total production of the project is to be used in Southern 
California, with Metropolitan taking 2,011,500 acre-feet 
of the 2,497,500 acre-feet coming to the south. The next 
largest is Antelope Valley with 13 8,400 acre-feet; San 
Bernardino Municipal Water District gets 102,600 acre-feet; 
Coachella Valley, which includes Palm Springs, Desert 
Hot Springs, Indio, Coachella, Thermal, and Palm Desert, 
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will take 61,200 acre-feet. Based on the 1972 assessed 
value, the Metropolitan Water District of Southern Calif-
ornia has, within its service area, 53% of the assesssed 
value of the state and 52% of the state's population. 
MINK: And that would be extended, of course, over the 
other branches that are built. 
FARRAR: Yes. It is a mammoth project. There's nothing 
like this ever been attempted in the world. No state 
has ever attempted anything of this immensity, and the 
federal government has not built any project of this size 
as yet. 
MINK: How are the plans that are now going forward under 
your chairmanship for the celebration of the dedication 
of completion of the project, which has been set for May 17? 
FARRAR: May 17 and 18 of this year, yes. William R. 
Gianelli, the director of the Department of Water Resources 
here, has been a major factor during Ronald Reagan's admin-
istration in the very intricate and complicated financing 
of this project, together with all the engineering prob-
lems that had to be met within the timetable that the 
legislature had established. He decided, with the approval 
of the governor, that when the water was ready to be turned 
in to the southern terminus, the state would sponsor a 
dedication of the completion of the project at Lake Perris. 
In August, 1972, he wrote me a letter asking me to take 

203a 



the chairmanship of a general committee and also asked 
me to constitute the committees to have charge of the 
total arrangements, financing, and the preparation for 
this big event. The first date decided on was May 10, 
but that had to be changed to May 18 because of Governor 
Reagan's schedule. After considerable thought, I accepted 
the state's appointment and started in September to begin 
to plan for this historic event. I called together a 
large group of people from all over the state, and we met 
in Riverside on September 27, 1972. This group gave me 
authority to proceed with the appointment of committees, 
to lay plans, and to raise the funds necessary. 
MINK: Of what was the group constituted? 
FARRAR: It was made up of not only the water-oriented 
people, but also of all various county governments and city 
governments, as wide a spectrum as we could attract over 
the state. For instance, the League of Cities is helping 
to sponsor the event. The Supervisors Association, the 
State Chamber of Commerce, the Agricultural Council, the 
California Farm Bureau Federation, the California Associa-
tion of Water Agencies, the California Water Resources 
Association. Of course, it has the approval and the 
backing of the state government, Governor Reagan, the 
Department of Water Resources, and the legislature. This 
planning has gone forward now to the point where on 
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February 21 of this year Governor Reagan by letter invited 
the president of the United States to attend and last 
week went to the White House and invited him in person. 
The three living governors will be invited, which includes, 
of course, the present governor, Ronald Reagan; Governor 
Earl Warren, who has just retired as chief justice of the 
Supreme Court; and Governor Edmund G. Brown, who was 
governor when the Burns-Porter Act was passed by the legis-
lature. He must be given credit for the beginning of the 
actual funding and construction of the State Water Project. 
The three living directors of the Department of Water 
Resources will be present: Harvey Banks, William E. Warne, 
and William R. Gianelli. All the members of the legislature 
have been invited by the state. All the California members 
of Congress have been invited by the state, which includes 
the senators and congressmen. And, as I have stated, the 
League of Cities and the Supervisors Association have 
helped to sponsor the event. It'll be a statewide affair, 
and we're endeavoring to keep it on a statewide basis 
rather than a local-type dedication. I feel that having 
been appointed officially by the state, I must adhere to 
that principle of making this a state celebration rather 
than a Southern California festivity. It's a very historic 
event, as this water project is the first thing of its 
kind that's ever been attempted and completed. 
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MINK: What will actually happen at the dedication? Dp 
you remember pictures shown of the completion of the 
Owens Valley Aqueduct in which great crowds are surrounding 
the irrigation ditch; the dedication was held at that 
point, and the water came flowing out of the terminus 
at the top of the ditch and flowed down over the rocks? 
Do we have anything as dramatic as that planned? 
FARRAR: Yes. That's the definite eye-appealing part of 
the program that has been planned and will be carried out; 
and I have a minute, detailed schedule given to me by the 
state of how it's going to happen. This will all be 
controlled electronically, and the water will be released 
from Cedar Springs Reservoir, Lake Silverwood. 
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MINK: You were describing at the end of the last tape 
the really fascinating celebration that's going to occur 
at the time of the dedication of the project later this 
spring. 
FARRAR: Of those that are being invited to participate, 
Hugh Burns, while he is not now in the state senate, is 
chairman of the Alcoholic Beverage Commission of California 
and will be invited, as will Mrs. Cairley Porter, the 
widow of Carley Porter. Senator Hugh Burns and Assemblyman 
Carley Porter were the coauthors of the Burns-Porter Act. 
The Hyatt family are being invited, and the widow of Mr. 
Edmonston is being invited, as well as his son, who, I 
think I've stated, is a consulting engineer in Southern 
California. 
MINK: You were describing the method whereby the visual 
part of this demonstration will be effective. 
FARRAR: This is being planned by the assistant director 
of the Department of Water Resources, Robert Jansen. 
This is to be controlled by an electronic device that 
will be in effect all over the state system. The governor, 
by pressing a button at the dedication, will start the 
release of water from Lake Silverwood in the San Bernardino 
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Mountains; this water will come down through Devil Canyon, 
through the power plant, down the pipeline into Lake 
Perris, and will be turned on for the first time during 
the ceremony. Because the pipelines will have been tested 
previously, they will be largely full of water, and Mr. 
Jansen predicts that from the time the governor presses 
the button, the water will start to flow in three minutes 
into the lake. 
MINK: And the people there will be able to see this? 
FARRAR: They will be within 1,000 feet of where the 
water gushes out of the discharge pipeline. We're proposing 
to provide seating for approximately 10,000 people, and 
we have forty acres of parking available for automobiles 
and buses. We have an all-day program at Riverside on 
May 17 at which the California Water Resources Association 
will hold its meeting followed by a lunch. There will be 
afternoon forums on the environmental approach to the 
protection and development of our natural resources. These 
will be sponsored by the Board of Supervisors Association, 
the State Chamber of Commerce, the California Farm Bureau 
Federation, the California Water Resources Association, 
and the Association of California Water Agencies. In the 
evening, by invitation, there will be a reception from six 
to eight at the Mission Inn. Following the reception, 
there will be a dinner and meeting of the Supervisors 
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Association. There will also be a dinner and meeting 
of the directors of the Association of California Water 
Agencies. 

On May 18, in order to handle the large crowd anti-
cipated, we are asking people to start coming as early 
as seven-thirty, and entertainment of different types 
will be provided between eight and ten-forty-five. Then 
at ten-forty-five the 15th Air Force Band will precede 
the formal dedication with a fifteen-minute musical 
program, with the formal dedication taking place at 
eleven, and Ira Chrisman of Visalia acting as master 
of ceremonies. Mr. Chrisman is the chairman of the 
California Water Commission, which is a commission consis-
ting of nine men appointed by the governor. He serves 
in the same capacity for the water resources of California 
as the Highway Commission does for the highway system. 
Following the formal dedication, which is scheduled to 
take an hour—with the introduction of distinguished 
guests, the dedication by the governor and the department 
head, Mr. Gianelli, and the president speaking, if he 
attends—a barbecue luncheon will be served at the site; 
we expect to serve probably 2,000 people who will wish 
to stay for that. So it's a busy time. 

MINK: There are other areas which you have been involved 
in, and one of those relates to some discussion we've 

209a 



already had concerning the development of the sugar beet 
industry in the Hemet area, beginning around 1930-31. 
You have also indicated that around 1938 you were called 
upon again to lend assistance to the technological devel-
opment of the sugar beet sedd industry. Could you tell 
me something about how this came about? 
FARRAR: By all appearances, war seemed imminent in Europe 
in 193 8. Germany, of course, under Hitler was preparing 
for war, and while there'd been some conferences with 
England and Russia, Germany had not shown any indications 
to cease building up its armies; so in 1938, World War II 
broke out with the conquering of Poland and the invasion 
of Belgium, Holland, and later France. This immediately 
would stop the importation of all sugar beet seed from 
Europe, on which the United States had relied for all its 
supplies up until we started the growing of sugar beet 
seed in this country in 1931. However, the area east of 
the Rocky Mountains had not been particularly interested 
in the sugar beet seed growing development. It started 
here in 19 31, because it was primarily related to the 
curly top disease which existed in the western United 
States. However, a disease in the eastern part of the 
United States became apparent and became rather widespread, 
and for want of a better name, it was called "leaf spot." 
It's a spore disease which develops rather rapidly under 

210a 



a predicted relation between the humidity and temperature. 
High humidity and warm temperatures cause this disease 
to flourish very rapidly. It has a similar effect on 
the plant as curly top, although curly top is a virus 
disease. 
MINK: It had been transferred, I think, as you told us 
somewhere earlier, by... 
FARRAR: ...the leafhopper. Curly top was spread by a 
leafhopper which carried the virus; whereas leaf spot 
was totally climatic, brought on by spring and summer 
rainfall and high humidity, with the warmer temperatures 
developing as the spring and summer came on. 

We had prepared, of course, for larger development 
of this industry, thinking that possibly something like 
this might happen; and we had, in the meantime, purchased 
under our lease option the 90,000-square-feet warehouse 
plant in which we had installed our special machinery, 
much of which we designed and built for the processing 
and cleaning of the seed to bring it up to purity standards. 
This plant had been built on four and a half acres on the 
Santa Fe Railroad. And certainly it did happen, because 
in 19 38 we were approached by a group of sugar beet factory 
people in the Great Lakes region, both in Canada and the 
United States, to start the growing of leaf-spot-resistant 
seed which had just been developed mainly by Dr. George H. 
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Coons, who had been connected with Michigan State University 
and later had transferred to the United States Department 
of Agriculture in Washington D.C., as head of the sugar 
plants office. We started the growing of this leaf-spot-
resistant seed on a fairly small acreage, as I recall, 
fifty acres. The demand for it developed quite rapidly, 
along with the demand for the curly-top-resistant seed. 

This called for isolation of seed fields at some great 
distance to prevent cross-pollination, for sugar beet 
seed produces a heavy pollen at blooming time which is 
wind-borne. Also, the seed had to be handled with great 
care in the threshing, cleaning, and processing procedures 
to prevent any mixing of varieties. Later, we were grow-
ing improved strains of both kinds of resistant beet 
seeds, which strains were adapted to certain other climatic 
conditions of the large but varying areas where sugar 
beets are grown. The great expansion of the demand for 
sugar beet seed caused a continuous search for isolated 
areas where satisfactory climatic conditions existed, as 
well as good soil tilled by above-average farmers, for 
seed growing is a very demanding type of agriculture. 
Not only were we growing seed in Hemet-Perris valleys, 
but also near Victorville on the river-bottom land, in 
the Tehachapi area, and in the Cummings Valley nearby. 
MINK: Was this demand from other areas than the Great 
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Lakes and Canada? Were there areas in California? 
FARRAR: No. The leaf spot didn't flourish in California, 
just mainly east of the Rocky Mountains, in Colorado and 
Nebraska, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, and it also 
spread to a region in Ohio and in Indiana. Finally, we 
were growing this leaf-spot-resistant seed for practically 
all sugar beet areas east of the Rocky Mountains; curly-
top-resistant was grown for all areas west of the Rocky 
Mountains. In addition, in Canada we were called upon to 
grow some seed for an independent sugar factory near 
Montreal in Quebec province. However, the first Canadian 
people to be interested were in the province of Ontario, 
on the northern side of the Great Lakes. 

Of course, World War II brought a great many problems 
in this fast-developing industry, and we just had to find 
ways and means to overcome the great need that we had in 
the beginning for large numbers of field laborers. It 
took 450 men in the harvest season, and about 125 to 175 
during the threshing season. 

After the United States became involved in World War II 
in 1941, we recruited labor all over Southern California 
during the harvest seasons of 1941 and 1942. However, we 
could see that because of the great war effort, field 
labor would pose a very difficult problem for 1943; and 
in addition, our acreage for harvest in 1943 was much 
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greater than in 1941 and 1942. 
The federal government also foresaw the need for 

labor for agriculture, and legislation was adopted empow-
ering the Department of Agriculture to enter into a contract 
with Mexico whereby that country would supply our farms 
with field labor. At once, we contacted the proper author-
ities and arranged to contract for the delivery of 440 men 
from Mexico to arrive in Hemet the last of June, 1943. 
This meant that Farrar-Loomis Seed Company had to provide 
housing, kitchen facilities to feed the men, transportation 
to and from work, medical care, and an office for record-
keeping and payroll—all under strict supervision of our 
government and officials of Mexico. 

A trainload of 4 40 men arrived in Hemet direct from 
Mexico City during the last ten days of June, 194 3, among 
the first Mexican nationals to arrive in the United States. 
We were ready for them, for we had converted our 90,000-
square-foot building into a dormitory and had equipped a 
kitchen and dining room. Also, of course, we had to provide 
sanitary facilities and shower-bath equipment. Doing all 
this in a short space of time under war conditions was a 
job that taxed our strength and ingenuity. To transport 
the men to and from the widely scattered fields, we leased 
the Hemet School District bus fleet and arranged also to 
lease equipment to transport hot lunches to the various 
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fields. One man was designated to look after the health 
of this large number of men; he had access to two doctors 
who agreed to give time every day. 

The season of 1943 was a little later than normal for 
our seed harvest, and fortunately the apricot crop of the 
area started ripening before the sugar beet seed fields. 
Thus we were able to furnish a large number of men for 
the apricot harvest, and it was this pool of labor that 
saved hundreds of tons of fruit, for then Hemet Valley 
had a large acreage of that delicious fruit, much of which 
was canned here and in Los Angeles; the balance was dried 
here. 

The year 1944 presented much the same conditions as 
to labor, and so we again contracted with our government 
under the Mexican nationals program, maintaining our 
housing and kitchen facilities over the 194 3 winter. 
At the end of the 1944 season, we led in the formation 
of a permanent corporation to handle the importation of 
Mexican nationals, named Hemet Valley Growers. This 
company consisted of growers all over the area—fruit, 
potatoes, onions, and, of course, sugar beet seed. Later, 
this company invested upwards of $150,000 in permanent 
housing and kitchen facilities and continued to bring 
Mexican nationals and "green card" men from Mexico for 
twenty years. The facilities, after the need for the 
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help from Mexico diminished, were then leased to the 
Peace Corps for training young men and women for that 
government agency to send to India. In 1971, Hemet 
Growers sold the property to the YMCA for less than half 
its cost in order to help foster the beginning of that 
worthy work. 

We started to develop machinery in the early 1940s, 
after we brought in Mexican nationals in 1943. We devel-
oped a power-driven cutter and windrower which cut four 
rows at a time; two of these machines with four men took 
the place of 450 men. 
MINK: Amazing. 
FARRAR: And they did a better job, as is often the case. 
This machinery was developed by a joint effort between 
my ranch superintendent, Eugene C. Funk, and a machine-
shop owner by the name of Lemuel Shaw. They were both 
very ingenious machinists and had inventive ability. At 
the same time, we had to invent a moving, self-powered 
threshing machine that would pick up the heavy material 
from the windrow that the cutter had left, traveling 
under its own power down the windrow. After some experi-
mentation, we built three of these, and these three 
machines did the work and did it better with twelve men 
than we had been able to do with 130 men with the old 
threshing method. All together, we replaced with sixteen 
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men a total of 450 men used during the actual cutting 
season, which took about a month, plus 130 men in thresh-
ing crews or a total of 580 men. We did this work in 
less time and did a better job. 

We continued to have an increase in demand for seed 
all through the war and even after the war, because we 
shipped a great deal of seed, after peace was declared, 
to Europe in 1946 and '47 and as late as '48 to help 
rehabilitate the agriculture of Germany, France, Spain, 
and Italy. We shipped some also to Japan and some to 
South America. 

I don't think I have mentioned the formation of a 
new society in the sugar industry, which was called the 
American Society of Sugar Beet Technologists, which resulted 
from informal meetings that were brought about by this 
new sugar beet seed industry. The new organization met 
every two years to discuss the technical aspects of the 
total sugar beet industry in all its phases from seed 
growing to the growing of the sugar beet, through its 
processing and the chemistry and research that would be 
needed for the completion of the sugar product on the 
shelf of the store. I'm a charter member of that organi-
zation and was asked during its beginning years to present 
scientific papers. A composite of all these papers is 
published in book form. 
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The growing of sugar beet seed in this country attracted 
a lot of foreign interest. We were visited as early as 
1950 by a noted scientist, Dr. Raymond Hall, from England. 
Prior to that, we'd been visited by three men from Russia 
who were very much fascinated by the modern irrigation 
methods used in California, which were totally foreign 
to them. Of course, they had to be talked to through an 
interpreter. At the time they came, there had not been 
friendly relations with Russia, and we were very definitely 
instructed to give them no seed supplies from this country 
or divulge any secrets of the breeding of this new seed. 

After Dr. Hall's visit, we were visited by a very 
intelligent young man from Israel. He told us that they 
were interested in starting a sugar industry in the new 
state of Israel, but when I visited that country in 1964, 
I didn't see any evidence of the start of the industry, 
and so I doubt that they really began because of their 
critical water situation. 

In 195 7, when Mrs. Farrar and I were contemplating 
a trip to Europe, we were aMked by a friend of mine who 
was employed by the Holly Sugar Corporation to visit the 
head of the Signorini family in Italy. By arrangement 
by telephone, after I arrived in. Rome, we madeoa^date for 
him to 1 come to Rome from Naples, their headquarters, the 
next day. He brought along his agricultural scientist., 

218a 



and I was very amazed to have him outline the wide type 
of activities they were interested in. As you probably 
know, Europe's agriculture is vastly different from ours, 
and especially in Italy, where there are large family 
industries. This was a large family industry of which 
Mr. Signorini was head. Heihad succeeded his father, 
who in turn had succeeded his father, who had started 
the business. This family had twelve canneries in Italy, 
canning fruits and vegetables. They had large peach 
orchards and raised other fruits; they had a sugar beet 
mill which processed beets from 15,000 acres. They made 
their own glasses in which to can and had their own can 
factory. They had a 2,000-cow dairy from which they 
canned the milk. It was a vast family setup. The father 
had started the fruit-canning industry in Italy. 

Then we had had some business relations and visits 
from German people, because Germany had, previous to World 
War II, supplied all the seed for our country, practically 
all of it, although a little had come from France. While 
we were in Rome, I got an airmail special delivery from 
Germany asking Mrs. Farrar and me to come to the Kleinz-
von Leben headquarters in northeastern Germany, saying 
that they would supply transportation from Frankfurt if 
we could arrange our itinerary to visit them. I don't 
know how these people got my travel plans or how they 
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knew I was in Europe, but they knew; and so I answered 
them, because we had had some business dealings with 
them. My answer stated that if I could change my travel 
plans, we would arrange to spend three days in Frankfurt, 
but I couldn't definitely let them know until I had 
arrived in Vienna. After I got to Vienna, where I had 
to make these travel changes, there was another insistent 
letter from them, and so I wrote back telling them that we 
would travel from Vienna to Frankfurt; and if their man 
would be at the hotel the day after we arrived, we'd meet 
him there at three o'clock in the afternoon for the trip 
to their headquarters—not knowing that it was a much 
greater distance from Frankfurt than we had planned. 
Their driver reported at the desk of the hotel; he couldn't 
speak English. We were ushered into a' Mercedes, r and-we 
traveled on the Autobahn to northeastern Germany to the 
town of Kassel, which is the famous town where lenses 
are ground for microscopes and telescopes. We turned 
off the Autobahn and went up the Weser River Valley to 
a resort in a beautiful forest. We were royally enter-
tained by the two men and their wives from the very noted 
German firm of Kleinz-von Leben, an old, historic firm 
in the seed business. These two men, Mr. Braune and Mr. 
Nelson, were the executive heads. Mr. Braune had escaped 
from the Russians when they invaded Germany, and Mr. Nelson 
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had escaped from a Russian prison camp in Germany. That 
was quite an experience. We were taken to headquarters 
in Einbeck the next day by their driver. 

Previous to that, in 1952, I had visited Dr. Hall 
in England and his experimental laboratory and fieldwork 
in Lincolnshire; then in 1954, I was also invited, by 
sugar people employed there, to visit the famous agri-
cultural station in England, Rothamstead, which is the 
oldest agricultural experiment station in the world. I'd 
advise anybody to see it. It's an outstanding place and 
amazing, really amazing. They have a wheat experiment 
that's been carried on on the same land, exactly the same 
ten acres, for 160 years. They have records of different 
treatments of soil and fertilization and wheat varieties. 
This estate was given to England by a man by the name 
of Rothamstead who was the first man to develop the use 
of fertilizer in agriculture. 

I should mention also a historic meeting with Herbert 
Hoover on March 20, 1939, at the Mission Inn in Riverside. 
Mr. Hoover, as we all know, was defeated for president 
by Franklin Roosevelt after serving one term. He was a 
very persistent man, a well-to-do man, and he had dele-
gated himself to rebuild the conservative Republican 
point of view in America. He then set out to do just 
that. This was a meeting to which about sixty men were 
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invited from all over Southern California; we met at the 
Mission Inn the whole day with Mr. Hoover. He made a 
short introductory talk and then sat on the table with 
his legs hanging over—I think he liked to do that and 
seemed to be more comfortable—and let us ask him questions. 
MINK: Maybe you could recall some of the things that he 
talked about, some of the things that he was concerned 
about? 
FARRAR: Among my papers are my handwritten notes I made 
during that meeting, because he impressed me so much. Of 
course, we all know his endeavors to rebuild Europe after 
World War I, his relief effort. He became world-renowned 
for that, as well as being a geologist known worldwide. 
The first topic that we discussed with him was Europe 
and what was going to happen there in view of the impending 
war. You see, World War II started the following September. 
He said that Europe didn't want our money, didn't want us 
meddling in their affairs, for we didn't understand their 
situation and their methods or that their methods are 
based on the diplomacy of compromise. And finally he said 
we should stay home and make democracy work. When you 
start to think about this in view of what's happened since 
then, I'm not certain we're still too welcome in Europe. 
He thought that Roosevelt was on the wrong track and would 
lead us into world war. Mr. Hoover was a Quaker, you want 
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to remember, and the Quakers are noted for not being too 
warlike. 
MINK: That's an understatement, isn't it? [laughter] 
FARRAR: Yes. He felt that if we would not encourage 
Hitler, he might be averted from starting World War II, 
which of course didn't happen. I don't know whether Mr. 
Hoover was right about all this or not, but I have thought 
about it a lot since I met him. Of course, he was one 
of the early graduates of Stanford, and I always had a 
very high regard for him. He had a residence on the 
Stanford campus and after his presidency had established 
the Hoover Library for War and Peace, as you know, which 
is really the first library a president had ever established 
in this country. As you know, it's an outstanding insti-
tution, the Hoover Institute. 

Relief started to become a way of life in 19 32, and 
he stated that there were 18.4 million people on relief 
in the United States during the depths of the Depression, 
which I can well believe. He said that the same number 
were still on relief in 19 39 and that the cost had gone 
up from $1.25 billion a year to $3.5 billion a year, in 
a period of seven years. He felt that we should return 
relief to the local administration, for the local people 
know the needs best and should have local control; in 
addition, we would save about $2 billion a year. When 
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you stop to look at the relief situation in perspective 
today, and how it's completely got out of hand, you 
wonder how successful we've been in this field. You 
just wonder. You've seen and I've seen people who have 
formed organizations to increase relief, and people have 
come to believe they have a right to it. I don't want 
to criticize anybody, but still, the only way a society 
can exist is by producing, not consuming. People have to 
produce. You've got to work. 

Mr. Hoover also discussed the labor situation and 
the Wagner Act, which was rather new at that time, the 
first labor act in the country. He thought that to solve 
a lot of the problems, we should set up a labor court 
the same as we have in our admiralty court. He thought that 
the administration of the [National] Labor Relations Board 
should be reoriented to take into account the rights 
and duties of employers as well as employees, that it 
should be a nonpartisan board: it shouldn't take the 
side of either one; it should be impartial. I think 
today we're getting to the point of view now, especially 
in public institutions such as the police force and hospitals 
and that type of thing, that we should have more arbitration 
and not strikes. 

He also discussed taxes and methods of taxes; and his 
main theses were that taxes should be charged to gain 
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revenue without being punitive and that losses should 
be averaged against gains over a five-year period, allowing 
people to take more risk, and that private property and 
free enterprise were absolutely essential to our type 
of government and life. He discussed finance, and how 
the federal government should be financed, and that the 
banks should not be the main financial instruments to buy 
governments bonds but rather that the people should finance 
the bonds of the government. 

He went into a long discussion of social security, 
which was very new at that time, just been started. He 
believed that the social security system should be based 
on an insurance type of program, that everyone should be 
treated alike, and that old-age pensions should be on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, which is about what we're doing today. 

He discussed agriculture and its great problems. He 
recommended the taking of marginal land out of production, 
which has been done today, and that it should be taken 
out of production over a long enough period so that you 
could come back finally to a supply-and-demand type of 
agricultural program rather than a subsidized type of 
agriculture. He believed agriculture could be prosperous 
by encouraging exports of surplus agricultural products, 
which we're now just beginning to get into. 

Employment was also discussed. 
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I have a great respect for Herbert Hoover. He lived 
long enough to see his name vindicated, and many of the 
policies that he proposed have been proved to be correct. 
He wasn't right all the time. He had the disadvantage 
of being a public figure who did not have public appeal, 
but he was a pretty solid man and a great credit to our 
country. After my many travels in Europe, I felt that 
a lot of what he said that day was very good, very sound. 

Another interesting experience that I had was with 
Harry Truman when he was United States senator. This 
was just after World War II had broken out in Europe, 
about four months after. I believe it was during the 
holiday season right before New Year's of 1940 when the 
Senate Armed Services Committee came out to the West 
Coast. As a county official, I was asked to be one of 
the hosts to this committee at March Air Base. I met 
Harry Truman that day. He was a very likable man, easy 
to get acquainted with. 
MINK: He was sort of "plain folks." 
FARRAR: Yes, very, very, and very amiable and sensible. 
He had just been reelected to the United States Senate 
in Missouri at the November election by a majority of 
less than 1,000 votes—a very close contest. All his 
other senator friends were kidding him about it, and he 
took it good-naturedly and said, "Well, if I just have 
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one majority vote, I've won." And that's the way he was. 
MINK: A very pragmatic kind of person. 
FARRAR: Yes. I sat next to him at lunch and talked to 
him at length. 

We were sworn to secrecy, of course, but at this 
meeting between the air force officials' top brass and 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, they were searching 
for a place to test the new types of aircraft that were 
on the drawing boards and being built. Our government 
had to have a place to test them away from population 
centers and where it wouldn't excite too much curiosity, 
both foreign and domestic. It was at this meeting that 
it was decided to buy the land out on the desert where 
Edwards Air Force Base has been set up, which has since 
become the big test facility for the air force. 
MINK: Was the land for sale, or was this government land? 
FARRAR: Well, I expect some of it was government land; 
but at any rate, Edwards Air Force Base covers a big area 
in the Mojave Desert. It's east of the town of Mojave, 
out there all by itself, where the testing of all new 
aircraft has been performed in World War II and since. 
It was very interesting to see all these proposals placed 
before the Senate Armed Services Committee on charts and 
in discussions. 

I was present at another meeting—of the Navy 
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League in San Francisco, at which the plans to build the 
Polaris submarine were first discussed, with its inventor 
present and Lockheed people. Lockheed Aircraft built the 
Polaris missile, which is fired from underwater by a sub-
marine. I didn't believe it, to be frank with you. I 
didn't believe our navy could do it. But our navy did. 
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TAPE NUMBER: VI, SIDE TWO 
MARCH 9, 19 73 

MINK: To continue talking about some of your other 
political activities.... 
FARRAR: I think that I should mention my connection 
of long standing with John Phillips, my long friendship 
and relations with him existing to today, which started 
in 1926. He came west on account of his health and took 
up residence in Banning. He is a graduate of Haverford 
College, and Mrs. Phillips was a Wellesley graduate. 
They were marvelous people, very competent. I became 
acquainted with them first through my position in the 
service club, Kiwanis International. He soon became a 
member of the Banning Club after he came west, and was 
elected its president. I was an officer in charge of 
the clubs in Riverside and San Bernardino counties and 
the southern part of Nevada. Through Kiwanis, I got to 
meet him; he invited my wife and me over to their home, 
and we became fast friends from that time on. 

In 1932, a group of us were looking for someone we 
could elect to the legislature in Sacramento; there were 
two men who we thought could fill the needs for the assem-
bly seat. We didn't know which one to ask, and so we 
flipped a coin, and his name came up. We asked him, 
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persuaded him to run, and he was elected. I was a member 
of the campaign committee that worked for him. In 1936, we 
talked him into running for the state senate, thinking that 
the present senator would not stand for reelection because 
of some very serious political mistakes he'd made. John 
Phillips said that he would not run for the state senate if 
the present senator was going to stand for reelection. 
MINK: Why? Didn't he want to get in a political battle 
with him? 
FARRAR: They were both in the same party, you see. 
MINK: Oh, they were both Republicans? 
FARRAR: Yes. Later the present senator made it known that 
he was not going to run for reelection, and so our group 
talked John into filing for the nomination. We thought 
that he would be the sole candidate. Well, it turned out 
that the men backing the other man prevailed upon him to 
change his mind, and so we had a contest. I'll never 
forget the night we met in Riverside, this group of 
us that were interested. I was chosen to be chairman of 
John Phillips's campaign committee. And I never got into 
such a political battle in my life. 
MINK: Who was the senator that he was running against? 
FARRAR: The man's name was Leonard Difani. 
MINK: And what kind of political mistakes did he make? 
FARRAR: He had become involved with the liquor lobby and 
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gambling lobby in Sacramento. Arthur Samish. He had 
voted right down the line with Arthur Samish and his 
wishes. And that was not a very healthy political.... 
MINK: Oh, men like Samish managed to corner people. 
FARRAR: Money. 
MINK: Money, yes, money. In other words, he'd taken 
money under the table. 
FARRAR: Well, the way Arthur Samish did it was perfectly 
legal at that time. He would take members of the legis-
lature who were attorneys, for example, and he would 
employ them with funds from the liquor industry on 
retainer to protect the liquor industry's interests in 
their counties. That didn't set well in Riverside 
County, which was not very liquor-oriented. 
MINK: Parenthetically, I think people like Art Samish 
make marvelous research studies as manipulators. 
FARRAR: Well, I've studied him; and within the last 
year, I've read his biography. It's very fascinating; 
you should read it. By the way, John Phillips gave me 
a copy of it. 

But at any rate, this campaign got hotter and hotter, 
and I determined that to be safe, we had to do everything 
possible to attract votes; and so we spent a great effort 
on the absentee ballots, which then were counted after, 
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and not before, the general election ballots. 
MINK: How would you concentrate on the absentee ballots? 
By actually conducting a letter-writing campaign with the 
voters? 
FARRAR: Yes. We saw the everybody that was going to 
vote absentee ballot got a ballot; and we had a concentrated 
campaign the county over because it's generally known in 
political circles that Republicans vote in great percen-
tages than the Democrats—that is, a greater percentage will 
vote, both absentee and at the polls, than the Democrats. 
That still holds today. So on election night, when the 
returns were coming in, we thought we'd been defeated, 
because when the final tally was announced, our man, John 
Phillips, was about forty-four votes behind, and there 
didn't seem to be any mistakes. Our only hope was the 
absentee ballots. Our effort paid off, because when the 
absentee votes were counted, he won by about 120 votes. 
John won. And, of course, in our area, the nominee on 
the Republican ticket at that time was automatically elec-
ted. John was then elected by a big majority. He went 
on to serve in the state senate until 1942, as I recall. 
The legislature had reapportioned the congressional districts 
after the 1940 census, and there was a new district estab-
lished in Southern California in which he resided. He 
then decided to run for Congress, and he asked me to be 
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the chairman of his campaign committee for that campaign 
and to help raise some money. The district then consisted 
of Imperial County, Riverside County, and part of Orange 
County. 
MINK: That would be the northern part, wouldn't it? 
FARRAR: No, the eastern part of Orange County that joins 
Riverside.County. He was elected rather easily to Congress, 
served fourteen years, and became a very influential man 
in Washington. He was an outstanding man of very high 
principles, very excellent personality, honest, high integ-
rity. And very, very able. He became a member of the 
Appropriations Committee, which is the highest committee 
assignment in Congress; and also was one of the leaders 
of the Republican party in Congress; and was a member of 
the Republican Policy Committee. That committee decided 
the assignments of Republican members of Congress, both, 
as I remember, in the Senate and the House of Representatives. 
His wife's health began to fail, and so he did not run for 
reelection after fourteen years, which would bring us up 
to 1956. He's been retired since then, and he lives near 
me in Hemet. He's eighty-five years old now and not in 
good health. His wife passed away about six years ago. 

I remember they thought a great deal of Mrs. Farrar, 
and I remember vividly this sidelight to show the thought-
fulness of the man, how he remembered people. He and his 
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wife drove into our yard one day in November, 192 8; it 
happened to be my wife's birthday, but we never thought 
anything about the coincidence. Of course, we always 
had a birthday dinner and I never forgot to get her a 
birthday present. They came in the late afternoon, John 
and Dorothy, and by this time he was regaining his health 
and was raising some Scottish terriers as a hobby—he had 
some very fine ones. He used to take Lois out through 
the extensive kennels, because she was of Scotch descent, 
and show her these little dogs. She just loved them. 
And so he brought her a very valuable Scottish terrier 
puppy for her birthday, purebred. It had a name as long 
as your arm; I never could remember it. We called him 
Wannie. I've never known anything that pleased my wife 
any more than that thoughtfulness of the Phillipses in 
bringing that little dog. He was a wonderful little animal. 
Unfortunately, he was killed in an accident some years 
later. But John impressed me, and I had a great love for 
that man and sincerely admired him. 

His classmate at Haverford was Philip [J.] Noel-Baker. 
You may recall him; he won the Nobel Peace Prize. On our 
first trip to Europe, John arranged for me to meet him 
in England, where Philip Noel-Baker, a member of the Labor 
party, was a member of the House of Commons and was one 
of Clement Attlee1s cabinet members when he came into power after 
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Churchill was not reelected after World War II. Churchill 
had just been returned to power when we went to England in 
1952. Philip Noel-Baker got word to me that he was not 
going to be in England, that he had to go to Greece during 
the time we were to be there. He had arranged for me to 
see Lord Woolton. Now, Lord Woolton turned out to be the 
man who had reorganized the Conservative party, refinanced 
it, and successfully returned Churchill to power in late 
1951. Lord Woolton had been a member of Churchill's war 
cabinet during World War II, and John Phillips knew him 
from his trips to Europe when he had met him. I was 
instructed to call Lord Woolton's office when I got to 
London, but I was very hesitant about calling. I had 
never done anything like that before. But I got up my 
courage. I called, and Lord Woolton1s executive secretary, 
a lady, answered. She said, "Yes, Mr. Farrar, Lord 
Woolton's expecting you. Will you come over at five 
o'clock today?" I went; he operated from a big office 
in his home, near the American Embassy. And he's all 
that he is reputed to be, a remarkable man. I've never 
been so fascinated with a personality of his standing 
as with Lord Woolton. He later wrote his autobiography, 
of which I have a copy. 

He told me all about the reorganization of the Conser-
vative party and a great deal about Churchill and how he 
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operated. I was surprised to hear that Churchill was a 
very good listener; one of the keys to his success was 
that he listened to everybody, and listened for all ideas 
proposed, then made up his own mind, and acted and acted 
forcibly. I think that was probably the basic reason 
for his great success in life. 

I don't know whether you've ever visited his [Churchill's] 
ancestral home, Blenheim Palace. The first Duke of Marl-
borough was given it by Queen Anne for his war efforts. 
Of course, Churchill is a descendant of the duke, a very 
famous soldier. That house and estate where Churchill was 
born is one of the most beautiful and most interesting 
places I've ever seen in Europe. You should go, by all 
means. 

I think a most interesting thing that happened to 
me in the field of politics probably was my work in the 
county, first as being appointed by the Board of Super-
visors to the County Chamber of Commerce. It was a very 
enjoyable four years and very worthwhile. That was from 
1937 to 1941, and in that same period I seved on the Board 
of Education, Hemet public schools. Then in 1944, I was 
appointed by the Board of Supervisors to be chairman of a 
committee of fifteen men to study and recommend whether 
a flood control and water conservation district should be 
formed in the county. The committee held hearings all over 
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the county for a year, hearing testimony and discussing 
boundaries, policies and methods of formation, and how the 
district could be financed. Finally, the committee voted 
by divided vote to recommend the formation. The Board of 
Supervisors followed our recommendation and instructed us 
to complete the formation by introducing legislation in 
Sacramento. The committee had to introduce special legis-
lation, because the type of district we proposed was new, 
and its government was a new idea also. We divided the 
county into watersheds, and each watershed comprised a 
large geographical area. Each watershed was to be served 
by three commissioners who were appointed by the Board of 
Supervisors and were given the authority to do the planning 
and levy tax rates to carry out flood control projects for 
each watershed. This legislation was passed by the legis-
lature and signed by Governor Warren in 1945. 

When in Sacramento to secure passage of the flood 
control legislation, I was crossing the capitol grounds 
going back to the Senator Hotel. :Earl Warren used to walk 
back and forth between the governor's mansion and his 
office. He was on his way home when he saw me. I don't 
know how he recognized me, because we were both going the 
same way, but he did; and he called me by name and asked 
me what I was doing up there. When I told him, he said, 
"Well, I don't think you'll have any difficulty getting 
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that bill signed." So the bill was adopted on June 15, 
1945, by the legislature; and Governor Earl Warren signed 
the bill on July 9, 1945. 

I served as commissioner in the flood control district 
for six years. It was because I'd been chairman of the 
organization committee that I was delegated with two other 
men to employ an engineer to operate the district in getting 
it started. We interviewed several candidates, and finally 
selected Max Bookman to be the first engineer of the district. 
That's how I got acquainted with Max, and we've been good 
friends all the years. When I resigned in 1952 because 
my duties on the Metropolitan board became so heavy, the 
Board of Supervisors presented me a resolution setting out 
my services to the county over the past years. 

Alsorduring this time, in 1947, I was appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors to represent the county of Riverside 
in Washington, D.C., because of my close acquaintanceship 
with Congressman John Phillips, to do two things. The 
first was to secure a firm water supply for March Air Base 
and to secure authorization for the building of all neces-
sary flood control works in the county of Riverside, on 
the Santa Ana River and the San Jacinto River systems. 
We secured the March Air Base authorization first and an 
appropriation of money to connect March Air Base to Lake 
Mathews of the Metropolitan Water District system. The 

238a 



authorization for the flood control projects was adopted 
by Congress about a year later; these were built in the 
early 1950s and are completely in operation today. 

I think it would be well to mention here, because of 
its later importance, that in 1952, I was elected director 
of a good-sized bank which operated in Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties, Citizens National. I was the first 
director to be elected that didn't live in the city of 
Riverside. Elden Smith was president. He had been with 
Security National Bank in Los Angeles for many years and 
had resigned to go into business with Will Johnson, who 
was one of the builders of Shasta Dam. Later on, when I 
go into the formation of the Eastern Municipal Water 
District, I'll tell what a great part Elden Smith had in 
the financial needs of that district and his sound advice. 
In 1957, Citizens National was part of a four-bank merger, 
which included the Farmers and Merchants of Los Angeles, 
of which Mr. Rossetti was president, the Security Bank 
of San Diego, and Security First National of Los Angeles. 
Security became one big insititution which covered Cali-
fornia from Fresno to the Mexican border. Since then, it's 
branched into Northern California and now covers the whole 
state. I'm still connected with it. The bank is operated 
now by divisions. Our Inland Division has a board of 
directors of about twenty men, and I've been a member of 
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that board continuing from the Citizens National days. I'm 
now in my twenty-first year in that connection. It might 
be interesting to note, to measure the growth that's taken 
place in this division of the bank, that twenty-one years 
ago we had teri banks and $78 million in deposits. Today 
we've got fifty-eight banks and $750 million in deposits. 
MINK: That's quite a growth for twenty-one years. 
FARRAR: The bank is still operated very much on a division 
basis with a lot of local autonomy, and I think that's the 
basic reason for its great growth. The local managers 
have a great deal of authority; in other large banks, the 
opposite is the policy. The fact of the matter is, I 
attended a meeting yesterday in Riverside at which this 
point was discussed. We still think that we're on the 
right track, that if you're going to gain people's confi-
dence—and you have to have the confidence of people to 
be successful in the banking field—you must place yourself 
on the local level and have men who have enough authority 
to attract the confidence of the local people. It just 
makes sense to me. 

The other thing that I think I should mention is connec-
ted with the University of California—the Water Resources 
Center. I believe your department here has been connected 
with that in some ways and received funds. 
MINK: Yes, to the extent that we've done interviews with 
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people connected with the water resource field. 
FARRAR: The Water Resources Center developed between 
1955 and 1957, when the California Water Project was 
being discussed. A great debate went on in Sacramento 
as to who should do the research that was necessary for 
the California Water Project: research as to economics; 
who could afford to contract for the water; who should do 
the legal research; how we should protect the counties 
where this water originates; what we should do about alter-
nate supplies of water. The legislature finally decided 
to divide that responsibility between the University of 
California and the Department of Water Resources. In 19 57, 
legislation was passed setting up the University Water 
Resources Center. 

The appropriations didn't come immediately. It took 
the university another two years to get the funding for 
the Water Resources Center. I think the funding was finally 
solved sometime in late 1958. 

This Water Resources Center Council was to be composed 
of two interests in the state: one, the university faculty 
members, who would come from every department of the univer-
sity connected with this basic resource—legal, forestry, 
engineering, and so on; the second was civilians over the 
state from all walks of life, not necessarily engineers, 
but men of various training and responsibilities. The 
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university president was given authority to appoint the 
faculty men and citizens. The appointments of the citizens 
group were made in February of 1959 by Clark Kerr, who 
was then president. The letter he wrote me asking if I 
would accept an appointment is in my papers. The head 
of the faculty group was Dr. Daniel Aldrich, who was 
then vice-president of the university in charge of all 
agricultural affairs, including the Davis campus; he was 
responsible for all agricultural teaching as well as experi-
mental work throughout the state. The group of citizens 
not only included the nongovernment men but also the 
director of the Department of Water Resources and the 
ranking army engineer in California and the state head 
of forestry. On the university side, we had the schools 
of engineering, law, forestry, and any other branch of 
the university that had any relation to watershed manage-
ment and flood control. The faculty group consisted of 
six or seven men, as I remember, and the citizens group 
contained about fifteen, making a total council of twenty-
two or -three men. 

Of course, starting from scratch, we had to set the 
course that the University Water Resources Center was to 
take. One of the major things we had to determine was 
what research projects we should start; one of the first 
started was the conversion of sea water under Dr. Howe. 
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That's been carried on through the years with a great 
deal of success. In fact, the University of California 
has secured some basic patents on some of the processes 
he's developed. We had a very good man who was the first 
director, Martin Huberty. I had known him a long time. 
He was a man of great talent, especially in his field of 
irrigation and soil. He had the great ability to sort 
out the wheat from the chaff and got along very well with 
people. It was a great pleasure to work with him. 

These meetings started on an infrequent basis; the 
first one I attended was in September of 1959. After we 
got the first year behind us, we held meetings about six 
times a year. I remember at one 6f the first meetings, I 
was asked by Dr. Huberty to discuss the role of the Metro-
politan Water District of Southern California in providing 
water supplies for Southern California, and in my papers I filed 
a copy of the minutes of this meeting; at that same meeting, 
M.J. Dowd, of the Imperial Irrigation District, discussed 
Colorado River problems. It might be of interest that 
his son, Munson Dowd, is now the third-ranking man in 
the Metropolitan Water District and is the chief construc-
tion engineer. He is a very competent engineer, and 
through him I secured the history of the San Jacinto 
Tunnel. 

As I recall, Martin Huberty died very suddenly while 
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holding the position of director and was succeeded by 
Dr. Hall of the UCLA campus, who only served a very 
short time. Then Arthur Pillsbury became director and 
served until he retired last year. I served a little 
over two terms, a total of five years. I still serve 
as an emeritus advisory council member, and all research 
reports reach me. 

One of the first things: that we put out was a brochure 
to acquaint people with the water research program. A 
copy of that is with my papers entitled Water—California's 
Colorless Gold. That brochure was largely a contribution 
from the civilian members. I know the text was sent to 
me to edit and make any suggestions. Its purpose was 
to acquaint the people generally with the purpose of the 
Water Resources Center and to impress upon the legislature 
the necessity for proper funding; for in the beginning 
years, we had trouble getting sufficient funds to operate. 
We did a lot of work trying to convince Clark Kerr that 
funds should be included in the university budget. I 
believe the Center is being financed now on a better basis. 
Research in sea-water conversion and brackish-water reclamation 
has gone on in the university with some outstanding results. 
The reverse-osmosis research, especially for reclaiming 
sewage water and brackish water,1 was an outstanding accomp-
lishment and is now being tested in many areas of the state 
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on a much larger scale. 
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TAPE NUMBER: VII, SIDE ONE 
APRIL 6, 1973 

MINK: You were going to add just a small bit about the 
State Water Project and the survey that the city of Los 
Angeles foisted on you, if that's the word. 
FARRAR: First, I had a unique experience on January 4, 
19 73, when I was in Sacramento for meetings regarding 
the dedication of the completion of the California State 
Water Project to be held on May 17 and 18, 1973. During 
my stay in Sacramento, I met Harvey Banks, who had been 
appointed director of the Department of Water Resources 
by Governor Knight and continued during the time the Burns-
Porter Act was passed and signed by Governor Brown and all 
during the year 1960 when the negotiations between the 
state and the Metropolitan Water District on the basic 
contract were started and finished. During the whole 
year of 1960, Mr. Banks was the chief negotiator on 
behalf of the state, and I became very well acquainted 
with him during the many meetings that were held on that 
important contract. During this recent January conversation, 
he related some very interesting details to me regarding 
the background of the state contract and how they developed 
the contract from the state's standpoint in regard to the 
legal part of the negotiations. He stated that there was 
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no specific California law to guide the state in entering 
into contracts for water supplies under the Burns-Porter 
Act and that they had only to rely on the general law of 
the state and the powers conferred on the state by the 
state constitution. The contract that was finally arrived 
at between the Metropolitan Water District and the state 
was the basic contract on which thirty other contracts 
were negotiated. This contract was duly validated in the 
Supreme court of California in the lawsuit of Metropolitan 
Water District v. Marquart, this case being heard directly 
by the supreme i;court of California. I had attended the 
court sessions when the oral arguments were presented. 
MINK: This was a test case to determine the validity of 
the contract. 
FARRAR: That's correct. 
MINK: Of the initial contract. 
FARRAR: The initial MWD contract and the Burns-Porter 
Act on which the contract was based. 
MINK: The idea being that once this was done it would 
be possible to negotiate the other contracts on sound 
ground. 
FARRAR: That's right. Mr. Banks stated that the MWD 
contract settled the state water policy for at least 
seventy-five years in the future. He gave it as his 
opinion that the model contract negotiated with the Metro-
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politan Water District was an excellent contract for 
both the state and the contractor and that he was very 
proud of his part in those negotiations. I should add 
that he is a very well educated man who had taken his 
master's degree in engineering at Stanford University; 
he has a very excellent personality and was very reliable 
all during the negotiations. If he didn't have authority 
to do what we asked him, he would say, "I've got to go 
to the governor, and have this matter cleared by him." 
He never assumed authority that he didn't have, which is 
very important in negotiations. Yet at the same time, 
he was very insistent that the governor view our side as 
well as the state's side, and I think that the state owes 
him a great debt for the great service he performed in 
negotiating this basic contract. As I previously stated, 
the $1.75 billion bond issue in the November, 1960 election 
carried by a 171,000 majority, which was a very small 
majority when the total vote was approximately 4 million. 
Soon after the bond act carried, Mr. Banks resigned and 
went into private practice as an engineer consultant on 
water matters and has been employed as a consultant all 
over the United States. 

Another interesting facet of this State Water Project 
developed rather recently. Two agencies on the desert in 
California secured contracts with the state for a water 
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supply, the first being what is called the Desert Water 
Agency, which includes Palm Springs; Desert Hot Springs, 
and an area running east to the borders of what is known 
in the Coachella Valley as the Coachella County Water 
District. The Desert Water Agency was specially formed 
by an act of the legislature and secured its contract, 
I believe, about 1963. This encompassed quite a large 
territory; and later, the Coachella County Water District 
also negotiated a contract with the state. The two contracts 
combined called for delivery by the state to these two 
legal entities of 67,000 acre-feet a year. The point of 
delivery at which they were to take the state supply was 
on the high desert in the neighborhood of what is known 
as Silverwood Lake, which is some miles west of Victorville. 
And to take delivery of the water they had surveyed possible 
routes, the best of which traversed the high desert to 
the head of Whitewater Canyon, which is immediately north 
of PaiLm Springs. The two districts found that this pipe-
line was going to cost an immense amount of money and 
that their present development was not sufficient to 
finance a bond issue of the size needed; and so they 
approached the Metropolitan Water District to trade their 
state supply for Colorado River water. Now, the Metro-
politan Water District aqueduct from the Colorado River 
runs right through the Coachella Valley along the northern 
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edge of the valley at a good elevation and on up into 
the Banning pass where the San Jacinto Tunnel starts 
into the mountains near Cabazon. It made an ideal arrange-
ment for Metropolitan, for it could take the state water 
at Castaic Reservoir and deliver them a like amount of 
Colorado River water from the aqueduct at high enough 
elevation so that they would have no trouble using it, 
for it would run downhill. This arrangement, strange as 
it may seem, was opposed by the city of Los Angeles. It 
took a long time to get this transfer worked out, because 
Metropolitan had to obtain from the secretary of the inter-
ior of the United States government his approval to this 
trade arrangement, because Metropolitan had no contract 
right to deliver Colorado River water to any agency outside 
the coastal plain of Southern California. Delivery to 
these agencies being in the desert area would violate the 
Colorado River federal-MWD contract. Finally, Metropolitan 
and the attorneys for these two agencies convinced the 
secretary that Los Angeles had no interest, except as a 
member agency of the Metropolitan Water District. However, 
Los Angeles contended that it had filed years ago on 
Colorado River water, but its rights to Colorado River 
water had become merged when Metropolitan Water District 
was formed. The secretary accepted that argument; and 
after three to four years of negotiations, the secretary 
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finally approved the transfer contracts in December of 
1972. The connection to deliver this water to these 
two entities on the desert has been completed. Their 
plan is to take this water this summer and spread it 
into the underground basin of the Whitewater River, which 
is the local supply for the whole Coachella Valley. Being 
from Riverside County and interested in the desert area, 
I of course did all I could to convince the directors 
of MWD that this was a fine arrangement for both sides. 
The city council of Los Angeles opposed this arrangement 
to the very end, as a means of using pressure on the MWD 
board to gain certain advantages for themselves by increasing 
MWD water rates and decreasing the tax rate of Metropolitan; 
but MWD was able to bring this to fruition, and I think 
this action showed what can be done in water matters if 
people in Southern California cooperate. Of course, every-
body was amazed that the city council of Los Angeles would 
adopt this attitude. It seemed to me to be a very short-
sighted attitude, because the desert area down there is a 
great drawing card for Southern California, as we all know. 
It provides a place for recreation, especially in the 
fall and winter months. The growth in that desert area 
has been fantastic; this water will mainly be used for 
domestic purposes. Palm Springs, at the present time, 
is obtaining all its supply from wells in the Whitewater 
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River basin; and Coachella has also some wells, although 
the Coachella County Water District relies mainly on 
Colorado River water from the All-American Canal for 
irrigation and to supply domestic water in the lower 
part of the valley. Now, those two incidents, I think, 
are.quite interesting and comparatively recent. 

I might add that when the Desert Water Agency was 
being considered, a group of people from that area came 
to my home in Hemet, and we talked this whole program 
over. I advised them to support the bond election of 
1960 and as soon as possible secure a contract with the 
state for the supplementary water supply they needed. 
Later, I went to Palm Springs and made an address in the 
City Hall at a public meeting on the securing of a state 
contract and supporting the bond issue of 1960. 

To describe and relate the development of the Eastern 
Municipal Water District, I probably should state that 
in a previous interview we had discussed the settlement 
reached by the board of the San Jacinto River Conservation 
District with Metropolitan on April 14, 1950. That 
settlement called for the formation of the Eastern Muni-
cipal Water District in the area described in the settle-
ment, to comprise 52,000 acres. My background starting 
as a boy in Orange County and later in Riverside County 
with the development of water systems was a great help in 
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working out all these very difficult problems. 
To continue with the carrying out of this settlement 

of April 14, 1950: we had employed an engineer by the 
name of Donald Baker of Los Angeles, who had been chair-
man of the planning commission of the city of Los Angeles. 
His main duty for us was to get a legal description of 
the boundary of.this new district, which was a paramount 
necessity in starting the process of annexation to the 
Metropolitan Water District. That's the first thing that 
has to be done in any annexation:—have a legal boundary 
upon which taxes can be based. It's got to be meticulously 
done, because if a flaw is found in the legal boundaries 
of any annexed area, it throws a cloud on the authority 
to levy taxes. Mr. Baker was well versed in this type 
of problem. We also used him at the same time that he 
was determining the legal boundaries to advise us on a 
basic distribution system, its location and its cost, 
and the estimated cost of operation. His work started 
in late 1949; at the same time, our attorney, Earl Redwine, 
was working with the chief legal counsel of Metropolitan 
Water District in putting the proposed settlement in the 
proper legal form, because the settlement that has been 
described had to be included in the annexation procedure 
on which the people would vote in the annexation election 
to Metropolitan Water District. 
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MINK: That is, the people within the legally described 
boundaries? 
FARRAR: Yes, the people within the boundaries of the 
new district. 
MINK: They were giving you permission to tax them, in 
other words? 
FARRAR: Yes. And also, when they voted for the annexation, 
they were voting their approval of the settlement contract 
that had been made, because the settlement contract was 
delineated in great detail in the annexation proceedings, 
in the actual proposition that was on the ballot. 

The election to form the Eastern Municipal Water 
District was held on September 26, 1950. The vote was 
4,107 "yes" and a "no" vote of only 80, with 60.2% of 
the qualified voters voting—which is a remarkable showing. 
MINK: Had you put on quite a publicity campaign in the 
area? 
FARRAR: Yes. When it appeared that this settlement was 
going to be made, we employed Mrs. Ruth Peters, who was 
secretary of the Hemet Chamber of Commerce and a graduate 
of the University of Redlands in journalism, and who had 
had journalistic experience on the San Bernardino Sun. 
She had recently moved to the Hemet area from Indio and 
had married Karl Peters, whom I had known for a number 
of years. In order to avoid any criticism of spending 
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tax funds for publicity purposes of this type, we also 
formed a citizens committee which was headed by Harry L. 
Heffner, who was a member of the first Board of Directors 
of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 
representing the city of San Marino. 

Previously in this record I have mentioned Mr. Harry 
Heffner, his employment by Vail and Gates as a cowboy when 
a lad out of high school, his connection with the Vail and 
Gates large holding of 80,000 acres at Temecula, which 
later was sold to the Rancho California group by the Vail 
family, who obtained this beautiful and excellent!property 
when the Vail and Gates partnership was dissolved after 
Mr. Vail's death. Reference will be made later to this 
property, for I had the responsibility of getting this 
large holding annexed to the Metropolitan Water District, 
which took a two-and-one-half-year struggle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Heffner chose Hemet as their retirement 
home in the late 1940s because he had fallen in love with 
this valley when as a very young man he had driven cattle 
through here after unloading them from the Southern Pacific 
at Beaumont en route to the Temecula ranch. This out-
standing couple were a great addition to our community, 
for they had had wide experience in California and were 
very well known—Mrs. Heffner was born at Tustin, California, 
and Harry arrived in Los Angeles when a small boy. It was 
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a stroke of great fortune that I was able to secure his 
help and advice through the latter part of the negotiations 
with the Metropolitan board committee and to have him 
agree to head the citizens group to organize and publicize 
the three necessary elections to complete the formation 
and annexation of Eastern Municipal Water District to 
Metropolitan as called for in the settlement, which became 
final in April, 1950. 

Soon after they arrived, I became acquainted with them, 
for I knew that he had been a member of the organizing 
Board of Directors of Metropolitan in 1929 and knew some-
thing of his background and accomplishments; they were 
many and varied. After Mr. Gates's death the family 
asked him to handle the estate, which consisted of a large 
amount of real estate and the Gates Hotel at Sixth and 
Figueroa in Los Angeles. After settling that estate, he 
was appointed by the state as one of the two receivers 
for the Pacific States Building and Loan, which had been 
forced into receivership by the state of California. Of 
local interest, this financial organization had furnished 
the construction money under a long-term loan to construct 
the new Hotel Alessandro on the site of the old Hotel Hemet, 
which was badly damaged in the 1918 earthquake. One of 
Mr. Heffner's duties was to check on this loan; and 
finally, the receivers foreclosed the trust deed and 
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acquired title. Later it was sold to a Los Angeles 
family corporation, but the hotel was operated all during 
this time. Finally, I was active in the purchase of this 
property by Citizens National Bank of Riverside in 1953? 
the hotel was then torn down and the handsome branch 
bank building of Citizens was erected on the part of 
the property on the corner of Florida and Harvard. Just 
previous to our country's entrance into World War II, 
Mr. Heffner took over the management of the O'Neil family's 
property near Oceanside. He was active in representing 
that family when about 100,000 acres of this holding was 
acquired by the Marine Corps at the beginning of World 
War II and is now known as Camp Pendleton, the West Coast 
base of the Marine Corps. 

Harry Heffner"s younger brother, Robert, a prominent 
businessman in Los Angeles, built a beautiful large home 
adjoining the HaiJry'Heffner home, for he and his wife had 
also decided to retire in Hemet. Bob was a member of 
the commission of five men entrusted by the city of Los 
Angeles to guide and operate the large Department of 
Water and Power. In order to continue on that commission 
and guide his business enterprise until he fully retired, 
Robert Heffner spent two to three days a week in Los 
Angeles. It can be readily seen that these two men could 
be of great help to this area in the negotiations then 
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proceeding over the problems of the San Jacinto Tunnel 
and in the elections to complete the settlement. 

Personally, I owe a great debt of gratitude to these 
two men, especially Harry Heffner. He spent hours and 
hours of his time graciously in helping me think through 
and find answers to the great problems we faced during 
the critical three years. Harry was a man of great charm, 
intelligence, and wide experience, and possessed plain 
common sense to a marked degree. He and Mrs. Heffner 
were outstanding horsemen, and Harry continued to take 
part in all the noted rides held in Southern California 
until he was eighty-six years of age. He passed away 
five years ago at the age of ninety-two--what an eventful 
and full life he led! California owes him much. 

Mr. Heffner, as chairman of this citizens committee, 
and Ruth Peters, as the publicity director, handled—with 
my help—the organization and publicity for these campaigns. 
It then was necessary to have a second election, which 
was held on December 12, 1950, to elect a board of direc-
tors. The citizens committee picked out the following 
candidates: Floyd Bonge of Perris; A.C. Brudin of Hemet, 
who'd been a member of the Hemet City Council; W.M. Kolb, 
mayor of San Jacinto; LaVern Tatu, of a prominent family 
in the Perris Valley; and myself. This slate had no 
opposition, and so they were all elected. 
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At the first meeting, which was held on January 11, 
1951, in the administrative office of the Hemet School 
District, the officers were elected. I was chosen presi-
dent; Mr. W.M. Kolb, vice-president; and Rogers Cox, CPA, 
secretary-treasurer. Mrs. Ruth Peters was appointed to 
serve as public relations director for the new district. 

We had to have a third election for the annexation, 
and this took place on May 15, 19 51, and was carried by 
practically the same majority as the election to form 
the district. 

The next thing we had to do, of course, prior to 
the annexation election, was to employ and start our 
own engineering staff in the Eastern District. We had 
a number of applications for the job of general manager 
and chief engineer; one man seemed to stand out as partic-
ularly well qualified because of his experience, Doyle 
Boen. He'd worked for the Metropolitan Water District 
as a young man on the surveys of the aqueduct through 
our area, and had been employed by the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power as a design engineer. To get 
greater experience in management, at the time that he 
made^iapplication, he was city manager of the city of 
Corona. I interviewed him in the City Hall at Corona 
for the position and recommended him to the board. In 
addition to his wide experience for a man his age, he was 
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a registered civil engineer in California. While working 
as a surveyor in Perris Valley for Metropolitan on the 
Colorado River Aqueduct, he had met his charming wife, 
Belva, who was raised in Perris. It is also interesting 
to note that Doyle did the survey work in locating the 
St. Lawrence adit of the San Jacinto Tunnel shortly after 
MWD took over the completion of construction of the tunnel 
in 1935. He was employed in June, 1951, and has been 
the general manager and chief engineer ever since. He 
has had an outstanding record. He's an excellent man 
and has become well known all over the United States. 

Then we had to start the planning and the engineering 
preparatory to a bond election to put in the distribution 
system for this new district. We had acquired the tunnel 
water in the settlement and had to use it. Finally, a 
bond election was called for March 11, 1952, in the sum 
of $4.3 million to build the basic distribution system. 
And I presume that if we were trying to build this today, 
it would cost three to four times that amount. Through 
the good work of this citizens committee, which was still 
active, and Ruth Peters, the vote on the bond issue was 
3,959 "yes" and 153 "no" with 65% of the eligible voters 
voting. 

MINK: Just as a matter of curiosity, perhaps not neces-
sarily germane, in terms of what is happening these days 
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days with bond issues—and I'm talking about the period 
of 1970 to the present—do you think you would have a 
rougher time? 
FARRAR: Oh, definitely, yes. 
MINK: You definitely feel that people in Hemet, like 
anywhere else, are turned off by bond obligations? 
FARRAR: Not necessarily. We had a big election in the 
last four or five years for a major sewer system, and 
we had very good results—not as overwhelming as this, 
but we had good results. And recently—in fact, last 
year—we had a bond election in one of the areas where 
the people voted for Eastern to buy Fruitvale Mutual 
Water Company and vote a bond issue of some $1.5 million, 
part of which was to buy this company and make improvements. 
This bond issue carried by 95% vote in favor. This 
happens with basic necessities like water and sewer and 
that type of thing. Schools are the ones that seem to 
be suffering more in the bond^issue line. 
MINK: Right. They're doing the same out in Hemet? 
FARRAR: Yes. 
MINK: They're not passing them? 
FARRAR: That's right, except a high school bond issue 
five years ago. Of course, it takes two-thirds to pass 
any of these bond issues in our district as well as in 
the school system; and while most of these bond issues 
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get a majority, they fall short of two-thirds. That's 
the reason for the great interest in trying to get the 
law changed to reduce it to a majority. Now, in the case 
of Metropolitan's bond issues, it only takes a majority, 
not two-thirds. In the state also: state bond issues only 
require a majority. 
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TAPE NUMBER: VII, SIDE TWO 
APRIL 6, 1973 

FARRAR: After the bond election carried, we found that because 
our assessed valuation was only $18.3 million, and, in 
addition to our $4.3 million bond issue, school bonds 
outstanding were substantial, that therefore we couldn't 
sell the bond issue. Some places in the new district were 
so desperate for water that we had to do something. It 
became apparent that before we could sell the bond issue, 
we had to attempt to get an annexation to Eastern District 
and Metropolitan that would bring in at least $4 million 
additional assessed value. 
MINK: Broaden the tax base. 
FARRAR: Bring the tax base up to $22 million. Now, I'd 
been elected director of the Citizens National Bank of 
Riverside in January of 1952, and I went to the president 
of the bank, Elden Smith, who had become a good friend 
of mine, and who had had a background since his graduation 
from Stanford business school with Security First National 
Bank. Elden arranged for an appointment for me to meet 
with Lloyd Austin, who was vice-president in charge of 
loans for that bank, and Frederick Larkin, Jr., who was 
in charge of the bond department. Prior to this time, 
and trying to find some guidelines as to how to proceed, 
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I had become acquainted with Mr. R.H. Moulton, who founded 
the R.H. Moulton Company, an investment organization that 
specialized in municipal and government bonds. I asked 
Mr. Moulton to go with me to this crucial meeting that 
had been arranged with Mr. Austin and Mr. Larkin; and 
Doyle Boen accompanied me to this crucial meeting. I 
very frankly laid my cards on the table and told them 
what we were up against and that we needed water very 
badly, that we had voted this bond issue, that we were 
part of the Metropolitan Water District. So the Security 
First National Bank made the Eastern District a loan of 
$1 million on its note, on the basis that the note would 
be paid when and if we could get an annexation and sell 
the bonds at a reasonable rate of interest. I thought 
that was a very excellent arrangement; they must have had 
a lot of confidence in me to have made such a large loan. 
That loan was made at an interest rate that was comparable 
to the municipal bond interest rate at the time. 
MINK: Were they authorized at that point to make the 
loan, or would they have to get approval? 
FARRAR: No, the loan was made that day. It took us an 
hour. It was made right then and there. The meeting was 
held in Los Angeles, in the main office. 
MINK: So it would be the whole system. 

FARRAR: Yes. Lloyd Austin was then the vice-president 
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in charge of loans for the whole bank, and Fritz Larkin 
was in charge of the bond department of the whole bank. 

To go on a little farther, soon after this, Lloyd 
Austin was made president of the bank and later became 
chairman and chief executive officer. And Frederick 
Larkin succeeded him on his death as president, chairman, 
and chief executive officer of Security Pacific National 
Bank. These men have been good friends of mine all through 
these years. 

We proceeded to use this $1 million to start construc-
ting some pipelines. The first pipeline was laid to 
connect the city of Perris to the aqueduct running through 
the Perris Valley. The first water was turned on June 20, 
1953. Perris and that area held a celebration at which 
Chairman Joseph Jensen and his wife; Robert Diemer, the 
general manager of Metropolitan, and his wife; and Lieuten-
ant Governor Goodwin Knight were present. It's remarkable 
what an assurance of a water supply will do to the economy 
of any area. 
MINK: I imagine this was a very good test case. 
FARRAR: It was. Water is the lifeline. When I was 
three and a half years old, we moved by covered wagon 
from Ventura County, where I was born, to Long Beach. 
When we reached the San Fernando Valley, outside of a 
few homes around the mission, the city of San Fernando 
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had not been established; there was a little residential 
area there, very small, mainly by the railroad. There 
were three houses in all of the rest of the San Fernando 
Valley. There were big grain ranches, dry farm. The 
water from Owens Valley coming in in 1914, as you remember, 
transformed that into what it is today with over 1 million 
people living in the San Fernando Valley. Our area in 
1951 was very much like the San Fernando Valley when I 
was a little boy. It.may not become as heavily populated 
as the San Fernando Valley, but the growth has been 
remarkable. 

Then, of course, the duty fell to me to get this added 
land annexed to Metropolitan. The board of Eastern had 
appointed me to serve as director on the board of Metro-
politan, and I took my oath of office in Los Angeles in 
August of 1951. I was made vice-chairman the Water 
Problems Committee in September of 1952, and it was about 
this time that we started the negotiations to get the 
needed $4 million assessed value. We were successful in 
accomplishing the first annexation, which brought our 
assessed value up to about $22.3 million. As soon as 
that was formalized, we offered the bonds for sale. 

Prior to the opening of bids, Doyle Boen, general 
manager of Eastern, and I had become acquainted with 
Vice-President [Alan K.] Browne of the Bank of America, 
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whose office was in San Francisco, trying to educate him 
as to this new district's needs and its possibilities. 
Evidently he was quite impressed with this new area, 
because on the day the bids were opened before the board, 
the Bank of America was the only bidder. They bought 
the whole bond issue at an approximate rate of 4.25% 
interest, which in today's market is remarkable, because 
the municipal rate is higher than that, probably 5.25 to 
5.5%. Thus we were able to pay off our loan of $1 million 
to Security First National. Now, it's amazing that all 
through these years—and it's been twenty years now since 
that basic system has been in operation—it's still 
serving the whole district very well. We have had to 
increase pressure to increase capacity in some places; 
but on the whole, it's done a very good job. 
MINK: I suppose because that area's not as settled, 
it was easier to get right-of-way for laying pipes. 
FARRAR: Yes. We were fortunate we could put pipelines 
along county, roads, and we didn't even have to obtain a 
right-of-way. We could put them in the county right-of-
way. You can do that, you see, if you're a public body; 
you can use the right-of-way of the county with the 
county's permission. We had no difficulty. We'll lay 
the pipeline right along the edge of the county road 
right-of-way. Mostly the county rights-of-way are 80, 

267a 



100, and 125 feet wide, and the utility lines are all 
along those rights-of-way, electric and telephone lines, 
gas lines, and water lines. 

Of course, this all took an awful lot of work and a 
lot of time. It took a lot out of me. [laughter] My 
wife and I were fortunate, for we got away in June of 1952, 
and took an extended vacation trip to Europe, and came 
back rested and with a new grip on things. It was very 
good for both of us because all the problems that developed 
in '52, during the letting of all these contracts and 
building this system and serving in Los Angeles was a new 
experience for me and very demanding. 

I think at this point now, since I went on the board 
of Metropolitan in 1951, it would be well to start on 
my experience with the Metropolitan board, the history 
of its work and great importance to Southern California, 
how it was formed, and what have been some of its problems. 
Briefly, the Metropolitan Water District came out of 
the city of Los Angeles, where the basic idea developed. 
William Mulholland was a man of great vision and was 
responsible for the aqueduct from Owens Valley. He could 
see the great growth that water would cause in Southern 
California, and so he convinced the city that they should 
take the lead in developing a further importation of 
water on a broader base than the city of Los Angeles. 

268a 



He even got the Water and Power commissioners convinced 
so fully that they put up considerable sums of money 
running into millions of dollars to make surveys of how 
water from the Colorado River could best be brought into 
this area. These surveys started in the early 1920s, 
with the result that legislation was introduced in the 
California legislature in 1927 to form the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California. However, the 
vision of the formation of the Metropolitan Water District 
at that time was not as broad as the reality that exists 
today. 

The first meeting of the Metropolitan Water District 
was held in 1929 at the Huntington Hotel in Pasadena with 
eleven cities joining in the formation of this new district, 
each represented on the board by directors. This was 
enlarged in the next year to include two more cities; and 
therefore, we have the figure of thirteen original cities, 
which is popularly known now as the basic entities of 
the Metropolitan Water District. The rights on the Colorado 
River had been secured from the secretary of the interior 
prior to the actual formation of the Metropolitan Water 
District. And as you know, Herbert Hoover was secretary 
of commerce during the time the Colorado Compact was 
entered into, which provided the basis for construction 
of Hoover Dam. He was, as I recall, the negotiator for 
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the government in allocating the contracts for water delivery 
to the coastal plain for the Metropolitan Water District 
and the city of San Diego (they also had a right, which 
I will go into later). 

To get a good vision of the Metropolitan Water District's 
purposes, it's probably best to read from its first annual 
report, published in 1939, approximately the time that 
the actual construction was completed on the new aqueduct 
from the Colorado River. This is the official language, 
taken from this report. 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
is composed at present of the cities of Anaheim, Beverly 
Hills, Burbank, Compton, Fullerton, Glendale, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, Pasadena, San Marino, Santa Ana, 
Santa Monica, and Torrance, a total of thirteen. 
Provision is made in the act for the addition of 
other areas to the District as may from time to time 
be found desirable. 
The District was organized for the purpose of supplying 
the area within its boundaries with water for domestic, 
industrial, and other beneficial uses, and incidentally 
to provide a means of creating a water supply for 
such surrounding areas as later may find it advan-
tageous to join in the enterprise. Its first objec-
tive is the construction of the Colorado River aque-
duct project, consisting of a main aqueduct 242 miles 
long extending from the river near Parker, Arizona, 
to the Cajalco Reservoir near Riverside, California, 
and a distribution system leading to the various 
comsumption centers. The following pages contain 
an account of the conception and planning of the 
project and a report of construction progress to 
June 30, 1938.... 
Agriculture, population and industries, all growing, 
demanded more water. With present sources being 
overdrawn continually, it was clear that a new impor-
tation to meet the needs of not only Los Angeles but 
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also of the entire Southern California metropolitan 
area must be made. The only new source found avail-
able was the Colorado River. 
The Colorado River aqueduct was therefore planned 
not as a Los Angeles project, but as a Southern 
California enterprise, not on the basis of meeting 
immediate need alone, but on the far broader basis 
of insuring for generations to come an adequate 
water supply for the region as a whole. The ultimate 
aqueduct capacity was fixed at 1,500 cubic feet 
per second in the first instance on the basis of a 
thorough study of population trends and probable 
growth of domestic and industrial demands in the 
metropolitan area. A consideration of the region's 
water supply problems on the basis of the areas 
involved serves as a valuable confirmation of the 
conclusions drawn from the statistical studies. 
Well, that gives the broad picture. It must be 

remembered that while a lot of people look on the Colorado 
River Aqueduct and the Metropolitan Water District as a 
Los Angeles enterprise, it is not. It's directly stated 
in the purposes, in the first public pronouncement of 
the purposes, that it's a Southern California enterprise 
and project; and that's been one great difficulty that 
directors serving on that board for any time have found 
in trying to administer that district, that many people 
endeavor to restrict the purpose of the Metropolitan 
Water District to urban use only. 
MINK: The incorporated areas of Los Angeles then? 
FARRAR: Yes, and immediate surrounding areas. You see, 
these cities, outside of the three cities in Orange County, 
were all the so-called metropolitan area of Los Angeles: 
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Glendale, Burbank, Pasadena, Compton, Torrance, Long 
Beach. The next step, going back, was for Metropolitan 
to ask the people to vote a bond issue of sufficient 
size to build this aqueduct. It must be remembered 
that the Depression started in October, 1929, and this 
bond vote was in 1930. And yet the people overwhelmingly 
voted $225 million to build this aqueduct. But after 
they voted the bond issue, the Metropolitan Water District 
couldn't sell the bonds, strange as it may seem. This 
new district had an assessed valuation of $2 billion, 
yet the market was such and the depressed economy was 
such that the bond buyers wouldn't buy the tax-free bonds. 
So finally Metropolitan approached the federal goverment; 
Jesse Jones was in charge of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation that had been formed to help during the 
Depression. It was the Reconstruction Finance Corpora-
tion that finally bought the Metropolitan Water District 
bonds and put up the money to start construction. The 
construction started with the first contract being let 
to build the San Jacinto Tunnel, which I've already 
described in great detail, and shortly thereafter con-
tracts for construction of other facilities on out to 
Parker, Arizona, and all through the desert. The tunnels 
and the open canals were all built to full capacity, but 
the siphons and underground pipelines were only built 
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to half capacity. This system that was built with that 
$225 million, it is estimated, today would cost four times 
that amount to duplicate as it now exists. Wages for 
top-flight, trained mechanics and tradesmen were a dollar 
an hour. These same men today are getting nine and ten 
dollars an hour. And of course, in machinery of all 
kinds, the increase in price has been very, very marked. 
The Colorado River Aqueduct system was brought to full 
capacity through a construction program that lasted from 
1958 through 1962, and the underground pipelines and the 
siphons were all duplicated. We found even then that it 
cost three to four times as much to build the siphons 
and pipelines as the original ones already in service 
had cost. 

We should now go into some of the ramifications of 
all the great struggle that has gone on from 1950 to 
the present day between the city of Los Angeles and the 
other areas of MWD, mainly the annexed areas. I would 
include in this other side of the picture, Long Beach, 
Glendale and Burbank, which have joined forces with those 
that we call the annexed areas. There1s been a great 
struggle all through these years on annexation policy 
and how to finance the Metropolitan Water District. The 
thesis of the city of Los Angeles has been that the Metro-
politan Water District should be operated as the city of 
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Los Angeles operates its water system and electric system, 
wholly on a revenue basis. But the city of Los Angeles 
forgets that in its beginning years of operating these 
systems, it did issue bonds backed by taxes to build 
these systems; and it didn't relinquish its right to 
tax, didn't stop taxing for the bond issues, until the 
city of Los Angeles became fairly well developed. Now, 
Metropolitan, on the other hand, is a wholesale agency. 
It had no retail system and no guaranteed income. You 
as a resident of Los Angeles have to pay a meter charge 
whether you use any water or not. Metropolitan has no 
such charge. All its members buy their water on a served 
basis. In other words, we pay our monthly bill for water 
used on the water that goes through the meter. There's 
no standby charge in Metropolitan. And we have to build 
for the long-time future. We've got to foresee the needs 
of this country for water supply for fifty to sixty years, 
and we have to build works to make that supply available. 
These works take a lot of money and a lot of time. You 
can't build a major water system today and bring it to 
complete use in under fifty years. So you have to have 
the combination of revenue from water sales and from 
taxes to bear this great burden of providing long-time 
supplies for an area such as Southern California. When 
I went on the board in 1951, the water rate was ten dollars 
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an acre-foot, for all uses. Today that water rate now 
for domestic and municipal use is fifty-six dollars an 
acre-foot—in a period of twenty-two years, an increase 
of over five times. That shows that urban areas like 
Los Angeles are trying to force the outside areas to pick 
up the great burden of the whole Metropolitan Water District? 
yet Los Angeles is the great benefactor directly and indi-
rectly from the growth of Southern California, because it's 
the business center and the financial center of the 
whole empire in Southern California. 

The annexation policy dating back to 1949 was 
brought to the forefront and a lot of publicity was given 
to it in the metropolitan papers and all over California. 
When Pomona Valley applied for annexation to Metropolitan 
Water District, that annexation was refused because of the 
Los Angeles vote, which at that time had over 50% of the 
assessed value and therefore had the veto on anything that 
Los Angeles directors didn't want to go through the board. 
The refusal of the Metropolitan board to accept the Pomona 
Valley created a very serious breach in Southern California, 
so much so that the Los Angeles Times covered this story 
very thoroughly and editorialized against the stand of 
Los Angeles. Legislation was then introduced in Sacramento 
to restrict the voting power of the Los Angeles directors. 
That legislation came out of committee with a "Do Pass" 
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recommendation. The Los Angeles directors took a second 
look and decided they'd rather have their voting rights 
maintained, and so negotiations started with the Pomona 
Valley people, which resulted in Pomona Valley Municipal 
Water District being accepted for annexation, but paying 
a little more annexation charge than had been charged 
previously. 

Now, let me explain this annexation policy. It's 
very intricate, but very interesting. The Laguna Beach 
area had its wells in the early days along the ocean at 
the mouth of the Santa Ana River north of Newport. Those 
wells became salty, and Laguna applied for annexation to 
Metropolitan and was annexed in 1943. The annexation at 
that time called for the entire Laguna area, which was 
organized as the Coastal Municipal Water District, which 
became the first to be annexed outside the thirteen cities. 
But it had to pay all the taxes that any original member 
agency had paid from 1929 to 1943. It was given thirty 
years to pay that sum of money, but without interest. 
The second annexation was the West Basin area, from 
Beverly Hills on down to the coast with the exception 
of Santa Monica, which was an original city; it included 
Redondo [Beach], Hermosa [Beach], and Manhattan Beach— 
not Torrance, because Torrance was an original city, but 
that general area in that coastal plain. It was annexed 
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in 1944 because of the same thing happening to it that 
was happening to Laguna—saltwater intrusion. 
MINK: As far north as Beverly Hills? 
FARRAR: No, no. Hermosa Beach, and Redondo and that 
area, and Palos Verdes Peninsula and all that area. They 
were pumping where the outlet of the San Gabriel River 
used to flow into the ocean. Then San Diego got desperate 
for water at the outbreak of World War II. It had a 
contract for 110,000 acre-feet on the Colorado River 
before it was annexed to Metropolitan in 1946. As part 
of the annexation agreement, Metropolitan took over the 
San Diego rights on the Colorado River. Then Arizona 
began kicking up a storm about its rights on the Colorado 
River. As I said, in the interim, there'd been a deal 
made during Franklin Roosevelt's administration, when 
the Texas representatives in Congress and in the Senate 
were very powerful, whereby Mexico, in the Baja California 
part of Mexico, was given a right on the Colorado River 
for 1.5 million acre-feet in exchange for any rights that 
Mexico might claim on the Rio Grande River, which is the 
border between Texas and Mexico. So Texas got all the 
Rio Grande River water; and California, Nevada, and 
Arizona were shorted 1.5 million acre-feet on the Colorado 
River. Arizona, as I said, began kicking up a storm 
and threatening lawsuits, and the Los Angeles directors 
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became fearful of this. In 1947 and '48, after San Diego 
had been taken in, they refused to take in any new areas, 
and so Pomona was the first to suffer. Now, at this 
time, we had started negotiations with Metropolitan over 
the tunnel water? and we were about to be refused also, 
because our negotiations were going on at the same time 
as Pomona's were. Then Ontario and Upland and Chino 
was another area coming into this picture—wanted to be 
annexed too, but they were just a little behind us. So 
the three of us were all in the same boat. Of course, 
the directors in Los Angeles could see where they were 
heading, and so they gave in on this Pomona annexation 
with the provision that if Pomona would agree to pay 
3% interest on these so-called "back taxes" as their 
annexation charge, they would be annexed; and they were, 
on that basis. Los Angeles people used that as a great 
concession on their part, but Pomona had agreed to pay 
more, so the annexations were justified because of the 
3% interest being charged; whereas, as a matter of fact, 
it was the legislative threat that had really broken the 
ice. So that broke the jam for all of us. However, 
when our annexation came up, we had to prove—and get 
the state Department of Water Resources to certify— 
that our area was part of the coastal plain. That took 
us about six months to get that certification; but of 
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course our area is a part of the coastal plain—that's 
self-evident. 

Mr. Jensen was chairman of the board during this 
Pomona and Ontario-Upland and our area controversy. He 
was a man who, when a compromise on any issue of policy 
was made, was magnanimous enough to admit that he might 
have been mistaken and did it with good grace. This was 
evidenced in a letter that he wrote to me dated May 19, 
1954, which I consider one of my prize possessions. After 
an introductory paragraph, he states: 

The Metropolitan Water District owes you a great 
debt of gratitude for which none of us have taken 
the time to express our appreciation, and which I 
would like to do at this time. When you first sought 
me out in 1949, I had just become chairman of the 
Board. I had inherited a goodly suspicion that all 
you wanted was to collect a lot of money from the 
Metropolitan Water District for water from Mount 
San Jacinto. In that first interview, you carried 
the burden of convincing me of your personal sincerity 
and integrity and of assuring me that all you had 
sought for your district was a hearing and fair 
consideration. As president of the San Jacinto 
River Conservation District, you negotiated a settle-
ment with the Metropolitan Water District which 
has proven highly advantageous to all concerned. 
The negotiations eliminated all litigation 
and created friendship and understanding where 
suspicion theretofore existed. Wisely, you did 
not seek to include all of the land now in your 
district in that first annexation, but slowly and 
faithfully and at times against substantial resis-
tance you expressed your case so that now the area 
of Eastern Municipal Water District has more than 
doubled. The way is now opened to all who want 
water in the San Jacinto River basin to obtain it 
through the Eastern Municipal Water District from 
the Metropolitan Water District. To have accomp-
lished all this within the short period of five 
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years is an achievement of which anyone may well 
be proud. I am happy to congratulate you on having 
given so freely of your time to render such an impor-
tant service to your community in which you have 
lived so many years. Long after the memory of our 
efforts is forgotten, the San Jacinto River basin 
will benefit from your fine work. 

Now, that's typical of Mr. Jensen. He's very gracious. 
He'll take a position in opposition to you, and then you 
have to convince him. I suppose that comes from his long 
training in the oil business. 

But to go on with these annexation and water battles 
over the years: in 19 57, the general manager came in with 
a recommendation to raise the water rates 5 0% on all uses, 
from ten to fifteen dollars an acre-foot. Some progress 
had been made on spreading Colorado River water in the 
Santa Ana River basin in Orange County, because their 
water supply was deteriorating—the Santa Ana River basin 
is served from wells. All these areas opposed the escal-
ation of water rates by 50% for all uses; they banded 
in quite an effort, which resulted in the appointment of 
a special board committee of nine men in 1957 to study 
this whole problem of the importance of agriculture and 
the spreading of water for the building-up of the under-
ground basins. Mr. Jensen appointed me chairman of that 
committee, which was allocated $15,000 for its expenses, 
on the basis that we didn't want to use the staff of 
Metropolitan; we wanted an independent investigation of 
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these two very important uses of water. This committee 
hired a man from Northern California by the name of Edson 
Abel as its chief investigator. He had just retired as 
chief counsel for the California Farm Bureau Federation 
and had been very active in water development and water 
legal matters for the Farm Bureau. I had known Ed in 
law school at Stanford and knew him to be a very able man. 
The second man we hired a little later was Albert Webb, 
a consulting engineer of Riverside, who was very familiar 
with underground basins and recharging them because of 
his experience in the upper Santa Ana River basin. 
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APRIL 6, 1973 

FARRAR: This special MWD committee took over a year to 
make its study and report and filed its printed report 
in book form in August of 195 8, a copy of which has been 
included in the papers that I have given to the university. 
The results of this committee's work and its recommendations 
had far-ranging effects in Southern California. First, 
during the study by the committee, we had the chief counsel 
of Metropolitan Water District discuss with us ways and 
means by which the Metropolitan Water District could 
legally institute a scale of water pricing that would 
divide the use of water into different categories and 
charge different prices for different uses. Prior to 
this time, all water for all uses had been sold at the 
same price, and when water was priced at ten dollars an 
acre-foot, it was sold at about half of what it cost to 
bring it over here from the Colorado River, including 
capital costs. The ten dollars an acre-foot price about 
paid operating expenses. The chief counsel, in his opinion— 
which we secured after about four or five months insistence— 
finally gave the ruling that while Metropolitan was formed 
primarily to sell water for domestic, industrial, and 
municipal uses, it could under its broad powers sell water 
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not used for those purposes to other beneficial uses at 
a lower price. 
MINK: You mean it could sell outside of the district? 
FARRAR: No, only inside the district. Metropolitan is 
restricted to selling water only inside its boundaries 
except to installations of the federal government and the 
state of California. Finally, the committee took all this into 
consideration in its recommendations and in its studies. 
These experts that we had employed found that agriculture 
was indeed a very important industry in Southern California 
and, I might add, has remained a very important industry 
to the basic economy all through the years since the date 
of this study. They found that the use of the Colorado 
River water to recharge the underground basins of Southern 
California was a very important endeavor, not only to stop 
saltwater intrusion from the ocean, but also to build up 
the underground reservoirs while we had ample Colorado 
River supplies, so that these underground reservoirs 
could be used in times of emergency and to supply any 
shortages that might arise. As a matter of fact, these 
underground reservoirs were used last summer by pumping 
from them because of the long dry winter and a series 
of dry winters. As a result of this committee's work, 
in late 1958, Metropolitan did start to establish a 
water-rate system by raising the water rates on domestic 
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and industrial purposes to fifteen dollars an acre-foot 
from ten dollars, while agriculture and water used for 
spreading were charged twelve dollars an acre-foot. That 
policy has continued through all these years; and at the 
present time, the water rate for domestic and industrial 
purposes is fifty-six dollars an acre-foot, water for 
spreading is thirty dollars an acre-foot, and water for 
agriculture use has been raised to a limit of twenty-five 
dollars an acre-foot. You can see that agriculture now 
pays less than half of the cost of water for domestic 
and industrial purposes. But agriculture is paying for 
the Colorado River water approximately double what it 
actually costs to bring the water over here as operating 
and maintenance expenses, which amounts to about twelve 
dollars an acre-foot. 

Now, the spreading of water into the underground 
basins has been highly important. Orange County started 
this some time ago experimentally, but has gone into it 
in a very big way during the last fifteen years and has 
purchased and spread in the Santa Ana River basin 2.138 
million acre-feet of Colorado River water by running it 
over gravel beds and putting it in ponds just off the 
actual stream bed. That's a lot of water. Seeing the 
success Orange County had obtained caused the San Gabriel 
River basin to start in its endeavor, because of the salt-
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water intrusion coming into the underground in the Redondo-
Hermosa Beach area and because of the receding water tables. 
Earlier, it has obtained the state Department of Water 
Resources to make a study of saltwater intrusion and the 
state recommended that a series of wells be drilled along 
the coast in order to inject imported Colorado River water 
into the underground directly, to create a freshwater 
barrier to prevent the saltwater from encroaching: in 
other words, build up a barrier high enough so that the 
tidal action would not cause water to percolate from the 
ocean into the freshwater zone. If I'm correct, this is 
the first time that a barrier had ever been attempted in 
the history of the world. It proved highly successful, 
and it's been operated now for over fifteen years with 
great success. About 80,000 acre-feet of water a year is 
injected into the barriers along the ocean in all areas 
in Los Angeles and Orange counties. The water is contin-
uously injected winter and summer, all the time; it never 
lets up day or night, 365 days a year. 

MINK: I wonder how much of that water is directly usable 
after it's injected? Some is then pumped out by wells? 
FARRAR: The water's pumped out by wells back of the barrier, 
you see. 
MINK: So none of it is really lost. 
FARRAR: None of it is really lost, no. Seeing the success 

286a 



of this barrier, which is quite an invention, a wonderful 
idea, the people at the present mouth of the San Gabriel 
River began to attempt the same thing, and a series of 
wells have been put along that area. Now, a similar 
thing is being developed at the mouth of the Santa Ana 
River in Orange County. All this has resulted from these 
barriers to prevent ocean water from coming in and has 
allowed them to spread water upstream to much greater 
advantage. The San Gabriel River basin, which goes from 
the old Foothill Highway, let's say, to the ocean, is a 
big populated area now, a great industrial area—South 
Gate, Bellflower, Downey, and all that area clear on in 
to Long Beach. The Los Angeles Flood Control District, 
in cooperation with the West Basin Municipal Water District 
(a member of MWD) and the Central Basin Municipal Water 
District (which became a member of MWD in 1954)—these 
three agencies working together—started experimenting 
in spreading water into the San Gabriel River bed, above 
and below Whittier Narrows. That didn't seem too practical, 
because they didn't have any means of raising money to 
buy this water; and so finally, with the help of Metropolitan 
Water District, they formed what is known as the San 
Gabriel River Replenishment District, which covers the 
whole basin, including the city of Compton, part of the 
city of Los Angeles, the city of Long Beach, the Central 
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Basin Municipal Water District, and the West Basin Muni-
cipal Water District. It includes all of the cities 
and entities of the Central Basin and West Basin and is 
very big, a large industrial area, heavily populated. 
Growth has been phenomenal, with a total assesssed value 
of nearly $8 billion. It takes in Whittier, Vernon, 
Montebello, Bell, Bellflower, and South Gate. Now, they 
are. spreading water in great amounts in that basin. 

As to agriculture, we have found that since Metro-
politan started to encourage agricultural use, we have 
had a great development in higher agricultural types of 
production: citrus, avocados, flower growing, and the 
big winter tomato industry along the coast in San Diego 
County. In fact, it may seem surprising, but since this 
water became available in San Diego County, there has 
developed a cut-flower industry which brings in $40 million 
a year. Today, carnations, are. being shipped in great 
quantities by air all over the United States. Their cut-
flower industry, plus poinsettias being grown for the 
Christmas trade, plus gladiolas and all that type of 
flower, has developed into a very big and very profit-
able industry. 

The fall and winter tomato industry in San Diego 
County has been very profitable. Acres and acres of 
tomatoes are being grown on the hillsides overlooking the 
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ocean because of the frost-free climate. The very fine 
quality tomatoes you get here in the fall of the year— 
October, November, December, and sometimes into January— 
all come from this area. Great citrus areas have also 
developed along Highway 395 in San Diego County, reaching 
from recent development on Rancho California along an 
area of probably twenty miles. Traveling down 395, you 
see acres and acres of citrus and avocados on the hill-
sides in the Fallbrook and Escondido area. Around Lake Mathews 
another great citrus acreage has developed as a result 
of this water policy, between 10,000 and 12,000 acres of 
very high-class citrus. In the Hemet area, we've developed 
a fine grapefruit-growing section. And all together, 
today agriculture in MWD brings in to the farmer a total 
of $700 million a year in agricultural income, farm income. 
Now, it's been proven by economists who are knowledgeable 
in this field that this means a total $2.8 billion effect 
on the economy, because agricultural products have to be 
transported and they have to be processed; and all through 
the economy, it means an increase from the farm income 
to its total value to the economy of four times the farm-
income price. You can see that agriculture is still a 
very basic and important industry in Southern California. 

The present annexation policy of Metropolitan was 
developed in about the early 1960s, when changes were 
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made in the annexation cost. Seeing the great advantage 
of having a water supply, many owners of undeveloped 
lands asked for annexation in all of this area, especially 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Orange counties. 
Therefore a new policy was developed which stated that 
any lands annexing to Metropolitan had to develop at 
least $100 an acre under the back-tax policy, or would 
have to pay the $100 an acre minimum. In other words, 
if by the back-tax formula—that is, picking up all the 
taxes all member agencies had paid from 19 29 through to 
the date of annexation—if that didn't amount to $100 
an acre, then the area had to pay that $10 0 regardless. 
If it only picked up $20, they still had to pay the $100. 
The interest rate on back taxes was raised at the same 
time from 3 to 4%. That policy carried on until Rancho 
California annexation was proposed in the middle 1960s. 

This was a purchase of 80,000 acres of land by the 
Kaiser Industries combined with Macco Realty from the 
Vail family for $22 million cash, one cash payment. I 
followed that purchase through the escrow, so that I 
would know it was authentic, for I was in charge of the 
annexation before the Water Problems Committee of MWD. 
I had a friend in Security First National Bank who could 
follow this for me; he was very gracious and did this 
because I didn't want to get caught in promoting an 
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annexation for purely land speculators. I wanted to be 
sure that the purchasers were authentic and had the money 
to really develop this land for the good of Southern 
California. Just before the escrow started, the Kaiser-
Macco Realty people came to Eastern Municipal Water 
District and asked that we annex at least half of this 
ranch property. Prior to this time, the Vail Company 
and the other landowners in that whole area had petitioned 
the Eastern District for annexation, in 19 61; but we had 
held off, because we didn't think it was an appropriate 
time, in view of the Colorado River dispute and the recent 
consummation of the contract between the state and the 
Metropolitan Water District for the new state supply. 
So nothing was done with this 1961 petition until these 
new interests purchased the Vail property which was to 
make them part of this group that had petitioned in 1961. 

When I proposed this annexation in Los Angeles, I 
met with terrific opposition, because many people feared 
that these people were purely land speculators and were 
in it "to make a quick buck," as the saying goes. Of 
course, a lot of that's been done in real estate promotion. 
After working on this a long time, we finally convinced 
the committee and board that that wasn't true; but, in the 
meantime, Mr. Jensen had started a program, a movement to 
raise the annexation minimum rate from $100 to $700 an acre. 
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Well, finally we got the backing of enough people on the 
Water Problems Committee to defeat that, and a compromise 
was reached at $200 an acre. 

Now, in the meantime, certain areas had been annexed 
in San Diego, Orange, and Riverside counties under the 
$100 minimum. The annual tax levy to raise the necessary 
amount to pay for this $100 an acre plus a 4% interest over 
a thirty-year period had developed to be in the range from 
six dollars per $100 assessed value to as high as a twenty-
dollar tax rate. In other words, the tax rate in county 
areas would be eight or nine dollars; and then you'd add 
another five to twenty dollars for water, and you'd make 
your tax rate prohibitive: you couldn't develop schools; 
you couldn't do anything; you couldn't put in any service 
lines to use the water. So, finally, as a solution for 
this problem, I made the suggestion that the law of the 
Metropolitan Water 'District be changed so that Metropolitan 
would have authority to limit itself to a maximum tax 
rate for this purpose. Finally, that was adopted by the 
Water Problems Committee and the board under pressure, 
political pressure, because in all these counties we had 
been explaining to the boards of supervisors what had 
been happening, and we got the boards of supervisors to 
talk to their legislators from the different counties to 
show how this high tax rate for these annexation charges 
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was stifling all these communities. The schools were 
losing support, and all county functions were being hurt. 
We finally got this legislation through the legislature, 
and it was signed by the governor. The Board of Directors 
of MWD, under this authority, limited the tax rate for 
annexation purposes to seventy-five cents per $100 assessed 
valuation, which is a great difference from six dollars to 
twenty dollars. So that's the present annexation policy 
of the Metropolitan Water District. If an area doesn't 
develop $200, it pays $200 minimum. But the tax rate is 
limited to seventy-five cents. 

Now, to carry on from there, the further struggle 
with the so-called "urban complex," mainly the city of 
Los Angeles, was not only on annexation costs but also 
on water rates. As I've stated, that struggle has been 
going on since 1952; the first breakthrough was in the 
special committee's recommendations in 1958. But when 
the state contract negotiations were in progress, the 
city of Los Angeles attempted in late 1959—just after 
the Burns-Porter Act was passed by the legislature and 
signed by the governor—to force legislation through 
Sacramento to require the Metropolitan Water District 
board to negotiate the contract with the state only upon 
the basis of Metropolitan securing individual contracts 
from its member agencies for so much water that each 
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agency thought it might need for the long-time future. 
The individual agency would also have to agree to tax 
itself for income enough to pay its proportionate share 
of the capital and operating costs of the state project. 
In other words, instead of Metropolitan contracting with 
the state as a whole and spreading the burden equally 
on everybody, Los Angeles city proposed that this not be 
the case, that the Metropolitan contract be based only 
upon contracts with each separate agency as to its own 
water needs and that the agency would agree to pay its 
proportionate share based on those needs. The Executive 
Committee and Ransom Chase, chairman of the Water Problems 
Committee, were authorized by the board to hear the Los 
Angeles proposal. The meeting was held with the staff 
and the Water and Power commissioners of the city of 
Los Angeles during the first week in January of 1960 
before actual negotiation, started with the state. Now, 
this proposal of the city showed and their charts demon-
strated that under this proposal they would only be paying 
6% of the cost of the water coming in from the north, 
wherein by the other method of spreading it over the whole 
Metropolitan area, they would pay 29% of the cost. Their 
proposal had quite a bit of study by the Metropolitan 
board, the Executive Committee and staff; and on April 12, 
1960, MWD adopted a resolution, by unanimous vote--even 
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every director of the Los Angeles delegation voted in 
favor of a resolution—which turned down the Los Angeles 
proposal. We had wide publicity of this resolution to 
show that the Los Angeles proposal was totally unworkable 
and that we had to consider water in the same sphere as 
fire protection and health protection and sewage, facilities 
and any other basic necessity for the good of the populated 
area. Los Angeles kept insisting that they were going to 
Sacramento to get the law changed to force us into their 
position. Some of the Los Angeles [MWD directors] felt 
that MWD might intercede with the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce to get it to act as a sort of referee. The 
chamber did appoint a special committee headed by H.C. 
McClellan, who was a very well known man in the city, a 
former industrialist. (In passing, he's the man who carried 
on the negotiations to bring the Dodgers to Los Angeles, 
as you remember.) The Executive Committee was again given 
charge of these negotiations with the chamber committee; 
and, of course, as a member I sat in on all those sessions. 
At the same time, I was sitting in on all the negotiating 
sessions with the state people on the state contract. The 
Executive Committee, on May 10, gave out a statement on 
this whole proposal for the confidential information of 
the directors and again pointed out MWD policy and the 
weakness of the Los Angeles proposal. Because of pressure, 
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again from Los Angeles, the board adopted a second resolution 
on July 26, 1960, which reaffirmed its policy of April 12 
and May 10. This policy resolution decided that the state 
contract should be a district-wide obligation and that its 
benefits would help all sections of Southern California 
directly and indirectly. This statement of July 26 was 
adopted shortly after the assembly water committee, under 
Carley Porter's chairmanship, held extensive hearings in 
Santa Monica to go into the contents of the basic contract 
that was being worked out between the state of California 
and Metropolitan Water District, which I've covered previ-
ously. 

Finally, after we reached an agreement with the 
Chamber of Commerce committee, in fact, agreed with the 
basic policy that Metropolitan had established in its 
April, May, and July policy statements, Resolution 5821 
was adopted on September 27, 1960, as a basic policy for 
financing the Metropolitan Water District. This was prior 
to the time of the signing of the state-MWD contract on 
November 4, 1960. Resolution 5821 was very far-reaching 
in that it states definitely that the method of collecting 
taxes in the district must continue to be based upon the 
assessed valuation of all property within the district, 
with the burden being shared equally by everyone. This 
policy statement is completely new and far-reaching, as 
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follows: "Until an aqueduct operates at full capacity, 
the excess of all costs over the amount received from 
water sales will continue as at present to be paid by 
the taxpayers. It follows that when an aqueduct is 
operating at full capacity the taxpayer thereafter will 
be relieved of any tax burden, except as to surplus water 
which may be sold for agricultural groundwater replen-
ishment purposes." 

In other words, that opened the door to and strengthened 
the recommendations that the special committee had made in 
195 8, Where water for these two uses could be sold at lower 
rates, even to the point of where the taxpayer must carry 
the bond retirement and bond interest. These uses now 
pay the incremental costs which cover mainly power costs. 
Now, this Resolution 5821—and this is very important— 
received the approval in writing by the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce and also in a letter directed to the Metropolitan 
by the mayor of Los Angeles, Norris Poulson. 

Now, as I've stated, the state-Metropolitan contract 
was signed on November 4, 1960. In spite of all these 
understandings, the Bureau of Water and Power went to the 
legislature in January of 1961 and tried to upset this 
whole agreement. They sought to change the Metropolitan 
Water District Act so that MWD must sell water from the 
north delivered by the State Water Project at a much 
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higher price than it sold the water from the Colorado 
River, and that these prices should be related to the 
costs of bringing the water from the two sources into 
the Southern California area. That appealed to some of 
the urban legislators, but Metropolitan opposed it. 
Finally, a compromise was reached, whereby the law was 
allowed to be amended so that the board of MWD was given 
authority at its discretion so that it may sell water 
from different sources at different prices, not that it 
must. Nothing was done at MWD on a different price for 
the state water. In fact, in the debate when this compro-
mise came up for a vote in the board meeting, nearly all 
directors made statements that they were voting for this 
compromise but that they did not intend to change the 
policy of the Metropolitan Water District. But time has 
a way of changing people's minds. Los Angeles continued 
to keep its pressure on, and Carley Porter's committee 
was instructed by a resolution in the assembly of the 
legislature to hold hearings in 1967 upon what Metropolitan 
should do as to raising money to finance its operations 
and debt service. In other words, they were continually 
trying to place Metropolitan on a totally revenue basis 
rather than a tax and revenue. At these hearings, the 
Metropolitan Water District, of course, opposed any 
change in its basic policy, and many member agencies 
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also entered into that discussion. I'm going to leave 
with you the formal statement which was presented by the 
Eastern Municipal Water District at the hearing in Los 
Angeles on December 12 and 13 of 1967 before Mr. Porter's 
committee. You will find in it the reasons why this 
effort of the city of Los Angeles should not prevail; 
and further, it was proposed at the hearings by Carley 
Porter1s committee that study be given to the change 
in the method of voting at Metropolitan Water District 
board meetings. I stated previously in connection with 
the state contract voting that Metropolitan up to that 
time had what's called block voting, where Los Angeles 
had, say, seven directors, and four of them voted "yes" 
and three voted "no." But the four "yeses" voted the 
whol£ allotment of Metropolitan vote. Now, that was 
before it could be changed by the legislature after the 
Porter committee hearings. Now, each director votes 
one-eighth of the Los Angeles allotted votes; this applies 
also to any agency that has more than one director. If an 
agency has two directors, each director would vote half 
of his agency's allotted votes. The votes in Metropolitan, 
as I've explained, are based on one vote for each $10 
million assessed valuation. Carley Porter's committee 
denied the Los Angeles request for a change in the basic 
financing of Metropolitan Water District but did ask 
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Metropolitan to engage in a study of its water-rate struc-
ture and attempt to have an independent study made to 
determine what alternative policies could be adopted. 

Robert Skinner had retired as general manager of 
Metropolitan, I think, in 1967 or early 1968; and since 
he was a widely recognized authority in this field, and 
the board had great confidence in his judgment and ability, 
he was employed under a consulting agreement to head this 
study and to hire such other people as he might deem desir-
able with approval by the Board of Directors. He did 
recommend to the Board of Directors that Brown and Caldwell 
be employed to assist him. 

To give a little background of Brown and Caldwell, 
I know this firm of consulting engineers; they do work 
mainly in the field of appearances before the California 
Public Utilities Commission and have been trained for 
that type of thing; and consequently, their views in this 
report do take on some semblance of the privately-owned-
utility type of financing. However, the report is quite 
fair and in great detail. It consists of a whole book, 
which I think I shall file with my papers, because I 
think it would be valuable for research purposes. It's 
a very thorough report covering some 300 pages with some 
appendix material. This study cost the Metropolitan 
District, as I recall, in the neighborhood of $250,000. 

300a 



It fell to my lot as vice-chairman of the Water Problems 
Committee to conduct the hearings on this report. Mr. 
Chase had had some surgery on his eyes and was not avail-
able,, for he had taken a trip to Europe to recover from 
some of his problems after post-surgery recovery at home. 
We allowed each member agency and any interested party 
to come before the Water Problems Committee and state 
their ideas and opinions with the result that after three 
or four sessions of public hearings, the board decided to 
continue its policy, largely based on Resolution 5821, 
which was adopted in 1960. Now we come to the point in 
time where Metropolitan had to face the construction of 
a distribution system in Southern California to distribute 
the state supply. Engineering studies had been proceeding 
from 1961 on as to how best to develop a system in conjunc-
tion with the Colorado River Aqueduct system to distribute 
this water. 
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TAPE NUMBER: VIII, SIDE TWO 
APRIL 6, 1973 

FARRAR: In order to finance this massive distribution 
system that had to be built, which was estimated to cost 
$1.35 billion, it was decided to put a bond issue before 
the people for $850 million. In 1966, this carried by 
a vote of three to one, a very good vote in favor of 
the bond issue. The $850 million, of course, was not 
adequate to cover the total cost of $1.35 billion; and 
so it had to be determined how the rest of the money was 
going to be raised. Los Angeles's effort was along the 
lines of raising the rates on Colorado River water to a 
point at which it would produce a handsome profit, using 
that profit money plus taxes for the rest of the money 
for what is called "pay-as-you-go" financing. 

To show the effect of this policy, I made a study 
in conjunction with the controller of the Metropolitan 
Water District. This study began July 1, 19 61, and ran 
through July 1, 1971. For the fiscal year of 1969-70, 
we find that the Colorado River Aqueduct water was paying 
all costs, including bond retirement, interest, and opera-
ting costs, leaving a net"profit balance of $10 million. 
That profit increased for the '71-72 period to show that 
because of the increase in rates, $19 million was being 
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raised from this source. This seemed out of all propor-
tion in view of the Resolution 5821, which in my view 
made it obligatory on the board not to raise water rates 
on Colorado River water to finance the construction of a 
distribution system to deliver the northern supply in 
Southern California. This brought on a great debate. 
Finally, in 1971, the general manager, Henry J. Mills, 
came in with a surprise recommendation: that when the 
northern water supply became available, it should be sold 
at ten dollars an acre-foot above the price of Colorado 
River water. He based this upon the compromise legislation 
reached in 19 61, that the board may charge different prices 
for water from different sources. This evoked a great 
debate in the Metropolitan Water District. I opposed 
this because my opinion is that Metropolitan was never 
formed for such a purpose. The law clearly states that 
its policy should be that the same quality water be 
delivered to every member agency at the same price, regard-
less of location. Now, it developed in all this study 
and in Mr. Mills's recommendation that the Ventura County 
area, which had been annexed as the Calleguas Municipal 
Water District and had been annexed after great debate 
and a necessary change in the Colorado River contract with 
the Department of the Interior, would have to take state 
water in total, and they'd have to pay the ten dollars 
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extra; while in our area we would not get any state water 
for at least ten years, and we were going to pay the 
Colorado River price. This didn't look equitable to me. 
So I along with many others filed a statement on July 21, 
1971, opposing Mr. Mills's position. 
MINK: A copy of that is in your papers. 
FARRAR: Yes, and I have some others here in relation 
to this at a later date that I want to give you today. 
Finally, in September of 1971, we did arrive at a price 
of five dollars an acre-foot for the state water, which 
would equal the Colorado River water price coming through 
the La Verne Treatment Plant, where the quality was improved. 
We charged a five-dollar cost for that water treatment, 
but the state supply didn't need that treatment, and so 
we equalized the price. 

Now, Mr. Mills also recommended a little later that 
we finally have the state supply carry a twenty-dollar 
difference in price, which had been proposed by the city 
of Los Angeles. He went along with them. This brought 
on a great furor and a great division on the board. Finally, 
on July 13, 1972, the board ordered that a special committee 
be appointed and that its membership include every director 
that was still serving on the board who had served on the 
committee of 1960 that developed Resolution 5821. I was 
one of those who had served on that committee in 1960, and 
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so I was appointed to serve on this new committee of nine 
men. We held meetings in June, July, and August of 19 72, 
and went into this matter in great detail; I have the 
papers and statements and actions of the committee that 
I will give you. This is very recent. Now, this committee 
finally arrived in August at a decision that all "pay-as-
you-go" financing be stopped, that water rates be stabi-
lized at present levels, and that a ten-dollar surcharge 
for the State Project water over the Colorado River water 
be the limit of difference between its price and the 
Colorado River price. We also decided that the board 
seek authority from the legislature to issue revenue 
bonds. The purpose of revenue bonds would be for them 
to be used later and to service the revenue bonds from 
sales of water from the Colorado River plus water from 
the State Project; and thus, instead of the "pay-as-you-
go" financing, the payments of interest and principal 
on the revenue bonds would be over a fifty-year period, 
and when the revenues would be increasing. While Metro-
politan now is selling about 1.2 million acre-feet a year, 
it projects that by the year 2000, Metropolitan will be 
selling 2 million acre-feet a year. A simple resolution 
was adopted by the board on August 18, 1972, to carry 
out these recommendations. 

Now, the increased assessed valuation of Metropolitan 
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over the last two or three years has been quite remarkable. 
In addition to stopping the escalation of water rates by 
these new policies, we've also been able to reduce the tax 
rate from seventeen cents to fifteen cents. We feel now 
that the water rates can be stabilized for eight to ten 
years at present levels and that the tax rates can be 
stabilized also at fifteen cents, which is very low com-
pared to all other taxes on your tax bill and when compared 
to the value of the insurance of this tremendous water 
supply in Southern California. The authorization for 
Metropolitan to issue revenue bonds has passed the legis-
lature, and has been signed by the governor, and became 
effective, as I recall, just before the end of 1972. 

To summarize the wonderful experience I have enjoyed 
during the twenty-two years I have served as a member of 
the Board of Directors of Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California: not only am I thankful that I have 
been given the opportunity to serve the people of Southern 
California and the state as a whole during these years, 
but also it has been an enriching privilege to be associated 
with men of such high caliber and motives both on the 
board and the staff of the district. Many have become 
close friends, men whom I respect, although at times I 
have disagreed with some of them over certain decisions 
that had to be made. 
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During those years, it has been a rare privilege to 
have had a part in framing policies that have been the 
basic foundation for the growth of the economic wonder-
land we call Southern California. Without question, 
Southern California as we know it today could not have 
happened without a guaranteed water supply to meet all 
reasonable needs for years in the future. The annexation 
policy that now has become fairly well stabilized has 
permitted the creation of a political entity without 
parallel in the history of the world. Metropolitan is 
the largest and soundest water district in existence 
today; it serves 10.5 million people or 53% of the popu-
lation of the state of California and has within its 
boundaries 54% of assessed value of the state. The 
maximum tax rate on undeveloped annexed lands of seventy-
five cents per $100 assessed value has permitted such 
areas to be promptly developed by building new water 
distributing facilities, providing proper schools as 
needed, having good roads, and all in all has been a very 
healthy development. After all, Metropolitan was organ-
ized to serve Southern California, and its original aim 
was to annex areas that would need water in the future. 
The method of financing Metropolitan, with fairness to the 
taxpayer and the water user, was worked out in 19 60; and 
that policy has proved the test of time, with certain 
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amendments to meet changing conditions. The change in 
directors' voting, which became effective in 1968, has 
provided a much healthier situation in the deliberations 
of the Board of Directors. Today, as previously set out, 
in agencies that have more than one director, each direc-
tor is entitled to vote his pro rata share of his agency's 
total vote; and thus, we have a much better balance in 
the opinions expressed in debate and in the vote. I 
firmly believe the new voting method is the democratic 
way. 

I also am deeply grateful I had the opportunity to 
share in the negotiations that have resulted in the state-
Metropolitan Water District contract to bring an additional 
water supply to Southern California from the surplus of 
Northern California in the amount of over 2 million acre-
feet a year. That was an experience that perhaps will 
never be duplicated again, for we charted new ground that 
called for vision and daring in writing a contract of 
such immense magnitude. It took brave men on both sides 
of the table to dream in such large terms and make those 
dreams come true. 

Now, summarizing the accomplishment of the Eastern 
Municipal Water District, this district has had a phenom-
enal growth. It started with 52,000 acres in 1951 and an 
assessed value of $18.3 million; and now, it encompasses 

308a 



approximately 340,000 acres with an assessed value of 
$268 million. When you multiply that by four or five, 
you find that the actual value of this area has grown 
from about $75 million to over $1 billion in the space 
of twenty-two years. That's a phenomenal growth. The 
population has had a great increase also; it probably 
has increased three or four times. Our assessed value 
among Metropolitan agencies has been increasing faster, 
doubling the average increase of the whole district, and 
Eastern is usually first or second in the whole district 
for percentage increase in assessed value. This district 
now encompasses a territory running from the base of the 
San Jacinto Mountains to the city limits of Riverside, 
and from the mountains between our valley and Beaumont 
and Banning to the San Diego County line. 

On the personnel side of Eastern, Doyle Boen has 
continued to act as general manager and chief engineer 
and has developed an excellent organization. Without 
any likelihood of this fact being disputed, I want to 
state that it's the best-managed municipal water district 
in California, with the most far-seeing policies; it 
developed the improvement-district plan of operation and 
spearheaded the change of state law necessary to do this 
for financing the development of local water systems to 
the point at which Eastern now operates some twenty-six 
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improvement districts for water and twelve for sewer 
systems. It's among the pioneers in the development 
of the modern treatment of waste water whereby this water 
can be used locally now; and we're using a great portion 
of it for irrigation of agriculture, water that comes 
through the treatment plants. 

One of the most satisfying things that I've ever 
engaged in in our local area was the annexation to Eastern 
and MWD of two communities in the Perris Valley largely 
populated by Negroes. They started coming out to this 
area from the congestion of the Negro settlements in Los 
Angeles, many of them employed by the city in different 
departments. They started making their weekend homes 
there and then moved their family out to go to school, 
with the father commuting. 

MINK: When did this develop or start approximately? 
FARRAR: About 1950. The Negro areas petitioned us to 
take them in while we were forming the Eastern District, 
but we couldn't do it under the restrictions placed on 
us by Metropolitan. But in 1953, I did start to encourage 
these people to become active again, and the first area 
annexed was an area on the outskirts of the city of Perris 
running toward the city of Elsinore. Clarence Muse, the 
great Negro singer and composer, lives' in that area, and 
he was the spokesman for those people, a very fine gentle-
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man and a very talented person. He's still living and 
quite active. 
MINK: Carlotta Bass lives down in that area, too. I 
wonder if she took any active part in this. 
FARRAR: I don't remember the name. 
MINK: She was for many years the editor of the California 
Eagle, the black newspaper in Los Angeles. 
FARRAR: Is that so? I can't remember her directly, but 
she probably did, because the far-seeing people of the 
Negro community did take a very active part in this. I 
was able, after quite a long discussion in Los Angeles, 
of getting what we call the Good Hope area annexed. Then 
we found after we got it annexed that we couldn't sell 
bonds on the market to build the water system, and so 
we finally went to Washington. 
MINK: Why were you unable to do that? 
FARRAR: Because the assessed value and the security of 
the taxes to serve the bonds were not adequate. At that 
time, we were working in Washington on what's called the 
Small Projects Act, which I'll mention a little later. 
There we enlisted the Farm and Home Administration of the 
federal government, which had been recently formed, and 
they agreed to buy these bonds at an interest rate of 5%, 
but we first had to put them on the market to see if any 
bids would develop. We followed this requirement; and, 
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of course, the result was that the Farm and Home Adminis-
tration bought the bonds. As I recall, we sold an issue 
to them for $550,000 to build the first major water system 
in the Good Hope area, which has been highly successful. 
MINK: Is this water used both for agricultural purposes 
as well as drinking? 
FARRAR: Yes, but it's largely used for domestic purposes 
in that area because it's quite thickly settled. Then a 
second section, which lies in what is known as Mead Valley, 
which is between March Air Base and Lake Mathews, petitioned 
us. There was a lot of opposition in Los Angeles to taking 
that in, because MWD was afraid the Negro population 
would increase rapidly and that the septic tanks would 
drain into Lake Mathews and contaminate that water supply. 
We finally urged the Negro people there to get Governor 
Pat Brown on their side. Governor Brown took an active 
part on their behalf; we finally got the Mead Valley area 
annexed; and Metropolitan had to assume the burden of pro-
tecting Lake Mathews from any contamination that might 
develop. 
MINK: There had been no effort to install a sewer system 
in that area? 
FARRAR: No, but plans are now in the study stage. 
MINK: Was there a local bond issue for a water system? 
FARRAR: Yes, and we sold the bonds to the same federal 
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agency as in the case of the Good Hope area. I have a 
letter in my papers from Governor Brown thanking me person-
ally for my efforts on behalf of those people. You 
wouldn't know the two communities today if you'd seen 
them before this took place. Water does something for 
people and for an area. They paint their houses; they 
put in lawns. The area is far more presentable, and it 
gives everyone hope and encouragement. It's developed 
into a great area for these people. We have a lot of 
Negro policemen that live out there, and firemen and 
others that are employed by the city, and they retire 
there. While they're working, they go back and forth 
and have their children in a healthy country atmosphere 
and attending better schools. It's been a good thing 
for them and I think for the whole community. But it 
wasn't easy. 

Perris Valley itself was a hard case to handle, to 
build a water system. There are 45,000 acres in that 
area; they didn't have the bonding capacity either. So 
we went to Washington in the early days; and with the 
help of the National Reclamation Association, we got 
legislation passed in Congress called the Small Projects 
Act, which allowed an area to borrow the $5 million limit 
from the federal goverment to put in a water system. That 
has been raised now to $10 million per system. That's a 
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very good loan, because no repayments have to be made 
for ten years; and on land devoted to agriculture, no 
interest has to be paid on the loan during the whole 
term of the loan of fifty years. Where you're using 
the water for domestic purposes, the interest does have 
to be paid on the fifty-year loan. Eastern was able to 
get a $5 million loan from the government; then the local 
Perris Valley people voted a bond issue of $1,125,000; 
and so we were able to install this system costing over 
$6 million which puts a water system over the whole Perris 
Valley, to every forty acres. Later on, if a landowner 
wishes to subdivide or put in a trailer park, he has to 
connect and put in water lines for the subdivision or park. 
This has been a tremendous benefit for that area. 
MINK: What do you mean, "has to connect...?" 
FARRAR: Well, Eastern puts water to every forty acres. 
Then, if the owner wants to put in a domestic water system 
on the forty acres, he has to pay for it. And as a result, 
you'd be surprised what you have to pay for land in Perris 
Valley, especially since Lake Perris is being built. 
MINK: Because of the cost of putting in...? 
FARRAR: Well, no, but everybody believes that Lake Perris 
is going to develop into such a mecca of recreation that 
land in this vicinity is becoming quite valuable. 
MINK: Like the Lake Cachuma development around Santa 
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Barbara. 
FARRAR: Yes, it's very similar. This whole idea of 
improvement districts was developed in our area and has 
been followed all over the state. We use the improve-
ment districts for the local bond issues; and we also 
pioneered legislation whereby we can raise money to 
finance the operation and bond service through water 
rates, taxes, and an acreage charge, so that we can 
spread the cost through these three avenues. Among the 
major improvement districts that we've installed are 
Diamond Valley; the Moreno-Sunnymead area, which is a 
populated area around March Air Base; Homeland; Romoland; 
Good Hope and Mead Valley, which are the two Negro areas; 
and Del Webb's Sun City, which has been phenomenal in 
its growth, from nothing in 1962 to between 7,000 and 
8,000 people in eleven years. 
MINK: That's the retirement area. 

FARRAR: Yes. We operate both the water and the sewer 
service there, and the residents pay us their water bill. 
Eastern also has Gilman Hot Springs, Soboba Hot Springs 
resort, and Rancho California improvement districts. 
Then in the whole Hemet-San Jacinto Valley, we operate 
the entire sewer system. We have also built a sewer 
system for the Sunnymead-Moreno area; we're building a 
regional sewer system at Rancho California; we have a 
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sewer system at Sun City; and Eastern will build another 
sewer system—it's in planning now—for the Perris Valley. 

It's interesting to note about Sun City and how that 
came about. In August of 1962 I got a telephone call 
from Doyle Boen, the manager of our district, that an 
executive vice-president of Del Webb's was flying from 
Phoenix to Hemet and wanted to talk to us about future 
water supplies and the development of a Sun City in 
California. We met with this gentleman for two hours 
one hot afternoon. I had inklings through my son, who 
is in real estate in San Diego, that the Clare Burgener 
Company of San Diego had been taking land options in 
that area, and so I knew something was in the wind, but 
we didn't know exactly for whom the options were being 
taken. This man divulged the whole plan to us and told 
us that they had until September—I think the date was 
September 10—to exercise the options; that they wanted 
to develop a Sun City and wanted to know what policy 
we would establish of guaranteeing them the water supply 
and a sewer system. We told them we would form an improve-
ment district; that we would control the water and the 
sewer system first; and that we would give them an equal 
amount of the bonds. Then, when the assessed value got 
up to a point at which the bonds could be put on the 
market, we'd put the bonds on the market and they would. 
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have their money back. Del Webb, through that method, 
financed the water and the sewer system for Sun City 
without any actual cost to them, and they would have 
no responsibility for operating it in the future. We 
took that responsibility. It's worked better for them, 
and it's worked better for the resident, because he has 
had an assured public entity in which each one of the 
residents would have a vote. 

I mentioned at a bank board meeting what I had 
learned, but the rest of the men were very skeptical? 
they didn't think that it could come to pass. I said, 
"Well, I know it is going to come to pass, and you just 
have to take my word for it. I'd advise you to apply 
for a charter for a bank in that new community before 
anybody else does." They did, and it's been the fastest-
growing bank that's ever been established in the Security 
Pacific National Bank system. Tremendous. It made its 
headquarters, to start with, in Del Webb Shopping Center, 
but it grew so fast that we had to buy land from Del Webb 
and put up a new building; the bank now has an investment 
there in land and building of over $400,000. 

Of the first board of directors elected to Eastern's 
board, three have been active since Eastern was formed. 
Floyd Bonge, of course, was on the original San Jacinto 
River Protective Committee, which started in 1944; he 
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retires from the board this year. W.M. Kolb, who was 
mayor of the city of San Jacinto at the time of Eastern's 
formation, serves now as president, succeeding me in 1959, 
for I found at that time that I could not do justice to 
the fast-growing Eastern district and serve as a director 
of Metropolitan Water District, which took much of my time. 
At that time, I was also president of Farrar-Loomis Seed 
Company, the corporation I formed in 1934 to take over the 
rapid development of the sugar beet seed growing that I 
started in 19 31, and I also had my personal business inter-
ests to look after. So, after consultation with my family 
and the members of Eastern's board, I decided not to run 
for reelection to Eastern's board in 1958, but agreed to 
continue as director of Metropolitan, which is a position 
filled by appointment by the board of Eastern Municipal 
Water District. Floyd Bonge and W.M. "Johnny" Kolb have 
given excellent service to Eastern, often to the detriment 
of their personal business and health. They both are 
outstanding men, and I count it a privilege to be counted 
among their friends. Johnny Kolb as president has created 
an excellent esprit de corps among the employees and at 
the same time has gained for Eastern the admiration and 
respect of the people that reside in the district. 

Now, I think I'd better conclude by saying that it's 
very seldom that a man lives long enough to see his dreams 
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come true, very seldom. 
MINK: You're right. 
FARRAR: I've been one of those fortunate ones who has. 
I've been actively engaged in many fields of endeavor. 
My present duty as representative of Eastern on the board 
of Metropolitan is probably the most gratifying and satis-
fying of my life. I have given this service without 
thought"of remuneration; in fact, my remuneration is 
practically negligible. The directors of the Metropolitan 
Water District receive no directors' fees; they receive 
only their actual expenses when they're away from home. 
MINK: Traveling to and from Los Angeles. 
FARRAR: Yes, and traveling on any business anywhere in 
California that you wish connected with Metropolitan Water 
District, and anywhere in the United States or out of the 
United States upon business for Metropolitan, upon receiving 
approval from the chairman, the vice-chairman, or the 
secretary of the board. The Eastern District pays me 
$100 a month, which the directors of Eastern get as direc-
tors' fees, and that's the limit. We get no more, no less. 

The formation of the flood control and water conser-
vation district, in which I had a part as chairman of the 
formation committee and serving on that board for a number 
of years, has also been a great satisfaction, as were the 
years as president of the local and county chambers of 
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commerce. I've seen that district make improvements 
all through the county. 

My service in Metropolitan and Eastern has taught me 
one thing: that you must be honest in public life or 
you'll never get anywhere. You've got to keep your 
word. Another thing is that no matter how much you 
might oppose a man on an issue, you never can let that 
opposition to him on a public issue interfere with your 
personal relationships or personal friendship. You've 
got to permit men to disagree with you and yet like them 
for what they really are and for their basic qualities 
and character. That taught me a very great lesson in 
life, because I have many, many friends that I may dis-
agree with, but that never will deter me from my personal 
friendship with them. And I think that's the way life should 
be, because in our type of government, we're bound to have 
different opinions and different ways of doing things; and 
the democratic way is to merge these differences onto a 
ground where we can stand and go forward. 

The part that I had through Metropolitan in the State 
Water Project and the contract negotiations was an intensely 
satisfying and rewarding experience. I wouldn't have missed 
it for the world. It's the greatest water transfer system 
ever built in the history of man, and to have been appointed 
by the state to be general chairman for the dedication of 
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the completion of this great project is a reward that I 
probably don't deserve, but I'm glad I can serve in this 
capacity. 
MINK: Just to illustrate the vastness or greatness of 
the project, I heard from some source that it is in fact 
the only man-made thing on earth that can be seen by the 
astronauts on the moon. Is that true? 
FARRAR: Yes, that and the China wall. 
MINK: That and the China wall. 
FARRAR: Yes. These two things could be seen by the men 
in their flight to and from the moon. But this is greater 
in its immensity. This project is tremendous when you 
really know about it, and see it in operation, and see 
the facilities and how they're electronically controlled 
practically from one base. Now, on May 18, the governor 
will officiate at turning the water in to the southern 
terminus of this great system, which will be the fruition 
of the work of a lot of men over a long, long period of 
time. 

I don't know anywhere in the world—and I've traveled 
to a great many countries; some forty nations I've been 
in in my travels—where young people have the great advan-
tages of rising to positions of responsibility commensurate 
with their ability. There's no place in the world that 
compares with the United States. We have a great country, 
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and we ought to be proud of it and be willing to serve 
our fellow man. 
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APPENDIX 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
DEDICATION COMPLETION CALIFORNIA STATE WATER PROJECT 

May 17 and 18, 1973 

During the interview of March 9, 1973, I briefly 
outlined the steps that had been taken to that date in 
preparation for the Dedication scheduled to take place on 
May 17 and 18, 1973. First, of course, was the appointment 
of committees necessary to plan and prepare for such a 
large undertaking on a statewide basis. In deciding on 
the committee structure, it was my endeavor to enlist 
people from all over California, including members of the 
Congress, the California legislature, and high officials 
in the California Department of Water Resources. 

The key committee was the executive committee, which 
included the chairman and vice-chairman of all other 
committees. To the chairmanship, I appointed Doyle F. 
Boen, general manager and chief engineer of Eastern Muni-
cipal Water District. Doyle had just completed two years 
as president of the California Water Resources Association, 
which was organized in 19 55 to promote and publicize the 
State Water Project; and, in addition, he had a wide 
acquaintance throughout California. I had arranged to 
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have the office and staff for the Dedication at the main 
office of the Eastern District? and thus, if illness or 
absence prevented me from carrying out my duties, Doyle 
could act in my stead. Linden R. Burzell of San Diego 
served as vice-chairman. 

Mrs. Ruth Peters, who had directed public relations 
for the formation of Eastern Municipal Water District 
starting in 1949-1950 and its many programs throughout 
the years, made herself available for the demanding posi-
tion of administrative director of the Dedication committee. 
This was a stroke of good fortune, for Ruth had worked 
closely with me for twenty-three years. During all these 
years, she had proven to be a highly skilled person, espe-
cially in organizational efforts of this nature. She 
possessed the ability and personality to gain the cooper-
ation of the committee chairmen and members. Ruth coordinated 
all activities into a smooth-working machine and handled 
the heavy day-to-day workload at the Dedication headquarters 
with dispatch, tact, and good will. Also, she wrote much 
of the publicity in cooperation with the public relations 
committee. 

To head the public relations committee, I secured 
Harry Harper of Riverside and Coachella Valley. At the 
time, he was acting as public relations director for the 
Coachella County Water District. I lost a true friend of 
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forty years when Harry died in the fall of 1973. We had 
worked together in John Phillips's campaigns and many water-
oriented programs in Southern California. He was a highly 
competent man with a long background in the newspaper 
field as-well.as in public relations. Alan Williams, 
director of public relations for Metropolitan Water District, 
served very ably as vice-chairman and directed the securing 
of publicity from the large metropolitan newspapers, as 
well as having charge of the production of the Official 
Dedication Program. 

Securing of adequate finances was of great importance. 
It was my good fortune to secure George Moody, executive 
vice-president of Security Pacific National Bank, to head 
the finance committee. Hans H. Doe of Vista, California, 
past president of the Association of California Water 
Agencies, served ably as vice-chairman. 

The site committee was efficiently chairmaned by 
Merlyn L. Mclntyre, with Jack S. Yeager as vice-chairman. 
This committee had direct charge of preparing the Dedication 
site at Lake Perris? obtaining and installing seating, the 
speakers' platform, and sound equipment? granting conces-
sions to civic organizations? supplying various needs of 
the visiting public; and contracting for and supervising 
the barbecue luncheon which followed the Dedication cere-
mony. 
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Norton Younglove, chairman of the Board of Super-
visors of Riverside County, willingly served as chairman 
of the hospitality committee, with Mayor Ben H. Lewis of 
Riverside as vice-chairman. This committee arranged for 
the housing of all the statewide organizations that were 
holding meetings and dinners and for housing for the over-
night guests, arranged transportation from Ontario Airport, 
and provided buses to take guests to Lake Perris on May 18. 

Lynndon L. Aufdenkamp of Laguna Beach served as chair-
man of the important program committee, with Hugh McGroty 
of Perris as vice-chairman. This committee carried out 
the task of providing excellent crowd entertainment from 
eight in the morning to ten-forty-five on May 18. Including 
the medallion and program sales committee under the chair-
manship of Colonel Lorraine Phillips and Mrs. Fred W. New, 
I appointed a total of 152 people from all over the state 
to the various committees. 

Howard Hicks, general manager of Western Municipal 
Water District, gave excellent service as treasurer. 

The advisory committee consisted of the Honorable 
Jerry L. Pettis, congressman from [Congressional] District 
33; the Honorable Victor V. Veysey, congressman from 
District 43; the Honorable W. Craig Biddle, state senator 
from District 38; the Honorable William E. Coombs, state 
senator from District 20; the Honorable Howard Way, state 
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senator and chairman of the state water committee; and the 
Honorable J.K. McDonald, chairman of the assembly water 
committee; and Honorable Justice Gordon Cologne. These 
men gave valuable assistance and advice during all the 
preparation period. 

One of the first important decisions that had to be 
made was how to commemorate such an historic occasion. 
Finally, the executive committee decided to have a medal-
lion designed and manufactured and to publish a handsome 
official program that would in word and picture give the 
historical background of the California State Water Project 
authentically. Since these two ideas would take a large 
cash outlay, it was decided to attempt to make them self-
supporting, if possible, by statewide sale prior to the 
Dedication, and by offering the medallions and programs 
on the Dedication dates of May 17 and 18. 

The basic design and idea for the medallion was devel-
oped by Mrs. Peters and Harriet Hill, a well-known Hemet 
artist. Mrs. Peters and I succeeded in obtaining the 
permission of the state of California to use a replica 
of the state seal on one side, while the other side shows 
a map of California and the route of the State Water Project. 
The medallions were made in two sizes, one and one-half 
inches and two and one-half inches in diameter, with three 
metals—bronze, silver, and gold—being used. It was 
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determined that the large-size gold medallion would not 
be offered for public sale, but would be given to the 
four governors who had developed the Water Project, starting 
with Chief Justice Earl Warren, the late Goodwin J. Knight, 
Edmund G. Brown, and Ronald Reagan; and to the three living 
directors who planned and built the project, Harvey 0. 
Banks, William Warne, and William Gianelli. 

The official program was a large, important undertaking. 
Early, it was decided by the public relations committee to 
produce 10,000 copies of a very high-grade color brochure 
containing twenty-two pages printed on coated stock. The 
text and pictures were to depict the history and story of 
the mammoth project—how it was conceived, planned, designed, 
and constructed. The final responsibility for the contents 
of the program was placed in the hands of William Gianelli 
as director of the Department of Water Resources and me 
as chairman of the Dedication committee. The text was 
written by the public relations section of the Department 
of Water Resources, while the general design and photographs 
were the responsibility of the chairman of the; public rela-
tions committee, Harry Harper, and vice-chairman Alan 
Williams. 

The medallions and programs were very well received; 
and between these two expensive commemorative productions, 
we were able to realize sufficient financial returns to pay 
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all expenses connected with their production and distri-
bution . 

The total budget to arrange and stage the Dedication 
undertaking involved a considerable sum of money. The 
finance committee, under George Moody's excellent chair-
manship, contacted a wide spectrum of business and water-
oriented public agencies and cities throughout California. 
The response was above all expectations, for after the 
expenses of $58,000 had been paid, the Dedication ceremonies 
committee had a cash balance of a little over $12,000. 
The executive committee decided to use this balance to 
design and have manufactured a bronze plaque 5' 9 1/2" high 
by 4' 9" wide to be erected in the main entrance of the 
Visitors Center now being built by the state at Lake Perris 
at a cost of $725,000, including exhibits and equipment. 
The plaque will carry the message of the history and construc-
tion of the State Water Project and commemorate the date 
of the Dedication of the completed project. Also, the 
committee decided to mail two copies of the Official 
Dedication Program to every public, college, and university 
library in the state of California, together with the 
speeches of Governor Reagan, Caspar Weinberger, and William 
R. Gianelli. 

For the May 17 events, which took place in Riverside, 
the hospitality committee provided 300 hotel rooms and 
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locations to handle the meetings of the California State 
Water Commission, the California Water Resources Association, 
the Supervisors Association, the meeting of the directors 
of the Association of California Water Agencies, the meet-
ing of the Natural Resources Committee of the California 
State Chamber of Commerce, and the water committee of the 
California Farm Bureau Federation. 

The civic luncheon at noon on May 17, sponsored 
jointly by the California Water Resources Association 
and the Riverside Chamber of Commerce, attracted 300 
prominent civic leaders from all over California and a 
group of twenty especially invited guests from Baja Cali-
fornia, Mexico. These men from our sister republic on the 
south were largely officials of Baja California and were 
hosted at the Dedication events by the San Diego County 
Water Authority. Governor Edmund G. Brown was one of 
the featured speakers, along with Congressman Harold T. 
"Bizz" Johnson of Northern California. Members of the 
California State Water Commission and William R. Gianelli 
were honored guests seated at the head table. 

Governor Brown outlined in his remarks the struggle 
during his administration to obtain passage of the Burns-
Porter Act, which was the enabling legislation permitting 
construction of the State Water Project, and stated that 
the successful campaign, which resulted in passage of the 
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$1.75 billion bond issue, was the greatest accomplishment 
of his eight years in office. Since he is a native of 
San Francisco and since he knew the chief opposition to 
the project was centered in San Francisco and Northern 
California, Governor Brown exhibited great courage in 
sponsoring the legislation, the bond issue, and the cons-
truction of the project. Congressman Johnson, California's 
leading member of the House of Representatives in water 
matters, related the difficult task ahead for California's 
natural resource programs in obtaining our state's rightful 
share of federal authorizations and appropriations in the 
future. 

The evening of May 17 from six to eight was set aside 
for the formal reception sponsored by the Inter-Agency Water 
Committee and the city and county of Riverside. Through 
the good offices of Norton Younglove, hospitality chairman 
and chairman of the Board of Supervisors, the Mission Inn 
was made available for this important statewide event 
attended by over 600 invited guests, including nineteen 
guests from the state of Baja California, Mexico. The 
feature of that evening's program was the presentation of 
gold medallions to former Governor Edmund G. Brown and to 
the three Department of Water Resources directors: Harvey 
0. Banks, William Warne, and William Gianelli. Following the 
reception, dinners were held by the directors of California 
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Water Resources Association, the Association of California 
Water Agencies, and the Supervisors Association. 

The program for May 18, Dedication Day, started at 
eight in the morning with a parade sponsored and organized 
by the Perris Chamber of Commerce. The Dedication committee 
had in its publicity urged that those coming to the cere-
mony plan to arrive early, not only to enjoy the morning's 
events, but also to avoid traffic tie-ups entering the 
newly completed Lake Perris. High school bands from 
Riverside County provided color and music; and, with 
numerous floats, the parade was a crowd-pleaser. Tony 
Curtis, the noted motion picture and television actor, 
was master of ceremonies. A professional mariachi band 
and the colorful Brush Arbor Singers of Capitol Records 
added excellent entertainment for the audience, which had 
swelled to 10,000 by ten. The free-fall parachute teams, 
the colorful balloons taking Miss Hemet and others aloft, 
and the professional airplane pilot doing sky-diving stunts 
kept the audience spellbound. At ten-forty-five the 
Fifteenth Air Force Band started its concert, which was 
climaxed by "The Star-Spangled Banner" at eleven when all 
the 115 notables invited to be seated on the speakers' 
platform had taken their places. At eleven-five Governor 
Reagan and his party arrived by helicopter from the Los 
Angeles International Airport. 
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After brief opening remarks by the general chairman, 
the invocation by Dr. Donald Liden of Hemet, and a word 
of greeting from Supervisor Norton Younglove on behalf 
of Riverside County, Ira J. Chrisman was introduced as 
master of ceremonies for the formal Dedication program. 
One of the highlights of the introductory part of the 
program was the presenting of a gorgeous floral arrangement 
to Mrs. Carley Porter by Governor Reagan and the nine-year-
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Williams of Good Hope. 
It was Mrs. Porter's late husband who was the coauthor and 
leading legislator who succeeded in obtaining passage of the 
Burns-Porter Act in 1960 that established the State Water 
Project and provided for its basic financing through the 
$1.75 billion bond issue voted by the California voters 
at the November, 1960 election. 

Because of pressure of national and foreign affairs, 
President Nixon had sent his regrets to me but had desig-
nated the Honorable Caspar Weinberger, secretary of health, 
education and welfare, to represent him. Mr. Weinberger, 
a native of San Francisco, had been a member of the 
California legislature and a member of Governor Reagan's 
cabinet prior to going to Washington as director of the 
budget, then being appointed to his present high cabinet 
position. During Governor Goodwin J. Knight's administration, 
Mr. Weinberger, then a member of the assembly, carried the 
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legislation through the state legislature that consoli-
dated all branches of the state government having any 
responsibility for the state's water resources into the 
Department of Water Resources. It was to this department 
that the Burns-Porter Act gave the responsibility for the 
planning and construction of the mammoth State Water Project. 

As a sidelight, it was a rare privilege for me, when 
I presented the gold medallion to Governor Knight's widow 
at her Los Angeles home, to hold in my hand the original 
autographed copy of the 1956 Water Resources Department 
bill given to Governor Knight by Caspar Weinberger. Harvey 
0. Banks was appointed by Governor Knight as the first 
director of the department under the authority of that 
bill. Governor Knight turned the first shovel of dirt at 
Oroville in 1957, starting the relocation of the state 
highway and the railroad in .the Feather River Canyon. Mr. 
Weinberger was the first speaker on the Dedication program; 
and in his remarks, he saluted the people of California for 
undertaking and bringing to a successful completion the 
task which had started in the early 1950s. 

Former Governor Edmund G. Brown then outlined his 
part in the State Water Project. To Governor Brown must 
go credit for crystallizing state public opinion so that 
the Burns-Porter Act could be passed by the legislature 
in spite of the strong and often bitter oppostion from 
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Northern California, and also for accomplishing a majority 
vote on the huge bond issue at the 1960 election. 

William R. Gianelli, whose appointment as director 
of the Water Resources Department was one of the first 
official acts of Governor Reagan, told of the great 
financial difficulties during construction and how these 
problems were solved successfully so that the financial 
integrity of the project is now assured. Mr. Gianelli 
then eloquently introduced Governor Reagan for his Dedica-
tion address. Governor Reagan possesses the training and 
personality few men are endowed with to gain and hold the 
attention of an audience and at the same time deliver a 
historic message of great importance. Therefore, it seems 
appropriate to quote from his remarks of May 18, 1973: 

There are times when words are not always adequate to 
match the dimensions of the achievement being recog-
nized. Today is one of those occasions. 
This is truly a great moment in the history of Cali-
fornia. We are formally noting the completion of the 
massive California State Water Project and the opening 
of a new fresh-water recreation lake which soon will 
have a ten-mile shoreline. 
But more than that, we are acknowledging the successful 
completion of a project that will rank for all time as 
a monument to the vision of man, a tribute to the 
creative talents and the tenacity of a people constantly 
seeking to create a better life and environment. 
The project we are dedicating today is one of the most 
daring, imaginative and difficult engineering feats 
ever attempted. It is the world's largest and most 
comprehensive system of water conservation and delivery. 
It is the only system ever to have been financed as a 
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single unit. And it is the only system of its kind 
that included recreation as a primary purpose from the 
very beginning. 
Throughout its construction, from the initial planning 
to this very moment, the State Water Project has been 
the product of a bipartisan spirit of cooperation. 
Three of my distinguished predecessors—Earl Warren, 
Goodwin Knight and Pat Brown—all were involved in 
major phases of the planning and construction. And 
each of them deserves the thanks and gratitude of the 
people of California for their diligence in carrying 
forward what was once a daring concept: the idea of 
saving the massive surplus water runoff in Northern 
California and using it for the benefit of millions 
of Californians, even those living hundreds of miles 
away. 
Long before the Forty-Niners arrived in California, 
our state suffered from a natural imbalance in distri-
bution and source of the most vital resources of all— 
water. Most of the water was in the north, and most 
of the people were in the south. We had an oversupply 
in the winter and spring, causing devastating floods 
that threatened the lives and property of hundreds of 
thousands of our people in Northern California. 
The primary purpose of the plan was to lend nature a 
hand, to conserve water that otherwise would run unused 
into the sea or cause disastrous flooding, and to store 
that water safely until it could be transported through 
a massive network of dams, reservoirs and aqueducts to 
areas where it was needed and could benefit both man 
and the environment. 
It was a great dream, shared by many great Californians. 
And today is the day to pay honor and tribute to all 
who helped make it come true. 
While it will benefit our entire state in one way or 
another, the costs of constructing, operating and 
maintaining this 600-mile system will be largely paid 
by the people who benefit most directly, those who use 
the water and the power the project produces. 
When we consider the massive recreational, agricultural 
and financial benefits it will mean for our people now 
and in the future, it is difficult to believe there 
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are those who still oppose both the concept and the 
reality of sharing California's natural water resources 
among all our people. 
Generations long after our time will benefit from the 
wisdom that our people and their leaders have shown in 
carrying forward the Water Project. Just as we now 
honor those pioneers who opened this_land, they will 
acknowledge and cherish the foresight of the generations 
that:did so much to make it bountiful, to turn unpro-
ductive land into lush green fields. 
But the history of our civilization, the great advances 
that made it possible, is not a story of cynics or 
doomcriers. It is a gallant chronicle of the optimists, 
the determined people, men and women who dreamed great 
dreams and dared to try whatever it takes to make them 
come true. 
At the conclusion of the governor's remarks came the 

dramatic moment the audience and all citizens of California 
had looked forward to for so many years, the arrival of the 
northern water supply at the southern terminus, Lake Perris. 
After being carefully instructed on how to accomplish this 
historic feat by William Gianelli, Governor Reagan took 
everyone by surprise, calling Governor Brown and Governor 
Jack Williams of Arizona—who had graciously flown from 
Phoenix to accept Governor Reagan's invitation to be 
present with Mrs. Williams—to the podium. After making 
the remark that since Arizona had accused California of 
stealing its water from the Colorado River and that now we 
were celebrating the completion of California's own water 
supply, he asked Governor Brown to join him in giving 
Governor Williams of Arizona the honor of commanding the 
water be turned into Lake Perris. Within seconds after 
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Governor Williams gave the telephoned order, a geyser 
of water from Lake Oroville, 604 miles north, spouted 
forty feet into the air. The audience was on its feet; 
and under the glare of television cameras, the first water 
from the north-south aqueduct demonstrated to those who 
said it couldn't and wouldn't be done that California 
could and did make this dream a reality. 

The Dedication ceremony attracted television crews 
from the three national networks as well as all the other 
important Southern California stations. The press was 
present in great numbers with their photographers and 
newsmen. The publicity this event received was beyond 
the fondest hope of the Dedication committee. The major 
national networks presented in color the happenings of 
the morning of May 18 all over the country. In the 
evening papers of May 18 and morning papers of May 19, 
major-length stories were carried in all large metropolitan 
editions in California; and the events also received 
wide coverage in the great papers over the United States, 
notably the New York Times and the Washington Post. The 
University of California at Los Angeles sent an expert 
from its Oral History Program [Joel Gardner] to record 
the total program for its archives. 

Immediately after the Dedication program had been 
completed, approximately 1,500 persons enjoyed an excellent, 
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old-fashioned Mexican barbecue luncheon served by Angel 
Alvarez [now deceased], the same chef who had become 
noted for the large barbecue dinners he had served for 
many years during the annual Ramona play. During the 
luncheon, it was a great privilege and honor for me to 
present Governor Reagan a gold medallion at the table 
set aside for the top-ranking officials taking part in 
the program. Each large gold medallion was encased in a 
black full-leather case with the name of the recipient 
and his contribution to the State Water Project in gold 
letters on the cover. 

At the last full Dedication ceremonies committee 
meeting held in Riverside on June 5, 1973, I was taken 
by surprise when the committee notified me that one of 
the large gold medallions had been set aside for me to 
be encased like the ones given the four governors of 
California and the three directors of the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources. This deeply appreciated gift 
is among my treasured keepsakes, and it will always be 
kept in our family. 

For me it was the privilege of a lifetime to have a 
part in the Dedication of the completion of the California 
State Water Project and to be able to live long enough to 
see this dream become a reality. There were many times 
during the years that followed my first interest in the 
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project in 1952 that I doubted the project would ever 
be completed, and that surely I would never be present 
when the first water was delivered from the Feather River 
to Lake Perris. 

To add to the personal enjoyment of the occasion, 
not only were our children and grandchildren present, but 
every one of my relatives in California attended, coming 
from as far north as Stockton. 

Indeed, I have been a most fortunate man, but my 
great regret is that Mrs. Farrar did not live long enough 
to enjoy the Dedication with me, for it was her faith and 
courage that gave me encouragement to keep hoping and 
trying. 
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